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I.  INTROPUCTION

1.  The item entitled *Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types
of weapons of masa destruction and new systems Of such weapons: report of the
Conference on Disarmament” was included in the provisional agenda of the

forty-second session in accordance with General Assembly reaolut ion 41/%6 of
3 December 198¢€,

2. At its 3rd plenary meeting, On 18 September 1987, the General Assembly, On the

recomendation Of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the Firat Commi tt ee.

3. At { ts 2nd meeting, on 1 Gctober, the First Committee decided to hold a
general debate on tne disarmament items allocated tOo it, namely, items 48 to 69,
followed by statements on specific disarmament agenda items and a continuation of
the general debate, as necessary. The deliberations on thoge items took pluce

hetweaen the 3rd and the 31st meetings, from 12 October to 3 November (see
AlC. 1/42/pPv. 3-31) .

4. In connection with item 59, the Pirat Committee had betore it tho following
documentss
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(a) Report of the Conference O n Disarmamonty 1/

(b) Note verbale datod 16 June 1987 frowm the Permanent Migaion of Mozambique
to the United Nations addreased to the Seutetary-General, tranemitting the text of
the final communiqué of the VII summit Conference of the loads of State of Angola,
Cape 'Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique and Sao Tome and Principe, held at Maputo on
21 and 22 May 1987 (A/42/352~-8/18930))

(a) Letter dated 9 October 1987 from the Permanent Representatives of
Argentina, (@reece, India, Mexico, Sweden and the United Republic of Tanzania to tho
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the
joint statement issued on 7 October 1987 by the Preoident 2f Argentina, the Pt ime
Minister of Greece, the Prime Minister of India, the Preoident of Mexico, the Prime
Minister of Sweden and the First President of the United Republic! of 7Tanzania
(A/42/652-8/19201)

(d) Letter dated 23 October 1987 from the Permanent Representative of
Zimbabwe to tho United Nations addressed tO the Secretary-General, transmitting tho
final communique of the Meeting of Ministers to: Foreign Affairs and Heads of
Dulegation to the forty-second session of the General Assembly, held in New York
from 5 to 7 October 1997 (A/42/681).

If. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.1/42/L.55

5. On 27 Oatobor 1987, Afghanistan, Angola, Benin, Bulgaria, the Byelorussian
Soviet _Socialist Republic, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Domocratia Yemen, Ethiopia, the
German Democratic Republic, Hungary, the Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Mongolia, Mozambiquo, Poland, Romania, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the
Union of Soviet Sogialist Republiecs and_Viat Nam submitted a draft roeolution,
entItlod “prohibition of the devdopment and manufasturo of new types of weapons of
mass destruction and now systems of euoh weapons® (A/C. 1/42/L.5%), which was later
algo sponsored by Burkina Fago and the Syrian Arab Republic. The draf t reeolut ion
was introduced by the representative of the Byeloruesian Soviet Socialist Republic
at the 39th meeting, on 10 November.

6. At its 40th meeting, on 11 November, the Committoo udoptod draft rooolution
A/C.1/42/L.55 by a recorded vote of 106 to L, with 18 abstentions (see para. 7).
The voting was ag follows:

1/ Official Record8 of the General Assemblv, Forty-second Session,
Supplement NO. 27 (A/42/27).
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In_favour: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faeo, Burma, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chinn, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cte 4'Ivoire,
Cuba, Cyprua, Czechoslovakia, Demoorat ie¢ Yemen, Djibouti,
bominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, Gabon,
German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-Bigsan  Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Ropublio of) , 1raq, Ireland, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Demouratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamaniriya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mexico, Mongolia,
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Nioaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Pery, Philippines, Poland,
Qatar, Rcanania, samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, Samalia,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic,
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialiat Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoolavfa, 2Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Againsts United States of America.

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark, France, Germany,
Federal Republic of, Israel | ta ly , Japan, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Por.ugal, Spain, Turkey, United
Kingdom of Great uvritain and Northern Ireland.

[11. RECOMMENLATION OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE

7. The First Connmittee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption Of the
following draft resolut long

Prohibition of the development and manufacture of

new types of weapons of mass destruction and new
systems Of ouch weapons

The Genera i Assaembly,

Recalling its previous reeolutions on the prohibition of the development
and manufacture of new types of weapons of m«ss de, truction and new systems Of
such weapons,

Recalling also the decision contained in paragraph 77 of the Final
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly, 2/ the first

2/ Resolution S-10/2.
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special gesslon devoted to disarmament, to the effect that, in ozder to help
prevent a qualitative arms race and 8o that scientific and technological
aohievemente might ultimately be used solely for peaceful purposes, effective
measures chould be taken to provont the emergence of new types of weapons of
mass deetruation baeed on new scientific principles and achievement8 and that
ef forts aimed at the prohibltion of such new types and new systems of weapons
of mass destruction should be appropriately pureuad,

Noting that in tha course of i to 1987 session the Conference on
Diearmament considered the item entitled "New typos of weapons of mass
destruction and new systems Of ouah weapons) radiological weapons",

Taking into _consideration the section of the report of the Conference on
Disarmament relating to this question, 3/

Convinced that all ways and means should be utilized to prevant the
development and manufacture of new types of weapons of mass destruction and
new systems Of ouch weapons,

Determined to prevent modern science and technology from loading to the
davelopment of new types of weapons of maas destruction that hove
characteristios comparable in destructive effect to those of weapons of mass
destruction identified in ths definition of weapons of mass dootruction
adopted by the United Nat ions in 1948, 4/

1. Reaffirms on the basis of the common desire of the international
community the necessi ty Of prohibit ing the devclopment and manuf acturu Of new
types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons)

2. Requestse the Conference on Disarmament, in the light of its existing
priorities, to keep constantly under review, with appropriate export
ansistance, the question of the prohibition of the development and manufacture,
of new types Of weapong of mass daotruation and new gystems of ouch weapons
with a view to making, when necessary, recommendations O n undertaking specific
negotiations on the identified types of such weapons)

3. Calls upon all States, immediately following the identification of
any new typo of weapon of mass destruction, t0 renounce pract icul development
of such a weapon and to commence negotiations on itg prohibition;

3/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-second Session
Supplement No. 27 (A/42/27), sect. |ll, paras. 86~89.

4/ The definition was adopted by the Commission for Conventional Armaments
(see 8/C.3/32/Rev. 1) .
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4. Once again urgea all Statea to refrain from any action that couid
lead to the emergence of NOw types of weapone of mass destruction and new

aystems o f guch weapons)

5. Calls again upon all States to undertake effort8 to ensucre that

ultimately scientific and technological achiaevements ma' be used eolely for
peacef Ul purposesy

6. Requests the gecretary-General to transmit to the Conference on

Disarmament all documents relating to the consideration of thia item by the
General Assembly a t {ts forty-second gession)

7. Requests the Conferance On Diearmament to submit to the General
Asgsembly for consideration at its forty-third session a report on the results
achieved)

0. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of ite forty-third
sesglon the item entitled ‘Prohibition of the develomment and manufacture of
new typos of weapons Of mass destruction and new systems of such weaponsi
report Of the Conference on Disarmament",



