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| . INTRODUCTION

1, The General Assembly, at its forty-first gegsion, adopted resolution 41/60 D
of 3 December 1986, entitled “United Nations Hoyionol Centre for Peuce and
Disarmament in Afr ica®, tho text ot which roads as followss

*Phe General Assembly,
"Rocalling its resolution 40/151 ¢ of 16 December 1985,

*paking note of the report of tho Ministerial Meceting of the
Co-ordinating Bureau of Non-Alignod Countries held at New Delhi from 16 to
19 April 1986, in whfah the ministers reaffirmed the need to strengthen the
role of regional bodies in mobilizing support for the World Disarmament
‘Campaign and the realisation of its objectives and, in that context, welcomed

the establishment at Lomé of the U.aitod Nations Regional Centre for peace and
Dfsermament in Afr ica,

“Taking into considoration the report ot the Secretary-General on the
Reglonal Centre,

*l, Welcomes tho establishment on 1 January 1986 of the United Nations
Regional Centre for Ppeace and hisarmament in Africaj
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*2. Also welcomes tha promptness with which the Secretary-ceneral has
takon the necessary administrative steps t0 ensure the functioning of the
Centre, and requests him to continuo togivet h e  Centre all necessary support

‘3.  tThanku Momber Status and iaternatiunal, governmental and

non-gover nmental organizations that have already made contributions towards
the functioning of the centres

"4, Again_appeals to Membor States and international, governmental and
non-governmental organizations to make voluntary contributions to the Centrej

*5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to tho General Assembly at
its forty-second S€ssion on the implementation of tho present resolution.®

2. The present report is submitted purauant to paragraph 5 of that resolution.

||. FUNCTIONING OF THE CENTRE

3. As the Secretary-General stated in his report on the Centre gubmitted to tho
Assewbly at its forty-first session (A/41/660) , the Centre, which was established
in 1986 in accordance with Assembly resolution 40/151 G of 16 becember 1985, became
operational in 1986, It was officially inaugurated at its hoadquartars at Lomé,
Togo, on 24 October 1986, in the presence of sgenior officials of the host
Government and of tha representatives of the S8ecretaries-General of the
Oryanixation of African Unity (0AU) and of the Uaited Nations.

4. 8tructures In his aforementioned report, the Secretary-General stated that ho
had €stablished the Centre, in tho initial phase, under the auspices of the
Department for pisarmament Affairs of the Becretariat, within the framework of the
World Disarmament Campaign. The Department acts as a foegal point for o-ordinating
inputs to the activitieg of tha Centre by pertinent organs, programmes and agencies
of the United Nations system.

5. Objectives and activities of tho Centres The General Agsembly, in its
resolution 40/115 G, decided that the Centre should provide, upon request,
substantive support for initiative8 and other efforts of Member 8tates of the
African region towards tho realization of measures of peace, arms limitation and
disarmament in the region, in co-operation with oav, as woll as co-ordinate the
implementation of regionol activities in Africa under the World bisarmament
Campaign. The Centre bogan its activities in tho latter part of 1986, mainly
within the framework of programmes and activities under the World Disarmament
Campaign, In this regard, and in response to requests from Governments and the
public in tho region, tho Centre, especially as this was the first yoar of its
operationa, concentrated on the dissemination of information and on developing and
expanding contacts with pelevant institutions and organizations, as well us the
public as a whole in Afr ice, with a view to promoting better understanding of and
genetatiny wider support for the objectives of the United Nations in the field of
veace, arms limitation and disarmament. With a view to facilitating information
and research activities in this field in the region, the Centre is setting up at

/!.0



A/42/609
Engl ish
Page 3

its headquarters a reference and doaumontation servfae on issues of peace,

secur ity, disarmament and development, especially within the Afr ican aontext. To
this end, the Centre would welcome such contributions as Member States,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizatione and the publio as a whole may
wish to wake towards the continued development of the reference and documentation
service, Including, among other things, books, journals, newspapers and other
publioationa as well as related library and doaumentation equipment.

6. Among other activities carried out in the region within the framework of the
World pisarmament Campaign, representative8 of the Centre visited various
institutions, attended seminars and conferences and received several visitors at
the Centreo's headquarters, in the course of whioh discussions were -held and
information disseminated on various isgues relating to peace and disarmament. The
Director of the Centre attended the first regional training programe for Afrfoa
convened by the World Federation of United Nations Assooiations and held at Accra,
Ghana from 16 to 22 June 1987, and made a Statement on "The United Nations and the
quest for peace and disarmament®. From 23 to 27 June 1987, a representative of the
Centre participated in the World Congress of women held at Moscow under the theme
"Powards 20003 without nuclear weapons, for peace, equality and development”. At
an international seminar at Helsinki sponsored by the Association of Finnish Adult
Eduaation organizat lone, a representative of the Centre made a statement on *The
role of the United Nations in the search for peace and security in Africa®.
Representatives of the Centre also participated in the Third International
Conference on peace and Security in Southern Africa, held at Arusha, United
Republic of Tanzania, from 6 to 9 April 1987, and co~gponsored by the Centre for
Foreign Relations, Dar es 8alaam, and the International Peace Academy, New York.,

7. In connection with regional activities in Africa under tho World Disarmament
Campaign, the OAU assembly of Heads of State and Gover nment, in i ts resolution
AHG/Res. 164 (XXIIX) adopted at its twenty-third ordinary session held at Addis

Ababa from 27 to 29 July 1987, aalled upon all QAU member States to pay particular
attention to the question of disarmament and to ensure its popularization through

sahools and educational programmes, within the framework of the World Disarmament
Campaign.

8. Furthermore, and taking into account the decision of the General Assembly in

its resolution 40/151 G that the Centre should work in co-operation with OAU, the
Centre participated in a number of activities during 1987 in co-operation with the

OAU. Upon the invitation of the OAU secretariat, the Centre participated in the
meetings held on 25 and 26 February and on 21 July 1987 at Addis Ababa of the OAU

Ad_Hloc Committee Of Fourteen member States established by OAl resolution

AlG/Res. 154 (XXI|) te carry out a more detailed study of the Lomé Declaration on
security, Disarmament and pevelopment in Afriaa and the programme of Action for
Peace, Security and Co-operation in Africa, adopted at the Ministerial Regional
Conference oOn Security, Disarmament and pevelopment in Afrioa, which was convened
by OAU at Lomé from 13 to 16 August 1985 (see A/40/7€1-8/17537), Following the
concluson of the work of the Ad Hoc Committee, the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of oau, at its twenty-third ordinary session, decided, by its resolution
AHG/Res. 164 (XXIII), to endorse the Lomé veclaration and the Programs of Action.
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9. I n the text of tho Programme of Action, & number of references were made to
the objectives and activiticg of the ynited Nations Regionai Centre for Peace and
Disarmament in Africa. 1n particular, paragraph & of the Programme of Action, as
amended by the Committee and endorsed by the Heads of State and Government stresses
thn utmost importance for the Centre to serve as a focal point for promoting
co-ordination and harmonization of rusearch, study, documentation and information
activities of the region in the interrelaced field of peace, security, disarmament
at-d development, in co-operation with the institutions of the United Nations. It
wili be recalled in this connection that the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and
Govermment had in its resolution AlG/Res. 154 (Xx11) recommended that the Centre
work closely with OAU and, in particular, with it5 Defence Commission and its
Liberation Committee.

10. Bollowing a recommendation by the oav Ad Hoc Committee of Fourteen that Africa
should contribute collectively to tho preparations for the convening of the

I nternational Conference on tho Relationship between Disarmament and Development by
submitting to that Conference a document highlighting Africa’s views on the
guestion, and upon the request of the Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Experts
established by the Group of African States at United Nations Headquarters to
prepare the draft text of such a document, the Centre provided assistance to enable
the Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Experts to meet, at the Group’s request, at Lomé
from 6 to 10 July 1967. In its resolution AliG/Res. 164 (xx11I) , the OAU Assembly
of Heads of State and Government expressed its gratitude to the United Nations
particularly its Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa, for its
invaluable co-operation with the oav Ad_Hoc Committee.

11. Upon the request of the payu Council of Ministers, as reflected in its
resolution cm/1042 (XLIV) adopted at the Council's forty-fourth ordinary session,
held at addis Ababa from 21 to 26 July 1986, the Centre has been co-operating with
the OAU secretariat in connection with the organization and convening of & regional
gseminar of African scientists, researchers and institutions on Africa’s role in the
use of nucleax science for peace and development,

12, Searing in mind its mandate to provide, upon requeat, substantive support for
initiatives and other efforts of Member States o# the African region towards the
realization of measures of peace, arms limitotcion and disarmament in the region,
the Centre, at the requeat of the Government of Cameroon, is etyaged in
preparations for the initiation of a programme of activities aimed at building and
strengthening confidence, Security and development Within the framework of the
Economic Community of Central African States.

13. staffing and finance: By its resolution 407151 G, the General Assembly
decided to establish the Centre on the basis of existing resources and of voluntary
contributions that Member Statcs make to that end. In patagraph 11 of his earlier
report (A/41/660), the Secretary-General had stated the following with regard to
staffing and fingnce:

"The Secretary-General wishee t0 emphasize that, in accordance with the terms
of resolution 40/151 G by which the Centre was established and in view of the
financial crisis facing the ynited Nations, neither the regular budget of the
Organization nor existing extrabudgetary resources can provide additional
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funding for the Centre. It is therefore necessary, in order to ensure the
Centre’s viability, to eetablieh a stable baee for its financing.
Conse?uent],y, voluntary contr {butions from Member States and interested
organizations and individuals will be needed in order to meet staff
requirements and the basic operating and administrative costs of the Centre.
A special effort is being made to raise voluntary oontr ibut ions and to this
end the Seoretary-General has established within the Becretariat a truet fund
to receive such aontr ibut ions as may be made to tho Centre. .

14, The Secretary-General wishes to reaffirm that voluntary aontributions will
continue to be needed to ensure the viability and effeative functioning of the
Centre, especially in view of the Centre’s growing programme of work; In this
connection, it will be recalled that the General Assembly in its resolution 41/60 D
again appealed to Member States and international, governmental and
non-governmental organizations to make voluntary aontributions to the Centre.
Furthermore, the QAD Assembly of Heads of State and Government, in its resolution
AHG/Res., 164 (XXIII), reaffirmed its appeal to the international community to
provide substantive assistance for the effective operation of the Centre. 8ince
the submiaeion Of the Secretary-General's report to the Assembly at its forty-first
seggion, Cameroon and Togo have pledged further voluntary contribution& to the
Centre. Italy, Norway and Senegal have also made contributions to the Centre. In
addition, the Ford roundatioir. has announned its decision to make a contribution to
the Centre,

15. The Depar tment for Disarmament Af faire and the Department of Publio

Information are holding congultations on the consolidation of the administration of
the Regional Center and the united Nations Information Centre in the interest of
greater economy and efficiency, while the two Centres would remain distinet in
their functions. It was proposed, subject to a current review of the role and
functions of the network of United Nations information centres that tho Direator of
the Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament would uonaurrently act as Acting
Director of the fnformotion Centre, Furthermore, efforte are being made to
determine the possible contribution of other organs, agenoiee and programmee of the
United Nationzc system towards assisting the Centre and ite work.



