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I . INTRODUC!ION

1. The G e n e r a l  Aseutily, a t  i t s  f o r t y - f i r s t  soesion ,  adopted resolution 41/CO  D
of 3 Doaamber  19U6,  untitled “United Nations Hoyionol Centre for PQWXJ  and
Disarmament in Afr iaa’, tho text  of  which roads (if3 followsa

“The  General Aosombly,

RBooalling its r e s o l u t i o n  40/151  0 o f  16  Deoombor  1985,

“Taking note of  the report  of tho Minietorial Moetinq of!  t h e
Co-ordinatfnq  Surerru  of Non-Aligned  Countries held at New Delhi from 16 to
19 April  1906, in whfah the ministers reaffirmed the lIeed to strengthen the
role of regional bodiue in inobilizing supwrt for tha World Disarmament

.Campaign  and the realisation of ite objeotivoo  and,  in that  context ,  welaamed
the establishment at  LOI& of the U;litod Nationa  Regional  Centre  for  Peace  and
Dfsermament in Afr ioa,

“Taking into uonsidoration  the royort  of the Secretary-General  on the
Heyionol  Cent re ,

n1. Welco~nea  tho ostcnblish~aont  un 1 January 1986 of the United Nations
Regional Centre for Peace  and Diearr,lamont  in Afrioa)
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*2. Also waloomus tha pronptrluaa  with which tlro Yoarotary-&aural has
t a k o n  t h e  llQCYQ8Sary adillinistrativu  ‘&ei)B t o  OIN3Up’O  th0  fUnCtiOdI~  Oii  tb
CQlltrQ,  Otld rXNJllMIt.El  hi111  tO COrlthlc!  ta Cgivo t h e  eQtltrC3  all nacussary  SUfqlOrt)

‘ 3 . Thanku  Mombar  Status and fntarnational,  qsvornmontal  and
non-governmental organizations  that have already made contributions towards
the functioninq of the ContrOt

“4. Again appeala  to Mombor  Statoe and international, qovornmantal  and
non-governmental organizatfons to make voluntary contribut’ione to the Contrel

*5. ~ogUQstS  the Secretary-General to report to tho Gonoral  Assembly at
i t s  forty-socznd s e s s i o n  o n  the implc3montation  of  tho present resolution.”

2. The present report is submitted  pursuant  to paragraph 5 of that resolution.

I I . FUNCTIONZNG  OP THE CENTHE

3. As the Searetary-General  stated in his report on the Centre submitted  to tho
Aaeambly  a t  i t s  for ty - f i r s t  s e s s ion  (A/Cf/66cI)  , the Centre,  which was established
in 1986 in aawrdanco with Assembly resolution 40/151  G of 16 Decelbor  1985, bocamo
operational in 1986. It was officially inauyuratod  at its hoadquartars at Land,
Togo, on 24 October 1986, in the preeonoa  of eonior  officials of the host
GoVer~Qnt  and of tha representatives of the Se0rstarios-General  of the
Oryanixation of Afriaan Unity (OAlll) and of the United  Nationo.

4. ~tkXlCtlWQ1 In his oforementiorrod  report, the saaretary=Gonoral  stated that ho
had established the  Centre, in tho initial phass, under  the auspioos  of the
Department for DiSarmaWIQnt Affaire  of the Suaretariat , within the framework of the
World Disarmament Campaign. The Department auts  ua a foal (mint for +ordinut  irly
inputs to the aotivitfes  of tha Centre by ;%rtinont  organs, progrumos  and agoncios
of the United Nations system.

5. Objwtives  and activities of tho Centru; The General  Aeaombly, i n  i t s
resolution 40/115  G, decided that the Centre should  provide, upn reyuQst,
substantive support for init iat ive8 and other efforts of M e m b e r  Stotos of the
African reqion towards tho roalfzatfon  of measures  of p~oce,  arms limitation and
disarman~nt  in the region, in co-operation with OAU, as woll as co-ordinate the
implementation of reqionol activities in Africa under the World Disarmiunont

Campa  iqn. The Centre boqan its activities in tho latter part of 1986, mainly
within the framework of proqramnos  and activities under the World Disarmament
Campaiqn. In this regard, and in respwee  to requests from Governments and the
public in tho r e q i o n ,  tho Centre, especially as this was the first yoar of it8
operationa, concentrated on the  dissoainntion  of information and on devolopinq  and
oxpandinq  contacts  with uolevant institution0  and organizations,  as wel l  US  the
public as a whole in Afr ice, with a view to pronuting better understanding of and
qenetatiny wider support for the objectives of the United Nations in the  field of
mace, arms limitation and disarmament. With il view to facilitating information
and research activities in this field in the region, the Centre is setting UP at
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its headquarters a reference and doaumontation servfae on issues of peaae,
SoQur  ity,  diearmamont  and  devolqmont,  espeaially  within the Afr iaan  aontext. To
this end, the Centre would wolamo suah contributions ao Member  States,
interqovernmental  and non-governmental organizatione and the publio as a whole may
wish to make towards the continued doveloment of the referenae  and doaumentation
sorviae,  inoludinq, among other things, books, journals, newspapers and other
publioationa as ~011  as related library and doaumentation equifwent.

6. Amotrq  other aotivitios  carried out in the region within the frsnlowork of the
World Disarmament Campaign, representative8 of the Centre visited various
institutionss  attended seminars and conferences and received several visitors at
the Centre’s  headquarters, in the uourse  of whioh disoussions  were*held  and
information disseminated on various fssuos  relating to peace and disarmament. The
Direator  of the Centre  attended the first regional training programae for Afrfoa
oonvened  by the World Fedoratiun  of United Nationa  Aseooiations  and held at Aoora,
Ghana from 16 to 22 June 1987, and  made a statement on “The United Nations and the
quest for peaoe and disarmamenta. From 23 to 27 June 1987, a representative of the
Centre partiaipatod in the World Congress of Wanen  held at Mosaow  under the them
“Towards 20OUr  without nwlear  weapons , for peac!e,  equality and development”. At
an international seminar at Helsinki eponeorod  by the Assoofation  of Finnish Adult
Eduaation Orqanizat  lone, a representative of the Centre made a statement on “The
role of the United Nations in the eearah  for peaoe and seaurity  in Afriao”.
Representativea  of the Centre also partiuipated  in the Third International
Conference on Peaae and Seaurity in Southern Afrioa,  held at Arursha,  United
Republic of Tanzania, from 6 to 9 April 19S7, and oo-sponsored  by the Centre for
Foreign Relations, Dar es  Balaam,  and the International Peaoe Aaadmy, New York.

7. Pn connection with regional aotivities  in Afriaa under tho World Disarmament
Campaign, the OAU Assambly  of Heads of &tats  and Govor  nmmt, in i t.8 resohtisn
AUG/Res.  164 (XXIII)  adopted at its twenty-third ordinary euesion  held at Addis
Ababa from 27 to 29 July 1987, aalled uwn all QAU  member 8tates  to pay partiaular
attention to the question of disarmament and to ensure its popularizatiar  through
sahools and eduoational programnee , within the framework of the World Disarmament
Campaign.

0. Furtkermoro,  and taking into aacount  the decision of the General Assembly in
its resolution 40/151  G that the Centre should work in co-operation with OAUI  the
Centre partiaipated  in a nunbor of activities during 1987 in uo-operation  with the
OAU . Upon the invitation of the OAU secretariat, the Centre pattiofpated  in the
meetings  held on 25 and 26 February and on 21 July 1987 at Addis  Ababa of the OAU
Ad Hoc  Coonnittee  of Fourteen member States established by OAU  resolution--a
AIIG/Ree.  154 (XXII) tc carry out a more detailed study of the &omd Deolaration on
Seourity,  Disarmament and Development  in Afriaa and the Programo of A&ion  for
Peace, Security and Co-operation in Afriaa, adopted at the Ministerial Regional
Conference on Security , Dlsarnlament  and Development  in Afrim,  whioh was convened
by OAU at LOII&  from 13 to 16 August 1985 (see A/40/7cl-S/17537).  Following the
conclusion of the work of the Ad Hoc Committee, the Asse&ly  of Heads of State and
Government of OAU,  at its twenmird  ordinary seasion,  deaided,  by its resolution
AHG/Res.  164 (xXIIll),  to endorse the Lane Uoolaration  and the Programs of Action.
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9. I’  II  tha  text of tho Programme of Action, a number of referor~3s  were made to
the objoctivas  anal  activities  of the Unitad  Nations Hagionol  Centre for Poaae  and
Disarmament in Africa. l;n particular, paragraph (1 of the Programma  of Action, as
amended  by the Committoe  arr.l endorsed  by the  Haads  of State and GovQrnment  stresses
thn utmost importance for the Centre to 6QrvQ  as a focal point for promotiw
co-ordination and hermonizetion of rusearch, study, documentation and information
activities of the region in the  intorrelatod  field of peacQ,  security,  disarmament
at-d dovolopmunt, in co-operation with the institutions of the United Nations. It
wili ba recalled in this connection that the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and
Govornmant  had in its resolution AHG/RQs. 154 (Xx11)  recommended t.hat  the Centre
work closely with OAU and, in particular, with i t5  Defence Commiesion  and  its
Libaretion  Committee.

10. Bollowing a recommendation by the GAO  Ad Hoc Committee of Fourteen that Africa
should contribute collectively  to tho preparations for the convening of the
1 ntornational  Conference on tho Wolationship  betwoon  Disarmament and Development by
submitting to that Conference a document highlightiw  Africa’s views on the
question, and upon the roquaet  of the Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Experts
estobliehed  by the Group of African States at Unitu;l  Nations Headquarters to
prepare the draft text of such a documQnt, the  Centre provided assistance to Qnable
the  Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Experts to mQet, at the Group’s request, at corn6
from 6 to 10 July 1967. In its resolution AHG/RQs.  164 (Xx1x1)  , the OAU Assembly
of Heads of State and Government exprassod  its gratitude  to the United Nations
particularly its Hegional  Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa, for its
invaluable co-operation with the OAU  Ad Hoc Committee.-I-

11. Upon the request of the OAU  Council of Ministers, as reflected in its
resolution CM/l042  (XLIV) adopted at thu  Council’u  forty-fourth ordinary session,
held at Addis  Ababa from 21 to 26 July 1966, the Centre has been co-operating with
the OAU secretariat in connection with the organizatio!l  and conveniry of a:  regional
sorninnr  of African scientists, resoarchero  and inet:itutions  on Africa’s role in the
use  of trucleaz  scignce  for peace and dovelopmont.

12. Searing in mind its mandate to provide, upon request,  substantive support for
initiatives  arid  other efforts of Member States ul”  the African region towards the
realization  of measures of peace, arms limiti\*.lon  and disarmament in the region,
the  Centre, at the requeat of the Government  of Cameroon, is etyaged in
preparations  for the initiation of a proyramme  of activities aimed at builiiing and
strengthening confideme,  security and devolopmont  within the framework of the
Economic Community of Central African States.

13. Staffiw  and finance: l3y  its resolution 40/151  G, the General Assembly
decided to establish the Centre on the basis  of Qxisting  resources  and of voluntary
contrfbutiotw  that Member Sttrtc?s  make  to that end. In  paragraph  11 of his earlier
report (A/41/660), the Secretary-General had stat&i  thQ  following with regard to
staffing and firtgncet

“The  Secretary-General wlsh~s to emphaaize  that, in accordance with the terms
of resolution 40/151  G by which the Centre was established and in view of the
financial crisis facing the UnitQd  Nationa, nt:lLhc?r  the regular budget of the
Organization  tK)r  existitg cxtrnhudgc!t:;lry  rc~nources  c a n  provide addi t ional
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funding for the Centre. It is therefore neaoseary,  in order to ensure the
Centre’s viability, to eetablieh a &able  baee for its finanainq.
Consquently,  voluntary contr  ibutione  from Member Statee  and interested
organizotione  and individuals will be needed in order  to meet staff
requirements and the basic  operating and administrative costs of the Centre.
A special effort ie being made to raise  voluntary oontr ibut ione  and to this
end the Seoretary-General has established within the Seoretariat  a truet fWU
to receive such aontr ibut  ione ae may bo  made to tho Centre. l

1 4 . The Secretary-General wishes to reaffirm that voluntary aontributions will
aontinue  to be needed to ensure the viability and effeative funotioning  of the
Centre, eepecially  in view of the Centre’s grawinq  programme  of work; In thie
connection, it will be reualled  that the General Assembly in its resolution 41/60  D
again appealed to Member States and international, governmental atld
non-qovernmental organisations  to make voluntary aontributions to the Centre.
Furthermore, the QAU  Aseembly  of Heads of State and Government, in ite resOlUtiOU
AIiG/Reo.  164 (XXIII), reaffirmed its appeal to the international oorrrnunity  to
provide oubstantive  aeeistande  for the effeative  operation of the Centre. Sinoe
the submiaeion of the  Seoretary-General’s  report to the Aesembly  at itru  forty-first
seaaion,  Cameroon and Togo have pledged further voluntary contribution& to the
Centre. Italy, Norway and Senegal have aleo  made aontributione  to the Centre. In
addition, the Ford Lpoundatiol,  has annoumed its deoitpion  to make a contribution to
the Centre,

15. The De@ar  tment for Diearmament  Af faire and the Department of Publio
Information are holding aonoultatione  on the ooneolidation  of the adminietration  of
the Regional Center and the Writed  Nations Information Centre in the intereet  of
qreater economy and efficienay,  while the two Centree  would remain diotilwt  in
their functione. It was proposed, eubjeat  to a aurrent  review of the role and
functions of the network of United Nations information aentree  that tho Direator of
the Regional Centre for Pease  ati DiearmanWnt  would uonaurrently aot  as Aoting
Direator  OR  the fnformotion Centre, Furthermore, efforte are king  made to
determine the possible oontributiasr  of other organs, agenoiee and programmee  of the
United Nationc  syetom  towards aasieting  the Centre and ite work.


