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.  INTRODUCTION

1. In its resolution 41/89 of 4 December 1986 , entitled “Strengthening of
security and co-operation in the Mediterranean region®, the General Assembly,

ter alia. welcomed any further communication to the Secretary-General, from all

ates, of proposals, declarations and recommendations ON strengthening peace,
security and ao-operation in the Mediterranean regiony invited the Member States of
the relevant regional organization; to lend support and to submit to the
Secretary-General concrete ideas and suggestions on their potential contribution to
the etrengthening of peace and co-operation in the Mediterranean regionj and
requested ths Secretary-General. to submit to the General Assembly at its
forty-second  session, on the basis of all replies received and notifications
submitted in the Implementation of the present resolution and taking into account
the debate on this question during its forty-first session, an updated report on
the strengthening of security and co-operation in the Mediterranean region.

2. Pursuant to that resolution, the Secretary-General, on 10 February 1987,

r Jdressed a note verbale to all States requesting their views on the question of
strengthening of security and co-operation in the Mediterranean region in

accordance with the relevant paragraphs of the resolution.

3. As at 15 Auqust 1987, 11 Governments had replied to the Secretary-General’s
note verbale. By the same date, two notifications had also been submitted to the
Secretary-General for circulation as official documents of the General Assembly
under the agenda item entitled “Strengthening of security and co-operation in the
Mediterranean region®" (see annex).

Il. SsuUMMARY OF THE DEBATE oN THE QUESTION OF STRENGTHENING op
SFCURITY AND CO-OPERATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION
DURING THE FORTY-FIRST SESSON OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

A. Considerations related to the political., security and
military aspects of the situation in the Mediterranean
req Icn

4. The majority of States that addreused the subject Of gtrengthening Of security

and co-operation in the Mediterranean region expressed thei- gravc conceru at the
recrudescence of tension in the reqgion in 1986, which had 1ed to serious incidents

jeopardizing the security and stability of the Mediterranean countries,
particularly of the non-aligned Mediterranean countries. Several States referred

in this respect to the increase of military presence and military activities in the
Mediterranean reqgion, to frequent military manoeuvres and demonstrations cf force

in the vicinity of the territorial waters of coastal States, to intensification of
international ‘terrorism in the region and finally to incidents of direct military

confrontation in the Mediterranean reqion.

5. Several States expressed the opinion that the extension of the global
East-West rivalry to the Mediterranean reqion, policies of "aggression” and

/lll



A/42/570
English
Page 3

*interferance", as well ag the expanding military presence in the Mediterranean
region of non-regional Rowers constitute the main factors contributing to tension,
crises and conflicts in the area.

6. A number or States noted onae again that Mediterranean security iS closely
linkod to security in Europe and the Middle East, as also to international peace
and secur 1 ty. Some States pointed out that strengthening of security and
oo-operation in the Mediterranean region could be achieved only if . solution were
found to the Middle East orisis, the Cyprus question and the situation in Lebanon.

A number of Statee emphaeized in thie regard ths role the United Nations could play
in finding such a solution.

7, One delegation drew attention to a series of endeavours undertaken in 1966
aimed at easing the tension in the Mediterranean region, euuh as encouraging direct
talks between the parties most aonoerned in Mediterranean gecurityy bringing
together the prime ministers of the Central Mediterranean countries to discuss the
situation in the region, inviting the foreign ministers of the regional non-aligned
countries to a meeting to discuss the tense situation and to draw up a COmMON
policy in the Central Mediterranean region. Another delegation reaalled {ts
proposal for a meeting of the non-aligned countries and the European oountrfee in
the Mediterranazan region aimed at drawing up of an international convention
covering collective measures and arrangements to protec t the Mediterranean and to
strengthen the peace and security of Mediterranean States. It was further recalled
that efforts were also made in the Seecurity Council in relation to the incidents
that had taken place in the Central Mediterranean with a view to solving all

differences on the basis of principles relating to the peaceful settlement Of
disputes.

B. International developments contributing to the process of

strentgthening of seourity and co-operation in the
Medigerwmanean O N

8. Refarr ing to the role of the Movement of Non-l ‘igned Countries in the process
of strenqgthoning security and co-operation in the Mediterranean region, a number of
States recalled once again the initiative taken by the foreign ministers of the
non-aligned Mediterranean countries at their September 1984 meeting at valletta, as
well as to the declaration of the heads of State or Government adopted at the
Eighth Non-Aligned summit Conference held at Harare in September 1986. The
declaration supported the joint efforts of the non-aligned Mediterranean States
directed toward the transformation of the region into a zone of peace and
co-operation and these countries’ ef torts to lessen and overcome tension and to
strengthen all-round co-operation in the interest of all.

9. Some States emphasized the importance the agreement reached at the 8tockholm

Conference on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures and Disarmament in Europe
on measures for confidence and security-building might have for the reduction of

tenson in Europe and in the Mediterranean. An opinion was expressed that this
agrrement might serve as a basis tot further elaboration at the Vienna follow-up
meeting of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE).
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C. General congiderations ooncerning the strengthening of

gecurity and co-operation in the Mediterranean region
and concrete proposals aimed at achieving thie goal

10. A number of States reiterated their commitment to the idea of transforming the
Mediterranean region into a zone Oof peace, security and m-operation. Some States
renewed thei¢ call for withdrawal of all foreign fleets from the Mediterranean.

11. A number of Statee expressed their belief that the Vienna follow-up meeting of

the ¢sck might contribute to the creation of a climate of co-operation in the
Mediterranean  region. One delegation expressed the opinion that this forum should

reexamine the Mediterranean document, which formed an integral part of the
Helsinki Pinal Act.

12. 8peaking on the question of the increase of international terrorism in the

Mediterranean region, one State reaalled its praposal made in Aﬁril 1986 before the
Council of Europe that a gontact group at the ministerial level should be formed,

consisting of four States members of the Council of Europe and four Arab countries,
in order to discuss all issues related to international terror iem.

13. Sane States noted %hat economic CO-operation among the Mediterranean countries
had already yielded some concrete results in the fields of economy, protection of
human environment, gscience and technoiogy, aulture and the arts, tourism and
sports, and drew attention to initiatives to promote cm-operation in the field of
exahange of information, particularly economic Information, industrial ao-operation
and transport and communicat iON. In this connection, some States expressed the
view that non-aligned Mediterranean aountriee should be considered full economic
Partners with the industrialized countries of Europe for the development of the
Mediterranean region ard called for a dialogue between the European Community and
the Mediterranean countries that are not members of the Communi ty.

[11. RepLIES RECEIVED FROM GOVERNMENTS
AFGHANISTAN
{Original:s Engl ieh]
(6 July 1987)

1. Under present circumstances the world situation has deteriorated because of
the continuing imperialist policy of milltarization and the arms race in every
corner of the world. Unfortunately, the Mediterranean region is a hotbed of
tension and political confrontation, which not only jeopardizes peace in the region

and Europe, but also threatens international peace and security.

2. Tha bpemocratic Republic of Afghanistan, in conformity with its peaceful

foreign policy, has always been loyal to the concept of strengthening of
internat ional peace and security and co-operation in the world, including in the

Mediterranean region.
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3. The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan attaches great importance to the uganda
item entitled “Strengthening of security and co-~operation in the Mediterranean
region”. There ig no doubt that the strengthening of confidence and security in
the Mediterranean region i8 closely linked to peace and security in Burope and
throughcu t the world.

4. In our bdief the Helsinki Final Aet of the Confererice on Security and

Co-operation in Europe in 1985 especially the Charter on Security and CO-Operation
in the Mediterranean, has lost none of 1t8 validity up to now.

5. The Democratio Republic Of Afghanistan supports the efforts of the countries
that are working to ensure stability, peace and security in the region and condemns

any attempt8 undertaken to disrupt the peace and security of the region.

BULGARIA

[Or iginals Prunch)
(8 April 19871

1. The People‘'s Republic of Bulgaria attaches great importance to all
development8 relating to the situation in the Mediterranean region. As a Blaok Sea
aountry, and thue linked to the Mediterranean, the People ' 8 Remublic of Bulgaria
has a vital interest in the normalization of the situation in that region and fully

supports the prowosal of the non-aligned countries to transform it into a zone of
secur ity and co-operat ion.

2. unfortunately, the situation in the Mediterranean region contines to be
strained, for reasons that are known to all. These are, first of all, Israel's
long-standing policy of aggression against the Palestinian and other Arab peoples,
ag well a8 the military and political preesure exerted by the un.ted Stat88 of
America on the independent 8tates of the region, whioh ha8 grown incraeasin¢ 'y
strong in recent years. The disgplays of force and constant provocation8 in the
form Of naval manoeuvre8 off the Libyan and Lebanese coasts are increasing tension
and threaten the security of the region and of Europe. The problem8 of the Middle
East must be solved not by force or militacy aggression, but by political weans,

through a process of negotiation, e.g. an international conference under United
Nations sponsorship with the participation of all the parties concerned.

3. Another source of tension in the Mediterranean i8 the illegal partition of
Cyprus and the attempt tO secure acceptance there of a separate state composed of
the Cypriot population of Purkish origin. On this Point, the People's Republic of
Bulgaria wishes to reaffirm it8 position that Cyprus must onae again become a
united, independent State enjoying territorial integrity and whoge sovereignty
axtends to the whole of the igland. In order for its gtatus as an independent
State to be affirmed, Cyprus muet be demilitarised, all military bases must be
eliminated from the island and all foreign troops withdrawn. A negot iated eolut ion
must be found to the question of cCyprus within the framewcr k of an international
conference devoted to that topic eponeored by the United Nations.
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4. The stockplling of nuclear weapons in the region and the presence of foreign
military bases are having a particularly destabilizing effect. The sooial ist
countries parties to the Warsaw Treaty, particularly the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, have frequently put forward propesals and suggested confidence-building
measures With a view to removing the nuclear threat and the proepeot of a military
confrontation in the Mediterranean. Their initiatives have included the reduction
of forces, the withdrawal of naval units earrying nuclear weapons, the
non-deployment of nuclear weapons on the territory of non-nualoar Mediterranean
States, the non-use Of nuclear weapons against Mediterranean countries that refuse
to install suah weapons on their territory, the simultaneous withdrawal of the
Soviet and american fleets from the Mediterranean, and so on.

5.  The People's Republic of Bulgaria remains convinced that, with good will, the
problems of peace, security and ao-operation in the Mediterranean region clan be
solved in a satisfactory manner. This will require a political dialogue in good
faith, wWhich is why Bulgaria supporta the idea of convening a conference on
Mediterranean  questions, similar to the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe, with the participation of aoastal and contiguous States, the United States
of america and other States tha* may be conoorned.

6. The People‘*s Republic of Bulgaria is preparod to do .verything it gan to help
transform the Mediterranean into a region of peace, security and co-operation.

BYELORUSSIAN SOVIET sSOCIALIST REPUBLIC
[Or iginals Russian]

[24 Auguet 1987]

1. The Byelorussian 88R, as a co-gponsor Of the socialist States’ well-known
proposal made at the forty-First session of the General Assembly, on the

establishment of a comprehensive system Of international peace and seaucity,
believes that the situation in the Medit.arranean region needs to be resolved on the
basis of the primciples sot forth in the joint letter of the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs or the socialist oountriee, entitled *Bstablishment of a comprehensive
system oOf international sesurity® (A/41/191).

2. In Our view, the tranaformation of the Mediterranean region into a zone of
lasting peace and co-operation ig a wholly attainable goal. To effect this
transformation requires a responsible approach on the part of all interested States

and a willingness to settle differences politically rather than by force, setting
shared interests above narrow, selfish objectives.

3. Unfortunately, the activities Of the United States of America and NATO in the
Mediterranean region continue to give rige to anxiety about the region’s future.

Inetead of contributing to the search for ways to implement the proposal of the
non-aligned States to transform the Mediterranean into a zone of lasting peace and

co-operation, the United States is pursuing other goals there, stepping up tension,
fanning confliote and using armed force as a means of indirect Or direct military
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aqgression. Bvidence of that course is afforded by the United States policy
towards Cyprus, the Syrian Arab Republic and other countries of the region, its
encouragement Of Igrael's aggressive actions and, finally, its attack on the Libyan
Arab Jamahir lya, which aroused legi timate indignation.

4. For a number of years , including 1966 (Bee M41/486/Mdd.1) , the

Byelcrussian 88R has communicated to the Secretary-General ita views and proposals
on measures that could alter the course of events in the Mediterranean away from
the "danger zone® towards the practical srengthening of the eeourity of all
countries in the region and the enhanoement of their stability and oo-operation.
Suoh a turn of events would alse be welcomed by oountriee outigde the Mediter ranean
region.

5. Reaffirming the views it submitted in previo 18 years, the Byeloruscian SSR
emphasizes that the speedy implementation of the well-known Soviet proposals on the
elimination of entire classes of nuclear weapons ln Europe would ooneidetably
improve the situation throughout the Mediterraneaa region. The region would also
benefit significantly from its transformation into a ohemioal-weapon-free zone.
The Byelorussian SSR once again draws attention to the need to begin negotiations
on the implementation of the Soviet Union's proposal for the simultaneous
withdrawal of the United States and Soviet fleets from the Mediterranean, and also
to the advisability of establishing wide-ranging oo-operation in the region, along
the lines of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Burope, in which the
United States and other interested countries, as well ag Mediterranean and adjacent
States, could take part.

6. After the initial staps in this direction, additional activities could be
undertaken in the Mediterranean region as part of measures to ensure eeourity
through disarmament and to establish a comprehensive system of international peace
and securi ty.

7.  The Byelorugsian 88R expresses the hope that a second conference of the
non~2liygned States of the Mediterranean region will contribute to the
transformation of that region into a zone of lasting peace and co-operation.

IRAQ
[Original: Arabic)
(21 Auguet 1987]
1. lIrag expresses its deep concern at the escalation and aggravation of the

situation in the Mediterranean, the uae of military and non-military pressure

against non-aligned countries in the region, the continuing confrontation between
Baet and West, the increased military presence, concentration of military
activities and build-up of weapon arsenals = Inoluding nuclear weapons = by the
super-Powers, the establishment of foreign bases and fleets and the continued
occurrence of crises and acts of nccupetion and aggression in the region.
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2. Irag condemns military exercise& and other displays of military force in areas
adjacent to the territorial waters or airspace of countries in the region, since
these may provoke extremely Serious events such as to threaten the eavereignty and
independence of aertain States in the region. It also rejects any pretext or
excuse designed to justify the use or threat of force in tne internal affairs of

Mediterranean countries, as well as the cveation of situations that may produce
similar  results.

3, Iraq strongly supports the conversion of the Mediterranean region into a zone
of peace, security and oo-operation and the ineulation of the region from
confrontation and oonfliat. |t supports efforts to promote gecur ity and
ao-operation in the region, in aaaordanae with the resolutions of the movement of
Non-Aligned Countries and the United Nat lons, par ticularly the efforts of the
Mediterranean members of the Movement of, Non-Aligned Countries to reduce and
eliminate tension6 and to promote comprehensive oo-operation for the benefit of all.

4. lrag uoneidere the Valletta Dealaration of S8eptember 1984 concerning Peace in
the Mediterranean region to be an appropriate framewoxk for aztion to promote

peace, gecurity and co-operation in the zegion, It urges compliance with the
principles of %'hat Declarat ion, particularly those relet fng to the non-use of force
or threat of use of force, the abstention by States from using their sems, forces,
bases and military facilities against non-aligned aountries in the Mediterranean

basin and the refusal of permission to foreign forces to use those countries
territory, waters and airspace for the launahing of aegts of aggression against them.

NIGERIA
(Original: English]
[6 May 19071

1. The political instability and military tension in the Mediterranean region are
classic examples of super-Power politics and disputes in the third world. fThe

region is probably unfortunate in that It commands both economic and strategic
intereats that have heightened euper-Power rivalry in that zone. Each has tried to

establish local presence at the expense of the other. The inevitable outcame has
been escalating political and military tension that has made the region a troubled

Bmt.

Proposals and prospects for peace

2. Since the super-Power rivalry and establishment of military bases In the
region have contributed to tension and instability, there should be gradual
disengagement of military presence on the part of the super-powers iIf genuine peace

is to return to that region. The two guper-powers should also re-examine their
poliaiee on what they consider as strategic to their economic interests in the

region, that is, the maritime traffic on the Mediterranean.
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3. Bf for te ghould be made to have the mediter ranean region transformed into a
zone of peace and co-operation amongst the States of the region. The two
super-Powers should help foster genuine economic co-opuration amongst the States of
the region as a means of ending hostilities. Probably, a possible ooneiderat ion
would he the eetabliechment of a commonly aooeptablr regional economic community but
the foundation for sueh an economic: superstructure has to be politically solid.

4. The states of the region should be encouraged to have regular meetings aimed
at finding solutions to the problems of the Mediterranean zone. The Valletta

meeting of September 1984 ehould probably be the foundation on which future
meetings should be built. Possibilities for the expansion of such meetings aould

be explored and ghould include all tho States of the region.

5. There should be an agreewsnt or agreemgnts amnget the nwlear-weapon States
to ban nuclear weapons in the Mediterranean region. Thoee already deployed should
be dismantled and others withdrawn. This wculd create some measure of secur ity in
the region and reduce military teneion.

6. Further attempts should be made to find a permanent solution to the

Palest inian question. There oannot be peace in the region if there is no peace in
the Middle Bagt. The Palestinian question is at the core Of the Middle East
débBcle and there cannot be genuine peace without a solution to the problem of a
homeland for the Raleet inians.

7. On the whole, it should be noted that as long as there i8 a threat to peaceful
navigation on the Mediterranean, some states will alwaye maintain vigilance over
what they regard as strategic sea lanes of communication. | t is important,
therefore, that all foreign military presence in the region should be withdrawn.

PHILIPPINES

[Or iginal:s Engl ish)

(21 July 1987]

The puilippines has always supported the initiative for global security and
has actively participated in various international cm-operative efforts for
econanio and gocial development. Accordingly, it will abide with and support all
co-operative ef forte required to reduce teneion and promote peace, secur ity and
co-operation in the Mediterranean region, in accordance With the pr inciples and
pertinent provisions of the Charter of the United Nat tons.
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TOGO
[Or iginuls French]
(17 April 19871

1. The questions of peace and seourity lie at the centre of the conceras of all
Governments, Whiah bear the heavy responsibility of providing their peoples with

living conditions that will promote their development. From this perspective,
every State has the duty to preserve its national sovereignty and territorial

integrity.  The notion of seaurlty is thus a aomplex phenomenon, which has military
and political as well as socio~economic ramifications.

2. Given that Scates are interdepenient, @ State S security and peaae are clearly
dependent on the peace and security of other States, and can only be genuine and
lasting if viewed {in the context of a aolleotive and global process involving the
international community as a whole. Obviously, then, any individual attempt by a

State or group of States to strengthen its security al the expense of another State
or group Of Stat’ a can only lead to a stepping up of the search for security

meeasures, Of which the arms race is one example, tad thus te greater insecurity
for all. It must be stressed that with the appearance. of nuclear weapons, which

threaten all mankind, has cane a greater awareness of the collective aspect of the
not ion of secur ity. The fact that nw~" ar weapons aonstitute a threat to all
States ~ to those that possess them aa well us to those that do not = meana that
the search for appropriate and effective ways to ensure the security of everyone is
« common responsibility.

3. It is in the light of the foregoing that the Togolese Gevernment once again

considerc the question of ‘Strengthening of security and co-operation in the
Mediterranean  region”.

4. The Togolese Governmant believes that the strengthening of security and
co-operation in the Mediterranean region first requires a clear analyeio of the
causes Of insecurity in the region. These causes stem from actions and behaviour
of the 8tatee concerned that violate human rights as well as the wprinciples of
swereiqnty, territorial integr ity, independence = non-interference in the internal

affairs of other States, non-aggression, the non-use of force and the peaceful
settlement of disputes.

5. It is infact the failure to respact these principles that is at the root of
armed confl icts throughout the world and in the Mediterranean regionj it is the
fear of being attacked, of losing their security, that leads the States of the

region te take part in the arms race and, being mistrustful, to refuse or hesitate
to Co-operate.

6. In essence, .then, the States of the Mediterranean must scrupulously respect
the principles of the Charter and trust each other if security and co-operation are
to be strengthened. In :hat connection, the Togolese Government, while commending
the efforts made by tha States of the region, the United Nations aud the Movement
of Non~Aligned Countries, believes that the General Assembly should be more
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forthright and gall upon all States Members of the Organisation, particularly those
belonging to the Mediterranean region, to abide by the following commitments;

(a) States should respect the principles contained in the Charter i the
United Nationsy specifically, they should refrain from the use of threats or force,

whether directed at the territorial integrity or political independernce Of any
State or in any other way incompatible with the purposes of the Organization, and,

in accordance with the Cbarter, should not interfere in affairs that are of the
national competence of other States, since the violation of these principles
constitutes a particular threat to security and co-operation among States)

{b} In accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the United Rations

and the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly
Relations and Co~-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, States should settle their international disputes by Peaceful means
sO that internaticmal peace and security or justice are not endangered, and should
avoid any action. that might give rise to conflicts)

(¢) States should promote civil, political, economic, social and cultural
rights and should not, therefore, deny those rights t 0 certain groups within the
population or discriminate against such Qroups on the basis of their nationality,
ethnic origin, race, religion or language, thereby creating, either directly or
indirectly, points of tension that might become disruptive Co peace and security
and destroy prospects for co~operations

(d) States should foster internaticmal co-operation in all its forms,

particularly at the regional and subregional levels; this is an appropriate and
important way of preventing conflictss;

{e} In the light of the above, the General Assembly should call upon the
States of the Mediterranean region to co-operate more fully with each other and
with the Security Council and the Secretary-General in order to prevent the
occurrence of any situation that might jeopardise peace and security,

{f) The Security Council and the Secretary-General must be urged to make full

use of the means available to them under the Charter in order to fulfil their
recponsibilities for maintaining international peace and security,

(g) The General aAssembly should endeavour to obtain a commitment from the
States of the region to implement serupulously decisions taken by the Security
Council. The Togolese Government is also of the view that the establishment of a
® Co8Snittee on the Mediterranean™ might be considered for the preparation of a
corg){erence of regional heads of State and Government aimed at solving comnon
problems.

7. The Togolese Government believes that the fundamental principles of the
Charter must be constantly borne in mind and that the General Asgembly should
continue to draw attention to the obligations of ewery State im the maintenance of

international peace and security.
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WANDA
[Original: Eng is]
[4 May 19871

1 Uganda has actively token the posi tion that the Mediterranean area should be a
zone Oof peace, free from euper-Power rivalry and preserved for peaceful

navigation. The tendency of some Powers to gtation naval forces in the area poses
a serious threat to the stability of the area and sovereignty of gome non-aligned

States in thiag region. These forces have been used to mount military attacks
against small States in the area. The belligerent attitude of Israel and the

continued denial by the same of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,
including a homeland of ther own, and the occupation of Arab lands have aggravated
the situation.

2. Uganda has always argued that a comprehensive settlement of the Middle East's

problems can o a long way to br ingirg a durable peace in the Mediterranean
region. Uganda hopes that this advice would be heeded by all coneerned.

URRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC
[Originat Russian]
(20 August 19871

1. Among all the matters relating to European seaurity, the question of scourity
in the Mediterranean occupies a prominent position.

2. Tension persists in this part of the globe because of the growing _
militarization Of the region, in particular the military presence of the United

States, and interventionist action b% that oountra/_ against ooastal States. These
include its open aggression against the sovereign Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, its
campaign of blackmail against the Syrian Arab Republic, its interference in tho
internal affairs of the Republic of Cyprus and itS opposition to a just and
comprehensive settlement in the Middle East.

3. 8uch actions are utterly at variance with &he idea of declaring the

Mediterranean a zone of peace, security and co-operation, and poge a threat to
peace everywhere. It is no coincidence that resolutions from recent sessions of

the General Assembly have pointed out that the security of the reyion is "closely
linked with international Peace and security®.

4. Changes in the situation in the Mediterranean, which is directly adjacent to
the Black Sea, directly affect the interests of the Ukrainian g8R.

5.  The Ukrainian 88R has consistently aalled for the Mediterranean to be

transformed from an area of military and political confrontation into a zone of
lagting peace and co-operation. The attainment of this goal would be facilitated
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by action on a number ot specific measures proposed by the Soviet Union. These
call, among other things, for the extension of agreed oonfidenoe-building measures
to the region, a reduotion in armed forces, the withdrawal from the Mediterranean
of vessels oarrying nuclear weapons, rejection of the deployment of nuclear weapons
in non-nuolear Meditarransan countries and a commitment by the nuclear Powers not
to use such weapons aga ingt any Mediterranean country that does not permit their

deployment within its terpicory.

)Y
6. Action on the Soviet initiative calling for the withdrawal from tho
Mediterranean of the United States and 8oviet navies would, in our view, help to
normalize the situation in theregion. The idea of creating chemical-weapon-free
zones oould also be applied to the Mediterranean. Further action to enhance _
security in the region could be framed in the light of the Soviet proposals made in

the statement of 15 January 1986 for abolishing weapons of mase destruction by the
year 2000.

7. The Ukrainian 88R supports the moves to enhance stability in the region that
are taking plaoe as part of the Helsinki process, and has a high regard for the
oonetructive proposals by the non-aligned Mediterranean countries as contained,
inter alia, in the deolaration adopted at the meeting at Valletta in 1984 and the
ocuments of the conference held in June 1987 at Brioni, Yugoslavia,

8. In the view of the uk: ainian S8R, a large-saale gathering on the lines of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe would also serve a useful
purpoge. In addition to the Mediterranean and adjacent States, such a gather ing
could pe attended by other interested countries. There, States aould reach
agreement on the formulation of definite recommendations for establishing g régime
of peace and security to govern the Mediterranean region.

9. The Ukrainian 88R believes that the United Nations can and should take
advantage Of its authority and opportuni ties to lend practical agsistance in
turning the Mediterranean baein into a region of lasting peace, security and
co-operation for all. The resolution on a comprehensive gystem of international

peace and security adopted at tho forty-first eession of the General Assembly
affords a sound basis for joint action by States in this direction.

10. Such a system of security would lead to the creation of a non-nuolear world in
which the use or threat of force would not be ecounten&anced and relations between
nations aould evolve in a spirit of mutual respect, friendship and co~-operation.
Progress towards a climate Of security, good-neighbourliness and co-operation in
the Mediterranean would, in turn, facilitate the establishment of a comprehensive
system of internat lonal secur | ty.

11. The socialisc States parties to the Warsaw Treaty are firmly in favour of
reducing the tension in the Mediterranean and turning the region into a zone of
lasting peace, good-neighbourliness and co-operation, and support the conduct of an
appropriate international conference for that purposej they reaffirmed their
position on the matter at the meeting of the cComei{ ttee of Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the countries concerned that was hold at Bucharest on 14 and

15 October 1986.
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UNION OF sovigT SOCIALIST REPUBLICS
[Original: Russian)
(20 August 1987])

1. The Soviet Union views the unabat ing tenelon in the Mediterranean region with
some alarm.

2. The reasons for the tenson in the Mediterranean are well known. They are,
primarily, the build-up of the United gtates military and nuclear presence, the
large-gcale militaristic preparations by NATO, the oppostion by the United States
and lsrael to a just and comprehensive settlement in the Middle East, the campaign
aqainet the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, which spilled over into a direct armed attack
on the latter by the United States, the cont inu ing three t to the independence,
sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of the Republio of cCyprus, the
campaign of blaokmail against the Syrian Arab Republio, and the threatened use of
force against other ccuntries in the Mediterranean basin, This situation is

fraught with danger, and tho conseguences would reach well beyond the 1imi to of the
Mediterranean region.

3. It {8 perfectly obvious that ahangeo in the situat ion in the Mediterransan
directly affeot the Soviet Union. As a aountry vitally interested in ensur in9
security, atability and peace in the region, the USSR has oonsietently argued that
the Mediterranean ehould be turned from an arena of military confrontation into a
zone of laeting peace and ao-operation.

4.  On the pbasis of the thesis, embodied in the Helsinki Final Act and the
Document of the Stockholm Conference, that there is an unbreakable link between
security in tha Mediterranean and eeaurity in Europe, the USSR considers that ewift
arrival at agreement on its proposals for abolishing entire categories of nuclear
weapons iia Europe = medium-range and tactical and theatre missiles = would also
have an instant positive effect on the situation in the Mediterranean region.

5. The determination of the Soviet Union to make a worthwhile contribution to
inproving the eituation in the Mediterranean is given substance in specific
proposals that would entail the extension to the region of agreed
confidence~building measures, reductions in armed forces, the withdrawal from the
Medi tor ranean of nualear-weapon-bear ing vessels, rejection of the deployment of
nuclear weapons in non-nuclear Mediterranean aountries and a commitment by the
nuclear powers nNot to use euah weapons against any Mediterranean aountry that does
not permit their deployment within {ts territory. The idea of creating
chemical-weagon-free zoneg could also bo applied to the region. The Soviet Union
in principle sees no need for its naval forces to maintain a permanent presence in
the mediter ranean. It is obliged always to have vessels there for only one

reasons the American Sixth Fleet, armed with nuclear missiles, is in the immediate
vicinity of the ‘Soviet borders, threatening the eeaurity of the USSR and its allies
and fr iende. If the United 8tutes, which 1 jag thousands and thousands of mi lee
from the Mediterranean, would withdraw its fleet, the Soviet Union, which is ready
to open talks on the matter without delay, would simultaneously withdraw its own.
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At this early stage ‘no restrictions of any kind would be plaoed on the naval
activities or naval armaments of the Mediterranean coastal 8tates, Fur ther actic

to enhance eeourity in the region, in the Soviet uUnion's view, aould be framed in
the light of the proposals in Mr. Gorbachev's statement of 15 January 1986 for

abolishing weapons of mass destruotion (nuclear and chemical) by the end of this
oentury.

6. The USSR hae a high regard for the constructive role played by the non-allgned
couatries of the Mediterranean, whiah, meeting at Valletta in 1984, called for the
region to be turned into a gzone of peace , secur ity and co-operation. |t hailethe

convening In Yugodavis this year of the second Conference of Mediterranean Members
of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and expresses the hope that the Conference

will facilitate the planning of practical action to give effect to thie initiative.

7. The Soviet Union considers that a broader gathering on the lines of the
Conference On Security and Co-operation in Europe oould also play a useful role.

In addition to the Mediterranean and adjacent States, it oould be attended by other
interested countries. At such a gathering, States oould reach agreement on the
formulation of definite recommendations for e¢stablishing a régime of peace and
gecurity to govern the Mediterranean region.

8. The resolution on a comprehensive system of international peace and eeaurity

adopted at the forty~first session of the General Assembly, whiah stresses the
growing interdependence of countries and the absence in the contemporary world of a
reeoneable alternative to the poliey of ao-operation and interaction, paves the
way, in the view of the USSR, for combined, more productive ef for ts by States to
guarantee eeaurity in the Mediterranean.

9. The Soviet Union 18 convinood that enhanoed eeaurity should be pursued in the
military, political, economic and humanitarian spheres. A construct ive dialogue,
bilateral and multilateral, on the principles underlying a world geoure for all

would provide an opportunity to identify the most ef feot {ve ways and practical
means of reorganizing international relation6 to fit the aspirations of all
nations, given the hard facte of the nualear and space age. Progress towards a
climte of seocur i ty, peace and trust in the Mediterranean would, in turn, be a

great asset in the construction of a comprehensive system of international eeourity.

10. Today as never before, urgent steps are needed to lower the temperature and

tension and normalize the situation in the Mediterranean region. In the view of
the Soviet uniun, the united Nations needs to take advantage of all its authority

and opportunities to lend practical asesistance in turning the Mediterranean into a
region of lasting peace, eeourity and co-operation.
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YUGOSGAVI A

f0riginal: Engliohl
(12 May 1987)

1. In ite reply of 15 June 1982, the Government of the socialist Federal Republic
Of Yugoslavia had the honour to emphasize its particular interest in the

stre gthening of eeourity and oo-operation in the region of the Mediterrancan as an
inteyral part of international secur ity. As a non-aligned, European and
Mediterranean coutnry, Yugoelavia hoe consistently etriven, together with other
non-aligned aountriee, to make the Mediterranean an area free of orises and
conflicts, weapons and pressura on non-aligned countries, and to turn tho
Mediterranean into a sea of peace, oo-operation, good-neighbourliness and progress
of all oountriee, irrespective of their social system, level of development or
size. |t approaches this question from the point of view of the consistent
implementation of the principles and objectives of tho United Natione concerning
all regions of the world and by all the Member States of the world organization.

2. In order to reasize the aspiration8 to strenythen security and co-operation in
the region of the Mediterranean, numerous recommendations have been adopted at
non-al igned gather ings, the Counference on Security and Co-operation in Europe and
at the United Natione that have the comnon feature oOf building peace, security and

co-operation in the region of the Mediterranean taged on tha principles of the
Charter of the united Natione.

3. Conferenoes of heads of State or Government, as well as ministerial
conferences and other meetings of non-aligned countries havo formulated and
developed political frameworks for strengthening security and co-operation in the
Mediterranean that are of laeting inspiration and constitute the basis for the
activity Of the Yugoelav Government. They, inter alia, point to the
interrelatedneas of the problems of the security of Burope, the Mediterranean, the
Middle East and North Africa: to tho fact that tho Mediterranean is increasingly
being used for manoeuvres by rival military forces.

4. They also point to the need to render support to the legitimate righta of the
non-aligned countries of that region to participate in ducieion-making relating to
their secur i ty, the need to strengthen joint ef for ta of the mediterranean

non-aligned and other countries in order to remove the causes of tension in this
region and, first and foremost, to achieve just solutions to the yuoetion of

Palestine, the Middle Bast crisis and the problem of Cyprus and to the need to
strengthen security and co-operation in the region of the Mediterranean in general.

5, It was on this basis that the Seventh Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Al igned Countries, held in March 1983 at Naw Delhi, addresged an

appeal to all Mediterranean members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries to
convene a meeting with a view to concerting their positions and launching

initiatives aimed at strengthening co-opecation and eeourity in the Mediterranean.
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6. Together with other non-aligned countries, Yugoslavia welcomed and fully
euppor ted the declaration for Mediterranean peace adopted at the Miniaterial
Meseting of Mediterranean Members oOf the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, hed in
September 1984 at Valletta,

7. The Eighth Conferenae of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countriee, hdd in September 1966 at Harare, reterated the support of rhe Movement
of Non-Aligned Countriee for the ef for ta to trandorm the Mediterranean into a
region of peace, security and co-operation, a region free of conflicts snd
oonfrontat ion. It expressed its firm support for the goal of strengther.ing
gecurity and oo-operation in the region of the Mediterranean in accordance with
previous communiqués Of the Movement and the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly. Supporting the orientation of the Mediterranean members of the Movewent
of Non-Aligned Countr ies towards investing lasting ef forte in reducing and
overcaning teneione and in etrengthening overall co-operation in the intarest of
all, the Conference welcomed and supported the decision of the Mediterranean
members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries to hold meetings at the
ministurial level whenever they deam it necessary, the next being gcheduled to take
place iN Yugoslavia, 80 a8 to make a concrete contribution to the stability of the
region and to the promotion of functional co-operetion in the region betl: among

Mediter ranean non-aligned countr ies and between Mediter ranean non-aligned and
European countries in var ious fields.

8. The csce participating States have formulated principles of international
relationg relating to security and ao-operation in Europe. They have undertaken to
abide by these principles also in their relationg with other States. The
understanding of mutual interrelatedness of security in Europe and the security in
the Mediterranean has inspired the CSCE participating States to €aborate in a
separate ohapter of the Final Doaument on the Mediterranean a oonaept of the
promotion Of Go-operation with non-European Mediterranean aountr ies, The CSCE
participating States pointed out clearly at Helsinki anA then at Madrid their
orientation to expand contacts and talks With CSCE non-participating Mediterranean
states With a view to aontr ibuting to peace, reduction of armed forces, iessening
of tension and the etrengthening of secur ity and the expansion of co-operation in
the Mediterranean.

9. At the meeting of foreign ministers of neutral and non-aligned csce
participating states, held at Brioni, Yugoslavia, in October 1986, within the
preparations for the Vienna C8CE follow-up Meeting, a communiqué was adopted on
further directions for action by neutral and non-aligned countries at the Vienna
follow-up meeting, which reaffirmed, inter alla, the existing relation between
eeourity in Europe and security in the Mediterranean within a broader context of
security in the world, and emphasized the need for meaningful implementation of the
ohapter on the Mediterranean in CSCB documents Proceding from this, Malta,
Cyprus and Yugoslavia at the ongoing Vienna csce follow-up meeting submitted a
proposal for the convening of a CSCB meding on the promotion of security and

co-operation in that region with the participation of all Mediterranean gtates not
participating in CSCE.
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10. Tho Yuyodav Qovernment has always considered that it ig of exceptional
importance that the question of the strengthening of security and co-operation in
the region of the Mediterranean, as an integral part of world security, should

become a lasting concern of the United Nations. In that it is proceeding from tho
belief that further ef forte are needed t0o reduse tension and arms and to oreate
conditong for gecurity and fruitful ao-operation in all areas for all countries and
peoples of the Mediterranean on the basis of the pr inciples of govercignty,
independence and non- inter £ ecence, inviolability of international borders, non-use
of force, inadmissibility of tha acguisition of territories by force, peaceful
solution of disputes and respect for parmanent sovereignty over natural resources,
as well as the need for just and feasible solutions to the oxisting problems and
criges in the region on the basis of theclorovisions of the Charter and relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly, withdrawal of foroign occupat ion forces and
the right of peoples under colonial or foreign domination t0 sclf~determination and
independence,

11, The Govornment of the 8FR of Yugoslavia expresses itS satisfaction at previous
offorto and the consensus aohieved within the United Nations on the etrongthening
of security and ao-operation in the region of the Mediterranean and stresses the
importance Of encouraging further efforts by all countries and of their
co~operation with Megiterranean countries with the aim of promoting peace, security
and co-operation in the region. It underlines the importance of the role of the
world Organization in the further affirmation of and ever-broader support fo: the
principle according to which the seaurity in the region is, £ irgt and foremost, the
task and responsibility of the countries of the region and equitable bilateral and
multilateral ao-operation among them is the best way to obtain stability whoroby
tho continued involvement of the Searotary-General of the United Nations would
greatly contribute tO positive developments concerning this question.

12. The Yugoslav Government is aware that the procegs of! the strengthening of
?ecurity and uo-operation in the region of the Mediterranean is both an uJrgent and
ong-term process that should be achieved gradually. It will spare no effort to
ensure that the principles and goals of the stiengthening of secvurity and
co-operation in the region of the Mediterranean are constantly promoted and
meaningfully implemented through action within the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries, the CSCE process and by action within the United Nations,

13. On the basis of the decision of the Eighth Conference of the Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countr ies, held at Haracc in September 1986, awl in
accordance With the activities of the Mediterranean members of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries initiated at the Minister ial Meeting of the Mediterranca.
Members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. held at valletta in 1984, and at
the invitation of the Yugoslav Government, reprosentativee of Algeria, Cyprus,
Egypt, Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malta, Morocco, the Palestine
Liberation organizat ion, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia and Yugoslavia, as well

as an observer from Zimbabwe, the current Chalrmar of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries, met at Belgrade from 24 to 26 Fabruary 1987,

14. This meeting adopted a press communigué in which it was emphasized,

inter _alia, that tue meeting at the level of high officials had the task to prepare
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the Minigterial Mooting of the Mediterranean Members Of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countriesy its goal wau to contribute in a concrete manner both vy the stability of
the region and the promotion of co-operation in various fields among the
Mediterranoan menbers of the Movement of Non-Alignod Countries themselves and
betwoen these countrioa and European countries.

15. Experts in planning and development from the Mediterranean Statee members Of
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, whose wor k was part of the preparatory
meeting, exchanged information on plane and progzammes Of economic and gocial
development of their countrieg and made recommendations to the effect that the
forthcoming Miniater ial Meeting accept action-oriented measures for the promotion
of economic co-operation among the Mediterranean members of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries based on common interest and mutual benefit in the following

fields, inter alias exchange of economic information, trade, industry, technology,
agriculture, tour ism and finance.

16. In the discussion on the current situation in the reyion, conducted in a
constructive atmosphere, solidarity was expressed with the just struggle of the
Palestinian people and the need was stressed for concerted efforts to overcome

causes of tension in the region, agreement was reached on the draft agenda and on
other wodalities of the Ministerial Meeting with a view to creating optimum

conditions for its success, and proposa! of Yugoslavia to hold the Ministerial
Moeting of the Mediterranean Members of the Movement oy Non-Aligned Countries from

3 to 4 Junc 1987 at Brioni, Yugoslavia, was adopted with satisfaction.

17. The Yugoslav Government points out that Yugoslaviu will continue, as in the

past, tOo gtrive to strengthen bilateral and multilateral contacts and forms of
co~oneration With the countries ot the region with a view to undertaking joint

actions in order to strengthen security and co-operation in the region of the
Mediterranean. It will co-operate wi th all other peace-loving countries and fo) ces
in the world that are ready t0 deal witk all outstanding international problems, in
accordance with the basic pr inciples Of the Charter ot the pnited Nations, in the

strengthening Of peace and security in the world, and of secur ity and co-operation
in the reyion of the Mediterranean.
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ANNEX
Sﬁtommhanimoérseeunk:tLand co-aperation in the Mediterranean
regions letters submitted for circulat ion under thig item as
at 15 August 1987/
A/42/231- Letter doted 15 April 1987 from the Permanent Representative of the
8/18816 Union of Soviet Socialist Republic5 to the united Nations addressed
to the Secretary-General

A/42/409 Letter dated 16 July 1987 from the Chargé d' sffaires a.i. of the

Permanent Mission Of Yugoslavia to the United Nations addressed to
the  Secretary-General
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