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WORLD DISARMAMENT  CONFERENCE

Report of the Secretary-General

1. TheGeneralas eembly, in i ts resolution 41/61 of 3 December 1986, inter alia,
recommended that the chairma: of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Diearmament
Conference undertake consultations with the representatives of the nuclear-weapon
States, as well as with all other Statee, in order to remain currently informed of
the development of their positions on tire question Of convening a world disarmement
conference and requested the Secretary-General tO report to the Assembly at !:s
forty-second session on the results of those consultations.

2. By a letter datud 28 Auguet 1987, the Chairman of tha Ad Hoc Committee on the
World Disarmament Conference conveyed to the Secretary-General informat ion
concerning the ccasultations he had undertaken in accordance with the provisions of
resolut lon 41/61. The Chairman's letter and the replies received from Governments
are annexed to the present report, which is rubmitted herewith in pursuance of the
above-mentioned rerolut ion.
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ANNEX

Letter from t%» Chairman Of the Ad _HoO : Committee on the
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|. LETTER DATED 28 AUGNST 1987 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE AD HOC
COMMITTEE ONTHE WORLD b1sARMAMENT CONFERENCE TO THE
SECRETARY~GENERAL

At its forty-firet seasion, on 3 December 1986, the Qeneral Assembly adopted

resolution 41/61 entit’ed "World Disarmament Conference", the operative part Of
which reads as follows:

"The Qeneral Assenbly,

L

"l. Notes with satisfaction that, in paragraph 14 of its report to the

General Assembly, the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference
stated the following:

‘Having regard for the impoztance requirement8 of a world disarmament
conference to be convened at the earliest appropriate time, with
universal participat ion and with adequate preparat ion, the General
Aecembly should take up the question at its forty-first regular session
for further consideration, bearing in mind the relevant provisions of
resolution 36/91, adopted by consensus, in particular paragraph 1 of that
resolution, and resolution 40/154, also adopted by consensus';

“2. Renews the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee;

"3. Recommends that the Chairman of the Ad Hw Committee undertake
ccneultations with the representative8 of the nuclear-we_:a]pon Statee, as Well
a8 with all other Stater, in order to remain currently informed of the

development of their positions on the question of convening a world
disarmament conference)

"4, Reqguests the secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at
its forty-second session On the results at those consultations;

“5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of tts forty-second
session the item entitled ‘World Diearmament Conference’.”
In view of paragraph 3 of that resolution, in my capacity as Chairman of the
Ad Hw Committee, | convened a meeting of the bureau of the Ad Hw Committee on the
World Disarmament Conference ou 23 April 1987 to address, _inter alia, the question
of the consultations referred to in that paragraph.

In defining the scope of the Chairman’s consultations, the bureau was of the
opinion that the wording "as well as with all other states®, as stipulated in

paragraph 3, should be interpreted as referring to the member State6 of the Ad_Hoc
Committee. —
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Accordingly, 1 transmitted note6 verbales to the representatives of the
nuclear-weapon states as well as the member stat»s of the Committee, requesting
information concerning the positions of their Governments on tho question of

convening a world disarmament conference.

| have the honour to inform you that to date replies, which are attached

herewith, have been received from Bulgaria, China, France, the Philippines, Poland,
sri Lanka, the union of Soviet Socialist Republics, tho United Kingdom of Great

Brivain and Northern Ireland wnd the United states of America.

(Signed) Nissanka WIJEWARDANE
Chairman of the
Ad Hoc Committee on the World
Diear mamont Conference
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1. INFORMATIONRECEIVEDFROMGOVERNMENTS
BULGARIA
[Original: English)
(24 July 19871

1. The Government of the People's Republic of Bulgaria has invariably supported
all proposals, initiatives and actions that are aimed at effecting a change in
international of faire towards building comprehensive international eeourity on the
basis of confidence and CO-Operation among States.

2. In the tense international situaticn of the present day marked by the onguing
arms race amd the growing threat Of itS extension into new epheres and getting out
of hand, the idea of convening the World Disarmament Conference continues to be a
topica 1 one

3. Together with the other disarmament forums, such a conference would provide
new opportunities for concerted efforts by all States in undertaking practical
measures to end the arme race and to achieve real disarmament,

4. he Conferenoe could oonsider and adopt concrete decisions on the many pending
proposals, particularly those oonaerning the elimination of the trheat of nuclear
war, the avoidance of the danger of transferring the arms race into outer space and
its cessat ion on Earth, and the elimination Of nuclear arms and the ether weapons
of maes deetruction by the end of this century.

5. The Government of Bulgaria is of the view that the Wr| d Disarmament
Conference, the idea of which enjoys wideepread support at the united Nations,
would aontribute to intensifying the ongoing negotiations and {0 starting new ones
on the entire set of disarmament issues, the amelioration of the overall political
climate in the world and the establishment of a comprehensive eystem ' peace and
security.

CHINA
{Original: Englieh)
(15 June 19871

China has always stood for the convening c * an international conference to
discuss disarmament. As early as 1963, China proposed holding a world summit
conference 10 discuss the complete prohibition and thorough destruction of nuclesr
weapons. The two super-Powers that possess the largest arsenals of both nuclear
and conventional weapons are now stepping up their arms race, posing a grave threat
to world peace nd eecurity. It §s therefore a matter of utmost urgency to urge
them by various means tc reduce thelr armaments. If the majority of the
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Member States are in favour of a world conference to discuss how the two
su_|i)er-Poworo should take the lead in drastically cutting their armaments, China
will be ready to support the idea.

FRANCE
(original: French]
(27 August 19671

The French Government has tho honour to confirm its position as stated in its
letter of 8 July 1986.

PUILIPPINES
[original: English]

{14 July 19871

1. The Philippine Government has always supported the disarmament campaign,
recognizing that resources expended for the arms race will be put to bettor use if

rechannelled tO develepment efforts. The Phililopines has consietantly voted in
favour of General Assembly cesolutions that cull for an end to the arms race. This
commitment to disarmament is clearly manifested in section 8, article Il, of the
new Philippine Conetitut son, which states that "the Philippines, consistent with
national Interest, adopts and pugsues a policy of freedom from nuclear weapons in
its territory”.

2.  As a member Of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference the
Philippines fully supports all measures that will eventually lead to complete and

general disarmament. The convening or the World Disarmament Conference

garticipated in by Member States, especially the super-Powers, iS a step in this
irection.

POLAND
[original: English]
(15 July 1987]

1.  The Government of the poiish Peopl€'s rRe ublic - considering the exceptionally
Painful experiences of Poland and the Polish nation during the Second World War -

has traditionally attached thee?reatest significance to peace, international
security, disarmament and peaceful co-operation between States. The unceasing arms

race, the development Of ever newer and more devastating types of weapons of mass
annihilation, especially in the nuclear field, and the possibility of extending the

arms race to outer space are among the factor s contributing to the exacerbation
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of international tension and making it necessary for concrete and radical
disarmament steps to be taken without further delay.

2. Its support for the consensus resolution of the forty-first seasion of the
General Assembly concerning a world disarmament conference is a manifestation of a
congistent and unfaltering interest that the Govermment of Poland taker in the
concept of convening such a conference Which = in our considered view - would allow
for the highly oomplex issue of disarmament to be approached in a comprehensive and
universal manner.

3. The Government Of Poland stands convinced that no stone shou'd he left
unturned in order to accelerate the attainment of the lofty goal o€ a world ri@ Of
nuclear weapons and other weapons Oof mass destruction. | ts conviction in that
regard has been borne out by Poland’s yearlong efforts, both at the United Nations
and on a regional plane, pursued on its own or together with other States parties
to the warraw Trzaty. Among the former, mention must be made of the commonly known
initiatives: the Rapacki Plan for a nuclear-free zone in Central Europe, the
Gomulka Plan for a nuclear freeze in that region and, mare recantly, the Jaruzeleki
Plan for reduced armaments and enhanced confidence in Central Burope, while the
latter include, inter alla, the initiative of the soci{alist Staten submitted at the
forty-first session of thb General Assembly to create a comprehensive system of
peace and international security. These initiatives oonetitute an eloquent
expression of Poland's determination to bring closer the vision of a peaceful world.

4. In the view of tho Government of Poland, the consideration of the historiec
task of disarmament at the forum of a world disarmament conference would = assuming

the political goodwill of all participants - allow the identification of the

factors that unite States and constitute a common platform of their interests, as
well as the opportunity to deal with problem that divide States, in ordz: to work
out compromise eolutions that weuld pave the way towards meaningful agreements iii

the field of arms limitation and disarmament.

SRI LANKA
{Original: English)
{10 June 1997)

1. The Government Of " ri Lanka believes that the aonvening of a world disarmament
conference could make a positive contribution to progress in negotiations leading
to general and complete disarmament under effective international control an
objective to which the states Members of the United Nations hav » declared their
commitment. The universal nature of concerns relating to disarmament and the
urgency of action to meet those concerns, as acknowledged at the special sessions
of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, bring into focus the relevance Of a
world disarmament conference. The Ad Hoec Committee on the World Disarmament
Conference has recorded the wide support extended Member States for the convening
of such a conference and this has been acknowledged by the General Assembly.

fooo
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2, cuncern has been exprrssed regarding aspeoto relatiny to tho deteriorating
intcrnational situation and their impact on a world disarmament conforenco.

Sri Lanka believes that such a conference, backed by nanessary political will in
congonance With a declared commitment to disarmament, would make an important
contribution t0 confidence-building. Progress in disarmament, parcicularly in a
multilateral framework, and the easing of international tension havo a mutually
supportive relationship. A world disarmament conference, appropr lately convened,

could facilitate such progress by providing political impetus to the process of
disarmament negotiations carried out in different forums.

3. The nuclear-weapon States have a primary responsibility in facilitating
disarmament negotiations in terme of priorities formulated at the first special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, hold in 1979.
Participation Of these States together with other militarily significant States
will be essential to ensure meaningful results from a world disarmamont conference.

4. The Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee should undertake consultations with the
Member Stateo with a view to faoilitat ing the re :tivation of the Ad Hoc Committee
under the renewed mandate (General Assembly resolution 41/61) and with a view to
preparing for the convening of a world disarmament conferonce at the earliest.

UNION OR SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS
[Original: Russian]
(16 June 1987}

1. The Soviet Union takes this opportunity once again to state that as a matter
of principle it supports the idea of convening a world disarmament conference.

2. The course of world events, the changes in international relations, the
growing interdependency of States and the creation of weaponry of unprecedented
destructive Power objeatively dictate the need for new thinking, a realistic
approach to questions of war and peace and the abandonment of fixed dogmas and
stereotypes. A further manifestation of a responeibla attitude to mankind’s common
aonaern to ensure the survival of civilization would be the convening of a world
disarmument conference, which, through the collective effortas of States belonging
to different social systems, could work out affective measures to curb tho arms
race and proceed to real disarmament.

3. The Soviet uUnion's aations cleariy demonstrate the sincerity of its desire to
buiii a non-nuclear, non-violent and demilitarized world. Demonstrating an
understanding of the realities of the nuclear missil. age, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics has in the recent past alone introduced a whole range of
concrete, far-reaching proposals aimed at eliminating all types of weapons of mass
destruction, particularly nuclear weapons, by the year 2000, preventing the
extension of the arms race to outer apace and reducing military activity
everywhere. It is symbolic that this year, the seventieth anniversary of the
October Socialist Revolution, it has made efforts to consolidate the positive
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achievements of Reykjavik which have given rise to the possibility of taking
practical steps in the area of nuclear disarmament.

4. The Soviet initiatives, and also the proposals of other States that are
coicerned for the fate of the world, ecould form the basis for a multilateral
exchange of views at a wor 1d diearmament conference. The Government of the Union
o7 Soviet Socialist Republics invites the nuclear Powers that have not yrt
re~ponded favourably tO the idea of convening such a forum to take u wore
constructive position and bring into the service of the cause Of peace the vrrt
possibilities that may be offered by a world disarmament conference.

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NCRTHERN IRELAND

(Original: English)

(6 July 19671

The Gevernment Of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
believes that, in view of the present international climate, no useful purpose
would be served by preparing €or the holding of & world disarmament conference.
The United Kingdom therefore continues to doubt the usefulness of further meetings
of the Ad Hoc Committee.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
(Original: English]

(25 Juno 1967)

1. The Government of the United States of America continues to view a favourable
international environment as an indispensable prerequisite for e successtul world

d isarmament conference. Therefore, convening ouch a conference at this time would
be premature and counterproductive because of the lwk of ® groamnt within the

international community on both the conditions necessary for a conference and the
substant ive issues that it would aoneider.

2. In addition, such a conference would duplioate existing forums, especially t he
third special session of the General Assembly on disarmament, scheduled for 1988,
and might well impede rather than facilitate ongoing international negotiations to
achieve deep, meaningful, and verifiable reductions in the existing level of
armaments. Under these circumstances, and in view of the budgetary restrictions on
the United nations, the United States does not believe a world disarmament
Conference could fulfil its objectives.



