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Pa le s t i ne  r e fugees  i n  the  Gaza Strie-a

Report of the Secretary-General

1. The present. report is submitted to the General Assembly in pursuance of its
resolution 41/‘69  E of 3 December 1986, in which the Assembly reiterated its demand
that  Is rael  should  des is t  f rom the  romovirl and reset t lement  of  Palest ine refugees
in  the Gaza Str ip  and from the des t ruc t ion  of  the i r  shel ters ,  and regulzsted the
Secretary-General ,  af ter  consul t ing with  the Canmissioner-General  of  the  Uni ted
Nations &lief  and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWAlr  to
r e p o r t  t o  i t ,  b e f o r e  t h e  openlrlq o f  i t s  forw-second  s e s s i o n ,  o n  I s r a e l ’ s
compliance with the resolution.

2. On 21 January 1987, the Secretary-General  addressed a note  verbale  to  the
Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations, in which he drew
at tent ion  to  h is  repor t ing  responsib i l i ty  under  the  resolu t ion  and reques ted  the
Permanent Representative to inform him, by 30 June 1987, of any steps his
Government had taken or envisaged taking in implementation of the relevant
provis ions  of  the  resolu t ion .

3. In a note verbale dated 8 July 1987, the Permanent Representa tivF: of Israel
repl ied  as  fo l lower

“Israel ’s  posi t ion on th is  reso?ution  has been set  out in  euLxzeesive
annual  repl ies  submit ted  to  the  ,Secretary-General  in recent  years . The report
of the Secretary-General dated 3 September 1986 (A/41/564) contained the

* A/42/150.

R7-20568 24211.1 (E) iJc ,
c- - -

/ . . .



A/42/507
Englirh
Page 2

latert o f  t h e s e  r e p l i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n , Israel’8 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  the  Spcial
Political  Committee  r e i t e r a t ed  Israel’s  porition  d u r i n g  hir s t a t e m e n t  on
28 Gctobsr 1986 (A/SPC/41/SR.14).

“Thir resolu t ion  ie d is tor ted ,  unbalanced and inaccura te  and itr eponrorr
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  i g n o r e  t h e  i m p r o v e d  l i v i n g  conditione  i n  t h e  Gaza D i e t r i c t  6ince
1967. Resolution  41/69 E doer not mention the 120 per cent increare of pupils
attending echo01 in  the  irdza Dist r ic t  s ince  1967,  nor  does i t  ment ion  the
25  per  cent  drop in the  i l l i teracy ra te  among inhabi tants  in  the Gaza Dist r ic t
a ince 1967. Furthermore, it does not mntion  the extene ive development of
medical oare or the improvemrnt of environmental aervicee - including water
eupply, eewage and refure disposal. By convenient ly  omit t ing there  facts..  the
sponsors of resolution 41/69  E continue to pervert General Assembly
resolut ions  for  propaganda purporee.

“Moreover, since 1967 Israel has initiated community development projects
in the Gaza Dietrict, enabling over 10,000 families to leave refugee camps and
relocate  to  new res ident ia l  areas . Thaee p ro j ec t s ,  pa r t  o f  the  vo lun ta ry
Refugee Rehabilitation Programme, are becoming increasingly popular among the
refugees because they mater ially  improve their living condi  tione. Ierael  Is
pos i t ive  ro le  in  in i t ia t ing  these housing projec ts  ha6 been recognized  by both
the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner of UNRWA in their respective
reports (A/40/613 and A/40/13).’

4. The following information concerning Israel’s compliance with General Assembly
resolution 41/69 E Is based on reports from the Commissioner-General of UNRWA.

5 . In the reporting period, the Israeli author itiee demo1 iehed 12 she1 ter rcome,
which affected four refugee families comprising 23 persons. Erome  rooms were
constructed by the refugee famil ice concerned and others by the Agency, The
p a r t i c u l a r s  a r e  a s  followsa

(a) On 11 February 1987, two Agency shelter rooms in the Rafah camp,
Block N/105,  in add1 tion to eight private rooms at Tel-es-Sultan, were demolished
as  a  pun i t i ve  actlonj

(b) On 8 July  1986,  two shell-er rooms !privately  built) at Khan Yunis Camp,
Block J/471/40, occupied by one refugee family comprising 10 persons, were
demolished, reportedly on the grounds that the conetruccion contravened building
requla t lone .

6 . The Agency is  fo l lowing up wi th  the  Is rael i  author i t ies  the  rehousing of
refugees who remain affected by the demolitions in 1971 in the Gaza  Strip. lmat
year’s report referred to the status of 87 famil lee categor  ized as l iving in
hardship  condi t ions  (see  A/41/564,  para. 6) . The situation on 30 June 1907 was as
follows; 14 of these 87 families continued to live in conditions of hardship, 18
remained uneatiafactoril y housed (inadequate), 37 were  sa t is factor i ly  housed
(adequate) and 18 had previously purchased houses in projects sponsored by the
I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s . The s i tua t ion  of  the  14  fami l ies  l iv ing  in  condi t ions  of
hardship was checked several times during the reporting period. Despite repeated
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assurances  by the Israel i  author i t ies  that  they would  be rehoused,  very l i t t le
progress has been made, The authorities continue to assure the Agency that a
solution has been developed and will be implemented as soon as possible.

7. During the reporting period, the Commiss  loner-General received the following
informat ion re la t ing to  refugee shel ters  demol ished by the Israel i  author i t ies  on
the grounds that they had been built  without proper authority on State land outside
camp boundaries;

(a )  In  pa rag raph  7  ( a )  o f  l a s t  yea r ’ s  r epo r t  (A /41 /564) ,  i t  was  s t a t ed  tha t
the Israel i  author i t ies  had to ld  several  famil ies  l iv ing on the nor thern  per imeter
of Jabalia Camp to remove some of their she1 ter extensions and that these families
had taken the matter to the High Court of Israel ,  whrch  had ruled against  them. No
demo1 itions  have taken place so far , al though the she1 ter s have been isolated by
the bulldozing of sand around their premises. The Israel i  author i t ies  have had
discussions with some members of this group;

(b) Of the 35 families whose shelters on the perimeter of Beach Camp were
demolished in 1983 (see A/41/564, pars. 7 (b)) ,  15 have received plot8 of land at
Shoikh Padwan  of the Bel t  Lahiya  housing projec ts . Of the remaining 20 families,
three have left the Beach Camp area , one has bought a piece of land outside the
projects,  and one has moved in with relatives. Fifteen families are 1 iving in
temporfiry shelters built  by themselves on or near the same site. The Israel I
author i t ies  have s ta ted  that  they would  be wil l ing  to  consider  a l locat ing  land in  a
housing project for the families who had not been rehoused, but that it would not
be at  Sheikh  Radwan,  which was the projec t  neares t  the  s i te .

8. Last year’s report referred to some refugee families in Block Q of the Rafah
camp who, at  the ins tance of  the Israel i  author i t ies ,  had eqreed to  re locate  to  the
Tel-es-Sul tan  housing projec t  (A/41/564,  para. 8). At as 30 June 1987, most of the
families concerned had been allocated plots of land, but pending construction
thereon,  they remain  in  thei r  shel ters , which are isolated by the bulldozinq of
sand around them. A few have refused the al,xation  and have sought larger plots
because of  the  s ize  of  their  famil ies .

9. In  addi t ion , in the year under review, a c c o r d i n g  t o  infor;,,ation  ava i l ab l e  t o
the Commissioner-General,  20 plots of land in housing projects were allocated by
the  I s r ae l i  au tho r i t i e s . I n  t h i s  p e r i o d , 301 refugee families, comprising 1,854
persons, moved to 174 plots of land in housing projects, havi nq sccepted  demo1 it ion
o f  t h e i r  s h e l t e r s  i n  t h e  cam%  as  a  p r i o r  c o n d i t i o n . A fu r the r  f ive  r e fugee
famil ies ,  canprieing  33 persons , h a n d e d  o v e r  t h e i r  s h e l t e r s  t o  the  I s rae l i
author ities  and moved to f rve plots of land, but their she! ters were made available
t o  t h r e e  ot.her  r e fugee  f ami l i e s . TWO of  these  famil ies  had to  demol ish  thei r
or iqinal she1 ters before moving, and the third came from outside the camp.
Fourteen other  refugee famil ies , comprising 101 persons who wete living outside the
camps, moved to 14 plots of land. In  addi t ion , seven refugee famil ies ,  comprisinq
45 persons, moved to seven completed housing units consisting of 22 rooms prior to
d e m o l i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s h e l t e r s , and another five refugee fern11  ies,  comprising 36
persons 1 iving outside the camps, moved to five completed housing units consisting
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o f  15  rooma, In  t o t a l ,  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d , 319 shelter rooms were demolished, of
which 260 were built by the Agency, 12 were built  with Agency aeeistance and 247
were built  without such assistance.

10. As the figures in the previous paragraph show, although there have been a few
except ions , t he  p r ac t i c e  o f  recruiring  r e f u g e e  families t o  d e m o l i s h  t h e i r  s h e l t e r s
as  a  pre-condi t ion of  movinq to  new housing cont inued dur ing the  repor t ing  per iod .
The Agency has objected to this practice not only because of practical
COmpliCatiOnB  in ca’Jes of extended famil  ies who ahare the same she1 ter , where one
family wishes to  move but  another ,  usual ly  the  older ,  wants  to  remain ,  but  also
because of the overcrowded conditions and urgent ne
f ami l i e s . The Commissioner-General took the matter
Administrator of the Grlza Strip on 15 June 1987 and
r e l a x a t i o n  of  I s r ae l i  po l i cy  i n  t h i s  r ega rd .

d for accommodation for refugee
up in  a  meet ing wi th  the  Civ i l
asked for  a  revlew  and

11. The  I s r ae l i  authoritiee,  acco rd ing  t o  informat o n  ava i l ab l e  t o  t he
Comnissloner-General, to  da te  have al located a  to ta l  of  approximately  3 ,734 plots
o f  l and  In t h e  Gaza S t r i p  for h o u s i n g  projects. A to ta l  of  2#496  p lo ts  have been
bui l t  o.n by 3,507 refugee famil ies  compris ing 21,670 persons ,  br:ildings  on 201
plots  are  under  construct ion, 910 plots are sti l l  vacant and 127 have been built  on
by non-refugee famil ies . III addition, 2,927 refugee families ConSiSting  of 18,052
persons have moved into 2,661 completed housing units consisting of 5,874 rooms.

12. Refugee famil ies  are  cont inuing to  purchase  plots  of  land a t  subeidized  rates
fat t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  houRea i n  t h e  p r o j e c t s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s
i n  t h e  Seit L a h i y a ,  Nazleh  and  Te l - e s -Su l t an  a r ea s .  The  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f
mult i -s tory apar tment  blocks a t  Sheikh Radwan ,  eponeored  by Israel i  author i t ies  and
offered for  scale upon cunpletion, a s  r epo r t ed  l a s t  yea r  (A /41 /564 ,  ,,ara. 111,
cant  inuee.


