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Revenues derived from Palestine :efuqeeproperties

Report of the Secretary-General

1. The present  repor t  i s  submit ted  in tltsuance  of General Assembly resolution
4 l/69 H of 3 Deccx!,er  1986, e n t i t l e d  “Rt Jenues de r ived  f rom Pa l e s t i ne  refuqee
p r o p e r t i e s ” , the  opera t ive  paraqraphs of  which read as  tallows:

“The  General Assembly,

II
. . .

“1. Requests;  the  Secretary-General  to ‘-dka a l l  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t e p s ,  i n
consul.tation  with  the  [Iniced Naticns  Conci l ia t ion  Commission for  Pales t ine ,
for  the  protect ion and adminis t ra t ion of  Arab proper ty ,  aasets  and troperty
r i q h t s  i n  I s r a e l , and to  es tabl ish  a  fund for  the  recc?ipt of  income der ived
therefrom, on behalf of the riqhtful  owners;

n2. Calls  o n c e  m o r e  u p o n  I s rae l  tp r ende r  a l l  f a c i l i t i e s  and  a s s i s t ance
to the  Secretary-General  In the  implementa t ion  of  t\le presel,t  resolutionl

n3. Calls upon the Governments  of all  the other Member States concelx?
t o  p r o v i d e t h e  Secretary-Generfil  w i t h  a n y  p e r t i n e n t  ir,formation  i n  t h e i r
possession concerninq  Arab ptcrperty, assets  and proper ty  r iqhts  in Israel ,
which would assist the Secretary-General in the implementation of the present
resolutions
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” 4 , Deplor  ;38 I3rael’s refusal  to  co-operate  with  the  Secretary-General
i n  t h e  implementatCon  o f  t he  reeolutions  on t h e  q u e s t i o n r

“5. ReWeGts  the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at
its for ty-second session an the  implementat ion of the preeen?: resolu t ion .”

2. On 9 January 1987, in accordance with establ.Lshed  procedure, the relevant
provis ions  of  resolutiona  41/69 A to K were brouqht  to  the  a t tent ion  of  the
Chairman of the United Nat.iona  Conciliation Commission for Palestine.

3. Similsrlyr  on 21 January 1987, the Secretary-General  t ransmit ted  to  ths
Qovernmnnt  of  I s rae l  t h o s e  r e s o l u t i o n s , i n c l u d i n q  r e e o l u t i o n  41/69  H ,  ant! recluested
Israel to inform him by 30 June 1987 of any steps i t  had taken or enviaaqed takinq
in the implementa t ion  of  the  relrJvant  provis ions of those resolut ions.

4. Also cn the same date, the Secretary-General  sent  a  note  verbale  to  a l l  Other
Member States ,  drawinq thei r  at tent ion  to  the  re levant  provis ions  of  resolut ions
41/69  A ,o K,  inc ludinq paraqraph 3  of  resolut ion  41/69 H,  and requestinq
information by 30 June 1987 concerning any action l aken or envisaqed in relation to
their implementation.

5. A reply  dated 8 Jul.y 1987 was received from I;cael, covecinq various  aspects
of  resolut ions  41/69 A to K. I n  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p l y  r s l a t i n q  t o  r e s o l u t i o n
41/69 H, “Revenues  der ived f rom Pales t ine  refuqee proper t ies” ,  the  text  reud as
fol tows;

“?esolution  41/69 H demonstrates its sponsors’ misuse of the General
Assembly for the qoals of the onqoinq Arab propaqanda campaiqn aqai.nst
I s r a e l , Is rael ’s  posi t ion on th is  reso lu t ion  has been set  out  in  s ta tements
by Is rael ’s  representa t ive  to  the  Specia l  Pol i t ica l  commit tee  on
10 November 1981 (A/RPC/36/SR.28)  , on 15 November 1985 (A/BPC/4O/RR.34)  , on
28 October 1986 IA/SPC/41/SR.141  and in the report of! the Secretary-Genera1
(;\/41/5431  dated 2 September 1986.

“There  is  no leqal  bas is  fop- takinq the steps proposed by this
reso lu t ion . P r o p e r t y  riqhts  w i t h i n  t h e  borde r s  o f  a  sovereiqn  S ta t e  1jr-e
exclus ively  subject  to the  domest ic  laws of  that  State . The r iqht  of  Sta tes
to  requlata and dispose  of  proper ty  wi thin  thei r  ter r i tory  (and the  income
der ived f rom that  property)  ~EI  a qenera1l.y accepted  pr inc ip le .

“Siqnificantly, the sponsors of this resol  u tion have not suqqes ted at. any
t ime that  s imi lar  etepe be taken reqardinq the  ccnfiscated Jewish proper ty  in
krah countr  iea. As a result of the 1948 War approximately 800,000 Jswish
re fuqees  from Arab countriee  were resettl.ed  in  Israel , The proper ty  lef t
behint  by these  Jewish refuqees  (es t imated to  be worth  bi l l ions  of  dol lars)
was expropriated by the qovernments of the Arab countries in which they
l ived . There  can  be no difference in  law, jus t ice  or  equi ty  be tween the
claims of Arab and Jewish property owners. By doinq so, the sponsors of
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r e s o l u t i o n  41/69  H a r e  suqqestinq t h a t  I s r a e l ’ s  soverejqnty  la l i m i t e d  o r
r e s t r i c t e d  b y  some p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  o t h e r  Member  Rtates  of  t he
United Nations.”

6. A t  t he  time o f  t he  p r epa ra t i on  o f  t h i s  rep,xt,  n o  reply had been received f rom
any other  Member  Sta te  in  re la t ion to  the  implementation  of resolut ion 41/69  H.


