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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES
IN THE NEAR EAST

Palestine refugees in the West Bank

Report  of  the  Sec re t a ry -Genera l

1. The  prep’qnt report is submitted pursuant to General Asaembly
resolution 41/69 J of 3 December 1986, entitled “Pales t ine  refugees  in  the  West
Bank”, the oporatj  I(? paragl;aphs of  which read as  fol lows:

‘ITha  C;aneral AMKmbly,

11
. . .

” 1 Callb once again  upon Israel  to  abandon those  plans  and to  refra in
from an; action  that  leads  to  the  removal  and reset t lement  of  Pales t ine
refUg@@D in  the  West  Bank and f rom the des t ruct ion  of  the i r  camps1

” 2 I Requests  the  Secretary-General ,  in  co-opera t ion  wi th  the
Col~lmissioner-Genera1 of the United Nations Relief and works Agency for
Pales t ine  defugees  in  the  Near  East , to keep the matter under close
SuP@rViaiOn and to report to the General Assembly, before the opening of its
forty-second sess ion, on any developmelrts  regarding this matter .‘I

2. On 21 January 1987, the  Secretary-General  addressed a  note  verbale  to  the
Permanent  Representa t ive  of  Israel  to  the  United  Nat ions ,  in  which,  in ter  a l ia ,  he
drew a t tent ion  to  h is  repor t ing  responsib i l i ty  under  the  resolu t ion  and reques ted
the Permanent Representative to inform him, by 30 June 1987, of any steps  his
Government had taken or envisaged taking in implementation of the relevant
provis ions  of  the  resolu t ion . In his reply dated S July 1987, the Acting Permanent
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  I s rae l  stated a? fo l l ows :
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“Israel’s p o s i t i o n  o n  this r e s o l u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  f u l l y  s e t  o u t  i n
s ta tements  by Xerael’s  representa t ive  to  the  Specia l  Pol i t ica l  Commit tee  on
20 November 1984 (A/SPC/39/PV.35),  on 8 November 1385 (A/SPC/40/SR.26),  on
15 November 1985 (A/SPC/40/SR.34),  on 28 October 1986 (A/SPC/Il/SR.14),  and in
the report of the Secretary-General (A/41/568) dated 3 September 1986.”

3, The p3itiOn  of the Commissioner-General of UNRWA remain6 as set out in
previous  r e p o r t s  OE t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  (Bee, f o r  example1  A/40/615  a n d  A / 3 9 / 3 7 2 )
tha t  he  would not  ob jec t  if refugees  in  the  camps voluntar i ly  sought  bet ter
housing, whether by improving existing housing or moving into new housing. He
would, however, strongly abject if any pressure or coercion were used to make
refugees move or comply with any scheme. A s  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  e a r l i e r  r e p o r t s ,
refugeas w i l l  n o t  l o s e  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  UNRWA’s  s e rv i ce s  by  t he  mere  f ac t  o f
relocation outside the camps, As at 30 June 1987, of the 373,586 registered
refugees in the Weat Bank, 278,762 live outside the camps.


