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IWERNATIONAL  YEAR OF PEACE

Letter dated 31 July 1987 from the Permanent Representative
of Indonesia to the United Nations addreesed to the

&crstary-General

I have the kndur to submit  herewith an additional report on the observance of
the International Year of Peace in Indonesia fsee annex),

The Present report is an elaboration of the previous one on the national
activities contained in document A/41/661, dated 30 September 1986.

We would be qrateful if this letter and ito annex could be circulated as an
official document of the General Assembly under item 26 of the provisional aqendd.

(Siqned\ Ali ALATAS
Ambassador

Permanent Representative
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ANNEX

O b s e r v a n c e  oE t h e  United Klltions I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Year
of P e a c e  i n  I n d o n e s i a

1. T h e  realization  o f  j u s t  a n d  lastinq u n i v e r s a l  p e a c e  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a  crimary
coal o f  t he  Indones i an  Gove rnmen t , a s  i s  c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  P r e a m b l e  o f  t h e
1 9 4 5  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  I n d o n e s i a ,  w h i c h ,  i n t e r  alia, s t a t e s  t h a t  the
S t a t e  s h o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a  w o r l d  o r d e r  w h i c h  i s  b a s e d  u p o n
i ndependence , u n i v e r s a l  p e a c e  a n d  slocial j u s t i c e . T h e  d e s i q n a t i o n  o f  1 9 8 6  a s  t h e
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y e a r  ot’ P e a c e  w a s ,  t h e r e f o r e , welcomed by the Indonesian Government
a n d  oeople wi th  qreat  e n t h u s i a s m .

2 . I n  o r d e r  t o  c o - o r d i n a t e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s , a  Yational C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y e a r  o f  Peace w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t i a l  I n s t r u c t i o n  N o .  2
o f  1986. The  Commi t t ee  was  cha i r ed  b y  H i s  Exce l l ency  Dr .  Mochtat  K u s u m a a t m a d j a ,
M i n i s t e r  f o r  F o r e i q n  A f f a i r s  o f  the R e p u b l i c  o f  Indonesia  a n d  c o m p r i s e d
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  s e v e r a l  q o v e r n m e n t  a q e n c i e s ,  l e a d e r s  f r o m  i n f l u e n t i a l
non-qovernmenta l  orqanixa t ions , a n d  r e s p e c t e d  s c h o l a r s  o f  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  a c a d e m i c
community.

3. T h e  a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r t a k e n  d u r i n q  t h e  Y e a r  w e r e  desitr,~ed t.o a t t r a c t
p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m  a l l  w a l k s  o f  l i f e ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  f o c u s  o n  thr! i n v o l v e m e n t  of
the youth, who, A S  quardians  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s  f u t u r e , m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  n u r t u r e  ?
d e s i r e  f o r  peace a n d  h a r m o n y  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s .

4 . F o l l o w i n q  is a  s u m m a r y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r t a k e n  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y :

la) In  con junc t ion  w i th  Wor ld  Env i ronmen t  D a y  o n  5  ,lune 1 9 8 6 ,  commemorate(1
u n d e r  t h e  thetse “Environment and Peace”, t h e  Indonesian G o v e r n m e n t  c a l l e d  u p o n  a11
a q e n c i e s , o r q a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  s c h o o l s  i n  I n d o n e s i a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  all roprescntativc
o f f i c e s  a b r o a d , to qivp concrete  siqnificance  tn t h e  event b y  plantinq  ;1 “trne  of
peace”. T h i s  s y m b o l i c  q e s t u r e  w a s  t o  demonstrat-e  h u m a n k i n d ’ s  desirr? t o  preserve
the  environment  and, i n  thrt s p i r i t  of t h e  Int~~rnational Y e a r  o f  peace, t o  dravotp
h i s  o r  h e r  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t s  to protpctinq  a n d  fostsrinq  life a n d  thp w o r l d
s u r r o u n d i n q  h i m .

(b) A  s e r i e s  o f  n,lt ional p o e t r y ,  e s s a y - w r i t i n q , a n d  p h o t o q r a p h y  c o m p e t i t i o n s
w a s  h e l d  t h r o u q h o u t  I n d o n e s i a , p o r t r a y i n q  t h e  t h e m e  consi .tent w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y e a r  o f  Peace. T h e  p l a n n i  rq a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e
c o m p e t i t i o n s  w e r e  c o - o r d i n a t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  c l o s e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  thp
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e  a t  &Jakarta  a n d  ;\ n u m b e r  o f  non-qovcArnmenta1
b o d i e s , s u c h  a s  the I n d o n e s i a n  [Jnited N a t i o n s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n
J o u r n a l i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  (PWII, t t i e  I n d o n e s i a n  P h o t o q r a p h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e
I n d o n e s i a n  Tsachers  A s s o c i a t i o n  (PGRI), t he  Indones i an  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  Rf?liqion  a n d
P e a c e  and t h e  IDAYfJ  Foltndation ( a  n o n - p r o f i t  nrqanization  dr+dicai;ed  to t h e
understandinq  o f  Indoncr,ian  h i s t o r y ) . T h e  IDAYII  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  the other
sponsorinq  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  rlorlatcd t r o p h i e s ,  savinqs a c c o u n t s ,  cameras dnd
t y p e w r i t e r s  t o  h e  qivrbn t o  t h e  w i n n e r s . P r e s e n t a t i o n  of the a w a r d s  t o o k  place. at
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the  Information Centre  a t  Jakar ta , and was attended by the Minister for Forciqn
Affairs and the Minister of Information.

ft?) I n d o n e s i a  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  Firat Earth Run ,  a  proqrammr t h a t  warn
co-sponsored by UNICRF, in which runners from many countries relayed “the Torch of
Peace”, around the qlobe. Th? Torch was lit at United Nations Headquarters in
New York on lb September 1986. Eventual ly  visitinq  46 countr ies ,  the  Torch  of
Peace traversed  Indonesia from 19 to 25 November, and  upon  a r r i va l  a t  t he  cap i t a l
c i t y  o f  J a k a r t a , it was received at the presidential palace in a ceremony attended
by President Soeharto, membero of the Cabinet and the Diplomatic Corps, The Torch
of Peace, after completinq  a 1,400 km journey though Java island in seven days, the
lonqest in any one country, arrived in Rali where the Minister for Foreiqn Affairs,
as Chairman of the National Committee for the International Year of Peaoe, presided
over departure ceremonies, Throuqhout the course, the runners were
enthusiastically qreeted by the people of Indonesia and were received by the
qovertrors and mayors of the provinces and towns throuqh which they passed. The
presenta t ion  of awards  by the  runners  to  the  winners  of  the  “cleanest  v i l lage”
contes t  dur inq  the i r  run  throughout  the  route  h iqhl iqhted  the  ecoloqy  aspect  of  the
proqramme,

ldl The Department of Tourism, Post and Telecommrnications  issued a series of
commemorative atamps on the International Year of Peace. The f i rs t  day i ssue  was
valued at Rp 1,000 with the remaininq  series issued at Rp 500 and Rp 350
demoninations.

(@I A minute of silence for Peace was observed durinq the monthly
flaq-hoistinq ceremony on 17 December 1986, by every department and qovernment
aqency. Schools  and univers i t ies  were  reques ted  to  conduct  a  s imi lar  observat ion
dur inq thei r  monthly  f laq-hois t inq  ceremonies .I

Ifr Within the Praqramme, the National Committee and the Deparment  of Foreiqn
Affa i r s  had  orqanized  a  s e r i e s  of  l e c t u r e s  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n
several  Provinces  of  Indonesia ,  wi th  a  view to  disseminatinq  informat ion on the
relationship between disarmament, peace and development, particularly with reqard
to  developinq  count r ies . Most of these lectures and discussions were scheduled to
coincide  wi th  the  ar r ival  of  the  Tort? of  Peace in  Indonesia  in  November  1986,  and
continued throuqhout February 1987.

ICI) A series of television txoqrammes addreubinq  the siqnif icance of the
International Year of Peace and the activities of the United hations  were
produced. These were done in co-operation with the Indonesian-United Nations
Fr iendship  Associa t ion and other  non-qovernmental  orqanizat ions . The proqr  ammes
were  te levised nat ion-wide.

Evaluat ion

5 . The  enthusiast ic par t ic ipa t ion  of  the  Indones ian  people  in  the  many act iv i t ies
that were held throuqhout the country in commemoration of the Internationai  Year of
Peace was beyond expectation.
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6. The Co-operation between the central and provincial qovernments, workinq
toqether with non-qovernmental orqanizations and supported by the people  in
qeneral , fac i l i ta ted  the  implementation  af the  proqramme.

7. The public’s interest, expressed throuqh mase participation, was a
manifastation o f  t he  Indones i an  people’s  s t rong  a sp i r a t i on  and  sp i r i t  f o r  un ive r sa l
peace and respect for life.


