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t o  the_ Secretarv-General

I  h a v e  t h e  honOUK t o  transmit herewlth t h e  t e n t  ot t h e  a n s w e r 6  Ot
M. S. GOKbdCheV,  General S e c t e t a r v  Ot t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  Ot t h e  COmmUnlSt  PaKtv
of the ,soviet tlnion, t o  questions  f r o m  t h e  Inrldneslan n e w s p a p e r  Merdeka (See a n n e x ) .

I  should b e  Qratetul  rt You w o u l d  c i r c u l a t e  this t e x t  a6 a n  otfrcial d o c u m e n t
o t  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assemblv, u n d e r  items 4 8 , 6 3 ,  6 4 ,  68, 7 0  a n d  7 4  o f  t h e  PrOVisional
dqenda, a n d  o t  t h e  Secur rty C o u n c i l .
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ANNEX

A n s w e r s  o f  -the G e n e r a l  Secretarv o f  the  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t v  o f  the  Sov ie t  U n i o n  t o  q u e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e

Indones i an  newspaner Merdeka

O n  2 1  July 1 9 8 7 ,  M. S .  G o r b a c h e v  r e c e i v e d  a t  the Kreml in  B .  M.  Dish, oublishet
and edi tor- in-chief  of  the Indonesian newsoaper Merdeka, a n d  r e p l i e d  t o  q u e s t i o n s
from the newspaper.

A livelv conversation  took place between M. S.  Gorbachev and b .  M.  Dlah, the
c o n t e n t  of  wh ich  i s  q iven  be low.

M. S. GORBACHEV. I am haPDV  to  know Y O U ,  Mr .  Diah. I h a v e  h e a r d  a  oreat d e a l
about your work. You  have  been  invo lved  in  lournalism f o r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s  now.

B. M. DIAH, I am olad to meet vou , M r .  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y . Th19 i s  a  Oreat
honour  for  me. I n  f a c t , I  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n a  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  purnalism for
SO vears now,

M, S, GORBACHEV, This i s  s o l i d  e x p e r i e n c e , And exper ience is  not  burdensome,
especiallv  w h e n  i t  i s  u s e d  correctlv. W e l l ,  w e  a r e  n o w  tacklinc n e w  t a s k s  i n  o u t
countrv. And a t  t h r s  stage o t  d e v e l o p m e n t , w e  a r e  constantlv belno e n r i c h e d  b v
experience  a n d  b v  t h e  l e s s o n s  o f  historv.

8. M, DIAH. W e  a r e  closelv followino  v o u r  s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  t h e  Droce!;ms  takins
P l a c e  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .

M. S. GORBACHEV. Thank vou. H a v e  O u r  w o r d s  "Derf!StrOlka"  a n d  "qld~n~~~t"
r e a c h e d  v o u ?  H a v e  thev b e e n  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  l a n a u a a e ?

8. M. DLAH. T h e s e  words a r e  q u i t e  tamiliac  t o  U C ,  a n d  thev n e e d  no
t r a n s l a t i o n .

M. S . GORBACHEV. Betore  aivlnil v o u  wrltten answers  t o  t h e  q u e s t  on:;, I shoulri
l i k e  t o  m a k e  s o m e  b r i e f  b u t ,  i n  m v  v i e w ,  i m p o r t a n t  c o m m e n t s . I  s h o u l d  be qratetut
lt v o u  a n d  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  o f  v o u r  newsoao$t c o u l d  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  tl,e
t o r t h c o m i n a  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  m v  speech a t  Vladivostok. T h e  S o v i e t  leadershlu
a t t a c h e s  sreat s i a n i t i c a n c e  t o  w h a t  w a s  s a i d  a t  Valdtvostok. Y e  t r i e d  t h e n  to
s t a t e  o u r  Dr)licv  t o w a r d s  a  h u a e  r e a i o n  - a  req ton where  hundreds of  milLionS  ot
oeople l i v e , B v  s o  d o i n a , w e  h o n e d  f o r  a s u i t a b l e  u n d e r s t a n d i n a  o f  o u r  pol~cv.

I  reaard t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  v o u  h a v e  submitted a s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  Indonc?slan
societv’s  i n t e r e s t  i n  o u r  DO~~CV, i n  o u r  a s s e s s m e n t  o t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  In t h e
A s i a n - P a c i f i c  K e a i o n  a n d  i n  o u r  r e f l e c t i o n s  o n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h i s  reaion \n t h e
c o n t e x t  o f  w o r l d  p o l i t i c s .

Yv comments  in  th is  connect ion are  as  tallows.

/ . . .



We have tried to look at to(lav’s world from a Atrictlv BCientifiC, realistic
vlswooint. The analvsis made has led UEI to a new vision of the world and to a new
~olicv, which we announced at our Partv Conareea.

The analvsis heleed  us aiao to Look at the realities which chatactecize  the
oteeent-dsv wr)f Id. T h e  p ic tu re  i s  q u i t e  ditfetent f r o m  w h a t  It was 3 0  o r  4 0  ve5r5
aqo.

Abovw a l l ,  h u m a n  civilization ir, t h r e a t e n e d  b v  t h e  accumula t i on  of v a s t
s t o c k p i l e s  o f  n u c l e a r  weapone. Thia  i s  a fact  which must  be  reckoned with.
Moreover , a  c o r r e c t  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h i s  fact l e a d s  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  tha t  todsv  it
is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s o l v e  w o r l d  oolitical  p r o b l e m s  b v  militarv m e a n s .  T h e  militatv
aDDrOaCh wou ld  be  frauqht  w i t h  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e s , And 50 correct ions  must
b e  m a d e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o u t l o o k  a n d  t h e  pollcv o f  StateS.

T h e  p r o b l e m s  existins i n  t h e  w o r l d  r e q u i r e  j o i n t  ctforte  b y  a l l  countr L e s .
And  in  aenerA1, when we consider  the orooress  of  science and technolocv,  we 8ee
t h a t  t h i s  i s  b r i n a i n s  u s  c l o s e r  a n d  linkina us m o r e  i n t i m a t e l v  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .
We deDend on each other more and more and we are becomlna necea6arv to each other.

B .  M. DIAH. A s  I r e c a l l , vou p u t  f o r w a r d  this s a m e  i d e a  i n  Your s p e e c h  a t
V l a d i v o s t o k .

Y. S. GORBACHEV. Indeed , I s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  sav t h a t  i n  t h e  V l a d i v o s t o k  soeech
we sta ted our  view of  the  modern world.

I  celiberatolv did n o t  m e n t i o n  this a t  t h e  beainnlnq ot o u r  m e e t i n o ,  5 0  a s  t o
p r o v i d e  a bciftac?  t o  t h e  n e x t  p a r t  o t  m v  r e f l e c t i o n s . I am retert  ins to the fact
t h a t  one o f  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  oE this w o r l d  i s  t h e  emeraence o n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c e n e
of  dozens  of  S ta te6  which have  embarked on the Dath at  autonomous,  independent
dev7 looment. T h i s  i s  a  huqe  w o r  Id, w i t h  i t s  v a s t  i n t e r e s t s  and  accumu la t i on  o f
mayor p r o b l e m s .

R. M. DIAH. I a m  alad to h e a r  a t  tlrst h a n d  t h e  thincas w h i c h  v o u  spoke ot
rlurina vocr otficral vin;t t o  India, a t  t h e  M o s c o w  f o r u m  “ F o r  a  n u c l e a r - f r e e  w o r l d ,
toi t h e  sutvival  of mankind” a n d  i n  vour s p e e c h  a t  V l a d i v o s t o k .

M. S. GORBACHEV. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s p e a k  o f  t h e s e  m a t t e r s
u n t i l  t h e v  a r e  n o t  only tlxed i n  t h e  minds o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  b u t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  r e a l
Dolicv o t  s t a t e s . T h e  p a i n t  i s  t h a t  i n  o u r  t i m e s  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  oraaniza
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  wlthout takina Into a c c o u n t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  S t a t e s .
T h e r e  m u s t  be d b a l a n c e  ot i n t e r e s t s . 0nlv t h i s  will Drod*Jce  a  r e a s o n a b l e  Policv.
T h i s i s  a l s o  w h a t  I w a n t e d  t o  sav i n  t h e  V l a d i v o s t o k  soeech.

H. M. DIAH. Tt seems to me that  at Vladivostok vou tsuaht the world another
Lrtsson  too , Y o u  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  o n  i t s  o w n  t h e  S o v i e t  tlnlon i s  u n a b l e  t o  s o l v e  a l l
these uroblems. A contr ibut ion must be made bv the  other  Aeian States,  includino
C h i n a ,  Tndia, I n d o n e s i a  alld o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s , I th ink  th i s  was a vetv  accurate  and
shrewd comment.
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M. S. GORBACHEV. I vefv much welcome vout oolnlon that speech. We do not
aenire  to anvthina more than to forae, with all the States ot the Asian-Pacific
reaion, new international relations tetlectina the realities of the contemooracv
wor Id,

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t , i n  enumeratina  t h e  Sta tes  o f  t h e  region, y o u  d id  not  ment ion
the United States. Yet we hooe to  co-operate  also with  tha t  countrv ,  a l thouoh time
a n d  aaain w e  h e a r  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r a u m e n t e  to t h e  e f fec t  t h a t  t h e  U S S R  i s
alleaedlv enaaaed i n  e f f o r t s  w h i c h  reoresent a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  o f  t h a t
r e a i o n . But th is  is  quite  absurd. W e  i n v i t e  a l l  S t a t e s  - a n d  t h i s  w a s  s a i d  i n
V l a d i v o s t o k  - t o  e n a a a e  i n  c o - o o e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  A s i a n - P a c i f i c  r e a i o n  i n  t h e
i n t e r e s t s  o f  Doace a n d  m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n o .

I n  t h e  a n s w e r s  to  v o u r  ques t i ons , I  t r i e d  t o  d i s p e l  any susoicions  a b o u t  the
oolicv  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  (Inion i n  t h i s  recldrd. O u r  ooal i s  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e
S t a t e s  o f  t h a t  realon a n d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  confirm t h e s e  worrls a n d  o u r  DOlitiCal
statements,  in  my answers  I  made new specitic! proposa ls . I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  r e f e r e n c e
Is m a d e  t o  a  mayor i n i t i a t i v e  - t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  o u r  medium-canoe  m i s s i l e s  i n
r-he Asian Dart of the USSR. O f  c o u r s e , o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  “alobal  z e r o ”  w i t h  t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

I  have  t he  lmoression t h a t  t h e  t e w  s h o r t  c o m m e n t s  t o  wh ich  I  h a d  In t ended  t o
l i m i t  m v s e l f  a r e  e x t e n d i n a  i n t o  a  s e c o n d  i n t e r v i e w .

B. M. DIAH. W e  a r e  s i n c e r e l y  a r a t e t u l  t o t  t h l s  m e e t i n a ,  M r .  G e n e r a l
Secretarv. For me oersonallv, i t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  crownins m o m e n t  o f  m v  50 VearS o f
lournallsm.

M. S. GORBACHEV. Thank vou. I  a m  hdDDV  t o  oartlcioate i n  t h i s  c o r o n a t i o n .

B. M. D I A H . T h e r e  i s  o n e  m o r e  questron  which w e  s h o u l d  l i k e  t.o a s k  Vu.
Wlthin t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  i d e a s  which v o u  o u t  f o r w a r d  a t  V l a d i v o s t o k ,  i s  t h e r e  a
cossibilitv  t h a t  Y.W m a v  v i s i t  Indonesia  a t  some  t ime?

M. S. GORBACHEV. W e  h a v e  l o n a - s t a n d i n a  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  I n d o n e s i a . Tradi t  ion6
have  evo lved . O f  c o u r s e , there have been ebbs and flows. B u t  w e  v a l u e  t h e  t i e s
w i t h  I n d o n e s i a . We hooe  t h a t  t h e  a d v a n c e s  recentlv m a d e  i n  ou r  r e l a t i ons  w i l l  b e
enhanced. T h i s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  c o n t a c t s  - includina, o f  c o u r s e ,  c o n t a c t s  a t  t h e
oolitiaal l e v e l , T h e v  w i l l  DrObablV  b e  not o n l v  p o s s i b l e  b u t  necessarv. I n  t h e
mean time, w e  a w a i t  t h e  v i s i t  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  ot I n d o n e s i a .

B. M. DIAH. I nm r e a l l v  oratefui  t o  Y O U  f o r  t h i s  meetinq a n d  f o r  vour a n s w e r s ,

M. S. GORBACHEV. T h a n k  vdu f o r  v o u r  c o - o p e r a t i o n . I  w i s h  v o u  a  f r u i t f u l  a n d
i n t e r e s t i n o  stav i n  o u t  c o u n t r v . r.hltii o u r  n e x t  meetIns’.

l l l
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QUEST ION : I t  w i l l  B o o n  b e  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  y o u r  5DeFch a t  V l a d i v o s t o k ,  i n
which vou advanced broad- tanqinq  DKODOB~~B for  the  s t renqtheninq of  oeaC@  and
securitv i n  t h e  A s i a n - P a c i f i c  r e a i o n . Much has happened since then in that larae
rea ion. D o  Y O U  s e e  a n y  p o s i t i v e  tKendt3 i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o t  t h e s e  e v e n t s ?

ANSWER: I  c a n  a n s w e r  t h a t  r i q h t  a w a v : Y e s ,  I  d o .

T h e  m a i n  e v e n t s  ot t h e  p a s t  y e a r , includinq our t a l k s  w i t h  Raiiv G a n d h i ,  t h e
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  India, c o n v i n c e d  u s  still m o r e  t h a t  raisina t h e  questions
concernina s e c u r i t y  In t h e  Aslan-Pacific r e a i o n  w a s  c o r r e c t  a n d  t i m e l v . Our
aDDrOaCh  t o  t h e  s e a r c h  t o r  a  s o l u t i o n  - o p e n n e s s  t o  d e m o c r a t i c  d i s c u s s i o n  of anv
i d e a s  a n d  p r o p o s a l s  - h a s  a l s o  DrOVed  t o  b e  justified.

What do we see now that one year ha6 elapsed? I n  a l l  t h e  complexitv  and
diveraitv o t  t h e  Aslan-Pacif  ic p i c t u r e , amona a l l  t h e  n u a n c e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n
o f  liaht a n d  d a r k  c o l o u r s , t h e  a n t i - n u c l e a r  composition o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  i s
aooarent.

These are some of the sians: t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c  F o r u m  produced t h e  R a r o t o n a a
T r e a t v . I n d o n e s l a  i s  a n  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a  n u c l e a r - f r e e  z o n e  i n
S o u t h - E a s t  A s i a . A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d  sttor~alv  opoose F r e n c h  nUClear  t e s t i n a
i n  t h e  Pacific O c e a n  a n d  thev a r e  BuDDotted b v  w o r l d  p u b l i c  ooinion i n  aeneral.
T h e r e  a r e  increasinq demandi?  f o r  the  Ko rean  p e n i n s u l a  to  be  f r ee  o f  nuc lea r  weaoons.

In  manv  coun t r i e s , c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  c i t i e s  a r e  declaring t h e m s e l v e s  to be
n u c l e a r - f r e e  z o n e s . T h e r e  a t e  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  e n t i r e  S t a t e s  h a v e  t a k e n  s u c h  a
p o s i t i o n . T h e  PhiliDDint?S a n d  s o m e  o t h e r  S t a t e s  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a n t i - n u c l e a r
D r o v l s i o n s  i n  t h e i r  b a s i c  l a w s . T h e  P e o p l e ’ s  Reouhlic o f  Chlna 1s i n c r e a s i n a l v
vocal  about  disarmament  problems.

I n  Wnnection  with the t a l k s  b e t w e e n  t h e  IJSSR a n d  t h e  Unlted S t a t e s ,  t h e  A s i a n
c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  e x o r e s s e d  dn i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  comDlete e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  medium-ranqe
miBsiles  n o t  o n l v  i n  E u r o p e  b u t  i n  A s i a  a s  w e l l . Thev view t h i s  i s s u e  i n  t h e
c o n t e x t  o f  t h e i r  o w n  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .

T h e  S o v l e t  leaderst.AD h a s  a d o p t e d  a  v e r y  se~lous a n d  reSDOnSible a t t i t u d e
t o w a r d s  t h e s e  Wishes.

And naw I  can announce: t’le S o v i e t  U n i o n , i n  a n  ettort  to  accommoda te  t he
A s i a n  countries a n d  t a k e  the i r  concerns  i n to  account ,  1s p r e p a r e d  t o  p r o c e e d  With
t h e  elimination o t  all Its m e d i u m - r a n o e  misnlles  i n  t h e  A s i a n  Dart  o f  t h e  country
a s  well, i . e . It i s  P r e p a r e d  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o t  r e t a i n i n a  t h o s e  1 0 0  w a r h e a d s
On  med ium- ranoe  mi s s i l e s  wh ich  a r e  beina d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  G e n e v a  t a l k s  with t h e
Americans . P rov ided , o t  c o u r s e , t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  does t h e  same.
Shor+-er-ranqe m i s s i l e s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  e l i m i n a t e d .

In  o the r  words , w e  Rhall  uroceed  tram t h e  conceot o f  a  “slobal  d o u b l e  Zero”.

W e  d o  n o t  l i n k  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  In t h i s  cdRe w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  Unite0
S t a t e s  n u c l e a r  Dresence i n  K o r e a ,  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  D i e a o
G a r c i a . W e  Flhould l i k e  t o  h o p e ,  h o w e v e r , t h a t  It will a t  l e a s t  n o t  i n c r e a s e .

/ . . .
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QUESTION: W e  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  t r e n d s  o t  a n e q a t i v s  c h a r a c t e r  e m e r q i n q
i n  t h e  A s i a n - P a c i f i c  t e q i o n . Wha t  cou ld  you  sav a b o u t  t h e m ?

ANSWER: I  h a v e  alreadv eaid somethlna. T h e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s
h a v e  n o t  d i m i n i s h e d ;  t h e  t r e n d  tDWaKd8  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  i s  increasinq  a n d  t h e  sians  o f
a  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  reqional  c o n f l i c t s  a r e  s t i l l  v e r y  f a i n t , I n  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f ,
t h e  8ituatiOn  i s  e v e n  dOtOKlOKatin4.

I n  t h e  V l a d i v o s t o k  s p e e c h , I  q a v e  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  a n d  e n u m e r a t e d  s p e c i f i c
militarv factors cteatinq  a permanent danclec.

Now I would add to thi t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  t h e  IJnited S t a t e s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n a d o m
a n d  F r a n c e  t o  a c c e d e  to  t h e  Rarotonqa  T r e a t v  a n d  t he  Amer i can  “warnincas”  t o  S t a t e s
w h i c h  d a  not  w a n t  t o  t o l e r a t e  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  o n  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r v  O K  o f t  t h e i r
ShoKeS.

QUESTION : W h a t  m e a s u r e 8  a i m e d  a t  reducinq t e n s i o n  i n  Asia  and  t he  Pac i f i c  il0
Y O U  c o n s i d e r  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  timelv a n d  r e a l i s t i c ?

ANSWER: First Ot all, o n e  h a 8  t o  p o i n t  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  main t o  n u c l e a r  weaDons.

A  v e a r  a n d  a  h a l f  aqo, w e  p u t  f o r w a r d  a  Dtwramme  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t e  D h a s i n a - o u t
at n u c l e a r  weapons  e v e r y w h e r e  by t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 0 . This Was b a s e d  o n  a  DO88tbk
c o n c e p t u a l  b r e a k t h r o u a h  a t  t h e  S o v i e t - U n i t e d  S t a t e 8  s u m m i t  meetincr i n  Revklavik.
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e , p e o p l e  qlimP8ed  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a  n u c l e a r - f r e e  w o r l d .

An attempt was made to block this. w e  d i d  n o t  a q r e e . w e  DUt forward
addltlonal pKOp08818, which made it possible  to move the DreDaration  of an
aq reemen t  on  med ium- ranqe  and  shorter-Kanqe  m i s s i l e s  i n t o  a PKaCtiCal p h a s e .

J u s t  n o w  I a n n o u n c e d  o u r  n e w  s t e p  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  A s i a n - P a c i f i c  r e q i o n .

I  s h a l l  refer n o w  t o  Several o t h e r  DO88ible  meaSUK98.

FIRST, T h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  i s  orepared t o  a s s u m e  a n  o b l i q a t i o n  n o t  t o  i n c r e a s e
the  number  of  nuclear-capable  airccatt in the  Asian part of  the  countrv, Drovided
t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d o e s  n o t  d e p l o y  i n  t h a t  r e q i o n ,  additionallv, n u c l e a r
s y s t e m s  c a p a b l e  o f  reachinq t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  [Inion.

SECOND, I  r e i t e r a t e  o u r  r e a d i n e s s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  activities  o t  t h e  n a v a l
f l e e t s  o f  t h e  U S S R  a n d  t h e  IJnited r Ates  i n  t h e  Pxif i c . I  spoke o f  t h i s  i n
V l a d i v o s t o k . B u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  q a v e  n o  replv. Meanwhile, i t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t
t h e  l i n e  o f  controntation t h e r e  me8 t h r o u q h  c o n t a c t  areas  b e t w e e n  t h e  f l e e t s .
H e n c e  t h e  r i s k  o f  c o n f l i c t s .

W e  c o u l d  a q r e e  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  a r e a s  w h e r e  v e s s e l s  carrvina n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s
move, s o  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  aDOroach  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  01 t h e  o t h e r  s i d e
w i t h i n  canqe o f  t h e i r  o n - b o a r d  n u c l e a r  s y s t e m s .

/ . . .
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We could aqree to CUKb  the  r ival ry  in  ant i -submarine  warfare svstems and to
b a n  a n t i - s u b m a r i n e  a c t i v i t i e s , InCludinq 8UCh  a c t i v i t i e s  \n t h e  aif, f r o m  epecified
zone 8.

Confidence would be enhanced by Limitation ot the scale of naval exercises and
manoeuvre s  i n  t he  Pac i f i c  a n d  Ind i an  O c e a n s  a n d  i n  t h e  adjofninu s e a s : no more
t h a n  o n e  or t w o  mayor n a v a l  (includinq  n a v a l  a v i a t i o n )  eXf!rCiSef  OK m a n o e U V K e 8
annual Iv, DKiOK  notlficatlon thereof a n d  m u t u a l  r e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  naval e x e r c i s e s  O r
m a n O e u V K e 8  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t r a i t s  a n d  adjoininq a r e a s  a n d  o t  t h e  use of  c o m b a t
w e a p o n s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  e x e r c i s e s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  tiea KOUte8.

This “model”  could  be  tested, startinq  w i t h  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Dart o f  t h e  Pac i f i c
Ocean , w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  t e w  Drotaaoniste. Tnis practice could th.=n be extended to
the South Pacific, t o  o t h e r :  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  re4Aon.

THIRD. T h e  IJnitad  N a t i o n s  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  O c e a n  a8 a  Zone o f  P e a c e
was adooted over 15 years aQo. P r e p a r a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r  w a v  f o r  s o m e  VeaKs nor
f o r  t h e  conveninq u n d e r  IJnited N a t i o n s  a u s p i c e s  o f  #3n i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  o n
t he  Ind i an  Ocean , N o w  i t  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o r  19&M. However , a s  b e f o r e , t h e r e  i s  nc
certaintv t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  h e l d . F o r  exaerience  ShOw8 t h a t ,  a s  S o o n  a s  t h e r e  a r e
SiCIn8 O f  DKOQre88, Washincton  b r e a k s  o t f  t h e  t a l k s .

T h e  t i m e  h a 8  c o m e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  quarantees fOK t h e  SafetV o f
ShiPDins i n  t h e  I n d i a n  O c e a n ,  i n  t h e  s e a s ,  s t r a i t 8  a n d  b a v s  of w h i c h  i t  i s
comDosed. T h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  a i r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . T h i s
t o o  c a n  b e  s o l v e d , riven t h e  wlitical w i l l . The ques t i on  o f  co l l e c t i ve  m e a s u r e 8
to  c o m b a t  t e r r o r i s m  i n  s e a  a n d  a i r  commun ica t i ons  i n  t he  I n d i a n  O c e a n  i s  a n  Urqent
one .

I n  S h o r t  - q u i t e  u s e t u l  steps  c a n  b e  t a k e n  f o r  t h e  s t r e n q t h e n i n q  o f  YeCUfitV
in the Indian Ocean.

FOURTH. T h e  q u e s t i o n  o t  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n q  s tands  ou t .  D‘3rticularlv. Mankind ha8
n o t  f o r o o t t e n  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  A m e r i c a n  a t o m i c - w e a p o n  t e s t s  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  w e r e
conducted in the Pact t ic Ocean. They destroyed the health  and even the live8 Of
many  i n h a b i t a n t s  t h e r e . A n d  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  whv t h e r e  i s  s u c h  a  atroncl  feelins O f
r e s e n t m e n t  h e r e  a t  t h e  retusal o f  t h e  United  S t a t e s , the United Kinqdom and France
t o  h a l t  n u c l e a r  t e s t s .

W e  aDDreClate t h e  SuDDort OK t h e  c o u n t r i e s  O f  Asia and t h e  Pacific O c e a n  for
t h e  S o v i e t  m o r a t o r i u m . W e  h a v e  n o t  r e l a x e d  t h e  s t r u q q l e  f o r  a  n u c l e a r  t e s t  b a n  a n d
we s h a l l  s t r i v e  p e r s i s t e n t l y  f o r  a n  a l l - e m b r a c i n q  aqreement.

W e  v a l u e  hiahlv t h e  c o - o n e r a t i o n  e x t e n d e d  b y  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  from t h e
A s i a n - P a c i f i c  rection w h i c h  a r e  DarticiDatinq  i n  t h e  G e n e v a  C o n f e r e n c e  o n
Disarmament. T h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  D r o h i b i t i o n  a n d  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  c h e m i c a l  WeaDOns
iR n o w  a t  a  df?ciSiVe s t a a e  at this C o n f e r e n c e . W e  houe t h a t  w e  s h a l l  8UCCeed
throuch Joint  e f f o r t s  i n  draftinq  a n d  adootinq  a  h i s t o r i c  c o n v e n t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  - i
am convinced - encoutase  Drwress a l s o  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  n u c l e a r  d i s a r m a m e n t ,

/ . . .



t

A/42/410
s/10994
Engl ish
Page 8

Other  measures are  apparent ly  a lso  poss ible  to  reduce  mil i tary tension in  the
Asian-Pacif ic  region, emanating from the countries of the region themselves. The
spec ia l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  w o r l d  o u t l o o k  a n d  t h e i r  po l i t i c a l  and  cu l t u r a l  o r i g ina l i t y
may also be a source  of  ideas  on th is  subject  that  are out  of  the ordinary,
unders tandable  and acceptable  to  a l l .

QUESTION : In your Vladivostok speech you suggest4 - maybe not as an
immediate goal - a Pacific Ocean conference to be attended by all the countries
t ha t  g r av i t a t e  t owards  t he  Pac i f i c , a long the  l ines  of the  Hels ink i  Conference  on
Security and Co-operation in Europe. The reac t ion  to  th is  idea  in  Asia  and the
Pacific Ocean countries was mixed, Wnat  is  your a t t i tude  now?

ANSWER : I  ra ised th is  in  Vladivostok aa a kind of  working hypothesie  or,
r a t h e r , an  i nv i ta t i on  t o  d i s c u s s i o n , 1 mentioned Ilelsi?ki  only because the world
community does not yet have any other experience of the kind. This does not,  Of
course, mean that the European experie%c  can be automatically transplanted to Asia
and the  Pacif ic .

Nowadays, though, any international experiment has some- common, global
f ea tu res . That  i s  na tu ra l , s i n c e  w e  l i v e  i n  a n  interdependerat,  l a rge ly  in t eg ra t ed
world,

Take the  Delh i  Declarat ion on the  pr inciples  of  a world f ree  f rom nuclear
weapons and violence. I t  is  a completely  new example  of the pol i t ica l  and
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  r o o t  proMems  of  communicatio,,  b e t w e e n  Sta te s .  I t
goes well beyond the bilateral and regional framework: i t  expresses  the  longings
nf a l l  mankind,  a l thouqh i t  stems from the growth of  re la t ions  between two
c o u n t r i e s .

Relations between India and the USSR could be called exemplary  in a number of
senses. They  cove r  a  g r ea t  va r i e ty  o f  po l i t i c a l ,  e conomic ,  ccientific,  t e c h n i c a l
a n d  c u l t u r a l  t o p i c s , they display deep mutual. respect and sympathy t)c tween the
peoples  of  the  two countr ies  and in  tone  they ref lec t  rec iprocal  t rus t  combined
with a  deeply-fel t  mutual  need for  f-iendship.

Why i s  i t  tha t  such unal loyed re la t ions  have been able  to  grow up  between
India and the Soviet Union ,  S t a t e s  wr th  d i f f e r en t  soc ia l  2nd  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s ?
Because both sides - n o t  j u s t  i n  worJs but i n  d e e d s  - b a s e  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  o n  t h e
pr inc ip l e s  o f  sove re ign ty ,  equa l  rights, n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,
co-opera t ion, and the  acknowledgement  of  every nat ion’s  t iqh t  to  se lec t  its Own
pOLitiCa  system and its own forms of social  development,

We say  with pr ide ,  therefore , tha t  the  Sovie t  Union and India  are  creat ing
such a valuable model of relations between States that they may become an example
fo r  o the r s .

The Indian festival now under way in the USSR, unique in scope and very much
devoted to  the  ideals  of  peace  and goodnes.ri, i s ,  like the forthcomlnq  S o v i e t
fest ival  in  India ,  an  embodiment  of  the  present  and future  of  ju!3t such re la t ions
between our States and peoples.
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QUESTION : N o w  I  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  subject o f  r eg iona l  con f l i c t s .
Could you expand on this subject?

ANSWER : This  is  a  large  and complex quest ion. Every regional  confl ic t  has
i t s  own roots ,  i t s  own “case  his tory”,  so  to  speak, and i t s  own speci f ic  cure .

Let  me t ry  to  i l lus t ra te  th is  wi th  the  example of  Afghanis tan,  where the
Afghan  l e ade r sh ip ’ s  cons i s t en t  po l i cy  o f  na t i ona l  r e conc i l i a t i on  i s  g r adua l l y
changing the  si tuat ion in  the  country . Whole  groups  of  rebels  are  s topping
f ightinq, and refugees are returninq to their abandoned homes. Many more would
have  r e tu rned  i f  t he  Pak i s t an  and  I r an i an  au tho r i t i e s  we re  no t  pu t t i ng  obs t ac l e s  i n
their way. The idea of a coalition government has been put forward, and that
presupposes a division of power among all the forces that are now pressing or
wi l l ing to  press  for  peace with in  the  country  and an end  to  the  bloodshed. A law
has been passed a l lowing pol i t ica l  par t ies  to  funct ion, A new dra f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n
ha& been put forward for general discussion.

Al l  th is  iu pavinq the way for  peace in  Afghanis tan. If  p e o p l e  c a n n o t  s e e  i t ,
i t  is  because they  do  not  want  the  Afghan quest ion settlerl.

Na t iona l  r econc i l i a t i on  i n  Afghan i s t an  i s , of  course ,  exclusively a  mat ter  for
the  Afqhans  themselves ,  inc luding those  now outs ide  the  borders .  What  i s  needed is
dia logue, ta lks ,  and greater  t rust  between the  opposing s ides .

I n  p r i n c i p l e , the question of whether to withdraw Soviet troops from
Afghanistan has been se t t led . We would like the time-frame for the withdrawal to
be short . B u t  i n t e r f e r ence  i n  Afghan i s t an ’ s  in t e rna l  a f f a i r s  m u s t  cease ,  a n d  w e
must have guarantees that i t  will  not resume.

The Kampuchean question. There have, it  seems, been some encouraging siqns of
t he  pos s ib i l i t y  o f  a  s e t t l e m e n t . People  have accepted  the  not ion  that  the  question
can be  resolved only  by  pol i t ica l  means . A f i rm deadl ine  has been set  for  the
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops, and we are  sure  i t  wi l l  he met . But the most
impor tant  th ing,  in  our  v iew, is  i -hat .  the  idea  of’  a  nat ional  entente  i s  F’ lwly but
surely making headway, Here again, confrontation must. give way to dialoquc;  here
a q a i n  a  c o a l i t i o n  o f  national  forces  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y .

It is in my mind, as I say this, t h a t  t h e  ASEAN cnuntries can  p l ay  a  no t
i n s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  rlow b e g i n n i n g . We know of  the  in i t ia t ives  taken
by Indonesia and a number c,f other countries, and welcome them.

We are  r ight  behind the  pol icy of  the  Dem%ratic People’s Republ ic  of  Korea  in
seek ing  t he  peace fu l  un i f i c a t i on  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  and dispelling  t h e  m i l i t a r y
tension. We also understand the desire of the people in South Korea to rid
themselves  of  foreign forces  and mil i tary  bases, and of nuclear weapons with them.

The Iran-Iraq war. I t  ha s  l ong  s i n c e  c e a s e d  t o  b e  a  b i l a t e r a l  ma t t e r . The
escala t ion of  the  carnage  i s  now a  challenqc to  the  world community  and i ts  ability
to  set  1imitR on the  growth of events  that  seriously  endanger  the  entire  war Id.
The United Nations Security Cnunc-i  1  has a d o p t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  demandjnq r7
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cease-fire, an end to all  military action8 and the withdrawal by Iran and Iraq’ of
their  forces  to  the  in ternat ional ly  recognised boundar ies . We voted for that
resolu t ion.

We recent ly  off ic ia l ly  spel t  out our view of  the situation i n  the  Petsfan Gulf
and the reasons for  i t s  deter iora t ion. Let  me say only  that  here ,  too ,  s teps  can
be taken to cool things down if there is the will.  We have the will,

As we try to douse fires that are already raging, we need to prevent new ones
from breaking out or flaring up. I  have in  mind the  s t ra ins  associa ted with the
ethnic problem in Sri Lanka. Luckily, the States involved are showing proper
restraint, but unfortunately the same cannot be said of some others, whose
geographical  remoteness  f rom the  scene of  the  conf l ic t  i s  in inverse  propor t ion  to
the i r  pa t en t ly  i n f l ammato ry  ac t i v i t i e s ,

QUEST::ON t Everyone is well aware how important Sino-Soviet relations are for
international peace and security, especially in Asia, How have they been
progcessin~l  r e c e n t l y ?

ANSWIW: A gradual expansion of contacts is becoming a distinguishing feature
of our reltrtions  with the People’s Republic of China. There has been a marked
advance in the development of trade, economic, s c i e n t i f i c ,  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a n d
c u l t u r a l  t i e s  and subs t an t i a l  r e se rves  have  b e e n  found  in  a l l  t he se  a r ea s .
Pol i t ica l  d ia logue is  a lso  going on. We have no desire to hold it back,
Consul ta t ions  are  taking place , and talks on frontier questions have resumed.

Hoth nuclear Powers in Asia, the USSR and China, have made a commitment never
to be the first to use nuclear weapons. I t  c anno t  be  a  ma t t e r  o f  i nd i f f e r ence  t o
the Asian and Pacific countries whether the other nuclear Powers will eventually
make a similar commitment.

QUESTION : How do you regard th’z development of relations between the Soviet
Union and Japan?

ANSWER : The i r  s t a tu s  i s  no t  ye t  ve ry  sett.led. In recent years there have
besn efforts to give them a boost and establish a normal climate. We believe both
sides have cause to do so - and not just economic cause. There could be a serious,
solid partnership between the Soviet Union and Japan, and that, I am sure# would be
a s ignif icant  e lement  in  the  s tabi l i ty  of the  ent i re  Asian and Pacif ic  s i tuat ion,

Light seemed to be dawning not so long ago, and there was even some discussion
of my vis i t ing Japan. Domest’ically, I would have been ready to visit that
remarkable country, which plays such a major role in the world economy and an
increas ingly  conspicuous  ro le  in  wor ld  pol i t ics , But forces in Japan proved
capable of bringing clouds back to the horizon.

QIJESTION  : How do you see the role of the USSR in the development of reqional
eccnomic co-operat ion?

/ . l ,
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ANSWER; Normal economic contacts can and mlrat  develop on the hasis of sound,
civilized  r e l a t i ons  o f  a l l  type8 - w h e t h e r  p o l i t i c a l ,  diplomatia  or  nimply human,
UnPortunately, we have more than once been confronted with a situation where our
desire to establish good, but simply diplomatic and trading relations with a
particular oountry in a region has promptly been put down aa a crafty political
scheme. Heavy pol i t ica l  guns  are  somet imes  brought  out  in  ef for ts  to in t imidate
the Governments and public of small countries still ntruggling to their feet.

Can you imagine the Soviet Union protesting against the United States or the
United  Kingdom es tabl ishing normal  re la t ions  wi th  the  i s land Stater of  the Pacffia
or anywere  else?

It is absurd; we have never done so and never will, We do not build our
relations with anybody at the expense of third countries’ interests. The best and
the only solid banis for international  relat ions is equal i ty,  qua1 respeat ,
non-interference in  in ternal  affa i rs  and mutual  benefi t , It is these goals that
the Soviet National Committee on Asia11  and Pacific economic co-operation, which we
are now settihq up, will  serve*

Now to my next point. In keeping with our concept of accelerated national
socio-economic development - especially since the CPSU Central Committee plenary
meeting in June - tie have been devot ing increased a t tent ion  to  tha  lands  beyond the
Urals, which have several times the economic potential of the Eutopeirn part of the
USSR.

Joint companies and enterprises established in co-operation with business
circles in Asian and Pacific region countries could join in utilizinq  the wealth Of

these regions.

To us, t he  i dea  o f  comprehnnfiive Jecurity  natural ly  encompasses  in ternat ional
economic security . Analysing the oppcrtunitiea  avbilable has convinced ua that the
best way of achieving this is to put into practice the principle of disarmament for
development .

Meanwhile, we coclld begin on a programme of immediate action to aliaviate  the
debt burden of the developing world. Components of the programme could include
restoring a net fl.ow of f inoncial  resources to the developins  countries and gettins
international  lending away,  as  far  as  possible , from the mismanagement  of the
private  banks. We th ink  the  way to  do th is  i s  to  provide  more  eof t  in ter -Sta te
loans  to  these  countr ies .

QUESTION I In  conclus ion, I should like to know your viewa on
Soviet - Indonesian relat ions and the role  Indonesia  plays  In  world  pol i t ics  today.

ANSWER t Phys ica l ly  we  a re  f a r  apa r t , but the Soviet people have a good memory
and keen historical insight, We remember the years of Soviet-Indonesian
co-opera t ion  at  the  beginning of  your  post -colonia l  h is tory , At that time, having
won their independence, your people found a great many friends in the land Of the
Soviets. “Merdeka”  - Iof reedom"  , from which your newspaper took it6 name - is a
word we know, esteem and cherish.

/ . . .
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The progress in relations between our countries, the recent high-level
contacts, the planned visits to our country by the Indonesian President,
Mr. Suharto, and the forthcoming meetings with the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Mr. Kusumaatmadja, all suggest that Soviet-Indonesian co-operation is moving onto a
qualitatively higher plane.

Indonesia is a dynamic developing State, a member of the non-aligned movement
and ASKAN, and an active participant in efforts to resolve many world and regional
problems. It will, we are sure, play an ever-increasing role. It is our belief
that Indonesia, as one of the world's largest States, and the fifth largest Power
today in terms of population, will have many more weighty contributions to make in
international politics.

We share an awareness of the need to check the arms race and bring about
international security, in the Asian and Pacific region and elsewhere. We are
alike in believing that a transfer of the arms race into space is inadmissible. We
have told the Indonesian leadership extensively and in detail of the dire
consequences for peace if the ARM Treaty is broken.

Our position and the Indonesian one coincide on most key issues. There is,
thus, a firm foundation for general, mutually advantageous contacts, both
bilaterally and within ASEAN. We have plenty of opportunities. Is the prospect of
Soviet-Indonesian co-operation in the peaceful conquest of space not proof of that?

I should like to take this opportunity to express, on behalf of the Soviet
leadership and the Soviet people, my sincere respect for the Republic of Indonesia
and the Indonesian people, and to offer them my heartfelt greetings and very best
wishes.

---a-
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