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Forty-eecond session
Item8 18, 33, 50, 51, 75, 83, 84, 105

and 120 of the provisional agenda*

TMPLEMENTATION  OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF
INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES

POLICIES OF APARTHEID OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA

CESSATION OF ALL NUCLEAR-TEST EXPLOSIONS

URGENT NEED FOR A COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR-TEST-BAN TREATY

EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION

DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION

OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT

INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST TRAFFIC IN DRUGS

MEASURES TO PREVENT INTERNATIONAL TZRRORISM  WHICH ENDANGERS
OR TAKES INNOCENT HUMAN LIVES OR JEOPARDIZES FUNDAMENTAL
FRffiEDOMS AND STUDY OF THE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF THOSE FORMS
OF TERRORISM AND ACTS OF VIOLENCE WHICH LIE IN MISERY,
FRUSTRATION, GRIEVANCE AND DESPAIR AND WHICH  CAUSE SoME
PEOPLE TO SACRIFICE HUMAN LIVES, INCLUDING THEIR OWN, IN

AN ATTEMPT TO EFFECT RADICAL CHANGES

Letter dated 20 July 1987 from the Charg6 d’affaires a,i.
of the Permanent Mission of Samoa to the United Nations

addressed to  the  Secretary-General

As current chairman of the South Pacific Forum, my Government has instructed
me to forward to you the final communiqd  of the eighteenth South Pacific Forum,

* A/42/150.
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held at Apia on 29 and 30 May 1987 (see annex). I  have  the  honour  to  reques t  tha t
it  be urgently circulated among Member States a8 an official dcnzument  of the
General A8rembly,  under itemr  18, 33, 50, 51, 75, 83, 84, 105 and 128 of the
provisional  agenda.

(Signed) Robin MAUALA
Charg6 d’affaires a.i.
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ANNEX

Final communiqub  of the eighteenth South Pacific Forum, held
at Apia on 29 and 30 May 1987

1. The eighteenth South Pacific Forum was held at Apia, Western Samoa, on 29 and
30 May 1987. The Forum was attended by the Heads  of Government of Australia, the
Cook Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, Kiribati, the  Maratiall I s l ands ,
Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu and Western
Samoa, while Vanuatu was represented by the Deputy Prime Minister afid Tonga was
represented by i t s  Minis ter  for Foreign Affairs  and Defence. The Prime Minister of
Western Samoa, the Honourable Va’ai  Kolone, chaired the meeting.

2, The Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of Marshall Islacds were
welcomed as full members of the South Pacific Forum.

3. The Heads of Government noted and endorsed the expression by the Chairman in
his opening statement of the deep concern and anguish that they felt over recent
events involving the overthrow of the elected Government in Fiji. Recognixing  t h e
complexi ty  of  the  problems in  Fi j i , they ful ly shared  the  hopes  expressed by the
Chairman, reflecting as they did the same hopes expressed by the Governor-General
o f  F i j i ,  f o r  a  p e a c e f u l  a n d  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  prcolems.  T h e y
associa ted  themselves  wi th  h is  express ion of  wi l l ingness  to  provide  whatever  he lp
they might be able to‘ lend.

4. It was agreed that the Chairman would convey to the Governor-General of Fiji
the Forum’s willingness to help and would request  the Governor-General to indicate
to the Forum the forms of assistance he considered most appropriate.

5. As one form of  such help ,  af ter  deta i led  informal  d iscuss ion and contact  wi th
Fi j i  in  the  course  of  the  meet ing, the Heads of Government decided that, should the
Governor-General  of  Fi j i  indicate  that  srlch a  Forum ini t ia t ive  would  be
constructive and of assistance, the Forum would send a mission to Fiji .  The
Mission would be led by the Prime Minister of Australia and would comprise the
Prims Minister of Solomon Islands and the Director of the South Pacific Bureau for
Economic Co-operation (SPEC) . Should the Governor-General of Fiji deem such a
cou r se  o f  a c t i on  de s i r ab l e , the mission would hold discussions with all parties in
F i j i  w i t h  ir v i e w  t o  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  facilitilte  p r o c e s s e s  l e a d i n g  t o  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o f
current problems.

6. Should  the  Governor-General  of  Fi j i  respond witt?a request  for  ass is tance
addi t ional  to  tha t  cont ingent ly  provided by the Forum or  different therefrom,  then
the Chairman would have the responsibility to communicate that request to the Heads
of Government and the Director would co-ordinate the response.

7. The Heads of Government noted the increasingly complex environment in which
the Forum was meeting and accordingly gave particular attention to how it might
reac t  mos t  e f f ec t ive ly , as  the  paramount  regional  organisa t ion,  to  the  chal lenges
now before  i t  and those  s t i l l  to  come.
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8. They considered that there was urgent need to strengthen the Forum and SPEC in
regard to the recognition accorded to both institutions by other Governments and
organ i sa t i ons . After  17 years , the South Pacific Forum had developed as the
paramount  pol i t ica l  ins t i tu t ion  in  the  South  Paci f ic  and steps would  be taken to
c o n s o l i d a t e  i t s  p o s i t i o n , The Forum, as  par t  of  i t s  response to  these needs ,
decided to establish a Committee on Regional Institutional Arrangements, which
would ,  inter  alia, look at  ways to  increase  in ternat ional  recogni t ion of  the Forum
and examine the concept of a uingle  regional organidation  and develop ways to
strengthen the Forum and i t s  sccts ta t ia t  (SPeC) .

New Caledonia

9. The  Forum reviewed developments afEecting  New Caledonia that had taken place
since the Ministerial Committee Meeting on New Caledonia, held at Auckland in
March 1987.

10. The Forum once again expressed its firm support for an early and peaceful
t rans i t ion  ta  an  independent  Ned Caledonia , in accordance with the innate and
act ive  r ights  ol the  indigenous  people , and in a manner that guaranteed the rights
and  in te res ts  of  a l l  i nhab i t an t s  of t h i s  mu l t i r a c i a l  society. The Forum adopted
the conclusions of the Auckland Ministerial  meeting, which sought an act of
se l f -de t e rmina t ion  o f f e r ing :

(a) A  f r e e , hones t  and ge.,uine  choice ;

(b)  Inclus ion in  the  f ranchise  of  only  those  who can demonstra te  long- term
residence in and commitment to New Caledonia, I t  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d
i n t e r e s t s  of  a l l  inhabi tants  are qua ran t eed , with special recognition of Kanak
t i g h t s ;

(c) A l l  o p t i o n s  b e i n g  o p e n ,  includinq  s t a t u s  q u o ,  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  i n t e r n a l
self-government, associated independence, or unqualified independence:

(d) P o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  the  p e o p l e  so  tha t  a l l  o p t i o n s  a r e  u n d e r s t o o d
a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r , so  tha t  no  opt ions  arc seen to carry punitive consequences.

11. The Forum was particularly encoutaged  by the breadth and depth of support i t
received at the eighth Conference of Heads of State or Governmelrt  of the Movement
of Non-Aligned Countries and at the United Nations, where New Caledonia was
succes s fu l l y  r e in sc r i bed  on  the list of  Non-Self-GovetninJ  T e r t  it\>ries. The Forum
expressed i t s  gra t i tude  to  those  Stat*26  Members  of  the  United  Nat ions  that  had
supported General Assembly resolution 41/41  A of 2 December 1986 and particularly
to  the 31 Sta tes  Member  co-sponsora  of  the  resolut ion for  re inscr ip t ion.

12. The Forum expressed grave disquiet about the current policies cr,C the
Government of France with tegard to New Caledonia, I t  noted that  France was
pressing ahead with a referendum on French terms, i n  wh ich  a  s i gn i f i c an t  proportion
of the indigenous population had proclaimed, t h r o u g h  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
organization, t h e  F r o n t  d e  Lit&ration  Na t iona l  Kanak  e t  Socialiste  (FLNKS),  tha t  i t
would take no part. The Forum completely rejected the referendum. Under the

/ ..*
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circumstances, such a referendum would he divisive, futile and a recipe for
disaster. The Forum called upon France to abandon its referendum.

13. Noting that  the  current  French Government  had based i t s  pol ic ies  for  the
future of New Caledonia on the referendum and that that referendum would now be an
empty exercise, the Forum questioned what step6 France thr?n  intended  to pursue.

14. Stating that New Caledonia represented a continuing and compelling concern for
the South Pacific reg’ion, the Forum emphasized its commitment to dialogue and
expressed its wish to send a Forum delegation to New Caledonia to discuss the
s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  a l l  p a r t i e s . I t  a lso  i n d i c a t e d  i t s  s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  d i s c u s s i n g
ihe issue wi th  France in  Par is  and stWxL ready to  dispatch a  delegat ion  for that
purpose, should  France  he  genuinely  interented  in  a  d ia logue to  achieve a  peaceful
r e s o l u t i o n . The Forum reaffirmed its 1986 decision that the Forum Chairman was
author ized  to  enter  in to  a  d ia loque  on i t6  behalf  wi th  the  FLNKS to  fur ther  that
process .

15. The Forum also called upon the United Nation6 Special Committee on
decolonization  to recommend to the General Assembly at its forty-second session a
United Nations-sponsored referendum in New Caledonia  consistent with the
universal ly  accepted pr inciples  and pract ices  of  se l f -determinat ion and
independence,

l b . The Forum called upon the South Pacific Games Council. to change the venue of
the South Pacific Games scheduled to be held in New Caledonia in December 1987 fn
the  i n t e r e s t6  o f  t he  s a f e ty  and wel fa re  o f  participatinq  a th l e t e s .

Regional security concern6

Exchange of  informat ion an in ternat ional  development6 affect ing the  secura
of  t he  r eg ion

17. The Forum agreed to establish a tlstem of information exchange in order to
improve the volume, relevance and timt?linesR  of such exchanges between Forum
countr ies  on in ternat ional  development6  affectiny  regional  secur i ty . In  addi t ion
to covering matters affecting national recur ity and defence, the Forum also decided
that developments affectinq tile  economic security of the region should be monitored
and included in  the  sys tem for  increased exchanq:?  of  informat ion. I t recogni 24
that economic deprivation was inimical to c;ecurity, pa r t i cu l a r ly  i n  sma l l  S t a t e s .
As part of the system for enhancing information exchange, an initial meeting of
off ic ia ls  would be held  in late 1987.

Terrorism and hijacking .

18. In liqht Of the recent. attempted hijacking of an Air New Zealand aircraft the
Forum agreed that  a  regional  response to  terror ism was appropr ia te  to counter 4is
emerging threat . It decided to establish a workinq group to examine the issue and
develop ways to enhance the capacity of the Forum States to counter terrorism and
hi jacking.

/, . . .



A/4 2/4 17
English
Page 6

Nuclear  i ssues

South Pacific Nuclear-Free-Zone Treaty

19. The Forum welcomed Solomon Islands as the eleventh signatory to the South
Pacific Nuclear-Free-Zone Treaty when its Prime Minister, the Honourable
Ezekiel Alebua, signed the Treaty during the Forum meetinq. I t  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e
Treaty  had entered in to  force  on I1 December  1986  and that  the  number  of  par t ies  to
i t  now to ta l led  n ine .

20. While deeply appreciating that the People’s Rep\*?lic  of China and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) had signed Protocols 2 and 3 of the Treaty, the
Forum expressed disappointment that the Sc,iet Union had made an imprecise
sta tement  concerning i t s  interpretation  of the  Treaty. It called upon the USSR not
t o  e n t e r  a n y  r e se rva t i ons  o r  s t a t e m e n t  of  i n t e rp r e t a t i on  when  i t  r a t i f i ed  t h e
Protocols .

21. The Forum also expressed disappointment that,  while both the United States of
America and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland had indicated
the i r  w i l l i ngnes s  t o  ab ide  i n fo rma l ly  b y  t h e  provieions  o f  t he  T rea ty  and  i t s
Protocols , they had never theless  refra ined f rom signing them. The Forum called
upon both these nuclear-weapon States and France to sign the Protocols.

22. The  Forum expressed it5 profound concerrl  that Frdnce c o n t i n u e d  t o  t e s t  n u c l e a r
d e v i c e s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  Pac i f i c  and  ca l l ed  fo r  t h i s  t o  cea se ,

South Pacific Regional Environment Protection Convention

23. The Forum welcomed the conclusion of the South Pacific Regional Environment
Protection Convention at Noumea in November 1986. I t  nGted t h a t ,  b y  t h e  t i m e  o f
the Forum, nine  countr ies  had s iqned and one  had ra t i f ied  the  Convent ion  and i t s
Protocols . I t  ca l led upon al l  eligible  countr ies  to  jo in  the  Convent ion  as ear ly
as  pos s ib l e .

Regional  f i sher ies

24. The Forum welcomzd the  conclusion of  negot ia t ions  on the  Mul t i la tera l
Fieheries  Treaty wiLh the  Uni ted  States  of  America  and the s igning of  that  Treaty
by countr ies  a t  Port  Moresby  on 2 Apri l  1987. The Forum noted with satisfaction
that Niue and Vanuatu had become the thirteenth and fourteenth signatories during
the course of the Forum meeting. I t  en jo ined  s igna to r i e s  t o  r a t i fy  t he  T rea ty  a s
ea r l y  a s  pos s ib l e  t o  enab l e  t he  subs t an t i a l  bene f i t s  arising f rom the
implementation of the Treaty to become available to Forum countries,

25. The Forum also endorsed  the  adopt ion  by F o r u m  States  of  a  regional  Or
subregional  approach to  f i sher ies  negot ia t ions  wi th  the  Government  of  Japan as a
ma t t e r  o f  p r io r i t y . I t  requested the  Director  of  the  Forum Fisher  lea Agency to
p u r s u e  t h i s  i s s u e .

26. The Forum condemned in the strongest possible terms the continued il legal
f i sh ing  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  Un i t ed  States p u r s e  s e i n e r s and  o the r  fo r e ign  f i sh ing  vessels
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within the 200-mile exclusive economic zone (EEZe) of ite member Staten. I n  thir
context, it  welcomed new initiatives by Australia and New Zealand in arrociation
with the Forum Fisheries Agency to improve regional surveillance  capabilitier.

27. It congratulated the Director of the Forum Fiaheriee  Agency,
Mr. Philipp  Huller , on his reappointment.

Japan

28. The Forum welcomed progress  in the dialogue with Japan, including the virit  by
the Japanese Foreign Minieter  to the South Pacific in January 1987 and his
announcement  of  a 2 mil l ion-dol lar  specia l  fund for Pacif ic  is lands, The Forum
also requested Japan to regard SPEC aa a conduit for regional fundr and to adapt
its aid procedures to meet the special needs of the South Pacific. The Forum alscl
expressed its hope that Japan would be able to eubatantially  expand its dovolopment
assistance to the region.

&conomic iseues

29. The Forum reviewed regional economic r6suea. Due to  the fragi l i ty  of  the
economies of some cf its member States, i t  decided that economic ireues  required
regular consic3eration  at the Hoed-of-Government level. I t  noted  that  the
secretariat wae examining the concept of Pacific closer  economic telationr  which
would enable a wide range of options for regional economic co-operation to be
evaluated. I t  dec ided to  cons ider  these  issues fur ther  at  the 1988 Forum.

Smal ler  i s land countr ies

30. The Forum reaffirmed its support for the special meaaureel  to be taken to
assiet  in  the  d,o*relopment  of those  of  ito member  Statea class i f ied as  smaller
island countries. It  welcomed the establishment of a emaller island countries
funding faci l i ty  to  be  adminis tered by TPEC, noting contributions by New Zealand
and Auottalia  and in particular New Zealand’6 contribution of $NZ 250,000 per year
fo r  t he  nex t  t h r ee  yea r s . I t  a l s o  recognized  t h a t  epecial s u p p o r t  t o  smaller
i s land countr ies went beyond an increased avai labi l i ty  of  funde. A reappraisal  and
change in approach and attitude, L] o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  organizations  in  411
aopects  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  s m a l l e r  i s l a n d  c o u n t r i e s ,  was r equ i r ed .  I t
urged a l l  a id  donors to bear in mind the  very specia l  needs  of ite moat
disadvantaged members.

Trade in  agr icul tura l  commodi t ies

31. The Forum expressed concern at foreshadowed trade restrictions on
vegetable-oil impotts from African, Caribbean and Pacific States by the European
Economic Community (EEC), It  called upon EEC not to impose  reStr iCtiOn8,
part icularly since coconut productr  played such a  vi ta l  ro le  in  the  aconomiea  of
the  Forum  is land countr ies. I t  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  the  Cairns Group
of Fair  Traders  to  achieve  more  equi table  in ternat ional  trading prarticcs in
agr icul tural  praducte and cal led  upon the majors to accept that  their  international
t rading pract ices  and protectioniet  pol ic ies  had high1.y dangerous  pal” ical a6 wel l
as economic ramif icat ions  that  could  lead to instabi l i ty.
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32. The Forum also recoqnized the need for a regional approach to the
ident i f ica t ion of  long- term u6es of  the  coconut  t ree ,  given the l ike l ihood tha t  the
p r i c e  for  copra w a s  l i k e l y  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  weas fo r  t he  fo re seeab le  fu tu re .

Te3ecommunicaticns

33, The Forum expre68ed  its disappointment  that the World Bank appeared unwilling
to provide funds to all  Forum island countries to assist in the implementation of
the South Pat if fc Telecommunicat.ions  Development Programme. I t  ca l led  upon the
World Bank to review its decision in cognizance of the extremely valuable
contribution it  could make to fundinq !nfrastructur-1 telecommunication6
development in the region.

South Africa

.j4. The Forum noted the unprecedented turmoil in South Afr ?ca arising directly out
of the abhorrent policies of apartheid and the elections c ’ 6 May, which moved
South Africa to an even more extreme position, and expressed its unanimous concern
at  the  worsening s i tuat ion, I t  vo i ced  i t s  suppo r t  f o r  t he  f ron t - l i ne  S t a t e s  i n
South Afl *TCI, Noting that the refusal of the Souttl  African Government to enter
in to  a dialogue  was the pr imary obstacle  to  a  peaceful  future  for  a l l  the people  of
South Af r iqa, the  F o r u m  h o p e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  s t i l l  n o t  t o o  l a t e  f o r  a  j u s t  s3lutiDn  t o
be forlnd.

Australian b i c e n t e n n i a l

35. The  Forum noted that 1988 would mark the Australian bicentennial and noted the
invi ta t ion by the  Austra l ian  Pr ime Minis ter  to  Fo~~i.. ~nll:!tr ies t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  In
t:hesc ce lebra t ions ,  inc luding EXPO $88, as we l l  a s  o the r  even t6  i n  Aus t r a l i a ,  f o r
ilnampie,  t he  Fes t iva l  o f  Sou th  Pac i f i c  Ar t s . 1

Nrneteenth South Pacific Forum

36, The Forum welcomed with pleasure the offer of the Kingdom of Tonga to host the
ninctcenth  Forum in 198s.


