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Articie from the 17 May 1987 edition of The Observer

by MARTH BALEY
and SHYAM BHATIA

'IRANmmﬂybwmg

urznium from 2 Britsh-
operated mine in Namibis,
daplte Ayatollak Kho-

‘meini’s srong opposition to
-South African occupation of

the territory.

that Irzn has continued to buy
uranium from Rossing for the
past eight yesrs, while the
Shah’s ambitious power pro-
gramme has ©not come to

Nuclear experes are m-pn’aed:'

fruition. Some observers fear
that Khomeini’s Government
mybetrymgmdsveﬂopm
aomic bomb.
Cur inquiries have revealed
that two Iraniam officials,
Ghn!ourMohsemandRahban
Kharazi, sit on the board of
RmngUmmum The London
office of RTZ, which i
respomsible for the mine’s
cpexation, would nct comment
m%mholmemm )
"Imns wpermtmkain
gives the counery
amml,amwnmeﬁumm
8 year. In 1979 2 Sowth Africsn
company offered to buy out the.
Immanmkebmamium

British contract -
Iranisn purchases are handled
by RTZ Mineral Services, s
Undon%edwmpmywh:ch
8 registered in ‘the Swiss town
of Zug. Because of political
sensitivity, the contzact has
been treated as highly sscret.
The UN Council for Namibia
hss banned ‘the import of
Namibian eatural resources and

called’ foe the cancellation of
contracts for Rossing uranium.
Britain’s Central Electricity
Generating Bosrd had
controversial contract for Ross-
g uranium ol 1984, but this
wes oot remewed because of
both falling demand and the
political sengitivity of xmport-
ing from Namibia.

Altbough Iran has signed the
guclear Non-Proliferation
Tmty, Khomeini’s Govem-
ment is worried by Irsq, its
MAin protagonist in the Middle
Basz.

The Iraqis had an advanced
programme of nuclesr research
@ Towaithat, gear Baghdad,
which wss bombed by t.he
Israclis in 1981

¥ RKbomeini pursues &e.
development of auclear
weapons, he may find nranium.
8 useful commodity to
emhange or sell for techoology
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