Distr.

GENERAL ,
A/42/404 "
5/18982

16 July 1987 . th\
ARABLC

ORI G NAL: ARABIC/ENGLISH

Q?u\ S W Aol ! Aagadl
Ol Aslaldl Al 0o By A olaldl B, 5000
A,50501 5o 0) 5 £V o TV 5 TV agunll

A o¥)

| —a L1 ST | SR U R WU T ) I DVl e
Lodin bl ooun s>
Lol d3tws

Boiod | astl ol 1,05 dden
dan ) Boslas ads V) Axddl Aplod

w3l Agos0g VAAY ad5./ 5905 VO 5 A5,50 AL,
- wm— i N e N L o L e | e )
Sanigdl  aodl

o0 B0Ladl edm Gde A &ant of GBSl 3 ¢ LmesSe e mlonden e sl

pow oaladl lasos (5 2ol el Ao gndl M0, 00 ¥ Y Adae Leo,as md AdLs)

A1sil) loshy osSy 93 Liweals powsloon! olsns cxd VAAV pole/,1sT WV asdl

Bale slod 3 Lloeme¥ls oloo¥l plasdl L3 0855 odly "aLol, ¥l Al

woar el Jod o Jiowedl ool anddsl 5 - dog, Agoe (S pxie o poedlseed)
L o o ABLI) 5 Ve Bl ¥l AapSadl Aded ¢ granadl L sl

GELSe oo A3nsS Ledsomy AIlwsdl ada auhen Gl pndadn o) Lunes o5STay

GELEy oy ¢ Al ALILENN e 0) 5 EV 5 YU 5 YV sgcdl Libl 5 Aelaldl el
RS | B C

g8 Coas (aadon)

JARY | UV

. Corr.l s A/42/50 *

Y. &-+YY  87-17259



G50

A/42/404
/18982

Arabic
Page 2

‘Namibia

ura.mum

may fu.el
sIran’s

? A—bomb

by MARTIN BAILEY
and SHYAM BHATIA

‘TRAN is secretiy buying
uranium’ from a British-
operated mine in Namibia,
dapxte Ayatoilah Kho-
‘meini’s strong opposmon to
.South African occupation of_
the terxitory.

The Iraniar Government a!so
has a shareholding in the mine
at Rossing, which is operated

by Londnn-baed Rio Tiato-

«Zine.
Nudarexpemmsurpmed
that Iran has continued to buy
urapium from Rossing for the
past cight yesrs, while the
Shah’s. ambitious power pro=
gramme has not come t©

fruition. Some observers fear
that Khomeini’s Government
may be trying to develop an
atomic bomb.

Our inquiries have revaled

‘that two [Iranian officials,

Ghafour' Mohseni and Rahbari
Kharazi, 'sit on the board of
Rossing Uranium. The London
office  of RTZ, which is
mponsible for the mine’s
opexation, would not comment.

.mﬂu:dzoithetwom

“tran’s- lOpercentmkexi'
Rnumg .gives the .country
about 1,000 tonnes of uraniumy

a year. In 1979 a South Africaa’

company offered to buy cut the.
Iranian stake but a revoiution-
ary committee, reporting to
Khomeini, rejected the offer.
Since then, Iram has bad access
to- up to 8,000 tonnes of
uranium  yeilowcake, worth
about£200million. C

Brmsh contract -.

!nnmnpu:chammhandled
by RTZ Mineral Services, s
London-based company which
is registered in the Swiss town
of Zug. Because of political
sensitivity, the contract has
been treated 2s highly secret.

The UN Council for Namibia
has banned the import of
Namibian pareral resources and.

' @lled’ for the cancellation of

contracts for Rossing uranium.
Britain’s Central Electricity
Generating Board had 2
coneroversial contract for Ross-
ing uranium undl 1984, but this
was got remewed because of
both falling demand and the
pohnczl sensitivity of mpon—
ing from Namibia.

Although Iran has signed Lh:
nuclear Non-Proliferation
Truty, Rhomeini’s Govern-
ment is worried by Irzq, its
&tn pmtzgomt in the Middle

The Iraqis had an advanced
programme of nuclear research
at Towaithat, near Baghdad,
which was bombed by the
Isrzelis in 1581.

South African and Namnhun-
uranium 3 covered by fewer
restrictions than supplies from
other countries, and is easier m
divert for military purposes. -

If Kbhomeini pursues the.
development of nuclear
weapons, be may find uranium
a useful commodity to
exchange or sell for technology’
from other aspiring nuclear
powers. - e
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