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Let ter  dated 29 June  1987 frun the  Charge!  d’affairea  a.i, of the
Permaneit  Mission o f  t h e  Islam~epuhlic o f  Irtin t o  t h e  Unite;-

Nat ions addressed to  the  Secretary-General

Upon instructions from my Government and pursuant  to my previous lettera, I
have the  honour  and the  sad duty  to  inform you that  a t  1625 and 163i) houra on
28  June 1987,  invading I raqi  war  planes  carr ied out  chemical  at tacks  agsinet
c i v i l i a n  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  c i ty  of  Sardaeh t . I n  this lntest  manifestation o f  t h e i r
t o t a l  d i s r ega rd  fo r  t h e  moat basic norms  of  h u m a n i t y ,  t h e  I r aq i  fo rces  o f
agg re s s ion  f i r ed  20  chemica l  rocketa a g a i n s t  fou r  d i f f e ren t  locationa  in  t he  c i t y ,
massacring i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s . T h i s  heinclue c r i m e  haA, 06 o f  n o w ,  c l a i m e d  t h e
lives of 10 innocent people and wounded 650 others. MoGt o f  t h e  victim0 a r e
children and old men and women. More detailed informat ion about casualty  figurer,
wi l l  be  brought  to  your  a t tent ion  a0 they become avai lable .

T h e  r e s u m p t i o n  of  t he  l a rge - sca l e  use of  c h e m i c a l  weapons b y  t h e  I r a q i  rdqime
i n  t h e  p a e t  few day8 - i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  moat r e c e n t  r e s o r t  t o  c h e m i c a l  warfare
a g a i n s t  c i v i l i a n  q u a r t e r s  - has once again proved beyond any doubt to the
internat ional  communi ty  not  only  the  inhumani ty  of I raqi  war cr iminalo, hut  more
i m p o r t a n t l y  t h e i r  t o t a l  d i s r e g a r d  f u r  t h e i r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  obliqationo  ao w e l l  a8
f o r  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  of  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communtty. I t  i s  a b u n d a n t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e
fai lure of  the  Securi ty  Counci l  to  condemn the  in i t ia l .  act  o f  aqqresnion by  the
l awless  I r aq i  regime  and  t h e  r e luc t ance  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  t o  &a] ceriously  and
e f fec t ive ly  w i t h  I r aq i  pe r s i s t ence  i n  v io l a t i ng  the mrwt  c o m m o n l y  ac:coptod n o r m s  o f
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h u m a n i t a r i a n  l.aw h a v e  o n l y  oervecl t o  ombol&n  the rulc>rn i n  Baghdad
t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  w a r  crimea;  t h u s , t h e  C o u n c i l  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  havr*  t o  h e a r  p a r t i a l
responsibility  f o r  t h e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n q  i n f l i c t e d  u p o n  the civiliUln  and o t h e r
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vict ims of Iraqi  chemical  warfare, The  in ternat ional  communi ty  and the  Secur i ty
Counci l  in  par t icular  should  observe more  careful ly  the  pol ic ies  of  the  Iraqi
ru l e r r in  in i t ia t ing and conduct ing the  war , not  the  desperate  peaceful  gestures  of
Baghdad,  as  the  t rue  indicator  o f t h e  f u t u r e  b e h a v i o u r  of  t he  I r aq i  r u l i ng  c l i que ,

The  ser ious  nature  of th is  la test  episode of  I raqi  use  of  banned chemical
weapons and the  escala t ing t rend in  the i r  use necess i ta te  a concer ted effor t  on the
pa r t  o f  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  commun  i ty , and particularly  the competent organs ,of the
United Nat ions ,  to  take  invest igat ive , preventive and punitive measures to uphold
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  h a l t  t h e  Iraqi war
crimec. I t  ts i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h a t  t h e  I s l amic  Repub l i c  of  I r an  r eques t s  t he
immediate  dispatch of  a  Uni ted Nat ions t.eam of  exper ts  to  invest igate  the  la tes t
i n s t a n c e s  of  I r aq i  r e s o r t  t o  c h e m i c a l  warfare .

I t  would be  highly  apprecia ted i f  th is  le t ter  were  c i rcula ted as  a  document  of
the General Assembly, under  i tem 62 of  the  prel iminary l i s t ,  and of  the  Securi ty
Council ,

(Signed) Mohammad Javad ZARIF
Charge d’affaires a,i.
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