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I. INTRODUCTION

1. On 3 December 1986, the General Assembly adopted resolution 41/48 entitled
"Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the reqion of the Riddle East", the
relevant operative paragraphs of which read as follows:

"The General Assembly,

II . . .

” 5. Invites the nuclear-weapon States and all other States to render
their assistance in the establishment of the zone and at the same time to
refrain from anv action that runs counter to both the letter and spirit of the
present resolution;

“6. Extends,its thanks to the Secretary-General for his reoort
containins the views of parties concerned reaardina the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the reqion of the Middle East; A/

‘I 7 . Takes note of the above-mentioned report;

“ 8 . Requests those parties that have not yet communicated their views to
the Secretary-General to do so;

” 9 . Welcomes any further comments from those parties that have already
communicated their views to the Secretary-General;

"10. Requests the Secretarv-General to submit a report to the General
Assembly at its forty-second session on the implementation of the present
resolution;

"11. Decides to include in the provisional aqenda of its forty-second
session the item entitled 'Estab.lisilment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the
reqion of the Middle East'.

"A/ A/41/465 and Add.1."

2. Pursuant to paraoraphs 8 and 9 of the resolution, the Secretary-General, in a
note verbale dated 5 Januarv 1987, requested all Member States to submit their
views and further comments. To date, the Secretary-General has received replies
from Banqladesh, Democratic Yemen, Iraq, Israel, Oman, Panama, the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the United States
of America. The replies are reproduced in section II of the present report.

/ . . .



A/42/364
Iha l i rh
Pase 3

I I . REPLIEB  RECEIVED FROM GOVERNMENTS

BANGLADEHH

IOriclinal;  Enoliahl

(4  Mav 19871

Banaladerh  aa a  mattor ot poliov  eupporta t h e  eetsbliahmsnt  o f
nuolrar-wrapon-fro0  zonrr i n  dittorent  parts o f  t,he w o r l d  a n d  belimvon  th,rt the
eatabliehment  of  ruoh zone8 would  he lp  to  achieve  the  aa61 of  aeneral  and uomplr te
diaarmamentI Earls i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  such reeolutione woulcl  h e l p  i n  thn c r e a t i o n
of a conducive  atmoaphero  for  a oomprehennive sottlrment of  the  Middle  East  problem,

DEMOCRATIC YEMEN

loriainalt  A r a b i c 1

I24 Marah 19tl71

1. The People’8 Demooratio Republic of Yemen has supported  the efforts made bv
the  Uni ter !  Nat ions fbr tho  rs tab l iehment  o f  nuc lear -weapon- f ree  zone%  as  a  atap
along thr  oath  to  qeneral  and complete  diaarmament under  ef fect ive  in ternat ional
control and not as a eubetitute for thifi  ultimate ma1 to which we hope disarmament
e f f o r t s  w i l l  l e a d .

2. On the  baeie  of thie poei t ion , the Peoale’e Mmocratic  Republic ot Yemen
s u p p o r t e d  G e n e r a l  Areemblv r e s o l u t i o n  41/48  concarnincl  t h a  establixhmsnt  of  fi
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle FI4At, a s  a n  exteneion  o f  it.8 t3upport  f o r  a l l
previous General Aseemblv reeolutionn on the 8amn subject, I t  aleo s u p p o r t e d
Securitv  C o u n c i l  r e s o l u t i o n  4R7 (1981). Thifi  Bunport o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  PeopLe’~
Democrat ic  Republ ic  o f  Yemen ie a  c lear  ref lect ion of  ita position  and i ts  rtfortn
to  spare  th is  and other  reqiona  the  hazards  of  nuc lear  wa4pon8 and nuclear
d e s t r u c t i o n ,  to  ea8e t h e  t e n e i o n  i n  t h e  reaion a n d  to  atrenqthen  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
peace and eecuritv. Thie  poe i t ion  found concretft exoreeoion  throuqh ratitication
of the  Treatv  on the  Non-Prol i fera t ion of  Nuclear  Weapona  and the deposi t  of  the
i n s t r u m e n t s  of  r a t i f i ca t ion  o n  1 J u n e  1975).

3. The People’s  Democratic Republic of Yemen’8 rcupport  for General AnRamhlv
r e s o l u t i o n  41/48 a n d  a l l  r e e o l u t i o n e  telatino  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  d
nuclear-weapon-free  zone in  the  Middle  Eaet  in based on major tundnmcntal  HterJM  of
a n  uraent a n d  P r a c t i c a l  n a t u r e  Bet f o r t h  i n  those reeolutions  tar the a t t a i n m e n t  o f
this o b j e c t i v e , the  most  important  of  which are  a8 followa:

(al Invitina the  Par t ies  concerned to  adhere  to  t .he  Treatv on the
Non-Prol i ferat ion of  Nuclear  WeaPonet

/
I . . .
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fbl Callins u p o n  a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  c o n c e r n e d  t o  p l a c e  a l l  t h e i r  n u c l e a r
act iv i t ies  under  Internationa:  Atomic Energy Aaency  (IAEA) safesuards;

(0) Declarina t h a t  i t  i s  esserrtial  t h a t  a l l .  p a r t i e s  c o n c e r n e d  r e f r a i n  f r o m
developinq, PrCducinC, testinq or  o therwise  acquirincl nuclear  weapons or  permi t t ins
t h e  8tat;:nino  o n  t h e i r  territoriec, o r  t e r r i t o r i e s  u n d e r  t h e i r  c o n t r o l ,  o f  n u c l e a r
weapons or nuclear explosive devices.

4. I n  t h e  lisht  o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  concernina  I s r a e l ’ s  poseession  o f  n u c l e a r  weapons,
which  tiere conf i rmed bv the  repor t  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  Ins t i tu te  1or Disarmament
Research submit ted to  the  for t ie th  sess ion of  the  General  r-semblv  and ear:ier bv
t h e  r epo r t  o f  t he  Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l  ot t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n 8  o n  I s rae l i  nuclear
armament (A/36/431) , the PeoDlp’B Democratic Republic of Yemen believe8 that thr!
f i rs t  s tep  towards  the  es tabl ishment  of  a nuclear-weapon-free  zone in  the  reqidn  @f
the Middle East would be to rid the reaion of nuclear weapons and to secure
Israel’s  comoliance  wi th  the  bas ic  condi t ion8 la id  down in  Uni ted  Nat ions
resolut ions  and constant ly  re i tera ted,  namely, I s r ae l ’ s  adhe rence  t o  t he  TreAtv  on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, t h e  placing  o f  all i t s  nuclsar  aCtiVit.if&::
u n d e r  L\EA Bafeauards a n d  i t s  a b s t e n t i o n  f r o m  developins,  producinq,  testina  or
otherwise  acquirina  nIxlear weapons and from permittina the  8tationinC  011 its
t e r r i t o r v , o r  t e r r i t o r i e s  u n d e r  i t s  c o n t r o l , of nuclear weapons or nuclear
explosive devices.

5. Unless the reqion is made nuclear-weapo*i-free  and assurances are of flciallv
issued bv IAEA in this reqard, e f fo r t s  t o  e s t ab l i sh  a  nuc l ea r -weapon- f r ee  Bone  in
the  recaion of  the  Middle  Eas t  wi l l  cont inue  to  come up aoainst a realitv Verv
remote from the achievement of this qoal.

I RAQ

IOriCinal:  Arablcl

I10 ADril  19871

1. The  Republ ic  of Iraq has persistentlv  been an act ive  par t ic ipant  in  al l
in i t ia t ives  a imed a t  the  es tabl ishment  of  a nuclear-weapon-free  zone In  the  re.clic>,ri
of the Middle East. This posit ion PAS been reiterated on numerous occasions and
has been ref lec ted  in  a whole  ser ies  of  ac t ions  takeil  by Iraq for the  achievement
o f  t h a t  aoal. I raq  hap supoorted  a l l  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  a d o p t e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  Ndtioll:;
on  this subject , and  we  a f f i rm o n c e  aqain o u r  e a r l i e r  p o s i t i o n  s e t  f o r t h  i n
document A/40/422/Add.  1. We a l s o  s t r e s s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  ensurinq t h a t  t h e  resioll
is f r r s t  r i d  o f  ex i s t i na  n u c l e a r  weapons , throush  consent tn measures ot
i n t e rna t i ona l  ve r i f i c a t i on  o f  a l l  nuc l ea r  installationfi  i n  t h e  realon,  w h e t h e r
throuqh the International Atomic Enerqv Aqencv (IAEA) or throuqh adherence to the
Treatv on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. BF?lievinq  in  the  impor tance  ot
the r~l., of IAEA and the Treatv on ttle Nbn-Proliteration  of Nuclear Weaporbn  ~fr ttllu
world disarmament Drocess, Iraq h a s  t a k e n  s p e e d v  p r a c t i c a l  steps  t o  Dlace  it:;
nuclear  ins ta l la t ions  under  IAEA superv is ion and to  adhere  to  the  Trea tv  on  t-he
Nell-Pcollferation  ot Nuclear Weapons. I n  t h e  J.iqht  o f  t h e s e  f a c t s ,  w e  emDhaslz@!

/ . . .
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c;lce aaain tha’. a l l  nuclear  ins ta l la t ions  in  the  reqion  are  subjec t  to IAEA
suuervision  except f o r  t h e  Ieraeli n u c l e a r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  larqe
caoabilitiea  a n d  w h i c h  still c o n s t i t u t e  a n  o b s t a c l e  t o  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  reqion’s
beina entirelv  f fee of nuclear weapons.

2. Since the adoption bv the United Nations General Assembly of resolution 39/54,
w h i c h  r e q u e s t s  a l l  countriee  o f  t he  reqion  t o  t r a n s m i t  t h e i r  v i e w s  t o  the
Secretarv-General  resardinu  the  es tabl ishment  of  a nuclear-weapon-free  zone in  the
Mtrldle  East , Israel  has  not  taken any posi t ive  s tep to implement  th is  resolu t ion  or
subsequent resolut ion&. On the contrarv, Israel  h a s  Dersisted  i n  Pursuincr  a
nuclear  pol icy  that  has undermined a l l  a t tempts  made  to  achieve  the  qOa1. This
~olicv  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  ~11 t h e  nctions  r e p o r t e d  by  in t e rna t iona l  o f f i c i a l  and  med ia
murces. One such report was cbr.ried  tv The Times of London on 5 October 1986,
under the headlice “Sec re t s  o f  t he  fsraeli  nuc l ea r  a r sena l ” . On the basis of
information, supper ied by DhotocIrrphs  and data ,  furnished by the  Israeli
Mocdecha  i Vanunu, who worked for a lonq t ime at the Dimona ‘eactor,  the newspaper
stated tha t  the  Israeli  Dimona reactor  had the  techrlical  CL cit.; to produce
between 10 and 40 kilwrams of plutonium a ye&r and that thi amount  was suf f xient
for the manufacture of 10 atomic bombs. The nuclear  weaDorN  I,. *,rt and nuclear
Ycient ist Theodore Taylor, sa id ,  a f t e r  studvina  t h e  d a t a  a n d  D.rGL6Qraphs  s u p p l i e d
bv Vanunu tha t  there  could  not  be  the s l iqhtes t  daub\:  that  Is rael  possessed nuclear
weapons and had had them for at least the past decade. The nuclear phvsicist.
Frank Barnabv aleo confirmed this. I n  t h e  f a c e  o f  thij  informaeion,  i t  beCOnIes
imuossible  tc establ ish  a  nuclear-weapon-free  zone in  the  reaio:\ of  the  Middle  Eas t
llnleos  t h e  I s r a e l i  juelear  at jenal i s  r e m o v e d  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
suw?rvision  is  ensured in  order  to verify tha t  there  are  no nuclear  wespons in  the
rfqlan.

3. Accordinslv, I r aq  be l i eves  t ha t  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  coni.\unitv  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d
Natione must  Perform their  duty  by investiqatina the  informat ion and data  re leased
conce?nina  Israel i  nuclear  weapons and bv endeavourins  to  make Israel  comPlv  wi th
the  in ternat ional  resolu t ions  adopted  in  th is  reaard and that  they must  provide  an
0lJlrtlrtUnit.V  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  &JPetvision  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h a t  i s  QOinq  o n  i n s i d e
l:;ra~li n u c l e a r  inssallations  a n d  f o r  Israel t o  u p h o l d  i t s  c r e d i b i l i t y  reqardinq
thca vstabl.ishment  of  a  nuclear-weapon-free  zone in  the  Middle  East .

ISRAEL

’Ior i o i n a l :  Epq! ish]

I1 M6V 1987:

The Government of Itlrael reiterates  its views as communicated to the
SPcretarv-General  i n  itf3 l e t t e r s  d a t e d  1 3  J u n e  lua; ( A / 4 0 / 3 8 3 )  and  b May 1 9 8 6  ( s e e
A/4 l/465).
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OMAN

iOr isinel  r Arabic]

(20 Februa ry  19871

1. The Sultanate of Oman, like the other States of the world that are Members of
the  intsrnational Oruanizat ion, s h a r e s  t h e  v i e w s  o t  a l l  peace-lovina  countries  a n d
ie aware of the increasinq importance ot establishins  a nuclear-weapon-free zone in
the realon of the Middle East. Whi le  i t  suDDorts  the  concept  of  makina the  reaion
of the Middle East a nuclear-bdcapon-tree  zone of peace, i t  wishes to draw the
at tent ion of  the  in ternat ional  communi ty  to  the  fact tha t  the  increase in  Israel’s
n u c l e a r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  I s r ae l ’ s  r e fu sa l  t o  p l ace  i t s  nuc l ea r  i n s t a l l a t i ons  u n d e r
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p e r v i s i o n  c o n s t i t u t e  A  Genuine  t h r ea t  to  s ecu r i t v  i n  t he  r ea ion  o f
tile Middle East and hinder the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-fcee Lone.

2. The Sultanate, realizina  t h e  damaqe  a n d  i n s t a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  may c a u s e  In t h e
req ion, s t resses  the  need for  &he redoublinq  of  Uni ted Nat ions  e t for ts  end bel ieves
t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commulitv to cdllcd u p o n  todav t o  a i v e  s e r i o u s  condlderation
to  the  establ ishment  of  a  nuclear-weapon-free zone in  the  rea ion of  the  Middle
East, which would areat lv  s t renathen intert,7t.ional  ‘Adace  and secur i tv .

PANAMA

[Or iCIina1 t Spanish]

1 1 7  &June  lYt171

1. Peace is more than the absence ot war, t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  a n d  l e t h a l  POtenti& &Jt
the arsenals ot weapons which have been accumulated in the world in the nuclear era
consCLtute a r ea l  t h r ea t  t o  t he  su rv iva l  o f  mank ind ,  hence  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l
obliqati<rll  t o  combine e t f o r t s  In o r d e r  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h i s  t h r e a t ,

2. The  Government  of the  Republ ic  ot’ Panama,  in  in ternat ional  forums, has
e n d o r s e d  t h e  lesltimate  r i q h t  ot S t a t e s  t o  construct  p l a n t s  f o r  t h e  peacetul u:;e ot
nuclear enerqv and, in  pursuance of  that  r iqht , to have free access to technoloqv
w i t h o u t  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  e x c l u s i o n s , condlt  ionti o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r i s a l s . However, in
order t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  u s e  o t  n u c l e a r  enerqv  fo r  mi l i t a ry  pu rposes ,  t he  monitorincr
system ot  the  Internat ional  Atomic  Enerqy Aqencv must  be  improved,  the
Non-Prolileration  T r e a t y  mu8t  be univereallv  sianed  a n d  r a t i f i e d ,  a n d  nuclear
arsenals must ultimatelv  be dismantled.

1. Notwithstandlnq  t h e  foreqr>lnu, w e  cannot f a i l  t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  the riq11t
o f  all S t a t e s  t o  protect t he i r  ‘ s ecu r i t y , independence and ter r i tor ia l  irIpS .ritV,
althouqh  t h e  exe rc i s e  o f  t h a t  riqht m u s t .  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  sac,lritv  of
o the r  S t a t e s , In  accordance wi th  that  principle,  the  Government  ot t: = Rewblic of
Panama  will suuoort  a l l  eftortt;ot the  in ternat ional  communi ty  to  secute  the
denuclear lzatlon of the world. I t  i s  necessary to  s top the  arms race,  which ‘~3

/ . . .
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ahporbinq  f i n a n c i a l  resource8  t h a t  atet v i t a l  f o r  t h e  bevelopina  c o u n t r i e s  and is
endanqer  inq internat tonal peaoe and mcur  itv ,  and to  proceed immediatelv  tcr  canoral
and complete disarmament within a framework of watchful supervialon exercised  bv
the  vsr i t ica t ion machinery of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions.

UKRAINIAN EOVIET  SOCIALIST REPIJBLIC

IOriqinal: Russl.anl

1. The Ukrainian SSR, on the basie of ite fundamental policy in faVCW Of
s t r e n q t h e n i n a  peace a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  eliminatinq  t h e  t h r ea t  ot
nuc lea r  war ,  believe8  tha t  an  impor t an t  contribution  t o  achrevinq  t h i s  wal m a v  be
m a d e  by curbinq t h e  nuc l ea r  arm8 race  a n d  stronqtheninq  t h e  r&sime o t  t h e
n o n - p r a l i f e r a t l o n  o f  nuclea:  weapona,  throucah,  i n t e r  alia, the astat 1 ahinq o f
nuclear-weapon-free  zones in  var ious  par ts  of  the  world , A  c e r t a i n  &nL)unt  of
favourable experience has already been accumulated in prcclaiminq  and maint.ainirl(l
such zones - i n  L a t i n  Amsrica  (Trea tv  o f  Tlatelolco),  a n d  In t h e  s o u t h e r n  D a r t  of
the  Pacif ic  Ocean (Rarotonqa  Treatv) - and work ie under way on the establishment
o t  nuc l ea r - f r ee  zones i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .

2. I t  s h o u l d  b e  emphaeized  t h a t  t h e r e  is p a r t i c u l a r  elqnificence  i n  qrarltlnq
non-nuclear -weapon s ta tus  to  the  Middle  East  in  v iew of the  tac t  tha t  t.hir;  req!on
it.3 a conttant  801~ ce ot m i l i t a r y  t e n s i o n  w h e r e  t h e  oppos1rlq  a i d e s  h a v e  hiqh
concentra t ions  of  armed forces .

3 , A  source  ot instabilitv  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  East i n  t h e  aqareeslve ~olicv  which 1:~
be!nq pursued bv Israel  wi th  the  connivance of  the  Uni ted Sta tes  aqnirl!.it
neiqhhourjna  c o u n t r i e s  ot t h e  r e g i o n . T h i s  policv  i s  c l e a r l v  maniteHted  In
I s rae l ’ s  continuinq  r a ids  aqainet  L e b a n o n  a n d  i t s  a rmed  aqqression  8Qainst 2+11i:(:f 111
nllcleflr  tnetallations  i n  I r a q , an act which the General Assemblv termed A  vtolcrt ion
of  t he  Cha r t e r  o f  t he  [Jnited  Nations.

4. I n  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  pa r t i cu l a r  c o n c e r n  lo enqendered b v  ISLtie1’:3  r~ucle~~~
afiuirations, which have been confirmerl  bv preys repor ts ,  and also bv the
conclunlons ot Uni ted  Natlans eturiies  on  the  ques t ion  of  Israel’3 nuclear  weapons
to  the  ef feet tha t  Israel  already has the  technica l  cauahilitv  to  produce  nuclear
weaL)one  and the means of deliverins  Huch weapons. It i s  alarminq t h a t  I s rae l
r e f u s e s  t o  s t a t e  clearlv  t h a t  i t  doeo n o t  POBR@S~  euch w e a p o n s  iin,+  t o  assume  t h e
obliqation not to produce or acquire nuclear weapons.

‘) . The  tens ion  in  the  eas tern  and sout.hern  Mediterranean is  a lso  exacerbated tW
the constant show ot torte  by naval qroupinqs, t h e  aqoresvive ac t i ons  ca r r i ed  o u t
bv the  Uni ted Sta tes  aqainst  Libya and the  pol icy  of etronq-arm  pressure  aoainst
countr ies  of  the  region. Those Western countries which enqaqe  in mllitarv and
nuclear  co-opera t ion  wi th  lsrael  and provide  protec t ion  and suppor t  to  thcllr
:;trateqic allv, s h a r e  responsihilitv  f o r  I s r a e l ’ s  aqqresoive p o l i c y .

I
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6. I n  t h i s  respeut  t h e  situat.ion  in t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  i s  varv s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n
southern Africa, where, w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a  number  o f  Weetorn  countriee,
eemciallv  the Uni t ed  S t a t e s , the  racist r6qime of S o u t h  Afr ica  is a l so  pursuinq  a
policv  of repression, State ter ror i sm, accression  and  deetabilization  of
neighbourins  countrios  and i s  strivinq to  acquire  nuclear  weapons,  thereby
rxevantinq  the es tabl ishment  of  a  nuclear-weapon-free  zone ‘n  Afr ica .

7. The Ukrainian SSR ful ly  supports  the  idea  of  establishinq  a
nuclear-Weapon-free  zone in  the  Middle  East and is  in  favour  of  proceedinq  to
sonctatr  a c t i o n s  t o  a c h i e v e  i t . An impor tant  s tep  in  th is  d i rec t ion  would  be  for
all  countries of the reqion which have not yet done so to accede to the Treatv on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, a n d  a l s o  f o r  a l l  n u c l e a r  a c t i v i t i e s  o t
these States to be placed  under IAEA satequards.

UNTQN  OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

[Or ic!inalr R u s s i a n 1

19 A p r i l  19871

1. The Permanent Mission of the Union of Soviet Socialist  Republics to the United
Nat ions  oresents i t s  compliments  to  the  Secretary-General  of  the  [Jnited  Nat ions
and, with reference to  General  Assembly resolut ion 41/48  concerninc  the
establ ishment  of  a  nuclear-weapon-free  zone in  the  raaion of  the  Middle  Eaet ,  has
the  honour  to  conf i rm the  USSR’s  pos i t ion  of  pr inc ip le  reqardinq  the  es tabl i shment
of  a  nuclear-weapon-free  zone in  that  reqion, which was set forth in the Permanent.
Mission’s note No. 512/H of 10 Julv lYS4.

2, The Permanent Mission of the [JSSR to the United Nations takes this opportunitv
to  convey to  the  Secretary-General  the renewed assurancms  of  i t s  h iahest
considera t ion .

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

[Oricinal:  Enqltsh]

(7 Mav 19a7!

1. The United States Government refers to General Assembly resolution 41/4S and
wishes  to  offer  i t s  v iew on the  proposal  for  the  es tabl ishment  of  a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the reqion ot the Middle East.

2. For  four  decades the  United Sta tes  has  suppor ted in ternat ional  ef for ts  to
p r e v e n t  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  c>f nuc l ea r  weaoons. As  P re s iden t  Reaqan h a s  s t a t e d ,  “The
United Sta tes  wi l l  seek  to  prevent the  spread of  nuclear  explos ives  to  addi t ional
c o u n t r i e s  ils a  fundamen ta l  na t i ona l  s ecu r i t y  and foreiqn  p o l i c v  o b j e c t i v e . ” This
o b j e c t i v e  i s  s h a r e d  b y  the overwhelmins  maioritv  o f  S t a t e s . In  order  to  s t rcnothen
the barr iers  to nuclear-weapon prol i fera t ion, the  Uni ted Sta tes  advocates  univernal
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irtlhnrcnce to  the  Treaty  on the  Non-Prol i fera t ion ot Nuclear  Weapona, which
current ly  has  more  than 130 partiee.

3 . The Uni ted  States  hae cer ta in  wel l -known crtterra  to1 judqinc the
anuropriatenese  and  e f f ec t iveness  o f  nuc l ea r -weapon- f r ee  zones  a8 tin a d d i t i o n a l
meana  o t  curbinq  n u c l e a r - w e a p o n  pro l i f e r a t i on . Amona  t h e s e  c r i t e r i a  ia t h e
p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  t h e  satablishment  o f  t h e  z o n e  s h o u l d  n o t  d i s t u r b  existins eecuritv
arranaementa t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  of reqional  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  securitv. The United
!itatea  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  eetpe t o  p r o v i d e  a l l  t h e  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  East w i t h
6>tfective  reassurance  t h a t  t h e  n u c l e a r  activitiee  o f  t h e i r  n e i o h b o u r e  a r e  for
ueaceful, non-exoloeive ourpof3es  only, w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  treater e t a b i l i t v  i n
t-his  Par t  of  the  world . Hence, i n  loinins  t h e  consenau8 o n  Cieneral  Aeeemblv
reriolution  41/4&I, t h e  U n i t e d  State8 exoreesed i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f
antablishinc, under  appropr ia te  condi t ions , a  nuclear-weapon-free  zone in  the
Yirldle Eas t ,

4. In  this c o n t e x t , i t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  n o t e d  t n a t  t h e  n u c l e a r  f a c i l i t i e s  o f
nat ions  a t  peace  are orotected  bv the  orovisiorm  of  the  Uni ted Nat ions  Char ter
c:oncerninq  t he  u se  o f  force1 and  t ha t  when  na t i ons  a r e  enqaqed i n  ac t i ve
houtilitiee, lonq-etundinq  l aws  a n d  customn o f  war  p roh ib l t  a t t acks  aqainst
facilities which are  not  leqitimate  mil i tary  object ives ,  as  wel l  as  a t tacks  which
would cause  d ispropor t ionate  c iv i l ian  casual t ies , The Uni ted  Sta tes  be l ieves  tha t
Sta tes  should  comply wi th  existinq  in ternat ional  obliqations.

-m--w


