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Letter dated 21 May 1987 from the Permanent Representative of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations addressed to the

Secretary-General
t

I have the honour to enclose herewith the text of the letter addressed to you
by His Excellency Dr. Ali Akbar Velayati, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Islamic Republic of Iran (see annex).

While expressing the gratitude of my Government for the dispatch of the team
of specialists and for the efforts of the members of the team, I would highly
appreciate it if this letter were circulated as a document'.of  the General Assembly,

under item 62 of the preliminary list, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Said RAJAIE-KHORASSANI
Ambassador

PeKItIanent  RepKeSentatiVe

* A/42/50.
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ANNEX

Letter dated 21 May I.987 from the Minister for Foreign Affairs
of  the  Is lamic Republ ic  of  I ran to  the  Secretary-General

Your note, dated 8 May 1987 (S/l8852  and Corr.1)  ,  to the Security Council
r ega rd ing  t he  l a t e s t  r epo r t  o f  t he  t e a m  of  spec i a l i s t s  on  t h e  .se o f  chemica l
weapons, aside from confirming for t,he fourth t ime dur.‘yg three consecutive  years
the  uce  of  such weapons  by the  Irc.$li regime against  I ranian forces ,  contained
important points. This  repor t  reaff i rmed the  issue of the  use  of  chemica l  weapons
against  civilians as brought  to  your  a t tent ion in  my previous  correspondence ,
Moreover, the  use  of  nerve gas  - a complicated weapon the production of whit!: is
beyond the  technological  abi l i ty  of  the  I raqi  regime - was ra ised for  the second
t ime  a s  an  i s sue  i n  t h i s  r epo r t . The  repor t  echoed a  ser ious  warning that the
continued use of chemical weapons weakens the Geneva Protocol of 1925 for the
Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous and Other G~YPS,  and of
Batter iologicai  Methods of Warfare, and confronts  the  world  wi th  the  threat  of
bioiog ical weapons.

More s ignif icant ly , the  team has concluder!  that  i t  has  already acconplished
everything possib le  on the  technica l  side and that now only through “concerted
efforts at the political level” may the violation of the 1925 Geneva Protocol come
t o  a  ha l t . This  po in t  also received specia l  emphasis  in  your  note  to the  Secur i ty
Counci l  in  which you drew the  attebltion  of  the  Counci l  to  the  fact  tha t  repeated
appeals by the Security Counci I and the Liocretary-General  hnvc so far  been
i ne f f ec t ive .

Regrettably enough, despi te  your  c lear  emphasis  and that  of  the  team,  the
Secur i ty  Counci l  in  i ts statement of 14 May 1987 (s/18863) , simply deemed it
suf. flc ient to repeat, except  for  a  few minor  changes in  wording,  the  s ta tement  of
2 1  Karch 1986 (S/).7932). Taking such a weak  pos i t ion  would  mean that ,  t?ithcr tht:
Secur i ty  Counci l  has  not  cons idered  the repor t  of  the  team and your nc tp or ,  unclcr
the influence of a few permanent or non-permanent members of the Council,  i t  is
incapable  of  d ischarging i t s  duties and cont inues  to  avoid  the  adopt ion  of cony
measures which would be opposed by the Iraqi regime.

R e p e t i t i o n  o f  *. statement which in your own word:; not only lclcked dny
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  t u t  a l s o  caused t h e  I r a q i  rggime t o  c o n t i n u e  i t s  c h e m i c a l  attack:;  ‘ind
ev’:n  to  extend them agains t  c iv i l ians cannot but mean that the Secur i+y Counci I
does  not  value  the  ef fec ts  of  i t s  own decis ion and is  res igned to  witnr:r;:;ing  thf>
continued use of chemical weapons and  t he  t h r ea t  o f  niolorjical  wnr fa re . I t shnu L(1
b e  c l ea r  t o  t he  Secu r i t y  C o u n c i l  t ha t  t he  I r aq i  r8gime ,  notwi ths tanding anotht!r
condemnat ion ty the Security Council ,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  resort t o  thti:  u!;r! o f
cbenical  weapons. Moreover, i t  i s  otvioua  t h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l ’ s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  other
aspec t s  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l i t y  of t h e  G e n e v a  P r o t o c o l  of:
1325 and the  fac t  tha t  th is  Protocol has been exclusively formulated for  war
conditions would  in  a l l  probabi l i ty  be  manipula ted  by Iral.1.
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Prepa ra t i on  o f  t h i s  r epo r t ,  a s  a s t e p  i n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of
in ternat ional  humani tar ian Law and the  prevent ion  of savage cr imes against
humanity, is indeed an effective measure on the part of you and your colleagues, as
well as that of the members of the team, and  is app rec i a t ed  b y  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
community and the Lslamic  Republic of Iran. However, none of these measures has
yet  been able  to  change the  cr iminal  behaviour  of  the  I raqi  rdgime.

Pr ior  to  the  depar ture  of  the  team, t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  of  I r an ,  t h rough  i t s
Permanent  Miss ion to  the  Uni ted  Nations ,  ques t ioned the  advisabi l i ty  of  d ispatching
the  toam to Iraq simply  on  t!le basis  of  a  propagandis t  c la im and before  a  formal.
r f+queo  t was lodged, I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  p a s t  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  I r a q i  regime a n d  i t s
shoor  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e p e a t e d tind emphat ic  appeals  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions ,  i t
would  have be?3  a logical  exnectation  that  the  Honourable  Secretary-General  cal l
u,~jrl  the  I raq i  regime  t o  c o m m i t  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  cone’ ,sions  o f  t he  r epo r t  o f  t he  t e am
and to  the pos i t ions  subsequent ly  adopted  by the  IIn ed Net ions.

Ao confirmed by the team, the  Iraqi  c la im had be ~11 ?ade  merely  in  order  to
d i v e r t  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  f rom i t s  c r i m e s  a n d  i t  i s  n o  wonde r  t ha t  t he  I r aq i  rdgime,
aware of the  nature  of Its c la im and apprehensive  of  the  I raqi  people’s  react ion,
d id  not  a l low any repor ts  on  the  miss ion in  the  local  press.

In any cdse, what  is now of  the  utmost  importance is  that  the  ef for ts  by you
and the  membe s of  th6 earn no t  be rendered ineffect ive  due to  the  weakness  of  the
Secu r i t y  Counc,l, I t  is n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h e “concerted efforts  at  + re pol i t ica l
level”  be under taken in  order  ro consol idate  the  Geneva Protocol  of 1925.

I t  i s  impera t ive  tha t ,  be fo re  I r aq  aga in  r e so r t :  t o  c h e m i c a l  w e a p o n s ,  t h i s
c r i t i c a l  m a t t e r  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  the a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h a t  t h e
Secretary-Genera  I, with the Council ’s endorsement, renew his appeal of 29 June 1984
which i s  yet to  bc answered by Iraq, Hc m i g h t  a s  wel l  c a l l  on  a l l  S t a t e s  and
ccjncurned  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  JrqanizatiOnS  t o  make  conce r t ed  e f fo r t5  i n  o r d e r  t o
per suadr the Iraqi regime to undertake not to use chemical weapons, Moreover ,  a i l
states nhould be  ca l led  upon ta  refrain f rom expor t ing var ious  chemicals  which cdn
bf! converted to cht-mica1 weapons. I r aq ’ s  access  to c h e m i c a l  a g e n t s ,  i n  partrcular,
n e r v e  ~LIS, i s  i n  *lecd o f  cl.ose attent  i o n  an : i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h e  t eam
c o n t i n u e  i t s  rcr,t!arch  i n  this rf,yard.

Your f:E for tr; iilld in it iat ivec i n  tili?  ticld are, a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  supoortcd  b y
thr? f:;lomic  Hepuhlic  o f  I r a n . In the mean time, I  do r e i t e r a t e  t h a t ,  i n  t h e
at)s~~ncc uf ~f’fectivc  mraoureri  by the U n i t e d  N a t i o n s , 2s t  inucd tolerrlrc(.:  of
extensive ;lnd tragic human lot-j5  45 a  rvoult o f  I r aq i  chemica l  c r ime5  and  non - r e so r t
to thl: leqitimate  r i g h t  o f  r o t a l i a t  i o n  c;lnnot  b e  colloidered  ;IH a pt?rmanont and
unch;lnclc?ahIc  pc,liiy  o n  the p a r t  o f  thr, I.-;!;rrnic  Ropubllc  o f  Iran.

ALI Akbar VELAYATI
Minis ter  of  Foreign Affairs
Tt~e Is lamic Republ ic  of  I ran


