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Letter dated 11 Mav 1987 from the Permanent Representative of
the Islamic Republic of lran to the United Nations addressed
to the Secretary-General

| have the honour to en.:lose herewith 18 video casseties of the British
Broadcasting Corporation’s Panorama programme entitled "Secrets of Samarra", which
hv presenting solid and objective evidence proves hevond a shadow of a doubt the
Iraqi acquired ahilitv to mroduce chemical weapons at its chemical producing plant

at Samarra and its indisputable use of such weapnnw in its war against Iran.

The States Members of the Urited Nations, in general, and the members of the
Socuritv Council, in particular, are reaguested to refer to their own consciences
following a viewing of the Panorama proaramme and to judge for themselves the
abhorrence and indeed the explicit and implicit dangers of the crime of the use of
chemical weapons hv the Iragi régime in its war aqainet the Islamic Republic of
Iran. We are certain that through objective contemplation of this programme, the
viewer will no longer consider silence or feebhle objections on the part of the
international community in the face of the Iraai use of chemical wa: fare as
eufficient. It is hooed that the urgencv of the need for taking immediate and
effective measures to halt the deployment of chemical weapons bv Iraq, regardless
of political considerations, will at last hecome apparent. to the United Nations
Organization.

For those Memher States of this international hody that mav feel seriously
apprehensive about the production, stockpil ing and deplovment of chemical weapons
hv Traq, the video cassettes reveal answers to the following questions:

* Al42/50.

87-11951 2121n (E) n /..




A/42/287
S8/18860
Fnqlish
Page 2

1. When and where did Irag hegin to manufacture chemical weapons?

2. Hlow much and what kinda of chemical weapons does 1rag produce and
stockpile?

3. How doesa | rag purchase chemical agentas and precursors?

4. What tradinqg companies in Western Europe ané the United States have sold
chemical agents and precursors, which have been nsed to manufacture different
kinds of chemical agents, to lraq?

5. What is the impact of the Iraqgi use, manufacture and stockpiling of
chemical weapons nn the authoritv of the 1925 Ceneva Protocol for the
Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous and Other Gases?

6. How manv countries have resumea manufactiring and stockpilina highlv
lethal chemical weapons since lraa deploved them against lranians?

The 18 copies of the video cassette are being forwarded for distribution amonqg
the members of the Security Council) one copy is to remain in the archives of the
Security Council as an intaqral part of this docunent. 1/

While exprcssing genuine reqard for the sincere and conscientious people who
bv producing the programme have exposed such a major crime hv the Iragi Ba'athist
régime, it mav he noted that the enclosed cassettes are for private viewing onlv
and permission mav he required for public broadcasting.

It would be highlv appreciated if this letter were circulated as a document of
the General Assembly, under item 62 of the prelimninarv list, and of the Security
Council.

(Signed) Said RAJAIE~-KHORASSANI
Ambassador
Permanent Representative

Netes
1/ A copv of the video cassette in English was received bv the

Secretary~-General and mav he consulted at the Reference and Bibliography Section of
the Dag Hammarski®#ld Library, room L-211.
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