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Letter dated 21 April 1987 from the Permanent Representative
of the  Is lamic  Republ ic  of I ran  to  the  Uni ted  Nationa

addrersed to the Seer  etary-Gener al

I have the honou: io fo rward  to  you  the  t ex t  o f  t h e  atasement ilreued On
18 Apri l  1987 by the Minis t ry  of  Foreign Affairs  of  the  Is lamic  Republ ic  of Iran
concerning Iraqi use of chemical weapons and their baseless allegation of the we
of such weapons by Iran.

I t  would be highly  apprecia ted i f  th is  le t te r  and ita annex were  circula ted as
a document of the General Assembly, under  i tem 62 of  the  prel iminary l i s t ,  and of
the Security Council.

(jigned  I Said RAJAIE-KHORASSANI
Ambassador

Permanent Representative

* A/4 2/ 50.
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ANNEX

S t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  o n  1 8  A p r i l  1 9 8 7  b y  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n- . - - -
A f f a i r s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n  concerning I r a q i  use
o f  chemica l  weapons  and  t he i r b=eless all-tion o f  u s e  o f

such  weapons  by  I r an

T h e  a g g r e s s o r  regime o f  I r a q , d u r i n g  m o r e  t h a n  s i x  y e a r s  t h a t  h a v e  p a s s e d
s i n c e  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o s e d  w a r , h a s  u n i n t e r r u p t e d l y  v i o l a t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h u m a n i t a r i a n  l a w  i n
d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s , t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  o n e  o f  w h i c h  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e
r e p e a t e d  r e s o r t  t o  chemica l  w a r f a r e  by  t,his c r imina l  war  monge r  reqime. Such Iraqi
v i o l a t i o n s  h a v e ,  e v e r y  t i m e , b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  w o r l d  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n
a n d  r e l e v a n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  b y  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n  a n d  t h e y
h a v e  l e d  t o  s t a t e m e n t s  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a n d  t h e
S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l ,  wh ich  con f i rmed  the  u se  o f  chemica l  weapons  by  I r aq  and  condemned
s u c h  a c t s .

T h e  r&qin,e o f  I r a q ,  d i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r u l e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w ,  h a s  a q a i n
1 a s t l y  d e p l o y e d  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  c h e m i c a l  w e a p o n s  o n  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  1 0  a n d
11  Apr i l  1987 .

T h e  r e p e a t e d  r e s o r t  t o  s u c h  c r i m e s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a g g r e s s o r  I r a q i
rdqime is not prepared , unde r  any  c i r cums tances , t o  r e s p e c t  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  t h e
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  1 9 2 5  G e n e v a  P r o t o c o l  f o r  t h e
P r o h i b i t i o n  o f  t h e  U s e  i n  W a r  o f  A s p h y x i a t i n g ,  P o i s o n o u s  a n d  O t h e r  G a s e s . The
Irdqi r e p e a t e d  r e s o r t  t o  s u c h  a n t i - h u m a n  w e a p o n s  i n  i t s  i m p o s e d  w a r  a g a i n s t  t h e
I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n  f u r t h e r  p r o v e s  t h e  acjqresaive a n d  l a w l e s s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e
I r a q i  r d q i m e  a n d  a l s o  i t s  d e s p e r a t i o n . I r a q ’ s  u s e  o f  c h e m i c a l  w e a p o n s  a t  t h i s
j u n c t u r e  w h e n  t h e  d r a f t  o f  a  n e w  c o n v e n t i o n  o n  c h e m i c a l  w e a p o n s  i s  i n  t h e  f i n a l
s t a g e s  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  i s  a  m o v e  w h i c h  i r r e p a r a b l y  w e a k e n s  t h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  effort.

I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  b a s e l e s s  a l l e g a t i o n  o f  I r a q  a s  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  c h e m i c a l
w e a p o n s  b y  I r a n , t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n ,  w h i l e
c a t e g o r i c a l l y  d e n y i n g  s u c h  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  w i s h e s  t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  f i r s t
t i m e  t h a t  t h e  I r a q i  r d q i m e , i n  o r d e r  t o  l e s s e n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r e s s u r e  a g a i n s t
i t s  w a r  c r i m e s ,  h a s  r e s o r t e d  t o  s u c h  propaqa,idist  l i e s . I r a q  h a d  m a d e  a  s i m i l a r
c l a i m  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  2 1  M a r c h  1 9 8 6  b y  t h e  S e c u r i t y  Counc i l  i n  wh ich  the
use of  chemical  weapons by Iraq was condemned. T h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  hations
t e a m  o f  e x p e r t s  d a t e d  1 2  M a r c h  1 9 8 6  c o n t a i n e d  i n  d o c u m e n t  S/17rll, con f i rming  the
u s e  o f  c h e m i c a l  w e a p o n s  h y  I r a q  n o t  o n l y  a g a i n s t  I r a n i a n  f o r c e s  h u t  a l s o  a g a i n s t
I r a q i  f o r c e s  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  I r a q i  r e g i m e  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  e x p o s e  i t s  o w n  f o r c c n
:o c h e m i c a l  w e a p o n s  o n l y  t o  p r o d u c e  u n f o u n d e d  a l l e g a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  I s l a m i c
R e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n .

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  Repuh!ic o f  I r a n  h e r e b y  c a l l s
u p o n  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  l i v e  u p  t o  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  t o
t a k e  u r g e n t  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  in o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  the c o n t i n u a t i o n  OF
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ant i -human orimer  by the Iraqi  rdgime. Member8  of the international  oommunity,
erpeoially the member8  of the Seourity Council, may be reminded that the preventiofi
of war orimer irk goner al and the we of chemical weapons in particular ir an
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  rerpowsibility and  thrrt t.he S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  ir o b l i g a t e d  t o  take
more praotical  rtapu in thie oonnection.
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