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FPOVISIONAL AGENDA COF THE FOURTEENTE REGULAR SESSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: ITEM PROPCSED BY IRELAND

TEE PREVENTION COF THE WIDER DISSEMINATION
OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Letter dated 15 June 1959 from the Permanent Representative of Treland
to the United Nations, addressed tc the Secretary-General

On instructions from the Government of Ireland, I have the honour to request
the inclusion of the following item on the provisional agenda of the fourteenth

regular gesgion of the General Assembly:

""The prevention of the wider dissemination of
. nuclear weagong'.

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, I enclose an explanatory

memorandum on this guestion,

(8igned) F.H. BOLAND
Permanent Representative cof Irelard
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EXFLANATORY #EMORANLUM

In the course of the thirteen sessicn of the General Assembly, the Irish
delegaticn drew attenticn to the dangers tc world peace involved in the spread of
nuclear weapons and to the urgent need for an international agreement which would
ensure thai the present nuclear Fowers would remain the sole posgsessors of such
wegpong. During the genersl dekate in the Assembly, the Chairman of the Irish
delegation, Mr. Frank Aiken, Minister for External Affairs, proposed that the
present nuclear Powers should undertake not to supply nuclear weapens to any other
country, and that the Assembly should then adeopt a resclution calling on all other
States to refrain from manufacturing or acguiring such weapons. This resclution
could be followed by a conventicn in which these 3tates would bind themselves not
merely to rencunce nuclear weapons, but to accept United Naticons supervisicn of
their nuclear development for peaceful purposes. It was recognized that special
arrangements would have to be rade tc secure the adherence of non-Member States to
the propeosed convention,

The Chairman of the Irish delegaticn subksequently submitted a draft
resolutioni/ on this subject during the debate in the First Committee on disarmament

questions. The text of the draft resolution was as follows:

"The General Asgembly,

"L, Recognizing that the aim of the United Nations in the field of
disarmament 1s an effective general agreement ci the prchibition of atemile,
hydrogen and other weapons of mass destruction which will provide for the
cessation of the production of such weapcns, the destructicn cof existing
stocks and the progressive limitation of conventicaal axmaments,

"2, Recognizing further that the danger now exists that an increase in
the number of States possessing nuclear weapons may occur aggravating
internatiocnal tension and the difficulty of maintaining world peace and thus
rendering mere difficult the attainment of the general disarmament agreement
envisaged in paragraph 1,

"3, Decides to establish an ad hoc Committee to study the dangers
inherent in the further dissemination of nuclear weapons, and recommend to the
fourteenth session of the General Assembly appropriate measures for averting

these dangers, "
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In introducing this draft resolution tc the First Ccmmittee, Mr. Aiken
explained that it was concelved as a step towards the regtriction of nuclear
weapong, leading eventually teo thelr abeolition. He also pointed out that the
existing nuclear stalemate would cease tc apply once nuclear weapons begin to come
into the possession of smaller countries. INothing except international measures
to prevent the dissemination of such weapons could prevent them from coming
ultimately into the possesgsion of small States or even of reveluticunary
organizetions. The use of nuclear weapons by a small State or revoluticnary group
cculd lead to the outbreak of a general war with disastrous consequences for the
future of mankind., In this connexion, the Chairman of the Irish delegation
expressed the view that measures to prevent the wider dissemination of nuclear
weapons ccould not awalt a comprehensive disarmesment settlement, since many years
may have to elapse before any such settliement could be achieved, Indeed; the
failure to check the dissemination of nuclear weapons dupring the long pericd cof
general Gisarmament negotiations might in itself render these negotiations fruitless.

At the conclusion of the debate on the disarmement resolutions before the
First Committee, the Irish representative asked for a separate roll-call vote on
paragraph 2 cof the Irish draft resolution, i.,e. the peragraph which would have the
General Assembly recognize the dangers inherent in the further dissemination of
nuclear weapcns. The result of the vote was 37 to ncne, with bl abstentions. The
representative of Ireland expressed his satisfaction that no negative votes were
cast against the paragraph and that the recognition of the danger of the wider
distribution cf nuclear weapons was unopposed, Mr. Alken subseguently withdrew the
draft resoluticn &s 2 whole, indicating that he did not wish to insist on any
particular method of dealing with the generally acknowledged danger, but expressing
the hope that the reconstituted Disarmament Commission would deal with 1t as one
of its first items. He realized that mcst Covernments had not had sufficient time
to study the matter fully since the introduction of the Irish draft wesolutioun.

Ir the light of the recognition of the dangers invelved in the wider
distribution of nuciear weapons impliied in the vote of the First Committee at the
thirteenth session of the General Assembly, and cof subseguent developments, the
Irish Government believes that it will be the wish of the Jeneral Assembly to give

further consideration to this important and urgent question at its fourteenth
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session in the hope that effective and generally acceptable means of dealing with
it may be found. To this end, Ireland requests that the item entitled "The
prevention of the wider dissemination of nuclear weapons” be placed upon the
provisional agenda of the fourteenth session of the General Assembly and will

submit a draft resolutlion to the Assembly for its consideraticn in due course.





