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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PEACE

REDUCTION OF MILITARY BUDGETS

GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMENT

REVIEW AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONCLUDING DOCUMENT OF
THE TWELFTH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS AND DECISIONS
ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS TENTH SPECIAL SESSION

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

REVIEW OF THE 1YPLEMENTATION  OF THE DECLARATION
ON THE STRENGTHENING OF INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

Letter dated 29 November 1986 from the Permanent Representative of
Romania to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to communicate to you herewith the results of the
23 November 1986 referendum on the 5 per cent reduction by the Socialist  Republic
of Romania of its weaponry troop strength and military spending.

I  should be  grateful  i f  you would arrange for  th is  communicat ion to be
dis t r ibuted as  an off ic ia l  document  of  the  General  Assemhly,  under  agenda i tems 21,
58, 60,  61,  62,  65,  and 68 .

(Signed) Teodor MARINESCU
Ambassador

Permanent Representative
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ANNEX

Results of the 23 November 1986 referendum on the 5 per cent reduction
tithe Social ist  Republ ic  of  Romania  of  i t s  weaponry,  t roop s t rength

and military spending

1. Consistent with its policy of peace, Romania, and its President
Nicolae Ceausescu, recent ly  addressed an appeal  to  the  European Sta tes ,  the  United
States of  America  and Canada to  take s teps  to  uni la teral ly  reduce their  weaponry,
t r o o p  s t r e n g t h  a n d  m i l i t a r y  s p e n d i n g  b y  a t  l e a s t  5  p e r  c e n t ,  s t a t i n g  i t s  c o n v i c t i o n
that such a reduction would in no way endanger their defence capability but might,
on the contrary, open the way :.o genuine disarmament negotiations.

2. Convinced of the necessity and the realism of such a step aimed at moving
ahead  f rom dec l a r a t i ons  t o  e f f ec t i ve  ac t i on  t o  so lve  t he  p rob l ems  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l
l i fe  construct ively, the Social ist  Republ ic  of  Romania  declared i t se l f  ready to
un i l a t e r a l l y  r educe  i t s  weaponry , t roop s t rength  and mil i tary  spending by
5 per  cent this very year, thereby demonstra t ing i ts  f i rm desire  for  peace and at
the same t ime setting an example to other countries. To th is  end,  i t  was  dec ided
that the entire people should be consulted through a referendum.

3. P u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Republic  o f
Romania and of Decree No. 360/1986 of the Council of State, the referendum on the
5 per cent reduction by the Sccialist  Republic of Romania of its weaponry, troop
strength and military spending took place on 23 November 1986.

4. Fo r  the  r e f e r endum,  16,703,845 c i t i z e n s  e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d ,  o f
whom 16,703,621,  or  99.99 per  cent ,  ac tual ly  par t ic ipated. T h e  v o t i n g  l i s t s  a l s o
included 1,577,357  young people aged between 14 and 18 years, of whom 1,577,35Z,  or
v i r t u a l l y  1 0 0  p e r  c e n t , expressed the i r  opinion through the  referendum.

5. The resul ts  of  the  referendum show that  16,073,621  c i t izens ,  or  100 per  cent
o f  t h o s e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  v o t e d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  5  p e r  c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  in weaponry,
t roop s t rength  and mil i tary  spending, while 1,577,353  young people aged between 14
and 18 years, representing 100 per cent of the total number of young people
consul ted  in  the referendum, a lso voted in  favour .

6. As a  resul t  of  the  implementat ion of  t’ ,L decis ion to  reduce the  weaponry,
t roop s t rength  and mil i tary  spending of  the  Socia l is t  Republ ic  of  Romania ,  the
number  of  i t s  armed forces  wi l l  be  reduced by approximately  10,000 off icers ,  pet ty
o f f i c e r s , non-commiss ioned off icers  and soldiers . Weaponry will be reduced by
approximately 250 tanks and other armoured vehicles, 130 guns and mine throwers,
and 26 combat  a i rcraf t  and hel icopters . T o t a l  m i l i t a r y  s p e n d i n g ,  a t  i t s  1 9 8 7
l e v e l ,  w i l l  b e  reduced b y  ahbut  1 , 3 5 0  m i l l i o n  l e i .

7. The human and f inancia l  resources  thus  re leased wi l l  he  used for  the  country’s
economic and social development programmes. Similar ly ,  cer ta in  means of  combat
made avai lable  as  a  resul t  of  these  reduct ions  wi l l  be  used in  the  economy. Thus,
tanks ,  appropr ia te ly  equipped, wil l  he  used to  carry  out  i r r igat ion programmes and
programmes for  improving agr icul tural  land.
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a. The resul ts  of  the  referendum demonstra ted  the  fu l l  suppor t  of  the ent i re
people for the policy of disarmament and peace pursued consistently by Romania and
thei r  f i rm determinat ion to  commit themselves  wholehear tedly  to  the  s t ruggle  to
halt the arms race, move on to specific pra!tical disarmament measures and build a
world of peace , understanding and co-operation among all nations.
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