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Letter dated 21 November 1986 from the Permanent Representative of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the United Nations

addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit the text of an appeal by the Supreme Soviet of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the parliaments and peoples of the world.

I should be qrateful if you would have this text distrib:Yted  as an official
document of the General Assembly under agenda items 2i, 47, 54, 55, 59, 60, 62
and 68,

A. BELONOGOV

86-31988 21351 (E) / . . .
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ANNEX

Appeal by the Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist
RePUbliCEi  to  the  par l iaments  and p-plea  of  the  world

The Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist  Republics, reCOqniZinq
t h a t  t h e  i n s e p a r a b l e  historic  de s t i n i e s  o f  a l l  countrier  a n d  p e o p l e s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f
t h e  n u c l e a r  t h r e a t  d i c t a t e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  j o i n t  a c t i o n  to  a v e r t  t h a t  t h r ea t ,  d eems  i t
nsceeeary  to  appeal  to  a l l  the  world’s  par l iaments  and peoples .

The Soviet-American summit meetinq in Reykjavik narked  a qualitatively new
etaqe in the clmpaiqn  for a world without nuclser  weapons. We now know that we can
r id  ourselven  of  nuclear  weapons  dur inq th is  genera t ion.

This  i s  precise ly  the  qoal  of  the  bold ,  yet  ent i re ly  feasible, proqramme put
forward by our COUntrY.

The Soviet Union proposes that the etrateqic offensive weapons of the USSR and
the United States of America ahould be reduced by 50 per cent Over a period of five
years . Over  t he  fo l lowinq  f ive  yea r s ,  i . e .  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 9 6 ,  t h e  partiee’
remaininq weapons  in  th is  cateqory should  a l l  be  e l iminated .

We Propose the complete abolit ion of Soviet and United Stat?s medium-ranqe
miss i les  in  Europe, and radical  cuts  in  the  number  of  miss i les  of  th is  type in Asia.

We propose that the USSR and the United States should each undertake not,  for
10 years ,  to  exerc ise  thei r  r iqht  to  wit.hdraw  f rom the  open-ended 1972 Treaty  on
the  Limita t ion of  Ant i -Bal l i s t ic  Miss i le  Systems, and  shou ld  ab ide  s t r i c t l y  by  a l l
it8 Pro!risians. We are aqainet SD1 an1 for a stronqer ABM Treaty.

Na propose, finally, thdt  the USSR and the United State,‘ should immediately
beqin neqot ia t ions  on the  complete  cessa t ion  of  nuclear  tes ts .

uJe t ake  i t  fo r  qranted tha t  a l l  t he  r ad i ca l  nuclear  d i sa rmamen t  measu re s
p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  S o v i e t  Union w i l l  h a v e  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  render  t he  ve ry  s t r i c t e s t
internationi81  .=+nc!  nthsr  c o n t r o l , includinq  o n - s i t e  inspection.

The radical  measures  l i s ted  above are  one peckaqe. A packaqe balances
intereuts and concessions, balances  the  re l ief  of  mutual  concerns ,  balances
i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  s e c u r i t y  i n t e r e s t s ,

Reykjavik did not only enqender hopes. I t  a l s o  i l l u m i n a t e d  t h e  o b s t a c l e s
alonq the  way to  a  nuclear-f ree  world . The  impress ion  qained by a siynificant part
of  the  wor ld  publ ic , namely that  American plans for  “Star WarE”, the  so-cal led  SDI
proqramme, have become the iilailr  obstacle to aqreement on the ?il\‘?ltion  of nuclear
w e a p o n s ,  i s  a  Gorrect o n e , Thin was completely borne out durinq the Reykjavik
meet inq . The SD1 proqramme is an .ttempt  t o  a t t a i n  a  posit+ *n o f  m i l i t a r y
supremacy , to  f ind the  means of  wayinq nuclear  war with  the  expect;t.ion of  winninq.
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past experience ehows tt st the USSR hau always found a suitable reeponae to
threat6 to  i t s  eecurity. That will  continue to be true. The Soviet Union ha6 the
requisite  intelleCtUa1, s c i en t i f i c  and  technoloqicai  p o t e n t i a l .

But the Supreme Soviet of the USSR realizes that the oreation of space
weapons1 shiftinq the arms race into an extremely costly and highly dangerous area,
will  deprive politicians of any control over the courtae of events. A technical
oversight, a mistake or a computer malfunction may cause an irreversible disaster*

Instead of  tl space arms race, the Soviet Union is off erinq a real
al ternat  iver the peaceful conquest of space based on co-operation between all
States so that all may benefit and blossom.

At this extraordinarily siqnificant,  perhaps decisive moment in human history,
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR appeals to all parliaments and peoples to press for
an active turn to  the  construct ion  of  a  nuclear- f ree  world  and the  es tabl ishment  of
equal t d e p e n d a b l e  s e c u r i t y  fo r  a l l  S t a t e s .

This matter must take precedence of any quarrels or ideoloqical  differences
between States.

The door  to  a  nuclear - f ree  future , having opened a l i t t l e  in  Reykjav ik ,  must
not be allowed to Slam.

The Supreme Soviet of the USSR solemnly reaffirms that. the USS2 is not
withdrawirrq  a  s i n g l e  o n e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  p u t  fo rward  in  Reykjsvik  fo r  t he
abol i t ion of  a l l  nuclear  weapons , The Soviet delegation to the Gent va talks has
b e e n  q i v e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  b e  quided  b y  t h o s e  p r o p o s a l s  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y .

The Supreme Soviet of the USSR reaffirms that the unilateral moratorium on all
nuclear  tes ts  declared by the  Sovie t  Union over  15  months aqo i s  s t i l l  in  ef fect .
The United States still has t ime, before 1 January 1.987, to listen at last to the
vo ice  o f  reaso:: and the demands of hundreds of millions of people the world over,
and end i ts  nuclear  tes t inq . In  t ha t  e v e n t , the USSR will not resume nuclear
t e s t i n q . A major step would thus be taken towards nuclear disarmament=

As before, we favour a ban on chemical weapons and the eradication of all such
weapons in store. We favour strict  compliance with the convention on the
prohibi t ion  of  b io logica l  weapons . We favour  substant ia l  reduct ions  in
conventional armaments in Europe, o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e q u a l  secu r i ty  fo r  all
p a r t i e s . The speci f ic , SWeePinq  p r o p o s a l s  b y  t h e  S o v i e t  Ilnion a n d  t h e  o t h e r  S t a t e s
parties to the Warsaw Treaty on all these matters hold qood, and we await a
response from the NATO countries,

The Supreme Soviet of the USSR is convinced: a l l  S t a t e s  have  a  p l a c e  i n  t h e
overal l  process of riddinq  mankind of  i t s  nuclear  burden. When the Salvation of
civilization  i s  a t  s t a k e , there  are  no larqe  or  smal l  countr ies  or  peoples . The
m a t t e r  a f f e c t : -  them  a l l  a n d  m u s t  b e  t h e  concern of  all.
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The  t ime has came when everyone muat declare  h is  pos i t ion ,  q iven the  r i sk  tnat
outer  space  wi l l  become an arena for  mil i tary r ivalry. No Government , no
par l iament  can escape responsibi l i ty , for  the  exis tence  of  a l l  countr ies ,  it3 own
c o u n t r y  a n d  p e o p l e  IncluCed,  i s  a t  i s sue . There can, there  must  be  no neutra l
p a r t i e s .

Our  appeal  to  you is  a lso  an appeal  f rom the  ent i re  Sovie t  people . Time will
n o t  w a i t . I t  demand8 act ion .

-m--m


