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Addendum

At  t h e  reauent  of  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  Mission  of  Auetralia t o  t h e  U n i t e d  Natione,
itR nota verhala, da t ed  30  Apr i l  1986 ,  t o  t he  Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l  io hsinq isnued  in
ita entirety a8 an addendum to A/41/688.

.l’he S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ’ s  ncrtefl  [ o f  1 0  Fehruaty 19861 w e r e  ieeued  putAuant
to  General  Awsemhly  resolu t ions  40/l% A and B. In this reqard,  t h e  P e r m a n e n t
ReFGQRCntAtive  of AuAtraliA has the honour to recall thet, hefaee  the votinq
on these  resolutiona  in  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee  a t  the  fortl:at!i sei%Iion,  he! made A
RtAtament o n  beha l f  o f  t he  An ta rc t i c  T rea ty  Consu l t a t i ve  Partiee, lJ T h e
Rtaternant n o t e d  that t h e  insiatencs  o f  mm d e l e g a t i o n s  i n  p u t t i n g  d i v i s i v e
refJOlUtiona  to A  vote had occasioned decisions by mOAt of the Treaty Partim
t o  t a k e  t h e  u n u s u a l  Rtep o f  no t  participatinq  i n  t h e  v o t i n g . The statement
(free  A/C.1/40/PV.55)  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  t h e  followinq  al,gervetions;

“It is A  m a t t e r  o f  g r e a t  r e g r e t  t o  membt?ra  o f  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y  t h a t
t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  consaneua dec i s ion -mak ing , which  haa heen fal lowed since
t h e  ausstion o f  An ta rc t i ca  WBR  f i r s t  i n s c r i b e d  o n  t h e  agerda of  t he
United Nations, A t  the thirty-eiqhth  ReFlaion, ha8 t h i s  y e a r  f o r  t h e  first
t i m e  hean broken. The  AntArctiC Treaty ConAultative  PartleA have been
ftrm in  the i r  determinetion  to  proceed by conffenAua  And hAVe negot ia ted
earneatly toward8  that end with MAlAysia And some other delegAtionFI.
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‘I
. . . t h e  Consultative  P a r t i e s  r e g r e t  that t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  the

draf t  resolut ions  were  not  praparod  in  the  end to  abide by  the  consensus
traditions that, have been established in the handliny  of tnin  item in
previous yeace. The  Consu l t a t i ve  Pa r t i e s  a r e  f i r m l y  o f  t h e  v i e w  t h a t
Consensus  o f f e r s  t h a  o n l y  r e a l i s t i c  basis f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  A n t a r c t i c a
b y  t h e  Genrlral  Asuembly. A c c e r d i n q l y , they wi l l  ho  compel led to
r e c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  f u r t h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  item
unless consenaua  can he res tored.”

Consis tent  with  th is  sta tement , the  Antarct ic  Treaty  Consul  ta t ivn Par t ies
remain of the view that cnnsideration  of Antarctica in the United Nations
should  and c a n  r ea l i s t i ca l ly  prticeod  o n l y  o n  t h e  hauis o f  c o n s e n s u s . They are
t h e r e f o r e  n o t  .esponding  t o  r e s o l u t i o n s  40/156  A and R, i n  the?  a d o p t i o n  o f
which t h e y  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e . They remain wil l iny to  provide  in format ion
about Antarctica to the iniernational  community, a s  t h e y  irave emphasised  i n
thei r  responses  to  previous  General  Assembly resolut ions on th is  i tem,  which
were adopted by consensus.

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l ’ s  no t e  issued purRb,lnt  to resolution
38/77,  the  Antarct ic  Treaty  par t ies  provided a  very considerable  volume of
in fo rma t ion  a b o u t  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  Treaty s y s t e m  a n d  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  in
Anta rc t i ca . Some af this information was included in part two of the
auhseauont  report  of  the  Secretary-General  (A/39/583),  which announced a lso
that the voluminous annexes, containing additional mater ial provided by the
p a r t i e s , were aveilahlo foe consultation upon request to tfrf> Secretary-General,

In making that  informat ion avai lable , t he  An ta r c t i c  Trr,.lty pa r t i e s
proceeded f rom the  convic t ian  tha t  the Antarctic Treaty system has  fur thered
the  purposes  and pr incip les  of  the  Uni ted  Nations  Char ter . I t  hoe preserved
peace and harmony in  the  Antarct ic  region1 has entablished  Antarct ica  as an
effect ive,  functionl.nq  nuclear-weapons-free  zonet has  excluded Antarct ica  f rom
the  arms race by prohihi t inq any measures  of  a  mil i tary nature)  and has
e n a b l e d  i m p o r t a n t  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  a n d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  t o  t a k e  p lace  i n  a
manner which has heneflted all. mankind. In addit:  ion, i t  p r o t e c t s  t h e  n a t u r a l
environment of Antarctica) provides for a comprehensive system of on-site
inspection by observera  to promote the ohjectiven  and to enBurr+  compliance
w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Trea ty )  has ave r t ed  i n t e rna t i ona l  s t r i f e  an(l
Confl ic t  over  Antarc t ica ,  and has  promoted act ive  sc ient i f ic  co-operat ion wi th
in ternat ional  oryanizations,  par t icular ly  with  WMO, ITU, IOC and the
Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR). The Antarct ic  Treaty  is
open to accession by any Member State oE the United Nations, as are the other
inst ruments  already included with in  the  Antarct ic  Treaty system.  All  Treaty
P a r t i e s  a r c  able t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y  meetinq.cc. Mor cover , the
C o n s u l t a t i v e  Par t i e s  have  r ea f f i rmed  t h a t  t h e  Anta rc t i c  mineraln  r8qimP wo111d
b e  o p e n  t o  a l l  S t a t e s , w i t h  a l l  e n t i t l e d  t o  undlartake  minerals  resourcc~
a c t i v i t i e s  p u r s u a n t  t o  i t .

Based on these  cons idera t ions ,  the  responses; of the  Antarc t ic  Treaty
par t ies  concluded tha t  the  opera t ion  of  the  Antarctic Treaty  system s ince  1959
had  demons t r a t ed  t ha t  t he  T rea ty  was  ii suc~cessft~l,  p r ac t i ca l  and E‘lexihlP
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i n s t r u m e n t  w h i c h  n a s  served i m p o r t a n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  T h e s e
LOnClUSions  were acknowledged in  the repor t  af the Secretary -Genera l
( A / 3 9 / 5 8 3 ) .

SitWe P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Secretary-Ganaral’s  r epo r t ,  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  T r e a t y
par t ies  have shown a  cont inuing wi l l ingness to  pravide informat ion ahout
Antarct ica  and the  operat ion of  the  Antarct ic  Treaty  system. In 1985, during
debate at the fortieth sessian of the General Assamhly, the Treaty Parties
provided fu r the r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o n g o i n g
n e g o t i a t i o n s  tin a n  A n t a r c t i c  mine ra l s  riqime!.

In r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  interent  i n  A n t a r c t i c a ,  t h e
Anta rc t i c  Trer,ty  C o n s u l t a t i v e  P a r t i e s  d e c i d e d  at t h e  T w e l f t h  Cnnsultativs
Meeting  to forward to the Secretary-Genera ? copies of the f inel  rencr ts of
the i r  regular  Consul ta t ive  Meet ings, The most  recent  repor t ,  an tb
Thirteenth Consultative Meeting in Brussels in October 1985, was forwarded to
the  Secretary-General  in  November  1985 (A/C.1/40/12).  At the  Twelf th  and
T h i r t e e n t h  C o n s u l t a t i v e  Meeting6  t h e  Cansultative  Pa r t i e s  a l so  took fu r t he r
d e c i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o : t h e  eetahlishment  o f  Na t i ona l  Con tac t  Po in t s  to
diaaeminate  Consul ta t ive  tieetinq  Repor ts , the Antarctic Treaty Handbook and
annual exchanges af information, as well a8 to provide up-to-date information
o n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  d e p o s i t o r i e s  of  da ta  and  in fo rma t ion  sourcea r e l a t i n g  t o
Antarct ica1 the  publ ic  re lease  of documents  f ram ear l ier  Consul ta t ive
Meetings? and procedures to enable relevant matters of scientific or technical
in terest  to  he  drawn to  the  a t tent ion of  Uni ted  Nat ions specialized  agencies
or other  in ternat ional  organisat ions .

In summary, t h e  Anta rc t i c  T rea ty  C o n s u l t a t i v e  Par t i e s  a re  f i rmly  o f  t h e
v iew that  the  Antarcttc  Treaty system works in  the in teres ts  nf a l l  mankind
and fur thers  the  pr incip les  of  the  Uni ted  Nations  Charter , They havrs  shown
t h e i r  r e a d i n e s s  to  r e s p o n d  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  intsrnationnZ  interaRt
in Antarct ica  and remain of the  v iew that  consensus offers  the  only real is t ic
basis for consideration of Antarctica in the United Nations.

Notes--.

Y Arqentina,  Aus t r a l i a ,  Be lq ium,  Brazil, C h i l e ,  C h i n a ,  France ,
Germany, Federal Republic of, India, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, South
Africa, Uruguay, Union of Soviet  Socialist Rapuhlics,  United Kingdom of Great
Bri ta in  and Northern I re land and United States  of  America .


