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T. TNTRODUCTION

1. The General Aesembly,  by itr resolution 39/148  H of 17 December 1984, approved
the statute of the IJnited  Nations Inrtitute for Diasrmament Research (VJNIDIR),  the
text  o f  which was annexed to the  resolution.

2. Under the provieionlr  of the atstute ,  UNIDIR  ir an sutonomoue in6titUtion
within the framework of the United NatConr,  eatabltahed  by the General Assembly for
the purpose of undcrtakinq independent research on disarmament and related
pcobleme,  particularly international security ieeu4a,  and working  in  c lose
relationship with the Department for Disarmament Aftsire.

3. The  statute provides that the Tnstitut4 shall work on the baeie  of the
provisions of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Seaeion  of the General
Assembly, the first special aeasion devoted to disarmament (General Assembly
resolution S-10/2), and it ah411 aim at8

(a) Providing  the international community with more diversified and complete
data on problems relstinq to international security, the armaments race and
disarmament in al l  fielde, particularly in the nuclear f ie ld ,  so  as to  facilitate
proqrees, through  negotiationa, toward4 greater security for all Statea  and towards
the economic and eocisl  development of all peoplea,

1 Promotina informed participation by all Stateft in disarmament efforts1

(cl Assistinq onooi*$l  ncqotiations o n  dioarmament a n d  continuina effort8 t o
ensure greater international security at a proqressively  lower level of armamentR,
particularly nuclear armaments, by means of objective and factual etudies  and
analyses;

(d)  Carrying out more in-depth, forward-lookina and lonq-term  research on
disarmament, no as  to  provide a  qencral  insiqht to  the pr lhlemt? involved, and
Rtimulatina new initiatives for  new negotiations.

4. Further , the Rtatutc  s t ipulates  that the Tnatitute shall  take into account the
relevant recommendations of the General Assembly and ahell be oraanized  in such a
manner an to ensure part icipation on an  eauitahle  po l i t i ca l  and aeographical  bas is .

5. The presenk repor t  ie aubmitted to the General  Assembly  in pursuance of
paragraph 6 of Aesembly resolution 39/148  H, by which the Assembly invited the
Director  to report  annually to the Assembly on the activit ies carried out hy the
Insti tute.  IJ This repor t  relaten  to  the  ac t ivi t ies  carried  out by the Insti tute
during  the period from September 1985 to September 1006. It h,ls been prepared by
the Deputy Director  of  UNKDTR  in the  abeence o f  t h e  Director ,  Mr.  Liviu Beta,  who
has been unable to wrform  hi6 dutiea in a normal manner since the beainnino  of
1986.

6 . An account of the activities of the Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on
Disarmament Studies, functionins in i t s  capaci ty  as B o a r d  o f  Trustees of  UNTDIR,  is
contained in the report of the Secretary-Genera] (A/41/666).

/ . . .
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I I . ORGANIZATTON AND METHODS OF WORK

7. UNIDIR har  a very small  staff ,  which, at  preaent,  i n  addit ion to t h e  Director,
COnBiCItfi  of a Deputy Director and two General Service staff. T h e  Tnntituta r e l i e s
heavily o n  project-re la ted short- term contracts  to  implement  i ts  resea rch
proqramme. This system of recruitment, which is qeared to the research prwramme
and designed on a project  baeipr, permita  recourse  to  and utilization o f  reputable
expert ise  avai lab le  both inaide and outside the United Nations ryatem. This method
has alao  contributed to the efforta of UNIDIR to expand its relations and contacts
with other inrtitutes and individual experts f r o m  a l l  over  t h e  w o r l d . F u l l  ulle  ia
being  made of existing United Nations rervicee.

8. Within the approved research programme, the Tnatitute hires the services of,
or develops co-operation with, individual experts or research  organisations for the
implementat ion of the programme. It approaches those whom it  considers aualifie.4
to be engaged in the respective rerearch  projects, determines the framework of the
research and subsequently reviews i t  i n  view of its finalization by the author,  i ts
pub1  ication and dissemination. wSteer  inq croups” composed of persons known for
their  expert ise  and experience are establ ished to assis t  i n  carrying o u t  m a j o r
studies IJO  t h a t  a  multidisciplina3 approach and various schoola  of thought can be
taken into account .

9. In the preface of  each UWIDIR publicat ion the procedure fol lowed i n  t h e
elaboration and finalisation of the s tudy is  s ta ted to  make i t  understood that ,
al though conducted within the research programme o f  U N I D I R  and on its initiative,
t h e  content of the etudy is the responsibili ty o f  t h e  author . Nevertht less,
without taking a position o n  t h e  views expressed b y  t h e  a u t h o r s  of its atudiea.
UNIDIR aseumea  responsibility for determining w h e t h e r  a study merits  publication
and dissemination,

10. Voluntary contributions from States and public and private organizations form
t h e  principal financina  of t h e  Insti tute’s activit ies. A slrbvent  itrn towards
meetinq the costs  of  the Director and the staff  of  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  m a y  b e  provided
from the regular budget of the United Nations, in conformity with tne provisions of
the Inst i tute’s  s tatute.

11. Durino the period under review t h e  followina countries and institution8 have
made contributions to the Institute’s Trust Fund: Franc@, Norway, Switzerland, the
Union o f  Soviet  S o c i a l i s t  Republics, the Barrow and Cadbury Trust Fund (United
Kirrqdom  o f  Great  Bri tain and Northern Ireland) and Inera Industr ies  Corporat ion
(Panama) . Contributions have also been received from Australia and Canada  and hc?ld
in account for use in connection with the 1987 proaramme of work and budqet.
UNIDIR avails itself of this opportunity to express its aratitude for their
generous contributions.

/ . . .
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1x1. CDMPLETED  PROJECTS

12. During the period under revieu,  only a Cow  projects wore completed. H9wover  ,
a eubetantial number of projects listed under ncurrrnt ectivitiee”  (perae.  24-54
below) are nearing Isompletion  and are to be publiehed in the comin9  months.

A. China’s concept of l ecurity

13. This monograph produced by Song Yimin, Senior Researcher of the fnetituta of
International Studier of Beijing, gives an up-to-date view of China’s policy in the
field of security.

14. The baeic concept of security se it ie analysed in Chinese political thought
end the Chinese perception of its own security environment are rtudied.

15. The monograph givea  an account of the measures taken by Chine in the economic
end military field to maintain a n d  atrenqthen  i ts security.

16. The position of China on the question of dinarmament and the Chinese attitude
towards the main international agreements in that field are described.

17. In its condensed form this monograph is one of the most useful on the subject
in existing 1 iterature.

B. Prevention of the arms race  in outer space (legal study)

18. This monograph, prepared by V. S. Vereshchetin, Deputy Director of the
Institute of State and Law of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR and
Vice-President  of  the  International Institute of  Space  Law,  i s  per t  of  a
multidimensional project of  UBIDIR  on disarmament quest ions related to outer
qaace. The author presents,  in the l ight of  current discussions on the subject,  an
outlook of the rules pertaining to military activities in outer space. The study
desc r i b e s  general principles of international law limiting the utilization of outer
space for military purposes, specific prohibitions and limitation of the military
uses of outer spaceI and the ifferences in the interpretation of certain
p r o v i s i o n s  of international law. This is an important contribution to the
international debate on the question.

C. Conference on Security and Prospects for Disarmament in Europe

19. Co-sponsored by UNKDIR and the Tnstitut frarqais  d?s  relations
internat ionales, this Conference met on 16 and 17 December 1985  to permit a wide
exchange  of views between participants from the academic community, diplomats and
Government officials. I ts  purpose was to review the si tuation in Europe in the
f i e l d  of security and disarmament after the summit meeting, which took place in
Geneva from 19 to 21 November 1985.

20. The Conference was attended by a large numbe? of hiah-level participants,
including Mr. Edouard Brunner, State Secretaiy, Federal Department of Foreign
A f f a i r s ,  Berner  Mr.  Richard Per le , Assistant Secretary of Defcnse for

/ . . .
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Internat  ional S e c u r i t y  Policy,  Washington,  D . C .  I Mr. Lev Tolkunov, Chairman of the
Soviet of the Union of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, President of the Soviet
Committee for European Security and Co-operation, Moscow)  Mr. Miljan Komatina,
Secretary-General of the Conference on Dirarmsment and Personal Representative of
the Secretary-General of the United Nationat  and Mrs.  Iaabelle Renouard, Deputy
Director of Polit ical Affairs,  M i n i s t r y  of External R e l a t i o n s ,  Parin.

21. The programme of the Conference wad  am  followaa

( a )  F i r s t  meetinqt Aaaeaament of tha state of European security and
d i s a r m a m e n t  neqotiatione  (Chairman8  Thierry de Montbrial). Preaenta t l.on  of
reports by Ljubivoje Acimovic, Jacques Huntzinqer,  Joaef Joffe, Richard N. Perle,
Lev  Tolkunov and Hubert Vedrine.

Discuseion and interventiona by Michael Howard, Sverre Lodqaard and
Mircea Nicolaescu.

(b)  Second meet inqr The new conceptual and technological challenaes:
nuclear and space weapons (Chairman8 C u r t  Gaateyger  1.

Presentation of reports by Jonathan AlfOKd,  Francoia  Heiobourq, Yuri  Kuznetsov and
Eugene V. Rostow.

Discussion and interventions by Pierre Lellouche, Cesare Merlini and Max Schmid.

( c )  T h i r d  meetina: The new conceptual and technoloqical  challeweer
convent iona  1 and chemlca  1 weapons (Cha irmant Liviu Bota) .

Presentat ion of  reports  by Johan  Holst,  Jean Klein,  Arnold J .  J .  OOm8  and
Jenusz  Symonides.

Discussion and intervention8 by Richard R. Burt, Hubert ThieKry  and
Guannadi  Vorontsov.

(d)  F o u r t h  meeting: The future of security and disarmament in Europe
(Chairman: Miljan Komatfna)  .

Presentation of reports by Oleq T. Boqomolov,  Edouard Brunner, Isabelle  Renouard
and Konrad Seitz.

22. The Conference was considered a succeaa by the participant9 and also received
favourable media coverage.

23. In his concluding remarks, the Chairman of the final meeting of the
Conference, Miljan Komatina, made two points8 “One, arm@ control  and d?sarmament
pO1i.W  must  be inteqtated into a broader atrateqy of etabjlizing relations in
Europe, taking  i n t o  considerat ion the existence  of countrit-.s  w h i c h  are  n o t  ready t0
be reduced to the role of onlookers. No meaningful results can b e  achieved if the
c l i m a t e  remains negative. TWO , security in Europe can be built only in the larger
framework of world security and of the aolution of outatandina  alobal  problems,
first of all the problems of economic development and of national and Social
self-determination because otherwise stability in Europe wou’LA  remain fragile”.

/ . . .
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IV. GtRIRENT  ACTIVITXES

A ” Disarmament: problems related to outer space

24. This study deals with the prospects and consequences of an arms race in Outer
space and the means for its prevention. Preparation of this study was designated
by the BOard  of Trustees Of UNIDIR to be the primary task of UNIDIR in 1986.

25. The General Assembly referred to this’study in paragraph 12 of its resolution
40/87 of 12 December 1985, in which the Assembly:

“invites Member States to transmit to the Secretary-General, not later than
1 April 1986, their views on the scope and content of the study beino
undertaken by the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research on
disarmament problems relating  to outer space and the consequences of extending
the arms race into outer space, and requests the Secretary-General to convey
the views of the Member States to the Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies
for consideration in order to enable it, in its capacity of Board of Trustees
of the Institute, to qive the Institute such possible guidance with respect to
the elaboration of its study as it may derive from those views”.

26. For the preparation of the study, UNIDIR  established a steerinq croup of
experts to Give guidance  in the work from the following countries: Arqent  ina,
Brazil, France, Federal Republic of Germany, India, Poland, United States Of
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, representing various schools
of thought concernin  space research. Those experts were: Mr. A. Arbatov,
Mr. Y. BOyerr  Mr. J. Oouqherty,  Mr. S. de Queiroz Duarte, Mr. R. Jaipal,
Mr. A. Karkoszka, Mr. B. Maiorsky, Mr. R. Garcia Moritan and Mr. S. Von Welck.
They met on two occasions during 1985.

27. A draft of the study was submitted to the Board of Trustees of UNIDIR at its
May 1986 session. After discussion it was agreed  that UNIDIR should revise the
draft so that it could be considered by the Board at its September session.

28. The revised draft was completed by the end of August  and circulated for
consideration and comments. At its September 1986 session the Board held extensive
discussions on both versions of the draft. The Board decided that the Institute
should reconvene at an early date the steetinq group of experts and the authors of
both versions of the draft report in order to finalize the study taking  into
account the guidance already provided by the Board and the views received from
member States.

29. In addition to this study, UNIDIR commissioned a special study “Vers  un r&rime
international de protection des satellites” , which is being prepared by Institut
franqais  des relations internationales.

JO, The object of this study is to identify the possibilities of establishing a
leqal r&ime to safeguard and protect satellites. Taking  into account the very
technical aspects of the questions that are addressed , a team of researchers and
experts in the different fields of concern (military, scientific, lecal,  diplomatic
and business) was established. The study is divided in four parts: (a)  Challenges
of space for the int+?rnational  community; (b) Threat from anti-satellite systems;

/ . . .
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(c)  Loqal  riqime of rpaco,  and (d) Evolution8 and poreible measures  o f  protect ion.
Each o f  t h e r e  themea ham  b e e n  dircurrod  in  d reriea o f  meetings.  This s t u d y  i s
expected to be published before the end of 1986.

8. Disarmament  a n d  development

31. Thir rtudy,  devoted to the examination of concrete mearuree  capable  of
producing new reaourcets  for development from disarmament, ir being prepared for
publication in 1987. I t  i8 divided into three parts. The first  part  analyees  the
relationrhip between disarmament and development from the point of view of
recur i ty. The object  is  to show the complexity  and the  breadth  o f  the relationship
between expenditure fx armaments and underdevelopme,;:,  on the one hand, and
between  dirarmament and development, on the other hand. ,rhe second  par t  i s  devoted
to a critical examination of the different propooitionr that have been advanced for
the paat  30 yearn  and to the identification of mativer  that up to now have impeded
any conrensu8  on thie  quartion. In  the  third part  a  f e w  concre te  meaaureB  a re
propored  f o r  use  from now onward o f  military mean8 for developnnent  and humanitarian
tarka.

32. In addit ion,  a  study enti t led The Relation between Security and Development  in
North Africa is  being prepared. Thir monograph evaluater  the relat ionship between
digarmament and development in the reqionnl framework of North Africa. It  includes
b rhort  chronoloqy of disarmament-related eventa of  the  past  40 years ,  wi th
particular l mpharis on the United Nations, t-ether  with an elaboration of core
concepta such  aa disarmament, development, economics and security. Several United
Nation8  reports on the relationship between disarmament and development are
examined, in particular the report  of the Secretary-General  writ ten with the
sesirtance of the Group of Governmental Experts on the Relatfonship between
Disarmament  and Development (A/36/356) 2/ chaired by Inca Thorsson, of which some
chapter8  are analysed in detail . The findings of the report are also compared with
other  writinqs o n  t h e  subject.

33. In the second part, t h e  N o r t h  African region and the individual States
constituting the region  are described from geographical ,  economic and
politico-military perspective8  and the States* conceptions of eecurlty and
developclent a re  presen ted . A bibliography with references to documents and studies
concerning  disarmament and development8 in Africa and the Mediterranean ia also
p a r t  o f  t h i s  study.

C. Arms-transfer dependence

34 . This pro jec t  b y  Christian Catrina waq  originally intended to be complete? i n

late 1985  and published by UNIDIR in early 1966. However, af :er the researcher
indicated his interest in pursuing  the project  further ,  i t  was agreed that
additional effort8 should be u;ldertaken,  oddinq to  t h e  balance and
comprehensiveness  of t h e  study.

3s. The project analyses transfer6 of conventional armaments in an attempt to
delineate the implications of arms trarrafere  in creating or reinforcing
relationships Of poli t ico-mili tary dependence amona S ta tes . I t  does  n o t  single o u t
any supplier  or  recipient  for  case studies1  nei ther  does i t  seek  to determine the

/ . . .
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degree of dependence within individual supplier-recipient ~elationshipst  rather: it
triell  to evaluate what ettuctute of imports and exports  of armaments  will result in
strong  dependence.

36. Since States taking part in arms transfers assume different tales,  as
suppliers, recipients and participants in licenced  production or multinational
projects, different types of dependence have to be distinquished,  the two main
kinds being  the dependence experienced by recipients (import dependence) and that
experienced by suppliers (export dependence). The nature of these types of
dependence ia suite different, as are their determinants.

37. Xn order to provide a framework, the quantitative and aualitativc trends in
conventional arms  transfers and the mrrket  sttucture  of arms transfers are
described on the basis of scientific writinqe  and data made available by sevetal
s o u r c e s . The section on recipients’ dependence shows how several characteristics
of an arms-importing State have a bearing on the extent of dependence that that
State may experience. The measures  of perception of threat, of self-sufficiency in
arms procurement and of diversification smonq suppliers, are all relevant  as are
the ability to turn to alternative suppliers, the capability to start or expand
domestic arms production , and the need fat loqistic  and training support. With
respect to arms suppliers, the level of their dependence on continued arms exports
is investiqated  by evaluating the economic slqnificsnce of those exports relative
to general exports, the qross  national product and employment. Probably more
important is the fact that exports may be a precondition of economically viable
domestic arms  production. Consequently, the reliance  on the external  market for
reaching a minimum economic scale of arms production is considered a primary
determinant of supplier dependence.

38. This project does not centre  on proposals to control the transfer of
conventional arms. Its main purpose is to outline how imports and exports of
armaments may lead to politico-military dependence so that concerned Governments
are enabled to adapt the structure of their acuuisitions, or sales, so as to
minimize dependence if they wish to do so.

39. The project is due to be completed in October 19t16 for publication in early
1987.

D. Verification

40. This study by Ellis Morris on t>e lasue of verification in multilateral
disarmament neqotiations  focuses on the political rather than the technical aspects
of verification. The following disarmament issues are covered3 aenera 1 and
complete disarmament, cessation of nuclear testing, the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, 3J  prohibition of nuclear weapons fn the
see-bed, chemical and hiOlOqical  weapons  and a comprehensive test ban. The bodies
most closely analysed are the Eighteen-Nation Disarmament Committee, the Conference
oh the Committee on Disarmament anJ the Committee on Disarmament, that is, the
precursor bodies of the Conference on Disarmament.

/ . . .
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41. In the conclusion, the approaches of the nuclear-weapon Powers are given
individual consideration and three sections are devoted to the approaches of the
neutral  and non-aligned countries, the Socialist  Statea  and t h e  W e s t e r n  S t a t e s .

42. The study will be ready for publication in autumn 1986.

E. Nuclear commerce and the Non-Proliferation Treaty r&ime

43. The study contains (a) surveys of the safeguard measures implemented in recent
nuclear sales, (b)  an investiqation of t h e  role of  sel lers ,  buyers a n d
the international r&ime w h e n  sales  and safeguards  have b e e n  negotiated,  a8 well as
their roles in cases when no agreement on safeguards  has been reached, (c) an
evaluation of the Non-Proliferation Treaty ssfequarde  r&gime  in relation to recent
trends in nuclear sales and (d) proposals  for  improvinq the Non-Proliferat ion
T r e a t y  regime  i n  t h i s  regard.

44. This s tudy is  to be updated and published as soon as funds are available.

Confidence-building measures in Africa

45. This paper  by Augustine  Mahiga  and Fidelis Niimuh-Ziah evaluates the relevance
of confidence-building m e a s u r e s  in Africa. It  shows that the mili tary and security
situation in Africa is different from that i n  Europe,  where confidence-building
measures f irst  evolved, in t h a t  there are no opposing military alliances and
competing ideological blocs in Africa. The prevailinq situation in Africa makes
t h e  role of military and Becur  i ty confidence-building measures,  as a permanent
feature in relations among  African States,  less compelling. However, individual
cases of mutual suspicion, mistrust  and even armed conflict  have arisen among
African States . Tn such situations, appropriate conf idencu-building measures can
b e  necessary to reduce apprehensions and to faci l i tate the resolution of confl icts .

46. The 9reatest potential for introducing confidence-building m e a s u r e s  in Africa
is in -political,  e c o n o m i c  and socia l  co-operat ion among  African States.  The
Crganization  of African Unity and ths various sub-regional institutions offer t h e
venues and opportunities for evolving and implementing confidence-building measures
in Africa.

47. A n y  s c h e m e  o f  confidence-building measures in Africa at this staqe  doea  not
include South Africa because, in the view of the researchers, the policy of
apartheid, colonialism and il legal occupation neqates  t h e  principles u p o n  which
confidence and co-operation amonq  States should oe based.

48. This paper will b e  ready for publication in the near future.

/. . .
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G. Some conceptual aspects of militarv balance in Europe

49. This monosraph  by Xinq Hua includes three parts. First, the uncertainty and
the complications in assessing the East-West military balance in Europe are
addressed - subjective and objective factors that obstruct a precise assessment and
proposals on ways of assessin? the balance. The subject of the second part is the
COntinUOUS  elevation of the level of the balance. Here developments during the
1980s and the main reasons that might explain the increase are the main issues.
The last chapter is devoted to a presentation of the position of European countries
and their efforts towar& lowerino the level of the military balance in Europe,
focusing  on the small and medium-sized members of the military alliances and the
non-aligned and neutral countries.

50. The monograph is to be published in the autumn of 1986.

H. Conference on the interrelationship of bilateral
and multilateral negotiations on disarmament

51. UNIDTR is preparing to hold an international conference in Baku, USSR, towards
the end of December 1986. This conference will be co-sponsored by UNIDIR and the
Institute of World Economics and International Relations of the Academy of Sciences
of the USSR and is modelled after the Conference on Security and Prospects for
Disarmament in Europe (see paras. 19-23 above). The documents of the conference
will be published in 1987 by UNIDIR.

I. Fellowship and internship programmes

52. The work of visiting fellows in 1985 made an important contribution to
fulfilling the purposes of UNIDIR, and the fellows expressed their satisfaction
with the experience they gained during their stay at the Institute.

53. During 1986, UNIDIR has welcomed as fellows Mr. Xinq Hua (China),
Mr. Augustine  Mahiqa [United Republic of Tanzania) and Mr. Fidelis Njimuh-Ziah
(Cameroon).

54. M r . Xino Hua started his work in April. Mr. Mahiga and Mr. Nfimuh-Ziah each
held a three-month contract beqinninq in May and ending in July.

V. EXTERNAL RELATIONS

55. [JNIDIR has maintained close co-operation  with the Department for Disarmament
Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.

56. In the framework of the project on confidence-building measures in Africa, the
established relations with the Orqanization of African Unity were strengthened.

57. Relations with other research institutes have been expanded. Several elements
of the Institute's activities have contributed to the development of these

/ I..



A/41/576
English
Yaae 12

relationships , which are hicrhly valued by UNIDIR: f o r  i n s t a n c e , t h e  hiring o f
s e r v i c e s  of i n s t i t u t e s  for implementing the programme, the conferences at which a
large number of members of research institutes are pLeaen’, and the fellowship
programme.

V I . CONCLUS IOGS

58. The activities of UNIDIR durina the period under review have been  much
affected b y  the a b s e n c e  of  the Director ,  Mr.  Liviu Beta. The Deputy Director and
staff  have,  however,  made all  efforts  “3 keep  t h e  w o r k  of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  going.  At
ihe same time, great  care has been taken to l imit the expenses of UNIDIR to its
income and to avoid any extension of the deficit.

59. To date  UNIDIR h a s  fulfilled its missions in a manner that has seined  the
confidence of its Board of Trustees and of States Members of the United Notions.
The continuation of its work in a satisfactory manner is strongly dependent on more

reliable financial reoouLces  a n d  t h e  strengtheninq of its small staff.

Notes

L/ For previous reports  on the activi t ies of  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  s e e  A/38/4*15,
annex, A/39/553, annex, and A/40/725, annex.

y Subsequently issued as a  United Nations publicat ion,  Sales Nt.  E.82.IX.l.

31 United Na ions, Treatv Ser ies ,  vol .  729,  t). 161 .


