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| NTRODUCT! ON

1. On 12 December 1985, the General Assenbly adopted resolution 40/%94 E, the
operative paragraphs of which, inter alia, read as foll ows:

#»The CGeneral Assenbly,

"l.  Takes note of the conprehensive study on concepts of security
contai ned inthe report of the Secretary-General;

“2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-CGeneral and to the Goup
of Governnental Experts to Carry Qut a Conprehensive Study of Concepts of
Security, who assisted himin preparation of the study;

“3. Commends the study and its conclusions to the attention of all
Member States;

“4,  Invites all Member States to inform the Secretary-General, no later
than 30 April 1986, of their views regarding the study;

..o

“6.  Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to prepare for the General Assembly
at its forty-first session a report containing the views of Mnber States

received regarding the study.*

2. Pursuant to the above request, the Secretary-General has to date received
replies from Austria, Bulgaria, China, Denmak, Gernmany, Federal Republic of,
Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Poland and Sweden, informing him of their views
regarding the study (A/40/553, annex). These replies are contained in section II
below. Qher replies will be issued as addenda.

1I. REPLIES RECEIVED FROM GOVERNMENTS
AUSTRI A

[Ciginal: Englishl

s May 19861
L. Austria, which had voted in favour of resolution 387188 H of 20 December 1983,
by which the General Assenbly requested the Secretary-Ceneral to carry out a study
of concepts of security, welcones the fact that resolution 40/94 E was adopted by
consensus. This seems all the more significant as the subject of “security” jg not

easy to address, as it has to be neasured in relative rather than absolute tems.
Austria subscribes to the notion expressed in the introduction to the study
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{a/20/553, annex) that “international security is the result and the sum of the
security of each and every State member of the international community® and that
"international security cannot be reached without full international co-operation”.

2. The overview of the security concepts outlined in chapter I provides valuable
information on the various concepts and approaches through which States have in the
past attempted to maximize their national security, by setting them in context with
issues of international security.

3. Austria, which on 26 October 1955 declared its permanent neutrality,
appreciates the inclusion of several paragraphs devoted to neutrality, Austria
fully shares the conclusion that “because of their independence from military
alliances neutral States have been able to contribute substantially to reducing
international tensions and antagonisms in their regions and on a larger scale®
(ibid., para. 42), and takes note of the positive views expressed on neutrality.
Austria, which serves as venue for international conferences and negotiations on a
wide range of issues including disarmament and international law, will later this
year host the follow-up conference of the Conference on Security and Co-operation

in Europe. Austria has furthermore taken an active part in the peace-keeping
operations of the United Nations.

4, Without diminishing the importance of those chapters of the study which
describe present concepts of security, Austria noted with interest the series Of
measures to promote international peace and security outlined in chapter Iv.

Austria agrees that promotion of international security requires the commitment and
active participation of all nations.

5. In the promotion of a co-operative approach to international peace and
security the strengthening of the role of the United Nations in this field is of
overriding importance. Austria has during the years submitted her views on how the
role of the United Nations and its various organs for the maintenance of
international peace and security could be strengthened.. On the occasion of the
F~rtieth anniversary of the signing of the Charter of the United Nations, the

¢ deral Chancellor of Austria together with the Heads of State and Heads of
Government of eight other Member States issued a joint appeal concerning the
strengthening of the United Nations (A/40/402), which called on the Security
Council to fully discharge its primary responsibility for the maintenance Of
international peace and security and strongly supported an active role of the
Secretary-General in the solution of international crises.

BULGARIA
(Original: French)
{15 May 19861
1. The overall opinion of The People’s Republic of Bulgaria concerning the report

of the gserstary-General (A/40/553) submitting the comprehensive study on concepts
nf security is favourable. The study provides broad, substantive analyses of the
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concepts and of the sources of the threat to security and makes recommendations for
the maintenance and strengthening of international peace and security.

2. Bulgaria agrees with most of the analyses, conclusiont and recommendations
contained in the study. It supports the opinion that security should be studied in
the context of the growing interdependence of political, military, economic and
social factors. It believes that, urder present circumstances, the consideration
of any concept of security, the definition of any pragmatic national policy must be
based on the readlities of our nuclear age. The most serious and the imminent
danger for the security of every country and of the international community as a
whole is that poaed by the threat of nuclear war and the pursuit of the arms race.
The aspirations of certain imperialist circles to militarty supremacy and the
“position-of-strength” policy that they apply throughout the world have resulted in
the creation of a nuclear potential several times greater than that needed to
destroy all mankind, in an unprecedented escalation of the arms race in all areas,
with the risk which that entails today of extending into outer space. This policy,
formulated under the pretext of its necessity for maintaining national security,
has, as never before, brought humanity face to face with the threat of nuclear
disaster and self-destruction.

3. Bulgaria considers that the greatest value of this study lies in the fact that
it takes that reality intoe consideration, using it as a basis for establishing
several fundamental conclusions and recommendations to which all States must accord
the utmost attention.

4, It must be emphasized, above dl, that nuclear war can never be a means to the
attainment of rational eris, whatever they may be. In such a war, there will he no
winners, only losers. No country could remain immune from its devastating
consequences. It is absurd to think that national security could be safeguarded by
the stockpiling and further improvement of nuclear and other weapons, the threat of
a first nuclear strike or theories of “limited” or “protracted” warfare. Nor can
it he safeguarded by new solutions based on military technology, whatever they may
be. Tho interrelationship between national security and international security is
now obvious. A policy aimed at insuring the national security of one country by
defending its national interests to the detriment of the security of other

countries is incompatible with international security and might have harmful
consequences even for the countries that apply it.

5. Bulgaria fully agrees that the realities of our time are such that they
require the adoption of a new approach to security issues. This approach must be
bazed on the concept that national and international security can be achieved only
through the co-operation and joint efforts of States directed towards maintaining
peace, preventing nuclear war and halting the arms race, and developing their
relations in the spirit of peaceful coexistence and détente in order to create a
global security system encompassing all areas of international relationa.
Political, ideological, economic, or other differences cannot, indeed, must not
hinder the attainment of c¢his goal.

6. Bulgaria i{s also of the opinion that, in the present state of affairs, in
order to strengthen national and international security, it is of the utmost
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importance to adopt and implement urgent practical neasures to halt the arms race
and achieve disarmament. The emphasis placed on this idea in the study, both in
the general approach and in the practical measures, is a positive factor which
calls for special mention. The paramount importance of disarmament is due not only
to the fact that the immediate goal is to reduce the military danger but also to
other factors of an economic, political and social nature bearing on national and
international Security. In that regard, it suffices to mention the heightened
tension in international relations and the profound contradiction between the vast
material and human resources expended for destructive purposes and the serious
economic, social and other problems confronting humanity.

I Bulgaria is pleased to note that the general approach to issues relating to
the prevention of nuclear war, the halting of the arms race, disarmament, and a
number of practical measures formulated in the study basically coincide with the
positions and concrete proposals of the socialist countries, including Bulgaria.

8. The efforts and co-operation of all States are necessary to achieve
disarmament objectives, It is high time to extricate the current negotiations from
the extremely adverse state of stagnation which they have reached and to give them
a practical orientation with a view to reachi ng concrete international agreenents.
It is currently of vital importance to enhance the effectiveness of forums dealing
with disarmament. States must participate in negotiations, whether bilateral or
multilateral, in a spirit of good will and be willing to reach mutually acceptable
agreements. It is unacceptable for negotiations to be used as a cover for
implementing military programmes aimed at achieving military supremacy.

9. Like the majority of the world's countries, Bulgaria believes that major
efforts should today be channelled towards the prevention of an arms race in Outer
space, the halting of the nuclear-arms race and a drastic reduction in nuclear
weapons. Most efforts made to strengthen international security and reduce the
threat of nuclear war are focused on the prevention of the proliferation of nuclear
weapons. A direct reply to the question how to think and act and what crucial
measures must be taken to strengthen international peace and security is to be
found in the concrete and realistic programme contained in Mikhail Gorbachev’s
statement, Of 15 January 1986, on the complete elimination of weapons of mass
destruction, and above all nuclear weapons, throughout the world by the end of this
century. The implementation of this programme would meet the vital interests not
only Of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America
but Of all the peoples of the world, and would be a great historic step towards a
world without war and without weapons. It is, inter alia, in the implementation of
this programme that the States for which it is particularly intended must show
their willingness and readiness to co-operate constructively on behalf of peace and
security. Deep disappointment was felt, and serious concern was aroused by the
fact that the United States lacked the political will for such co-operation and the
spirit of co-operation needed te join the moratorium on nuclear explosions, which
the Soviet Union had for long been pursuing on a unilateral basis. A moratorium
was the chance to pave the way towards the speedy drafting of a comprehensive
international agreement on the key problem of international security.

10, The socialist countries have, on several occasions, demonstrated in practice
their willingness to co-operate with all peace-loving countries and forces for the
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strengthening of international peace and security. This is evidenced by their
numerous initiatives and proposals, “he unilateral steps they are taking, their
active and constructive participation in negotiation8 on disarmament and security,
and their readiness to study and approve any propcsal conducive to the
strengthening of internaticnal peace and security.

11. Desiring to make its own contribution to the strengthening of peace and
security in the Balkans and in the world, Rulgaria has worked unremittingly for the
implementation of the initiative to make the Balkans a nuclear-weapon-free zone. A
propcsal was made at the Thirteenth Congress of the Bulgarian Communist Party that
Governments of the Balkan countries should sign unilateral statements not to deploy
nuclear weapons in their respective territories, not to supplement those already
deployed and to reduce existing stockpiles. In the joint Bulgarian-Romanian
declaration (see A/41/87) an appeal was launched for the eastablishment . the
Balkans as a chemical-weapon-free zone. The implementation of that proposal would
have resulted in the speedier conclusion of an international convention on the
prohibition of chemica weapons. For its part, Bulgaria is prepared to review with
the other Balkan countries all the details of those initiatives at any time and at
any level. Bulgaria had proposed the conclusion with all the other Balkan
countries of bilateral agreements containing a code of good-aeighbourliness, and
that proposal is still valid. A first step {pn compliance with the Helsinki Final
Act might be the conclusion of bilateral agreements on the non-use of force and the
peaceful settlement of disputes that threaten peace and security in the region.

12. Bulgaria agrees on the whole with the analyses, concrete proposals for action,
conclusions and recommendations in the study concerning other factor8 relating to
national and international se¢urity. In this regard, we agree that peace is
indivisible and that, given the tense situation at the preaent time, any local
conflict might develop into a broader confrontation, or even a global ono. In
order to remove thig threat, it is imperative to put an end to the imperialist
policy of force and interference in the internal affairs of other countries, stop
acts o f aggression,regolve conflicts and disputes between Staten by peaceful means
and fully respect the right of every paople to be master of its destiny. It jg
imperative to eradicate the last vestiges of colonialism, eradicate the odious
system of apartheid_ and racial disarmament, put an end to the policv of
neo-colonialism in all its forme, recognize the peoplas’ right to independence and
social progreee and prohibit brutal and massive violations of human rightn.

13. Like the other socialist countries, Bulgaria considers thnt the igsues of
safeguarding international peace and security, hating the arms race and bringing
about disarmament are closely linked to the solutioun of other global problems
confronting mankind, namely, making up for economic backwerdnees, eliminating
hunger, poverty, epidemics and illiteracy from the large areas where they are
rampant, meeting mankind’'s growing needs for energy sources and food, protecting
the environment and using the oceans and outer space for peaceful purposes.
Inevitably, if these problems are not solved through the joint efforts of the
international community, they will worsen, and new gources Of international tension
will emerge. The sine qua non for solving these problems is the halting of the
arms race, the considerable reduction of the military expenditures of States,
particularly those having large military capabilities, the uyge of a part of the
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resources thua released to eolva the economic and social prohlems of developing
countrtee. |t is abeolutely essential to realize that it will be impossible to

establish an equitable economic order in the world unless preparations for war are
ended.

14. Bulgaria also supports the opinion that it {8 necessary to normalize
international relations in the economic, scientific and technological areas, to
eliminate artificial obatacies and discriminatory reetrictione of any kind and to
consider confidence-huilding measures in economic reletions, With a view to placing
all international economic relations on a fair and democratic basis, establishing 3
new international economic order, and eliminating underdevelopment. The external
debt problem of the developing countries calls for an urgent solution, as it is one
of the gravest consequencea Of colonialism and neo-colonialism and currently a
factor contributing to the deterioration of the international situation.

15.  While stressing its generally positive assessment of the study, Bulgaria
bel ieves, however, that it contains some inaccuracies and lacunae.

16. A more thorough and objective analysis of the actual policy of States would
bring out the poaitive and conettuctive nature of the socialist countries’ poliey
on the isasues Of peace and security. Thus, it would be possible to clarify Certain
general position8 and theoretical conclusions which give the false impression that
the USSR and the United states, the Wareaw Treay countriss and the NATO countries
share equal responsibility for the threat currently hanging over international
peace and security and, in particular, the tenaion in international relations, the
growing threat of nuclear war, the pursuit of the arms race, the lack of progress
in disarmament negotiations, etc. The causes for the present state of affairs are
to be found in the imperialist countries’ policies of militarism and expansionism,
which are reflected in the doctrine of nea-globaliem. In this regard, reference
might be made to paragraph 19 of the study,in which it {g stated, inter alia, that
the roots of the arms race are, to a large extent, to be found in political and
gocio-economic differences between the two groups of States. This is a rather
general statement, without any elaboration.

17. A more careful analyeie would have shown that the maintenance of an

approximate military-strategic parity between the USSR and the United Stat-e, and
between the Warsaw Treaty countries and the NATO countries, at an ever lower level
of armame ta, objectively contributes to the eafequarding of international peace
and security. Facts prove that such parity now exists in Europe as well as c¢cn a
global scale, with regard to both nuclear and conventional weapons. However ,
Faragraph 174 as worded might be interpreted as meaning that such parity does not
exist in Europe. For that reason, either the paragraph is imprecise, or the ideas
are poorly expressed. With regard to parity, Bulgaria considers that only strict
respect for the principles of equality and equal security offers the possibility Of

reaching mutually acceptable agreements in the area of disarmament that would serve
the interests of all the countries of the world.

18. Bulgaria is of the opinion that this study could also address other very

important issues directly linked to the problem of cecurity) for example, the very
poritive role that the détente process can play, the serious threat posed by
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revanchism and by calls for a review of the frontiers and eocio-political
structures Of European States and for a crusade against the socialist countries,
the role of the military-industrial complex in escalating the arms cace, the
dangerous nature of policies of state terrorism, the inadmissible fact that some
countries consider entire regions of the world as their vital interest zones, the
need to find solutions to important problems such as the establishment of the
Indian Ocean as a zone of peace, and controlling the naval-arms race. whe study
could also pay greater attention to the positive role played by world opinion in
Support of international peace and security, and in particular, the importance of
the World Disarmament Campagn.

CHINA
[Original: Chinese]
[15 May 19861
1. The chinese Government welcomes the study on concepts of security (A/40/553,

annex) undertaken by the Secretary-General with the assistance of a group of
experts in accordance with General Assembly resolution 38/188 H of

29 December 1986, and expresses its satisfaction at the adoption by the Assembly at
its fortieth session of resolution 40/94 E, entitled “Comprehensive study of
concepts of security”. The maintenance of world peace and international security
are major objectives Of the Chinese Government's foreign policy. The Chinese
Government supports efforts which foster the achievement of these objectives.

2. The Chinese Government has consistently held the view that strict adherence to
the principle of peaceful coexistence in relations between States is an effective
means Of strengthening international security. The study by the Group of
Governmental Experts rightly paints out that “international security and confidence
between nations can be promoted on the basis of the principles expressed in the
concept of peaceful coexistence. The concept of peaceful coexistence ig applicable
not only between countries with differing social systems but also between countries
sharing the same social system. When this concept is violated, even nations of
similar social system may find themselves in sharp conflict. The urgency of
applying the concept of peaceful coexistence has rarely been greater" (ibid.,

para. 205). The Chinese Government hopes that this argument will be given serious
consideration by all States.

3. Currently, the international situation remains turbulent and unsettled.
Threats to global peace and security derive chiefly from the super-Powers arms
race and global scrambling. We should remain alert to dangers that can lead to a
world war. However , because of the demand for peace, anti-war forces are
constantly growing; as long as the peoples of all nations sttive together
unremittingly, world peace and security can be maintained. Every means of ending
the arms race and rivalry between the super-Powers must be used and international
tension alleviated as a matter of urgency.

4. China opposes the arms race and advocates a general prohibition and the
complete destruction of nuclear weapons. The Chinese Government believes that the
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two super-Powers have a primary and special responsibility for achievina nuclear
disarmament and that they should be the first to Larry out a largo-scale reduction
of nuclear weapons, thereby creating the conditions for nuclear disarmament by all
nuclear States, This ahould be accompanied by the halting Of the extension of the
arms race into outer space, the general prohibition and complete destruction of
chemical weapons and a large-scale reduction of convention weapons.

5.  World peace and security are closely related to national security. Vi ewed
from this perspective, the violation of a State’s independence and sovereignty
constitutes a threat to world peace. The Chinese Government has consistently held
that disarmament is not the only issue involved in the alleviation of tension; the
elimination of regional conflict8 i{s also an important consideration. Thus, the
principle that all countries are equal, regardless of size, should be strictly
respected in international relations! no pretext may be used to carry out acts of
aggression or expansion, to invade or occupy another 3tate's territory, to
interfere in the internal affairs of another State, or violate another State’'s

sovereignty. This can only he be 1eficial for the maintenance of world peace and
security.

6. Peace and security are closely related to development. Peace is an essential
condition for development, and the economic dovelopment of the developing countries
and improved relations between North and South are important factors in the
maintenance of peace. The Chinese Government supports the just position of the
developing countries, which for the past several years have been caling for a new
international economic order, and hopes that the developed countries will adopt a
far-sighted attitud of positive co-operation, help solve the urgent problems
facing the developing countries and promote North-South dialogue and co-operation
for the common development of the economies of al countries, thereby contributing
to the maintenance of world peace and security.

DENMARK
Originalt English)
111 June 1986]

1. Denmark voted in favour of General Assembly resolution 38/188 H of

20 December 1983, in which the Assembly requested the Secretary-General, with the
assistance of qualified governmental experts, to carry out a comprehensive dudy of
concepts of secur i ty , and the Danish Government has with interest taken note of the
study of the Group of Experts (A/40/553, annex).

2. The study rightfally states that concepts of security are the diffrrent basen
on which States and the international community as a whole rely for their

security. Understandably, a discussion thereof involves not only important., but
also sensitive political issues. Denmark agreeo to the Group's notion that the
controversial character of the issue in no way should prevent the States from
participating in a discussion thereof. By addressing the basic concepts and
policies of security the study has contributed to the continuing discussion within
the United Nations on all aspects relating to security.
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3.  Denmark welcomes the fact that the Group of Experts has generally shared the
following common understanding, which should be shared by all nations:

(a) All States have, regardless of size, geographic location, social system,

politi.al or ideological belief, or level of development, a legitimate right to
security)

(b) The use of military force for purposes other than self-defence is not a
legitimate instrument of national poliecys

{c) Security should be understood in comprehensive terms, and it is essential
to address underlying political, social and economic problems;

(d) Security is the concern cf all natione, and all nations have the right
and duty to participate in the search for constructive solutions to security;

(e) The world’s diversities should not constitute obastacles to international
co-operation for pewce and security. The common interest in survival must
transcend differences in ideology, political institutions and socio-economic
systems. (The study rightfully points out that ideological differences should not
be transferred to in.er-State relaticns, and that there is a need for
self-restraint on the part of the stutes involved. Full respect for this
observation and thereby for the g~' .ple of non-intervention should be an integral
alement Of the concept of peacefu' coexistence. Otherwise no credibility can be
at:ached to that concept)

(.) Disarmament and arms limitation is an important approach to international
peace and security.

4. As a general observation Denmark regards it to be of particular importance
that the study recommends maintenance of the rule of law in international relations
through the strict observance of the Charter of the United Nations and effective
application of t.. collective security concept. As stat~d by the Group of Experts,
disregard for international law and reliance on force for resolving disputes is
dangerous and offers ao prospect of finding lasting solutions to the problem of
internat ional security. Steps should be taken to strengthen the effectiveness of
the United Nations and to improve its possibilities to fulfil its fundamental task
Of maintaining international peace and security in accordance with the Charter. To
that end, it iSs commendable that the study rather than suggesting new institutional
arrangements recommends a strengthening of existing United Nations institutions, in
particular the Security Council., As a member of the Security Council, Denmark is
at present actively participating in the current efforts to secure regular informal
discussions in the Council. on the international situation in an effort to enhance
the role of the Council in the exercise of preventive diplomacy through the
establishment of an “early warning system”.

5. In the view of the pani-h Government, United Nations studies in the field of
disarmamen can serve a useful purmose provided they deal with their subject in an
objective and balanced manner, and that the differing views are carefully reflected
and taken into consideration. In this connection Denmark wishes to make the
following observations :
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(a) As reducing and removing the threat of nuclear war is the most acute and
urgent task of the present day, the priority objective ~f all-States should be the

prevention of any war at any level of hostility, thus precluding the use of nuclear
WEeapons j

(b) In their efforts to prevent armed conflicts in any form, States may
legitimately take measures necessary to rostrain, or in other words deter,
initiation of, or persiste.ce in an armed attack)

(¢) In order to prevent the outbreak of war and safeguard peace, defence
efforts must be complemented by pursuing a policy of dialogue to promote
understanding and comprehensive co-operation especially with regard to arms control
and disarmament. Inteinational security would be considerably enhanced by
increased international co-operation, not only in the economic fiald, but also in
many other areas, such as co-operation based on the broad exchange of ideas,
culture, science, information and contacts at all levels. Any comprehensive

mcept of security or any attempt to address the question of how to improve the
current international situation should adequately consider these questions and
other questions having an impact sn international security, for example, human
rights and confidence-building measures)

(d) The outlawing of nuclear weapons as suggested in paragraph 217 of the
study is a narrow unrealistic approach under prev iiling circumstances. Arms
limitations and reductions and their wventual elimination = both nuclear and
convent fonal= must be considered in an overall military and political context)

(e) As to application of the various concepts, t. o-jective of which is to
safeguard peace, the actual political performance of ttates iS the yardstick. The

willingness on the part of States to openness and transparency in the military
field as well as to accepting the necessary measures of verification is Of

paramount importance.
GIRMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
(Original: English]
(30 April 19961
1.  The Government of the wtederal Republic of Germany welcomes the fact that the
conclusions and recommendations of the United Nations study on concepts of security
underscore essential elements of the basic conviction shared by all States:
(a) The right of all nations to security;
(b) The prohibition of all kinds of force)

(c) The need to view security as a complex concept;

(d) The right and duty of all states to particf-+“e in the quest for
constructive solutions in the field of security)
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(e) The need for co-operation despite enduring differences)
() The central importance of arms control and disarmament.

2. This conviction rests on the growing awareness of the international community
that, in this age Of nuclear weapons,. Wa can no longer serve as a means of
conducting international politics, that in this interdependent world endeavours to
secure one’s own security must not be to the detriment of others, that military
efforts must be governed by the criterion of legitimate defence, and that
autonomous defence activities muat be supplemented by extensive co-operative
solutions.

3. In the opinion of the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, it is
essential that al members of the international community assume responsibility for
world peace and strive jointly to find solutions to the great. problems concerning
security in this age.

4. The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has therefore always
advocated that an objective and constructive dialogue he conducted on all security
issues, particularly within the global framework afforded by the United Nations.
One Of the objectives oOf such a dialogue must be to achieve a better understanding
of the different concepts of security of individual States or groups oOf States.
United Nations studies can make an important contribution to this endeavour if they
present the complex security problems in an objective and balanced manner and take
proper account Of the positions of individuah Member States.

5. Though the United Nations study on concepts of security contains a great deal
to which the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany subscribes, it does not
fulfil the foregoing criteria in important respects. It ia particularly
reqrettabla that the central objective of the Western concept of security, namely,
the prevention of war , is not adequately taken into account in the study,

6. The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany would therefore like to
emphasize the following without singling out Specific atatements Of the study.

(8 The overriding qoal of the international community must be to prevent
reliably any kind of war, be it conventional. or nuclear. The hazards emanat ing
from conventional conflicts iN our time must not be ignored.

(b) The North Atlantic alliance, which guarantees the security of the States
uhited in it, does not threaten anyone and does not aspire to superiority. TIts
military potent ial exclusively serves defensive purposes. None of its weapons wi 11
ever be used except in response to attack. The security policy of its members is
consistent with the comprehensive ban on force enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations.

(c) Like its allies, the Federal Republic Of Gerrany is convinced that
autonomous defence efforts are not sufficient for reliably prevent ing war and
effectively safeguarding peace. It therefore advocates a policy of understanding
and comprehersive coO-operation, especially in the field of arms control and
disarmament.  Arms control and disarmament are an integral part of the wWest-=rn
alliance’s security policy.
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7. The Federal Republic of Germany actively pursues a policy of peace, It8
etforta are directed towards a state of lasting stability at the lowest possible
level of forces and armamerts,

8. The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany believes that the actud
policy pursued by States must alsO serve as the Yyardstick for any other concepts
aimed at the safeguarding of peace. Declared goals must coincide with the actual
conduct oOf States and be reflected in verifiabls facto. An important touchstone of
this is readiness on the part of States for greater openness and transparency in
the military sphere. All States are called rpon to help achieve co-coerative

nolut ions to secur | ty problems.

MEX ICO
[Original 1+ Spanish]
{3 June 1986)

1. The Mexican Government considers that the study on concepts of security, like
the other studies carried out under the auspices Of the United Nations, is a major

contribution to a subject as complex as that of security.

2. Among the various important pointr, made in this study, the Mexican Government
notes the following salient ones:

(a) The study stresses the threat that the nuclear-arms race constitutes for
all mankind, quoting from the Final Document of the Tenth Specid Sesson of the
General Assemhly, the firgt special session devoted to disarmament, regarding the
choice with which mankind 1is now oconfronted: "Removing the threat of a world war -
a nuclear war - {g the most acuta and urgent taek of the present. day. Mankind is
confronted with a choice: we must halt the ams race and proceed to disarmament or
tface annihilation (resolution S-10/2, para. 18) )

(b) The study quite rightly points out that the nuclear-arms race constitutes
the main threat to international security, sSnce we now have a capability for
aosured mutual destruction)

(c) It im also made clear that preventing the outbreak of anuclear war is a

pre-condition for all the efforts to preserve the securit% of States, any other
attempt in the international sphere to avert nuclear war being pointless.
Likewise, the study makes an important comment about the effects of a nuclear
confrontation, stating that a nuclear war could never be limited and could never he
won) its consequences would not affect the nuclear adversaries alone, but would
jeopardize the lives Of people everywhere and lead to the extinction of the human
race}

(d) The study therefore points out that the nuclear-wespon States possessing

the largest nuclear arsenals are under a moral obl igation to reach concrete
agreements on reversing the arms race, which endangers not only individual safety
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but that of tha whole world, Consequently tho great Powers are no longer

responaible aolely to their own peoples) they are not respons ble to all countries
and all peoples and cannot take It upon themselves to load mankind towards
oxtinctiony

(@) On the basis of the above obaarvations, the study correctly pointas out
that promoting international security requires the co-operation and active
participation of all natione, waich r.ust move towards common security,

3. In the opinion of the Mexican Government, the comments on the maintenance of
international peace and security contained in the study are sensible and well
founded) thaso include:

(a) Strengthening the role of the United Nations. As atated in the Charter,

the maintenance of international peace and security ig one of the :wain purposes of
the United Nations)

(b) Observance of the Charter of the United Nations. The basic principles
contained in the Charter are not only legal rules and norms for international
conduct among Member States but are also recognized as principles of international
law applicable to all states)

(¢) Pull utilization of the existing collective aocurity system of the United
Netions. This machinery, {f better utilized, could greatly. improve international
peace and secur { ty .

4. Mexico welcomes the conclusions of the study as they relate tO0 the measures
which ghould be taken to achieve common security:

(a) Ronewod efforts in the field of disormamont to reduce the risk of war, in
particular nuclear wary

(b) Maintenance of the rule of law in international relations through the
strict observance of the Charter of the Unitod Nations and effective appl ication of
the collective security concept)

(c) Decolonization and elimination Of apartheid)

(d) political and cconomic co-operation for development and gecur {ty,

NETHERLANDS
[Original: English)
[26 June 1986
1. In the view of the Nethorlandn, the study contained in the annex to docume it

A/40/%%3 has a number of interesting things to say about the concept of gecurity,
although it is true that the study also displays clear signs Of compromises having
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been made, which 1ia hardly compatible with the intellectual riqour required of 4
study of secur ity concepts. The etudy rightly ohserves that #ecurity consiats not
only of a military component but 4140 of political, economic and social onee. The
observat ion that national and international secur ity are increasingly closely
linked, 8o that an era of global interdependence is coming ever closer, is

just ified. This indeed underlines the desirability of "a comprehensive and
co-operative approach to international security®., Accordingly, the Netherlands
together with its Western partners, endeavour4 t0 eatablish 4 broad disloque and to
get negotiation4 under way with 4 view to finding "co-operacive® golutions which
promote peace and secur ity. Avoiding a world war is certainly "the most acute and
urgent tamk Of the preasent day", as paragraph 65 puts it. 8uch 4 war would
probably involve nuclear weapons, and the consequence4 Of thelr use could make
themselvea felt world widej therefore, 44 the study rightly emphasizes, 4 common
intereet of the world community {s at etake. Those who would guffer most from the
use of nuclear weapons are of course the countriea directly coucerned, They
themselves therefore have the greatest possible interest in avoiding such an
eventuality. The prevention of war ig even more central to security policy of the
Netherlands and to the co-operation between the Netherlands and other Western
countries in thia field than appears from the astudy.

2. For this purpose there muet be 4 policy of dialogue and disarmament through
negotiation in the East-West context in conjunction with the preservation of an
adequate deterrent and defence capability until. such time as the results of
negotiations make it possible to achieve reductions.

3. The fundamental {dea Of deterrence is that nuclear weapons create 4 situation
in whic | the potential advantages of aggression are by far outweighed by the
potentially disastrous coneequencsr. As the study observes, deterrence has kept
the peace, at least in the Bsast-West context, for 40 year4 now. However, the
current system of mutual deterrence muet not be seen a8 an end in ftself, The
maximum effort muet be made to bring about substantial reductiona in nuclear
weapons, The aim muet be to achieve 4 gtable equilibrium at the loweot possihle
level of armament. The concept of stability has an important part to play in the
d isarmament process envisaged. Arm4 control and disarmament measures muat not in
any way endanger stability hut ehould on the contrary etrengthen it. This means,
inter alia, that the nuclear problem ghould not be viewed in isolation. The
convention4l imbalance in Europe {g important {n this respect. Nuclear deterrence
also helps to prevent 4 conventional conflict (a point which {g referred to only
briefly in the study). Conventional war in Europe = 4 continent which has already
axperienced two such conflicts this century = must not be allowed to become
thinkable again. Thistoo {g an interest. which in fact has implication4 for
countries outaide Europe iteelf. Partly in the light of this, the Netherlands
attaches great importance not only to the crucial bilateral negotiations between
the United States and the Soviet Union at Geneva in the nuclear field but also to
negotiations aimed at establishing 4 stable conventional balance in Europe.

4. The study rightly emphasizes the importance Of the “maintenance of the rule of
law in international relations through the s8trict observance of the Charter of tha
United Nations and effective application of the collective security concept”. Asa
co-founder of!l the United Nations, the Netherlands has always advocated the
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eatablishment of an effective world legal order. The required instrument8 of
international law and tha necesasary institutions already exist to a very large
extent, but the Problem in the failure to make proper use of them, An the study

notes, “If the corresponding proviniona of the Charter were strictly observed this
would lead to a drastic improvement of the international situation”.

5. To eupplement the united Nations collective security system, agreements have
been made within the framework »f the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Furope. In the Helsinki Final Act and in other documents, obligations deriving
from the Charter of the United Nations, such as the obligation to refrain from the
use or threat of force, and, the obligations relating to the peaceful gettlement oOf
disputes, non-agreasion and non-intervent fon were reaf f irmed. -he obligation to
roapect human rights was likewise reaffirmed; an igsue which, &s the study rightly
notes, also affects international security. Regular consultations are held within
the framework of the Conference on the observance of the aforementioned general

principles, and concrete agreements are sought with g view to improving the
aituation.

6. The security of very small States can indeed be a problem under certain
circumstances. Hero too, reqional organizations can play a part in addition to the
United Nations. It should also be observed that preserving an equilibrium between
the two major power blocs in {tself contributes indl.ectly to the security of
smaller Staten, particularly if one considers the possible consequences for the
gecurity of third countries wore there to be no such equilibrium.

NORWAY
(Original: English]
(6 Juno 1986)

1. The study on concepts of security (AR/40/553, annex), prepared by a group of
governmental exports, has pointed to a number of fundamental challenges to both
nattonal and internat tonal security.

2. Basically, the study has focused on global interdependence and discussed the
implications of increased interdeperdence for global security. The study
underscores the need for a comprehensive approach when discussing interdependence
alaso from the Point of view of gecurity. Norway agrees that. a comprehensive
approach 10 secur i ty , recognizing the growing interdependence of political,
military, economic, snocial and technological. Factors, has become essential. To
these elements of interdependence should be added, in our view, also the need to
angure tho strict obgervance by ill.1 States of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

3,  The United Nations expert study correctly draws our attention to the roots of
international tensions and antagonism that give rise to an arms buildup in both
nuclear and conventional arms. 1In our view, a better understanding of the various
concepts of gecurity must be based on the different security needs facing various
States.
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4. In examining the various concepts of security, a useful point of departure
must be the realization that, in the nuclear age, it {s not possible for nations to
obtain security through measures undertaken at the expense of others. Norway thus
finds herself in agreement with the study when {t states that "the use of military
force for purposes other than self-defence is not a legitimate instrument of

net fonol pol Icy’. An effective security policy cannot depend exclusively upon
military defence, but should also include efforts to contribute to ¢nhanced
stability in international relations through measures aimed at arme control and
diaarmament. The latter form an integral part of Norwegian security policy.

5. In shaping its security policy, Norway has, together with its allies, souqght
to underline c¢his dual approach to the concept of security. Onthe one hand, a
level of military force consistent with the right to self-defence must be
maintainea. On the other hand, active efforts must be undertaken to eansure
peaceful solution of conflicts and mutual armg limitations and reductiors,
including increased confidence among States.

6. Even though arms control and disarmament may not remove underlying political
problems, they would appear to be an important contribution towards enhanced
stability and predictability in international affairs, Norway thus associates
itself with the understanding in the study that "Jisarmament and arms limitation is
an important approach to international peace and security”,

7. Norway agrees with the recommendation contained in the study calling for
"renewed efforts in the field of disarmament to reduce the riaks of war, in
particular auclear war”. Efforts in bilateral, regional and global negotiating
forums should be expedited with a view to achieving early and conctete results.
However , it ahould also be emphasized that the threat posed by nuclear weapons
should be viewed in the context of preventing the use of force in general, 1In this
respect, the question of stability in the conventional field must be stressed.
Hence, there is a clear link between nuclear and conventional arms control and
disarmament. In our efforts to geek enhanced security, therefore, our fundamental
objective must be the prevention of any war, At this point in time this mu& be a
central notion in our effort0 to nafequard and build our common security.

POLAND
{Original: English]
{12 June 1986)

1. Peace in the supreme value in the nuclear era and = as {ndicated in the
report = nothing can justify the use of force in {nternastional relations. The
establishment of an ef fect ive system Of jnternat ional Security can be rendered
feasible through political measures) it can result from political agreements
between the States concerned. On the universal scale the foundations of gnch a
gsystem Of security are provided in the Charter of t he Uni tsd Nat. ions. The
observance of the principles and provisionas of the Charter is therefore the main
prerequisite of international peace and Recur ity.
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2. Arme buildup in the nuclear age does not enhance but decreases the security of
States and s becoming the source Of ever-new threats. Deterrence cannot
constitute a lasting foundation of security hecuuse it stimulates the arms race,
which is today one of the major factors destabilizing the international situation.
Nuclear weapons are not an Indispensable element of the security of States, while
their continued improvement hao become a driving force behind the escalation of
armaments and extension of the arms race into outer space.

3. Effective security can only be mutual and universal. This means that efforts
should be made to initiate the process Of disarmament or at least Of elimination of
those types of weapons which are the source «f global threat by the mere fact of
their existence. The Government of the Polish reople's Republic is of the opinion
that the implementation of the three-stage programme presented by the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics on 1% January 1986, of a total elimination before the
end of this century of the arsenals of nuclear and chemical weapons and the ban on
the introduction of space strike-weapons would represent a hasis for an effertive
gyatem of world security.

4, Elimination of the material implements of war would be the best guarantee of
the maintenance of peace. Agreements between the nuclear Powers on a total hen of
nuclear-weapon tests, on radical reduction of thoae weapons and, later, on their

complete elimination would constitute the moat important measures to that effect.

5. The Government of Poland shares the views expressed in the study (A/40/5%3,
annex) on the intcrdapendsnce of the contemporary world and its implications for
international security and security of individual States, pointing to the

complexity of the notion of security which comprises a8 number of elements going
beyond the political and military sphere. The question of fundamental importance
for the consolidation of peace, as reflected in the study, is a close obgervance by
States of obligations resulting from international law, including strict obscrvance
of the Charter of the United Nations and of obligations of a political. nature.
Among the latter, principles of inter-state relationas of the Final Act of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,, mentioned in the study, are of
considerable signif icance for Poland and othcr $tates participants in the
Conference.

6. The Government of Poland wishes also to convey the following observat.ons
relating to some specific issues.

(@) The study point.0 to the importance of broad international co-operation
for the consolidation of security. Nevertheless, the role of political, economic,
scientific, technologicnl and humanitarian co-operation as well as eo-operat ion i n
other f jelds as factors of mutually beneficial interdependence is not presented in
a manner reflecting sufficiently the realities of the contemporary world.

(b) One. of the sources of political destabilization and tensions threatening
international security is = besides problems in the economic relations between
developed and developing countries presented in the study = the use Of economic
inatrumente, including trade and financial relations and exchange of technology to
exert political pressure and infringe upon the sovereignty of other States. 1Its
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extreme manifestations are the economic restrictions and limitations Of accegs to
technology, conceived as a form of political pressure and attempts at isolating
individual States to the detriment of both their vita interests and global

security. Poland has recently experienced such practices on the part of some
Western States.

(c) Confidence- and eecurity-building measures and their importance for the
consolidation of international security and of the security of individual States
are diecussed in the study mainly with reference to the political and military
epheres. Yet it is also worth pointing to a continuously increasing role of the
non-military confidence-building measures, in particular in the sphere of economic
co-operation, and the eetabliahment of economic security in the promotion Of
international economic relations. In this context, the adoption by the General
Aeeembly at its thirty-eighth session Oof a draft resolution, originally submitted
by Poland, on confidence-building in international economic relations (see General
Aeeembiy reaolut ion 38/196) is of particular signif jcance., It confirmed the need
for co-operation among States to protect economic relations against the adverse
impact of political tension.

7. Implementation by States of the principles and provisions of the Declaration
on the Preparation of Societies for Life in peace (General Aesembly resolution
33/73) would similarly constitute an important confidence- and eecurity-building
meaaure.

8. The Government of Poland i{s of the opinion that broad dissemination of the
contents of the study and implementation of the recommendation8 and conclusions
contained in its chapter V would constitute an important contribution to the
establishment of an international system of security and co-operation.

SWEDEN
(original : English)

(18 June 19861

1.  The comprehensive atudy of concepts of security tracen its origins to the
report of the Independent Commission on Disarmament and Security Issues (ICDSI)
entitled “Common Security = a programme for disarmament"™, which was submitted to
the General Assembly at its twelfth special session, the second special session
devoted to diearmament, in 1982. In his capacity as Chairman of ICDSI| , the late
Prime Minister of Sweden, Mr. Olof palme, introduced the report before the Ad Hoc
Committee Of the Twelfth Special. Session.

2. Following a proposal by Sweden, the General Aesembly, on 13 December 1982,
adopted, without a vote, resolution 37/99 B on the report of ICDSI -~ or the Palme

Commission. By this resolution, the General Assembly submitted the report
(A/CN.10/38) to the Disarmament Commission.
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3. The Disarmament Jommission welcomed the report as a timely and const)uctive
contribution ta international efforts to achieve disarmament aprd to maintaining and
strengthening international peace and security. It also recommended that the
report of the Palme Commission be duly taken into account in ongoing and future
disarmament efforts.

4, The study on concepts of security was carried out hy a group of governmental
experts appointed by the Secretary-General pursuant to General Assembly resolution
38/188 H of 20 December 1983, which called for a “comprehensive dudy of concepts
of security, in particular security policies which amphasize co-operative efforts
and mutuni underganding between States, with a view to developing proposals for
policies aimed at preventing the arms race, building confidence in relations
between States, enhancing the possibility of reaching agreements on arms limitation
and disarmament and promoting political and economic security”.

5. The sponsors, in introducing this resolution before the General Assembly,
expressed the view that the United Nations should be the focus of a discussion on
eoncep ts Of sequr ity , thus bringing the compelling need of new thinking On security
concepts to the attention of all States.

6. The Government of Sweden welcomes the study on concepts of security, the first

effort by the United Nations specifically to address security concepts in a
detaled and comprehensive manner.

7. The study was adopted as a whole by consensus in the Group of Governmental
Exper ta. Sweden notes with great satisfaction that the study and its conclusions
were commended to the attention Of all member States by the General Assembly in its
resolution 40/94 E, which was adopted without a vote.

8, In the opinion of the Government of Sweden, the study should provide a basis
for the continued jinternational dialogue on this truly vital subject.

9. The study presents an overview of security concepts, examines problems and
threats in international security, describes measures to promote international
pedce and provides some recommendat ions.

10. The security concepts reviewed in the study are balance of power, deterrence,
aqual security, collective security, neutrality, non-alignment, peaceful
coexistence, and common sSecurity. The section devoted to problems and threats in
international security analyses the relationship between national and international.
security, security in the nuclear age, chemical and bacteriological (biological)
weapons, the conventional arms race, the security of developing countries and the
security of emall States.

11. The study stresses the fact that no nuclear-weapon State has completely

renounced the possibility of the use of nuclear weapons. The assured destruction
that would follow a nuclear exchange would not be mutud between the adversaries,

but global.. As the study points out, non-nuclear-weapon States feel a growing
sense Of insecurity and loss of their right to decide their own destiny. The
non-nuclear-weapon States feel unjustly exposed to the nuclear threat while taking
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no part in the nuclear-arms race, which becomes a matter of crucial concern to
them. Therefore, they have a right to have a aay in this vital question.

12, The discussion of the concept of deterrence seems to be hased on the declared
policies of some, but not all, of the nuclear-weapon States. The study would have
been more complete if the policies of al theae States as regards the use Of
nuclear wegpons had been examined.

13. Considerable attention {g given to measures to promote international peace and
security. First among those comes the atrenqthening of the role of the United
Nations for international peace and secu:ity. The dudy underscores the importance
of observance of the Charter of the United Nations. I|f the fundamental ruler of
the Charter were upheld by all members of the internationa community, it would
lead to a drastic improvement of the security of individual countries and
improvements of the international situation. The etudy ® mpharioor that the role of
the United Nations in disarmament as well as in the peaceful settlement of disputer
should be strengthened. Third-party settlement of disputes is of particular value
for the protection of the security of weaker countries. The study identifies
prevent ive action by the United Nations as important for avert ing the oubreak of
hostilities. The study calls for improved capabilities for peace-keeping and
stresses the possible use of peace-keeping operations as a fire-break to preclude
the outbreak of armed conflict, The study furthermore underliner the value Of
regional approaches to peace and security, the imperative of strict observance by
all States of international conventions and covenant8 on human rights, and the
Urgent need to eliminate colonialism and the system of apartheid.

14. The Governmen of Sweden fully endorses these suggestions.
15. In reviewing the wvarious concepts of security and assessing the elements
required for global security, the Group of Governmental Experts appointed by the
Secretary-General shared the following common understandings for which the
Government of Sweden would 1ike to express its supportt

(a) A1l nations have the right to security;

(b) The yge of military force for purposes other than self-defence is not A
legitimate instrument of national policy,

(c) Security should he understood in comprehensive terme)
(d) Security is the concern of all national

(e) The world’'s diversitlies should not constitute obstacles to international
co-operation for peace and security;

(f) Disarmament and arms limitation is an important approach t. international
peace and security.

16. The review of prevailing security policies leads the Group of Experts to the

conclusion that nations should move towards common secuirity. Action8 in the
following four main areas are accorded particular importance:

/OOI



A 41/ 471
Engli sh
Page 22

(a) Renewed efforts in the field of disarmanent to reduce the risk of war, in
particular nuclear war;

(b} Mintenance of the rule of law in international relations through the

strict observance of the Charter of the United Nations and effective application of
the collective security concept;

(c) Decolonization and elimnation of apartheid,
{d) Political and economc co-operation for security and devel opment.

17. To sum up, the Covernment of Sweden would |ike particularly to underscore the
following five points.

(a) The study rightly interprets the concept of security in broad terms,
enconpassing social and econonic as well as political and mlitary issues while

recogni sing the significance of both the North-South and the East-Wst dinension of
international security.

{b) The study rightly underlines the urgency of strengthening the role of the
United MNations for international peace and security, thus, in the opinion of the
Swedi sh  Government, corroborati ng the reasoni ng behind the consistent and
unequi vocal support for the world organisation of a large number of States. The
Governnent of Sweden would in this context specifically like to refer the
Secretary-CGeneral to the letter dated 10 June 1983 from the representatives of
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden to the United Nations stating the

views of the five Nordic Governnents on the strengthening of the United Nations
(A/38/271).

{c) The study rightly enphasizes the extrene vulnerability and acute security
problens facing a nunber of small States and recommends that the United Nations
shoul d organize a special study on he security problens of smal, States.

(d) The study also rightly accords the nuclear threat a dominant role in its
analysis of international security, reiterating that mankind is today confronted
with an unprecedented threat of self-extinction arising from the nassive
accumul ation of the most destructive weapons ever produced.

(e) Finally, the Government of Sweden considers that the study has given
international recognition and made a fruitful contribution to the further
devel opment of the concept of common security.

18.  The quest for security is common to all nations. In today's world, security
must, however, increasingly be sought by the international community across

political and mlitary affiliations. Security in the nuclear age has global
di mensi ons.

19. The concept of common security is an attenpt to accommodate the requirenents
and chal l enges posed by the nuclear age in a form which, at the sametime, takes

into account the legitimate security needs of every nation. It is of particular
importance that it is applied by the two nmajor nuclear-weapon States.
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20. Along with their conflicting interests, t h e opposing great-Power alliarces, as
Well as political adversaries elsewhere, also have interests in common. The
overriding common interest is to avoid » war that would threaten the very existence

of mankind.



