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I. INTRODUCTION

1 . On 12 December 1985, the General Assembly adopted resolution 40/94 E, the
operative paragraphs of which, inter alia, read as follows:

"The General Assembly,

I
..I

"1. Takes note of the comprehensive study on concepts of security
contained in the report of the Secretary-Generals

“2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General and to the Group
of Governmental Experts to Carry Out a Comprehensive Study of Concepts of
Security, who assisted him in preparation of the study;

“3. Commends the study and its conclusions to the attention of all
Member States;

“4. Invites all Member States to inform the Secretary-General, no later
than 30 April 1986, of their views regarding the study;

“6. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare for the General Assembly
at its forty-first session a report containing the views of Member States
received regarding the study.*

2. Pursuant to the above request, the Secretary-General has to date received
replies from Austria, Bulgaria, China, Denmark, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Poland and Sweden, informing him of their views
regarding the study (A/40/553, annex). These replies are contained in section XI
below. Other tepliea will be issued as addenda.

II. REPLIES RECEIVED FROM GOVERNMENTS

AUSTRIA

[Original: English1

fS May 19861

1. Austria t which had voted in favour of resolution 38/188 H of 20 December 1983,
by which the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to carry out a study #
of concepts of security, welcomes the fact that resolution 40/94 E was adopted by
consensus. This seems all the more significant as the subject of “security” is not
easy to address, as it has to be measured in relative rather than absolute terms.
Austria subscribes to the notion expressed in the introduction to the study

/ .I.
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(A/40/S53,  annex) that “international security is the result and the sum of the
security  of each and every State member of the international dommunity* a.ti  that
"international security cannot be reached without full international co-operation”.

2 . The overview of the security concepts outlined in chapter IX provides w&luable
information on the various concepts and approaches through which States have in the
past attempted ta  maximize their national security, by setting them in context with
issues of international security.

3. Austria, which on 26 October 1955 declared its permanent neutrality,
appreciates the inclusion of several paragraphs devoted to neutrality, Austria
fully shares the conclusion that “because of their independence from military
alliances neutral States have been able to contribute substantially to reducing
international tensions and antagonisms in their regions and on a larger scale-
(ibid., para. 42), and takes note of the positive views expressed on neutrality.
Austria, which serves as venue for international conferences and negotiations on a
wide range of issues including disarmament and international law, will later this
year host the follow-up conference of the Conference on Securllty  and Co-operation
in Europe. Austria has furthermore taken an active part in the peace-keeping
operations of the United Nations.

4. Without diminishing the importance of those chapters of the study which
describe present concepts of security, Austria noted with interest the Series Of
measures to promote international peace and security outlined in chapter IV.
Austria agrees that promotion of international security requires the commitment and
active participation of all nations.

5. In the promotion of a co-operative approach to international peace and
security the strengthening of the role of the United Nations in this field is of
overriding importance. Austria has during the years submitted her views on how the
role of the United Nations and its various organs for the maintenance of
international peace and security could be strengthened.. On the occasion of the
I’-rtieth  anniversary of the signing of the Charter of the United Nations, the
1,  deral Chancellor of Austria together with the Heads of State and Heads of
Government of eight other Member States issued a joint appeal concerning the
strengthening of the United Nations (A/40/402), which called on the Security
Council to fully discharge its primary responsibility for the maintenance Of
international peace and security and strongly supported an active role of the
Secretary-General in the solution of international crises.

BULGARIA

(Original: French)

IlS May 19861

1 . The overall opinion of The People’s Republic of Bulgaria concerning the report
of the Secre?ary-General  (A/40/553) submitting the comprehensive study on concepts
of security is favourable. The study provides broad , substantive analyses of the

/ *..
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concepts and of the sources of the threat to security and makes recommendations for
the maintenance and strengthening of international peace and eecurity.

2. Bulgaria agreee  with most of the analyses, conclusionu  and recommendationa
contained in the study. It supports the opinion that security should be studied in
the  context of the growing interdependence of political, military, economic and
social  factors . I t  bel ieves that ,  ur.der  present  c ircumstances,  the  cons iderat ion
of any concept of security, the definition of any pragmatic national policy must be
based on the realities of our nuclear age. The most serious and the imminent
danger for the security of every country and of the international community a8  a
whole is that poaed by the threat of nuclear war and the pursuit of the arms race.
The aspirations of certain imperialist circles to military supremacy and the
“position-of-strength” policy that they apply throughout the world have  resulted in
the cre&tion of a nuclear potenti- several t imes greater than that needed to
destroy all  mankind, in an unprecedented escalation of the arms race in all areas,
with the risk which that entails today of extending into outer space. This policy,
formulated under the  pretext of i ts necessity for maintaining national security,
has, as never before, brouqht humanity face to face with the threat of nuclear
disas ter  and oelf-desttuction.

3. Bulgaria considers that the greatest value of this study l ies in the fact that
i t  takes that  reali ty inta considerat ion , using it  as a basis for establishing
several fundamental conclusions and recommendations to which all States must accord
the utmost attention.

4. It must be emphasised, above  all, that nuclear war can never be a means to the
attainment of rational epla,  whatever  they may be. In such a war, there will he n o
winners, only losers. No country could remain immune from its devastat ing
consequences. It  is absurd to think that national security could be safeguarded by
the stockpil ing and further improvement  of nuclear and other weapons,  the threat  of
a first  nuclear str ike or t h e o r i e s  of “l imited” or  “protracted” warfare.  Nor can
it he safeguarded by new solutions based on military technology, whatever they may
be. Tho interrelationship between national security and international security is
now obvious. A policy aimed at insuring the  national security of one country by
defendfng Ita national intereclts to  t h e  detriment of the security of o t h e r
countries is incompatible with international eecurity and might have harmful
tonsequences  e v e n  for t h e  countries that apply i t .

5. Bulgaria fully agrees that  the realities of our t ime are  such  that  they
require  the adoption of a new approach to security issues. This approach must be
based  on the concept that national and international security can be achieved only
through the co-operation and joint efforts of States directed towards maintaining
peace, preventing nuclear war and halting the  arms race,  and developing their
relations in the spirit of peaceful  coexistence and ddtente  in order to create a
global security system encompassing all areas of international relationa.
Political,  ideological, economic, or other differences cannot,  indeed, must not
hinder the attainment of shis goal.

6. Bulgaria is also of the opinion that, in the present Atate of affairs, in
order to strengthen national and international security, it is of the utmost
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importance to adopt and implement urgent practical measures to halt the arms race
and achieve disarmament. The emphasis placed on this idea in the study, both in
the general approach and in the practical measures, is a positive factor which
calls for special mention. The paramount importance of disarmament is due not only
to the fact that the immediate goal is to reduce the military danger but also to
other factors of an economic, political and social nature bearing on national and
international Security. In that regard, it suffices to mention the heightened
tension  in international relations and the profound contradiction between the vast
material and human resources expended for destructive purposes and the serious
economic, social and other problems confronting humanity.

7 ‘ Bulgaria is pleased to note that the general approach to issues relating to
the prevention of nuclear war, the halting of the arms race, disarmament, and a
number of practical measures formulated in the study basically coincide with the
positions and concrete proposals of the socialist countries, including Bulgaria.

8 . The efforts and co-operation of all States are necessary to achieve
disarmament objectives, Zt is high time to extricate the current negotiations from
the extremely adverse state of stagnation which they have reached and to give them
a practical orientation with a view to reaching concrete international agreements.
It is currently of vital importance to enhance the effectiveness of forums dealing
with disarmament. States must participate in negotiations , whether bilateral or
multilateral, in a spirit of good will and be willing to reach mutually acceptable
agreements. It is unacceptable for negotiations to be used as a cover for
implementing military programmes aimed at achieving military supremacy.

9. Like the majority of the wdrld’s  countries, Bulgaria believes that major
efforts should today be channelled towards the prevention of an arms race in Outer
space, the halting of the nuclear-arms race and a drastic reduction in nuclear
weapons. Most efforts made to strengthen international security and reduce the
threat of nuclear war are focused on the prevention of the proliferation of nuclear
weapons. A direct reply to the question how  to think and act and what crucial
measures must be taken to strengthen international peace and security is to be
found in the concrete and realistic programme contained in Mikhail Gorbachev’s
statement, Of 19 January 1986, on the complete elimination of weapons of mass
destruction, and above all nuclear weapons, throughout the world by the end of this
century. The implementation of this pragramme  would meet the vital interests not
only Of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America
but Of all the peoples of the world, and would be a great historic step towards a
world without war and without weapons. It i s , inter alia, in the implementation of
this programme that the States for which it is particularly intended must show
their willingness and readiness to co-operate constructively on behalf of peace and
security. Deep disappointment was felt, and serious concern was aroused by the
fact that the United States lacked the political will for such co-operation and the
spirit of co-operation needed to join the moratorium on nuclear explosions, which
the Soviet Union had for long been pursuing on a unilateral basis. A moratorium
was the chance to pave the way towards the speedy drafting of a comprehensive
international agreement on the key problem of international security.

10. The sOcialist  countries have, on several occasions, demonstrated in practice
their willingness to co-operate with all peace-loving countries and forces for the

/
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etrengthening  of international p e a c e  and security. This is evidenced by their
n u m e r o u s  initiatives and proposals, C,he  unilateral steps  t h e y  are  t a k i n g ,  t h e i r
active  and constructive participation i n  negot ia t ion8  on disarmament and security,
and their readiness to study and approve any propcsal conducive to the
strengthening of internaticnal  peace and securi ty .

11. Desiring t3 m a k e  its  o w n  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the strengthening of peace and
eecurity in the Balkans and in the world, Rulqaria haa  worked unremitt:ngly for t h e
implementation of the initiative t o  m a k e  t h e  B a l k a n s  a nuclear-weapon-free z o n e .  A
propcsal was made at t h e  Thirteenth Congress of t h e  Bulgarian Communist Party tha t
Governments of the Balkan countries should sign unilateral fltatementn  n o t  t o  AeplOY
nuclear  weapons in their  respective terr i tories, not  to supplement thoee  a l r e a d y
deployed and to reduce exirnting  stockpiles. In the j o i n t  Rulqnrian-Romanian
declarat ion (see A/41/67)  an appeal  was launched for  t h e  oatablishment  ;’ the
Balkans aa a chemical-weapon-free z o n e . The implementation of that proposal would
have resulted in the speedier conclusion of an international c o n v e n t i o n  o n  t h e
prohibition of chemical w e a p o n s . For i ts  p a r t ,  Bulgaria is Rreparud  to review w i t h
t h e  other Balkan countries all  the details  of thone initiatives at a n y  t i m e  and a t
any level. Bulgaria had proposed the conclusion with all t h e  other Balkan
countries of bilateral  agreements containing a code of good-;>eighbourliness,  and l

t h a t  propoeal  i s  s t i l l  v a l i d . A first  s tep in compliance w i t h  t h e  Relsinki Final
Act might be the conclusion  of bilateral aqreemontR  o n  t h e  non-uas  of force and t h e
peaceful settlement of dispute8  t h a t  t h r e a t e n  p e a c e  Psnd  necurity  in t h e  region.

12. Bulgaria agrees  on the whole with t h e  analysee, concrete  proposals  for  act ion,
conclusions and recommendations in the study concerning other factor8 relating to
national and international Bt7curity. In this  regard, w e  a g r e e  t h a t  peace is
indivieible and that ,  given the tense situation at the preaent t ime,  any  loca l
conflict  might develop into a broader confrontation,  or even a global o n o .  In
order to remove this threat, it is imperative to put an end to the imperieliet
policy of force and interference i n  t h e  internal affaire o f  o t h e r  countr ies ,  s top
acta  o f  aggreesion, reeolve  conflicts and disputes b e t w e e n  S t a t e n  by peaceful meanR
and fully respect the  right of every people to be maetar of ito Aesttny. It ie
imperative to eradicate the last  vest iges of coloniali.sm,  eradica te  t h e  odiOUB
eyetem of apartheid_ and racial disarmament, put an end to t h e  policv  of
neo-colonialism i n  all its forma, rscognizo  the peoplat’  right to i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d
social progreee and prohibit b r u t a l  a n d  maandve  viotationn  o f  h u m a n  riqhtn.

13. Like the o t h e r  s o c i a l i s t  countries, Bulgaria considere  t h n t  t h e  ie~ues  of
safeguarding international peace and security, halting the arms r a c e  and bringing
about  disarmament are clossly linked to t h e  solutitin of  other  ylobal  problemR
confronting mankind, namely, making up for e c o n o m i c  backwerdnees, eliminating
hunger, poverty, opidemice and illiteracy from t h e  larga areaa where t h e y  are
r a m p a n t ,  m e e t i n g  m a n k i n d ’ s  growing needs  for energy sourcea and food, protecting
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  ueing the oceans and outer space for peaceful purposes.
Inevitably, if t h e s e  problem6  are  not  solved throuqh the joint efforts of the
international communi ty ,  they  will worsen, a n d  n e w  Bources  of international t e n s i o n
will emerge. The sine qua non for solving t h e s e  problems is t h e  halting  of t h e
arms race, the considerable reduction of the mili tary expenditure8  of St&es,
particularly those having large military capabilities, the uee of  a  par t  of  t h e

/ . . .



A/41/471
Enqlish
Page  7

romurce6  thua released to eolva t h e  e c o n o m i c  and ~0cis1 problem8  of developing
countr  tee. It  is  abeolutely e s s e n t i a l  t o  realize t h a t  i t  will b e  impoeeible  to
establish an equitable economic order in t h e  world unleen preparations for w a r  are
ended.

14. Rulqaria  alao  s u p p o r t s  t h e  opinion tha t  it ia necessary to normalize
international relations i n  t h e  e c o n o m i c , scientific and technological  area8t  to
eliminate artif icial  obatacies and discriminatory reetrictione of a n y  kind a n d  t o
consider confidence-huildinq meagutes in economic relctlons,  with a view t0 placing
all international economic relatione o n  a fair  and democrat ic  hasi8, establirhing a
new international economic order , a n d  eliminating underdevelopment. The external
debt  problem of  t h e  developinq c o u n t r i e s  calls for a n  urgent solution, a8 it ie one
of t h e  gravest c o n s e q u e n c e a  of colon ia l ism and neo-colonialism and currently a
factor contributing t o  the deteriorat ion of  t h e  international situation.

15. While stressing its generally poeitive a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  study, Bulgaria
be1 ievea,  howevet, that  i t  contains some inaccuracies a n d  lacunae.

16. A more thorough and objective analysis of t h e  actual  policy of  States would
brinq out the poait ive and  c o n e t t u c t i v e  nature  o f  t h e  socialist  countries’ policy
on t h e  issuea  of p e a c e  and security. Thus, i t  would be poeaible  to  c lari fy  Certain
general position8 and thaoretical  c o n c l u s i o n s  w h i c h  give t h e  false impression that
the USSR and the United Stateu,  the Wareaw Treaty countribs and the NATO COUnttie
share equal reepanaibility for the threat  currently hanging over international
peace and securi ty and,  in part icular , t h e  tenaion in international relations, the
qrOWinq  threat of nuclear war, the pursuit of the armo  r a c e ,  t h e  l a c k  of p r o g r e s s
in disarmament negotiations,  etc. The cauaea for the  present  s ta te  of  affair8 are
to be found in the imperialist countries’ policies of militarism and expansionism,
which are reflected in the doctrine o f  nea-qlobaliem. In this reqard, reference
might  be made to paragraph 19 o f  t h e  e”,u’ly,  in w h i c h  it ie Atated,  inter alia,  t h a t
t h e  roots  of tne arms race  are ,  to  a  large extent , to b e  found in  political and
BWio-economic  differences between the two groups of  S ta tes . Thie is a rather
general atatcrment, without any el.ahoration.

17. A mote careful analyeie would h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a n
approximate military-strategic parity b e t w e e n  the USSH  and t h e  United Stat-e, and
between the Warsaw Treaty countries and the NATO countries, at a n  e v e r  lower level
of armamel  TV, objectively contribute6 to the eafequardinq of international peace
and Becur  i ty . Facts prove tha t  such  parity n o w  exists in  Europe as well aa  c n  a
global  ecale, with teqnrd to both nuclear  and conventional weapons. However ,
Faraqraph 174  as  worded might be interpreted aA  meaning t h a t  s u c h  parity does n o t
exist in Europe. F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  ei ther  the paragraph ie impraciee,  or  the  idea@
are poorly  expreesed. With regard to pari ty, Bulqaria cons iders  that only strict
respect  for the principles of equali ty and equal s e c u r i t y  offera the poeeibility  O f
reaching  mutually acceptable agreements in the area of disarmament tha t  would serve
the interests of all  the countries of the world.

18. Bulgaria in of the opinion that this study could also address  o t h e r  v e r y
important iesuea  dlrect1.y linked to t h e  problem of qecurityt for example, the v e r y
pouitive role that  the ddtente  process  can play, the eeriouR threat  polled by

/ . . .
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revanchism and by cal ls  for a review of the frontiers and eocio-political
s t r u c t u r e s  of E u r o p e a n  States and for a crusade against t h e  socialist c o u n t r i e s ,
t h e  role of t h e  military-industrial complex i n  escalating the arms racer  t h e
dangerous n a t u r e  of policies of s t a t e  terrorism, t h e  inadmissible fact that some
countries consider e n t i r e  regions of the world as their vital i n t e r e s t  z o n e s ,  t h e
need to find solutions to important problems such as the establishment of the
Indian Ocean as a zone of peace, and wntrollinq  the naval-arms race. Yhe s tudy
could also pay greater  at tent ion to t h e  positive role played by world opinion in
Support  of  internat ional  peace and s e c u r i t y ,  and in part icular ,  the importance of
the World Disarmament Campaign.

C H I N A

[Oriqinalr C h i n e s e ]

(15  May 19861

1.  . The C h i n e s e  Government welcomes t h e  study o n  concepts of security (A/40/553,
a n n e x )  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  t h e  Secretary-General w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of a group of
experts in  accordance wi th  General Assembly  resolution 38/188  H of
29  December  1986, and expresses its sat is fac t ion  at t h e  adoption by the  Assembly  a t
i ts fortieth s e s s i o n  of resolution 40/94  E, enti t led “Comprehensive study of
concepts of  securi ty”. The m a i n t e n a n c e  of world peace and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y
are major o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  C h i n e s e  Government:‘a  foreign policy. The Chinese
Government supports efforts w h i c h  foster t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  of these objectives.

2. The Chinese Government has consistently held t h e  v i e w  t h a t  strict adherence to
t h e  principle of peaceful  coexistence in relat ions between States is  a n  effective
m e a n s  of strengthening international security. The study by the Group of
Governmental Experts rightly pa in ts  out that “international security and confidence
between nations c a n  b e  promoted on the basis of the principles expressed i n  the
concept of peaceful c o e x i s t e n c e . The concept of peaceful c o e x i s t e n c e  is applicable
n o t  o n l y  b e t w e e n  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  differing social sys tems  bu t  also b e t w e e n  c o u n t r i e s
sharing t h e  s a m e  social system. W h e n  t h i s  c o n c e p t  is violated, even nations of
similar social system m a y  find themselves in sharp conflict. The urgency of
applying t h e  concept of peaceful c o e x i s t e n c e  h a s  rarely heen  qreater”  ( ib id. ,
para.  205). The Chinese Government hopes that this argument will be qi=nsrious
considerat ion b y  all Sta tes .

3. Currently, the international s i t u a t i o n  remains turbulent a n d  unsett led.
Threats to global  p e a c e  and security derive chiefly from t h e  super-Powers’ arms
race and global scrambling. We should remain alert to dangers t h a t  c a n  lead to a
world war. However , b e c a u s e  of t h e  demand for p e a c e ,  a n t i - w a r  forces are
c o n s t a n t l y  qrowinql as long a s  the peoples of al l  nations st t ive together
unremittingly,  world peace and security can be maintained. Every means of endinq
the arms race and rivalry b e t w e e n  the super-Powers must be used and international
t e n s i o n  alleviated as a matter of urgency.

4. China opposes t h e  arms  race and advocates a qeneral prohibition and the
complete destruction of nuclear weapons. The Chinese Government believes that the
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two super-Powers h a v e  a  primary and special responRibllity f o r  achlevlng nuclear
disarmament and that they should b e  t h e  f i r s t  to Larry o u t  a largo-scale reduction
of nuclear weapons, t h e r e b y  creating t h e  conditions for nuclear disarmament by all
nuclear Sta tes , This ahould b e  accompanied b y  t h e  haltjng of t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  the
arms race i n t o  o u t e r  space, the general p r o h i b i t i o n  a n d  complete destruction of
chemical weapons and a large-scale reduction o f  c o n v e n t i o n  w e a p o n s .

5. World peace a n d  s e c u r i t y  are closely related to national security. vi ewea
from this  perspective, t h e  v i o l a t i o n  of a  State’s independence and sovereignty
constitutes a  threat to world p e a c e . The C h i n e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  has consistently held
that disarmament is n o t  t h e  o n l y  i s s u e  involved i n  t h e  alleviation of tension; tha
e l im ina t ion  of regional conflict8 ia also a n  important c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Thus, the
principle t h a t  all  countries are equal,  regardless of size,  should be str ict ly
respected in international relations! n o  pretext may be used to carry o u t  a c t s  o f
aggression or e x p a n s i o n , to invade or occupy a n o t h e r  state’s  territory, to
interfere in the internal  affairs  of another State,  or  violate another State’s
sovereignty. This c a n  only he bc leficial for t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  world peace and
secur i ty .

6. Peace and security are closely related to development. Peace it3  an erlsentiol
condition for development , and the economic dovelopment of t h e  developinq countria!q
and improved relat.ions b e t w e e n  North and S o u t h  a r e  impor tan t  factors In the
maintenance of peace. The Chinese Government supports the just position of the
developing c o u n t r i e s , w h i c h  for t h e  past several years h a v e  b e e n  calling f o r  a  n e w
international e c o n o m i c  order , and h o p e s  that the developed countries  will adopt a
far-sighted attitud. of  posi t ive co-operat ion, h e l p  solve t h e  u r g e n t  problemfi
facing t h e  developing c o u n t r i e s  and promote North-South  dialogue and c o - o p e r a t i o n
f o r  t h e  common development of the e c o n o m i e s  of all countries, t h e r e b y  c o n t r i b u t i n g
to the maintenance of world peace and security.

DENMARK

!Or iginal t Flngl iRh1

111 June 19861

1. Denmark voted in favour of General Assembly resolution M/188  H of
20 December 1983, in which  the Assembly requested the Secretary-General, with t h e
a s s i s t a n c e  of qualified governmental experts, to carry out a comprehensive study of
concepts of secur i ty , and t h e  Danish  Government has  w i th  interest t a k e n  n o t e  o f  t h e
study of the Group of Experts (A/40/553, annex) .

2, The study rightfully s t a t e s  t h a t  c o n c e p t s  o f  s e c u r i t y  a r e  t h e  diffrbrent  basen
o n  which  States and the international communi ty  as  a  whole rely for the i r
security. Understandably, a d i s c u s s i o n  t h e r e o f  involves not  on ly  impor tant . ,  hilt
also s e n s i t i v e  political i s s u e s . Denmark  agreeo to t h e  GroupIn  n o t i o n  t h a t  the
controversial c h a r a c t e r  of the issue in n o  way should prevent the States f r o m
participating i n  a discussion thereof. By addressing t h e  bsflic  concepts and
policies of security the study has contributed t o  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  discussion within
t h e  United N a t i o n s  on all aspects  relatinq to security.

/ . . .
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3 . Denmark welcomes the fact that the Group of Experts has generally sh,*rsd  the
following common understanding, which should & shared by all nations:

(a) All States have , regardless of size, geographic location, social system,
politi.al or ideological belief, or level of development, a legitimate right to
sscurityr

(b)  The use of military force for purposes other than self-defence is not a
legitimate instrument of national policy?

(c) Security should be understood in comprehensive terms, and it is essential
to address underlying political , social and economic problems;

(d) Security is the  concern cf all nations, and all nations have the right
and duty to participate in the  search for constructive solutions to security1

(e) The world’s diversities should not constitute obcctacles to international
co-operation for pecce and security. The common interest in surviiral  must
transcend differences in ideology, political institutions and socio-economic
systems. (Ths  study rightfully points out that ideological differences should n o t
be transferred to in’&r-State relaticns,  and that there is a need for
self-restraint on the  part of the  Sttites  involved. Full respect for this
observation and thereby for the FF’ .ple  of non-intervention should be an integral
alemcqt  of the concept of peacefur coexistence. Otherwise no credibility can be
at’zachcd  to that concept) D

(-1  Disarmament and arms limitation is an important approach to international
peace and security.

4. As a general observation Denmark regards it to be of particular importance
that the study recommends maintenance of the rule of law in international relations
through ti-e strict observance of the Charter of the United Nations and effective
application of t.1 collective security concept. As stated  by the Group of Experts,
c¶isregard  for international law and reliance on force for resolving disputes is
dangerous and offers ;10 prospect of finding lasting solutions to the problem of
internat  ional security. Steps should be taken to strengthen the effectiveness of
the United Nations and to improve its possibilities to fulfil its fundamental task
Of maintaining international peace and security in accordance with the Charter. To
that a&nd,  it is commendable that the study rather than suggesting new Snstitutional
arrangements recommends a strengthening of existing United Nations institutions, in
particular the Security CounLil. As a member of the Security Council, Denmark is
at present actively participating in the  current efforts to secure regular informal
discussions in the Council. on the international situation in an effort to enhance
the role of the Council in the exercise of preventive diplomacy through the
establishment of an “early warning system”.

5. In the view of the Dani*;h  Government, United Nations studies in the field of
disarmamen can serve a useful purqosc  provided they deal with their subject in an
objective and balanced manner, and that the differing views are carefully reflected
and taken into consideration. In this connection Denmark wishes to make the
following observations t

/a..
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(a) As reducing and removing the threat  of nuclear war is  the most  acute and
urgent task of the  present day, t h e  priority objective,  *kf  a l l -States  should b e  t h e
prevention of any war at any level of hostility, thus precluding the use of nuclear
weapons t

(b)  In their  efforts to prevent armed conflicts in any form, States may
legitimately take measures necessary to rostrain, or in other words deter,
initiation of, or peraiste.ne  in a n  armed attack1

(cl In order to prevent the  outbreak  of war and safeguard peace?  defence
efforts must be complemented by pursuing a policy of dialogue to promote
understanding and comprehensive co-operation especially with regard to arms control
and disarmament. Inteinational security would be considerably enhanced by
increased internat ional  co-operat ion, not only in the economic fiald, but also in
many other areas, such as co-operation based on the broad exchange of ideas,
culture, science, information and contacts at all levels. Any comprehensive
\ncePt of security or any attempt to address the question of how to improve the

current international situation should adequately consider these questions and
other questions having an impact .,n  international security, for example, human
rights and confidence-building measures)

(d) The outlawing of nuclear weapons as suggested in paragraph 217 of the
study is a narrows  unrealistic approach under  prev tiling circumstances. Arms
limitations a n d  reduct ions and t h e i r  wentual elimination - b o t h  nuclear a n d
convent ional - m u s t  be considered in  a n  overall military and political context1

(e)  As to applicat ion of t h e  various concept&, tarti o>jectSve  of which is to
safeguard  peace ,  t h e  actual polit ical  performance of Ctates  is the yardetick. The
willingness on the  part of States to openness and transparency in the  military
field as well as to accepting the necessary measures of verification is Of
paramount importance.

GZRMANY,  FEDERAL REPUBLiC  OF

(Original8  Enqliah]

(30 April 19961

1. The Government of the  F’egleral  Republic of Germany welcomes the  fact that the
conclusions and recommendations of the  United Nations study on concepts of security
underscore essential  elements of tht?  basic convict ion shared by  all  States:

(a) The right of all nations to security;

(b) The prohibition of all  kinds of force)

(c) The need to view security as a complex concept;

(d) The right and d u t y  o f  all State- to part icf-•“e in t h e  q u e s t  for
constructive solutions in the  field of securi.ty,

/ . . .
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(e) The need for  co-operat ion despite  enduring differenceat

(f) The central importance of arms control and disarmament.

2. This conviction restn on the growing awareness of the international community
tha t ,  in  th is  age  of nuclear  w e a p o n s , . war can no longer serve a8  a means of
conducting international politics, that in this interdependent world endeavours C,o
secure o n e ’ s  o w n  s e c u r i t y  m u s t  n o t  b e  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  military
efforts must  be governed by the criterion of legitimate defence, a n d  t h a t
a u t o n o m o u s  defence activities must  b e  oupplemanted  by extencrivc!  c o - o p e r a t i v e
solutions.

3. In the opinion of t h e  Government of t h e  Federal Republic of Germany, it is
essential tha t  all m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  a s s u m e  responsibility for
world peace and strive jointly to find solutions to t h e  great. p r o b l e m s  concerning
secur i ty  in  th is  age.

4. The G o v e r n m e n t  of t h e  Federal Republic of Germany  has  therefore always
advocated t h a t  a n  o b j e c t i v e  and conetructive  dialogue he conducted on all security
issues, particularly w i t h i n  t h e  global framework afforded by  the  Un i ted  Nat ions .
O n e  of t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of such a dialogue m u s t  b e  to a c h i e v e  a  b e t t e r  understanding
of the different concepts of security of individual States or g r o u p s  of Sta tes .
United Nat ions studies c a n  m a k e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to this endeavour if they
present t h e  complex security problems in a n  o b j e c t i v e  and balanced manner and take
proper a c c o u n t  of the pos i t ions  of individual Member States.

5. Though the United Nations study o n  concepts of security contains a great deal
t o  w h i c h  the Government of the Federal Republic of GermAny  subscribes, it does n o t
fulfil t h e  foregoing criteria i n  important  respects . I t  iR p a r t i c u l a r l y
reqre t tabla  t h a t  t h e  central  objective of  the Western concept  of  securi ty,  namely,
the prevention of war I in not adequately t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  in the study,

6. The G o v e r n m e n t  of the Federal Republic of Germany would theref:ore  like to
emphasize  t h e  FolIowiny  w i t h o u t  sinqlinq  o u t  specific ntatementn  of the  s tudy .

(a) The overridinq qoal of the international communi ty  must  be  to  prevent
reliably any  k ind  o f  war, b e  i t  c o n v e n t i o n a l .  or nuclear. The hazards emenat  inq
from conventfonal  conflicta in  o u r  t,imc!  munt n o t  bc?  ignord.

( b )  The N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  alliance, which guarantees t h e  securi ty of  the States
uhited in it, does  not  threaten anyone and does  not  aspire to superiori ty. Its
military potent ial exclusively serves  Rtifenaive purposes . None of its weapons wi 1 L
ever  be used except in response to attack. The secur i ty  policy of  i ts  membered  in
consistent with the comprehensive ban on force enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations.

(cl L i k e  i t s  a l l i e s , the F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  of Gerr,;any  in c o n v i n c e d  t h a t
a u t o n o m o u s  defence efforts are n o t  sufficient for reliably prevent inq war and
effectively safeguarding peace. I t  therefore advocates  a  pol icy of  underatandlnq
and comprr?hewive  co-operation ,  especially i n  t h e  field of arms control and
disarmament. Arms control  and disarmament are an integral  part  of  the WaRt?rn
alliance’s security policy.

,’ .  .



A/41/471
Enql ish
Pap-  13

7. ‘Yhe  Federal Republic of Germany actively p u r s u e s  a policy of peace, Ita

erforts  a r e  directed  to;rsrds  a  s ta te  of lasting stability at t h e  lowest  possible
level o f  f o r c e s  and  armamor;ta.

8 . The Government of  t.he Fecleral  Republic of Germany believes that the actual
PIIcy  pursued  by Sta(.as  must  also oerve as t h e  yardstick for a n y  o t h e r  c o n c e p t s
aimed  at the safeguarding of peace. Declared goals must  coincide with t h e  a c t u a l
c o n d u c t  of S t a t e s  and ba reflected in  verjfiabl> facto. A n  impor tan t  touchstone oP
this is  readiness o n  t h e  par t  of  S ta tes f o r  greater o p e n n e s s  a n d  transparency in
t h e  military sphere. All States are called r p o n  to help achieve co-coerstive
nolut ions to secur i ty problems.

ME% ICO

[Original 8 Span ish ]

13  J u n e  19861

1. The Mexican Government considers tha t  the  study on concepts of security, like
t h e  o t h e r  studies c a r r i e d  o u t  u n d e r  t h e  auspicee  of the United Nat ions,  is  a  major
contribution to a  s u b j e c t  a s  complex an  tha t  of security.

2. Among the various important pointr,  made in this study, the Mexican Cfivccrnment
n o t e s  t h e  following s a l i e n t  o n e s :

(a) The study stresses t h e  threat t h a t  t h e  nuclear-arms race constitute8  for
all mankind, quoting from the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assemhly, t h e  firet special s e s s i o n  devoted to disarmament, rpqardinq  t h e
choice w:th  which mankind is now confronted: “Removinq the threat  of  a  world war  -
a nuclear war - ie  t h e  m o s t  acuts a n d  u r g e n t  t a e k  of the present. day. Mankind la
confronted wi th  a  choice: we must hal.t  the arms race and proceed to disarmament or
t’ace annihilation (resolution S-10/2,  para.  lb) 1

(b)  The study quite  riqhtly  points out that the nucl.ear-arms race conetltuten
the main threat to international security, since we now have a capehiltty r’or
aosured mutua l  destruction)

(C) It in a l s o  m a d e  clear  t h a t  preventing the outbreak of a nuclear war  Is 0
pre-condit ion for al l  t h e  effor ts  to  preserve t h e  securi ty  of  States ,  tiny other
at tempt i n  the international  sphere to avert  nuclear war  being pointless.
Likewise,  the study makes an important comment about the eEfects  of a nuclear
confrontation, stating that a nuclear war could never b e  limited a n d  could never ho
won) its consequences would n o t  affect t h e  nuclear adversaries alone, but would
jeopardize  t h e  11~s  of people everywhere and lead to  t h e  extinction of the h\lman
racet

(d) T h e  s t u d y  t h e r e f o r e  p o i n t s  o u t  tha t  t h e  nuclefir-we;*pon  State:;  por,.ciessin,.l
the largest  nuclear arsenals  are under a moral  obl  igntion tn reach concrete
agreements on revcr.sing the arms  race, which entlanqers not  on1.y  i n d i v i d u a l  g;\fb>ty

/ . . .



but that of tha wholo  world, Conaequontly tho qreat  Powers are no longer
rl?nponaible solely to their  own peopleHi)  they are not  roopone  .hle to all  countries
and all peoples  and cannot take it upon themselves to load mankind towards
extinction)

(0) On t.he basis  of  the  above obaarvat ions, the study correct ly pointn  o u t
that promoting international security requires the co-operation and active
participation o f  all n a t i o n e , h?ich r,ust move towards common security,

3. In the opinion of the Mexican Government, the comments on the mointonance of
international  peace and  security contained in the ctudy are sensible and well
foundedl thaso include:

(9) S t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  role of the United N a t i o n s .  Ae atatd  in ths Chartor,
the maintenance of international peace ond security is one OF  the  min  putpaes  of
the United Nations)

(b)  Observance of the Charter of the  United Nations. The basic principles
contairrod  in t h e  C h a r t e r  are not only legal rules and norms for international
conduct among Member States but are also recognized as principles of international
law a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  States1

(c) P u l l  utilization o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  collactivn a o c u r i t y  s y s t e m  o f  the Utritod
Net iona. This  machinery, iE better utilized, could greatly. improve international
perrccl  and  s0cur i ty .

4. Mexico welcomes the  conclusions of the study au they rolato to the measurea
which should be taken to achieve common security:

(a) Ronewod offorts ~II  the  field of disormamont to reduce  the risk of war,  in
ptirticulur n u c l e a r  war)

(b)  Maintononco  of t h e  rule of law i n  international ralatiorrfil  through the
strict obssrvancc of the  Charter of the Unitod Nations ard ef fect ive  nppl  ication  of
th(? c o l l e c t i v e  oocurity  concoptj

( c )  Docolonization  a n d  oliminotion  o f  apartheid1

(d)  Pollticcll and  economic  c o - o p e r a t i o n  for davelopmont  rind  Becur  ity.

NETHERLANDS

1. In the view  of the Nethorlandn, the study contained in the Iannex  to documr:  .~t:
A/40/553  ban R number of interesting things to say about the concept of securit.y,
;althouqh  i t  in t r u e  t h a t  t.ha s t u d y  a l s o  dleplaye clour signs o f  compromiocjs  h a v i n g

/ . . .
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baon  made,  which i~  hardly compatible with the intellectual riqour required of 4
Htutly  of recur  ity  concepte. The etudy rightly obeerves  tha t  #scurity  consirte not
only of a military component but 4140 of political, economic and bocial  onee. The
obnervat  ion that national and international Recur  ity are increasingly closely
linked, so that an era of global  interdependence is coming ever Clotaer, ia
just leied. This indeed underline8  the desirability of *a campreheneive  a n d
co-operative approach to international eecurfty”. Accordingly, the Netherlandr
together  w i t h  ite Weetetn  partnera, endeavour4 to eatabliah  4 broad disloque and to
get  n e g o t i a t i o n 4  u n d e r  way  with 4  view to finding ‘co-operative”  solutiona which
promote peace and @abut ity. Avoiding a world war ie certainly “the moat  acute 4rd
urqent tamk of the prcraent  day’,  aa paragraph 65 puts it. Such 4 war would
probably involve nuclear  wespona, and the consequence4 of their  use  could make
thsmeelvo?  felt world wide) t h e r e f o r e , 44 the study rightly emphaeiaee,  4 common
intereet of the world community irr at etake. Those  who would ouffer  most from the
u~je  of nuclear weapons are of couree  the oountrlaa  directly coucerned. They
themeelves  t h e r e f o r e  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  possible  intereet  in avoiding euch an
even tua l i t y . The prevention of war ie even more central to security policy of the
Netherlands and to the co-operation between the Netherlanda and other WeBtern
countriea  in  this  field t h a n  appearta from the study.

2. For thio  purpose there muet be 4 policy of dialogue and disarmament  through
ncqottation in t h e  E&et-Weet  context i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  a n
ndBqu~~te  deterrent and defence capability until. such t i m e  44 the results of
negotiations make it possible  to achieve reductional

3 . The fundamental idea of deterrence is that nuclear weapons create 4 nituetion
in  whtc I the potential advantages of aggreeoian  are by far outweighed by the
potentially dieaetroue  coneequencsr. Ae  the study obaarvee,  deterrence has kept
the peace, a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  bet=Weot  c o n t e x t ,  f o r  4 0  y e a r 4  n o w . However, the
current eyotem of mutual deterrence muet not be seen 8s an end in iteelf. T h e
maximum effort muet be made to bring about substantial reductions  in nuclear
weapon4  , The aim muet be to achieve 4 stable  equilibrium at the loweot poaaible
l@vuL  of armament. The concept of &ability  has  an important part to play in the
d istlrmament  proceee  envierged, Arm4 control and disarmament me44ure4  must  not in
any wcly endanger stability h u t  ehould on the contrary etrenqthen it. This means,
inter  n.lta,  tha t  the nuclear problem should  not b e  viewed in isolation. The- -
convention41 imbalance in Europe fe important in this  reepect. Nuclear deterrence
also  h e l p s  t o  prevent 4  c o n v e n t i o n a l  conflict (a p o i n t  w h i c h  ie  r e f e r r e d  t o  only
briefly in the study). Conventional war in Europe - 4 continent which h&Is  already
t?x)*ri@!ncc?d  t w o  such conflicts thie  c e n t u r y  - muet  n o t  be allowed to b e c o m e
thinkable again. This too is  a n  i n t e r e s t .  w h i c h  i n  fact has  impl ica t ion4  for
c o u n t r i e s  outeide  Europe iteelf. Partly ln t h e  light of this, the  Netherlands
attaches qreat  i m p o r t a n c e  n o t  only to t h e  crucial bilateral negotiation6 b e t w e e n
the  Un i ted  State8  and t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a t  Geneva i n  t h e  nuclclar  field b u t  4140  to
nwptiatione aimed at establishing 4  stable c o n v e n t i o n a l  balance in Europe.

4. T h e  utudy  r ight ly  emphaeizes  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e “maintenance of the rule of
law in international relation8  t h r o u q h  t h e  strict  observance  of the Charter of ths
United N a t i o n s  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  collective secur i ty  concept”. As a
co-founder of! the United Nations, t h e  Netherland  ha4  always advocated the
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oatabliRhnr0nt 0P  a n  affoctivo world legal or&r. The required instrument8 of
international law a n d  t h a  noceanary  inatttutions already exist  to a very large
extent, b u t  t h e  Problem in t h e  failure to m a k e  proper usa  of t h e m , An the study
notes, “If t h e  corresponding proviniona of t h e  Charter were strictly obeerved  this
would lead to a  drastic improvcmcnt.  of t h e  international s i t u a t i o n ” .

5. To eupplement the United Nat ions collective security syntem,  agreements have
b e e n  m a d e  w i t h i n  t h e  framework 9f  the Conference o n  Security a n d  Co-operation in
El1 rope  . I n  t h e  Helsinki  Final A c t  and  in other document%,  obligations deriving
f r o m  t h e  C h a r t e r  of the United Notiona, such  as  t h e  obligation to refrain fpom t h e
UBC  or  threat  of  force ,  anti, t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  relating to t h e  peaceful  Hettlomont o f
d iRputea, non-agreasion and non-intervent it>n were reaf f irmsd. *i;le obligation t o
roapect h u m a n  rightn WIR  likewiee  reaffirmed; a n  ionue which ,  88  the study  rightly
notes,  a l s o  effecto Lnternfltional  s e c u r i t y . Regular consultations a r e  held with in
the framework of t h e  Conference o n  t h e  o b s e r v a n c e  of t h e  aforement!onod  general
princip\.es,  a n d  concre te  agreementA  a re  aought with a view to improving the
a i t u a t i o n .

6. The secur i ty  of very amall States can indeed be 4 problem under certain
circumstances. Hero too, reqiollal  organisations c a n  play a  par t  in rlaaition  to  t h e
United Nations. I t  ehould  alno b e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  preserving an equilibrium between
t h e  two major power bloco in itoelf contributoR  indi:ectly to the  secur i ty  of
nmaLler  Sta ten ,  particulnrly if one considers  the possible conaaquencea  f o r  t h e
eecurity of third countrioo  wore thorcr  t o  be  n o  s u c h  equilibrium.

N O R W A Y

[Origino’lr  English1

(6 J u n o  19861

1. The study on concepto  of aecur!ty  (A/40/553,  annex) ,  prepared by a group of
clovornmental  exports, hnn  pointed t o  B n u m b e r  of fundamental challenges to b o t h
natconal  and tntarnat  tonal f;ocurity.

2. B a s i c a l l y , the ntudy  hao Eocusod o n  global  interdependence and diclcuseed  the
i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  i n c r e a s e d  Interdcpendance  Par qlobal  s e c u r i t y . The study
underacoren the ncc?d for <,I comprehennivs approach when d i s c u s s i n g  interdependence
alno from the Point of view  of s@curi ty. Norway agrees tha t .  3 comprehensive
npprc>ach  to s(!cu  r i ty , rc?c!cxlnizing  the growing i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,
mtlitary,  economic, r,rx:lal.  and  technological. Factors, Ima b e c o m e  essential .  To
thene elementA  o f  interdcpendenco  nhouId  b e  added,  i n  o u r  v i e w ,  alao  t h e  n e e d  t o
engupc)  t h o  ntrict  obnorvancc~ by i l l .1 Staten  o f  h u m a n  r i g h t s  and fundamental freedoms.

3. T h e  Unitw’i  Nationci  ~xp(~rt  st.udy  corroct1.y  draws our  at tent ion to  tile roo ts  o f
intprnationnl  teneions  antI C\ntaqonism  tha t  give rise  to an arm8  b u i l d u p  i n  b o t h
nuclear and conventional corms. In our view, CQ  bet ter  understanding of t h e  various
c o n c e p t s  o f  aecurit,y  munt.  be b a s e d  on t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s e c u r i t y  need8 fncinq various
statc?s.
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4. In examining the various concepts of security, a useful  point  of  departure
must be the realization that, in the  nuclear age, it is not possible for nations to
obtain security through measures undertaken at the ertpeneo  of others. Norway thus
f inds herself in agreement with the study when it  states that “the use of military
force for purposes other  than self-defence is not a legitimate instrument Of
net iona:  pal icy”. An effective security policy cannot depend exclusively upon
military defence, b u t  should also include efforts to contribute t o  enhanced
stability in international relations through measures aimed at arma control and
diaarmament. The latter form an integral part of Norweqian security policy~

5. I n  shaping i ts  security policy,  Norway h a s ,  together  with its allies, souqht
to underline this dual approach to the concept of security. C3n t h e  o n e  hand, a
level of military force consietent  w i t h  t h e  r iqht  to self-defence m u s t  b e
maintainea. On the other hand, active efforts must be undertaken to ensure
peaceful solution o f  conflicts a n d  mutual arma l i m i t a t i o n s  and reducticrs,
including increased confidence *mong States.

6. Even though arm8 control and disarmament may not  remove under!yLnq political
problems, they would appear to be an important contribution towards enhanced
s t a b i l i t y  and predictabil i ty i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  affairs, Norway thus associates
itself with the understanding in the study that “,!isarnlament a n d  arms limitation is
an important approach to international peace and security”,

7. Norway agrees with the recommendation contained in t h e  study callinq for
‘renewed  efforts i n  t h e  field o f  d i s a r m a m e n t  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  riBks  of  war ,  in
particular ,>uclear  war”.  E f f o r t s  i n  bilateral ,  r e g i o n a l  and qloba:  negotiating
forums should be  expedited with a view to achieving early and concrete  results.
However , it ahould also be emphasized t h a t  t h e  t h r e a t  posed by nuclear weapons
Should  be viewed in t h e  context  o f  preventing the use of  force in general, fn this
respect, the question of stability in t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  field must  be  stressed.
Hence, there is a clear link between nuclear  and conventl~~nal  a rms  con t ro l  and
disarmament. In our efforts to oeek  e n h a n c e d  smcurity,  t h e r e f o r e ,  o u r  fundamental
objective must be the prevention of any war, it: th is  po in t  tn t ime  th is  mu& be  o
central  notion i n  o u r  effort0 to nafequard and  butld our common  security.

POLAND

IOriginalr Enqll.shl

112 J u n e  19861

1. Peace in  t h e  supreme value in the nuclear era and - CJS  indic:ated  i n  tha
repor t  - nothing can justify t h e  uzle  o f  f o r c e  i n  international  relations. rho
establishment of an ef Cect ive system of internat ionnl security can  be renderekl
feaRible t h r o u g h  political measures1  it c a n  result erom  p o l i t i c a l  agrc?ementB
between the States concerned. O n  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  ncnle  the IToundationR  of sl:ch  A
system  of security are provided in the  Charter of t t\q> (Ini ted Nat.  ions. T h e
observance of  the principles and provisiontl  of t h e  Chart.Pr  ia therefore  the  main
prerequisi te of international peace and Recur i ty.
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2. Arme htrildup in the  nuclear age doecr  not  enhance but decreeobo  the ~ocurity  of
Statea  and .\e  becoming the Bource  of ever-new threats. Deterrence cannot
constitute  a lasting f o u n d a t i o n  of security because  it stimulates t h e  arma race,
w h i c h  is  today o n e  of the major  factors  destabilizing the international situation.
Nuclear weapons are not an indispensable element of the  oecurity  of StatsR,  while
their  continued improvement hao become a driving force behind the  escalation of
armaments and extension of the arms race into outer space.

3. Effective security can only be mutual and universal. This mean8  t h a t  e f f o r t s
shou1.d be  made to init iate the process of Biaermament  or at least  of elimlnstlon  of’
thone  types of weapans  which are the source of  global threat by the mere fact of
their  existence. The Government of the  Polish People’8 Republic is of the opinion
that the  implementation of the three-stage prwramms presented by the Union of
Soviet  Socialist  Republics o n  15 January 1986, of a total  el imination before the
end of this century of the  arsenals of nuclear and chemical weapons and the ban on
the introduction of space strike-weepans  would represent a h&sin for an effective
syf3tom  of world security.

4. Elimination of the  material implements of war would be the best guarantee of
the maintenance of peace. Agreements between  the nuclear Powors  on a total hen of
nuclear-weapon teete, on radical reduction of thoea  weapons and, later, on their
comp1.et.e  elimination would constitute  the moat important measures to that effect.

5. The Government of Poland shares the  views expressed in the study (A/4O/S!j3,
annex) on the intcrdapendsnce of the contemporary world and its implications for
international s e c u r i t y  and nacurity  of individual States,  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e
complexity of the notion of security which comprises a number of elements qoinq
beyond the political and military sphere. The question of fundamental import..;Jncs
for the consolidation of peace, a8 ref lected i n  t h e  etuc’iy, io a close observnncc?  by
States of obligations resulting f r o m  international law, i n c l u d i n g  s t r i c t  ohs(Irvilnco
of the  Charter of the United Nations  and of oblj.gations  of a political. nature.
A m o n g  the lat ter ,  principles cf in ter-s ta te  rslt?tiona of t h e  Final Act of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,,  mentioned in the study, 13r~  01’
considerable siqnif icenco for Poland and athor Staten  part icipants  i n  the
Conference.

6. Tha  Government of Poland wishes also to convey the foll.owing  ob~erv~t~~n~.;
relating to nome  specific issues.

(a) The study point.0 to the  importance ef broad international co-operation
for the consolidation of security. Nevertheless, t h e  role of polit ical,  econc>m:c,
scientific,  technoloqicnl and h u m a n i t a r i a n  co-opera t ion  aa well as co-operat:  ion 1 n
other f  iolds as  factors  of  m u t u a l l y  beneficial  interdependence is not  presentrid in
a manner reflecting sufficiently t h e  realities of t h e  contemporary world.

( b )  O n e .  of  t h e  sources of poli t ical  deetabilization  and tensions threateninq
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  security is - besides problems in the economic relations between
developed and developinq  countries presented in the study - the  UEW of economic
inatrumente, including trade and financial relations and exchange of technoloqy to
exert political pressure and infrinqe  upon the sovereignty of other  States. rtf-i

/ . . .
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e x t r e m e  manifeatatlona are t h e  e c o n o m i c  reetrictione  and limitations Of (ICCeBB  to
technology,  conceived as  a form of political preesure a n d  at tempts  a t  isolating
individual States to the detriment of b o t h  t h e i r  vital intereeta and global
eecurity. Poland hae  recently experienced euch pract ices  o n  t h e  part  of  Borne
W e s t e r n  States.

(cl Confidence- and eecurity-building meaaurea and t h e i r  importance for t h e
consolidation o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  of the secur i ty  of individual State8
are  d iecussed i n  t h e  study mainly with reference to t h e  political and military
ephe tea. Yet  i t  is  also w o r t h  p o i n t i n g  t o  a c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n c r e a s i n g  role of t h e
n o n - m i l i t a r y  confidence-building measurea, in  particular i n  t h e  sphere of e c o n o m i c
c o - o p e r a t i o n , and the eetabliahment of e c o n o m i c  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  promotion Of
international economic relationa. In this  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  adoption b y  t h e  General
A e e e m b l y  at its t h i r t y - e i g h t h  aewion  of a  draft resolution, originally s u b m i t t e d
by  Po land ,  on  confidence-building i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  relations (see  General
Aeeembiy reaolut ion 38/196)  is of particular signif Icance. It confirmed the need
for co-operation among States to protect e c o n o m i c  relations against  t h e  adverse
impact of political tension.

7. Implementation b y  States  of  t h e  principles and provisions of the Declaration
on the Preparation of S o c i e t i e s  for Life in  peace (General Aesembly r@sOlUtiOn
33/73)  would similarly c o n s t i t u t e  an important c o n f i d e n c e -  and eecur i ty -bu i ld ing
meaaure.

8. The Government of Poland ie of the opinion that broad dissemination of t h e
contents of the study and implementation o f  the recommendation8 and conclusions
c o n t a i n e d  i n  i t s  chapter V would constitute an important c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e
eetabliehment  of an international system  of  securi ty  and co-operat ion.

SWBDEN

( o r i g i n a l  t English1

(18  June 19861

1. The compreheneive  atudy of  concepts  of  securi ty tracea  its oriqins  tO t h e
report of t h e  Independent Commission on Disarmament and Secur i ty  Issues (ICDSI)
entitled “Common Security - a programme for Afsarmament”, which waB  submitted to
the General Assembly at  i ts  twelfth special  aeesion, the  second epecial  session
devoted to diearmament, in 1982. In h is  capacity as  Chairman of ICDSI ,  t h e  l a t e
Prime Minister  of Sweden, Mr. Olof Palme, introduced the report before t h e  A d  H o c
Committee  of the Twelfth Special. S e s s i o n .

2. Following a proposal by Sweden, t h e  General Aesembly, on 13 December 1982,
adopted, w i t h o u t  a  v o t e , resolution 37/99  B on t h e  report of ICDSI - or t h e  Palme
Commission. By thie resolution,  the General  Assembly submitted the report
(A/CN.10/38)  to the Disarmament C!OmmifMiOn.
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3. The Disarmament Commission  welcomed t h e  report as a timely a n d  consttuct.ive
contribution t a  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  efforts to a c h i e v e  d i s a r m a m e n t  ar?  to  ma in ta in ing  and
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace a n d  security. It also recommended t h a t  t h e
report of t h e  Palme  Commiss ion  be  duly t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  i n  ongoing and future
d i s a r m a m e n t  efforts.

4. The s tudy  on  concepts of security was carried out  hy  a group of g o v e r n m e n t a l
e x p e r t s  appointed b y  t h e  Secretary-Generdl  pursuant to G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  r e s o l u t i o n
38/188  H of 20  December  1983, w h i c h  called for a “comprehensive study of concepts
of: securi ty,  i n  particular s e c u r i t y  policies w h i c h  amphasize co-operat ive efforts
and mutuni understanding between States , wi th  a view to developing proposals for
policies aimed  at preventing t h e  a r m s  r a c e , building confidence i n  relations
b e t w e e n  S t a t e s ,  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  possibility of reqchinq a g r e e m e n t s  o n  arms limitation
and d i s a r m a m e n t  and promoting political and economic  secur i t y” .

5. T h e  sponsors, in introducing th is  resolution before t h e  General Assembly,
expressed t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  United Nat ions should be t h e  focus of a discussion o n
eoncep ts of secur i ty , thus bringing the compelling need of new thinking on security
c o n c e p t s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of all States.

h . The G o v e r n m e n t  of Sweden welcomes the study o n  c o n c e p t s  of security, t h e  first
effort  b y  t h e  United N a t i o n s  specif ical ly to  address  securi ty concepts  in  a
detailed and comprehensive manner.

7. The study was adopted as a whole by consensus in the Group of Governmental
Exper ta. Sweden notes with great  sat isfact ion t h a t  t h e  study and its conclusions
were commended t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of all m e m b e r  S t a t e s  b y  t h e  General Assembly in its
resolution 40/94  E, which was adopted without a vote.

0. In the opinion of the Government of Sweden, t h e  study should provide a bas is
for the continued internationai dialogue o n  t h i s  truly vital s u b j e c t .

9. The study presents an overview of security concepts, e x a m i n e s  p r o b l e m s  and
t h r e a t s  in international  securi ty,  describes measures to promote international
pedce  nntl provides some recommendat ions.

10. The s e c u r i t y  c o n c e p t s  reviewed i n  t h e  study are b a l a n c e  o f  power, deterrence,
equal security,  collective s e c u r i t y ,  neutrality, n o n - a l i g n m e n t ,  p e a c e f u l
coexistence, and common security. The section devoted to problems and threats in
international security ana lyses  the relationship b e t w e e n  n a t i o n a l  and international.
S@‘CllT i ty , s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  nuc.l.ear  a g e ,  c h e m i c a l  and bacteriological (biological)
weapons, the conventional arms racet the security of developing countries and the
security of small.  S ta tes .

11. The  s tudy  stresses t h e  fact t h a t  n o  nuclear-weapon State h a s  compl.ete1.y
renounced  t h e  possibility of t h e  u s e  of nucl.ear weapons. The assured destruct ion
that would  follow a nuclear exchange would not be mutual between the adversaries,
bu’:  global . . As the study points o u t , non-nuclear-weapon States feel a growing
c;ensc of insecurity a n d  loso of their  r ight to decide their  o w n  destiny. The
n o n - n u c l e a r - w e a p o n  States feel  unjust ly  exposed to t h e  nuclear threat while t ak ing

/ ..*
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no part in the nuclear-arms race, which becomes a matter of cruoirl  oonaern  to
them. Therefore, t h e y  have a riqht to have a aay in this vitil  question.

1.2 ” The diecuasion  of the concept of deterrence seems to bo  barad on the declared
pol i c i e s  o f  some, but not  all, OF  the nuclear-weapon States. The study would have
b e e n  m o r e  complete if the policies of all theae States  as regard@ the uB0  Of
nuclear weapons had been examined.

13. Considerable attention ia given to measures to promate  international peace  and
security. First among t h o s e  c o m e s  the atrenqthening of the role of thr United
Nat ions  for international peace  ancl  secu:rity. The study underccorer  the importance
of observance  of the Charter of the United Nations. If the fundmanta ruler of
the Charter were upheld by cl11  members of the  international conarunity,  it would
lead to a drastic improvement of the  security of individual countrio@  and
improvements of the  international situation. The etudy l mpharioor that the role of
the United Nations in disarmament as well as in the porceful  sottlomont of disputer
should be strengthened. Third-party settlement  of  dirputer  ir  of partiaular  value
for the  protection of the security of weaker countries. The study  identifier
prevent iva action by t h e  U n i t e d  Nations as important for avert inq the oubreak  of
h o s t i l i t i e s . The study calls for improved capabilities for peroo-kooping  and
stresses the possible use of peace-keeping operations as a fire-break to preoludr
the outbreak of armed conflict, The study furthermore underliner the valu0  Of
regional approaches to peace and security, the imperative of rtrict  obrorvarwo by
all States of international conventions and covenant8 on human right.,  rnd th,
Urgent need to eliminate colonialism and the system of aeartheid.

14. The Governmen of S w e d e n  fully endorees these auqqefJtiOnae

15. In  reriewinq  t h e  various concepts of security and aussoeing the elemontr
required for global security, the Group of Governmental Exparte  appointed by tha
Secretary-General shared t h e  following common underotandinqe  for whioh the
Government of Sweden would like  t o  express its euppcrtr

(a) All n a t i o n s  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  security1

(b) The use  of m i l i t a r y  force  for  purposes  o t h e r  t h a n  se~fdefenoe  ie n o t  A

legitimate instrument of n a t i o n a l  policy,

(c) Security should be understocd in comprehensive term81

(d) Security is the concern of all  national

(e) The world’s  diversitloo should not const i tute  obstac les  to  internat ional
co-operation for peace a n d  securityl

(f) Disarmament and arms limitation is an important approach t. international
peace and security.

16. The review of prevailinq security policies leads the Group of IDtports to the
conclueion  that nations should move towards common securhty. Action8 in the
following four m a i n  a r e a s  are accorded particular  importrncer

/ . . .
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(a) Renewed efforts in the field of disarmament to reduce the risk of war, in
particular nuclear war;

(b) Maintenance of the rule of law in international relations through the
strict observance of the Charter of the United Nations and effective application of
the collective security concept;

(c) Decolonization  and elimination of apartheid;

(d) Political and economic co-operation for security and development.

17. To sum up, the Government of Sweden would like particularly to underscore the
following five points.

(a) The study rightly interprets the concept of security in broad terms,
encompassing social and economic :\s  well as political and military issues while
recognising the significance of both the North-South and the East-West dimension of
international SXUKity.

(b) The study rightly underlines the urgency of strengthening the role of the
United Nations for international peace and security, thus, in the opinion of the
Swedish Government, corroborating the reasoning behind the consistent and
unequivocal support for the world organisation of a large number of States. The
Government of Sweden would in this context specifically like to refer the
Secretary-General to the letter dated 10 June 1983 from the representatives of
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden to the United Nations stating the
views of the five Nordic Governments on the strengthening of the United Nations
(A/38/271).

(c) The study rightly emphasizes the extreme vulnerability and acute security
problems facing a number of small States and recommends that the United Nations
should organize  a special study on he security problems of small, States.

(d) The study also rightly accords the nuclear threat a dominant role in its
analysis of international security , reiterating that mankind is today confronted
with an unprecedented threat of self-extinction arising from the massive
accumulation of the most destructive weapons ever produced.

(e) Finally, the Government of Sweden considers that the study has given
international recognition and made a fruitful contribution to the further
development of the concept of common security.

18. The quest for security is common to all nations. In today's world, security
must, however, increasingly be sought by the international community across
political and military affiliations. Security in the nuclear age has global
dimensions.

19. The concept of common security is an attempt to accommodate the requirements
and challenges posed by the nuclear age in a form which, at the same time, takes
into account the legitimate security needs of every nation. It is of particular
importance  that it is applied by the two major nuclear-weapon States.

/ . . .
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20. Along with their conflicting interests, t h e  oppotiinq  great-Ibwer  allitW~Ce9, as
Well as political adversaries elsewhere, also have interoats  in common. The
overriding common interest is to avoid B war that would threaten the very et%ietence
of mankind.


