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IMP~IEMENTATION  OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 40/88  ON THE Ib!MEDIATE
CESSATTON  AND PROHTBTTION OF NUCLEAR-WEAPON TESTS

L e t t e r  d a t e d  1 7  Mnrch 1 9 8 6  fron  t h e  A c t i n g  P e r m a n e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e
o f  t h e  U n i o n  o f  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t - epubl  icR  to the United Nat iOnS

addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour hereby to transmit to you the text of the reply hy
MF1.  S .  Gorbachev, the Ganeral  Secretary of thcl Central Committee of the Communist

Party of the Soviet Union, t o  t h e  j o i n t  message  f r o m  thF!  l e a d e r s  o f  A r g e n t i n a ,
Gr ewe, 'India, Mexico, .Sweden and the  United Rcpuhl  ic  of Tanzania (A/41/210-S/1  7910
a n d  Corr.1).

I  rcuuest  y o u  t o  h a v e  the  t e x t  o f  t h i s  r e p l y  circul,3ted  (3.9  a n  o f f i c i a l
tlncument of the  General  Assembly  under item 57 of the preliminary list.

(Ei g n e d ) V. SAFRONCHUK
Actinq  Permanent Representative

nf t h e  USSR  t o  t h e
U n i t e d  Nations

* A/41/50/Rev.l.

86-07G60  1889m (E) / . . .
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Reply dated 13 March 1986 hy the General Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communiet Party of the Soviet Union, to the
j o i n t  meRaage  from t h e  leaderR of A r g e n t i n a ,  G r e e c e ,  India,

Mexico, Sweden and the United Repuhl ic of Tanzania

It  grieve6 m e  profoundly to note that  Olaf Palme,  felled hy t h e  villainoue
hand of a  low aaaaflsin,  is no longer among you. His tragic death ho8  brougllc  g r e a t
pain into the hearts of all those who cherish  peace, which he had campaigned
paaaionately and tiroleoaly to  preserve .

O n  hehalf  of t h e  Soviet  IeaderRhip, I wiBh to expreRR to you our profound
respect for the consistency  an4 purposefulneaR  that characterize your efforto aimed
at terminating the arms race and preventing nuclear war, In our view, your
p r o m o t i o n  of joint initiatives responds  fully to t h e  tamk  o f  developing
conetructive  and positive interaction hetween Statea  and peoples on a  global  scale,
especially today when the very fate of the human race hangR  in the halance.

The thoughts  expressed in your letter concerning universal security without
nuclear weapons  are entirely cannonant  w i t h  t h e  idea of e a t a h l i a h i n g  a
comprehensive system of international security which we put forward at the recent
27th Congreae of the Communist  Party of the Soviet Union, One of the fundamental
principles o f  s u c h  a  syfttem  m u s t  h e  the  complete and irreversible elimination of
nuclear weapons) and we are in agreement with you on this matter.

We aluo, I  t h i n k ,  c o n c u r  in t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  cessation  o f  nuclear tsatR can
and must he an important Btep towards  freeing mankind from the nuclear-arms race
a n d  a l l  ita pernicious  ConaeauenceR,

Clearly,  i t  iu n o  accid~~nt  t h a t  you Rhould  raise thiA cueation  again at thiR
very moment, n o t  long hefore t h e  expiry of t h e  unilateral Soviet moratorium on
nuclear exploeion8. The additional t ime which we gave the United Steteu
Administration  to weigh our prOpOsalff  is running out. we cannot extend it on a
u n i l a t e r a l  hasis i n d e f i n i t e l y . By having conducted no nuclear explosiona  - either
test explosiona  or  peaceful  once - for  over  s e v e n  montha nowI  we have already paid
a certain price both in military and in economic terms.

At the same  t ime, in rasponne to your appeal to the USSR and the United States
not to conduct any nuclear tests before the next Soviet-American Rummit  meeting,  we
declare t

The Soviet Union will not conduct nuclear explofiionn even after 31 March -
u n t i l  t h e  firat nuclear explosion  by the United States .-

Concerning the problem of verification, I  should l i k e  again to emphasize t h a t

w e  a t t a c h  great  importance to this  matter  s ince we are interested in cnuuring t h a t
accorda  are str ict ly ohserved and t h a t  all  parties are fully confident of that fact,

With respect  to a nuclear-tebl han, verification can he provided hy national
technical facilities, a8 well FIR t h r o u g h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  procedures  - including
on-s i te  inspection  where necessary. We invite the American aide to reach agreement
o n  providing the opportunity for  observers from both sides,  on a reciprocal  basis
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and upon request, to visit sites  where unclear phenomena occur  in order to  rem”vrs
possil~lc doubts as to whether such phenomena are related to nuclear explosions.

We a r e  willing  t.o  t a k e  up your  proposal  .- i f ,  of course,  i t  is  also acceptc*d
by the other  s ide - for providing assistance in verifyinq t h e  cessation of nuclear
tes t s , including o n - s i t e  inspection.

A t reaty banning nuclear-weapon tests  on the baaia  of international.  law is,  of
cour5e, essential  in order to resolve fully the problem of testing. We suggest
that wol-k  should b e  star ted without  delay to draw up such a t reaty  and that
appropr ia te  talks in a n y  form - bilateral, t r i p a r t i t e  o r  m u l t i l a t e r a l  - s h o u l d  he
resumed or  s tar ted ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  l inkage to any other  quest ions . However, to those
who fear that questions of verification may be pushed into the background during
the talks, we  p ropose  that  from the very outset  such ta lks s h o u l d  simultaneously
deal  w i t h  t h o s e  quest ions ,  too, in order to have a comprehensive accord as early 12s
possible ,

T c a n  assure you that  the Soviet  U n i o n ,  for its part ,  will  continue to do
e v e r y t h i n g  necessary to bring a b o u t  a  practical  solution to the urgent problem ok
ending n u c l e a r  tes ts  and to achieve the complete  elimin,rtion of n u c l e a r  arsenals .


