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IN THE AGENDA OF THE FORTY-FIRST SESSION

ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM OF INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

Let ter  dated 5  August  1986 f rom the  Ministers  for  Foreign Affairs  of
Bulgaria ,  the  Byeloruss ian Sovie t  Socia l is t  Republ ic ,  Czechoslovakia ,
the German Democratic Republic,  Hllngary,  Mongolia, *&land,  Romar:i.,
the  Ukrainian Soviet  Srcialist  A: ublic and the  Union of  Soviet

Socia l i s t  Repub its addressed to  the  Secretary-General

The Governments of Bulgaria, the  Byeloruss ian Soviet  Socia l is t  Republ ic ,
Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Reyuhlic,  Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania,
the  Ukrainian  Sovie t  Socia l i s t  Republ ic  and the  Urion of  Soviet  Socia l is t  Republ ics
propose  for  inc lus ion  in  the  agenda of  the  forty-f irs t  session of the  General
Assembly an item entitled “The establishment of a comprehensive system of
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ” .

The  introdcction  of  th is  proposal  iu prompted by our  grave preoccupat ion with
the fa te  of  the  world  nnd  our  concern  about  the  fu ture  o f  the  peoples  of  the
world. At present mankind is going through a new stage in i ts development that is
characterized  by extreme responsibi l i ty  and complexi ty . I t  i s  f a c i n g  a  h i s t o r i c
choice a e i ther  to  a l low the  descent  a lonq the  path  of  confronta t ion  and the  arms
race towards the abyss  of  nuclear  self-JeTtruction  to  cont inue or  to  adjust  its
thinking and ac t ions  to  the realitie E o f  t he  nuTlear  and  space  aqe  a-+i  t.o
r e s t r u c t u r e  international r e l a t i o n s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  c o - o n e r a t i o n  and .ltTtnt action
for  the preservat ion of  peace.

The  new th ink ing tha t  requires  that  statesmen he  quided  in  the i r  conduct  by
the  in terests  of  mankind as  a whole  and i ts  survival  s ignals  the  need for a new
approach to  the  problems enta i led  in  ensurinq  secur i ty  in  the  world . In the
present circumstances, no State, however powerful, c a n  e x p e c t  t o  d e f e n d  i t s e l f
sole ly  by mil i tary  or  technological  meang. The maintenance of security becomes an
i nc r ea s ing ly  po l i t i c a l  t a sk , the  accompl ishment  of  which cal ls  for  the  realization
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t h a t  r e l i a b l e  s e c u r i t y  for all countrieo  a n d  p e o p l e s  a n d  p e a c e f u l  c o n d i t i o n s  for
their development and progress can be achieved only by political means and through
t h e  j o i n t  efforta o f  a l l  S t a t e s , hfq and nmall,  developed and developing,
reqardless o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  o r  social  s y s t e m s . This  impl ies  renunciat ion of  the
use or threat  of  force  and peaceful  se t t lement  of  disputes  between States. I n  o u r
complex and contradictory but interdependent and, in many respects, integral
contemporary world, s e c u r i t y  ie indfviaibloa i t  can only  be  universal  and equal
f o r  a l l .

T o d a y ,  i t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  eve r  I’eoeasary  t o  comply  s t r i c t l y  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s
of  respect  for nat ional  independence and sovere ignty ,  non-use  or  threat  of force,
i nv io l ab i l i t y  o f  f ron t i e r s  and  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t eg r i t y ,  peace fu l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f
diapbtes, n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s , equa l i t y ,  crnd o t h e r  gene ra l l y
recognized  n o r m s  o f  interneticnal  relationo.

We are convinced that the establishment of a comprehensive system Of

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  c o v e r i n g  n o t  on ly  t he  mi l i t a ry  anc3 p o l i t i c a l  b u t  a l so  t h e
economic and humani tar ian fielda  would  serve the  vit.al in teres ts  of  a l l  Sta tes  and
peoples  without  except ion ,

In t h e  mi l i t a ry  f i e ld  i t  i s  m o r e  impe ra t i ve  t h a n  eve r  to  t a k e  r e s o l u t e  and
specific action aimed at ending tbs arms race , embarking on genuine disarmament and
removing the  mil i tary  threat . I t  is v i t a l l y  impor t an t  t h a t  nuc l ea r  and  o t h e r  t y p e s
of ,:capom of mesa des t ruc t ion  Rhould be  e l iminated  complete ly  and universa l ly  by
the  end  of  th is  century , that outer space ehou?d he kept free from weapons, and
that  the  mil i tary capaci ty  of  States  should  Ls reduced to  a level  adequate to  the
need8 of  de fence .

Practical steps towards arms reduction and disar.clament,  accompanied by a
c o r r e n p n d i n g  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  mi l i t a ry  expend i tu r e s  ok S ta tes ,  w i l l  r e l ea se  v.ist
ma te r i a l , f inancial  anc3 human resources  for  peaceful ,  creat ive  purposea,  inc luding
the elimination of economic backwerdnesa in many parts of the world.

I n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f i e l d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  ensure un ive r sa l  security,  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f
the  in ternat ional  communi ty  should  work for  the  s t r ic t  observance of ehe r ight  o f
every  people  to  decide  i t s  own future  and the  el iminat ion  of  hot-be&  of tension in
the Middle end Near Wst,  South-East Asia, Central. America, southern Africa an8
other  regions  of  the  wor ld , Rhoold c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  j u s t  and p e a c e f u l  settltzment
of  conf l ic ts  and djsputon  between Stat?s  and should  ensure  the  prevent ion  of
i n t e rna t i ona l  t e r ro r i sm .

T h e  econolnic pliqht of  developinq  countrier:  a n d  t h e  n e o - c o l o n i a l i s t
explo i ta t ion  to  which they  are  Ruhjected  are frauqht  with  ser ious consequences for
p e a c e  anti  t h e  e n t i r e  system  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  relat ions;. T h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s e c u r i t y
in  the  world as  a  whole  and in  some of  i ts  reqions  require  efforta aimed at
restructurinq  the  ent i re  system of  in ternat ional  economic re la t ions  on a democLti~.x
ba.qiFl, establishing a new international economic order with eaual economic security
f o r  91.1  S t a t e s , overcoming underdevelopment and findinq  a global and just solutior,
to the problem of external indebtedness.
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T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  comprehenoive synt?rn c;f internPtiana1  security also
implies  broad co-operat ion in  the  humani tar ian  field. The  secu r i t y  o f  S t a t e s  i s
inseparable from the  s t ruggle  for  the ful l .  implementat ion of  human r ights  in  a l l
f i e lds ,  i n  part icu lar  t h e  r i g h t  t o  l i f e  i n  p e a c e  a n d  free&m, b a s e d  o n  respect  f o r
the  sovere ignty  of States .

The United Nation8 has done much to shape thinking and conduct that are
eppropriate  to the nuclear and space age and to banish the extr~dW(Ly  dangerous
not ion that  wrrra and armed confLicta  are  admiss ible . The Declaration on the
Strengthening of  Internat ional tecurity  and other General Assembly declarations and
reeohr t ions, t h e  ciecieions t a k e n  a t  t h e  AsEemhly’s t e n t h  and  e l e v e n t h  s p e c i a l
sessions,  the  f irst  and second  specia l  sessions devoted  to  d isarmament ,  the  s tudies
prepared by the  Uni ted  Nat ions on var ious aspects  of  in ternat ional  secur i ty ,
together with  the  conot:uctive  proposals  of  the  non-a l iqned Statee ,  the  Delhi
Declaration and other  proposals  by the  s ix  States  f rom four  cont inents  and the
Yalme Commission, have played and continue to play a positive part in the struggle
for the  reduct ion  of  tensions and the  improvement  of  in ternat ional  re la t ions .  At
t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  ca l l s  f o r  fu r the r  v igo rous
effort8 by States  and peoples  and for  concrete  measures  in  a l l  spheres  of
international  relations aimed at  bui ld ing a  t ru ly  posi t ive  peace based on a
rel iable and comprehensive  system of  in ternat ional  secur i ty  ra ther  than on the  mere
absence of wars.

The United  Nat ions ,  t rue  to  the  purposes  and pr inciples  of  i t s  Char ter  must ,
in our view, take up this challenqe  of our t imes and draw up a fundamental document
that would ape11 out  the  basic  principles  of  the  establ ishment  of  a comprehl\nsive
system of  international  secur i ty  and provide  guidance for  the  practical  work  of
endowing  t h a t  sietem w i t h  m a t e r i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l , legal, moral and psycholog ical
guarantees. This  would  be consis tent  wi th  the  need  to  s t rengthen the  role  of  the
United Natirjns in  the  maintenance of  peace and secur i ty ,  the  promot ion of
co-operation among all States and the advancement of the principles and normu of
internat  ional  law,

All  appropriate considera?ions  and proposals  of  representat ives  cf  States ilnd
peoples  must  be  taken fr?to account  in  the  process .

T h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  Genera l  Assembly  a t  i t s  fo r ty - f i r s t  aeasicn of  the
quest ion of  the  establ ishment  of a comprehensive system of  in ternat ional  secur i ty
and the adoption of an appropriate decision would be a concrete step in this
direc t ion and would  be  fu l ly  in  keeping wi th  the  goal  of making 1986 - the
Internat ional  Year  of  Peace - a turn ing-point , a  year in  which progress  towards  o
eafer world begnn. At  the  same t ime i t  would  add a  new perspect ive  to  the  effor ts
of  a l l  Sta tes  to  ensure  in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty ,  to  del iver  mankind From
all wars , to  es tabl ish  a  new in ternat ional  economic order ,  to  overcome
underdevelopment and to promote the economic and social development of all peoples.
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Please regard this letter as the explanatory note required under the rules of
procedure of the General Assembly and circulate it as well as the draft resolution
attached as an official document of the General Assembly.

(Signed) Pet& MLADENOU
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
People's Republic of Bulgaria

(Signed) Mangalyn D&ERS%EN
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Mongolian People's Republic

(Signed) Anatoly GURINOVICH (Sicrned) Marian ORZECHCWSKI
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic Polish People's Republic

(Signed) Bohuslav C&OUPEK (Signed) Ilie VADWA
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic Socialist Republic of Romania

(Signed) Oskar FISCHER
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
German Democratic Republic

(Signed) Vladimir KRAVETS
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

(Signet: Pdter VARKONYI
MinisLer for Foreign Affairs of the
Hungarian People's Republic

(Signed)E d u a r d  Amvrosievich  SHEVARDNADZE
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
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Draft  resolutio?,

Eetabliahment  of a comprehensive system
of international  security

The General Assembly,

Feeply  concerned at the tense and dangerous situation in the world and the
danger of continuinq down the path of confrontation and the arm race tOwrrd#  the
abyss of  the  nuclear  se l f -des t ruct ion of mankind,

Conscious of the urgent need to strengthen the foundations of univermal
security,  on the  bas is  of the  Charter  of  the  Uni ted  Nations and in compliance  with
t h e  gene ra l l y  r ecoqn i zed  norme a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  low,

Consci9us  of the growing interdependence of countriem  and the faot that the
contemporary world has no reasonable alternative to the policy of co-operation and
interaction among States pursued on the basis of equality with unconditional
respect for the r  iqht of each people to make its sovereign choioe of the waym and
forms of its development,

Reaffirminq  the important role of the United Nations as an indiepensable forum
for conducting negotiations and achieving agreements on measure8 t0 strengthen
interwit ional peace, security and co-operation and to democratise internat ionel
r e l a t i o n s ,

Having discussed the question of the establishment of a comprehensive system
of  i n t e rna t iona l  s ecu r i t y ,

1. Cal ls  upn States  to  focus the i r  efforts  on ensuring equal  recurity for
all a n d  i n  a l l  s p h e r e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  relaticne , and to this end to make thair
cont r ibut ion  to  the  elaborat ion of  a  document  containinq basic  principles  for a
comprehensive system of international security1

2. Decides to continue the consideration of this question at itm-1
for ty-second sess ion.

--m-m


