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ANWX

Material provided by the Permanent Mission of Turkey to the Unite?
Nations concerning the oppressive policies of the Government of

Bulgaria against the Turkish minority in that country

The letter of the Permanent Representative of Bulgaria (A/41/159 of
12 Feb,,ary 1986) is another futile attempt to deny the massive and brutal
oppression of the Turkish minority in Bulgaria, The Permanent Mission of Bulgaria
does not seem to have grasped the simple fact that the international community has
made abundantly clear its condemnation and abhorrence of the forcible measures
designed to "Bulgarize" the Turkish minority.

The Bulgarian letter again indulges in convoluted and distorted historical
arguments, none of which can be taken seriously. In its previous letter of
26 November 1985 (A/49/904),  the Permanent Mission of Turkey had set the record
straight with regard to Bulgarian assertions. The Government of Bulgaria should
finally real,ize  that history cannot be re-written to enable it to concoct a
plausible version for itself. In any case, a historical debate is beside the
point. Historical information is useful only as a background for a better
understanding of the present problemr but it cannot change or in any manner justify
what is taking place in Bulgaria since over a year.

The purpose of the Permanent Mfssion of Bulgaria, in replying with a delay of
two and a half months to the letter of the Permanent Mission of Turkey, seems to be
to create a smoke sureen around the inhuman and racist policies of the Bulgarian
Government at a time when the Commission on Human Rights is in session in Geneva
and the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is about to meet in
New York. Such tactics are condemned to be counter-productive, since they will
only shed more light on the falsification of facts by the Bulgarian authorities.
Within the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, for example, even
a cursory comparison between relevant United Nations documents, prepared and
submitted by the Government of Bulgaria , such as CEXD/C/2U/Add.l9 of 17 May 1978
and CERD,%/118/Add.17/Rev.h of 18 October 1984, which contain numerous references
to the Turkish minority in Bulgaria, and CERD/118/Add.l7/Rev.X dated
10 January 1986, which deletes all such references , would suffice to conclude that
the nrevisedn Bulgarian position is indefensible in view of the previous
information provided by the Government of Bulgaria itself on the Turkish minority
in Bulgaria. The Government of Bulgaria by repudiating its own documents should
not expect the world to be suddenly plagued by amnesia, Bulgaria*s efforts to have
this crime deleted from the United Nations archives will not succeed unless it
reverses its monstrous racial policies.

Various aspects Of this grave humanitarian problem were dealt with in detail
in the letter dated 26 November 1985 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey
(A/40/984), which stressed that all the rights of the Turkish Huslim minority in
Bulgaria are violated in an abhorrent manner:

(a) All the members of the Turkish minority have been physically forced to
adopt Bulgarian namest
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(b) Ail use of the Turkish language ha8 been banned)

(cl A contlnuoue defamatory campaign hae been waqed aqainet all Islamic
pract icen, trhditione and beliefs,

(d) Al! those who have resisted those policies have been subjected to
physical violence and deported to other .ocationR in Bulgaria, including tht
concentration camp on the Btltnt island ln the Danube. There are also continuous
report8 of torture resulting in deaths8

(e) The Turkish minority has been prohibited from emigrating, although ‘lurkty
has declared that it ia ready to receive as many of its members who would wiph to
emigrate to Turkey)

(t) All area8 of Bulgaria populated by tht Turkish minority have been staled
off from the world.

Bulyarian authcritiee have more recently gone into ntw extremes against the
Turkish minority in their country. For instance t

(a) Obstrvanca of all Islamic practices and traditions, including fasting
during the month of Ramadan and pilqrimaqt to Mecca, have been banned)

(b) Members of the Turkish minority in Bulgaria art prohibited from
cornnunicatinq with relatives in Turkey1 viea applicationa of the latter are
indiftcriminattly  turned down by the Bulgarian authoritita and even telephone calls
between the mtmbtra of such divided families art no lonstr permitted)

(cl In an unprecedented display of mania, all Turkiah namee on tombstone8 in
Muslim cemtteriea have either been covered with paint or otherwise destroyed.

The Bulgarian Government’s unprovoked wrath aqainnt tht Turkish minority has
bttn aird ia condemned by the international community, in general, and Islamic
nations, in particular. In this connection, the “Rteolution of the Sixteenth
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers on the plight of the Turkish-Muelim
minority in Bulgaria”, which was circulated aa an annex to document A/41/93 of
20 January 1986, should be underlined a8 a manifestation of lqttrnational concern
over the Bulgarian policier.

Deepite the severe restrictions placed on them, iiumeroue member,3 of the
Turkish minority in Bulgaria are tecapinq through various routes and mean8 from tht
peretcution in Bulgaria in order to start a new lift in Turkey. Aa a noteworthy
caee, the Supreme Court of Greece in Athens rejected laf?t December a demand by the
Government of Bulgaria for the extradition of three Bullgarian  citizens of Turkish
origin. The Greek Supreme Court accepted that in December 1984 the Bulgarian
auchoritiee had tried to chfnqe the name8 of thooe three members of the Turkinh
minority and that they (and their famjliea) had left Bulgaria in order to avoid
pereecut ion.

,/...
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In view of the fact that countless independent reports on the tragic situation
of the Turkiah minority in Bulgaria were carried by the world media in the courfw
Of 1985 (see A/40/904, appendix I), Bulgarian assertions such aa “we are an open
tourirt  country” and “foreign diplomats enjoy full freedom of movement in
Bulgar la. Not one of them hae been able to ascartain a single incidence of
violence” are hardly convincing.

Furthermore, the Bulgsrian letter pathetically contradict6 itself by
boastfully etating, on the one hand, that in 1985 more than 2,300 foreign
journalist8 went to Bulgaria, and, on the other, by asserting that “all writings in
the . . . maar~ media about violence, murders, rapes, etc., have no foundation in
reality*. Perhapu the explanation of the irrational and weird Bulgarian frame of
mind can be found in the following quotation from The Economiet Of
25-31 January 1986:

“Bulgaria hacr mobilised it8 scientists in an effort to support ita
government’8 claim that the country’8 800,000 or 80 athnic Turk6 are in fact
full-blooded Bulgarians. An article in a national daily, Otechestven  Front,
has analysed the results of ‘anthropolqical  teats’ eupposedly conducted over
the past 30 yeare by anthropologists from the Sofia Institute of Morphology in
three districts which contain many membera  of Bulgaria’s Turkish, Macedonian
and Greek minorities. The acientiste’ finding; the Bulgarian nation ia pure
and uncont2minatad,  and hae remained unchanged since the Middle Agee.

“According CO the anthropologiate, the Bulgarian people took shape in ths
ninth and tenth centuries au a blending of Slavu, Thracians and Asiatic
tribes. Thie alxture evolved into a homogeneous entity, the people now called
Bulgar ians. The foreign invasions of the past 1,000 yeare left no racial
m a r k ,  it c?emB. The implication ia that members of the Turkish minority are
merely Bulgarian6 who happen to speak Turkish.

“Experts at the Bulgarian Inetitute of Brain Research - Yuqoslavla’e
Tanjug new8 agency reports - have meanwhile been studying the Bulgarian
b r a i n . Their preliminary findings, just released, show that it hae k+en
toughened by centuriee of hardship and hae developed ite own peculiar way of
thinking. But the researchers also found evidence to euggeet that Bulgariana
are not using their qrey matter enough. The Institute’8 director ia aaid to
have called on ‘owners of Bulgaria’e 9m brainb to keep thinking au much a8
possible’. They might start by reflecting on the validity of the sort Of
research into racial purity which went out of fashion with Nazi Germany,”

The text of an extensive report on Bulgaria by a foreign journaliat that was
published in The New York Times of 8 December 1985 ia attached aa appendix I as
another example illustrating the hollowness of the Bulgarian arguments.

The questions faced by the Turkish minority in Bulgaria are too grave to be
covered up or explained away. The plight of these people is reflected in the
excerpts from their letters contained in appendix II. The Bulgarian author it ice
should rest assured that these lettera are authentic, as are the additional
Bulgarian documents co.\tained  in appendix III.
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Bulgaria obv1oual.y has grave misconceptions or! the AC’ >ssion to internntional
instruments that 18 a prerogative of sovereign States. A State doea not violate
international low or disrupt interllaticJna1  order by not hetnq a party to certain
international instruments. However, when sovereign Staten duly adhere to
international inetrumenta, they undertake commitments that. should be honoured in
good faith. As noted in the previous Turkiflh lct.ter, Bulgaria is making  a mockery
of thia fundamental princip’le by violating in bad faith its contractual obligatione
concerning the Turkish minority in that country.

The Bulcarian contention of Turkish intervention in its internal affairs
obviously cannot be upheld in any context. The persecution of the Turkish minority
in Bulgaria violates that country’s treaty obligationA and international
humanitarian norms. Therefore, it iu a humanitarian question of international
t,‘oncern and a matter of particular interest to Turkey.

The Bulgarian allegation that Turkey is enclaged in an anti-Bulgarian campaign
ir unwarranted. In view of the persecution of the Turkish minority, the efforts Of
Turkey to bring this gross violation of human rights to the atte,rtion of the
relevant international forcms and the world public opinion should not have
surprised Bulgar la. However , Bulgaria should not only be concerned with the
opprobrium of the world opinion, but also with the internal consequences of its
actions and policies. No matter what meatluree  are taken by the Government of
Bulgaria, it is evident that a minority of 1.5 million people will hot disappear
and will not lose it8 true identity. But by takinq such inhuman measures against
itr own citizens, Bulgaria may have lost forever the chance to der’zlop  a genuine
harmony and conciliation in the country.

The Government of Turkey hae no need to discredit the Government of Bulqaria,
whose own actiona have severely damaged ite international. image. 1 ts contractual
rights and obligations make Turkey an intereeted party to the hut-r1  lnitarian tragedy
unfolding in Bulgaria. Not only the Government of Turkey, but all who profese to
care about human right8 cannot and Rhould not be expected to reinain indifferent in
the face of Bulgaria’s continued violntiovl of the Charter of the Ilnitcd Nation*,
the international instrument6 on human .qhts and the releve. c. bilateral treaties
between Turkey and Bulgaria.

/ . . .
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APPRNDIX  I’
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I I - Deccmber8,1905
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GOING BACK:

Bulgaria,
2OYears
Later
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The author, twice
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L e t t e r  N o .  1

(Translation)

n . . . The evening prayers had been forbidden during the month of Pamadan.
At the subsequent religious holiday, children who had received the traditional
candy baskets from their elders had been hit on the head with these very
baskets . At the following religious holiday, they have forbidden out of hand
the traditional sacrifice of sheep . . . “They  have  made  a l l  i ns t i t u t ions  to
issue declarations forbidding every practice and tradition pertaining to Islnm
and Turkhood. They have fired all those who attempted to resist . . .

“In the press and on the television, unabashed anti-Turkish fabrications
and programmes with the participation of poor people who are threatened to
‘disappear’ unless they perform satisfactorily , and a lot more in the same
vein . . .

“In Kfrcaali,  on 29 June 1985, Saturday, a young man by the name of
Sabri Ragit Mtimiin,  who was born in 1942 and was father of two, was barbarously
gunned down for having spoken Turkish and was ordered to be buried in the
following two hours . . .

“Fathers are punished for their children who speak Turkish at schools.
Those of us who display a minimum of courage are brutally punished and sent
away to concentration camps. Forced exiles stil l  continue.

LWe are required to sign declarations that our sons to be born will not
be circumcised.

“And particularly our problems with the funerals and burials:

* . . . In Asenovgrad, after a resistance of four months, our dead today are
buried in Bulgarian cemeteries. The people have, at the beginning, resisted a
l o t . They have carried their deads’ coffins to cemeteries which are
kilometera away. Some have even carried their dead all the way to Sofia, just
to prevent them from being buried in Bulgarian cemeteries. But this
resistance has eventually been brought under control by Police force.

II
. . . We are slaves who have no rights other than to work hard and

re lent less ly . We are not even allowed to shed tears, or to be shed tears
for . . .

I) . . . When the situation of Sali, who engaged in a hunger strike at the
concentration camp in Belene , worsened at the 70th day, they brought him back
to his house in Haskova. Wh@n he regained consciousness, Sali asked his
relatives to see to it that he be sent back to Belene. According to the
latest information, he is in some hospital in Pleven. His fate in unknown! . . .

/ . . .
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I
. . . We also strongly urge that the fres world be informed that at the

kindergarden of the DolvcAen  village, near Plovdiv, they attempt to discourage
children from speaking Turkish by gluing their mouth with Tikeo (a plaetic
adhesive mater iall . . .

“We have lots of worries and problems.

“Since we are in the path of God, we hope one day we will embrace
ealvat ion. So may God wish.”

/ . . .
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Letter No. 2

(Tranalat  ion)

“Deaf Preeident Uenan Evfen,
Dear Prime Minister Turgut 6za1,
Dear Comrade Necmettin Karaduman,
Dear Comrade Vahit Halefoglu,
Dear Comrade Yildirim  Akbulut,

Dear Motherland Turkey,

“We addreae this letter that condrtr  of a few lines to you . . . We alo
f aced  w i th  g rea t  difficultier, p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  e a r l y  1 9 8 5 .  T h e y  have
Bulgarized us by force. They have made ua change our names under the threat
of arms, yet deep down we will  alwayr remain a8 Turk.. There are nearly
2 mi l l ion of  UB here . There ir no life for UI in Bulgaria any dte. Many of
our  youths have  fa l len v ict im and thir  s i tuat ion cont inuer  .  .  .  Do not  leave  us
a t  t h e  m e r c y  o f  t h e s e  i n f i d e l s . We beg Turkey from the bottom of our heartat
take UB from here.

“Our people ie~ very hardworking. Rert  arrurad that, if w e  e m i g r a t e  t o
Turkey, we will love it as our own country and work arcund the clock to
embellish it  l ike a roue garden . .  . Never hlieve  the Bulgarian Government.
Every single word that they utter is a l ie. They asrert that we have changed
our name8  v o l u n t a r i l y . Never believe them. We are Turks and we will die an
Turks.

we are aware that Turkey will  never abandon or forget UI) -..

*With our love and greetings,

Senders t Turks of Bulgaria

“(Names  o f  12 v i l lages  and s ignatures  of representat ives)

“Save u8 from Bulgaria . . . They have even changed the names of our
forebearers  at  graveyards . They now bury Turks in the same cemeteriecl  as
Bulgar iane.

“We cry out, we beg you, motherland Turkey, with all our hearts: uave u0
from here . . . Save us from the infidels  . . . We love you and you alone,
heautiful motherland Turkey.

“Sister Hava,

“If  this le t ter  reaches  you,  p lease  send i t  to  Ker.urr  Evren.
wish.”

That ia my

/. . .
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Letter No. 3

(Translation)

I
.1. I was a worker in the ( . . .) and they sent  mte back t6 have ay n-

changed, At the border, the Bulgarian police took me to the police station
and t0ia me to sign a declaration. When I did not agree* they started bating
me. I do not remember what they did with ae. I regained cansciousneas  the
following day. But the beating went on for 24 days. I did not sign
anything. They teak my passport and gave me another one with a Bulgarian
name. I have tuo elder brothers. Sim ten months ue do not know where they
ares maybe  they were killed ..,

* *.. The entire Turkish people  of Bulgaria awaits your help. I have seen
with my own eyes that all villages and towns are under  siege. Racently, they
have started to have people sign under duress declarations that they do not
want to emigrate to Turkey. There ate lots of people under  attest.  They
release some. They send the corpses of others to their hones.  They have
prohibited the use of our mother tongue. Citcurision  cermies are alt3W
forbidden. They do not allow people to go to mesques anymore0  either ...m

/ l .*
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tetter No. 4.-----.

(TrnnRl.at  ion)

I)
. . . We heard that, on 22 January (1985), ttwy nert qolIlc~ to wic.qt?

sumnil. A c t u a l l y , we had heRi’d that many other t.ownR hatI been ateqed ear Lier I
but hsneRtly  wlr?  had not fully believed such newa,  nince it had not yet
happened to UA. B u t  t h a t .  uiqht, at around midnight., they indeed rsnq the
bell. We atarted sb\verinq, held each other in fear and thought that they had
come tc> chnnqe our names)  hecaune we had heard that thics is how they carry out
their campaign. For a long time, we didn’t answer the door, but they
pereisted. Finally, Halim opened. They told him that hs had to qo with them
for military service for 10 dnyH and that therefore he prepare hia luggage
Immediately. We were outraged and paralyzed, hut Halim didn’t react, to
prevent anything worse  . . e

I)
. . . They took t.hem for 10 days but didn’t releane them at the end of

this period . . . We went to 8ee him. They alI.owed him to speak and be with UB
for a few hours. They were wearing uniforme. Yet. none of them had bpen qiven
any weaports. Their nai es were changed while they were there. We understand
t h a t , in al.1 Bulqarin, they have taken away 35,000 people for ‘military
ReCViCe’ . They have been t rken away deliberately, 80 that ‘Ihey do not put any
opposition . . .

“Dearest Sister, I cannot possibly de& r ibe to you our pllqht. and sorrow
here. We have lrned tears that would tcgrrther make lakes  or Bean. They are
telling the world that we )Iavc changed our name8 voluntarily. Th ie cannot
ever be true. In fact, we had already been deprived of our schci.118 and
moequre. Our namea  were our only poet3aRsione. Now they have confiscated them
ae well . ..”

/ . . .
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A pctitiaa form for the US.
of chrngin~ names in the records  of tha
civil roglotar(applicarfan to chmqe their
Turkfsh/Morlma  names).

I ‘. .



A/41/178
EllgliSh
Page 29

Bulgarian Document No. 2
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Bulgcrisn Eocuaerit  No. 2

(Translation)

D$(lKj\XATION

The fol lowing persorrs  who hsrvo their signsturee  below

. . . . . . . . ..L............“................ (Name, Surname)

Identity card . . . . . . . . No.........  place of tasue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...”  U......

Directorate of Security  . . . . . . . . . . .

The Directorate  of Security ..*...........*............. I declare that I

shall not have my non . . ..<..................................*..... ci rcumcieioned.

Beeawe it is dangorour  for the health and life of my son.

I am aware that if I have this action  carried out, 1 nhall be punished

according to the cr bins1 code, Paragraph II Article 324 and the Paragraph III of

Article  20.

I am signing  this declaration in the presence  of the zfficial in charge.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..**.~......~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Name and Surname of the official in charge)

. . . . . . . ...“.....

C i t y  o f  Haekova

Declared by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2 .....................

The offfcdn? in charge .....................

..”
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BuLqarfan  Document NO. 3
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Bulgarian Document  N -. 3

(Translation)

ADDENDUM TO THE DECREE No11 OF THE CITY OF ASENOVGRAD

Article  5ar B u l g a r i a n  citizens within the c i t y  l i m i t s  s h a l l  communicate ir.
Bulgarian.

A r t i c l e  5br Citizens a r e  prohibit&  t o  wear  o u t f i t s  such a s  salvar, f e r a c e
which are  not of  Bulgarian tradi t iona.

Any violation of  the addendums made to this decree shall be
punished in accordance with the decree Nor1  of the City of
Asenovgrad.

Executive Committee o f  the
City of Asenovgrad

/ . . *
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