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‘The author, twice
barred from the
country, finds
improved living
conditions. But the
nation is wrenched
by foreign intrigue
and domestic
oppression.

Wy B! Bindesr

RETURNED JITH A
=3 tain uneasiness o Bul.
garin, where § had swved
20 yazga variior as & corres
spondeaz., In part, my e
comfort grov frim maeme
oriex of wretched hotel
food, which Invariably
| made me break out. In
bous and the rather hos-
tile attitude of Bulgarian
omciala functioning under a man~
dated policy of anti-Amaricanigm.
Primarily it was based on the fact
that the People’s Rapubiic had
{ssued a ukase barring me from the

country for life, Twice.
The reason given for the action

was a joks I had used in an article
to illustrate the attitudes of Ruma.
nia toward neighboring states. The
joke took a cut at Todor Zhivkov,
then Bulgaria’s Prime Minister. It
appeared {irst in 1985 in the daily
paper, prompting the initial ukase.
When it appeared a second time, In
this magazine, tiie Bulgarians re-
iterated the lifetime ban. I had not
tested the ben until now, and al-
though [ had no trouble getting a
visa, [ was a bit hesitant.

Not surprisingly, I found many
changes in Bulgaria, from the easy
availability of food, clothing and
housing to the smooth handling of
foreign correspondents - for a fee
- by a special state agency. The
furnishings of the Sofia hotel whare
I stayed hinted that life was mose
comfortable now: the bathroom
taps were metal instead of the
leaky plastic of yore; the restau.
rant food did not induce boils; the
Gamaza burgundy weas excellent.

Pleasantly situated in a broad
vailey, Sofia i3 described by Bul.
garians as “‘the greenest city in
Europe’” and strests are lined with
black {Continued on Page 158)

David Binder, who served as The
New York Timss's East Europe
carrustandent I.mm uss to mﬁz. is
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BULGARIA

Continued from Page 155

locusts, maples, birches,
elms. and horse chestnuts.
Looming to the south is Mt.
Vitosha, the queen of the Rila
range; to the north are tha
long spines of the Balkan
Mountains. :
The city was established as
Serdica in the second century
by the Roman Emperor
Trajan on the site of an ane
cient Thracian settlemeut;
elements of Roman fortifica-
tions havs been carefully pre.
served to this day. The archi~
tecture of the capital is a cone
genial mixture of Viennese,
Byzantine and Turkish styles,
although a Parisian critic re-

‘| contly dsscribed the mus-

tard-tinted former royal pal-
aceas “a French town hall."
With its screeching yellow
strestcars, its cobblestoned
avenues and tin-roofed
shacks housing thousands of
Gypsies, Sofia seems an ap-
propriate setting for oid-fash.
joned international intrigue,
but scarcely the ideai spot for
masterminding a far-flung
plot to murder a Pope.
Nonetheless, that is what
an Italian magistrate has
charged. In 1982, Mehmet All
Agca - the lone Turkish gun-
man seized after attempting
to kill Pope John Paul I the
previous year — swore that
Sergei I. Antonov, chief of the
Bulgarian airline office in
Rome, and two other Buigar-
jans had directed the plot.
Worse still was the sugges-

tion by the Italian magis-
trate, Ilarioc Martella, that
the agsassins wers acting as'
agents of the Bulgarian Gov-
ernment. :

The Bulgarians promp
rejected the charges as
preposterous. But even if the
“Bulgarian connection’” is
proved falsa (the outcoms of
Agca’s interminable trial is
as unpredictable as Agca's
testimony, which has in.
cluded - among other agser-
tions — his claim that he is
Jesug Christ), m incident
further tarnished the image
of a country that has already
been implicated in a number
of cloak-and-dagger activi-
ties.

There was, for instance, the
case in 1978 of the notorious
umbreila killer who fired
from his bumbershoot a
minuscule piatinum pellet
containing a powerful poison
into the leg of Georgi Markov,
a dissident Bulgarian writer
living in London. Mr. Mar-
kov, who had assailed Presi-
dent Todor Zhivkov in broad-
casts transmitted by -Radio
Free Europe to his horneland,
died four days later at age 49.
His assassin was never found.

Then there are the charges
that Bulgaria’s large export
company, Kintex, is an inter-
national arms trafficker.
Deputy Foreign Minister
Lyubern Gotsev acknowl-

edged to me in an interview
that ‘“‘there have been cases

in which Kintex arms have
been found in the hands of
people who are, as you say,
hostile to the United States'
-= people, according to Amer.
{can intelligence agents, such
as Arab terrorists in Lebanon
and Libya. '

In addition, the = United
States Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration says that Bul-
garian authorities harbor in-
temnational dealers responsi.
ble for shipments of heroin
and other narcotics from the
Middls East to northern Eu-
rope, _

Domestically, the Govern.
ment is waging a remorseless
campaign to force homogene-
ity on what has been a typi-
cally multi-ethnic Balkan
salad of Turks, Moslem
Pomaks, Gypsies, Arme-
nians, a handful of Albanians,
Greeits and Rumaniang, not
to mention several hundred
thousand Macedonians.

In the recent drive to “‘Bul-
garize’' the Turkish minority,
at least 200 civilians and sol-
diers were killed. (Amnesty
International has reported
the figure at 500.) The aim, as
described by the Communist
Politburo member Stanko
Todorov, is to make Bulgaria
a “single-nationality state’*
~— something southeastern
Europe has not known in its
3,000 years of recorded histo-
ry.

ULGARIAN AU-

thoritles call criticism

on any of these points
part of an ‘‘anti-Bulgarian
campaign.” With a studied
air of resignation, Deputy
Foreign Minister Gotsev said
that a clipping service had
collected 4,033 articles from
United States periodicals on
Serge! Antonov — the Bulgar-
ian now being held and tried
in Italy - adding, ‘‘Antonov
has not even been sentenced |-
and yet we are called assas-
sins, terrorists.” . )




-

" “The Bulgarian official who
has become the international |
spokesman on the Antonov
case is Boyan Traikov, direc.
tor of the Bulgarian Tele-
graph Agency. A tll, long- {:
faced man, suave in a pink |
shirt, Mr. Traikov receives |
mein his vast offics on Sofia’s
Lenin Boulevard and recites |
his lines smoothly, calling the
‘Turk Agca a fantasist: “It is
of purely formai significance
that Azca, traveling from
Turkey (¢ Western Europe,
has pagsed through Buigaria.
He has beani hore, seen the
people, streets, hateis,’”” seen
enough, in essencs, to . 3 able
to fabricate the *“‘Buf .~rian
connection’” scenario.

The campugn. he say‘s.

smmng under heavy eye-
brows, ‘“‘is not directed ex-
actly toward Bulgaria, but to~
ward the Soviet Union.” He
continues: It fits the think-
ing in the West about Bul.
garia as the most faithtul, the
most orthodox — they call us
asatellite.

“We are not so important.
as to be the object of such |
great attention around the
worlid. The campaign is |
aimed at the Soviet Union and
the Socialist system. Like bile
Mards, you hit one ball to hit
another.”” His allusion to the
**Bulgarian connection’’ thus
embodies the supposition of.
its bellevers: that the Soviet
K.G.B. ultimately pulled the
. wires in the plot to.kill the
" Pope, while the Bulgarians
served as mere marionettes,

At least on the surface it
would seem this country, the
size of Pennsylvania and with
a population of nine million,
is indeed Russia’s most faith-
ful ally. The capital boasts
not only a statue of Czar Alex-
ander II and the Alexander
Nevsky Cathedral, erected in
gratitude for the 1878 libera-
tion of Bulgaria, but also a
huge monument to the Soviet
Army, a large statue of Lenin
and numercus avenues
named for Russian figures.
No Soviet troops or rockets
are based here, but the Rus-
sian Embassy has more than
$00 personnel, according to
Western diplomats, who be-
lieve still more Russians
function as military and po-
liceadvigers.

Sovietization of Bulgaria |
began immediately after-
Marshal Fyodor I. Tolbuk-
hin’s troops took ovar the
country in 1944. Thrust into

power under Soviet guns, the |

Bulgarian Communist Party,
numbering fewer than 11,000
members, began the bloodi~
est of all Communist take-

In 1954, G year after Staiin’s .
death, Bulgaric acqnired
what is known as a “hon.g
Comununist,” & party mem-~

kov, a printer who, in the last
—vears of World War II, had |
become political commissar
of the partisan Chavdar Bri-
gade that fought Bulgarian
fascist government forces.

Mr. Zhivkov is now the sen-
lor governing Communist in

"Europe, having ruled as
party secretary for 31 years,
and having survived the
years of Stalin, Khrushchev,
Brezhnev, Andropov, Cher-
nenko and nine months of
Gorbachev — as well as a
military coup attempt in 1963.

To be sure, Mr. Zhivkov has
paid public dues with such re-
marks as, ‘“The Soviet Union
and Bulgaria breathe with
the same lungs and the same
blood flows in our veins,’” and
such actions as sending a
token force 0 aid in the
Soviet-bloc  invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968
(neighboring Rumania did
not).

But to suggest that Mr.
Zhivkov's Bulgaria is an un-
wavering Soviet satellite may
be to exaggerate. A year ago,
Mr. Zhivkov’s long-planned
trip to Bonn was called off at
the last minute by Mikhail S..
Gorbachev. This annoyed the

Bulgarian leader, who re-

sponded to the humiliation
with & series of visits to and
from the heads of stats of
Rumania, Japan, Finland

In October, Mr. Gorbachev
visited Bulgaria, this time as
Soviet party chief. In privats
talks, he let Mr. Zhivkov
know that the Soviet Union

cutting back on its shlpmenu:'

of subsidized oil to Buigaria.
Western diplomats main-
tain that the Soviet Union has
never treated Bulgaria as a
valuable partner. “The Sovi-
ets don’t consuit, they don't
even inform their own.

aliies,’” one ambassador ob--

served.

Certainly, thc Russians
Cu.-omplate Bulgaria with a.
mixture of suspicion and
envy. This: Slavic nation,
which sided with Germany in
two wars, has accepted the
Soviet system ad improved
upon it, so that agricuiture
and some industries are more
productive than in the mothe
erland. ,

Meanwhile, the Russians
have remonstrated in private
with the Bulgarians about the
antiminority campeign,
pointing out that the tensions
it has raised could have seri-
ous repercussions among

_Russia’s own (fast-growing

Turkish ' population. The
Soviet press has maintained a
disapproving silence about
the Bulgarian drive.
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\ the minorities ‘is the
most dramatic event within,
the country since Mr. Zhiv.
kov’s rise to power. The cam-
paign, which, according to
some Bulgarians, was con-
ceived in a secret party direc.
tive in 1971, has been mas-.
sive: Aithough 250,000 Bul.
garian Macedonians were re-
corded in the 1946 census, by
1975 none were listed — nor
were there any gs indi-
cating other national minosi-
ties..

Not content simply to drop |.
minority listings, over the |
last four years, the Govern- |-

" ment has forced some 5,000 |

ethnic Albanians, along with
thousands of Gypsies and
Armenians, to take Bulgarian
names. The People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania has
lodged a formai protest,

In August 1984, the push
gathered force, in anticipa-
tion of a national census
scheduled for this month —
when the Government is ex-
pected to declare the country
ethnically pure, with no hints
of any cultural diversity.

Last December, the Gov- |

ernment focused its efforts on

Bulgaria’s one million ethnic |i

Turks, starting in the south-
ermn district of Kyrdzhali.
There was bloody resistance
in Momchilgrad and the state.
militia, the military and the
Zapasi, or special reserves,
were called in. Dozens of peo-
plewere killed, In early Janu-
ary, the drive was expanded
to the north. Whoie districts
were sealed off to foreigners.
Armed forces typically
would surround a village and
then forcs the inhabitants, at
gunpoint, to line up and sign
name-change petitions.
Stopped by a roadblock on the
outskirts of Yablanovo, on the

northern rim of the Balkan |

range, a foreigner questioned

a soldier. Yes, said the young |

rifleman, Turks had been

killed in the rural town, and |

so had some soldiers. In all,
about 30 died, he said, bran-

dishing his AK-47 and sputter- |

ing, ‘‘Rrra-tat-tat-tat."

The Government has closed |’

all Turkish schools (thera had
been 1,199 Turkish schools in
1951) and the one Turkish
newspaper, Yeni Isik; Turk-
ish-language radio broad-
casts have been taken off the
air and fines imposed for
speaking Turkish in public.
Increasing numbers of Turks
have fled t0 Rumania and

ERTAINLY THE
- push to ‘“Bulgarize’” |

Greece,

Y T ——————— .+ v

A good deal of historical revision |

fsm has accompanied the campaign.
In 1964, Todor Zhivkov proclaimed
that “all possible opportunities had
been created for the Turkish popula-
tion to develop their cuiture and lan-
guage.’” As late as last year, Bulgaria
told a United Nations committes that

it had national minorities. But In .

early March, Stanko Todorov of the

Politburo declared in the Turkish vil- |

lage of Novachevo: ‘At the end of
1984 and the beginning of 1985, a pro-
cess was carried out with a new force
spontanecusly and comprehensively
restoring the Bulgarian names of our
compatriots who had Turkish- \rabic
names. This process was concluded in
the whole country in two to three
months, The workers considered their
past, recognized their Bulgarian roots
and. their Buigarian national belong-
ing.” Ethnic Turks, he boasted, were
really descendants of Bulgarians who
had been “{orcibly Turkicized'* under
Ottoman rule.

Clearly, some are not willing to ac-
cept this new version of their past. An
explosion rocked the railway station
in Plovdiv in August 1984, but it was
not until May 16 of this year that Kos-
tadin Lyutoy, the state prosecutor,
acknowiedged that a woman had been
killed {n the blast; he added that
seven others were killed by an explo-
sion on a traia on March 9. Some ob-
servers suggest that the death toll
might be as high as 30 from bombs in
a supermarket, a tramway, a disco
and a hotel.

Off the record, Bulgarian officials
charge that ethnic Turks are respon-
sibie; publicly, the bombs have
touched off an explosion of hatred,
“Qur Turks don’t believe in God, they
belleve in whisky,” a middle-ranking
government official remarked with a
sneer. Later, in an outdoor cafe fac.
ing Sofia’s Eagle Bridge, a 29-year.
old graduate student told me vehe-
mently that ail Turks ‘‘deserve to be
punighed.” Others trotted out ration-
alizations typical of such ethnocen.
tricity: the minority populations were
reproducing at a fast clip, while the
Slavic population was stagnating.

The fact that the original Buigarians |

— the Bulgars — were a Turkic peo-
ple did not stop their xenophobic re-

sponses,

Still, the Zhivkov Government is
palpably nervous about the ethnic
Turk issue.

What was it Boyan Traikov had said
to me? **They think we are a totalitar-
ian police state, that no bird can pass
aver without being seen, that tele-
phone conversations are being
tapped, foreigners followed. But
there is no such system of control.’

Nonetheless, as a passenger in the
cars of Western diplomats, it was
clear to me that many were followed
by unmarked automobiles of the Daz-
javna Sigurnost, the state gecuri
force.

Telephone taps? One day 1 called
the Turkish Embassy from the hotel
and was told to come to the chancery
on Boulevard Tolbukhin. Guarding
the embassy, in addition to a police-
man, was a muscular youth in a
camouflage uniform with a broad
leather holster, from which the grip of
a ten-shot Skorpion machina pisto}
protruded. He was a member of the
Zapasi, the special reserve unit de-
ployed in suppressing the Turks. Nei.
ther the policeman nor the Zapasi
trooper bothered me, but next morn-
ing at 7:03, my phone rang and, when
1 answered, a male voice, plainly
Slavic, snaried: ‘“Tolbukhin!"

*“Tolbukhin?*’ I inquired.

“Yes,'* came the reply, and then
the line went dead.

My uneasiness returned. Thiswasa
warning. Yet, several days later
when 1 set out into the mountains to
find some ethnic Turks no ons seemed
to be following.

The Turks were not hard to find, but
they were frightened. A group of con-
struction workers told me everyone in
their village had been compelled to
accept Bulgarian names last Decem-

one man had been killed, others had
been taken away to a camp for politi-
cal prisoners on Belene, an island in
the Danube. :

Whenever anyone passed on the
road, the men fell silent. With a look
of disgust, one proffered his new in-
ternal identity pass, with his new Bul-
garian name. The workers’ Bulgarian
foreman had warned them not to talk
to strangers, one explained, adding
that if they were caught they could be
putoff the job.

Nonetheless, they ticked off their
complaints and fears: mosques had
been closed; perhaps ethnic Turks
would be denied higher schooling;
they were not getting the full wages
due them. Why the campaign of re-
pression? ‘‘Because they fear we
Turks will demand a federated
state,” said one. Would he emigrate if
hecould? I was born hereand 1'll die
hm-ll

ODOR ZHIVKOV BOASTS OF
making Bulgaria ‘“‘the Japan

of the Balkans.’ It is an over.

claim, but a returning trav.

eler cannot fail to be impressed by the
transformation of what had been, 20
years ago, essentially a peasant soci-

Today, Bulgaria generates 25 per-
cent of its electrical power in nuclear
plants and is planning on 50 percent in
the year 2000. There are traffic jams
in city streets and shop windows are
filled with consumer goods. Evident-
ly, decades of diligence —~ Bulgarians
are known as disciplined workers
are paying off in terms of improved
living standards for many citizens.
‘The average wage is about 250 leva a
month ($240 at the official exchange
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rate), but there are usually !

afamily.

Thus the extremely harsh
winter of 198483, with lts
power outages and food short-
ages, came ‘“as a bit of a

garian Socialism, with its
manix for fulfilling plans, had
not taken account of such va-
garies as bad weather or
other anatural calamities.
Prospects for this winter are
grim, as well: alyeaw/, avery
day thers are powe" "tages
{or two hours.

One young West Ge.miin
technician  who travels
around the country servicing
advanced machine tools told

there because they have no
way of developing their own
products.’* He was scomful of
the lack of incentive — Bul-
garian electronics engineers
earn little more than ordi-
nary factory workers — but
spoke admiringly of some en-
terprises that were *‘as clean
as those in Stuttgart and
working beautifuily.

Bulgarian farming is rela-
tively prosperous, with large
and growing agro-industrial
complexes specializing in the
cultivation of grapes, fruits
and vegetables and raising
cattie. Gradually, Buigarian
agricultural products are
penetrating Western mar-
kets, aithough it appears that
the better wines are not ex-
ported.

Nearly 28 percent of the
agricultural output comes
from the 13 percent of the
land the Government lends to
{armers as private plots. One
Sunday, | saw Bulgarians till-
ing these small plots in the
fertile Struma River Vailey,
their backs bent in classic
peasant posture as they hoed.
But they had driven to the
fields in their owm cars,
maostly Soviet Fiat-licensed
Ladas, a new kind of mobility
for farmers in the Balkans.
Encouragement of private
farming is also partly the
work of Mr, Zhivkov,

shock,"” in the words of a mid- ||
dle-aged office worker. Bul-

me: ‘‘They are 15 to 20 years |
behind us and they will stay |

cult”

Todor Zhivkov became |
two or more wage earners in (| party chief in 1934 by de.

nouncing the ‘‘personality
of his predecessor,
Vulko Chernenkov. But now
thera would sesm to be a
Zhivkov porsommy cuit.
Through his largesse, his

_ hometown of Pravets, for-

merly a small farming vil-
lage, is today a model town,
with a new high school, hotel,

computer factory and a state-
of-the-art dairy farm. A bust
of the most famous native son
dominates the square in front
of the town’s Culture Palace,

_which also contains a mu.

ssum tracing Mr. Zhivkov's
1ifs in photographs. His col-
le d works, with titles like
“"ne New Views and
Ap.onches Concerning the
Framing and Impiementa-
tion of tha Tecino-Sciontif’.
Policy,”* have reached vul.
ume 29, and cover only the
years of his rulato 1979,

The road to Pravets is Bul.
garia's newest four-lane high-
way, and on a mountaintop
overiooking the town is Bui.
garia's new state guest house
where, according to one visit-
ing diplomat, Mr. Zhivkov en-
tertained Finland's President
Mauno Koivisto with a daring
giriie show.

The leader, it would seem,
bears little similarity to the
man [ saw briefly 20 years
ago at a state funeral in
Bucharest. Russia’s Anastas
Mikoyan and China’s Zhou
Eniai and alil the other Com-
munist leaders chatted
among themselves, laughing
and making small talk — all,
that is, but Todor Zhivkov,
who sat alone on a chair
against the wall. No one
spoke to him and, having just
beeabamdfromhiscoumry.
I decided not to myself.

For a brief period, some ob-.
servers wondered whether a

| Zhivkov dynasty was in the

offing. After his daughter,
Lyudmila, graduated from
university in 1968, he drew
her into the party, and by 1975
she had become chairman of
the state committee for cul.
ture; four years later, at age
38, she was elected to the

| ““Greater Bulgaria,"
" brought woe ard shrinkage

Politburo. She died in 1981 In
an automobile accident. Typi-

. cal of the Balkan rumor mill

that works overtime in the
absence of a free press, talk
spread that Lyudmila had
been ‘‘poisoned by Soviet doc-
tors” for advocating national- |'
ism.

She is commemorated by |
the Lyudmila Zhivkova Na-
tional Palace of Culture,
Sofia’s largest and perhaps
ugliest building. It servesasa
backdrop to a memorial dedi-
cated four years ago to 13 cen~
turies of nationhood.

Such nationalism is aiso ap-
parent in the schools. One
Western diplomat teils the
story of his son, who was en-
rolled in a Bulgarian high
school. One day, in a military
course, an officer-teacher
pointed to a map of Europe.
“You are not here because of
the NATO military threat,”
he raid. “You're here for
thist" He rolled down a map
showing medieval. Bulgaria
encompassing large areas of
present-day ¢ rece, Yugosla-
via and Alb: ida. It is just
such extreme nationalism,
and the dream of restoring
the medieval empire of

upon the nation in the first
place.

Yet, it would seem that
most of the young Bulgarians
I met do not share such na-
tionalistic dreams. Like their
contemporaries all over the
world, they are interested in
jeans and rock music; one
spoke of his dream to become
a country-western singer, in
Bulgarian. The young people
say ‘“ciao’ and “‘merci” in-
stead of “dovizhdane” and
‘‘blagodarya.’” Some, like the
sweet-faced young woman I
saw at noon on a weekday in
Sofia’s Sveta Nedelya church,
light votive candles in the
chapels.

A/M1 /178
Chinese
Page 13

TILL, THERE IS THE

puzzie: Why does the

Zhivkov Government
indulge in such an atavistic
nationalist paroxysm, going
', sofaras to force its citizens to
change their names? Why
does a country that aspires to
. enter the high-tech age risk
: international opprobrium by
| engaging in trafficking in
drugs, arms and cloak-and-
dagger intrigues?

At least part of the answer
lies in- Bulgarian history. In
the Middle Ages, the Bulgars
created an empire stretching
from the Black Sea to the Ae-.
: gean and, for a time in the 9th
‘and 13th centuries, to the
Adriatic. Modern Yugosla-
via's capital of Beigrade was,
‘for a time, a Bulgarian cita-
. del. So was Greece’s Saloni.
ka. But for five of the last six
centuries, thers was no Bul-
garia, only the Ottoman Em-
pire, and what the nation’s
greatest writer, Ivan Vazov,

growing when Bulgaria was
liberated in 1878 by the troops
of the Russian Czar. “The
- Bulgarians never liberated
themselves,” remarked a
Macedonian from Yugosia-
via, who is a keen observer of
this country, ‘“‘and after the
Russians liberated them,
they only won one war, a
shortonein 1885."

| “Bulgarian history is dis.
continuity,” he said, adding
that, “they chose the

side in three wars," suffering
defeat in the Second Balkan
War, and again in World
Wars I and I1, when Bulgaria
sided with Germany.

Having = made wrong
choices at three critical junc.
tures in the spaee of less than
three decades, “there is no
fixed reference point,” ob-
served the Macedonian. *‘For
' Bulgarians, who is to say the
choices they make m are
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%1 BHe (KK )

", ..The evening prayers had been forbidden during the
month of‘Ramadan. At the subsequent religious holiday,
children who had received the traditional candy baskets
from their elders had been hit on the head with these
very baskets. At the following religious holiday, they
have forbidden out of hand the traditional sacrifice of
sheep...They have made all institutions to issue declarations
forbidding evefy practice and tradition pertaining to Islam
and Turkhood. They have fired all those who attempted
to:reéist...

N In the press and on the television, unabashed anti-Turkish
fabrications and prograﬁmes with the participation of
poor people who are threatened to ‘disappear’ unless they
perform satisfactorily, and a lot more in the same vein.,..

A‘In Kircaall, on 29 June 1985, Saturday, a young man

by the name of Sabri Ragit Mimin, who was born in 1942.
and was father of two, wﬁs barbarcusly gunned down for having
spoken Turkish and was ordered to be buried in the following

two hours...

N rathers are punished for their children who speak Turkish
-at schools. Those of us who display a minimum of courage
are brutally punished and sent away to concentration camps.

Forced exiles still continue,

f oo
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“ We are reguired to sign declarations that our sons to
be born will not be circumcised. |

Y And particularly our problems with the funerals and
burials:

...In Asenovgrad, after a resistance of four mohths,
our < d tnday are buried in Bulgarian cemeteries. The
people have, at the beginning, resisted a lot. They have
carried their deads' coffins to cemeteries which are
kilometers away. Some have even carried their dead all the
way to Sofia, just to prevent them from being buried inf
Bulgarian cemeteries. But this resistance has eventually
been brought under control by Police “orce,

*...We are slaves who have no rights other than to work

hard and relentlessly. We are not even allowed to shed

tears, or to be shed tears for...

“...When the situation of Sali, who engaged in a hunger

strike at the concentration camp in Belene, worsened at the
70th day, they brought him back to his house in Haskova.
When he regained consciousness , Sali asked his relatives
to see to it that he be sent back to Belene. According

to the latest information, he is in some hospital in
Pleven. His fate is unknown!....

* .. Ve also strongly urge that the free world be informed
that at the kindergarden of the Dolvoden village, near
Plovdiv, they attempt to discourage children from speaking
Turkish by glu}ngﬂ their mouth with Tikso ( a plastic adhesive
material)... :

oS
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N We have lots of worries and problems.
Q\Since we are in the path of God, we hope one day we

will embrace salvation. So may God wish."
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%28 HE (KEE)

"Dear President Kenén Evren,

Dear Prime Minister Turgut Yzal,

Dear.hsmrada Necmettin Karaduman,
. Dear Comrade Vahit Halefoglu;

Dear Comrade Yildaram Akbulut,

Dear Motheriand‘Turkey,

> We address this letter that consists of a few lines
to you.;.W§ are face& with great difficulties, particularly
since early 1985. They have Bulgarized us'by'force. They
have made us change our names under the threat of arms,
yet deep down we will always remain as Turks. There are
nearly 2 million of us heré. There is no life for us in
'Bulgaria any more. Many of our youths have fallen victim
and this situation continues...Do not leave us at the
mercy of these infidels. We beg Turkey from the bottom of
our hearts: take us from here.

Y our people is very hardworking. Rest assured that, if
we emigrate to Turkey, we will love it as our own country
and work around the clock to embellish it like a rose garden...
Never believe the Bulgarian GoVernment. Every single word
that they utter is a lie. They assert that we have changed
our names voluntarily. Never believe them.We are Turks

and we will die as Turks.

S
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“We are aware that Turkey will never dbandon or forget us. ..
N\ With our love and greetings,
Senders: Turks of Bulgaria
N (Names of 12 villages and signatutes of
representatives) |
“ Save us from Bulgaria... Théy have even changed the
ndmes of our forebearers at graveyards. They now bury Turks
in the same cemeteriés as Bulgarians.
“We cry out, we beg you, motherland Turkey, with all
our hearts: save us from here...Save us from the 1h§iééis.,.

We love you and you alone, beautiful motHeriand Turkey.

* sister Hava,
* 1f£ this letter reaches you, please send it to Kenan

Evren. That is my wish.”
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%3 B4 (FEX)

w...1 was a worker in the (:...........J and they
sent me back to have my name GHafged. At the Bordef; the
Bulgaridn police took me to the police station and told
me to Sign a declaration. WHeén I did not agréé, théy dtarted
beating me. I do hot refemb&r what they did with mé. I régained
consciousness thé following day. But the beating WeHE oH |
for 24 ddys. I did not sign anything. Theéy took my passport
and gave me another one with a Bulgafian name. I havé &Wo
elder brothers. Since ten months we d6 ot kiow WHere thHey
aré; maybe they were killed...

“...The entire Turkish people of Bulgaria awaits
your heip. I have seen with fiy own eyes that all villages
and towns are undér siége. Recéntly théy Have started to have
peoplé sign under duréss declardtions that théy do not want to
emigraté to Turkey. Thére are lots 6f pecplée undér arrést.
They release some. They sénd theé cofpsés of others ﬁd their
homes. They have prohibited the use of our mother tongue.
Circumcision ceremonies are also forbidden: They do not allow

people to go to mosques anymore, &ither..."
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Ba Y (HEEX)

"...We heard that, on 22 January (1985), they were
going to siege Sumnu. Actually, we haa heard that many
other towns had been seiged earlier, but honestly we
had not fully believed such news, since it had not yet
happened to us. But that night, at around midnight,
they indeed rang the bell. We started shivering, held
each other in fear and thought that they had come to
change our names; because we had heard that this is how

'they carry out their campaign. For a long time, we didn't
answer the door, but they persisted. Finally, Halim
opened. They told him that he had to go with them for
military service for 10 days and that therefore he prepare
his luggage immediately. We were outraged and paralyzed,
but Halim didn't react,to prevent anything worse...

...Théy took them for ten days but didn't release them
at the end of this period;..We went to see him. They allowed
him to speak and be with'ué for a few hours..They were
wearing uniforms. Yet none of them had beeh. given any weapons.
Their names were changed while they were there. We understand
that, in all Bulgaria, they havé taken away 35,000 people
for \military service”. They have been taken awéy deliberately,

so.that they do not put any opposition...
oS e
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¥
Nad

™ Dearest Sister, I cannot possibly describe to you
our plight and sorrow here. We have shed tears that
would together make lakes or seas. They are telling
the v rld that we have changed our names voluntarily.
This cannot ever be true. In fact, we had already been
deprived of cur schools and mosques. Our names were
our only possessions. Now they have confisqated them

‘as well..."
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DECLARATION

The followina persons who have their sianatures below

""""""" a-.ucoolocu-.'oo.oo'oocon'-('.'!ame! Qurndme)

identity card............N0...vvserse...Place of issue

Ci-ectorate of Security...cceevenoans

Identity card...........No........nlace of issue.....
The Directorate of Sccurfty..oivevennen T de?lare
that I shall not have MYy SOM......veveiveevnencnnonnnnns .

eeevessCircumcisioned.

Because it is dangerous for the health and 1ife of

my son.

I am aware th;t'1f I have this action carried out,
I shall be punished according to the criminal code,

Paraqraph Il Article 324 and the Paraaraph II1 of Article ?6.

I am sianina this declakat1dn in the presence of the
official in charge.

.
L I I R I R I A I R I R R R A S A A A S AT SR N A B A A L B B R A A .

(Name and Surname of the official in charae)

e : Declared by ....ccevevvenns
City of Haskova ) 2.0 N

The oﬂ’l'cial_ in charae....... Ceenen .
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Hapymenusta Ha ﬂacmﬂmme B,Oﬂ'bﬂﬂeﬂﬂﬂ
ce KOHCTATHPAT H CAaHKUMOHHPAT- ChHIVIACHO 3a:
KIIOYHTENHHTE paanepenﬁu Ha Hapenﬁa .Nl]
Ha O0HC — Acemsn‘pan |

o o—

VIH a O6uuncku Hapogeu L‘_'-bBem

FAHE X B3 % ~ AcenoBepag JEHEGIEE



Article sa .

Article 5h

. e

'Bulgarlan citizens within'the city'limits ?M"

zAny violation of the addendums made‘to th;s--

e | 4 A/1/178
. . ; Chinese :
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ADDENDUM TO THE DECREE NO l

. OF THE CITY OF ASENOVGRAD

- shall communicate in Bulgarian.

Citizens are proh;bited to wear outflts

~ach as salvar,. ferace which ‘are not

of Bulgarian traditions; '

decree shall be punlshed in accordance w1th '

the decree No: l of the City of. Asenovgrad. ,:;';,, :

 Executive Committee. .,

Clty of Asenovgrad
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