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~ort of the Special P~tical Committee · · 

R .. a;eporteur: Mr • . Edmond Sylvain · (IIaiti) . 

l. In .a(.!cordance with the prov:isiOlla of paragraph 2l. of res~lutio;Il p02 (IV) of 

8 December ··194:9,. and. or paragraph 8 of res¢lutiQQ U9l (XII) ~f · l2 Dec:emb~ 1958., 
the Director of the United Nations Relief and Worka Agency for Palestine Refugees 

in the Near ·East submitted to the Genera~ Assembly his report for the financial 
Y~ en;ung 3Q June _1958.1/ . ' . ·· . · , 

2. On· 22 September 1958, the General Assembly decided to include .the· question 

on the agenda. pf it~ thirt_eenth session, and to Suocate it to the Spe_ciai ·' 

Political Committee. · .. . 
3. The. Special .Politica4 Committee 'also had before it a document (Ai394s) 
transmitte~ by the Acting Director to the Secretary~eneral on · a October. 1958 

containing ·the .recommendations made on 7 ·0ctober ·1958 by· the Advisory Commission · 

of the Agency· ·after it had examined the b.udget · f'or 1959 and the report· of the 

Director. · 

4. The Special Political Committee considered the question at its lOlst to 113th 

meetings, from ·7 to 26 November 1958 ·and at its:125th meeting, on 10 December 1958. 

5. At the lOlst meeting/ ·on 7 November,; the Chairmao, with the· consent of the 

Committee, invited 'the Acting Director· of •the ·Agency to take ·a pJ.ace at the 

Committee table. At that meeting the Acting Director made a · statement ·· (A/SPC/29) • 

.. ' . . . . 
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6. At the llOtb meet~ng1 on 21 November, the Chairman i.nf'ormed the Committee 

that he bad received a letter from the representative of Iraq (A/SPC/31) r-equestine 

that Mr. Itzat Tannous, Director of the Palestine Arab Refugee Offices in New York 

and Beirut, should be allowed to speak before the Committee. With the consent 

of the Committee, Mr. Tannous made a statement at the lllth meeting, on 
24 Iiovember .. 

7. On 9 December., a joint draft resolution was submitted to the Committee by 
• • • • • f 

the Netherlands, New Zealand, the United pngdom of Gre~t _Britain and 

Northern Ireland and the United Sta~es of Ameri ca (A/SPC/L.31). 

8. On 10 December , the United states represent{rti ve presented the four-Power 

draft resolution to the Committee and stated that paragraph 7 of the operative 

part had been included so that proposals for the continuation of assistance to 

Arab ·refugees ·might be placed before the fourteenth session of the Assembly. He 

asked the Secretary-General ·to express his Views on the paragraph, which read 

as follows: 

0 7. ftequests the Secretary-General to arrange for the submission to the 
fourteenth session of proposals for the continuation o! the United Nations 
interest in international relief and rehabilitation for the Arab refugees 
from Palestine and the methods of such continuation, such proposals to take 
into consideration the views expressed by the various members of the 
General Assembly and by the Advisory Commission of the Agency, and the rights 
of all parties as recognized by past resolutions · of the General Assembly;" 

9· The Secretary-General stated that in view of the situation facing the 

Assembly. next year,. ~s part of his reSu!ar duties1 . he would look into the 

technical operation of UNRWA in preparation of such proposals as be might consider 

helpf'ul or necessary to put forward to the General Assembly, in good time, for its 

consideration at .its next session. 

10. The representative of the United States then announced that, in view of the. 

Secretary-General's statement, the co-sponsors 9f the draft resolution were Willing 

to delete operative paragraph 7, as a report of the type indicated would make its 
inclusion unnecessary. 

ll. In those circmstances, and in the absence of any objection, · the Chairman put 

to the vote the four-Power draft resolution, withoUt its origtnal operative 

paragraph 7. The· amended draft resolution was adopted by 44 votes to none, . . ' 

with 18 abstentions. 
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12. The Special Political Committee accordingly recommends for the approval of 

the GeneraJ. Assembly the follrn·Ying resolution: 

RepoTt of the Director of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency ~or Pale&tine Refugees in the Near East 

The _g-eneral Ass~1 
Rec:'t:i.J.ing its resolutions 194 (III) of 11 December 1948, 302 (IV) of --

8 December 1949; 393 (V) of 2 December 1950, 513 (VI) of 26 January l952, 

614 (VII) of 6 Noven;ber 19521 720 (VIII) of 27 Novezriuer 1953, 8l8 (IX) of 

4 December 1954, 916 (X} of 'December ~9551 1018 (~) of 28 February 1957, 
and ll91 (XII) of 12 December 19571 

Noting the annual report of .the Director of the United Nations Relief 

and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,!/ snd in particular 

the observations relating to tbe ~iration of the Agencyts mandate on 

30 June 196o, and noting· the report of the Advisory Col!lmission of the Agency, 

Noting with regret that repatriation or compensation of the refugees, as 

provided for in paragraph ll of resolution 194 {III), bas not been effected, 

that no substantial progress has been made in the programme endorsed in 

paragraph 2 of resolution 513 (VI) for the reintegration of refugees and that, 

therefore, the situation of the -refugees continues to be a matter of serious 

eoncern, 

Having reviev7ed the budget prepared by the Director and having noted the 

endorsement thereof by the AdVisory Commission of the Agency, 

Noting with grave concern that contributions to the budget are not yet 

sufficient and that the :financial situation of the Agency remains serious, 

Recalling that the Agency is ·a subsidiary organ of the United Nations, 

1. Draus the attention of Governments to the precarious financial 

position of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine R~fugees 

in the Near East and urges them to consider to what extent they can contribute 

or increase their contributions in order that the Agency may carry out relief 

and rehabilitation programmes for the welfare of the refugees; 

!/ Official Recorqs of the General Assembly, Thirteenth Session~ 
Supplement No.):4 (.A/3931.). · 
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2. Requests the Secretary-General, in, view of the serious financie~ 
. . ' ' ' . . .. 

position o~ the Agency 1 to contj.nue, as. a matter of urgent concern} ~s 

special ef forts to secure the additional financial assi stance needed to weet 
the Agency:' s budget ~nd .to ;prc.vide. adequate . worl¢.ng capital; · · 

;. Directs the Agency to .purs~e its programme for refugees bearing i~ - . 

mind the r~sponse to paragraphs l and 2 above; 

4. F.-=~2 the Dire.ctor of - ~thi! ·Agency, without prejudice to 

paragraph ·.u of resolu-liion 194 (III), to pJ.an and carry out proJec,;s capable 

Of SUpport'ing substantial Dl.JI,llbers or: refugees I and in particular programmes 

relating to education and vocational ·training; 

5· ~equests the host Governments to co-operate fully with the Agency 

and with its personnel and to·extend to the Agency every app~opriate 
. .... . , 

assistance in carrying out its functions; 

6~ 'Requests the Agency ~o continue its consultations w~th the 

United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine in' the best -interests of 

their respective tasks, with particular reference to paragraph ll of 

resolution' ,194 (ni) i 
7. . Expresses its thanks to the Director 1 Mr. Henry R. Labouiese 1 .for 

the. devoted attention he has given to tbe affairs of the Agency and the 

welfare of · the refugees for the f'our years of his inc\li!lbency 1 to the staff 

of the Agency for their continued faithful efforts to carry 9ut its mandate, 

and to the specialized ·agencies and the many private organization.s for their 

valuable and continuing 't>7ork in assisting the refugees; 

8. Requests the Director of the Agency to continue .to · submit t he 
. . 

reports referred to in paragraph 2l of GeneraJ. Assembly resolution 302 

8 December 19491 as modified by paragraph ll of General Assembly 

resolution 1018 (XI) of 28 February 1957· 
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