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The meeting was called to order at 3.30 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 33 (continued)
QUESTION OF PALESTINE

(a) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE
.- - . - PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (A/40/35)

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY~GENERAL (A/40/168-5/17014)
(c) DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/40/L.23 'TO A/40/L.25)
Mr. HUSSAIN (Maldives): In this fortieth year of our Organization a

number of profound aspirations have been aroused and many hopes have been

rekindled. The question of Palestine, which has been on the agenda of the General

Assembly for several decades, is the subject of some of them. It can be said to be

a problem of outstanding, major international concern that, frustfatinglyiistill
awaits a solution. Yet each additional year brings us further news of alarming
acts of defiance by Israel throuyh its stepped-up activities in the Palestine
homeland and in the occupied Arab territcries.

It is our fervent hope that the insistence on maintaining the gquestion of
Palestine on the agenda of the General Assembly almost from the inception of our
Organization is testimony to the recognition by the international community that a
just and lasting solution to the issue must be found. We are also fully aware of
the fact that there can be no solution that does not seek to guarantee the
inalienable rights Palestinian people. The question of Palestine is a source of
dispute and unrest in the region in particular and throughout the world in general.

Here we have a question of the fundamental right of a people to establish a
homeland, a people that inhabited the country named Palestine long before the 20th
century. Until the First World War it was ruled by the Ottoman Empire. Our
antecedent organization, the League of Wations, recognized the Palestinians as a

people destined to live asg an independent nation, This Organiration of ours



RM/4 ' ~ a/40/pv.103
‘ . 3

(Mr, Hussain, Maldives)

subsequently accorded the Palestinians de jure recognition of their status as a
people with nationalrrightg under-ghe provisions of the Palestine partition
resolution, which cave them the right to establish the Arab Staﬁe; However, it is
sadrté recall that from 1947, the year the pertinent resolutioh ygé adopted, until
1969 the United Nations emphasis was on therde facto role of Palestinians as
refugees and war‘vichims,r The actions of our Organization were oriented to

restoring to the Palestinians their individual right to return to their homes and

enjoy their basic human rights. -

In addition, the position of the international community has been aptly
crystallized in the hundreds of resolutions adopted on this subject by the United
Natiqhs General Assembly;,Security Council and speci;li;ed ag?ﬂ?ifs' All those
decisions are based on the Charter of the United Nations and the_principles of
international law, which have stressed that the Palestinians, like any other people
in the world, have the right to enjoy freedem, independence and sovereignty in
their own homeland.

Despite all the efforts made by all the peace-loving peoples in the world in
their desire to enable the Palestinian people to achieve peace and to enjoy their
inalienable rights, no progress has been made because of Israeli intransigence.
Since Israel's creation we have witnessed its denial of the rights of the
Palestinian people by its continual acts of aggrassion against them and by its
flagrant violation of the principles enshrined in the Charter of our Organization.

How long can the wisdom of man allow the Palestinians to continue in their
tragic plight? How long can we witness these sad consequences of this unsolved
prafrlen? The answers to those questions weigh heavily on morality. Their foots
are connected in an important way to political reality. To cpeak rationally of the
Palestinian question we must decide to stop spaaking about war and turn our

attention more seriously to the prevailing political facte, Israel is oceupylng
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the land that belongs to the Palestinian people. Several hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians a:e;unde: Israeli rule. On the other hand,ra large Palestinian
population ie in exile. Against the background of those harsh realities the
Palestinians have demonstrated great vigilangef; They have grown politically znd
have earned recognition throughcut the warld; in gpite of all kinds of repression
and hardship. They have shown the world that they will continue to exist and that
they will coatinue to exert their will in choosing who shall represent them, where
they want to establish their howe and how they want to forge their national and
political identity, now or in the future.

We believe that the time has come for the Palestinians, represented by the
lééal representagive of the Palestinian peop{ef@hew§e}yes,rto sit dggn_with therr
Iségeli Jews and discuss allithe issues and differences that have stood in the way
of a peaceful settlement. It is well recognized that the perceptions and
formulation of those issues are based in the immediate locality but that they are
issues that engulf two communities that were once considered to be in exile. The
main objective of the Palestinians must most certainly be liberation ~ liberation
from the state of exile and dispossession. | ‘

If people are given the hope of the exercise of their legitimate right to
establish their own homeland, it is imperative that that hope be accompanied by
confidence that that objective will ultimately be achieved. However, this has not
been the case with regard to the Palestinians., Several decades have elapsed, and
every additional year adds to the growing frustration. The Palestinians' hope to
establish a homeland of thoir own is far from having been realized.

The grucsome fate that has befallen several million Palestiniang, victims of
homclessness, persecuticon, militarty occupation, economic deprivation and

disposcession can hardly be condcned by mankind. What the future holds for that
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people must not put an unbearable load of guilt on the conscience of the civilized
worid., ‘The world today is seeing gi;gnd_thut for thousands of years was o
indisputably the,inalienable,and,God-gjven:habitaton the Palestinians subjected to
Systematic amnexation by an insatiable military occupier with absolutely no respect
or regard for the decisions and resolutions of this international body. It is no
accident that man's mind turns to the question of yhat makes our collective
decisions and will so impotent, so ineffectual, such an exercise in futiiity.

After the geveral decadeszthatfhéve elapsed it appears crystal clear that
today, unaffected by considerations_gﬁvjustice. equity and the resolutions of the
United Nations, shameless power and might hold sway. Numerous bold diplomatic
exercises are under way oa neaxlj every front, but each has different strategieé
and approaches. The faith andipétiengé of the Palestiﬁians, Qho héve for so many

decades been the pawns and victims of those adventures, are nearly exhausted,
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My delegation therefore believesgthtrthis Asgsembly must spare ngreffort to
rg§torgitneir faith,rwhich can only bg;@one by prodqcing concrete and tangible
results that do not undermine their basic humanrriqhtftorlive in dignity, normalcy
and freedom inra homeland.fa place whiéhithey can éall théir ewn;ilike all other
natioué of the warld; Until that becomes-; teality;wit”ié our duty and
responsibility as Member States of thg Qnited NationsAtQ extend our uneguivocal
support to the Palestinians, who are subjected to unparalleled adversity.

Mr. NETANYAHU (Israel): Of all the words'spoken here about the "Question

of Palestine"”, none have addressed the true source of the conflict between Jews and
Arabs. We have to ask why this conflict has been going on for so long. Why do the
kinds of grievances which have been resolved long ago. in other parts of the world
persist here, with no end in sight? And why does a huge, a tremendous, wall
continue to separate the parties, preventing them from making peace with one
another? It is clear what most of the Arabs representatives claim. They usually
pretend that the conflict with Israel is rooted in the Six~Day War in 1967, when
Israel took over the territories of Judga, Samaria and Gaza, This is where the
conflict wag supposed to have begun, This is nonsense. The Arabs, after all, had
these territories firmly in their possession on earlier occasions, before other
wars had taken place, and held them on the eve of the Six-Day War. In fact, they
were totally unabashed in announcing to the world what their intentions were.
Listen to Nasser of Egypt con 27 May: "Our basic cobjective will be the
destruction of Israel.” Or President Aref of Iraq on 31 May, a few days before the
war: "Our gmal is to wipe Israel off the map." Or President Boumediénne of
Blgeria on 4 June, one day before the War: "Thiz struggle must lead to the
liquidation of Israe:,” Or, on the day the war broke out, Radio Damascus, vVery

simply and concisely:s “Throw them into the sea.” HNo word about territoriess no

word about the 1967 aggression.
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rﬁhen Arab spokesmen are presented with these facts, what they typically do is
to fall back on the war of 1948. Thisrwa:, again launched by tneihrabs, was
launched to destroy the State of larasel before it was borny and this is presented
by the Arab spokesmen as the original Israeli aggression, What constituted this
%aggression" was#the very eétablishmentﬂaf Israel;”vThe;Arabs rejected outiof hand
the p;rtition resolution of November 1947 and thrust their armies, five Arab
armies, into the Jewish heartland; they cut deep intojthe Jewish ter;itoties;
they praticallyrreached the suburbs of Tel-Aviv; and this was intended to be,
according to the Secretary General of the League of Arab States, as he called it, a
"wauiof extermination and a momentous massacre which will be spoken of like the
Hongﬁiian masgacres and the Crusades.™

;@hat really caused the war between the new State of Israel and the Arabs was
the ﬁotal Arab rejection of the very existence of a Jewish State in the Middle
East., But I believe that even that does not fully get at the root of the matter,

becadse the warfwaged by Arab extremists against the Jewish community in Palestine
predates the establishment of Israel by decades.

Throughout the 1920s and the 1930s Arab terrorists launched one murderous raid
after another agains® the Jewish farms and villages; they assassinated Arab
moderates; they rejected Jewish peace offerings, Jewish overtures and Jewish
concessions; and they plunged the entire area into turmoil and into bloodshed.

This Arab violence and this Arab terrorism were the precursors of today's
violence and terrorism against the Jews., You cannot anderstand one without
understanding the other. The campaign of attacks aga.nst Israel in the last four
decades is merely a continuation of the systematic campaign against the Jews which
started m'ch earlier. The Arab val against the Jews is in fact as old as this
century, The enduring nature of this war has nothiny to do with any specific

grievance or event. I¢ has nothing to do with refugees; there were none, It has
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nothing to do with disputed borders; there were none of those either., I will go a
step further ~ in its essence it has nothing to do with the fact of Israeli
sovereignty becausc, before 1948, such;sovereignty did not exist and still the.
conflict had raged for decades. In-fact, it did not have anything to do with the
question of Arab sovereignty; there was none of that and the Arabs rejected it, as
I said; in the partition resolution. So what did it have to do with? It was
driven by a fundamentgl aobjection to, and a fundamental rejection of, a Jewish
presence - any Jewish presence ~ in the area.

Those who pursued this blind obsession did not weigh the conseguences of their
actions. They simplyjt:ampled anything that stcod in their way. They killed Arab
and Jew indiscriminately. But I must'éay that they also killed discriminately and
their favourite targets were typically Arabs who refused to acknowledge the
"exclusive representation® of the “Arab Cause™ which these extremists claimed for
themselves. Above all, the extremists rejected the notion of compromise and the
notion of coexistence, which are anathema to fanatics everywhere.

Who were these extremists? Who were their leaders and allies? What motivated
them? Aand what is their precise relationship to today's conflict? I believe that
answering these questions is essential to assessing the true nature of the obstacle
to establishing peace between Arabs and Jews. It is especially appropriate to
examine these questions on the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations, as this
anniversary coincides with the historic defeat of nazism in Europe. But, as I will
show, the legacy of hatred did not die there. Before and well after its collapse,
nazism found its most ardent disciples in the Arab world.

Perhaps the most prominent leader of Arab rejectionism in this century was
Haj=-Amin al Husseini, who was appointed by the British as the Grand Mufti of
Jerusalem in 1921, He was the pre-~eminent ~ngitator of the bloodiest Arab assaults

and riote and massacres of Jews in the first half of this century and he is a
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central figure in the panthecn of the PLO. He is in fact considered the founding
father, so to speak, of the PLO in both spirit and practice. Arafat has often

referred to the Mufti as his mentor and guide. ' No other figure has had such an

influence on him or on the iest of the PLO leadership. To qive ‘an example, Onr-

24 April of this year, during the thirtieth commemoration of the Bandung
Conference, Arafat extolled the Mufti with great reverence. Be said that he took
“immense pride" in being his student. And ne emphasized that the PLO is

"continuing 'in thevpath" set by the Mufti.
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what is that path? And what did the Mufti represent? For, if Arafat and the
PLO claim to follow inﬁhis fqotsteps,rphen uercan ggin,an important insight into
their goals and igto theix methods by examining the Mufti's political career.
Haj-Amin al Husseini was appointed Grand Mufti a year after he had fomented
murderous anti~Jewish riots in the 0ld City of Jerus&lgq; But;waé Irsaidrearliet.
the Mufti‘®s mainﬁtaréets were Arabs ~ not Jews., With his henchman, Emil Ghory, he
organized the systematic murder of moderate Arab leaders, and he silenced the
rest. This encompassed entire clans of Arabs.who did not agree with the Mufti's
policy. The Nashashibi clan is a well-known example. These clans were either
wipad out - siwmply destroyed - or forced into exlle by the Mufti. The result of
this consistent policy was that by the end of the 1930s, moderate Arab public
opinion - "moderate” as anyone here would define it -~ had simply disappeared from
Palestine; it did not exist - at least publicly - because anyone who spoke about
the idea of coexistence, about the idea of moderation, about the idea of peace
between Arabs and Jews, was a dead man. The Mufti projected this same attitude,
with great success, to the surrounding community of Arab States and Arab
protectorates, which were all mobilized in the service of this Arab extremism,

But this was not enough for the Mufti. He had organized anti-Jewich riots,
first in Jerusalem in 1920, then in Safed, and then the great massacre of Hebron in
1929, which wiped out the ancient Jewish community there, ; community that had been
there for millenia. Thigs was not enough for the Mufti. He wanted to tie his
campaign to a more powerful, global engine - something that would ensure the
systematic and fimal annihilation of the Jews.

Well, there was only one such engine to be found at the time: it was made
readily available by the rise of Hazi Germany in the 1930s. Right around the time
of the rise of the lazis, we See the Muftl beginning to draw parallels betveen Hazi

Pan-Germanism and Pap-Arab nationalism, He was so succegsful in this campaian
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that by the time the Nazis introduced the Nuremburg racial laws - which was only
two years after their rise; Hitler came to power in 1933 and the Nuremburg racial
laws against the Jews were introduced in 1935 ~ Hitler receijved a tremendous flood

of congratulatory telegrams and letters; all sorte of other salutaticns of prailse,

from all corners of the A:abiwoxld. Let me give the Asgembly an example, The
Palestinian Arab newspaper Al-Liwa took its slogan directly from the Nazis; it
borrowed Hitler's slogan: "one country, one people, one leader”. Another
newspaper wrote this: “Hitlerism is truly symptomatic of a world which is sick to
death of the subversive activities of Judaism, which has developed a stranglehcld
on international economics™. On a religious holiday in May 1937, German flags and
photographs of Hitler were prominently displayed by Arab demonstrators in
Palestine, while Arab newspapers hailed the demonstration as a “significant gesture
of sympathy and respect with the Nazis and Fascists"”.

This was just laying the ground for what was to come next. And it came. At
the very beginning of the Second World War, in October 1939, the Mufti sent a
personal letter to Hitler. He said: "On the occasion of your great political and
military triumphs ... the Arab nation everywhere feels the greatest joy and deepest
gratification on the occasion of these great successes ... The Arab people ... will
be linked toc your country by a treaty of friendship and collaboration®™. Very
important words: friendship and collaboration., And indeed during the next two
years the relationship between the Mufti and Hitler flourished into friendship and
collaboration. 1In October 1941, the Nazi Government issued a formal communiqué in

Berlin promising to help in the "elimination of the Jewish National Home in

Palestinea®,
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Well, after such a signal, the Mufti was ready now for his grand entry., He
flew to Berlin and met Hitler in person for the first time on 28 November 1941,
Husseini. the Mufti, expreassed his willingness to co-operate with Germany in every

way - as he said - including the recruitment of an Arab legion. In return, Hitler

assured Husseini that he would become the official spokeswan for the Arab world. I
suppose Ghat in today's iargon this would most likely bs transmitted as “the sole
Jegitimate representative", Hitler told the Mufti that the two of them ghg;ed the
common goal of the destruction of Palestinian Jewry. N

In Berlin the Mufti worked very hard, energetically, on behalf of the Nazis.
He made repeated broadcasts over Nazi Radio. He encouraged, he urged Hoslems
everywhere to rise up against the"Alligs. He helped instigate a successful
uprising against the Allies in Xrag and fomented widespread unrest in Eqypt. He
visited Yugoslavia to recruit local Moslews. 1In fact he did recruit local Moslems,
about 6,000 of which wvere dispatched to fight under German command.

Between 1943 and 1944, the Mufti concentrated his activities on the Jews of
the Balkans, in Eastern Europe. He prevented the rescue of Jews from Bungary, from
Romania, from Bulgaria, from Croat;a; and he thwarted the immigration of J@wish
orphang to Palestine. He protested to the Nazis that not enough resocurces were
being devoted to preventing the escape of Jewish refugees from the Balkans, This
has been widely testified to, Hare is one example. Wilhelm Melchers, a Nazi
official who testified at the Nuremburg Trials on 6 August 1947, said: "The HMufti
was making protests everywhere ~ in the offices of the Foreign Minister, the
Secretary of Btate and in other S5 Headquarters®™. Thedse protests had an immediate
effect, as a rule, For example, on 13 May 1943, the Mufti personcily dalivered to
Ribbentrop a letter protesting against the plan to arrange the emigration of 4,000

Jewish children from Bulgario. Ribbentrop succumbed to the Mufti’s pressure. He
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quickly arranqedrfor a telegram to bersgnt to the German Ambassador in Sofia, by
which he prevented the emigration from taking place. The tragic result, of course,
was'that 4,000 Jewish children were condemned to death.

_,But,thﬁs:idol.of the“Pnoiwas sﬁ;;}rnogisatisf éd. He ﬁad aélqrqer gpjec;@yg -
a much larger objactive - in mind than merely preventing the escape of some Jews.
He wanted, as Hg}chgrs ard others pointed out at the Nuremburg Trials, to see "all
of them liguidated“. As in _the case of.theéBalkan Jews, ﬁe worked feverighly
towards the achievement of this goal. Adolph Bichmann's deputy, Dieter wisliceny,
testified that Husseini had “played a role in the decision to exterminate the
Buropean Jews._ The importance of this_role_must not be disregarded ... the Mufti
repeatedly,suggested toithe;various,autho:ities'with whom he was maintaining
contact, above all to Hitler, Ribbentrop and Himmler, the egtermination of European
Jewry. He considered this an appropriate solution to the Palestinian Problem®.

Eichmann's deputy vave eyewitness testimony about Husseini's involvement. He
said: "The Mufti was one of the initiators of the systematic extermination of
European Jewry and Lad been a collaborator and adviser of Eichmann and Himmler in
the execution of this plan., He was one of Eichmann's best friends and had
constantly incited him to accelerate the extermination measures. I heard him say
that, accompanied by Eichmann, he had visited incognito the gas chamber of
Auschwitz®., This is the man in "whose path" Yasser Arafat has vowed to continue.
Those are Arafat's words: “Fwhose path”.

How did such a war criminal escape punishment? After all, after the Second
World War, Nazi war criminals and collaborators were exposed, brought to trial and
sentenced and punished., Wot so in the Arab world. Nazi collaborators, Nazi war
criminals were greeted as heroes, Hundreds of Nazis found refuge, and, beyond

refuge, ewployment as advisers in murder, in many Arab capitals.
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So whileinazis- may have been defeated in Burope, it was very much alive in
the Middle East and indeed, after the war, Husseini fled Europe and was reinstated
a8 a leader in the highest Arab councils. From that position,whemqqg;inued to
spread the nazi poison throughout the Middle East., During the 1948 war, he issued
an exhortation to the Arab armies that concisely summed up his life's ambition: *“I
declare a Holy War. HMurder the Jews, HMurder them all”, It did not quite turn out
in that wgy,_igpgg the Arab armies were defeated, a process beganrto emerge, at
least between Israel and its eastern neighbour, and Abdullah of Jordan began
showing some signs that were interpreted, at least by the Huféi. as a willingness
to make peace with Israel. For that, Abdullah was murdered in i951 by the Mufti's
agents, and by the Mufti's inspiration.i This was a crucial escalgtion of the
earlier practice of assassination, because the targets by nowrwere nog merely
prominent people, they were the leaders of entire countries. This ultimate system
of intimidation, perfected by the Mufti and his disciples, is still very much with
us.

But the nazi legacy was continued in even more direct ways, &r) by that I mean
the recruitment and employment of nazie and neo-nazis. In 1969, for example, the
PLO recruited two former nazi instructors, Erich Altern, a leader of the Gestapo's
Jewish Affairs section, and Willi Berner, an SS officer in the Mauthausen
extermination camp. Another former nazi, Johann Schuller, was found supplying arms
t£o the Fatah and recruiting military instructors for it in Rome. The Belgian

Jean Tireault, secretary of the neo-nazi La Natlon Europeanne, whieh ls an
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crganization in Burope, also went on the Patah payroll, Still another Belgian, the
neo-pari Karl van der Put, recruited voluntears for the PLO.

In 1976, the Gcrman neo-nazi Otto Albrecht was arrested in West Germany. He
had PLO identity papers which the PLO had given him, together with $1.2 million to

buy weapons. In 1977, the Fatah agreed to train members of L'OCeuvre Francais, a

neo-nazi French group, which in turn agreed to carty out operations for the PLO.
In 1978, West Germany arrested four people who had used PLO facilities to smuggle
arms from Arab countries into West Germany; three of the four were members of the
*adolf Hitler Free Corps®.

Those and many other examples of ILO-nazi contacts became so well known that
even the Arab press had to_apkgowledge them, On 1} April 1981,.§or example, the
Saudi paper Majallah reported that neo-nazis from Europe and the United States were
training in PLO camps in Lebanon. That is true; they did train there. The results
of that training were revealed in many operations, including some recent ones - for
example, the PLO “Force 179 attack in Larnaca a few months ago. One of the three
killers turned out to be not an Arab but a British neo-nazi. The French newspaper,

the Nouvel Observateur, reported that in January 1984 the notorious German nec-nazi

terrorist, Odfried Hepp ~ one of the two leaders of the Hepp-Axel group, one of the
principal terrorist organizations in West Germany - joined Abul Abbas in the PLO

headquarters in Tunis, before Abbas himself also became personally notorious by

masterminding the Achille Lauro outrage.

Beyond this unbroken chain of practical ¢ollaboration and reciprocity between
nazis and Arab rejectionists, there is even deeper affinity that links the two. Jn
the first balf of this century, Arab extremists led by the Mufti signed a bleood
pact ~ those are the only words I can use, a blood pact ~ with nazi totalitarianism

to exterminate the Jews., In the szcond half of the century, the PLO under Arafat
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has sought the aid of Saviet tgtalita;ianisa to achieve the gontinuation of that
alm in its new form: the extermination of Israel. Underlying both initiatives is
the spirit of the Mufti's fervent hatred. It is a hatred that has killed the
chances for peace time and again. It is a hatred that moved Arafat to dance in the
str-ets when Sadat, the first Arab peace-maker - so far the only Arab peace-maker
with Israel - was murdered, It is a hatred that is annually reaffirmed in the PLO
charter that states plainly its intention to destroy the State of Israel. It is a
hatred that, however thinly disguised by the PLO's ambiguous rhetoric. bursts forth
with fiendish glee whenever its killers get the opportunity to murder Jews -
whether they be a crippled pensioner on a Mediterranean cruise, a defenceless
middle-~aged women in Lanarca, or a baby in Nahariyah.

But as in earlier periods, these attacks are not limited to Jews alone,
because the PLO, like the Muftil, has commandered the political process. Like the
Mufti, it murders any of its opponents who dare to speak of even the idea of the
ceexistence of Arabs and Jews - from people like Sartawi in Portugal, himself a
dissident member of the PLO, to Imam Khossander in Gaza, a regpected religious
leader gunned down by the PLO, to Aziz Shehadeh in Ramallah, who was murdered two
days ago for the same crime. In fact, from June 1%67 to January 1982 alone, the
PLC specifically made targets of and murdered 346 Palestinian Arabs, often
including their women and children. These are all people who dared to speak out
against the PLO, the group which "democratically® claims to speak on their behalf.

There are many Palestinian Arabs who, free from the threat of assassination,
would speak out for Jewish~Arab coexistence, The tragedy is that since the 1920s,

ince Haj Amin 21 Husseini, the Palestinian Arabs have been under the tyranny of a
small and violent band that has been bent not on coexistence or on peace with the
Jews, but on thelr annihilation; and any Arab veicing dissent has been simply

gunned down.
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If the peace process depends in any way oin these followers of tfc Mefti, there
will never be any peace. Just as the Mufti dashed any hope for peace in his tims,
the PLO remains committed - and Y say this despite its hollow professions of

Much has bsen made, in this forum also, of the PLO's supposed turn towards
moderation in recent months. We are told it intends to limit terrorist attacks to
"occupled territories™. Two things come to mind immediately. First, the obvious
one: nothing justifies terrorism, not even its geographical limitation. The
glaughter of innocents, the butchering of children and the murder of the elderly
are evils wherever they take place. But there is a second, less obvious point,

How does the PLO define “occupied territory"? wWhile many rushed to define Arafat's
recent statement on this matter as referring to Judea, Samaria and Gaza, what does
the PLO say?

In an interview with the BBC on 106 November 1985, Abu Iyad, a very senior PLO
leader, said:

*When we say occupied Palestine ... we consider all Palestine as occupied ...

Our resistance will be everywhere inside the territory and that is not defined

in terms of the West Bank and the Gaza alone.®
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eader, Farouk Ksddoumi, told the French daily Quotidien de Paris
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"Isxael is occupied territory ... whether it was conguered in 1967 or earlier

in 1948 ... We speak of all the tet;itorf Ehatrig Palgstinéjf

By the PLO's own admission, then, its aim remainsg the liquidation of all of
Israel, considered “occupied territory" in its entirety. The PLO's brutal methed,
terrorism, is therefore applicable throughou§ Israel. There are some who refuse to
acknowledge this reality head on ~ although they are aware of it, they refuse to
acknowledge it - and tend to fall on vague PLO formulations which they claim show
the PIO's readiness to exchange territory for peace - “land for peace" is the way

it is put. For example, Jordan's Foreign Minister, Mr, Taher Masri, in a speech to

the American Enterprise Institute on 19 March this year, said:

“The importance of the Jordanizn-Palestinian agreement is that it publicly

obligates the PIO for the first time to accept the principle of ‘land in

exchange for peace'.”

Again, let us take a look at what the PLO itself says. It does not read the
“land for peace” formula as a call for the establishment of a permanent peace with
Israel in return for Israel’s withdrawal from certain territories claimed by the
Arabs; rather it views this formula within the context of its "policy of stages® ~
that is the programme formulated in 1974 to establish a Palestinian State on the
territory from which Israel would withdraw, as a step towards the subsequent
destruction of Israel.

Of course, in this context the words "land™ and “"peace®™ take on an entirely

different meanlng. What meaning? Listen to what Khaled al-Hassan, Head of Fatah's

Information Department sald recently:
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"Everyone who accoepted the dacisions of the Palestinian National Council and

the policy of stages ... cannoct oppose the sentence 'land in exchange for

peace' since ut its starting point is the policy of stages.®

And what.’precisely;fis the policy of stages? As recently as May this year a
PLO leadex, Abu Nazir, said:

“When we demand the establishgent of a Palestinian State, or even a Jordan-¥Fi0

confederation, this is a strateqy leading to the establishment of a State over

all of Palestine. The 'phased policy' provides us with a springboard towards

further goals.™

Khaled al-Hassan elaborates:

*While the ‘phased policy' prescribes accepting anything possible during the

first phase, we are determined to carry on the battle until the final goal is

attained. The struggle will be long and will be decided only when Zionism is

annihilated."

80 what do we see here? We see that the PLO has not altered its goal cne
iota. It continues to deny Israel's right to exist., It continues actively to seek
its destruction, It continues to practise a deliberate campaign of terror against
children, women, commuters, shoppers, travellers. This campaign developed by the
Fatah is now the staple of all PLO factions, whether they be pro~ or anti-Arafat,

as can be plainly seen in the recent murders on the Achille Lauro, in Larnaca,

Barcelona and Malta. Just as in the days of the Mazlis, Jews are selectively
singled out for extermination.

Of course, after each outrage the PLO issues its custorary double talk, lies
and denials. It relies on the gullibility ani credulity of civilized uwocleties,
which it hopes will belleve a lie If 1t is repeated often enocugh or if it allows
them to avoid faecing unpleasant truths., In this, the PLO falthfully follows

Goobbels, another of Hugscini's mentorco.
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There is apparently no limit to this lying. X am told that a faw hours ago -
in fact, an hour and a half ago ~ in this building & senior PLO representative,

Farouk Kaddoumi, said that Mrs. Klinghoffer had pushed her husband off the

Achille Lauro to collect the insurance wmoney. 'I do not think Goebbels could have
thoughtrthat one up. -

Lies and deceptions. oOutrageous lies and decep@ion. That is the technique.
You say one thing in Arabic; you say another thing in English, French or whatever
other language. When Arafat talks in English he talks of peace, or vague
formulations of peace - the peace of the grave that X mentioned - but when he talks
in Arabic he talks of war. On “The Voice of Palestine® from Algiers just the other
day, 1 December, he said:

"The Palestinian people will fight the Zionist foe to the last baby in its

mother's womb."™

I do not know if he meant a Palestinian baby or a Zionist baby. I de not
think it really matters. What matters is the cruel, uninhibited commitment to
total war, a war to the last baby, a war of extermination, and the cavalier, wilfil
disregard of the terrible suffering that such a war will inflict on Arab and Jew
alike. Once again, Arafat unswervingly follows the "path set by the Mufti™.

I am glad this Assembly had the wisdom to cecognize that even excess has its
limits when it chose not to invite such a man, who :epresests such an organization,
who represents such a legacy, to its fortieth anniversary celebrations.

But if we arc speaking on the subject of hypocrisy and double talk regarding
the quesgtion of Palestine we cannot leave this matter in the hands of the PLO
alone, It ig not only the PLO that murders Jews and Palestinian Arabs in i&s
vaunted "quest §f . peace®. There are many others wiho do the same. In fact,
geveral representatives of such countries have spoken during this debate. They

have ehcd crocodile tears for the fate of the Palestinians, whom they have boeen
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happily killing, just like the PLO, and whom they have prevented from reaching a
peaceful solution with Xsrasl. ALl the bilge that those representatives have
poured cut here does not netitia response, but'I want to focus on one example which
1 believe is the guintgsaentgé}iéyanple of whagrge a:g;talking about: Syria.

Syria has massacred droves of Palestinian Arabs, not only in Lebenon but, as the
PLO itself acknowledges - acknowledges? It accuses Assad of this ~ in the camps of
Yarmuk, Haled and Darah in Syria itself. One could give other examples, but the
main point is this: the Palestinian guestion is a code word, it has becomes nothing
more than an empty slogan used by extremists throughout the Arab world in their war
for power and prominence. I think one can see what unites them. Not much, but by
their rejection of Camp David they established a common Erontrknown as the
rejectionist front. One can see that what unites these extremists from Tripoli to
Aden, to Damascus, to Baghdad, is their determination to destroy any initiative

that truly seeks to bring the parties together.
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hiece is a clash going on in the Middle East, a clash between a stuttering.,
hesitant, weak and fearful moderation, or a desire for moderation, and extremism.
In that clash the:ercan be no substitute for courage. The moderztes must decide;
they must -akaia;s;ands they must refuse to submit to the rejecticonists; they must
defy the stranglehold of terror and intimidation; they must publicly discwn and
discard the Mufti's descendants; they must disown the kind of statements I have
Guoted today, that chain of venom and hate. I assure the Assembly that the minute
they do so they will find in Israel a most enthusiastic partner for peace.
Israel's leaders have expressed time and again here and in other fcrums our
desire to initiate direct negotiations. I believe that such negotiations,
conducted in good faith by parties genuinely seeking a peaceful solution, could
Btartle the world. The problems that seemed insoluble could quickly be solved, and

the prospect of a new beginning between Jews and Arabs that has so long eluded us

will no longer elude us.

Mr. VELAZOD SAN JOSE (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): Year after

year we meet here to debate the question of Palestine and time and again we hear
repeated, as in previous years, that there can be no solution to the Middle East
crigis without a solution to the problem of Palestine, which is at its very core.
Time and again it is reiterated that there must be recognition of, and respect for,
the right of the Palestinian people once and for all to establish themselves in
their own homeland and that there must also be acceptance, once and for all, of the
fact that the Palestine Liberation Organization (PIQ) is the sole legitimate
representative of that people.

However, despite that strong call by the international community, the
Palestinian prople continue to live a wandering existence, submitted to all kinds
of outrage and diserimination in their own land, wherc they werce boin, deprived of

gheir most elementary rights, sbused, persecuted, slandersd and murdered by the
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bullets and bombs of thooe whe claim to sepresant 2 paople that once suffered
similar outrages at the hands of Nazi Germany,

That is the terrible paradox afrthe situation. The Zionist leaders of Israel
are today using against therP;lestinian geo§1e the same methods, tﬁe same cruelty,
the same ruthlegsness, as the Jewish people once cuffered under Hitler's hordes.

For there is nothing more like the pogroms of yesterday than the expulsion of
entire villages, the dynamiting of houses, the razing of communities with
bulldozers until not a vestige of life is left on the land there., What differences
are there between the concentration camps and the gas chambers of yesterday and the
Dantesque pictures of men, women and children murdered in the refugse camps of
Sabra and Shatila? How much longer will the international community permit the
continuation of that tragedy, which has gone on day after day, month after month,
year after year? How long will the international community put up with the
excesses of the Zicnist régime and its systematic rejection of the agreements and
resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assembly? Or is it impossible
for the overwhelming majority of nations represented at the United Nations to
secure respect for the Charter and end once and for all Israel's genocidal policy?

As for those who demagogically raise the flag of human rights and
hypocritically profess dismay over alleged violations of those rights in certain
parts of the world, we must remind them that the Palestinian people's rights are
not being violated because, they plainly and simply do not have any rights; because
the Zionists plainly and simply do not consider the Palestinians as human beings,

Every year at this time the press and television in this city devote
considerable coverage to the plight of citizens of this country who lack bhousing
and have to find refuge in special centres eguipped For the purpese so that they

will not freeze to death. Hag any representative ever geen in the press or
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television coverage anything al
in the refugee cawmps?

The logic of the Zionists and their imperialist partners is that the
Palestinians, not being human b:eixlgs. possess “°,f,,19?‘,tfs,‘,_,,

It is no secret to anyone rt,hat only the pnlibtical.ﬁemnonic, military and
diplomatic support of the United States for Israel enables the Zionists to continue
their arrogant poli;y in the Middle East, and that without the substantial
assistance they receive in every sphiere it would not be possible for them to
continue to deny the Palestinian people their most elementary rights, to occupy the B
Golan Heights or Lebanese territory or to launch their bombers against PIQ
facilities in Tunisia,

The policy of State terrorism being applied by Israel against its Arab
neighbours is the same State terrorism being applied by the South African racists
against Angola and the front-line States, and it is the same State terrorism being
applied by the United States against Nicaragua, That is the trilogy of State
terrorism; it is bandifry taken into the interpational arena. It is a philosophy
of utter contempt for peoples and is the policy of force and oppression.

It is that policy of Israel and the United States that has so far prevented
the convening of an international pelice conference on the Middle East, under United
Nations auspices and with the participation of all the paréies concerned, including
the Palestine Liberation Organization, in accordance with paragraph 6 of the
Declaration of the International Conference on the Question on Palestine, held in
Geneva in 19832, and General Assembly resolution 38/58, of 13 December that year.

Despite the efforts of the Secretary-Genmeral and the overwhelming support
given to that peace initiative, it has still not been possible o make progress in
preparing for the convening of that Conference, owing to the intransigence of

Tarael and thie United States, which persist in preventing it.
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The Nop-Aligned Movement. which has always given the people of Palestine its
support and solidarity, again reiterated at its Ministerial Conference in Luanda

its fica support for the cause of that people and its cmdemtion of Israeli

practices against the Palestinians and other Arabs living under zionist occupation.
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The Ministers likewise stated once again that achisvemant of a just and
lasting peace in the Middle East depended upon Israel's withdrawal from all
Palestinian territories, and the territories of other Arab countries that it has
occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and the exercise by the Palestinian
people of all their legitimate and inalienable rights, inoluding. the tiqht-to
return to their homes, the right to self-~determination, without external
influences, and the right to national independence, as well as the right to
establish a sovereign»independent State in Palestine, in conformity with the
principles of the United Nations Charter and the relevant resolutions.

The Cuban people, heirs to a long and rich history of astruggle for freedom and
justice, will continue to express their militant solidarity with the Palestinian
people and will not cease to denounce the Zionists and their imperialist allies who
are today depriving the Palestinian people of their most elementary rights.

Me. ZARIF (Afghanistan): The question of Palestine constitutes one of
the oldest issues on the agenda of the United Nations General Assembly.

This question, which arose as a result of the machinations by world
imperialism and its illegitimate brainchild, Zionism, is centred in the arrogant
denial to the Palestinian people of their inalienable national rights. It lies at
the crux of the whole Arab-Israeli conflict in the Middle East and has occupied the
minds of many nations and international organizations in their search for a just
solution. Thousands of hours have been spent considering this issue in hundreds of
international and regional conferences and gatherings and dozens of declarations,
decisiong, communigqués, resolutions and plans of action have been adopted with the
cole purpose of achieving a lasting and comprehensive solution and thus putting an

end to the prolongad tragedy of milliong of Palestinians. None of these efforts,
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however, have brought closer the attainment of a seétlement, or the estabiishment
of peace for that matter. Palestinian territories, togeéher with other Arab lands,
gtill remain in the firm grip of Israeli occupation. Acts of violencernd
tepression against Palestinians and otherrgrabﬁpopulations of the occupied
territories are afiecting‘ever larger segments of those peoples, and there seems to
be no end to the Israeli policy of acquisition of territory by force.

Continuation of the plight of the Palestinians can in no way be attributed to
a lack of endeavour on the part of the international community. Nor can it be
based on the pretext that the;e exists no ;ealistic and just basis on which a
permanent solution could be built.

The United Nationsiinheribed the problem of Palestine when it had already
acguired dangetous;éimensions; The'developments that have occurred since then
gre:stly added to the tension which have plunged the region, more than once, into
all-cut armed confrontations resulting in enormous loss of life and property.

Conscious of its dirc.. responsibility for maintaining international peace and
security, the United Nations has remained seized of the situation and has exerted
every effort in order to bring about a comprehensive and durable peace in the
Middle East through a just solution of the Palestinian problem. 1n the resolutions
of its most important and authoritative organs, the Security Council and the
General Assembly, the United Nations has given a clear definition of the nature and
scope Of the problem.

These resolutions not only reflected the verdict of the international
community towards the Palestin un issue, but also drew the basic quidelines for
achieving an acceptable solution to it.

It is highly disquieting for peace-loving humanicy to note that nope of their

repeated demands for the restoration of peace in this war-stricken region of
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the world, through the implementation of the United Nations resolutions, have been
complied with by the Zionist régime of israel and its imperialist mentors.

In gross and repeated breaches of the Charter and in violation of Security
Council and General Assembly resolut;ons. Israel stubbornly refuses to pit.hdraw its
forces and,administrationifrom/—the éalestinian and other Arab territories it has
occupied since 1967. 1In line with their cynical ambition for establishing the
so-called "greater Israel®, the Zionist rulers have embarked on the path of
absorbing the territo:ies of Qg:t_)egs._ Despite the strong warnings of the
international community, the Zionist rdgime p:onuiqated the so~-called “Basic Law",
declared the Holy City of Jerusalem as the "eternal® capital of Israel. 1In the
same vein, Israel not only refuses to return the vast territories of the Syrian
Arab Rep;xblic in the Golan Heights to Syria's sovereignty, but has enacted
legislation purported to permanently annex them to Israel.

Clear reflection of the same illegal practice can be observed in the occupied
terricories of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Israel has persistently continued
with its policy of proliferating Jewish colonial settlements in those areas. As in
the past, further thousands of the indigenous inhabitants were forcefully evacuated
last year from their homes and towns, or had to abandon them due to enormous
rressure and intimidation by the occupying authorities and the Zionist settlers.
Land and properties thus confiscated are usually used for establishing new
settlements and expanding the old ones, or for constructing new military facilities
for the occupying forces.

Other laws and regulations enforced by the Israeli authorities, in complete
viglation of the 1949 Geneva Conventions, have extended their ominous effects to
every aspect of life in the occupied territoriss. Local administrations, such as

city, town and village councils, are dismantled and their elected officials are
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dismissed and replaced by military or civilian administrations of the the occupying
Power, Academic and social institutions, such as schools, universities and trade
unions are repeatedly closed down. Moslem mosques and holy shrines are vandalized
and peaceful citizens remained targets of constant harassment by the terrorist .
groups of settlerivigilantes ﬁr tﬁe police of the dccupyinq Power, N

These and many other similar practices have remained permanent causes of alarm
for the population of the occupied territories and for concerned humanity. The
bitter memories of the massacre of innocent Palestigian refugees in the Sabra and
Shatila refugee camps and the piratical Israeli air-?aid of Tunis, resulting in the
murder of over 160 people, are still fresh in our minds. If we are to praevent the
recurrence of those bestial and abhorrent actions, weimust take serious steps
towards defusing the tension which is increasing as a result of atrocities
committed by the Zionist régime.

Buffice it to say that Zionist arrogance could not have prevailed over the
repeatedly expressed wishes of the overwhelming majority of mankind had it not been
defended and encouraged by its imperialist allies, first and foremost, United
States imperialism. The United States, which has forged a so-called “strategic
alliance" with the Zionist régime, has been rendering it enormous unconditional
political, economic and military support which has enabled it toc perpetrate acts of

aggression against sovereign Arab countries of the area, notably Syria and Lebanon.
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It is United States imperialism that has effectively paralysed the Security Council
by using its veto power and preventing the adoption of measures thag would call to
order the outlawed régime of Israel.

The United States perpetual conspiracies againstrthe inte;national peace and
segurity have beeﬁ once again manifested by its continued negative response totthe
repeated ¢alls of the General Assembly for the convening of an international
conference on peace in the Middle East. We strongly condemn such an irresponsible
attitudg towards one of the burning issues of our time. 1In this connection, we
hail the constructive position of the Soviet Union and voice our support for their
timely and realistic proposals of 30 July 1984.

While expressing appreciation to the Secretary-General for his endeqvoursé
aimed at preparing the ground for the holding of the>proposedrcon£erence. we ﬁ:ge
him to redouble his efforts in that direction.

It is, of course, necessary that the Palestine Liberation Organization (PFLO),
the sole and leqigimatc representative of the people of Palestine, participates on
an equal footing in such a conference. We reject any attempt to isolate the
question of Palestine from the rest of the Middle East problem and consider all
collusive and partial agreements to have no moral or legal validity. Past
experience has shown that only a just and comprehensive settlement can bring
lasting peace to the Middle East, the sine qua non of which is the attainment by
the Palestinian people of their inalienable legitimate rights.

In their struggle to recover their territories and to egercise their national
sovereign rights, tne heroic people of Palestine and the valiant patriots of Syria
and Laobanon have the full selidarity and support of the Afghan people and
Government .

I wish to conclude my statement with the following quotation from the message

of Babrak Karmal, Genefal Secretary of the Central Committee of the People's
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Damocratic Party of Afghanistan and President cf the Revolutionary Council of the
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan on the occasion of the International Day of
Solidarity with the Palestinian people: |
vigorously condemn Iscael for its continuing occupation of Palestinian and
Arab territories, and the United States for its all round support of Israel's
expansionist,Vaggressiverand colonia1i§: policies.

“While the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan supports the continued
efforts of the United Nations to find a jﬁst and comprehensive sclution to the
Migdle East problem, it believes that the early convening of an international
peace conference on the Middle East, with the participation of all interested
parties, including the PLO, as is the demand of the overwhelming majority of
nations, would be able to bring a durable peace to the long suffering
Palestinians and other Arab people living under the occupationist rule of
israel.

"I would like once again to reiterate our firm support for and solidarity
with the Palestinian and other Arab people struggling against the inhuman
policies of Zionism and imperialism."

Mr. SAIGNAVWONG (Lao People's Democratic Republic) (interpretation from

French): With each year that passes the guestion of Palestine, which has already
been with us for nearly 40 years, ic exacerbated and becomes more complex.

Pursuing its expansionist policy, Israel not cnly refuses to withdraw from the
Palestinian and Arab territories occupied since 1967 but, on the contrary, has made
every sffort to annex those territories, specifically by continuing its policy of
Jewigh cettlements, forcible displacement or deportation of the Arab populatkion and

the confiscation of Arab lands. To facilitate the annexation of these lands, the
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military occupation authorities have not hesitated to incite armed Jewish colonists .
to acts of provocation, intimidation and viclence against the Palestinians to

compel them to abandon their ancestral homes. To all this are added almost daily

acts of repression against Palestinians in the ;gfugeg'camps}:

An examination of these facts demonstrates that Isfael seeks not only the
annexation of Palestinian lands but the physical elimination of the Palestinian
people. Ig:ggl!g‘rutglggg actign,agaipst thoée people is‘not limited to Palestine
but>extends Eo neighbcqping.and even distant Arab cuuntries; To give but a few
examnples, the aguression against Lebanon, the seige of Beirut and the Sabra and
Shatila massacres are still fresh in our memories. And we have recently seen the
bombardment of an area of Tunis, which is thousands of kilometres from the Israeli
borders, by Israeli military aircraft, claiming many innocent Palestinian civilian
victims, These acts have been vigorously condemned by the international community
in general, with the exception of the protector of Israel with which that country
is linked by a strategic alliance. Without the unconditional support of that
protector, Israel would not have been able to continue with impunity to violate the
provisions of the Charter, the resolutions of the United Nations and the norms of
international law and arrogantly defy the international community.

In this connection, one cannot but ask how a great Power, a permanent Nemder
of the Security Council, which, furthermore, claims to be the champion of human
rights and democracy, can endorse acts which are a flagrant violations of the
fundamental rights of a people, the Palestinian Arab people, or the policy of
apar theid, which the inkternaticnal community has declared to be a crime against
humanity. However, in view of the way that Power behaves in Central America,
especially Nicaragua, we are not particularly surprised, Furthermore, Zionism and

A

“canstructive engagement®, serve the interests of its imperialist policy.
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It goes without saying that this policy and these barbarous practices by

Israel against the Palestinian people, by giving rise to an endless chain of

viclence, have only exacerbated the tension in the region, thus increasing the
threat to international peace and security. -  ——— - .

Thevintemational community has frequently reaffirmed that the question of
Palestine is the core of the problem of the Middle East and the origin of the
Arab-Igraeli conflict. This question demapd_s a rapid solution since it has
persisted for far too long, but what sort of solution should it be?

All that the Palestinian people, which is carrying on a heroic struggle under
the guidance of the Palestingrlépregqtion Orqanizat;riﬁqn {(PLO), its gole, legitimate
representative, asks is recognition and t.hg exetcisg of }ts fundamental national
rights, including the right to establish its own independentIState in Palestine.

In the Geneva Declaration adopted by acclamation in 1983 by the International
Conference on the Question of Palestine and endorsed by the General Assembly, the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people were reaffirmed. That Declaration
also called for the convening of an international conference on peace in the Middle
East in which all parties to the conflict, including the PLO, would participate on
an equal footing, as well as the United States, the Soviet Union and other

interested countries, and to this end established a certain number of guiding

principles,
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For its part, ny delegation reaffirms its support for such a conference, which
would provide the mostirealistic possibility of establishing a just and lasting
peace in the region, ensuring recognition of the inalienable righte of the
Palestinian people guaranteeing of the existence and security oi all the States in
the region. The Arab peace plan adopted by the Atab Summit in Fez and the 7
initiative put forward by the Soviet Union in 1984 could form the basis for the
work of the Conference;,, . | | |

The General Assembly, in endorsing the recommendations of the Conferxence on
the Question of Palestine invited the. Secretary-General, at its thirty-eighth and
thirgy-ninth sessions, to continue his efforts to contribute to the rapid convening
of a conference on-peace in the Middle Bast. N

In this connection,Amy delegation expresses its deep appreciation of the
unceasing efforts of the Secretary-General to that end and pays a tribute to the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Peaple for
the devotion with which it has discharged its noble task,

However, my delegation regrets that the convening of such a conference should
at present be blocked by the categorical opposition of two countries which
obstinately persist in their plan for a "separate peace® and “direction
negotiations" and their desire to exclude the main interested party, the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO). The basic aim of that plan is to serve their
expansionist, imperialist policy in that region as in the rest of the world.

Whatever the casge, we feel that, with the unity and cohesion of the
Palestinian people and the unswerving solidarity of the Arab world, the obstacles
still in the way of the establishment of a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in
the Middle East are not insurmountable, Whatever difficulties the Palestinian
people may encounter in its just struggle, it will always have the support of the

Lao people and Government.
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Mr. AZZAROUK (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic): Once
more we are considering the question of Palestine, that question which has been a
constant item on the agenda of the Gerneral Assembly for the past four decades ~

more precisely, since the British delegation requested in a message dated

2 April 1907 addressed to the Secretary-General, the inclusion of the question of
Palestine‘in the agenda of the second session of the General Assembly.

Despite the fact that our debates were not destined to contribute to the
solution of the qﬁestion of Palestine, they have not been without scme usefulness.
Suffice itrﬁo say that every year they remind us and the world that there is an
agenda item entitled “Question of PFalestine™. It is a sad and bewildering paradox
that we are hagpyrto keep this question under consideration because if we did not
continue to'discuss this matter it could be Eorgotten'among the curcent Arab
options £o the extent that this annual exposé has become an integral part of those
eptions,

The guegtion of Palestine, its causes and developments are well kKnown to all.
There is no need to talk of its political, national, regional and international
dimensions. Do we need at every session to affirm that nothing in the worlid has
been so subjected to uncertainties, obfuscation and the forgetfulness and
indifference of the international community as the question, the people, the
territory and the struggle of Palestine? 1Is there really any need to reiterate at
every session that the question of Palestine is the question of a people displaced
by terrorism and violence, whose territory has been usurped by force and aggression
and whose rights have been wrested from it by deception? Must we constantly repeat
that the policies of genecide, repression, exile and displacement are still being
practised against that people in the occupied Palestinian territories and the areas

to which Palestinians have been dispersed? Do we need to reiterate every year that

any 9just and lasting solution to what has become known as the question of the
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Middle East must necessarily be achieved through a solution of the guestion of
Palestine, which is the core of the problem of the Middle East and the focsl point
of the traqgéy tq' which the peoples of thgti g_gggqcl ,llavieﬁffqr,sg long been subjected?

The ans!e,rs,al:e; well Known by all, bEﬁ we arg)d;eétiﬁéd to re;peat:' t.‘hex_n every
year and at every session, as if deep down we acte afl_:aid that our cause will really
be forgotten and that the international community will disregard our rights because
of the Arab options we have adopted and are putting into practice, putting us and
the people of Palestine at the beginning of a long, dark tunnel at the end of which
we see no glimmer of light. ‘ 7

During this session we have commemorated the fortieth anniversary of the
'establishment of theVUnited Nations, but the question of Palestine and the tragedy
of the Palestinian people remains unsolved. The explosive situation in the Arab
region resulting from the qutpation of Palestine, the displacement of its peopie
and the denial of its basic rights, in particular the right to return, to
self-determination, and to establish an independent State of its own on its entire
national soil, continues to be a cause of concern to the international community.

The usurping Zionist enemy has not confined itself to usurpation of the land
and the displacement of the Palestinian people but has harassed Palestine rafugees
in their camps, where from time to time they have suffered the most terribie
tragedies and deliberate attempts to e2liminate them as the symbol of a cause and
their name as the name of a land.

Despite those tragedies and the passing of four decades, the international
community as represented in this Opganization bas still not been able to set the

record straight and enable the Palestinian people to exercise its fundamental,

legitimate, inaliepable right to return and to self-determination in accordance
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with the United Nations Charter, the principles of international law and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The continuance of the tragedy of the Palestinian people is a stern test of
this Organization's credibility, and particularly its usefulness, after 40 years of
existence and 40 years after the beginning of the tragedy gf'theAPalesfinian
people, Today we see the Zionist entity unabashedly and unashamedly wreaking havoc
in the region, violating frontierg, kidnapping citizens, demolishing houses,
burning farms, confiscating 1ands; violating international conventions, and
flouting the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly qu the Secu:ity.
Council. This dggs indeed cast doubt on the credibility and even the usefulness of
the Organi2qtion.

The Zionist entity has refused for four decades to imélement paragraph 11 of

General Assembly resolution 194 (IXI), adopted on 11 December 1948, which

explicitly establishes the right of the Palestinian people t0 return to their homes,
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The problem of the Palestinian refugees has continued to defy solution, and
today it is one of the oldest of the world's problens.r Host Arab countries are now
harbouring the third and fourth generations of Palestinian refugees born in exile.
Indeed, the refugee problem llas grown so massive that there are some in the world
who believe that the question of Palestine involves onlyirefugees.' 7

Althoughithe problem ofVPalestinian refugees is the most important aspect of
the Palestinian guestion E;om the humanitarian point of view, it is only one
element in that question, which is, as ever, the question of an entire people who
have been displaced from their homeland and whose territory has been usurped, the
question of a people, of a homeland, and of sovereignty. Any attempt to depict the
question of Palestine as exclusively a refugee problem is foredoowad to failute.

We all know of the failures that have resulted from faulty concepts, wrong analysis
and inability to understand a situation., Any move that ignores any of the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people will meet with the same fate, in
whatever quise it is presented and whatever its underliying intent.

In light of the Zionist entity's flouting of the resolutions and
recommendations of the United Nations, it is high time for the General Assembly to
reconSider its position concerning the Zionist entity and that entity's
non-peace-loving nature within the context of the resolution adopted at the ninth
special session.

The United States, following upon its strategic accord with the Zionist
entity, has become a direct partner with ~

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I call upon the

representative ~f Israel, who has asked to speak on a poinv of order.

Mr. BEIN (Israel): The representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiciya has
just made several references to my country, Iscael, as "the Zionist entity”. I
wigh £0 stress that I 4o not in any way oppose being called “Zicnist®. On the

contrary, I am very proud of it. Ag you all know, Zionlsm is the natienal
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liberation movement of the Jewish people. It is a positive movement striving only
for construchive.develepment. It is the legitimate national movement of my people
and is not directed against any chhet‘people or individual.

what I do oppose, however, is that a State, a Member of the United Natiomns, is
being called *entity”. We too could resort to calling the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya a
military, dictatorial, aggressor, terrorist and racist entity, but we would rather
not. We would prefer the General Assembly to refrain from these repetitious
nape-callings.

I repeat: Member States of the United Nations have names., I would suggest,
Mr, President, that you ask representatives to use these, and only these, names,
even when criticized or criticizing, and that we all refrain from name-calling and
dedicate ourselves to constructive deliberations only.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the representative

of Israel for his intervemticn. X request the speaker to be kind enough to use the
usual nomenclature of the United Nations in referring to a given State. 1T invite

the speaker to continue.

Mr, AZZAROUK (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (intecrpretation from Arabic): I

£ind it strange, Mr. President, to be interrupted by the representative of the
defiant Zionist entity. The procedures followed in this forum are very well known

t all. He can exercise his right -

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish}: 1 would be grateful if

representatives would be kind enough, for the sake of the good order of the work oF
the Assembly, to refer to countries by the name by which they have been officially
registered in the United Nations. It will not get us anywhere to become involved
in a lengthy and time-consuming reciprecal procedure beesuse States take to

referring to each other in ways that should not prevail in this room.
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I would also like to point out to the representative of Israel that his speech
could hardly be described as mild in tone. Of course, it is understandable that in
dealing with such an inflammatory issue as that now bef.ce us, it can occasionally
happen that an extempore remark may be couched in the sort of language that should
not be ;séqrherelw i théﬁk QAQ allrfor7yqurfc&ilabor§t;oﬁ; Ai invi@eithg -
representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to continue.

Mr. AZ2AROUK (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic): The
United States, following iggﬁstrategic accord with the Zionist entity, has become a
direct partner with a 1arge ghare in the responsibilityvfor all the expansionist,
aggressive wars that that entity has waged to achieve expansion and to bring about
the establishment of the so-called greater Iscael., The United States iz also
responsible for all the Istagli practices carried out in the occupied Arab
territories in violation of all the relevant international conventions, rules and
laws.,

Some in the General Assembly and in the Security Council, and even in
committees, are fond of speaking of history and of law. History and law have never
been more falsified than by those speakers. The attempt to disguise this
falsification by trying to gain the sympathy of the international community for the
persecution to which the Jews have been subjected throughout the ages, in order to
justify the resurgence of a Jewish State from the ashes under which i1t has lain
buried for 2000 years. That Jewish State lasted for only 78 years, a very short
moment in history. Wwords of truth are spoken in service of what is wrong.

Of course, there is no one who dees not condemn the massacres of the Jews at
the hands of the Nazis. But those massacres, however horrendous, do not in any way
justify rewriting history and recodifying the law, Those massacres do not justify
the new massacres being perpetrated by Zionism against the Palestinian people, like

those at Deir Yassin, Rafr Kassem, Kibia, Sabra and Shatiia, They do not justify



RM/11 : A/40/PV.103
49-50

(Mr, Azzarouit, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya)
Zionist raids, against refugee camps which turned them all into rubble, like the
camps of Sabra and Shatila. And such attacks have grown in scope. They are no
longer confined to Lebanon, Jordan or .Syvria; they now reach as far as Baghdad and
Tunis, in implementatior of the policy of the long arm and the iron fist,

The massacres of the Jews do not juéti.{y the genocide of an entire people, the
displacement of their children and the confiscation of their territory and property
on the basis of some mythical acguments with no foundation in history or law. What
is the historical basis for the attempt by the Emperor Cyrus - _the first recorded
in history - to establish a &‘egisn State in Palestine, other than that he dreamtj.u
that Jehovah ordecr=d him to free the prisoners of Babylon and allow them to return

to Falescine to rebuild their sanciuary and re-establish their State. Whether the

vision of Cyrus was a true one or whrethet” his dr”eam was only ar; éxpresszién of |
political ambitieng. the result is the same: the only historicél or legal basis
for that State is a "midsummer-night's dream” of 539 B.C. And what is the
historical basis for the Napoleonic promise of 1799 to the Jews that he would
establish a State for them in the land of Palestine as the price for their
participation in hiy wars? What is the historical basis for the idea of
Palmereton, Foreign Minister of Great Britain, had in 1840 for the establishment of
a Jewish State in Palestine, other than his hope that that State might constitute a

bulwvark against any sinister scheme by Muhamad Ali or his successors?
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What is the historic basis of the plan put forward by Disraeli, the Britigh
diplomat, to pave the way for the establisnment of a Jewish State in Palestine?
Abba Eban, the former Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Zionist entity and the

Chairman of the Comuitte on External Affairs ln‘théi§;~gaiigéniéragli Knesset, was
explicit when heisaid: 7'The motives of Disraeli were, first and foremost, the
interests of Britain." The motives of Napoleon, Disraeli, Palmerston and Balfour
were exactly the same, in that they had nothing to dorwith histoty or law and aimed
only at secving special political interests. S

Therefore, iﬁAit is necessary to resort to the concept of historical rights,
the Arabs alone are entitled to enjoy these rights, because an objective analysis
of historical facts and the lessons to be drawn from them confirm unequivocally
that Palestine is an Arab territory inhabited by a people who speak the same
language, have the same cultural aspirations and hopes, and are united by common
interests. Palestine, which has been Arab for 4,000 years, has kept its identity
despite the fact that a number of communities or States have invaded it over the
years. The Holy Bible itself affirms that the Semitic Canaanite tribes had settled
in Palestine; these tribes were Arab by virtue of their geographical origin, The
Hebrew tribes under Joshua did not invade parts of Palestine until the thirteenth
or fourteenth centuries B.C. These invading tribes found a prosperous civilization
that was mentioned in the Bible. The Canaanites had settled in Palestine as early
as the late Stone Age, and they can be traced back to the Semitic tribes that
emigrated from their original homeland, the Arabian peninsula, according to all
theories now recognized in scientific circles.

Thus, we see that, historically, the ancient Hebrew tribes did not originate

in Palestine, and even when they occupied it for a very short period -~ no longer

than 78 years ~ they occupied only a very small part of Palestine and a larger part
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remained the property of the Palestinians who gave the land their name. If the
ancient Hebrews were not born in Palestine, we all Know wiere the new Hebrews
originated and where they came from to the land of Palestine.

AlljthisAéoﬁfiégg;theihistqfigglifaetiﬁbat the land of angap, which‘was
ivhabited by the Semitic Canaanites, namely, Arabs, was then invaded by alien
He rew tribes. It is noteworthy that the Hebrew entity survived for only a short
time - a period so short that history does not even take account of it because that
entity survived for only 78 years asrcompared to over 4,000 years during which the
Arabs lived in Palestine. The Hebrew entity was divided into two antagonistic
Kingdoms: the Kingdom of Israel and the Kingdom of Judaea. In the seventeenth
century B.C; this dual entity disappeazedrand the ragion was invaded by the
Persians, the Macedonians, the Assyrians, the Babylonians and the Romans, who came
in 64 B.C. and occupied Jerusalem and imposed their domination over Palestine,
which was then inhabited by Arabs and some other tribes. Since 120 B.C. Palestine
can be considered as having again bégome an Arab province. Is it the right of all
those who have occupied Palestine to return to it after 2,000 years, considering it
the “Promised Land"? Do the Arabs have the right to return to Spain simply because
they ruled it for eight centuries? Do these claims have any basis in international
law? Historical rights are linked to the actual exercise of sovereiant”
Accordingly, the Jews, just like the Arabs, do no: have the right to claim to
return to a land that they had ruled for a period of time because these claims bave
no basis in history or law.

The ancient and modern rights of the Palestinian people have the support of
the strongest principles of international law, in particular the righf of
self-determination. We can see this right in its clearest form when Palestine was

no lenger a part of the Ottoman Empire. This takes us from the remnte past to the
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recent past, when the Austrian journalist, Theodor Herzl, at the Conference in
Basle, Switzerland, on 29 August 1897, put forward the idea of the es;ablishnent ot
a Jewish National Homeland in Palestine.

History always repeats itself in the liqhg of polggical colonialist
interests. Despite the fact that a large number of Jewish communities opposed the
idea, the Conference adopted the concept of a Zionist programme aimed at
establ ishing a Jéwish homeland in Palestine which would. bring together all the Jews
Hho»§9: Zorcentuzies had lived dispersed in variousicoﬁhtries without having a
common language or common history or a common origin or roots. Indeed, the only

link they had in common was purely a religious 1link, not a national link,.

Non-Zionist Jews accept this fact and 7rec:.ognize it.
Herman Adler, Grand Rabbi of Great Britain said in 1878:
“Since the Roman invasion of Palestine, the Jews have not constituted a
political community. We, the Jews, belong politically to the countries in
which we live: we are British, or French, or German. Of course, we have our
own beliefs, but that does not make us different from citizens who have
another religion. With them we contribute to the prosperity of the homeland
that adopted us and we have the same rights and duties as the other citizens."
Awmerican Rabbi Weiss affirmed the same concept in 1883, and it was also
adopted by the Jewish clergy in the resolution adopted by the Jewish Conference
held in Piitsburgh:
*We, the Jews, do not consider ourselves to be a nation; we are only a
religious community. Therefore, we do not aim to return to Palestine. We do
not wich to resurrect any of the laws of the Jewish State, If at the same
time as the Zionist movement was born, the Jewish clergy rejects the idea of
the existence of a Jewish State, this objuction continues with the non-Zionist

Jewigh quarters.®
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Joseph Reinach in the magazine Journal des Debats of 30 March 1919 said:

“hs there is no Jewish race and no Jewish nation, and as the only factor is

the Jewish religion, zionism is a stupidity and a triple error: historical,

archaeological and ethnical.”
Theodor Herzl realized the importance of the lack of a territorial base. He
said:
“We constitute one people, but the theoretical difficulty that is faced by the
zionist movement proceeds basically from the conciliation between these who
advocate nationalism énd the lack of territory."
For that reason, we f£ind that Herzl gives the territorial element great importance

in the introduction to his book The Jewish State. He mentioned Argentina or the

Holy Land to be the “container™ of the State; and some people even proposed British
East Africa as the place for that State. At the Sixth Conference in 1903 he was
asked to make a choice between Uganda and Palestine, and at the Seventh Conference
the advocates of the establishment of the Jewish state in Palestine won, as if all
the regions of the world were the oyster of zionism, which could establish a State
wherever it wished. Then it would look for historic roots, spiritual links and

inherited rights, and later cn we could come here to discuss them in this Hall for

four decades or more.

When it was decided to choose Palestine as the Propised Land, Ben~Gurion
produced a new theory which contradicted all the Jewish Rabbis who had spoken about
this subject. Ben-Gurion, a Polish citizen from the city of Polensk, who pretended
to love that city and his small house on its cutskirts, said something very

different. He expressed a celigious opinion which we are not entitled to discuss

*Mr, Hepburn (Babamas), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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But what did David Ben-Gurion -~ the founder of the MAPAI and the leader of the

RAFI, and the Prime Minister of the occupation Government 10 times -~ say? He

said - or, rather, laid down as a doctrine - that "Since the birth of the Jewish
State, and since Israel copened its doors to alliJews,,any ng,~ even if he is
areligious - breaks the rules of the Jewish faith and of the Bible every day by
remaining in the diaspora.” Wwhy did Ben-Gurion take himself for a rabbi? why did
he accuse the Jews living in the diaspora of a lack of ;eligion and piety? we find
the answer to that guestion in a letter he sent in reply to one he had received
from his son Amos, in which his son explained the conflict he felt between his
logic and his feelings about the establishment of the Jewish State. This is what
the father said to his son in the letter he wrote on 5 October 1937: "I am an
enthusiastic advocate of the Jewish State, even if that means the partitioning of
Palestine. For I proceed from the logic that a Jewish State of limited size will
not be the end but the beginning., If we obtain 1,000 or 10,000 hectares, we will
be happy. What is important is not the amoun™ of land but the fact that through it
we become stronger, and every increase in our strength will help us to seize the
rest of the country. The establishment of the State, even though it is a small
State, will be the most that can increase our strength now, but it will be an axis
and a strong mainstay for our historical str' 1gle to regain the whol. of the
country."

David Ben-Gurion wanted all Jews to immigrate to Palestine in order to replace
the Palestinian citizene that he would expel from their country and disperse.
Therefore, he accused the Jews who were living outside Israel of not being
religicus and of lacking plety.

NG one yet knows the boundaries of that entity which was imposed by force and

deception, But Ariel Sharon, the current Minister of Trade of Icrael and the
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infamous hero of the Sabra and Shatila massacres, said explicitly that the borders

of this new entity are found where the last Israeli tank can reach.

That, very bricfly, ig the ctory of the queation of Paleatine which we are

considering today, and which we will meet towmorrow and toworrow and tomorrow - to
use Shakespggre'sﬁwords - to diseuss; VWevdo not knowiuhgreithe boundaries are
going to be. We do not know where the last Israell tank is going to be. But all
that is not importani. The most important thing is that cur debates at the
following seséions will, as X saidrat the beginning of this statement, remind us
and the world with us that there is an agenda item entitled “The Question of
Palegtine™. We should not -~ indeed we must not ~ aspire to more than the present
Arab options, which we have chosen with determination and now preach with
enthusiasm.

Mr, SALEH (Pemocratic Yemen) (interpretation from Arabic): The
palestinian problem has been at the forefront of tl. debates at the United Nations
practically since it was founded. We take satisfaction in the fact that the
Oxganization has defended its principles by repeatedly reaffirming the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination and to the establishment of an independent
State on its homeland, and by condemning the Zionist entity created in Palestine
for its repeated violations of human rights and its terrorist and repressive
practices against the Palestinian people.

The Palestinian problem that we are discussing today would not have existed
without the imperialist and Zionist conspiracy, which was hatched at the beginning
of this century and of which the Palestinian people continues to be the victim,
Indeed, the %ionist cntity was implanted on Palestinian soil on the basis of racial
exclusivity and colonial occcupation, which deprived the Palestinian people of thelr
1and and dispersed them. That imperialist and Zionist conspiracy continues today.

Tts main aim iz not only to dehumanize the Palestinian people but to ligquidate the
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Palestinian presence wherever it is found, thereby ensuring the total domination of
the Arab peoples by Zionist and imperialist forces.

Conterporary history reveals wmore clearly each day the nature and scope of
that conspiracy. It is a secret to no one in the international community that the
State of Israel, which has become synonomous with terrorism and brutality, is a
springboard for aggression and expansion and a threat to international peace and
gecurity.

Israel's record throughout the past 37 y=ars has been one of repeated bloody
episodes. It has constantly engaged in terrorism, repression, the deportation of
Palestinians, the replacing of Palestinian inhabitants by its own settlers on
ethnic or racial bases, the implanting of settlements in order to eliminate the
Arab culture. All thisihasibeen doneiwithout the slightest regard fér the
Holy Places and gpiritual and human“values. | |

Not satisfied with these repressive and terxrorist practices on Palestinian
territory, Israel has started pursuing the Palestinian people outside its
territory. It has used the most detestable kinds of weapons, internationally
banned weapons, against Lebanese and Palestinians - particularly in 1982, when it
carried out its attack on Lebanon. Israel also attacked the Sabra and Shatila
camps, leaving thousands of victims among the Palestinian refugees - for the most
part vomen and children. The most recent episode in this sad list of terrorist
actions by Israel was the brutal raid on the headguarters of the Palestine
Liberation Organization in Tunis, in violation of the sovereignty and independence
of a State Member of the Unlted Nations.

The Palestinian people, under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, have constantly demonstrated that they can stand up to thesc
repressive and terrorist acts and that they are determined to continue thelr just
and legitimate struggle against Israel’s occupation of their territory, by all the

mearns at their disposal,
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The Zionist entity would not have been able to pursue its terrorist actions

against the Palestinian people, to deny that people its legitimate and inalienable
rights, toc continue the aggression against the Arab States, to defy the
international community's resolutions, wighout the un1ip£ted assistance given it by
the United States of America in all spheres, including political, nilitary;and
economic. The strategic alliance between the Zionist entity and the United States
reaffirms the community of interests between them and the determination to continue
an_expansionist aggressive policy and block the international community's efforts
to establish a just and ¢ogprehensive peace in the Middle East,

My delegation expresses again the complete solidarity of Democratic Yemen with
the Palestiﬁian people in the struggle it is waging against the imperialist and
ziénist machinaﬁions designéd to imposerpattial solutions; solutions that amount to
capitulation. That is the approach taken by Camp David, the Reagan plan and other
soparatist agreements.,

We attach the greatest importance to the efforts exerted by the United Nations
to ensure the victory of the just cause of the Palestinian people, which is at the
very core of the problem of the Middle East. We reaffirm our agreement with the
thrust of the United Nations resolutions ~ that is, that there cannot be any just
and comprehensive peace if Israel does not withdraw from all the occupied Arab
territories and if the Palestinian people is not allowed to exercise its national
legitimate and inallenable rights, including its right of return, its right to
self-determination and its right to establish an independent State on its national
soill, under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization.

That is why the Arab peace plar adopted at Fez and the Soviei initlative have
a great importance, in our view, They constitute a functional and realistic

framework for the establishment of peace in the region by providing for the
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convenlng of a conference of all the partcies to the conflict, including the
Palestine Liberation Organization.
We are coavinced that the victory of the Palestinian people and its just cause

is inevitable, because they enjoy the solidarity of all the peoples that cherish

peace, freedom and justice.
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Mr. BAGBENI ADEITO NZENGEYA (2aire) (interpretation from French): On

29 Novesber 1947, at ita 128th plenary meeting, the United Nations General Assembly
recommendad to the United King‘dora, as the mandatory Pawer for Palestine, and to all
the future Government of Palgs;;ng,,gf gne,zlan,ofuxa;tition.”provxding,fot a
Jewigh State on the ohne hand and an Arab State on the other. The General Assembly
also regquested the Security Couhcil to take the necessary measures as provided for
in ¢he Plan for its mplementatlm and the . Assembly elected i:he five wembers of the
United Nations Commission for Palestine, that is, Bolivia, Czechoslovakia, Denwark,
Panama and Philippines.

Under the terms of the Plan of Partition with Economic Union in resolution
181 (II), the armed forces of the mandatory Power had to be withdrawn from
Palestine not later than 1L August 1948 toc ensure an area situvated in the territory
of the Jewish State, including a seaport and hinterland adequate to provide
facilities for a substantial ig{migration.

It was accepted that independent Arab and Jewish States would come intc
existence in Palestine two months after the evacuation of the armed forces of the
mandatory Power had been completed but in any case not later than 1 October 1948,

In the framework of the preparatory measures for the independence of these
States, it was understood that as the mandatory Power withdrew its armed forces,
the administration of Palestine would be progressively turned over to the United
Nations Commission for Palestine, which would act in conformity with the
recommendations of the General Assembly under the guidance of the Security Council.

That resolution 181 (I7) was very specifie. It invited the United Hations
Commission for Palestine, on its arrival in Palestine, to proceed to carry ocut
neasures for the establishment of the frontiers of the Arab and Jewish States in
acoordance with the general lines of the recommendations of the General Aggembly on

the partlition of Palestine,
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To mark the separation between the two States, resolution 181 (II) indicated
that during the transitional period no Jew would be permitted to establish
residence in the atca of the pioposed Arab State and no Arab would be permitied to
establish regidgnoe in thg area qf_the proposed Jewish State, except by special
leave 65 the Commission.

It was further requested of each State concerned in this partition to accept
the ocbligation to refrain in its international relations from the threat or use of
force against the territorial integrity or political independeqce of any State, or
in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations.

In Chapter 4 F, the resolution provides that when independence for either the
Arab or the Jewish State as envisaged in this Plan became effective and the
Declaration and undertaking as envisaged in this Plan had been signed by either of
them, sympathetic consideration should be given to its application for admission to
membership in the United Nations in accordance with Acrticle 4 of the Charter of the
United Nations.

How then can we approach the question of Palestine without first of all
referring to the resolution that gave birth to this issue? How can we envisage a
gector ial approach to the gquestion of Palestine without considering a just, lasting
and comprehensive view of the question, including all of the elements of the
problem, that is: Ffirst, the need to abide by resclution 181 (II) calling for the
creation of a Palestinian-Arab State, since the Jewish State was established and
was admitted on L1 HMay 1949 as a Member of the United Natlons, in accordance with
that resolution; seceondly, the obligation to recognize and respect the sovereignty,
territorial integrity and political independence of each State of the reglon and
its right to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries in accordance
with the provisions of General Amsembly resolutions 181 (II) and 184 (IIT),

Security Council resoluticns 242 (L967), 338 (1973}, 476 (1980) and 478 (19280Q).
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as .well &8 regolution ES-7/2 of the Seventh Special Session of the General Assexbly
devoted to the question of Palastine.

Justice and equity require that the Arab people of Palestine, like the people
Of Israel, should be entitled to a homeland and that both sides must recognize the
inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force or by war, and the
guarantes of a just settlement of the problem of the Palegtinian refugees, because
under resolution 3236 (XXIX), the General Aésem)ly reaffirmed the inalienable right
of the Palestinian people to self-determination and independence. |

Thus it is incumbent upon both the United Nations General Assembly and the
Security Council to ensure the triumph of right and justice for the Palesﬁtinian
people, it being understood that their -rmissigr); is- to replace the spirit of war and
confrontation by constructive dialogue and agreement. It is in that spirit that
the United Nations organized the International Conference on the Question of
Palestine held in Geneva from 29 August to 7 September 1983, during which the
Geneva Declaration on Palestine and the Prog;éme of Actioﬁ for the Achievewent of
Palestinian Rights were adopted.

In that Declaration, the Conference took the view that the United Nations had
a central and primary role to play in the establishment of a just, lasting and
comprehensive peace, while recognizing that the question of Palestine, which was
debated by the General Assembly from its very first session, constituted one of the
most delicate and complex issues of our time,

It is also in that spirit that the United Nationsg envisages the convening of
an international peace conference on the Middle Bast, with the participation of all

the parties concerned in this question.
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The Fairian delegation believes that a full international effort must be made

nnder the auapicaa of the Unlted Naticns, which gave wie Jews & State and decided

on & Palestinian State. fToday it must succeed in establishing a State for the =

Palestinians. The work of the United Nations in drafting international law is part
of its international heritage and it wmust ensure the triuvmph of right and justice
for the Pzlestinian people,

The United Nations remains the catalyst for the people's aspirations to
self-determination and therefore it must provide all the necessary assistance for

setting up the Palestinian entity and promoting its economic and social development.
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Haji OMAR (Brunel Darussalam): The question of Palestine has engaged the
attention of the General Assembly almost from the time of the establichment of the
United Nations. Wa are here this year comsemorating the fortieth anmniversary of
the United Nations and we are still discussing the agenda item “Question of
Palestine”. This indicates full recognition by the international comsunity of the
necessity of £inding a just ;md lasting solution to the problem, but it also
illustrates how difficult and elusive that solution is. It also means that the
international community rejects Israel’s occupation of Arab lands and its continued
policy of force and oppression against the Palestinian people.

Throughout all those years the General stembly has rapeatedly reaffirmed the
inalienablc right of the pggplgﬂoﬁrPalesg}ne Lo self~dete;min§tion, witpaut
external interference, to national indepepdencg and sovergign;y ia Palestine and to
establish its own State in Palestine. It has also reaffirmed the inalienable right
of the Palestinians to return to the homes from which they have been uprooted and
digpersed. The international community has come to recognize that the Palestinian
question is the core of the Middle Bast conflict and that the restoration of the
inalienable rights of the people of Palestine is indispensable to any solution of
the problem. We believe that without the active participation of representatives
of the Palestinian people no negotiation or solution can lead to a just and lasting
peace in the Middle East. Despite all the many resolutions that have been adopted,
Palestine is still denied its existence, the majority of its people are displaced
and have become refugees, thelr properties have been expropriated and they are
being subjected to a series of persecutions and harassments.

By using force and naked ackts of terror the Israelis have been stepping up
their policy of entreachmeat in the land they have occupied, The aim behind the
intensified terror is to intimidate the Paletinian ypopulation, to destroy their
comnunal and soclal ingtitucions and {inally to ezpel them from their landsz. Hew

sottloments have beon esteblisned in the occupied territories no4withgianding the
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cutrage of the international community. The Security Council has strongly deplored

these policies and practices and called upor the Government and people of Israel to
rescind thogse measures, to dismantle the existing settlements and, in particular,
to desist from establishing mreﬁsettlemailts in t:heﬁ@.fg_tg»___;g;_:;_;_tpr ies occpied since
1967; i;cludinq Jerusalem. Both fhe General Assembly and the Security Council have
repeatedly condemned measures taken by Israel to change the physical character,
demographic compeosition, institutional structure ;an status of the occupied

terxitories.

We cannot continue to delay serious angd effective cfforts to £ind & solution

s

to the Palestinian question. The international community cannot and should not
stand idly by any longer. It must take positive steps to force Israel to respect
the various United Nations resolt‘:tions.- Israel must be made to see that its
actions in contravention of those resolutions can only lead to prolonged
coafrontation in the region.

The situation in the Middle East will continue to be tense and explesive ©s
long as the people of Palestine continue to live in refugee camps. Any just and
lasting solution to the situation in this region should include, first and
foremost, a solution to the question of Palestine, the core of the conflict in the
Middle East region. Such a solution must take into account the inalienable right
of te Palestinian people to an independent homeland in Pale;stine. The acceptable
framevork for such a solution is the United Nations and its resolutions pertainiug
to the guestion of Palestine,

We congratulate the Secretary-General on his tiveless efforts in seeking a
lasting solution to the Palestinian problem and we urge him to continue those
efforta, despite the obstacles in his path., We also wish to commend the Chairman of
the Committee on the Exorcise of the Inalienable Wghis of the Palestinian People,

hnbassador Fassar’ 2ared, uho has worked wntiringly and with such distincticn.
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Mc. RAIAIE-RHORASSANI: (Islawmic Republic of Iran): ‘The present

Arab-Isareli conflict - which often comes under the heading of "Question of
Palestine® - has persisted for the past four decades. Many thousands of
intelligent, kncwledgeable people have addressed themselves to this problem during
those painfully slow decades, and this number covers only the statesmen,
politicians and professional diplomats, Many more have been studying, researching
and writing on this issue. Thousands of tons of paper have been used during the
past 40 years in order to propagate information on the tragedy of Palestine to the
rest of mankind in the hope that if many more millions know about it we may come
closer to a soluticon. Consequently, many people, speaking many different
languages, have learned much about the situt.on in Palestine.

Every year almost all the nations of the world have voted in support of the
Palestinian people, Yet, s&dly, today the pebple of Palestine are as homeless as
aver before and the land of Palestine remains as much under occupation by lowly
zionist usurpers as ever before. Yet the professional diplomats and politicians,
the learned, the knowledgeable and the erudite are still repeating and chewing over
the same stuff again and again, every year, not realizing that resolutions and
verbal support have had no result other than pacification of the victim. Had
resolutions be.n of any avail the flag of Palestine would have been hoisted again,
the land of Namibia would have been liberated and the victimized black majority of
South Africa would have been emancipated from the sanguinary claws of the gggggggiﬂ

régime and saved from the beast of global arrogance along time ago.
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S mony years of fruitlase mnd dnconclpsive repotiticn of chatements,
interventionc, resolutions, amendments and so on should have awakened the sleeping
international conscience to the question why the problem of Palestine is burxied
every vear under tons of most sympathetic statements, victorious resolutions and
supportive documents. Why is it that at every session of the General Assembly the
problem of Palestine is further from being solved, despite all the support and all
the sympathetic resolutions?

Is the problem of Palestine, a problem at whose creation the Unicved Nations
presided, if it did not totally create it, capable of heing solved at all by this
body? Were not those criminals that handed over the colonized Palestine to the
intruding, unwanted, mig:gnt Ashken;gi Jews in the region the early founders of
this international body? Did not the same ill-omened, sinister agents offer
military and political support to those Zionist migrants in order to displace the
Moslem nation of Palestine and send it to refugee camps all over the place? And
did not the same polite and courteous criminals develop a scenario in order to
forge an identity card for their illegitimate Zionist base, which they had just
promoted to the level of statehood, purely artificially and illegally? 1Is it not
true that the Palestinians, all through these long decades of suffering and
victimization, have been innccently preszenting their case to the court of the
culpric?

The United Nations, with all due respecc, is not much older than the praoblem
of the Palestinlans, and, thanks to the permanent presence of Western imperlalist
forces In lt, the United Natlons was involved in the actual creation and official
registration of the problem of the Zionlct cocupation of Palestine and hence g
even partially respongible for the vietimization of the Palestinian puople.

Thorefore, it is sipploe-mindedness and over-nptimicm to expect the gome
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intarnational bodv to contradict its own raison d'étre and simply return the
go~called inalienable rightg of the Palestinian people to them. Those rights are
definitely not returnable here. The solution to the problem is to be sought, and
indeed will be sought, outside this bailding., It is true that the composition of
forces in today's General Assembly is, quantitatively at least, different from that
of 40 years ago, but it is also true that many of these so~called different forces
are irrelevant, or are totally assimilated by or, by and large, remaln under the
influence of the global arrogance.

The guality of the goggrning forces here is kept more or less in such a
balance - such a ginister balance ~ that when the entire world votes in favour of,
say, granting independenceg;o coionial Territories the decision is not mandatory
because it is made by the Genera17Assemb1y; and when such a decision can be really
mandatory it is only the cﬁosen few that make the decision, not the General
Assembly.

The United Nations, therefore, is simply not the right place for solving the
problem of the Palestinians, the problem of the Zionist occupation of Palestine.
Moreover, United Nations 1énguage'and style are such that the nature of the
Palestinian problem has been wrongly defined in order to enable the international
body to look like an appropriate forum to deal with the problem. The tragedy is so
grave that the foal of imperialism has long ago been brought within the ranks of
the genuine human societies represented in thieg Assembly, wheieas Palestine has
been kept on the other side of rie fonce ags a spectator, with obgerver status; and
we have all remained callously indifferent, as if nothing has been wrong all thesge
years, the fortieth of which we have just celebrated, What a shame! There nust be

o limit to andacliey.
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The problem of the occupation of Paleatins 1 cosentially misconceived,

misdefined, misunderstcod and therefore misrepresented. Xt is not an international
problem of a secular political nature that can be allocated to one of thecategories
suggested for the classification of so-~called international problems. Palestine is
not simply a piece of land; it is not a newly-built country with no, or 1ittle,
culture or historical background; it is not a country; it is Palestine - an
inseparable part of the Islamic territory, whose defence is a great unforgettable
obligation for every individual Moslem. It is one of cur most holy places. 1t is
the platform of the Meraj of our Holy Prophet, and it envelopes a sanctuary about
which the Holy Koran says:
"Glory to Almighty God Who sent His Servant for a journey by night from

Ka'ba to the mosque of Al-Agsa“ -~
which is now in the occupied territory —~

"e.«. in order that we might show Him pur signs: for He is all-hearing and

all-knowing." (The Holy Koran, XVII; 1)

Palestine is an Islamic territory, an Islamic property, an Islamic heritage,
an Islamic identity, an Islamic entity and, indeed, an Islamic reality. Only those
who wish to make a fool of themselves try to secularize it, to nationalize it and
hence to de-Islamicize it in order to be able to Zionize it; and then they can
conceive of turning it into a Zienist base of terror. Only the blindfolded,
gbedient myrmidons of imperialism recognize guch an eccupatien, Palestine is
ezmething more thap any one of those Member States that have been legitimately
offered a seat in this dome of secularism. By virtue of the accommodation it has
humbily offered to the Al-Agsa Mogque, Palestine is autcmatically the ultranational

Tulamie divine foram,
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cically, soographically. ocultarally, spiritually and, indeed,
meritoriously it is far superior to this very august Assembly and to the United
Natlons itself. The Moslems of the world will never sleep comfortably until they
have ensured that the charter of Palestine, which is the Surah of Isra, will -
prevail over the Chafter ofgthe7United Nations, The divine promise is thisi
"It is He Who hath sent His Apostle with guidance and the religion of
truth, to proclaim it ov;; all religion," - inclpding that of the United

Nations -~ "even though the pagans may detest (it).™ (IX: 33)

The problem of Palestine must be put in its right perspective once and for
all, The solution of the problem of the occupation of Palestine must therefore be
considered with reference to the appropriate cultural, spiritual, Islamic traits of
Palestine, because there is always a qualitative resemblance, a congeniality,
between every problem and its solution, and the purgation of the Holy Land of
Palestine of the lowly presence of zionism is not an exception., Besides, such
purgation is imperatively a spiritual act, an act of worship which must be
conducted according to Islamic norms and never according to the norms of the
Charter. Of course the intefnational body may, if it so decides, liberate our
Palestine by forcing the Ashkenazi Jews to go back peacefully to their homes in
London, Paris and even Brooklyn in a spiric of accommodation. This would
definitely be a lasting solution and a just solution to the problem of the Zionist
base. But if the international body, if represeitatives, do not send them back, w=
will do so in our cwn way ag a religious imperative and according to Islamic norms.

T would like to recite at this juncture some of the Islamic normg asesociated

with the obligation of the purgation of Palestine of the Zionist usurpers.
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i ¥S REel a foxce,” - an eneky rorce — “be firm,

aud call God in remembrance much; that ye may prosper® (VIII: 45)

I ask representatives to decide for themselves who is the force of cur today's

enesy against whom all Moslem nations have to stand firm.
We have to recite the name of Allah when we launch an operatiocn againat the
enemy forces: Allah~u-Akbar. Then the verse says "And obey God and His Apostle®.

Thig means that the liberation of Palestine must be carried out according to the

Baok of Allah, The Holy'xoran, and to the tradition of the Prophet. When he says
"Obey God and His Apostle”, this means coaduct youwrself according to the book and
o the tradition of the Holy Prophet., The verse says:

"And cbey God and His Apostle; and fall into no disputes, lest ye lose

heart apd your power depacrt; and be patient and persevere for God is with

those who patiently persevere.™ (VIII: 45, 46)

This is the model for the liberation of Palestine; this is definitely the right

resolution.
I would like to cite another Koranic norm. This particular verse is very

appropriate; it explains beautifully the inalienable right of the Palestinian

people. The verse is so expressive of the Palestinian situation, it is really

amazing. It gsays that sanction is given to those who fight because they have been
wronged and Allah is indeed able to give them victory. Those who have been driven
from their homes unjustly - that is, the Palestinians ~ only because they said "Our
ford is Allab”, for had it not been for Allah's repelling soie men by weans of
others ~ the Zionist forces, by means of the Palestinians and other Moslems ~

cloisters and churches and oratories and mssques wherein the name of Allash is often
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mentioned wouid assuredly hmve Geen puiled &own. F Allah b

ST Ay
them. So Allah is all strang,all mighty,

Representatives know the situation of the sanctuary in the occupied
tetgjggfy.;iiﬁ is g3act1y.as7dec1ated in the divlne"resolution’here. it is the
Palestinians who have been driven from theirihOmes and it is our sanctuaries which
are now being infiltrated by the intexventions, distraction and unncessary
involvement of ali kinds of thg.zionist.subjects. It ig the Palestinians who have
every right to fight and defend their homeland. Indeed, it is not only the right
of the Palestinians but the duty of all Moslems to do so.

Many i3 the General Assembly are not familiar with these verses I am quoting
and - thege values must be aware that they are known to millions of Moslems, even

those who are illiteratc, and they are all committed to the cause. The issue must

be taken more seriously than it has been.
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The Holy KRoran sayss
“Fight in the cause of God those who fight you.™ (Ii: 190)
In anotherx verse it says:
"If then any one transgresses the prohibition against you, transgress ye

likeuise'against hin;' (Xx: 194)

This means that when they are attacked in Sabra and Shatila they shall not
rely on Security Council or#Geng:al Assembly resclutiong but prepared for a
counter-attack as effectively ﬁs possible., That is the meaning., Attack them on
the spot and let them come to the Security Council and the General Assembly. Do
not give up; do not fear death and retaliate in kind. The verse I have just
recited is our mandate for retaliation. So there ie no need to work on a document
in this cegard; we have it. Regarding ite implementation or modification, we
follow the decrees of the Fagih. That is where Velayat-al-Fagih comes into
practice. We therefore wait for two years, and take account of all the attacks on
civilians, and only after a sanction is granted by the religious authorities do we
retaliate, only in a limited, restricted, previously announced time and place. We
are going to vetaliate very soon against the Zionists, all of us.

In another Roranic norm we are ordered to mobilize all our resources against
the enemy in order to purge our dear Palestine. The relevant verse iz as follows:

"Against them make ready your strength to the utmost of your power,
including steeds of war, to strike terror into (the hearts of) the enemies of

God and your enemies, and others besides, whom God doth know. Whatever ye

shall spend in the cause of God, shall ke repaid unto you, and ye shall not be

treated unjustly.” (Viii: 60)

Thia total mobilizaticn i jncilusive of all the resources which belong to the

velomie soclety - manpowor, economie [efuurces, indusiry, real enl ke, cash,
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markets. congumotion powar, oil; manual work, and al) the resoprcas at the disnoeal

of the Islamic States at this very moment.

However, this total mobilization is conditioned by the establishment of a
United Islamic front. The Moslem Ummah needs to go back to the fraternal unity
that, by the grace of God, it enjoyed in the éarl&idays of Islaﬁ, Anﬂ it is not
very difficult to go back. The ideological foundations for such a fraternal united

front are overwhelming, both in The Holy Koran and in the prophetic tradition.

One piece of evidence may suffice. One piece of evidence is particularly
relevant to the present day situation of the Moslem Ummah, namely verses 98 to 103
of the Surah-al-Imran, which were revealed in relation to a particular incident
which occurred at the time of the Holy Prophet. This historical incident is very
important. It is a lesson not only for Moslems but for all. It is reported by
Suyuti, a great Moslem scholar, who has quoted someone called Zaid Ibn Aslam, who
said this.

Once a Jew, whose name was Shash Ibn Qays, and another young Jew were passing
by a group of Moslems belonging to the famous tribes of Ows and Khazraj. These two
tribes, prior to Islam, were bitter enemies, but after entering Islam they
developed close fraternal relations. The two Jews, who happened to be enemies of
Islam, s.i that these historically conflicting tribes were such intimate friends,
they saw how kindly and affectionate'y they treated one another, as if they had
always been blood brothers. Shash felt very disappointed at the kind and brotherly
relations that Islam had created .mong the two tribes, He decided that his friend
should approach the members of one tribe and himself the members of the other in
order to provoke the two againgt each other by reminding each of them of the

gloriee of the past and the victories that each had scored against the other. The
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NBPALECY wuikea well and a dispute - which may have been similar to the
Sunni-Shia arguments which nowadays appear more in Western Ruropean and American
papers and journals - started between the two tribes and gradually led toi
Prebé;étioﬂs by bOthrfg;;pﬁﬁq}lygfledgeﬁ:conbat, The Prophet, who had been
informed of the incipient conflict, intervened and resolved it and adviszed both
parties not to play intorghg hands o§ ?E?,?ﬂEFies oﬁ Islam,V,On that occasion the
following verses ware also revealed:

"0 ye who belieye;rif ye 1istenrto a Eactién among the People of the
Book, they would (indeed) rendex you apostates after ye have believed!"
(IIX: 100)

I have omitted saveral verses, but the other verse Y wigh to recite is the

fcllowing:
"And hold fast, all together, by the rope which God ({stretches out for
you), and be not div?ded among yourselves; and remember with gratitude God's

favour on vou; for ye were enemies and He joined your hearts in love, so that

by His grace, ye became brethren.,® (ITXI: 103)
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‘foat is the destiny of all Muslim nations: very socon they will stand vogether

as brothers.

Now let ue see what happened to Mr. Shash. The Shash ibn Qays of todgy -
evefy day we havé a Shash ibn Qays - is the Zionist press anq other media in which
one reads comments and predictions regatding the Shia-Sunni and other differances
among the Moslems. They count =0 much on thcse differences. Today Shash ibn Qays
is institutionalized and is sowing discord among the Moslems in order to prevent
the realization of tﬁe united Islamic front. But representatives may rest assuxed
that Mosiens will scon stand united and meet the challenge of the emancipation of
Palestine from the occupation of the Zionist usurpers.

In our ownvlifetime we ahall witness the same Maslems; the same peoples of
Jordan, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, Egypt, Libya, Syria, Algeria and the
rest of the Arab world; ihe same peoples of Pakistan, Malaysia, Indonesia and so
on, shoulder to shoulder with their Moslem brothers in the countries I have not
named and, of course, accompanied by their humble brothers from the Islamic

Republic of Iran, march towards the occupied land of Palestine. That is because we

have all learned that the return to Islam is our only way towards real
independence. We are all counting the moments until our congregation prays in
Palest: :. It is in such a decisive confrontation that all Mosiem lands, including
the Golan Heights, the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and all the others, will be
liberated. And I assure the Agssembly that they will be 1iberated,

Therefore the General Assembly can either continue to grant membership to the
Zionist usurpers and keep our Palestinian brothers on the other cide of the fence,
at a digtance, &g Observers, ofr it can exchange the geat of the illegitimate for
that of the legitimate. If the Assembly has recourse to wisdom and justice, that

historic incipient confrontaticon in Palestine will be prevented and peace will
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prevail. 1If it does not, we shall meet the enemy in the occupled territory soon.
That is our programme, not simply our position.

I should like to make a brief observation on the United States attitude
towards thig old issue that has been misidentified as the Arab-Israeli conflict.
As a matter of principle, we of course conéemn the strategic alliance between the
United States and the Zionist base occupying Palestine. The United States
Administration might as well know that it is not an Arab-Israeli conflict; it is a

confrontation between Iglam and Kufr. Today the entirety of Islam and the totality

1...

of kufr have faced each other more seriously than ever bafore ip a very decisive
confrontation., The Government of the United States has so far chesen to take the
side of infidelity and has granted unreserved support to the Zionist infidels.
Oving to that unwise polxcy, the innocent people of the United States have paid a
heavy price in life, property and security, as well as in terms of international
humiliation. All that has been absolutely unnecessary.

nited Scates citizens of 25 years ago could walk in safety and without any
escort, regardless of their position and scgial status, in all parts of the Moslem
world without ever looking over their shoulderg. But nowadays no American ~ no
Amer ican at all regardless of his position and scocial status - can feel safe
anywhere in North Africa, the entire Middle East or any other Moslem or partially
Moglem country., That must be the case alsc in many non-Moslem Asian, African and
Latin American countries. In thote good old days Americen officials and tourists
did not need any escort. Today the United States is in need of an army far better
equippad than its regular arny of 25 years ago only for the protection of its
cltizens and properties, Despite that protective §:xce, there io always ample
evidence of itg fallure to give such protection., ‘This is because the Vpifed sStateo
Administration has decidaed o leave the entire Moslom world and all the third world

countries and peopleg to stick stubbornly ta the tail »f the Taraell enenv,
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The Zionist enemy has been crafty encugh to manipuiate American policy,
electi. s and public opinion. It has been able vrongly to convince the United
States that Iscaeli interests and United States interests are always synonymous.
At the same time, apd ’f", spite o'f_ the ‘5_’,“.3?5,,3_???@’:; ﬁiti’n‘iﬂbiﬂﬁ teceiving from the
United States, it has been ungrateful encugh to spy even on its own supporter, But
of course the United States media is trying to hush up the scandal by frequently
broadeasting the apology extended by the Zionist base in oraer probably to control
the inevitable ursurge of anti-Xsraeli feelings in the Ane:iegn fjublfic, I am not
sure how far the medié will succeed, but the United States Administration must
finally reconsider its position towards the Zionist base. Is that base of terror
and crime really worthy of so mich United §' :xes sacrifice and defeat? I hope that
the American ';.eople will have a chance to answer this question,

My final comment is addressed to some Moslem and many non-Moslem cc;unh:les
which, under United States pressure or for whatever good reasom, usually remain
alcof spectators of the Zionist occupation of Palestine. They pay face-saving,
iip-service sometimes, bat that is not enough. They should remember. tha. if they
keep o acquiescing in this imperialist hegemony they will pay a very heavy price,
because imperialism does not recognize friends, it has oniy victims. I appeal to
them, then, to stand firm against it and not leave Palestine on ists own, o. thoy
will be left on their own sconer or later.

Bere I wisn to end the swstance of my statement. It remains cnly for me to
request all representatives to stand firm against the Zionist basce ecvery time this
issue is brought up. They should hit it in the face as scon as they see it imn
front of Palestine, Africa or Namibia or at the side of lte sister Zionist, Scuth
Africa. 7Tt is their enemy and the enemy of all mankind. It is the enemy of t.ae

entire oppressed people and the bhase of impe. falism in the HMiddle Bast, occupying

our beloved Palestine.
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Mr, WIJEWARDANE (Sri Lanka): The well-known historian Arnold Toynbee

once said the following with ragard to the question of Palestines
“The Micdle East will continue to be in oconflict until the Pslestine gquestion

is settled.™

Developments in the Middle East region éince the Generalv ‘Msenb-l;last“considereér
the question of Palestine have merely strengthened Toynbee's observation. The
Middle East reqion is bereft of peace and more than one of the disputes occurxring
there has led to armed conflict, but the;e;is lifgle dovbt that the central
question, the key to peace and stability, is is the question-of Palestine. So long
as this issue remains unsettled there is little prospect of an enduring or just
peace in the - .gion. In a message on the International Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People the President of Scri Lanka, His Excellency J.R. Jayewardene, )
stated:

"My Government continues to support the cause of the Palestinian people and

endnrses very firmly the view we share with the rest of the in+ ational

community that unless these conditions are met there cannot be .. prospect of

establishing a just, stable and lasting peace in the Middle Fast."
Flashpointa of tension in the Riddle Fast threaten to enqulf and provoke larger
conflicts with repercussions extending $sr beywnd the region, thus threatening
international peace and security.

There are two baslc precequisites for a settlement of the Palestinian
guestion: the withdrawal by Israel from all cccupied Arab and Palestinian
territories, in conformity with the principle of the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by foree, and the recognition and restoration of the
inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people. Buch rights include that
people*s pight to cteturn to their homeland, the right to gelf-determination without

external interference and the right €6 & national Stake, Those basic conuitions for
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a settlement of the question of Palestine have been echoed time and again in this
and other Jorums and have heen part of declarations by the countries members of the
Non-Aligned Movement, the Organization of African Uaity (OAU) and the Commonwealth,
as well as of the Arab League, At their twelfth susmit meeting at Fez, Morocco,
and ware recently at Casablanca.lthe Arab States ciearly spelt cut those
conditions. The fulfilment of those conditions is essential if all the States of
the region, including the Palestinian State, are to exist in peace and security.
While cons’dering the guestion of Palestine in the over-all context of the
broader issue of the Middle East situat?on, one must not lose s:".ght of the vast
human aspect of this question, nzmely, the condition of the Palestinian people. As
a people, they have suffered more than any other in the Middle East during the pas; ]
few decades. They have been denied the right, one that is theirs by birth, to
their own home and have been scattered throughout the world. M ay of them have
been compelled to live in refugee camps. Highly politicized efforts have been made
to describe the question of Palestine as a mere refugee question, This is part of
a calculated ~ but eventually vain ~ attempt to deny their identity and essential
integrity as a people with inalienable naticnal rights.
As a member of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
nffecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories, Sri Lanka
has been especially conscious, at first hand, of the suffering of the Palestinian
people. The raport of the Committee on the FExercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestiniin People presented to this Assembly by the Rapporteur of that
Committec earlier this week gives further details about the position of the
Palestininns., We thank the Ccmmittee for its continued «.deavours to kez
international attenstiom foruced on this guestion and express our appreclation for

the work of that Committee's Chalrman, its Rapporteur and its members.
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The illegitimate establishment of Israeli settlements in occupied territories
poses further hardships for the Palestinian people that render the eventual
settlewent of the Palastine question ever -we difficult. The political,
religious, cultural and demographic mo . ' ications being attempted in the occupied
territories are iliegal. The Geneva Convention of 1949, particularly Convention
No. 4 conerning the protection of civilians in time of war, and Protocols 1 and 2
of the Conventiom of 1977 are applicable to the occupied territories.

The struggle of the Palestinian people to regain their territory and to
exercise their inalienable rights manifests itself in diverse ways. For sri Lanka,
the Palestine Liberatiqn Organizqtion (FLO) constitutes thersqle, legitimate
representative of the Palestiniaﬁ people without whose participation no settlement
of the gquestion of Palestine is feasible, lét alone just. The PLO, which has been
accorded full diplomatic status in Sri Lanka, needs to be represented as a full and
equal partner in any international conference or peace process that seeks to settle
the question of Palestine and thereby bring stability to the Middle East region.
Scri Lanka supports any initiative of the United Nations to reach a negotiated
settlement of the guestion of Palestine based on the restoration of the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people and the withdrawal of Israel from occupied
territory.

Finally, let me recall the words of Albert Einstein, who said:

"Pear in Paleztine cannot be achieved by force, but »nly through

under standing.*

Mr. NGENDANGAHYA (Burundi) (interpretation from French): Allow me to

pegin my statement DY expressing my delegation's sincere appreciation for the work
of the Committes on the EBrercise of the Inalienable Rights of the FPalestiniarn

People and its Chairmen, Anvassador Mascamba Zarcé of Seneqal, £or hic praiseworthy

r
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efforts to establish conditions favourable to the implementation of the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian peoples. My delegation supports the Committee's report
and urges the international community to adopt its relevant recommendations.

For 38 years now the General Assembly has been adopting resolutions on the
question of Palestine, and for all those years-initiatives have been taken, in
vain, by the international community to restore a lasting and just peace to the
Middle East, to Key to which is the restoration of tné full and inalienable right
to the martyred people of Palestine, & right that is gecognised as beloﬁging to all

peoples and that is inscribed in the Charter of our Organization, namely, the right
to a homeland. )

How mqy i_;_iir.ﬁgigtiveg ,.h.;we begn ‘tak%ern, ‘both within this forum and by the
countries members of the Non-Aligned Movement, to achieve that ultimate objective,
only to come up each time against the rejection of Israel, whose aggressive policy
both in the occupied Arab territories and towards all the Arab States has always
arcused the fear and revulsion of the international community.

In this connection, mankind will remember with sorrow Israel's ill treatment
of the Palegtinian refugees in the camps in Lebanon, the occupation and dismantling
of that country by the Israeli occupying forces and, more recently, Israel's
frenzied and shameless pursuit of Palestinian refugees in their distant land of

asylum, Tunisia.
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The antitheris of the Xesraeli attitude is the good will of the Arab countries,
which has always been reflected in their actions, as is attested to by the various
neoposals made by outstanding Arab figures to cite only one example the Fex peace
plan contains apgtoptiateiprcmsals ‘that demonstrate the goad will of the persons
involved and! their desire to live in peace with the ‘Hebxew State.

Burundi will support all proposals designed to ensure that all the peoples of
the region have, in accordance with our Charter, the same rights and obligaticns,
which will creaté the conditions for peaceful cvexistence in the Middle Bast. In
this context, my country 18 convinced that, as reaffirmed at the last Ministerial
Meeting of the Non-Aligned Countries held in Luanda in September 1985, the
convening of an international conference on the Middle East, already recommended by
the Geneva Internaticnal Conference of 1983 and approved by General Assembly
resolution 39/49 D, is the ideal framework for settling the question of the Middle
East.

My delegation therefore associates itself with all the preceding speakers in
asking the intermational community to do all it can to remove all the cbstacles to
the convening of that conference. To this end the allies of Israel, and in
particular those which have always provided it with material, military and moral
support, must put pressure on it to give it the political will to negotiate with
all parties to the conflict, including the Palestine Liberation Organizaticn (PLO),
the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

It must be admitted that the path to that goal is otill) strewn with dangers,
as clearly shown by the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinion People (A/40/35) and the Secretary-General's report in
Aocument A/80/166 of 11 March 1905, as wall as by the wmoot recant crentd in the
region. Iorael must acknowledge that it 15 by cnesuring conditions favourahle €0 3

cesumnticon of a dialogue with the RAraly countries and the PLO chat it will b

i,
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contributing to a si:rengt:heninq of its own security. To do s0, this country must
put an end to its policy of annexation of occupied Arab territories, to changes in
the status and the structure of these'hetritories and to its continued policy of
settlement and strengthening of the ge%@lement colonies in those tervitories, which
are accompanied by violations of human rights, such as the right to freedom of
novement, speech or agsociation, practices which violate the Fourth Geneva
Convention as well as the relevant resolutions of our orqanizgtlon-

As stated by H.E. Colonel Jeanraaptiste Bagaza, the President of the Republic
of Burundi, in his message read by his Special Envoy, H.E. Laurent Nzeyimana,
Minister for External Relations and Co-opzration, on 23 October 1985 during the
ceremonies commemorating the gggg;eggugng}ggpga:y of the United Nations, Israel
should realize that force has never governed the principles of morality and
international law.. Therefore it must understand that its security, and the ending
of its international isclation, can be ensured only if it is reconciled with our
brothers, the Arab peoples, and in particular with the Palestinian people, with
which it hag a single shared destiny.

This realization by Xsrael would be an important step towards the
eatabl ishment of conditions for a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the
region, which would lead to a new era of good-neighbourly relations and of mutually
advantageous co-operation between Israel and the Arab countries, including the
sovereign Palestinian nation which Burundi ardently hopes to see, That would be
Israel's best contribution to the maintenance of international peace and security,
s8¢ cherished by this Organizatlon, to which Israsl owes its existence.

Mr. TAHINDRO (Madagascar, (intcrpretation from French): We are gathered
biete again today to consider the guostion of Palestine, Fof nearly 40 years ncy
the basic facts of the problem have remained essentially unchanged. One the one

n&end, ve have the Palestinian people, depiived of all itc righto and all jks
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lands; and on the other, we have Israel, enjoying each and every right and
confiscating all the lands. Furtherwore, the situation has worsenad considerably
because of Ilrgel'a cccupation, not merely of Palestinian territery, including
Jerusalem, but slso that of neighbouring Arab countries. - Suffice it to mention
Iscael's cccupation of the Golan Heights and tervitory in Southern Lebanon.

Neadleds to say, when a situation is so sharply polarized an explosion of
violence is inevitable; it is hard to foresee what desperate acts individuals or
groups of individuals will cowmit in order to draw the inte:nationalicommunity's
sttention to the injustice and denial of rights from wiich they are suffering. 1In
gsuch oconditions the passage of time, far from lesseninq tension, only increases it,
and inevitably brings us close;vyo rgvolt and violence.

On the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations the Palestinian people is
once agaiﬁ appealing to the international community about the disregard of their
wost basic rights, namely their right to return to their homes in dignity and
security and their right to self-determination, independence and national
gsovereignty. The Palestinian people know that these rights have been recognized by
the entire international community and consequently they want to know why they have
been depsived of theze rights up to the preszent day.

Recent events in the Middle East lead us to think that, unlese c¢lear answers
are given to the Palestinian people by the international community, particularly by
the Security Council, which is the body with primary responsibility for ensuring
the maintenance of international peace and security, it would not be alarmist to
envisage a general worsening of the situation in the region in the near future,

What can the Sacurity Council do within its normel powers to remedy this state

of affalcs?
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It is true that, following the 1987 war, the Sscurity Council socught to deaw
up an gverall framework for the settlement of the Middle East conflict. Resolution
242 (1967), adopted on that occasion, emphasized the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by war and the need to work for a just and lasting peace
in which evety.State in the area could live in security, Mereovét, it affirmed
that the fulfilwent of the Charter principles required the establishment of a just
and lasting peace which should include the application of both the following
principles: withdxgygl of.;s;ael'a armed forces from the territories occupied in
the recent conflict, and termination of all states of belligerency and tespect-far
the sovereignty, tetritorialrintegrity and political independence of every State in
the area and t:heir right to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries.
In addition, resolution 242 (1967) éffirmed the necessiﬁy for achieving a just
gsettlement Of the refugee problem.

How long is the international community going to continue describing the
Palestinian people as simple “refugees"? How long can the international community
make do with peyments of contributions - inadequate contributieons at that -~ to the
United Bations Relisf and Works Agency for Palestine Refuaees in the Near East
(UNRWA) , as a sop to its conscience? How long can it forget, or pretend to forget,
that the Palestinian people, like all other peoples, aspire to a State, to a
country, and that they cannot agree indefinitely to be treated like refugeea? The
Jewish people should be the first to understand that. Everybody is aware that no
human being is born a refugee, but that special circumstances compel individuals or
gven entire groups of individuals to become refugees., Furthermore, it seems
obvious o us that even a refugee people is not somzthing which comes about by
spontaneous generatiom., Clearly, before its present status as refugees, it had

ancther status which enabled it to have a homeland and territory.
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In that sanse, regolution 242 (1967) simply served to endorse a de facto
situation ~ that is, it provided legal and political recognition of Israel's
military superiority, to the detriment of the national rights of the Palestinian
people,

We feel that :efsolut:ian 242 (1967) should have reguired that Israel withdraw
its forces from the occupied Arab and Palestinian tercitories and return to the
de Aflacto borders pxe&atinq 196'{. When the Security Council orders a cease~fire it
is customary for it to call explicitly, at the same tiae, fof the withdrawal of the
belligerent forces and the return to the pre~hostility borders. That was the case
in resolutions 47 (19{8), 82 (1950) and 209 (1965). However, the effect of

resolution 242 (1967) was to endorse the maxim Of uti possidetis, to the detriment

of the established principle of ex iniura non oritur jus - the principle that

aggression confers no rights upon the aggressor.

In a word, resolution 242 (1967) endorsed the Law of force to the detriment of

the force of law,

in this context, it is hard to consider resolution 242 (1967) as the gole
pasis for any negotiated solution to0 the Middle East problem so long as that
resolution is un‘able to provide a clear response to the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people. So long as people continue to seek to apply that resolution
comprehensively to any settlement of the question, the international community will
pe merely dealing with symptoms rather than geeking to treat the underlying cause.

But there are some who feel that this resolutinn is the sole basis for the
gettlement of the conflict, Hence, ene is entitled to ask: why are we geeing a
proliferation of plans for settling the Palegtinian question? As examples, we need
mention only the plan produced by the Committes o the Exercise of the Inalienable

Rights of the Paleatinian People, that produced by the Arab Summit Conference in

Por, that produced by thoe Soviect Government on 19 Szpitenber 1982, that contained in

&
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the Jordenian~Palestinian agreement of 23 February 1985 and, lastly, that peoduced.
by the tnited States Government on 1 gam:nm: 1982. ’ ~

it is ciear from the foregoing that there is growing d;mtis_ﬁa«;gim with
tespect to the position followad by the Security Council on this guestion and that
the tise has come for the councii to completa, if not to revise, resolution
242 (1967) by taking into account the leghtracte rights of the Palestinian people’
within the framework of & mprmgpsgw settlament, given the fack that the
Palestinlan gquestion ie tﬁe core of the problem of the Middle East.

In that context, in ovder to facilitate the exercise of the right to mational
self~detormination, independence and sovereignty by the Palestinian people in
Palestine, the Security Council should, in particulac, begin by taking the
follawing steps: f£irst, establishing a timstable for the complete withdrswal by
Igraeli forces from the areas occupied in 19673 secondly, establishing tempocary
peace~keeping forces in order to facilitate the withdrawsl process; thirdly,
ocdesing Iscacl to desist from the eatablisiment of further settlements and to
dismantle those that have already been established; and, fourthly, calling on
isr@el ¢o respect the provisions of the Gensva Convention Relative to the
Pcotection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,

Furthermoce, in order to implement the guidelincs for the settlement of the
question, the Security Council should facilitate the ccivening of an International
Peace Conference on the Hiddle Rast, pursuant ©o the Programee of Action adopted by
the International Conference on the Question of Palestine held at Geneva in 1983,
It goss without eaying that the Palestine Liberation Gramiization, the
rapresentative of the Pelcutlnion people, would take pact on an egual footing with
8l the parties to the Arab-Iscasli conflict, in keeping wiih Genersl Aesembly

rescluticn 368/58 € of 13 Deowmber 15863,
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We are convinced that from such a Conference could emerge an overall plan
permitting the Palestinians to exercise their inalienable, legitimate rights,
including the right of return, the right to self-determination and the right to

establish their ocwn independent State in Palestine,

Mc. FARAH DIRIR (Diibouti): The fortieth sessicn of the General Assenbly

is an occasion to commemorate the aniversaxy of the founding of the United Nations.
It is also a time for retrospection, to take stock of the Organization's activities
in various fields during the last 40 years. Theia:ea that requires serious
reflection is the PaleStinian problem, which has sé far defiod all the attempts of
the international community to reach a just and léshing solution. The United
Nations responsibility in this respect is twofold. First, as an Organization whose
primary responsibility is to maintain internatioﬁal peace and security, it is
duty~bound to find a solution without delay to any situation that is potentially
dangaxous (o peace. Secondly, the Palestinian problem was created when the United
Nations General Assembly adopted resolution 181 (1ll), entitled “Future government
of Palestine™, The thrust of that resolution was to establish two States in
Palestine, one of wiich was supposed o be a Palestinian Arab State.

Unfortunately, only an expansionist Zionist State emerged as a result of the
adoption of that resolution, and the Palestinian traged, that followed has haunted

the United Nations for almost 40 years.



BAF/as A/40/RV.103
108

{Mr. Farah Diric, Niibouti}

The moment Israel proclaimed itself a Stats, it embarked upon its aggressive .
expansionist policy and introduced tegrorism in the region as a means to political
ends. The massacre of the unarmed civilian mp,ui;ai:i@n; including women and
children, at Deir Yassin was intended to tetrrorize peaceful popula’.ions into a mass
exodus from their ancestral home, That was the beginning of the Palestinian
Diaspora which bag continued until this day.

Certainly it was not the intention of the United Nations to inflict such a
tragedy on the Palestinian people. It expressed its concern by adopting resolution
194 (III); which stipulated, in its operative paragraph 1l:

“that ghe refugeas w;shing to return to their hqmes and live at peace with

their neighbours should be permitted to do go at the earliest practicable date

and that compensation should be paid for the property of those choosing not to
return and for loss of or damage to property which, under principles of
interpational law or in equity, should be made gocd by the Governments or
authorities responsible.”

Unfortunately, that resolution, as in the cage of the previous one and of
subsegquent United Nations resolutions, was arrogantly flouted by the Zionist
entity, which responded by increasing its destruction of Palestinian properties to
the extent that hundreds of Palestinian villages and towns were destroyed and more
people were forced into exile,

Another mess exodus wao provoked by the 1967 Israeli war of aggression during
which the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the Syrian Golan Heights were occupied.

The new wave of Palestinian refugees joined thoir Lrothers in cgqualid refuges
camps. The living conditions of the Palestinian people are well documented and I
need not elaborate on them. But it lg worth mentioning that the aim of all Istaell
policiecs and practices affecting every agpect of Palesgtinian life In the occupied

territories is ¢o erpdicate the Palestinian national and cultural ideals. FRven
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those who are in exile are cbjects to be eliminated, as exemplified by the
unwaccanted aggression in 1982 against Lebanon, which bas given shelter to
Pnlestinian refugees, and the more recent aggreasien againnt the Paleatine
Liberation Organization's ofﬁices in Tunis. -

Over four decades Israel has tried relentlessly to destroy Palestinian
resistance, but this cesistance has remained undaunted; it i{s aven gqrowing in the

oceupled territories. )

Since the primary responsibility of the United Watlons is to maintain
internstional peace and secucity, it is appropriate that it should take effective
collective weasures for the prevention and rewmoval of threats to peace and
uccurity_‘"whe eycle of violence which ravages the Middle Bast region as a result
of Israeli trangression of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people
represents a poteatial threat to peace not oirly in the region but in the world at
large. At present the world is fraught with many problems and the international
coomunity exert® tremendous efforts to resolve them. 3t {4 logical therefore to
begin to tackle those problems that lend themselves to practical solutions. My
delegation believes that the first step towards a just and lasting solution of the
Palestinian question, since it is the cause of the Middle East conflict, is the
recognition of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to
self~determination, national independence and the establishment of its independent
sovereign State in Palsatine.

Today there iz a universal desire to come to grips with this crucial question
and to £ind & just and lastiug solution of the problem. That desire was expresged
by the Arab peace plan adopted unanimously at the Twelfth Summit Conferepce held at
Fer in Ceptember 1982 and it was resffirmed by the extraordinary Summit Conference

of Arab States held st Cegablanca in Gokobor 1985, That was faollawed by the Genevs



EAR/as : A/40/pV.203
109

(Mr. Farsh biriv, Biibeaati)
|
Declaration which endocsed the convening of an international confacence on the

guestion of Palestine, and by General Assembly resolution 38/58 C.

As we aave indicatad carlier, the Palestinian question is the responaibility
of the international community and the most approprinte step towards a just and
lasting gettlement would be the convenin: of an internat’ mal conference under the
auspices of the United Nations, in wiicn all pu.ties concerncd would participate on
an equal footing, including the Palestiue Liberzt.on Orasnisation (PMO)..tha solg
legitimate ;ep:eseneative of the Palestinian peopieu Thg peace process mis! be
indivigible and comprehensive, haged on the relevant United Nations resolutions,
which gnsu:gs>the complete and unconditional withdrawal of Isvael from Palestintan
and other Arab teﬁritozies occupied since»1967, including Jeruasalem,

In conclusion, T sh.uld like to express our appreciatior and gratitede to
Asbagsador Massamba Sarré and to the members of the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inasienable Rights of the Palestinian People for their untiring and selfless
afforets n mobilizing and sensitizing world public opinion in support of the
Palestinlan cause and for the vasluzble report with which they have provided us in

that regard.

Mr. BASENDWAH (Yemen) (interpretacion from Arabic): As is our custom

every year, we are here once again taking up the guestion of Palestine. No other
qusstion has heen bound L, the United Nations by such a lifetime of corpanionship
and close associlation es the question of Palestine, For almoet four decades this
question has been a perennial item on the agenda of the Ganeral Assembly, session
after session and year after year, to the point that we no longer know whether the
fact that it remains unresolved is duc to the United Naticni, from a sence of
loyalty, not wanting &o part with this quest.on, its lifetims campenion, or whokhor
it i5 wecause that is the destiny of the fraternal Polestintan pecople. If it ia &

aucation of destiny, our consolation will te that every destiny rung its gourge and
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that destiny is bound to teflect sooner or later the will of peoples, because it

flows from the will of God.

If the United Nations is entitled to be proud of its great achievements and. .
the many positive aspects which no fair-minded éerson can deny, it behoves it to
feel ashamed, not merely embarrassed, because since 1947, tor over 38 years, it has
failed to resolve the question of Palestine,

While the United Nations Egels that it can take pride in the numer ous fair and
just solutions relevant to this guestion that it ndopted, the fact that these
rezolutions, just and numerous though ‘they may be, despite the passage of years and
their repetition from time to time, year in qn@ year out, :gs_n_ain to be implemented
and are a dead letter is evidence of its impoience and failure; it is not evidence
of its efficiency and success.

It is not unfair to this international Ornanizaticn %o say that this question,
which despite its transparent justice has not been resclved, despite its long
history and the fact that the persistence of th- problem constitutes an affront to

human conscience, will remain one of the most cutstanding failures of the United

Nations throughout its lifetime,
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If there is an aggressor and a’ ictim in every case, can the aggressor in the
case before us be the poople of Palestine? Noj; a thousand times no. The
aggressor, as is emphasized by the United Nations im all its resolutiouns, is
Iscael, and Israel alone. Israel usurped the land of the Palestinian people and
imposed upon them by force of armz and various means of oppression and ggrreri~m
the dominion of its brutal colonialism, displacing bundreds of thousands of
Palestiﬁiéns, someiﬁé livé in"camps where they suffer deprivation and humiliation
while others wande:jéiﬁlesslyiinrthe7Diaspo:a, reaping therbitterness of alienation
with feelings of yearning for the homeland from which they have been parted, either
because they have been exiled or out of fear of the oppression of the occupying
Zionist authorities, who have confiscated homes, expropriated properties, filled
the prisoas with théusands and transformed towns and villages into a vast priscn
without bars or an open concentration camp without walls.

Who is responsible for preventing the implementation of United Nations
resolutions and thwarting a soluticn of the guestion ofrfalestine? No two
fair-minded people can differ oa answer ing that question - who but Israel, and
Israel alone. Israel refuses to restore the land to its owners, along with their
rights,

Did the people of Palestine take any land from the rulers of Israel, or any of
Israel's rights to be called upon to return such land or rights? Did not Israel
wrest from the Palestinian their entire homeland and does not Israel nce refuse to
return even part of it? Yes, it is refusing %0 return the land it occupied as a
result of the aggression of June 1967, denying the Palestinians their right to an
independent national State so that they remain without a homeland or an identity.,

h

0

great woos inflicked on the people of Palestine and the grcat horrorc they
suffeor within thelr uecupled howeland or ougside it in the Diaspora, or 1. the

Campn, widt 2lvays be beld againct our era and will romain a ctiged on ito history,
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As long as colonialism or the vastiges of colonimlism exist in our worid, as long

aa ehtApcoples aof Palestine, Namibia and South Africa ave deprived of the right ¢o
self-determination and salf-rule, it 15 no wonder that the intecnatiotal community
suffers a crisie of conscience. |

| I take this opportunity of tha debate on the Question of Palestine to call on
the United States to review its position and to end its complete alignment with
Iscsel. The United States &s a major Power should, in view of its role amd its
responsihility for the peace and security of the world, at least ohsetve
neutralicy, 1f noﬁ stand on the side of justice, since it im no secret that XYsraol
could not have persisted in its intransigence, and discregard for United Nations
tegolutions and defiance of the intecnational community had it not been for the
fact that the United States stands behind it with ita full weight, providiag it
with all means of political and material support and &.cempting to thwase all
Attempts of the !nte:natinma; community to put pressure on Ysrael to give up its
arcogance; end its porsistent sqqressive policies and withdraw from the occupied
Arab and Palaatinian territories it occuples illegally.

Pochaps Isvael still harbours the hope that 1t can contain tho struggle of the
heroic Palestinian people through the imposition of bogus, token solutions, by
enlisting the aid of handpicked Palestinians, while not recognizing the Palestine
Likeration Ovganization (PLO) and accepting the convening of an internstional
conference under the auspices of the United Nations and with the participation of
permenenc members of the Security Council, If that is s, Iscael is hacbouring an
idie dream, even an impossible Sream.

If Imra..dl is saericue in recognizing the inalienable vights of the Palustiniesn
people, including the rights €0 ceturn, to self-determination &nd to the
sstablishront of an indepsndent Stete, why does it disregard the scle lagitimate

representative of the Palectinian people, the FPLO? The pooole of Palastine sooR
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only to live on their land in peaca and, lika other peoples of the world, to have
their own natioual independent State. Does that constitute aggression against
anycne or a threat to Lhe security of anycne? The United Nations is called upon to
seek the settlement of this question through hastening to coavene an international
peace confirence in pursuance“uf Genaral Assenblg_resolution 38/58. Such a
conference would be held with the participation of all partles to the dispute in

the Middle Bast, the very crux of which is the question of Palestine, including the

PLO,

iscael's dependence on the logic of force borrowed from others will only lead
eventually to ignominious defeat, Yt is indulging in self~delusion if it thinks it
can annihilate the dalestinian people, weaken thelr continuous struggle or refuse
their legitimate cause and their rights. PForce might get the upper hand for a
while but not forever; but justice, even if those who champlon it suffer weakness
for a while, will spon overpower any fotros.

Mr. FOUM (United Republic of Tanzania): Although our Organization has
addressed a number of grave issues and conflict situations, the question of
Palestine remains an issue that generates a deep sense of outrage, frustration and
concern, It is an issue that has its origin in the early actions of this
Crganization. It is a question that illustrates clearly how appeasgement has
contributed to continuing aggression and expansionism, More importantly, it is a
question involving the suppression of a whole people who, like the black people
under apartheid South Africa, are denied their humanity, made refugees in their own
land and denied accession to their own homeland. Tt is a gquestion that remains at
the core of the wider problem of the Middle Bast and the destabilization of that
whole reglon., By its very nature, therefore, the question of Palestine bears
directly on the issues of human freedom angd international peace and gecurity, and
ac guch it ie a3 guestiaon of direct and immsdiate concern to the whole of the

international community,
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For over 37 years the international community, conscious of its
rvesponsibility, has exerted considerable efforts with a Qiew to seeking a just and
pesceful solutlon to the problem, Towards that ond numerocus resolutions have been
adopted by this Organization, as well as by other concerned institutions, calling
for the restoration of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian pecple and, by
that act, a solution of the wider problem of the Middle East. That those efforts
for freedom and peace_have so faf beén unsﬁccessful and have come to naught
reflects only the intransigence of Israel. |

From its very inception, Israel has deliberately and systematically violated
every undertaking and conditionality agreed to at the partition of Palestine by
resolution 181 (XXI) of 1947. Thé impact of. these policies bears greatly on the
situation which resulted in the war launched by Israel against a number of Arab
States in 1967. Following that war and the occupation of more Palestinian and Arab
land there have been increased measures to change the demggraphic and physical

churacteristics of those territories.
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The central feature of t(hose Igraeli policies has been an effort to liquidate
the Palestinian people, large numbers of whom have been forcedto iive in exile -~
refugees scattered in various countries of the world and on their own soil. The
historical progression of events thus indicates only increased aggressiveness and
escalatiag tension,

Despite the aggressive and intransigent attitude exhibited by Iscael, peace~
and freedom-loving nations have spared no efforts in seeking a just and lasting
solutior., The adoption of resolution 3236 (XXIX)} by the General Assembly in 1974
was a landmark in those efforts. By that resolution, the Assembly reaffirmed the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including their}right to
self-determination, their right to national independence and their right to.return
to thelr homes and property. In the face of that positive step, Israel responded
only with fncreased suppression of the Palestinian people, punciuated by its
destruction of civilian Palestinian property and iﬁcreased efforts to eliminate the
people's legitimate movement, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO).

The Assembly, huweVer,.in 1975 adopted resolution 3375 (XXX), inviting
participaticn by the PLO on an equal footing in all peace efforts, under the
aungpices of this Organization. Since then the invasion and ceccupation of Lebanon
by Israel has reflected the further rapid doterioration of the overall situation.
What that invasion has most ecmphatically shown, however, is the determinaticn of
the Palestinian people to pecsist in their legitimate struggle for their
emancipation.

My delegation fully shares the international concern over the dangerous
situation obtaining in the Middle East, as & result of the continued denial of the
¥ilestinian people's vights and the need for heightened efforts te resclve the

prablem.
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The responsibilities that we assume on joining the United Nations enjoin us to
respect the principles of the Charter, promote the cause of freedom and contribute
to the climate of peace and security. Israeli practices in the region and within
Palestine run counter to .all those cardinal tenets. Through explusion, deportation
and other repressive measures, the Palestinians are being forced from their lands.
By the end of 1982, the systematic infusion of settlers had reached 140,000, with a
projected target of almost 1.5 millioﬁ by the end of the century. The annexatiocn
of Jerusalem and the conpipued eccupation of the Golan Heights and otherx Arab
territories are cbviously a direct impediment to any solution. Clearly, those are
not acts or aims leading to a peaceful rasolution of the problem of the
Palestinians. They are, in fact, its central feature. The Palestinian people lost
their bsaic rights through an act of this Organization, It remains the basic
regponsibility of this Organization, therefore, to seek to right that monstrous
wrong. This Assembly must not allow protestations to the contrary to sway it from
a proper course of action.

The convening in Geneva of the International Conference on the Question of
Palestine two years ago was regarded by my delegation as a valuable contribution by
the international community in its efforts to achieve a settlement of the p;eblem.
That Conference increased public awareness of the plight of the Palestinians and
corrected perceptions regarding their just cause,

In the past there have been varied attempts in many quarters to try to
contribute to a solution. However, many of those attempis were marred by weEong
perceptions or wilful prejudices, bias and reluctance to accept the realities as

Jived by the Paleastinlan people and suffered by their legitimate representative,

-he PLO,
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My delegation has always maintained that there are some basic elements that
must be applied if a lasting settlement of the problem is tovbe achieved. Thosge
basic elements are Israel's withdrawal from ocggpied_&rgb terg;;origs,'the right of
refugees to returnrto their homelands, and_the enjoyment by the Palestinian people
of their right to a homeland of their own. Since, however, the question involves
aspects that also touch on wider issues, my delegation has auppo;tedrthe guidelines
adoéted by the twelfth Summit Conference of Arab States, held at Fez; Morocco, and
endorsed by the Geneva Conference, for concerted internatiecnal action, Those
guidelines essentially demand: first, strong opposition to, andicategorical
rejection of, Israeli policies and practices in the occupied territories,
particularly the establishment of settlements; secondly, an end to Israeli
occupation of Arab territories, in accordance with the principle of the
inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force; thirdly, the
nullification and voiding of all legislative and administrative measures adopted by
the cccupying Power which have modified, or attempted to modify, the character and
status of the cit§ of Jerusalem; fourthly, recognition of the right of the PLO, the
sole and authentic representative of the Palestinian people, to participate on an
equal footing with other parties in all efforte to bring abkout peace in the region;
fifthly, the realization by the Palestinian people of their inalienable right to
galf-determination, including the right to an independent homeland; and, lastly,
the recognition of the right of all States in tha region to an independent
existence, within gecure and internationally recocgnized borders,

Until those goals are achieved, there can he no solution, lot alene a lasting
solution, to the problem which involves buman freedom and dignity and the security

of nationz and threatens international peace and securiry. This assombly muse
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therefore act decisively, and we believe it is the duty of all States to act firmly
and to :eﬁraiﬁ from delusions that the guestion of Palestine can be wished away.

"1 cannot. complete my statement without expressing our earnest gratitude to
Mr. Farouk Kaddoumi, Head of the Political Department and Member of the Executive
Committee of the PLO, who clearly and in measured tones, presented the case of the

Palestinian people to the current session. His statement has once again shown. the
statesmanship and responsibility of an organization determined not only to win back
the usurped right.of its people, but to contribute to solutions so necessary to the

preservation of a climate of freedom, peace and security.
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Mr. SINCLAIR (Guyana): Apart from the Middle Rast question, of which it

is the centre-piece, there is perhaps no other issue on the agenda of the Ganeral
Assembly that is as subject to influence by external factors and distortions as is
the question of Falestine, :In this'geg§gd®; &5,“9§“F9535F§?5 toa recent
phenomenon. Some of its manifestations ‘in our d@y m&y béknéw. but the phenomenon
itself is not. ;

In the first place the Palestinians belong to a 9eag:gph;ca1 area that is
noted througiout histoty_as an arena QE ancient:andfaharply‘ccntending cultures and
interests. Algso, it 18 an area which produces almost all the petroleum needed by
the industrialized countries of theAWest. Access to these resources, and control
of the communication routes out of that area, are therefore enduring preoccupations
on the part of some States outside the region. The percejved strategic importance
of the area has led to the spawning of elaborate defence theories around it and for
it, invelving, of course the heavy commitment of sopnisticated weaponty.
Inavitably, the dynamics of an East-West confrontation have been superimposed.
These are some of the more obvious encrustations which have operated in the past to
obscure what is really the heart and the essence of the matter: the dispossession
of the Palestinians and the need for them to return to their homeland as quickly as
possible.

In addition to these considerations, there are certain very prevalent
attitudes of mind toward Palestinians and the question of Palestine which impede
movement toward a solution. Edward Said, a distingulshed Palestinian scholar,
describing the results of the actions of Zionism and of Israel from the beginning,
in relation to the Palestinians, referred to what he called the refusal even to
admit the existence of Palestinian Arabs. Sald concluded that: “The Question of
Paleotine 1o therefore the contest between an affirmation ana a denial”,

Of gourse, with such an attitude toward Palestinlians 1t is not surprising that

there are efforts to redefine the Palostinian problem and to give a different
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character to what is the fundamental issuse in this guestion. The representative
organization of the Paleseinian peopls, the Palestine Liberation Organization
(gnqglrggg been given a label, and a plndéggt has developed. The PLO was the first
to respond to:the SEGretary-Generalrindieating suppoxt for the holding of an |
international peace conference on the Middle East. The PLO continues to
demonstrate an active and an undaunted faith that the General Assembly and the
Sgcurity Council will bring about a solution to the Palestinian probiem. The PIO
participates actively and constructively in the work of the Palestine rights
Committee, It is respected and supported by a preponderant majority of the
internationa; cosmunity as the reprgsentativ¢ of the 1lnterests of the Palestinian
people, Yet, the mini-set about the PLO persists and the entire question of
Palestine is clothed with other dimensions.

In addition to these mental cobstacles, there is of course Israel and its
intransigent attitude toward the United Nations, an intransigence buttressed by
powerful external forces. At times it is difficult to discern clearly whether
Israel is the tool of those external forces or whether it is the other way around.
But whatever the case, Xsraeli intransigence Is a mador factor in the equatien.

The result of the combination of all these factors {s that the proud
Palestinian people continue to be dispossessed, a nation w@thout a State, bearing
the indignity of living in refugee camps.

The struggle which the Palestinian people are waging for the establishment of
their independent State is an Integral part of the worid-wide struggle against
forelgn domination, a struggle which is being waged not only in the Middle East but
aleo in southern Africa, Asia and Latin America, and especially in Central
America. We would do well to cumprehend and to bear always in mind the true

dimensions and implicotions of the Palestinian strugale.
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Guyana identifies with and reiterates ite support for the Palestinian people
in that struggle. It 1armore than simply a question;qf 4 hoteland for a
dispossessed pecple.  We see at stake in the question of Paleatine a number of
principles which are of a universal nature and which Qteqcardinal tomthe national
policy of many States, including Guyana. Among them is the right of pecples to
se@ﬁfqegerminatian‘and independence. No less important are principles such as
respeut'for independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, the non-use of
Eorqe,in the gettlement oﬁ disputes and the non-acquisition of territory by force.
All these principles are bging trampled undetfootrin respect of the Palestinian
People, Their widespread violation can create a situutjon which would pose even
greater dangers for global peace and security.

The prospects for lasting peace in the Middle East begin and end with the
satisfaction of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, This
Organization has, since 1947, provided for the establishment of a Palestinian State
side by side with its Jewish counterpart, It was certainly not the intention of
the United Nations that the creation of the Jewish State ghould have the effect of
permanantly dispossessiing the Palestinian people or of abrogating their
inalienable rights.

The Palestinians /i1l not simply go away, nor will the question of Palestine
fade as an issue of international concern. The Special Political Committee only
recently concluded consideration of Israeli practices affecting the human rights of
the pepulation of the occupied territories and of the report of the Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugee in the Near Bast. In the course of the
consideration of these two iteme we have leaent, yet again, of the attempte being
made to terrorize Palestinlang into coming to terms with occupaticn and to
obliterate all traces of Palestinian identity from the occupled territories.

Tt lg a tribute to the strenqgith of Palestinian naticnal ldentity that they remain
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unbowed even «n the face of these atteupts. In fact, dispersion and degradation.

occupﬂticn and oppression, have served to reinforce the deternination of the

‘Palestinians to intensify their struggle for their right to lead lives as dignified

citizens-in their own independent State.:ﬁfffii — - f" ' 'mf' . j'mff

?he Ccnnigtge on the Exercise of the Inalienable Riéhts ofrthe Paleétiniaﬁ o
People has been playing anfactive'andﬂygluable supportive,tole in the Palestinian
sttugéle.‘ That Committee has articulated a structured programme of action for the
achievement of the obgectives which inspxred its creation. And my delegatxon would |
lzke to pay a well-deserved tribute tc that Committee under the brilliant and

dedicated chazrmanship of Ambassador Massamba sarré of Senegal for the important

work that it is doing.  _*'; -

The stalemate with regard to the;qggstiog of Paiestine cannot be allowedito
continue much longer. There is a preés@ég need for positive action to shake off
the paralysis which has been imposed by%attitudea adopted towards the
Palestinians. Those attitudes are causing the international communityrto 1ogg
éaluableﬂoppottunities for settling thié ques#ion. My delegation regrets, for
example, that the holding of an interna@ional peace conference on the Middle East
is being opposed and its realization ffustrated by obstacles of one kind or
another. A forum such as the international peace corference which is proposed,
providing for the participation of permanent members of tﬁe Security Council,
Israel, the Palestinian Liberation Organization on behalf of the Falestinian
people, and other concerned parties, would offer a unique opportunity for breaking
out of the current stagnation in Middle Bast peace efforts and for a comprehensive
discussion of the interests of all the parties concerned., We £ind it lamentable
that the implementation of such a constructive proposal, conceived te bring about a
peaceful settlement of Aiffercnces through dialogue, in a region as volatile as the

Middle Bast, is belng frustrated,
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whateverilabel opgi@ay give to ggg;gq}estine Liberation Organization (FLO), at
the end of the day there is no alternutive to relating witp th@t hody. Ip dealing
with the PLO weo are dealing with ROre than an organization; to talk of the PLO is
to talk of the will and Aatermination of an entire people. The PLO symbolizes the
undying nationalist aspirations of the ‘entire Paleatiniangﬁation- and there is no
other way to peace in the Middle East but to come to terms with those aspirations
and to relate with the chosen :epresenratives of the Palestinian people. At any
rate, how useful could a dialeque be between two sides if one side is going to

decide who will speak Eor the other? Not. even force can turn the Palestinians away

from their ambitian to- establish themselves. in their own independent homeland. The

use of force as.a policy for dealing wzth Palestinian nationa;}gm has already
proved to be ineffective, even counter-productive in this regard,

There are clear limits to what can be achieved by the use ;E military force
against strong naticnalist sentiment; Lebanon should be instructive in this
regard. Anti-hétoicé,_guqh as the recent operation in Tunisia, do nothing to
temper Palestinian determination. 7 |

In fact, by seeking to impose its Qill in the Middle East éhrough the use of
ite superior force Israel has creaiti greater insecurity for itself as well as for
the region. Security in the Middle East, as in any other region, has to be
mutual, Israel's security cannot be founded on the insecurity of its neighbours
nor can that security be based on the permanent dispossession of an entire people,
nor on the illegal retention of land seized from neichbours. The occupied
territories are symbols of injuctice; they cause offence to the nationalist feeling
of Palestinians end of the people of other occupied neighbouring States. Their
retention is a guarantee of instability in the region, But what is even worse than

thelr simple retention ie Israel's settlement wolicy which exacerbates and

perpetuates original injustice,
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Israel must withdraw from the territories occupied since 1967, including East
Jerusalem. Guyana cannot accept that the advantages gained from the unlawful uge

of force are non-negotiable or that territorial aggrandisement is international

vi;éue. 'Timeris certainly not on cur side in the Middle East. 7Hy'de1egation
sincerely hogestthat this debate will se:ve.to stimulate a f£resh awareness of the
Qréency of finding 2 solutien t@igggs guastion.

] 7Let us haye,always éanind that our debgge on the questionvafrPalestine is
abouﬁ much moxe than the - Falestinlans or their need to recover their inalienable
rights - as fundamental as that may be. This debate is also about the strength and
capacity of the United Nations to have its decisions respected and implemented; it
is about thevggtent to which Stafes are prepared to make the Charter of the United
Naéions a living force in the conduct of thei; relations with other States. It is
also about peace - a secure and durable peace so that all States and pecple of the
Middle East region - including Ysrael ~ can live within mutually recognized
boundaries, so that the Palestinians can at last devote their energies and talents

to the happiness and prosperity of their independent homeland.

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with resolution 477 (V), of

1 November 1950, I noé call on the Observer of the League ot Arab States.

HMr. EL-FARRA (League of Arab States) (interpretation from Arabic): 1
should like to begin my statement on behalf o the League of Arab States by
offering my congratulations to Mr. de Piniés . his election as President of this
session of the General Assembly and on the world-wide confidence h“e has so
deservedly won. During the long years we have worked together in the international
arena I have come to recognize and adwire hig ountstanding abilities, hig quict
diplomacy and cbjectivity in dealing with issues, and his efforts to bolster

international relations and the principles of poace baced on justice. These are
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the values we alsc associate wth his great country, Spain, with which we Arabs
share bonds of ftzendship ‘and calnongygritage. :” -

The people of Spain and_ the Arab nation shared more than Seven centurieq of E
history, during whxch they intertwined their czvilizations and drew sustenance from
the wellspringsrof the same culturewgpd heritage. Thatris reflected today in the
number of Spanish universities tesching the 1 languagae, literasude. and his*azyﬁyf,theﬂAr
Arabs, and in the numerous Spaniﬁh,%ié{ariEEgngggezvigggths treasures of Ar§§f ¢_
culture. This comaon hexitage also 1§ft its mark on the great monuments - the
palaces, mosques and gardens - of anéaiusiaﬂandiuorth Africa, the products of a
civilizatipn;;hat,once wade Anda;psigzgjculgpralwcentreifully the equal of égggns o
and Alexandria in their prime. Theggépius of :hat'civﬁ}izacion was represe&@é? byjﬁ
many, among them Xbn Zahr, who excelled in medicine; Al~Maqgarri and Ibn al—Khétib,'
in literature, geography and history; and others whc pioneered in the fields gf
astronocmy, chemistry, algebra and philosophy, such as Ibn Hazm, Ibn Arabi, j -

Ibn Tufail and Ibn Rushd.

The nominag;on of Spain to this gigh office is proof of Spain's great gggpect'
for this international Organization, which remains the repository of the hopes of
nations and of future generations.

I wish to record on behalf of the League of Arab States our appreciation and
gratitude to Ambassador Massamba Sarré, Chairman of the Special Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, for his constructive
efforts, guidance and stewardship which is distinguished by knowledge and wisdom.

We have comz to the conclusion of the General Assembly's debate on the
Palestine question which, despite its importance, was aceorded only three days of
the General Assembly's time. Nevertheless, the debate has reflected the increasing

concern of the international community about this problem.
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It is difficult, while so many dangers beset the question of Palestine, to
discuss the fssue without feelings of pain and alarw. The problem hag been hefore
the United Nations for nea:l; 40 years -~ - that is, since its 1ncept£on. And the
mass media have lade us so accustomed to its events that the uge of force, violence
and crimes seem, through repetition, to have become natural means of international
conduct. This prompits us to guestion the sericusness of tho commitment to the
bases én which cur international community was founded,-andrto the noble ideals of

our internatiqpql o:ganizatign.
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The General Assembly has more than once condemned the policy of aggression
and terrorism practised by Israel both within and outside the occupied Arab
territories and its resolutions have affirmed the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people. Yet, in practice, therpeeple of Palestine continue to suffer
not only exile, dispersal and dispossession cutside Palestine but also Israeli
repression,’arbitrary arrests, and terrorism within Palestine. Israel's shameless
arrogance and the policy of escalating the terrorism that it practises againsc the
Arab States and people are, of course, encouraged by the unlimited support it
receives from outside.

Despite the pressures that this Organization faces from States with special
responsibilities in the Security Council and regardless of the attempts to
undermine the people of Palestine, the Arab States and the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), the sole authentic representative of the Palestinian people,
continue to abide by international legitimacy, the principles of the United Nations
and ethical values. They come to the United Nations year after year to remind it
of that legitimacy and those principles. It was on that basis that the Arab States
and the Palestine Liberation Organization adopted a peace plan which the Arab
States have strenuously sought to push towards an acceptable solution to achleve
peace in our region and stability and security in the area. Witisut that peace the
area wlll never rejoice in security.

The resoluticns and principles of the 1982 Arab Summit Conference at Fez,
confirmed anew by the Extraordinary Arab Summit Conference held at Casablanca,
Moroceo, this year, are proof of the aims that motivate the Arabs and prompt them
to call for the convening of an international conference within the United Hatlons

frameworik, to include the tws cupor-Powers and the other permanent members of the
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Security Council, with the participation of the Palestine Liberation Organization
and the other parties concerned. That is in addition to the individual and
bilateral actions undertakei by the Arab States as par& of their effort to achieve
peace and end the crisis in a manner that would guarantee the rights of all the
peoples of the region.

But what was the response te that courageous Fez Arab poace initiative - an
initiative that could be killed by being ignored for a long pericd? The answer
came recently on the wings of Israel's warplanes, which flew thousands of miles to
destroy peaceful homes and bury their inhabitante ~ old men, women and children -
in an Arab country which is a Member of the United Nations, That is how Israel
regponds to all peace efforts in the region - an answer characterized by hysterical
behaviour. Israel strikes north aprd south, east and west, inside and outside
Palestine, until even those who still had lingering doubLcs now understand that
Israel not only rejects peace but intends to destroy the peace process as well.

Following Israel's barbarous act of aggression against Tunisia - its bombing
of the homes of Tunisian citizens and the headquarters of the Palestine Liberation
Organization ~ regrettable incidents took place that resulted in the death of a

passenger aboard the Italian ccuise ship Achille Lauro, and a United States

citizen, Alex Qdeh, was assassinated simply because he wanted to exercise his right
te refute the accusations of the Zionist movement against the Palestine Liberation
Organization. He wanted to reply to thoss charges in the so-called land of the

free, but was murdercd for his effort, At that time we did not hear American
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voices raised in denunciation of Zionist terrorism; on the contrary, the United
States Government and news media persisted in encouraging anti-Arab feelings until
the American public began to view attacks against Arabs 1s almost acceptable and
justified.

The attempts to institutionalize racist practices in Israel and the occupied
Arab territories against the Arab inhabitants have entered a new phase.

Meir Kahane recently submitted two proposed laws to the Knesset; one would exclude
non-Jews from the right of citizenship in Israel and the other would prevent any
integration between Jews and non-Jews. The fact that the Chairman of the Knesset
refused to accept the proposed laws does not alter the situation, especially since
the attempt is far from being'abandoned. Rahane has asked the Israeli Sﬁpreme
Court for a ruling, to force the Knesset leadership to receive the proposed two
racist laws. But even if the Supreme Court rejects Kahane's request that does not
mean the Zionist racists will give up. That is a first attempt which will
certainly be followed by others. The question now is: Does that sort of mentality
not support the same racist ideas thaf constituted the major reason for the
persecution of the Jews throughout history? Is it not time for Israeli leaders to
adhere to the spirit of the Charter of this Organization concerning the rights of
man, the equality of man, and the broiherhood of man?

It is that kind of sick mentality that prompts many in Israel to commit
various crimes, acting on the urge to erase all vestiges of the Gentiles,
destroying their mosques and churches and attacking their heritage in preparation
for their ultimate expulsion, so that the State would remain Jewish with no place
for non-Jews in it. An exarple of that racism is the case of Shimon Barda, leader
of the gang that tried to blcw up the Agsa Mosque and other places of worship in
Jerusalem, He was convicted and sentenced to gaol by the ecourts and is now

eppealing bis seantence.  All that reaffirms that sick mentality.
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We donounce from this international rostrum all forms of terrorism and at the
same time support all the legitimate liberation movements., We differentiate
between terrorism and the right of peoples to fight, by all available means, for
their freedom and dignity - the type of struggle whiéh has been supported by the 7
General Assembly in many resolutions., We say to those who seek to hide the
facts: ¥ou cannot cover up your ctimes, vout Eetrotism and your aggression by
accusing others and creating thick smokes~reens to hide those g¢rimes.

We referred to Kahane's positions only because he represents an extremist
trend which is gaining ground in Israel, so much so that the advocate of those
terrorist and racist ideas was elected to the Knesset. It is time for the
extremist leaders in Israel to realize that terrorism does not lead to peace and
that bullets do not kill ideas and convictions but, instead, increase the
determination of peoplie to fight even harder in defence of the{} heritage and
ideals. Thus, the repressive measures and terrorist operations carried out against
the Arab inhabitants and against the unrelenting, heroic struggle of the
Palestinlan people inside the occupied Arab territories will not weaken them or
their leadership ~ no matter how hard the Israelis try.

This new factor in the region reflects a new Israeli attitude, one full of
anxiety and impulsiveness, which is gaining the upper hand in Israel and is
exzhibited in the spread of Zionist extremism and tension in the occupled Arab
territories. The reasons for that dangerous trend are many and varied, but it is
important to understand its repercusgicns, some of which are already evident in

israel’s behaviocur,
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The raid on Tunisia was the latest manifestation of Israel's desire to
convince public opinion at home and abroad that, despite its defeat by Arab
registance in the south of Lebanon and in the occupied territories, and "alt:hough it
is retreating on the economic and social froats, it mmairis the reqion's" primary
wilitary Power on which the West, and especially the United States, can still
rely. It is fesred thac such thinking coulid encqurage;rsraeli leaders to repeat
their miljtary attacks against the Arab States under fiim#y excuses, This explains
the desperate Israeli insistence on the use of force and on the rejection of
peace. We had believed that the resistance of south Lebanon had proved to Israel
the futility of trying to impose permanent solutions by force and that occupation
would never be a solution, no matter how fierce repression and terrorism became.

Mr. Shimon Peres recently seid the following f£rom this rostrum:

"1 call upon the Palestinian people to put an end to rejectionism, to

belligerency. Iet us talk. Come forth and recognize the reality of the State

of Israel, our wish to live in peace and our need‘ for security. Iet us face
each other as free men and women across the negotiating table.* (A/40/PV.42,

p._58)

I say from this same rostrum that the evasive peace initiated by Peres during this
international Organization's celebration of its fortieth amniversary was meant for
internal consumption in Israel to prop up the Labour Party, but it was also aimed
at the reast of the world, tallored as it was for radio and television stations.

I challenge Shimon Peres to declare now, from Tel Aviv, that he recognizes the

@D

zigtence of the Palestinian people, who have already been recognized by the whole
world, and that he concedeg o the Palegtinians thelr right to selfi-determination
in their own homeland and their righit to an indcpondent State. Such recognition

would indicgte that Peres had abandoned the policy of viclence and given up the
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practice of human massacres,rwhich have claimed the liveaiof hundreds of thousands
of Palestinian victims. Peace is a two-way street. It calls for a change in the
policies Of hatred, death and terrorism. He who calls for coexistence must
recognize the 'irmnediate pavty with which he wantg torooexrist.

If Ysrael's intentions are truly those amnounced by Peres, then why did the
Israell occupation authorities recently impose inhumane and brutal measures,
beefing up their military presence, increasing patrols, blocking all the roads with
checkpoints, searching people indiscriminately, aiding and abetting Jewish settler
terrorist groups, intensifying the covert terrorism of the intelligence services
and blindly applying the policy of expulsion, exile and administrative detention?

What‘purpése underlies those acts of harassment so reminiscent of the security
measures imposed by the Nazi occupation authorities during the Second World War?
Althcough the Israeli Government does not always reveal its true intentions, the
right-wing parties in that country. whether partners in the Government or not, and
especially the Likud bloc, clearly answer our question with their slogan, which
they proclaim today more than ever before: "“One Torah and one land for one people
only.” Yes, their uvltimate aim is the liquidation of the Palestinian people.

How similar that slogan is to the Nazi slogan, no matter how they try to
conceal it. 1Ig such a slogan in keeping with the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights? 1In this connection, I would like to say the following to those who
demongtrated on 10 November 1985 demanding that our Organization reconsider its
resolution describing Zienism as 8 form of racism and to those who supported that
demonstration for obvious electoral purposes: the Zicnist movement will be judged
by its actiong and practices, and until Zionist leaders change their hearts, minds
and behavioor our Orgenization, windful of its Charter, its mescage and bte

principles, cannot but condemn those actions and practices, demand that they coase
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and denounce the Zionist movement that gave them birth, Indeed, how is our
Organization gxpgcted to respond othe;wise when the slogan of the Israell right is
"One Toran and one land for one people oaly®? o S
- We—arefegsiaiﬁ'that our States and _this international Organization and itsv"

Charter, which begins with the words “we the peoples of the United Nations“, will
not spare any effort to halt the attempt to annihilate one of its peopies.

It ls necessary, however, to emphasizgﬁthe»histq;iq ;esponsibility.ef tbe
United States for the current situation in the Middie East, which is largely due to
the unmquestimi;ﬁg support the United Sf;a_tes “g.ive-s Isfael. even after the recent

Israeli acts of international terrorism;wwhich'violaternmerica's own principles'and

values.

While the Arab States condemned thertake;over of the Italian ship, the Achille
Lauro, the United States, in its total backing for Israel, did not hesitate to
indulge in intennational terrorism for the sake of the Zionist authorities. What
else can we call the air piracy carried out by American military aircraft in
forcing down an Egyptian civilian airlinecr? Where is international law and what
happened to ethical values? What, indeed, iz left of United States credibility and
its intention to achieve peace in the Middle East? The hijacking of an Egyptian
airliner - its flimsy pretexts and primitive, vengeful motives aside ~ symbolized
America's participation with Isracl in the persecution of the Palestinian prople,
whose anger and disappointment have under..ined their faith in the principles of
peace at a time dominated by the logic of force, a time when terrorism has been
elevated to the status of national policy of a major Power,

In conelusion, let me say that nmy greatest fear is that the attitudes now
being adoptcd by the Zionist movement and its friends may result in a new

anti-Semitie wvave whose victims thiz time will boe the Arab poouple. We must all
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think of the consequences of such a development, nons
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under standing among peoples nor the causes of peace and justice.

-

i must now reply oriefly to a number of points raised by the representative of

Iscael this aftecnoca.

{spoke in English)

What we heard this afternocon carried nothing new. It has become an old

record. We heard time and again the Israeli representative cite the Wazi slogan,
"One cbuntry, one people, onerleader“. That today is a Zionist slogan, as I

pointed cut earlier. The Israeli representative spoke at length ahbut nazism and
then emphasized in his statement that

_"... while nazism may have been defeated in Europe, it was very much .alive in

the -Middle East .,." (supra, p. 16)
With that, I am in full agreement. Nazism may have been defeated in Europe, but it

is indeed very much alive in the Middle East., We have Zionism practised in part of

the Middle East, and Zionism has everything in comson with nazism.
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Both nazism and Ziondsm hold to the concept of race; both Elonism and nazism
hold to the concept of Nazi supremacy and the Zionist “chosen people®; both nazism
and Zionism hold to the concept of Lebensraumi the Zionists want a space to be
made for the ingatheriné of the exiles from all over the world into Palestine;
both nazism and Zionism hold to the concept of the £fifth column. The Zionists in
the United States have pressure groups; they have a city within everxy city, a town
within every town; they have a pregs~ure group within every single;branchvof the
United States‘G9verqpent.

The Pollard spy case is a case in point. It can be argued that this case is
an internal matter, that it reflects differences between two strategic partners,
that it is nothing but family differences. However, when we have foicials saying
openly that Rafael Eitan's spies wanted also to collect classified infermation
about the military capability of neighbouring Arab States, this great family of
nations is entitled to know what the Israeli-American family is planning towards
our region and its security.

The Israeli representative spoke about our rejection of the notion of
"compromise and coexistence® - these are his words. I think the former Prime
Minister of Israel has the answer to this allegation. He said, when viciting Ariel
settlement - one of the biggest in the occupied territories - the fellowing oath:

"I, Menachem, the son of Zev and Achiza Begin, do solemnly swear that, as
long as I serve the nation as Prime Minigter, we will not leave any part of

Judea, Samaria, the Gaza Strip and the Golan Helghts."

This statement wac made on 9 May 1%81. So when you <all for coeristence, you want
the refugees to exist in the cemps outcide Palectine ond you stay on the land and

hoth should gnegist.
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He then referred to the Saudi daily Magella. This is a big lie. I don’t know
of any daily Magella in Saudi Arabia. This so-called Saudi daily Magella simply
does not exist. I reedwpggrgfte the many Israeli distorxtions and fabrications;
the President and the members of the Assembly are familiar with Israeli campaigns
of falsehoods and distortions.

I think it is about time that Zionism should change its ugly behaviour. The
zionists should accept the advice of Chaim Weizmann, the champion of Zionism, who,
on his deathbed, had the following advice to give to all Zionists in the world:

“We are a small people, but a great people; an ugly, and yet a beautiful

people; a creative, and yet a destructive, people; a people in whom genius

and folly are equally commingled. We are an ambitious people who have time
and again repudiated and wrecked what our ancestors built. For God's sake,
let us not allow the breach in the wall to swallow us.®

This was his last advice before his death,
To conclude, I have one remaining gquotation, from James Reston, an able

journalist of The New York Times, He said, after interviewing Mrs. Golda Meir:

“Israel appeals to justice, but is not just to the Arab refugees, It asks for
mercy and is merciless in attack. It cries for peace and order in the world

| and for principles among nations; but it scorns and even villifies the United
Nations which, despite obvious weaknesses, is the oniy instrument of
international order and justice we have." He concluded: "In this sense, not
only geography and history but logic are against Israel over the long run, and
the Igraellis know it,"

The PRESTIDENT: One chserver has regquested to be allowed to make a

statement in reply. HMay ¥ remind members that, in accordance with General hgcembly

decision 34/401, stuatements in the exercise of the right of reply are Jlimited to
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10 minutes for the first intervention and to five minutes for the second
intervention, and should be made by the delegations from their seats.

The Observer of the Palestine Liberation Organization has requested to make a
statement of reply. I give hiw the f£loor in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974, ' -

Mr. RAMLAWI (Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)} (interpretation
from A:abic): This evenring, the representativg of Israelwstood here to d?bate on
the question of Palestine., He insisted on speaking on ghe ;oots of this cause,

But he did notrchange his normal behavicur. Whenever the"representative of Israel
takes the floor before the Genergl Asse@blg or any other organ of the ﬁn{ged
Nations he persists in the fabrications and the lies which are far removed from
reality and objectivity. In reality, the truth is that there has been a genuine
condemnation of Istael and its racist, aggressive and expansionist policies, He
tried to divert the attention of the General Assembly from the true and real
objective in discussing the question of Palestine., He wanted to divert it to
discuss other issues of minor importance, which have no relation to the topics and
realities addressed by the General Assembly. If the representative of Israel
wanted to address root causes, in order to be objective, he really should have
announced before the General Assembly here the true objective of the creation of
Israel in the Middle East area and the methods that have heen adopted by the
European colonialiet Powers and the Zionist, racist movement since the beginning of
this century to achieve their common objective. He really should have reminded the
General hssembly of the report of the British Prime Minister, in 1907, who
described the objective of creating Israel in Palestine ags a eolonial project to
cricure the continued intcrests of the colonial bPoucrs for decades o come in the

Middle yast reqgion,
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Then the representative of Israel did not address the methods, including
murder and terrorism, that have been adopted by the Zionist movement and supported
by those colonial Powers against the Palestinian people. He did not cite the
examples before 1948 and before the estahlishment of Israel as a desplcable project
of imperialism.

One of the clearest examples is the well-known massacre which took place in
April 1948 at the town of Deir Y;ssin“and which wasﬂled by Menachem Begin and
Itzhak Shamir, the current Deputy Primé Minister of Xsrael. The victimg of this
massacre were hundreds of civilians, children, women and elderly people. He alsec
did not refer to the statements of Henéchem Begin at the tiwme that, had it not been

for the Deir Yassin massacre, Israel would not have been able to exist.
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The representative of Iscael spoke about the ;eots'pf the problem and rt_be
events that preceded the establishment of Israel and he referred to the terrorism
that he said had taken place then. If he is really so concerned, why did he not
make any refersnce to the terror ism-'practiéé(‘i 'bsA/ themz.i».onist‘:gtanqsfaga insrt'the o
United Nations itself, when they commiéted_ thbe,j crime of assassinating Count.
Bernadott:e{, the Special Envoy of the United Nations ;to Palei.ti,ne? o

Instead of g:iv:i.ng the Assembly fabrications, Vthe,,rrepreseﬁtéti_s_le_{.bf _Israel
should have objectively replied to the conteﬁﬁ-s of the reports of the Special
Committee to Investigate Israell P;acticesbaffe_c;ting the Human Rights of the
Population of the Occupied Werritories. He should have made clearrghe Zionist
Israeli pogition concerning t:ﬁheﬁwfi!.;; of the 7irn,t:ernat:ivqn$1 qémq;unit;\g--fi_as reflgéted in
the provisions of the United Nations Charterrand of the General Assgmbly
resolutions adopted repeatedly, year after year. In all those resolutions the
international community has recognized the inalienable national right of the
Palestinian people to return to its'homeland, fts rightito seif-determinatiOn
without foreign intervention and té the establishmen_t :pf its independent State,

The fact that Israel flouts the United Nations Charter and thé-Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the fact that it is not complying with the Fourth
Geneva Convention of 1949 are nothing new to the General Assembly, the United
Nations as a whole or the international community.

Israel's history since its creation in 1948 is replete with acte of defiance
of General Assembly resolutions and total disregard for the Agsembly itself, I
would remind the Assembly of the position taken in 1975 by Chaim Herzog, now
President of Israel, when he was representative of Isroel to the United Nations,
He steod at the rostrum of the Agsembly and said that he was a Zionist; he tore up

s resolution that the Assembly had just adopteds and he told the Assembly
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n Israel would be the wastepaper basket. The

o

that the fate of the resclutic

1
b
i
-

General Assembly resolution in question was the one condemning zianism as a form of

racism and racial discrimination.

That is the way'Israel-;reatquniteduNationsmreaoiutioné4336 the gpa:te;:qu '
its principles. Therefore we find nothing strange in the fact that the

representative of Israel todayﬁcomgs‘go the rust;gg\gq@ indulges in misleading

tactics and distortions of facts. He does that simply because he cannot face o

realitys; he cannot face the accusing finget'pcinted'at him and his Government. .
With regard to the statement by the representative of Israel on the death of
Mr. Klinghoffer, the Palestine pi?g;ation Organization states once again that it

had nothing whatscever to do-with‘the events that tock place aboard the

Achille fauro. The Palestine Liberation Organization has condemned that -

operation., Statements have been made here today in the context of the allegations
made by Mrs. Klinghoffer against the PLO. It is very wrong to attempt to blame the :
Palestine Liberation Organization for the operation that took place on that vessel W
and the death of Mr., Klinghoffer.

Israel's claim that it aspires to peace is unfounded, The statement made by -
the representative of Israel today that Israel wishes direct negotiations is
nothing but an attempt to sidestep the General Assembly resolutions dealing with
the question of Palestine - resolutions that Israel rejects and disregards. But
our Palestinian people, through the leadership of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, has reaffirmed its strong adherecnce to the prineciples of th~ United
ationg Charter and the Organization's resolutions on the guestion of Palestine
designed to achieve a peace based on justice ani to ensurc the exercise by the

Palestinian people of their inalienable national rights,
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The PRESIDENT: Representatives will recall that the Assembly has before

it three draft resolutions circulated as documents A/40/L.23 to 8/40/L.25., I

understand that a fourth draft resolution will be submitted under this item.
Inasmuch as some of those draft resolutions have programme budget =
implicat‘ions. the Assembly will take decisions on them at & subsequent meetinq.' the

date of which will be announced in the Joutnal.

~—- - - The meeting rase at §,30 p.m.




