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Letter dated 14 October 1985 from the Permanent Representative of
Togo to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

On instructions from my Government, I have the honour to reauest vou to
arrange for the document entitled "Declaration and Programme of Action", adopted at
the Ministerial Regional Conference on Security, Disarmament and Development in
Africa, held at Lomé (Togo) from 13 to 16 Auguat 1985, to he circulated as an
official document of the General Assembly, under agenda items 25, 30, 34, 35, 48,
59, 61, 62, 68 and 69, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Kwam KOUASSI
Amhassador
Permanent Representative
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ANNEX

Regional Conference on Security, Disarmament and Development in Africa
Lomé Declaration and Programme of Action

In accordance with resolution AHG/Res.126 (XX) and AHG/Res.l38 (XXI) adopted
bv the Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) at
their twentieth Assembly, in 1984, and their twentv-first Assemhly, in 1985,
respectively, and taking into account United Nations General Assemhly resolution
37/100 F on regional disarmament and 39/63 J on the World Disarmament Campaiqn, a
ministerial reqional Conference on Security, Disarmament and Development in Africa
was convened in Lomé, Togo, from 13 to 16 August 1985 by the Organization of
African Unity in co-operation with the United Nations Department for Disarmament
Affairs and the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research. After having
thoroughly considered the issues of security, disarmament and development in
Africa, the Conference adopts the following:

A. Lomé Declaration on Securitv, Disarmament and Development in Africa; and

B. Proqramme of Action for Peace, Security and Co-overation in Africa.

A. LOME DECLARATION ON SECURITY, DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
IN AFRICA

1. The Conference recoqnizes the close interrelationship and interdependence
between the ohjectives of security, disarmament and development, not only in Africa
but world-wide, and expresses its conviction that their realization is essential
for durable peace and security everywhere in the world,

2, The Conference considers peace and security as the highest priority objective
of independent African States and the foundation for socio-economic development.
The Conference affirms its conviction in the legitimate right of every State to
security and self-defence and stresses the position that the progressive reduction
of arms must he to enhance peace and security through the minimum level of
armaments and armed forces,

3. The Conference stresses that the concept of security in the region must go
beyond military security and the prevention of armed conflicts to encompass a
sustained commitment by States of the region to African, national, hilateral and
multilateral proarammes of socio-ecconomic development, justice, eauity and human
dignitv.

4. The ohjective of disarmament efforts in the reqion should take into account
existing realities in other reqions and avoid placina Africa in a real or perceived
permanent security disadvantage. There should he a collaborative effort that
eliminates inter-State arms corpetition in the reqion, fosters the peaceful
settlement of disputes and enhances a united avproach in dealinag with threats to
the region's peace and securitv.
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5. The Conference recoanizes that Africa‘'s militarv expenditures are relativelv
low compared to those of other regions of the world, taking into conaideration
particularlv the multiple threats and the permanent aqqresaion of the racist South
African régime, At the same time the Conterence takes note that vis-d-vis the
current situation, rRecuritv reguirements of African States impose extremelv heavv
burdens at the detriment of the social and economic development of Atrican States,

6. The Conference conaiders that an improved international climate, especiallv in
the relations amonq the mator Powers, in particular the two super-Powers, as well
as in the relations hetween North and South, would enhance the prospects for
securitv, disarmament and development in Africa, and the world as a whole. The
Conference takes note of recent signs towards relaxation of tensaion in aoreat power
relations, as reflected in the geeminalv widenina Acope of contacts and
negotiations hetween the two super-Powers. The Conterence however, calls tor a
more sustained process of negotiations among the matior Powers, especiallv between
the two super-Powers, in the disarmament field since the continued possessjon of
nuclear weapons and the continuing nuclear and conventional arms race constitute a
constant deastabilizing factor for all reaions and the areatest danger to human
survival.

7. The Conference, recoanizinag the universalitv of the ohiectives of securitv,
disarmament and development, emphasizea the uraency and indispensabilitv of
international co-operation in efforts towards their attainment. 1In this
connection, the Conference helieves that despite inadeauate proaress, the United
Nations remains the appropriate forum tor alobal common endeavours towards a new
world order free trom war and want, more 4ust and eaquitahle, and hence, more
peaceful,

8. The Conference, at the same time, underlines the importance of reaional
efforts at peace-keepina and contlict resolution among States in accordance with
the principles of the OAU charter, Such eftfortr aimed at bhuilding contidence,
promoting friendlv relations and co-operation and finding solutions to local
disputes among the States of the reqions concerned can plav a vital role in
enhancing the ohiectives of securitv, disarmament and development in the reaion,

9. The Conference considera that closer co-operation hetween the United Nations
and regional and interreaional organizations will allow for more effective
utilization of the wide international experience, capahilities and resources ot the
United Nations to the service of reqional ettorts., 1In this connection, the
Conference welcomes the existing co-operatinn hetween the United Nations and the
Oraanization of African Unitv and attaches much importance to the continuina
expansion of such co-¢ ration to cover also activities and proarammes in
securitv-related fields,

10. The Conference reatfirms that Africa is currentlv contronted hv a critical
socio-economic situation which has develooed in part because of natural conditions
such as drought, cvclones and desertitication and is beina aaaravated bv conditions
and instances of instahilitv and conflict in the reaion, while takina note with
appreciation and commendina eftorts deploved hv the OAU Heads ot State and
Government and assistance provided reaionallv and from other countries and realons
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an well as international oraanizations, to alleviate the immediate problems of
famine, the Conference recoqnizes the primarv responsihility of African States for
long=-term rehabjlitation and develooment in the countries concerned and in the
reqion as a whole.

11, The Conference considers that it is the existence of insecuritv that compels
African States to divert their meaare resources to meet the hurdens of militarv
expenditures for the purpose of maintainina internal stahilitv and the defence of
their independence, sovereigntv and territorial inteqrity.

12. The Conference views the minority apartheid régime and its policies in South
Africa as one of the main causes for insecuritv, aagression, economic
destabilization and an arms race in Africa. The régime thus threatens regional as
well as international peace and security, especiallv since achievinag a nuclear
weapon capability, and it continues to expand its overall militarv establishment,
The Conference expresses its conviction that the elimination of the apartheid
svatem in South Africa and the attainment of immediate independence bv Namibia in
accordance with the pertinent resolutions of the United Nations and the
Organization of African Unjity would areatly reduce the climate of tension and
conflict in southern Africa and enhance the prospects for disarmament, development,
securitv and peaceful co-operation throughout Africa.

13. The Conference expresses deep concern over the active collahoration hetween
the South Atrican raciat régime, Israel and some Western Powers in the
establiahment and continued development of the South African nuclear weapon
capahility, The Conference views such collaboration as worsenina the alreadv
explosive rituation in the region and firmly condemns it,

14, The Conterence emphasizes the importance of the need for concrete action to
promote peace, securitv and disarmament in Africa with a view to reinforcing
durable conditiona and structures for inter-African development and co-operation in
the region, The Conference is convinced that declarations on peace, security and
co-operation and African regional aareements of non-agqression and assistance on
matters of defence should be supported with more concrete and practical measures
without delay and re-activate consideration of the Draft Convention on the
Denuclearization of Africa or consider an appropriate leqal instrument that would
define Africa as a nuclear-free zone.

15. The Conference expresses its firm conviction that only through arrangements
and mechanisms that mitigate inter-African tensions can the reqion maintain a
credible and positive role in a world confronted by the deadly East/West rivalry
that African States cannot control but whose outcome could decisively affect the
dest inies of African States as well,

16, As the Conference has taken place on the fortieth anniversaries of the use of
the first atomic weapons in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the end of the Second wWorld war
and the hirth of the United Nations, the Conference views this gathering as an
especially solemn and auspicious opportunity for Africa to join the rest of the
world in an urgent recommitment and rededication to the princivles and obhjectives
enshrined hoth in the Charter of the United Nations and the charter of the
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Orqanization of African Unity, It calls on all States to replace deepair with
hope, to end fear and want, to huild hridges of friendship, peaceful coexistence
and co-operation in a world free from nuclear weapons and "to save succeedinq
qenerations from the scourge of war", '

B. PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR PEACE, SFECURITY AND
CO-OPERATION IN AFRICA

The Conference on Securitv, Disarmament and Development in Africa,

Recalling that the fundamental ohjective of African States since their
accession to independence has alwavs been the quest for peace as a practical course
of action that would allow them to devote their energies and resources fullv to the
urgent task of improving the well-heing of their peoples,

Reaffirming the continuing validity and urgent need for firm recommitment to
the concrete implementation of the purposes of the Orqanization of African Unitv as
provided in article II of the OAU charter, as follows:

(a) To promote the unitv and solidaritv of African States;

(b) To co-ordinate and intensify their co-operation and efforts to achieve a
better 1ife for the peoples of Africa;

{(c) To defend their sovereignty, their territorial integritv and independence)
(d) To eradicate all forms of colonialiam from Africaj; and

(e) To promote international co-operation, havina due reqard to the Charter
of the Unjited Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Considering that this first hiah-level reaional political aathering on
securitv, disarmament and development in Africa has provided a valuable opportunity
for OAU Memher States to reflect collectively on three of the most critical issues
affectina Africa's present and future aspirations and strateaies for peace and
proqress,

Bearing in mind its Lomé Declaration on Securitv, Disarmament and Development
in Afcica,

Adggts this Programme of Action for Peace, Securitv and Co-or -ation in Atrica
hv whieh the Conference, as a matter of prioritv:

1. Calls tor a continuous and sustained process nt diplomatic contact and
neaotiation within the framework of OAU towards arriving at politicallv bindina
commitments fosterina regional peace, gecuritv and co-operation within the context
of a future Conference on Securitv and Co-operation in Atricaj
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2. Calls urgentlvy upon African States, individuallv, hilaterallv,
subregionallv and reqionally, to implement measures aimed at realizing internai and
inter-State peace, securitv, co-operation and solidaritv in the reqion;

3. Calls upon African States to keep OAU informed of decisions nr aareements
reached hv them bilaterallv or subreqionallv relating to defence or militarv
co-operation with a view to facilitatinag its co-ordinating role in reqional
defence, in accordance with the OAU charter;

4. Calls for intensified co-operation with and assistance from the United
Nationa towards the realization of concrete and effective measures initiated by
African States themselves to ensure peace and security in the reqionj

5, Calls upon the Secretarv General of OAU, with the assistance and
co-operation of the Secretarv-General of the United Nations and the United Nations
Institute for Disarmament Research, to elahorate and submit to the 44th OAU Council
of Miniasters, concrete proposals which could serve as a hasis for discussions and
neqot iat ions amona Membher States on the following:

(a) Possibilities and arranaements for defence co-operation and co-ordination
at the subregional and regional levels;

(b) Possibilities and arrangements tor the reduction of military expenses hv
Memher States at the subreqional and reajonal levels;

{(c) Possihilities and arrangements for preventing arms transfers to mercenarv
forces and other non-qovernmental aroups in independent African States;

(d) Concrete measures for the implementation of the OAU Declaration of 1964
on the Denuclearization of Africa and the re-activation of the Draft
Convention on the Denuclearization of Africa or the drafting of an
appropriate legal instrument that would define Africa as a
nuclear-weapon-free zone,

6, Calls upon the Secretarv-General of the United Nations to create as soon
as possible a United Nations regional centre in Africa tor veace and disarmament,
in accordance with United Nations General Assemblv resolution 39/63 J which
envisages the establishment of a reqional oraan under the world Disarmament
Campaign Programme of the United Nations and OAU resolution AHG/Res.138 (XXI) of
the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity
requesting that such a centre be established in Africaj

7. welcomes with aporeciation the offer of the Government of Togo to host
the proposed United Nations regional centre for peace and disarmament and to
provide the United Nations at no cost with office space for the centre;

8. Stresnea the utmost importance for the mroposed centre to serve as a
focal point for promotina co-ordination and harmonization of research, studv,
documentation and information activities in the interrelated fields of peace,
security, disarmament and development, in co-operation with the institutions of the
United Nations especiallv the United Nations Institute for Training and Research,
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the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research and the United Nations
University;

9. Calls upon African scientists, researchers and institutions to submit to
the OAU Assembly of Heads of State ana Government through the OAU Secretary General
within one vear, views and suggestions on the possible establishment of a
subregional or regional programme for nuclear research for peaceful purposes in
Africa;

10. Calls upon all States, the International Atomic Enerqy Agency (IAEA) and
other agencies or institutions in all States to terminate any form of collaboration
with the racist réqime of South Africa in the nuclear field until that régime opens
up all its nuclear facilities to IAEA safeaquards and inspections and abandons its
policies of aqqression, internal oppression and apartheid;

11, Calls upon all States, institutions and the international community as a
whole to terminate all purchases of uranium from the racist régime of South Africa
until that réqgime ends its illegal occupation of Namibia and abandons apartheid;

12. Calls upon the United Nations Security Council to assume its
responsibilities under the United Nations Charter with regard to the maintenance of
peace and securitvy and to take the necessary measures to deter the racist réqime of
South Africa in accordance with Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter from its
breaches of and threats to international peace and security;

13. Calls upon the Permanent Members of the United Nations Security Council
in general, and the two super-Powers in particular, to assume their
responsibilities under the Charter with regard to international securitv, and take
effective action to stop South Africa's expanding military and nuclear programmes
and activitiesj

14. Calls for concrete implementation of United Nations General Assembly
resolution 39/151 G on the review of the role of the United Nations in the field of
disarmament, initiated hy a group of African countries and adopted at the
thirtv-ninth session of the General Assemblv hv consensus, as a matter of highest
priority;

15. Calls for the strengthening of the capacity of the United Nations for
effective action in the field of disarmament, which, inter alia, should enable the
world organization to render adequate assistance and co-operation with reqional
orqanizations especially OAU in the fields of security, disarmament and development;

16, Supports the convening, in 1986, of an International Conference on the
Relationship between Disarmament and Development, as agreed to by the United
Nations General Assembly in its resolution 39/160)

17. Recommends to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Orqanization of African Unity to designate 15 Auqust, the date of the adoption of
the Lomé Declaration on Security, Disarmament and Development in Africa, as an
African Day of Peace and Disarmament,



