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Letter dated 14 October 1985 from the Permanent RepreRcntativc of 
To90 to the United Nations addreeaed to the Secretary-General 

On fnetructione from my Government, I have the honour to reaueet vou to 
rrranqe for the document entitled "Declaration and Proqramme of Action", adopted at 
the Ministerial Regional Conference on Security, Disarmament and Development in 
Africa, held at Lcmb (Toqo) from 13 to 16 Auquat 1985, to he circulated as an 
official document of the General Aseemblv, under aqenda items 25, 30, 34, 35, 48, 
59, 61, 62, 68 and 69, and of the Security Council. 

(S iqned 1 Kwam KOIJASSI 
Ambaeeador 

Permanent Representative 

85-28851 1621n (E) / . . . 
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ANNEX 

Reqional Conference on Security, Diearmament and Development in Africa 

LoIni Declaration and Programme of Action 

In accordance with resolution AHG/Rem.l26 (XX) and AHG/ReB.l38 (XXI) adopted 
bv the Heads of State and Government of the Orqanization of African Unity (OAU) at 
their twentieth ABBtMhly, in 1984, and their twenty-firet ABBemhly, in 1985, 
respectively, and takinq into account United NationB General ABBBmhly reeolution 
37/100 F on reqional disarmament Bnd 39/63 J on the World Diearmament Campaiqn, a 
ministerial resional Conference on Security, Dirarmament and Mvelopment in Africa 
waB convened in Lomb, Toqo, from 13 to 16 AuquBt 1985 by the Orqanization of 
African Unity in co-operation with the United Nation8 Department for Disarmament 

Affairs and the United Nationm Inetitute for Diearmament Rerearch. After havinq 
thorouqhly coneidered the irmuea of Becurity, diearmament and development in 
Africa, the Conference adopt8 the followinq: 

A. km& Declaration on Securitv, Dirarmament and Development in Africa1 and 

B. Proaramfrm of Action for Peace, Security and Co-a!wration in Africa. 

A. LWE DECLARATION ON SECURITY, DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
IN AFRICA 

1. The Conference recoqnicem the clore interrelationrhip and interdependence 
between the ohjectivem of l ecurity, diearmament and development, not only in Africa 
hut world-wide, and l xpremBeB its conviction that their realization ir errential 
for durable peace and security everywhere in the world. 

2. The Conference COnBiderB pemce and mecurity am the hiqhemt priority objective 
of independent African Stater and the foundation for mocio-economic development. 
The Conference affirmr itm conviction in the leqitimate riqht of every State to 
eecurity and Belf-defence and mtrerrem the poeition that the proqresmive reduction 
of arms murt he to enhance peace and security throuqh the minimum level of 
armamente and armed forcer. 

3. The Conference Btrerses that the Concept of Becurity in the reqion mumt 90 
beyond military Becurity and the prevention of armed conflictr to encomparr a 
Bustained commitment by Stater of the reqion to African, national, hi lateral and 
multilateral prwrammee of mocio-economic developnant, justice, eauity and human 
diqnity. 

4. The objective of diearmament efforts in the reqion mhould take into account 
existinq realities in other reqions and avoid placina Africa in a real or perceived 
Dermanent security dieadvantaqe. There should he a collaborative effort that 
eliminates inter-State arms empetition in the reqion, foetere the peaceful 
settlement Of diBpUteB and enhBnceB a United auoroach in dealinQ with threate t0 

the reqion’s peace and Becuritv. 
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5. The Conference rccoqnizes that Africa’s militarv exDenditurcs are relstivclv 
low compared to those of other reqioncr of the world, takinq into consideration 
particularlv the multiole threats and the permanent aqqression of the racist South 
African r&qime. At the same time the Conterence takes note that vie-i-vie the 

current eituation, securitv requirements of African States impoac extremelv heavv 

burdens at the detriment of the social and economic devcloDment of African States. 

6. The Conference considers that an improved international climate, esoeciallv in 
the relat ione amonq the maior Powers, in particular the two super-Powers, aa well 
as in the relations hetween North and South, would enhance the ProsDects for 

securitv, disarmament and development in Africa, and the world as s whole. The 
Conference takes note of recent siqns towards relaxation of tension in qreat wwer 
relet ions, (18 reflected in the seeminqlv wideninq scope of contacts and 
neqotiations hetween tha two super-Powers. The Conference however, calls tar a 
more BUstained DrCJCQss Of nt?qOtiSt ions amonq the major PDWQrB, SSpSCiSllv hQt.wQen 

the two suDcr-Powers, in the disarmament field sines the continued wnseseion of 
nuclear weapons and the continuinq nuclear and conventional arms race constitute a 
constant destahilizinq factor for all reqions and the areatest danaer to humirn 
survival. 

7, The Conference, reCWanisinq the univcrsalitv of the ohlectiveu of srcuritv, 

disarmament and develoDment , emohaeizex thQ uraenr!V snd indinpcnftahilitv ot 
international co-operation in efforts toward their attainment. In this 

connect ion, the Conference believes that deepite inadequate Droqress, the United 
Nations remains the aDproDriate forum tor qlohal common endeavours towards a new 
world orrler free trom war and want, more lust and equitable, and hence, more 
Descef lJ1, 

8. The Conference, at the same time, under1 tncs the importance of reaional 
efforts at Deacc-keeoinq and contlict resolution smonq States in accordance with 
the principles of the OAU Charter. Such efforts aimed at huilrlinq confidence, 
Dromotinq friendlv relations and co-operation and findina solutions to local 
diBD\JteB amonq the States of thQ reqions concern4 can Dlav a vital role in 

enhancinq the ohjectivee of securitv, disarmament and development in the reaion. 

9. The Conference considers that closer co-oocration between the United Nations 
and reqional and interreaional orqaniaations will allow for more effective 
utilization of the wirie international experience, CaDshi lit ieB and rQB0UrCQB Ot thQ 

United Nations to the service of reqional ettorts. In this connectton, the 
Conferdnce welcomes the existina co-ooeration hetween the United Nations and the 
Oraanixation of Afriran Unitv and attaches mlrch imDrirtsnce to the c0ntinrJirV.J 

exoansion of such co-cl rat ion to cover also sctivit lee and DroOrammQfl in 
securitv-related fields. 

10. The ConfQrQncQ reaffirms that Africa is currentlv confronted hv CI critical 

socio-economic situation which haR tievelooed in Dart hecauso of natural Conriitions 
such ss drouaht, cvclones and desert iticat ion anti is heina aaaravaterl hv condit Inns 

and instances of instahilitv and conflict in the reaion. while takina note with 

appreciation and commendlna Qftorts tieploved hv the OAU tieatls ot State and 
Government and assistance provided reaionallv and from athcr countries and realans 
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as well as int.ernat ions1 oraanitat ions , to alleviate the immediate problem8 of 
famine, the Conference recoqnizes the Primarv resoonsihility of African States for 
long-term rehahilitation and development in the countries concerned and in the 
reqion aa a whole. 

11. The Conference considers that it is the existence of insecuritv that compels 
African Statee to divert their meagre resources to meet the hurdena of militarv 
expenditures for the purpose of maintaining internal stahilitv and the defence of 
their independence, eovereiqntv and territorial inteqritv. 

12. The Conference views the minority apartheid rdqime and its policies in South 
Africa as one of the main causes for ineecuritv, aaqreasion, economic 
destahilization and an arms race in Africa. The rhqime thus threatens regional as 
well aa international peace and security, eepeciallv since achieving a nuclear 
weapon capability, and it continues to expand its overall militarv establishment, 
The Conference expresses its conviction that the elimination of the apartheid 
svstem in South Africa and the attainment of immediate independence hv Namihia in 
accordance with the Dertinent resolutions of the United Nations and the 
Orqanixation of African Unity would areatlv reduce the climate of tension and 
conflict in southern Africa and enhance the prospect8 for disarmament, development, 
securitv and peaceful co-operation throuqhout Africa. 

13. The Conference expreeses deep concern over the active collaboration hetwecn 
the South African racist rkgime, Israel and Eome Western Powers in the 
establishment and continued development of the South African nuclear weapon 
capability. The Conference views such collaboration as worsenina thr alreadv 
exolosive Rituation in the reqion and firmly condemns it. 

14. The Conference emphasizes the imoortance of the need for concrete action to 
promote Peace, securitv and disarmament in Africa with a view to reinforcinq 
durable conditions and structures for inter-African development and co-operation in 
the reqion. The Conference is convinced that declarations on peace, security and 
co-operation and African reqional aareemcnts of non-aqqression and assistance on 
matterm of defence should he supported with more concrete and practical measuren 
without delay and re-activate consideration of the Draft Convention on the 
Denuclearization of Africa or consider an appropriate leqal instrument that would 
define Africa as a nuclear-free zone. 

15. The Conference expresses its firm conviction that only throwh arranqements 
and mechanisms that mitiqate inter-African tensions can the reqion maintain a 
credible and positive role in a world confronted hy the deadly East/West rivalry 
that African States cannot control hut whose outcome could decisivelv affect the 
destinies of African States as well. 

16. AR the Conference has taken place on the fortieth anniversaries of the use of 
the first atomic weapons in Hiroshima and Naqasaki, the end of the Second World War 
and the birth of the United Nations, the Conference views this qatherinq ae an 
eepeciallv solemn and auspicious opportunity for Africa to loin the rest of the 
world in an urgent recommitment and rededication to the Drincioles and objectives 
enshrined hoth in the Charter of the United Nations and the charter of the 
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Orqanization of African Unity. It calln on all Staten to reolace dcrmair with 
hope, to end fear and want , to build htidqcr of friendship, peaceful cocwiatenee 

and co-operation in a world free from nuclear weapona and “to Iave euccecdinq 
qenetatiOnII f mm the acourqe of war”. 

. 

8. PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR PEACE, SECURITY AND 
CO-OPERATION IN AFRICA 

The Conference on Becuritv, Diearmament and Development in Africa, 

Recallinp that the fundamental objective of African Staten mince their 
acctorion to indeoendence har alwave heen the aueat for mace ae a practical cour~c 
of action that uould allow them to devote their entrqies and reBourcea fullv to the 
urqtnt tark of impravinq the well-heino of their peoples, 

Reaffirming the continuinq validity and urqent need for firm recommitment to 
the concrete implementation of the purpoaer of the Orqanieation of Aftican Unitv ae 
provided in article II of the OAU charter, aa follows: 

(a) To promote the unitv and aolidaritv of African Staten1 

(h) To co-ordinate and inteneifv their co-operation anal efforts to achieve a 
better life for the peoDler of Africa1 

(c) To defend their Bovertiqnty, their territorial inteqritv rind indcoendencel 

(d) To eradicate all forma of colonialism from Africa1 and 

(t) To promote international co-oueration, having due rcraard to the Charter 
of the United Nationa and the Univarral Declatation of Human RiqhtR, 

Conriderinq that this first hiah-level rraionsl wlitical aathcrinq on 
securitv, dirsrmament and development in Africa ha8 provided a valuable oowrtunity 
for OAU Member States to reflect collectivtlv on three of the moAt critical ineues 
affeerina Africa’s present and future aepirRtionfI anti RtrrrteaiaR for ~cace and 
DrDqrcel( 

Bearing tn mind it8 L&m4 Declrration on Securitv, Disarmament and DtvtloDment 
in Africa, 

Adopts thir Proqtcrmme of Action tor Peace, Securitv and Cn-or ,,+?ir~n in ntrica 
hv which thP Conference, n9 il watter ot prioritvr 

1. 0~11~ tor a rontinuouft ilnrl RuRt4ineti Drr)CeA@ nt diplol’f!irti~ contact anti 
neaotistion within the framework of OAU towartQ arrivins at politiclallv hindina 
commitment8 foaterinq reqional mace , Aecuritv and co-oocration within the context 
of a fututt Conference on Securitv and Co-oDeration in Africa1 

/ . , . 
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3. Calls urasntlv upon African Staten, indivifiuallv, hilatsrallv, 
ruhrcqionrllv and reqionally, to implement measuren aimed at rcalitina internal and 
inter-state peace, Becuritv , co-oDerat ion and ealidar itv in the reqionr 

3. Calls uoon African States to keeD OAU informed of dccieione or aareementa 
reached hv them hilaterallv or Ruhreqionallv rclatinq to defence or militarv 
co-operation with a view to facilitatins its co-ordinatinq role in reqional 
defence, in accordance with the OAU charter; 

4. Calls for intensified co-orstation with and aesietance from the United 
Natione toward8 the realization of concrete and effective measures initiated hv 
African State6 themselves to ensure peace and security in the reqionl 

5. Calls upon the Secretarv General of OAU, with the aeeietance and 
ca-nrxration of the Secretarv-General of the United Nations and the United Nations 
Institute far Dinarmament Research, to elaborate anrl Buhmit to the 44th OAU Council 
of MtniaterR, concrete prorroAalR which could nerve a8 a hasin for discuftaione and 
neqot iat ions amona Memher Statee on the followins 

(4) Poeeihilitiea and arranaements for defence co-ODerfition Irnd co-ordination 
at the BUhrwiOnal and reqional levels; 

(h) POAAihilitieB anfl arranqcments for the reduction of military expenses hv 
Member Stateo at the Ruhrecrional and reqional 1evelRl 

(Cl Poseihilitiee and arranqementB for preventinq armn tranRferB t0 merCenarV 
farces and other non-oovernmental arouDR in inflcpendcnt African Staterr 

(d) Concrete meafturea for the imlementation of the OAU Declaration of 1964 
on the Dcnuclearixation of Africa and the re-activation of the Draft 
Convention on the Denuclearisation of Africa or the draftinq of an 
aporowiate leaal inatrument that would define Africa ae a 
nuclear-weaDon-free zone. 

6. Cslla upon the Secretsrv-General of the UniterI Nationf! to create a~ soon 
aB WBRihle a United Nations CeqiOnal centre in Africa tar Deace and disarmament, 
in accordance with United Nations General ABBemhlV reeolution 39/63 J which 
enviclaqes the establishment of a reqional oraan under the World Dinarmament 
Campaiqn Programme of the United Nations and OAU reeolution AHG/ReB.l38 (XXI) of 

the Aeaemhlv of Heade of State and Government of the Oraanixation of African Unitv 
reoueetinq that Buch a centre be eBtahliBhed in Africa! 

7. Welcomee with aooreciation the offer of the Government of Toqo to host 
the proposed United Natione reqional centre for peace and diearmament and to 
provide the United Nationa at no CoBt with office space for the centre1 

8. StreBnPB the utmoet imoortance for the Dropoeed centre to nerve ata a 
focal ooint for promotino co-ordination and harmonization of research, Btudv, 
documentation and information activities in the interrelated fielde of peace, 
security, diearmament and development, in co-operation with the institutions of the 
United NationR especiallv the United Nations InBtitute for Traininq and ReBCarch, 
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the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research and the United Nations 
University; 

9. Calls upon African ecientiats, researchers and inetitut ions to submit to 
the OAU Aseemhly of Heads of State ano Government throuqh the OAU Secretary General 
within one year, views and euqaestions on the possible establishment of a 
suhreqional or reqionel programme for nuclear research for peaceful ourposes in 
Africa? 

10. Calls upon all States, the International Atomic Enerqy Aqency (IAEA) and 
other agencies or institutions in all State8 to terminate any form of collaboration 
with the racist r&eime of South Africa in the nuclear field until that rdsime opens 
UD all its nuclear facilities to IAEA safeauarde and inspections and abandons its 

policies of aqqression, internal oppression and apartheid1 

11. Calls upon all States, institutions and the international community as a 
whole to terminate all purchases of uranium from the racist raqime of South Africa 
until that rbqime end8 its illeqal occupation of Namibia and abandons apartheid1 

12. Calls upon the United Nations Security Council to assume its 
res~neihilitiee under the United Nation8 Charter with regard to the maintenance Of 
peace and security and to take the neceeeary measures to deter the racist reqime of 
South Africa in accordance with Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter from its 
breaches of and threats to international peace and securityi 

13. Calls upon the Permanent Members of the United Nations Security Council 
in qeneral, and the two super-Powers in particular, to assume their 
responsibilities under the Charter with regard to international securitv, and take 
effective action to stop South Africa’s expandinq military and nuclear proqrammee 
and activities) 

14. Calls for concrete implementation of United Nations General Assembly 
rerolution 39/151 G on the review of the role of the United Nations in the field Of 
diearmament, initiated hy a qroup of African countries and adopted at the 
thirtv-ninth session of the General Assemhlv hv consensus , as a matter of hiqhest 
pr ior ity I 

15. Calls for the strenqtheninq of the capacity of the United Nations for 
effective action in the field of disarmament, which, inter alia, should enahle the 
world orqanization to render adequate assistance and co-operation with reqional 
orqanizatione especially OAU in the fields of aecur itv, disarmament and developmentl 

16. Support8 the conveninq, in 1986, of an International Conference on the 
Relat ionehip between Disarmament and Development , as aqreed to hy the united 
Nations General Assembly in its resolution 39/160) 

17. Recommende to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the 
Orqanization of African Unity to desiqnate 15 Auqust , the date of the adoption of 
the mrnb Declaration on Security, Disarmament and Development in Africa, as an 
African Day of Peace and Disarmament. 


