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New York, 15 September 1958

8ir,

The USSR delegation, on the insturctions of the Government of the Union
‘of Soviet Socialist Republice, submite the followlng gquestion for inclusion
in the agends of the thirteenth session of the CGenerel Assembly as an item
of an important end urgent character:

"The discontinuence of atomic and hydrogen weapons tests”.

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, I abttach an
explensbory memorandum on this question.

I have the honour to be; etc.

(Signed) A. GROMYKO
Chairman of the Delegatlion of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
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EXPIANATORY MEMORANDUM

The Soviet delegation, on the instructions of the Govermment of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Reppublics, proposes that the General Assembly should consider,
as an item of an important and urgent character, the guestion of "The discontinus
of atomic and hydrogen weapons tests".

The following factors make it urgently necessary to solve this problem:

Firstly, the cdntinuation of atomic and hydrogen bomb tests intensifies the
atomic srms race and contributes to the creation of even more destructive types
of nuclear weapons, thereby increasing the danger of am outbreak of atomic war.

Secondiy, each new nuclear explosion results in the formation of & large
quantity of radioactive products, vwhich poison the atmosphere, the soll, and the
sees and oceans. If atomic and bydrogen weapons tests are not brought to an end,
fhe danger of atomic redistion, which already threetens the life and health of
many millions of people today, will become even more seriocus in the future. As
everyone knows, the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic
Radlation recently drew attention to this denger. The members of this Committee,
prominent'scientists appointed by the Govermmemts of fifteen countries, came to
the conelusion that the continustion of nuclesr tests "involves new and largely
unknown hezards to present and future populations". It is the duty of the
General Assembly to take this warning by the scientists most seriously.

Thirdly, now that the conference of experis at Gemeva hes arrived at the
unanimous opinion that it is possible to esteblish an effective system for
controlling the cbservance of an agreement on geperal discontinuance of nuclear
tests, no further delsy in the sclutlion of this important problem can be
tolerated.

Since 1955, the Soviet Govermment has besn proposing that an agreement showl
be reached on the lmrediate discontinuance of atomic and hydrogen weapons teéts,

Desiring to make & practical start towards a general discontinuance of nucle
tests, the Soviet Govermnment decided upon a unilateral discontinuance by the
Soviet Union of the testing of sll types of stomie and bhydrogen weapons and celle
upon the United States of America:and the United Kingdom to follow that example.
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This step by the Soviet Union created favourable conditlons for the immediate
discontinuance of atomic and hydrogen weepons bests by all States. However, the
United States and United Kingdom QGovernments, far from following the example of
the Soviet Union, replied to this Soviet initiative with an unprecedentedly
intensive series of test explosions of nuclear weapons which they have continued
to conduct up to the present time. These actionse demonstrete that the United States
and United Kingdom Govermments are trying to meke use of the Soviet Union's
discontinuance of muclear tests in order to obtein militery advantages for
themselves - a fact which the Soviet Govermment, prompted by considerations of USSR
security, naturally cennot disregard.

The Soviet Govermment considers that it is the duby of the United Nations to
- take all necessary stepe to achieve a positive solution for all time of the
problem of a general discomtinuance of atomic and hydrogen weepons tests. This
lg especially necéssary as it 1s evident from the statements of the United States
and United Kingdom Govermments of 22 August thet those Govermments are conmbinuing
to delay the solution of the problem of & disconbinuesnce of atomic and hydrogen
weapons testﬁ by attaching to that problem a series of conditions which are
impossible of fulfilment because of the position taken by the Wéstern Powers
themselves. The United States and United Kingdom Govermments, by their
unwillingness to take into account the unenimous demend of the peoples for an end
to nuclear weapons'tests, assume full responsibility for the continuation of tests
and for the baleful consequences which those tests may have for mankind.

The coﬁsideration and positive solution of this problem by the General Asgembly
would have a salutary effect on the entire intérnation&l etmosphere, would
constitute the first important step towards the complete prohibitlon of atomic
and hydrogen weapons, and would creste favourable conditions for the solution of
other important disarmement prcblems.

The Soviet Government considers that the question of the discontinuance of
atomic and bydrogen wespons tests should be separated\from the generel disarmement
programme end resolved independently and at once, and that it should not be linked
with other disarmement problems on which substantial differences exist among the
States. Such an approach to the sclution of this problem is the one which

corresponds to the interests of peace.





