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I. INTRODUCTION

I. At its thirty-eigbth ses€ion, the ceneral Assembly adoPted resolulion 38,/188 J

of 20 Decenber 1983. In ParagraPh I of the resolution the Assembly invited lhe
sPecialized agencies and ;the; oiganizatione and Programnes of the United Nalions
systen to broaden further their contributlon, withln their areas of conpebence ' to
Ehe cause of arrns linitation and disarnanent.

2. Pursuant to paragraph 3 of lhe resolutionr infornation recelved on acLivibies
carried out by the speci;Iizeal agencie3 and other organizations and. programrnes of
the united Naiions systen ia submlttea herewith. Retevant information ls also
given in the reporta of the secretary-General on the tlorld Disarmament camPaign
(A/39/4921 and Disarmamen! week (A/39/4931

II. CONTRIBUTION OF rItE SPECIAI,IZED AGENCIES

A. Internalional r,abour organlsation

3. In addition to the publicatlons referred to in lhe secretary-General I s report
on Disarnament hleek, the IIJo Programrne and Bu'tget for 1984-1985 has all'ocated
resources for carrying out ttto studies. The subjects of lhese studies and a

I questionnaire circirtaied by ILo tn this connection are described in the report of
7 ihe secretary-ceneral on the norld Disarrnament Campalgn (A/39/4921 .

4. rLo also Plans to publish ln its International Labour Review four articles ln
1984: 'rEmployment effects of dlsarnament on iisearctr and develoPment Personnelr by

Klaus EngeLhardtt German Democratic RePublic t nEnplolrment effects of disarmament ln
the united statesn by Emma Rotbschild' unlteat states of Anerlcat trTrade unions and

disarmament" by Reijo Lindloos, Finlandt and rThe enPloynent effects of disarmament
in the UssRs by Alexande! Efrernov, USSR.tr Earlier Publications of the
International Labour Review are deqcribed in the Secrelar y-General r s rePorl on

5. fihlle the Food and Agriculture organizatlon of the united Nations has no

specific nandate in Ehe area of disarmament, the organization is increasingly
concerned by the dire effecls brougnt about by the Prevailing arns race' Its
concern is all the greacer as it risults ln an ever increasing diversion of
financial resources to nilitary rather lhan to social developnent' uhile at the
same tifle the desperate needs of individual human beings lackinq the minimurr food
requirements contlnue to renain unnet. Thua, besides bringing rellef to the
victims of wars and distutbances in the fulfilment of ies nandate in the food and

agriculture sector, FAO continued to contribuce to the cause of arms Iinitation and

disarmanen! called for by General Assembly resolution 38,/188 J'

)

Disarrnament lteek.
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6. rn ttris conneclion, FAo reports that in the nessage issued on tbe occasion of
DisarrnarnenE t'{eek, stalting 24 October 1983r the organizaeion appealed once again to
the leaders of natlons finatly Eo acknowledge and recognize ttre righls of people to
Life and to food, thereby putting into practice lhe principles embodied ln lhe
Charler of the Unlted Nationa and in Ehe Constitueion of FAO.

7. Other activlties of FAO are reporCed in the report of the Secretary-ceneral on
Dlsarmanent vteek lA/39 / 493t .

8. In addition, FAo conlributed, as lt had done in the past, to the 1983 edition
o! the United Nalions DlsarmamenE Yearbook aeries, and rraE represenEed at the
neeting ed Nationa system called by the
DepartnenL of Disarnament Affairs, which was held in New York on I0 and
1l April 1984.

9. The organization witl continue to report to its governing bodies on such maJor
disarnament issues as the preparations for and the results of lhe special sessionsof the General Assenbly devoted to disarnanent.

C. United Nations Educational, Sclentiflc and Cultural Organlzation

I0. Relevant account of UNESCOTs recent activltles in the field of disarnanen! and
an outline of activitles planned wi.Ehin the frameuork of the approved progranne and
budget for 1984-1985 is also contalned in the reports of the secretary-ceneral on
the world Di.sarnanenr Carnpai,gn (A/39/492) and Disarmanent $eek (A/39/493,r.

UNESCO actlvities in the field of diEarmanent

11. I! should be recalled first of all that, generally speaking, the activities of
UNESCO in the f iel-d of disarmament are founded ln lts Constitutlon, whlch assigned
to the organization the lask of constructing the defences of peace ln the minds of
nen and rrof advancing, lhrough lhe educational and scientific and cultural
rel-ations ot the peoples of the rrorlal, fhe objectives of international peace and of
the comnon welfale of mankind for which the United Nations Organization lras
eslablished and which its charter proclains'.

L2. UNESCO also drards its authorit,y in lhis field frorn requests addressed to it by
the united Nations ceneral Assembly, cohcerning which the ceneral conference and
the Execut.j.ve Board have adopted regolut,lons and decisions respectively.

13. At, its trdenty-second session, lhe ceneral Conference aatopted resoultion 20
entitled nRole of UNESCO in generatlng a clinaEe of public opinion conducive to the
harting of tbe arms race and the transition to dlsarnamentn. rn this resolution
the General Conference reealled nresotution€ 34/83 L ana 37/78 D adopted by the
General- Assembry of the untted Nati.ons at it6 thirty-fourth anal thlrty-seventh
sessions, in which lt lnvited relevant speciatlzed agencies of the United Natlonsgystem to intenslfy activitles, within their areas of competence, to disseninate
informatlon on the conseguences of the arns faced, and Che ceneral Conference
invited the Director <eneral ' i.nter alla, "(a) to take the necessary gleps to give
effecc to the relevant resolutionE af the united Nations ceneral As-ernbly which
concern disarnament and fall lrithin UNESCOTs spheres of competence".

I

I
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14. At lts one hundred anal fifteentb session, the ExecuEive Boar'l adoPted
decision 115 Ex/?.1-.1' in Ythlch it reaffirned nita convlction thal UNESCo has an

irrrpor tant role to play $ithin the Unitecl Nations system in the Pronotsion of
digarmament through research, education, information, cottmunication and culture"
rn the same deci6ion' the Executlve Board invited the Director-General "to ensure
that IrNEsco ' in the context of the implementatlon in 1983 of the proqratme and

budget fo! the current trlennlum tz:. i/Sl and of whaEever proglame nay be adopled

in ihe medium-term plan (1984-1989), wlll contlnue activllies in the field of
disarnament education and rnake, in co-oPeration with the Unlled Nations centre for
DLsarmanent' a sPecific contribution to che tlorl'l Disarnament CanPaign' bearing in
mind, inler alia, the reference in the Director-General I s address Eo the twelfth
special session to trre speclal threat of a nuclear confLagration and the dangers of
chenical and biological YteaPons".

15. The activltles of ttNEsCo undertaken in accordance with the above-nentioned
provisions have been concerned rrith researchr Publications antl lraining'

Research and publicatlons

16. A uork has been Published on obstacles to disarmanent and v'ays of owercorning

ttrem. Thig study alea].s rnalnly nith the technical revolution and its lnfluence on

disarmament. prospects. It al;o highlightsE the thene suggested in Paragraph
4 (a) (i) of General conference resolution 20 C/LL'L' nthe relatlonshiP betneen

socio-economic deveroPment and lhe Solution of Problerns connected with efforts to
halt and reverse lhe arms ldc€r dlld the promotion of the tranEition to disarrnanent" '

L7. other research projects and publlcations are describeal in the
secretary-General ' s report on Disarmament week (A,/39/493) '

Meetings and training

18. As part of lts contribution to the wor lat Disarmament CamPaign launched by the

united Natlons General Assenbly on 7 June 1982, UNESCO Organized an international
symposlurn on the ne s rnedia and digarnanent at Nairobi, fron l8 to 22 APril 1983'

This symposlun nas attendeal by 12 research scholars and journalistst t/'ho took part
in a p€rsonal capacity.

Ig. The Intergovernnental Conference on Educatlon for rnternational underatanding t

Co-operation anal Peace and Education Relating to Hunan Rights and Fundanental
Freedons, with a vien to DeveloPing a cllmate of oPinlon Favourable to the
strengthening of securlty ana pisairnarnent, helcl at UNEsco headquarters in Parls
tton 7z to 20 April 1983; aalopted a serles of r ecornmendatlons nith a view Eo

achieving the objecttves of the 1974 RecoNnendations on llCucatlon for International
undersEa;ding 1 co-operation and Peace and Education relacing to Hunan Rights and

Fundaftental Freedoms adoPted at lhe elghreenth session of the General Conference'
thus reflecting a new avtareneaa of the role of educatlon in this field'

20 . The lntergovernmental Conference recomrnended ' g']!9fl13' tha: 
. 
lhe

DirecEor4eneral norganize an international consultation of specialists in the
gOCial and educational sciencesr infornalion and cornnunicatlon, to exanine ways of
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inProving r a! the level of higher education, educacional actlon and research making
it Possible to provide students wlth the necessary knowledge of the problems of
Peace, human rights and the rights of peoples and the neans of aafeguarding then,
examine in greater depth, in studies undertaken in the field of educalion for peace
and dlsarnament, with the aeslatance of conpetent eclentific institulions, the
relationship betrreen human rights and the righgs of peoples, on the one hand, andlnternational peace, on the other, as sell as the relationship between disarmament
and developnengt,' (recomnendation No. I), and 'rsupporE the efforts of Member statesto disseninate in their natlonar languages international instruments useful for
rnternational education, ln particular experience relaEing to the problems of
international underscandlng, co-operation and peace and of disarmament with a viewto finding nore effective solutions to the problems of developnentn (recommendation
No. 2).

2L, By ils reconmendalion No. 15 on the contribution of the nass media in
education for international understandlng, co-operation and peace and educacionrelating !o human rights and fundanental freedonE uith a vlew to developing a
clirnate of opinion favourabre to the atrengEhening of securlty and disarnament, thelntergovernnental Conference reconnenaled Ehat menber States :

"facilitate lhe oPPortunities of the maas nedia to contr ibule to education for
international under€tanding, co-operation and p6ace, to counler propaganda on
behalf of recourse to war for purposea of expanslon, aggreseion and
dominaEion, and to cornbat racialism, apartheld and hatred anong natlons by
Pronoting knowledgeable public opinionni and 'tto facll.late a free flow and attider and belter balanced disseminatlon of informatlon in order to ensure Ehe
maximun contribution of the mass media in herping to lnform pubrlc opinion andcreating a cllnate favourable to the lnplementation of the principles of the
1974 Recommendatiotl ... ".

22. Other neetings and sirnlnars organlzed by UNESCO are deacribed in Ebe
Secretary-ceneral I s report on Disarmament Week (A/39l493).

UNESCO actlvit.ies concern the t for 1984-1985

23. rn addition to lhe lnformdtion contal.ned is the secretary{eneral s report on
the world Disarmanent canpaign, uNEsco provides the follovrlng infornation on itsplanned ac tivi t ies:

(a) Mul tld i'c ipr inary studies on the nost tmportant factors in the arrns race
and the consequences of the arrns race for regionar and international conflictsi

(b) Research on the theoretical anat practlcal aspects of the concept ofsecurity by disarmament i

(c) study on the consequences of the arns race ln tNEsCOrs flelds of
conPerence i

(

I
{d) Regearch on the links betneen peace, digarnamenE and developtlenti
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(e! InPlemencatlon of the I9?4 Reconnendation and folloH-up to the 1983
Inte!governrnental Conf erence,

(f) PreParation of a rnethodologlcal guide to digarmarment educalton in
pursuance of decision I05 E/Deci6ion 7.L.2,

(9) PreParatlon of a Publicatlon concernlng teaching of contemporary world
problems on ihe theme of education for Peace r disarmanent and human rights,
des j,gned for teachers t

(h) Activities to promote the extension of education for Peace, diBarnament
and respect for human rights and the rights of peoPles !o higher educationi

(i) Encouragement of co-operation anong educational and other social
institutions, such as Ehe mass media, conduclve to education for peace and
disarrnament,

(j) Encoulagenent of young peoPle to think anal act in suPPorE of peace,
disarmanent and internatlonal secur ity .

D. World ltealth Organizalion

I 24. In addltlon Eo Che lnformatlon glven in the Secretary-General r s rePorts on tbe
I WorIO Disarnameni Campalgn and Disarmanent t{eek $HO draws further attention to the

report on nEffects of nuclear nar on health anal health services", which Che General
Assenbly connends in resolution 381188 .I.

25. As a follon-up of resolution tiHA 36.28 (see para. 27, the D irector-General
established, ln October 1983r a l,lHo lranagement GrouP. In additi'on to the PresenB
and planned work of the Group referred to in the secretary-General ' 6 report on the
y{or ld Disarrnanent Campaign. WHO plans to have regular dissenination of inforrnatlon
on rePorts and artlcles PrePared by the Management GrouP for nidest possible
Publicatlon, foE infornation on the consequences of nuclear Har on health and
health servlces to the general public.

26. Thus, through the wlde publicity already given to the findings in the report
on I'Effects of nuclear war on health and heatth servicesn, and the further
informalion that w111 result from the eork of the Managemeng GrouP, VIHO is, within
its constitutional nandate and responsibilities, actively contributing to a better
understanding of ttre horrors of a nuclear war' and thereby, to ehe cause of arms
Ilmitation and disarnanent.

27. The Thirty-stxth tlorld HeaLth Assembly, at its 13!h Plenary rneeting' on
16 May 1983, atlopteal the follo$lng resolution (wHA36.28) the role of Physicians and
other health workers ln the preaervatlon and pronotlon of peace as the most
significant factoE fot the altainnent of heallh for all:

)
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I
iThe Tbllty-sixbh World Health Asaenbly,

"Bearing in nind the principle laid alown ln the t{HO Constitution wbat the
health of all peoples iE fundamental to the attainment of peace and securltyt

nRecall-lng resolution llHA34.38 on the role of physicians and other health
Itorkers in the preservation and prornotion of peace as the nost significant
factor for ihe attainrnent of health for allt

"Havlng consldered ebe repor! on the effects of nuclear war on health and
health services, prePared by the International Cornrnittee of Experts in !,ledical
sciences and Publlc Health e8tabllshed by the Dlrector<eneral ln confornity
with resolution v{1A34.38t

THAMS the Internatlonal Conrnittee for its reporEt

"2. NOTES ttith grave concern the concluslons of the Conmlttee on the effectsof nuclear yar on health and health services,

ENDORSES the CoffnitCeer a concluslon that it is impossi.ble to prepare
trealth servlces to deal in any systenatic way with a catastrophe resulting
tron nuclear vrarfare, anal that nuclear weapons constitute the greatest
lrunedlate tbreat to the health and welfare of nankindl

URGES Itenber States to give careful- consideration to the conclusiona of (
the repor t t

"5. REoUESTS the Director<eneral:

"(L) to publish the report with aII it8 scientj,fic attachments and to
pteface it rlth thls resolutlonr.

" (2) to ensure that rride publicity is given tO the reportt
i(3) to tranamit the report to the Secretary<eneral of lbe United

Natlons nlth a vien to it.s consideration by the appropriate United
Nationg and other bodles,

RECqqMENDS that the Organization, in co-operation wieh oCher United
Natlons agenci.es, conlinue the rvork of collecting, analysing and regularly
publishing accounts of activitles and further studies on lhe effects of
nuclear lrar on health and bealth services, the HeaIEh Assenbly b€ing kept
Per iodically informed. "

I
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E. Internatlonal Telecorununication Union

28. United Nattons ceneral Assembly resolublon 38/f88 J nas brought to- the

attention of the Aatm j.nistrative council of the union at its rhirty-ninlh session

held at Geneva last Aprrl. For want of adequaEe !ime, the council decided to defer

consideration of the resolution !o its forlielh sessiont to be held in July of
next year.

III. CONTRIBUTION OF OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGR'AMMES IIITHIN

THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

A. United Natlons Headquarters

)

29.TheDepartmentofPolicicalandsecuritycouncilAffairs(PscA),inconpliance
with regolution 38/188 J, has co-operated concretely in various ways, Particularly
in co-ordinabing activities within the framework of the Programtne for the

International Year of Peace Hith those within the r{orld Disarmanent CamPaign as'

for exarnple, seminars and meetings of non-governnenlal organizations' acadenic

institutions, etc.

30. Through ics rePresenlatives, PSCA takes Part in the activities of the

Department tor Dlsarrnanent Affairs in accordance with the recomnendacions nade by

the consultalive comtnitEee on substantive Questions (ccsQ! ' on matlers in the area

of disarmament and develoPment.

3L. In the First contuttee (Political and disarnanent problens) ' PscA follows

closeLy the delj.beratlons on disarmament items, particularly bhose- related to
internatlonal SeCUrity and disarmament and, vJhenever necessary' nakes uge of th€

facls or comnents in lhis area in PreParing speclfic Political analysi's' l"he

DePartment contributes tso the dlss-emination of infornltion on tbe conseguences of

the arns race and dlsarmament'

Outer space

32. under paEagraph 16 of resolution 38,/80 of 15 Decenber 1983' the General

AssemblyplacedthesubjecEof..arnglinitatlonanddisarmanentinouterspace'.on
lhe agenda of che Conmiitee on the ?eaceful uses of outer space during its 1984

session. The outer sPace Affairs Dlvision will be in a Position to reporE on lhe

reault of the conslderation of this item at a later daEe'

Apartheid

33. ror inPlenentation of General Assenbly resoluEions on aparrtlgld' lhe special

Commi.ttee against Apartheial has continued in 1983 !o Promote Public campaigns rn

order to put an end go ;i-ut.iv "ia 
nu.l"ut collaboration with aparthqid souttl

Africa. The culrent prog ramrne of work of the special coNlj-ttee includes the

preparation of rePortsr inter arla, on nuclear and rnilitary colraboration between
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certain Governrnents and south Africa, whlch in some wayg rerate to disarnament.The special' corunittee has also conmissioned recently a study on south Africarsuranrum trade.

34. The Speclal ConmitEee participateat in a hearing on South African
T:_1it1:izat on and agression against neighbouring SEates rrhich was held at Ostotrom 22 to 24 l4arch 1984.

35. FinaIIy, the Codnittee is noH considering holaling a seminar on theinplenentation of a nandatory arms enbargo against South Afrlca.
Security Council

36' Fur thermore ' 
pscA woular like to dravr attencion to the forlolring resolutionsadopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth session on natters rel-ated !odisarnanent for the at.tention of the Securit| Council:

(a) Resolution 38/9 on arn€d rsraeli aggression against the rragi nuclearlnstallatlons and its grave consequinces for the establishedinternationat systern conceanrng lhe peacefur uses of nuclear energy, thenon-prorifera tion of nucrear weapons and international peace and security,
(b) Resorution 3g/?3 on the revievr and imprenentation of lhe concludingDocunent of the Trelfth Special Session of the General Assembly,

(c) Resolution 38lI8I on ix0plernen tation of the DecLararion on the
Denuclear i zation o! Afrlca,

(dl Resorution 38,/182 on prohibition of the deveropnent and nanufacture ofner, types of weapong of mass deslruction and new systems of such greapons.

B, Economic Cotnnisslon for Latin America and lhe Carlbbean

37' ECLAC Bupports the work which is being done by the DeparLment for DisarmamentAtf,airs in Che vitally importarit field of disarmament, anal has atlenpled to brlngrt to public attention through lts information service. EcLAc is devoted primariryto Pronoting the economic and social devel.prnerit of Latin America and thereforeooes not engage ln activities bearing direciry on drsarmanent, EcLAc wrrr bear innind the provisions of resorulion 3g/rgg .l ano wirr provide informatlon regardingits actlvit.ies as apProPr iate.

C, United Natlons Conference on Trade and Development

38' IJNCTAD *ercomes the alecisron by the cenerar Assenbly contained in resorution38//188 J and rooks forward !o making an approFriate contrlbutlon h'ithin its fietdof conpetence to the cause of arms ii.f t."iiorr'"rrd disarmanent, especially in lhef i.eld of trade and econonic aspecEs of disarrnarnenC with rrhich UNCTAD has beendeallng for a number of years. Specifically, T NCTAD proposes the follovring:

(

I
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(a) consideration by the Traale and DeveloPment Board at its twenty-ninlh
session (I0-2I September 1984) of the inclusion of a special item on the "Trade and
Economic Aspects of Disarmanent" in the agenda of a subseguent Board Sessiont

(b) Preparation of studies for lhe special ieen, if aPProved by the Board,
and of, articles on trade and economic aspects of digarrnanent for inclusion in
UNCTAD publications, i.ncluding a subseguent issue of the Trade and Development
Report, UNCTAD Review and other apptopriate documents.

39. UNCTAD is carrying out ils work on trade and economic aspecls of disarnamen!
pursuant to UNCTAD resolulion 44 (III), in which it decided that the Trade and
Developmen! Board should keep the matter under continuous review. In 1982, the
UNCTAD secretaria! prepared a seudy on "Arnanent exPenclitures and disarnament:
general consequences for developnentn, Hhich leas published in the Trade and
Development Report, 198 2.

40. Considerable altention was paid to trade and development asPects of
dlsarmament during the aixth session of UNCTAD, held ats Belgrade frorfl 6 June lo
3 JuIy 1983.

41. The Trade and Developmenc Board, a! its tvtenty-seventh and tvtenty-eighth
sessions. discussed the possibility of including a special itern on lhe trade and
economic aspecLs of disarmanent in the provisional agenda for subgequent sessions.
No aqreemen! was reached and lhe Board, at its twenty-eighth sesson, decided to
defer consideration of the matter until the tvrenty-ninth session.

42. UNCTAD conlinues to participate in a number of conferences, seninars and
meelings of working groups devoted to trade and economic aspects of disarmament.

D. United Nalions lndustrial Developmen! OlganizaEion

43. The acti.vities of ITNIDO are somewhat renoved fron specific progralnmes
connected \dith disarnament but it tries to ensure that any industrial programmes
supported by it do not contribute to the nanufacture of weapons. Ho ever, in
pursuance of the subject resolution, UNIDO is ready to broaden its contrlbutions in
its field of conpetence as savings fron disarnament neasures should be allocated to
developmenE needs.

E- United Nations Environmen! Progralnlne

44. UNEP acrivities are very much j.n ti.ne with the intentions of the resolulion
which enphasizes the links between disarnamen! and developnen! and the inportance
of international co-operatlon in varioug fields, anong lhem environment. for the
achievement of arrns limigation and disarmanent. In lhe Past UNEP responded to
sPecific reguests and regular aclivities in this field have been lnitiated since
1983. Its Governing Council gave UNEP a specific nandate and authorized budqetary
allocalion since approval of the systen-uide rnediur[-tern environnent programme that
is fron the bi.enni.un 1984-1985.
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(
45. The Declaration on lhe Hutnan Envt.ronnent adopted by the United Nations
conference on tbe Hunan Environnent, held at stockhol-m rn ,fune 1972, and endorsedby the ceneral Assenbly, states in principle 2G thatr

rMan and hig envj.ronnenE nust be spared the effects of nuclear neapons
and alL other neans of rnass destruction. states must strive to reach pronpt
agreement, in the relevant lnternational organs, on the elinination and
complete destruction of such weapons. n

46. A brief review of the activicies of UNEP and the relevanE resolutions
constr.tuting the basis of lhese activities are glven belovr.

(a) Effects of weapons on ecosystens

47. The United Nations Conference on Deser tif ication, held in l9?7, adopted
reso.Lution 4 concerning the effect of rreapons of rnaas desEruction on ecosystens.
The resolution was subsequently endorsed by the General Assernbly in its resorut.ion
32/L72. In implementation of the resolutlon, UNEP and the forner United Nations
Centre for Disarrnanent prepared a study on the "Effects of weapons on
ecosystensr. y On the basis of this study, the Secretar y-ceneral presented a
rePort to the General Assembly at its thirly-third session @/33/259, annex Ir).

(b) Remnants of i{ar

48' The probrern of the naterlar remnants of war has been the subject of severar- |
decisi'ons ot the INEP Governing councir and the ceneral Assembry since r9?s.

49. In conpliance rith ceneral Assembly resolutl.on 3436 (xxx) of 9 Decenber 1975
and 31/ul of 16 Decenber L976t the Executive Director of ttNEp submltred a report(A/32/L37, annex), on the problen of the naterial rernnants of wars anal their effect
on the environnent. The General Assenbly, in lts resolution 32/ldg, having taken
note of the report, inter alia, invlted concerned covernments to co-operate in the
matter with the Execut.ive Direclor of UNEP.

50. In pursuance of ceneral Assembly resolution 36/LAg ot 17 Decenber I9Bl, the
secretar y-ceneral subnit.ted a report (A/37/4L5', on the replies received fron ltenberStates on rrays and neans of aolving Che problems of naterial rernnants of war
_i_ncluding the possibility of convening a conference under the auspices of theunited Nations. By resorution 37/2LS of 20 December r9g2, the cenerar Assembry
took note of the report and requested the secretar y-cener al, in co-operacion withthe Execut.ive Director of IrNBp, to prepare a factual study on the problem of
rennants of rrar, particularry mines. rn cornpriance rrith that resolullon, IJNEPsubnitted a report vrhich ras annexed to the report of the secretary-ceneral to the
ceneral Assenbly at irs thirty-eighth session lA/39/?531 .

5l' At its thirty-eighth session, the ceneral Assembly adopled resolution 3el152of 19 Decenber 1983, in rrhich, inter alia, i! tequested the SecreEar y-ceneral, inco-oPeration with the Executlve oLiector or uNEp, to continue !o seek the vlerrg of
States on the recomnendations contained i.n sectlon VIII of the atudv annexed to hisreport. I
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(c) Pernicioua effects of the arms tace on nature

52. At its thirty-fifth session, the ceneral AssembLy adopted resolution 35/8 of
30 oclober 1980 on the hislorical respon8ibility of States fot the preservation of
nature for present and future generations, in which it reguested tbe
secretary-General, wllh the co-operation of INEP, to prepare a rePort on the
pernicious effecls of lhe arms race on nature and to Seek the viewa of States on
pos8ible neasures to be taken at lhe international level for ghe preservation of
nalure. At the thlrty-slxth session of the ceneral Assenbly a Progress rePort rtas
submitted by the Secretary-ceneral (A/36/532 and Corr.I). Tlre Aaaenbly adopted
resolution 36/7 of 27 October 198I, by nhlch it requested the secretary4eneral 'inter aliar !o conplete the preparation of a report containing recotnmendatlons for
lhe adoptlon by States of speclflc obllgailons and measures relatlng to the
protection of natur€ fron the pernicious effects of the arr0s race' and Co the
Iinitation and prohibitlon of the types of military acbivity nhich present the
greates! danger for nature. It also reguested the Secretary-General to subnit that
report to the General Assenbly at its second special Ees6ion devoted to
disarnanent. A summary of the study on the pernicious effecta of the arns race on
nature (A,/S-I2/9, was subnitted to the ceneral Assembly at its twelfth special
session.r the second speclal sesslon devoted to disarmament.

(d) The state of the world envlronrnent

) Ut. The coverning Council of UNEP, at its seventh sesaion ln ltay 1979, lncluded- lhe topic trEnvironnental effects of nilitary activity" in the 1980 slate of the
Enviro nent Report. In pursuance of thls reguest the publication "the State of the
world Environnent! selecled toPics" incluated chapter V on rThe envlrorulental
effects of military activity,,.

54. The INEP report on iThe glor ld Environment L972-1982", prepared rrith the nain
objective of assessing the slate of the worLd environnent decade after the
stockholm Conference on the Buman Envlrontnent, lncludes a chapter 16 on Peace and
security. ?/

(e) Hostile use of environmental nodificacion

55. Ihe coverning Council of UNEP, at its fifth session in l4ay 1977, took note of
the Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other ltostile Use of
Envirorunental Modi.fication Techniques annexed to ceneral Assembly resolution 3Il72
of l0 December 1976 and requested member States to facilitate exchangea of
infornation on the use of environrnental nodification Eechniques for peaceful
purposea (tNEP/GC.I02 (v) ).

56. The Governing Council of UNEP, ab itE eighth ses6ion, adoPted aleclsion 8/7,
section (a) of which is entitled "Provision for co-oPeration betrreen states ln
reacher rnodificationtr. In paragraph t of that decision, the Governing Council
decided, incer alia, that weather nodification should be dedicated to the benefit
oE rnan* rnE-anq rne envrronmenE.

I
)
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57. The issue of environmental moalificatioh techniques is included in the joint
UNEP/Stockholm International, Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) programne of studies
on nilitary activicies and tbe hun0an environnent (see paxa. 62r. A sl.nposium on
Lhe Iegal, technical and policy appraisal of the Convention on the Prohibition of
Military or Any other HosEile use of Environnental ltodification Techniques was held
in co-operation with the United Nations Institute for Disarrnatnent Research (UNIDIR)
in April 1984.

(f) Military activity and lhe environment in the context of the syseem-wide
medium-Cern enviroNnent programne

58. fn its decision g/LO (B), the UNEP Governing Council approved, on a
provisional basis, the struclure and objectives of the systeft-vride nedium-tern
environment prograNne. At the same session the Council, by decision 9/4, requested
the Executive Director to include in his presenlation of the sysCen-nide
medi.um-tern environnent prograrnrne an analysis of the inpac t of the arms race on
nature.

59. AIso at ils ninth sessi.on, lhe coverning Councll of IrNEp approved decision 9/8
on global armamencs spending, which calls upon Governments to 6top the arms race
and, unEil disarmanent is achieved, to allocate at least 0.001 per cent of
arnanenls spending for development projects and the prolecEion of the environment.

60. The coverning Council of lJNEp, neebing in a Session of Special Character in alray 1982' adopted resolution l- which outlines the main envlronmental trends,
problems and priorities to be addressed. It also approved resolution III on arms
and the environment, in which it appealed to Governnents and the world conmunity as
a whole !o do the utmost to halt the arms race and thereby prevent a major threat
to the environment, It Ehen requested the Secretar y-ceneral of lhe Uniled Nalionsto bring the appeal !o the attention of the GeneEal Assembly at its second special
session devoted to disarmament.

61. The structure of Ehe system-wide nediun-ter:n environment prografiune was
approved by Council decision 10,/13 of 31 May 1982, lnctuding chapter XV on the arns
race and the environment (UNEP/GC.10/7 and Corr.l and UNEp/cC.l1l7), which
outlines. inter alj.a, the follolring aceivilies to be inplenented by UNEP in
co-operation rdith other agenciesr preparation of state-of-the-ar ! reporls on
possible effects of nilitary activity on the environment, examination of the issuesof ecologically important areaa in relation to potential damage of rnilitary
activily' analysis of existing treaties in relation to environnental effects of
nilitary activities, study of the use of natural resources for nil-itary activities.,
studies on the inter relationsh ip bettreen military activiLies and lhe environnent.

62. Sone of the above-neneioned activities are part of a joint prograNne of
studies on nilitary activicies and tbe human environnent conducted by UNEP with the
Stockholm Ingernational peace Research InsCieuEe (SIpRi). These incLude the
following subjects: herbicides in wa explosive rennants of warl environmental
inpact of chenical weapons and warfaret environmental warfaret a technical, legal
and policy appraisali oil as a source of international conflict, military aativity -and tbe hunan environment: an annotated bibliography, rnilitary activities and the I
buman environnent: public informaliont activities being considered or in process
of b€ing initiateal.
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(S) Ozone research and Bonitoring

63. UNEP organized a meeting of experts designated by Governnenls,
intergoveEnnental and non-governnental organizatlons at t{ashington, D.C., in
March 1977, which agreed on a World PIan of Actlon on the Ozone lrayer. In
conformity wittr the Plan of Actlon, a Co-ordinating @rnmittee on the Ozone Layer
nas establlghed, composed of representatives of the inlernatlonal agencies and
non-governnental organizalions partlcipating in the implementation of the Plan of
Action, as weLl as representatives of countrles wlth major scientlfic prograrntnes
congributing to it. The Conmittee has net aix tines !o revievr progress made in
lmplementing the PIan of Action, identify deficiencles and make recornnendations for
future 9Jork.

64. UNEP is supporting a Global Ozone Research and Monitoring project meant to
provide advlce to member Slatee, to lhe Unlted Nations and other appropriale
international organizations concerning varlou6 aEpects of atnoapheric ozone.

65. fhe Governing Council of UNEP, ac its ninth session in t'tay l98I' adopted
decision 9/I3, section B of nhich ls entitled trprotection of the Ozone Layer". In
paragraphs I and 2 of that decision, the coverning Council decidedl E!gr_e]!g, to
initiate work on a global frarnework conventlon for the protection of the ozone
Iayer. It further decided !o establtsh an ad hoc rrork lng group of 1e9al and
technical experts which shoulal report, tfrrolg-[-I-ne Executive Director of UNEP, to
the coverning Council on Ehe progress of itE $ork.

66. ThEee seasions of the tlorking croup have been held in 1983 and 1984 for the
purpose of developing a draft frameyrork convention for the protectlon of the ozone
layer .

(h) sources or radiation fron nuclear explosionE

67. The report of the United Nations Scientiflc ComitEee on the EffecEs of Atonlc
Radiation (UNSCEAR) 3/ includes special chaplerg on the effecta of nuclear
explosions. The sane report examines the genetic effects of radiation in the
children of atornlc bomb survivors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

F. United Nations Centre on TEansnational CorporatlonE

68. fhe United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations is in the proc€ss of
conpleting a study entltled "The r6le of transnational corporationE ln tbe
Production and tranafer of arma and nilieary technology", whlch it expectE to issue
as a technicaL paper by the end of 1984 or early 1985.

G. Centre for Science and Technology for Development

69. This Centre is a rather conpact unit whose primary function is to provide
subseantive servicing to the Intergovernnental Cotsnittee on Sclence and Technology
for Development and agslsting the Director4eneral, at the aecretariat level, in
lhe implementation of lhe Vienna Programe of Action.
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70. The Centre would like to discuss any possibilities of effectlvely co-operaling
witb the Department for Disarmanent Affairs in the fiqld of disarnarnent within lhe
Centrers and the Intergoverrunental Conrnittee, a mandate.

Notes

L/ UNEP studies, vol. I. trThe effects of weapons on ecosystemsr, by
J. P. Robinson of the Science Policy Research Unit, University of Suasex, Brighton,
Ehgland. (Published for lhe United Nations Environnent Progranne by Pergamon
Press. )

U The !,rorld Environnent 19?2-1982. A report by Che United Nations
Environment Progralune. Ealited by It. tl. Holdgazte, M. Kassas and G. P. White and
co-ordinated by E. EI-Hinnawl, Tycooly International Dublin 1982.

!/ IoNIZING RADIATIONT Sources and Biological- Effects. UNSCEAR rePort to
the General Assenbly 1982 (Annex E: Exposures resultlng fron nuclear exploslons,
Annex I: cenetic Effects of Radiation).
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