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I. ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHFR MA1~ERS

A. States parties to the Covenant

1. As at 27 Ju1y 1984, the c10sing date of the twenty-second session of the Human
Rights Committee, there were 80 States parties to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political r,~ghts and 34 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the
Covenant, both adopted by the General Assembly in resolution 2200 A (XXI) of
16 December 1966 and opened for signature and ratification in New York on
19 December 1966. Both instruments entered into force on 23 March 1976 in
accordance with the provisions of their articles 49 and 9 respectively. Also as at
27 July 1984, 16 States had made the declaration envisaged under article 41,
paragraph l, of the Covenant which came into force on 28 March 1979.

2. A list of States parties to the Covenant and to the Cptional Protocol, with an
indication of those which have made t~e declaration under article 41, paragraph l,
of the Covenant is contained in annex l to the present report •

3. Reservations and other declarations have been made by a number of State,
parties in respect of the Covenant or the Optional Protocol. These reaervations
a~d other declarations are set out verbatim in documents of the Committee (CCPR/C/2
and Add. 1-7).

E. Sessions and agendas

4. The Ruman Rights Committee has held three sesp,ions since the adoption of its
last annual report: the twentieth session (465th ta 489th meetings) was he Id at
the United Nations Headquarters, New York, from 26 March to 13 April 1984, and th~

twenty-second session (5l8th to 544th meetigs) was held at the United Nations
Office at Geneva from 24 October to Il Novembe~ 1983, the twenty-first session
(490th to 517th meetings) was held at United Nations Office at Gene'lra from 9 te,
27 July 1984. The agendas of the ses3ions are shown in annex III.

C. Membership and attendance

5. At the 470th meeting (twentieth session), held on 28 October 1984, the
Chairman informed the Committee of the death of Committee member
Mr. Leonte Herdocia Ortega (Nicaragua). Members of the C~mmittee expressed their
sorrow at the vntimely death of Mr. Herdocia Ortega and paid tribute to his
contributions to the work of the Cornmittee and to the promotion of human rights in
genera1.

6. At the sixth meeting of States parties held at United Nations Readquarters,
New York, on 18 November 1983, in accordance with articles 28 to 34 of th~

Covenant, Mrs. Gisèle C5té-Harper (Canada) was elected to fill the vacancy ~reated

by the resignation of Mr. Walter Tarnopolsky.

7. At the seventh meeting of States parties held at United Nations HeadquartE!rS,
New York, on 24 February 1984, in accordance with articles 28 to 34 of the
Covenant, Mr. Alejandro Serrano Caldera (Nicaragua) was elected to fil1 the vacancy
created by the death of Mr. Herdocia Ortega. A 1ist of the members of the
Committee is given in annex II.

-1-
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8. AlI the members attended the twentieth and twenty-second sessions of the
Committee. AlI members, except Mr. Errera and Mr. Movchan, attended the
twenty-first session.

D. Solemn declarations

9. At the opening meetings of the twentieth and twenty-first sessions, before
assuming their functions, Mr. Ndiaye, Mrs. Côté-Harper and Mr. Serrano Caldera,
elected respectively at the fifth, sixth and seventh meetings of the States parties
to the Covenant, made a solemn declaration in accordance with article 38 of the
Covenant.

F. Election of officers

10. At its 5l3th meeting, held on Il April 1984, the Committee e1ectedMr. Opsah1
as its Rapporteur to fi11 the vacancy created by the resignation of
Mr. Tarnopo1sky, which was announced at the end of the nineteenth session. 1/

F. Working groups

Il. In accordance with rule 89 of its provisional rules of procedure, the
Committee established working groups to meet before its twentieth, twenty-first and
twenty-second sessions entrusting them with the task of making recommendations to
the Committee regarding communications under the Optional Protocol.

12. The Working Group of the twentieth session was composed of Messrs. Cooray,
Ermacora, Hanqa and Opsah1. It met at the United Nations Office at Geneva from
17 to 21 OCtober 1983 and e1ected Mr. Hanga 3S its Chairman/Rapporteur. The
Working Group of the twenty-first session was composed of Messrs. Cooray, Ndiaye
and Prado Va11ejo and Sir Vincent Evans. It met at United Nations Headquarters,
New York, from 19 to 23 March 1984. Sir Vincent Evans was e1ected
Chairman/Rapporteur. The Working Group of the twenty-second session
of Mrs. Côté-Harper and Messrs. Dimitrijevic, Graefrath and Ndiaye.
United Nations Office at Geneva from 2 to 6 Ju1y 1984 and e1ected as
Chairman/Rapporteur Mr. Graefrath.

13. Under ru1e 62 of' its provisiona1 ru1es of procedure, the Committee estab1ished
working groups to meet before its twentieth and twenty-first sessions, which were
mandated to make recommendations on the duties and functions of the Committee under
article 40 of the Covenant and re1ated matters. It a1so estab1ished a working
group to meet before the t~enty-second session, which was charged with taking up
the question of second periodic reports in genera1 and considering the second
periodic reports to be examined at that session in accordance with the statement on
the duties of the Human Rights Committee under article 40 of the Covenant.

14. The Working Group of the twentieth session was composed of Messrs. Bouziri,
Movchan, Opsah1 and Herdocia Ortega. It met at the United Nations Office at Geneva
from 17 to 21 OCtober 1983 and e1ected Mr. Bouziri as its Chairman/Rapporteur.

15. The Working Gr.oup of the twenty-first session was tomposed of Messrs. Bouziri,
Graefrath, Opsah1 and Tomuschat. It met at United Nations Headquarters, New York,
from 19 to 23 March 1984 and e1ected Mr. Bouziri as its Chairman/Rapporteur.

-2-
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16. The Working Group of the twenty-second session was composed of Mr. Aguilar,
Sir Vincent Evans, Mr. Movchan and Mr. Opsahl. It met at the united Nations Office
at Geneva from 2 to 6 July 1984 and elected Mr. Aguilar as its Chairman/Rapporteur.

G. Secretariat

17. Under article 36 of the Covenant, the necessary staff and facilities for the
effective performance of the functions of the Cornrnittee are provided by the
Secretary-General. In practice, the Committee is Rerviced by the staff of the
Centre for Human Rights, assisted by several technical services. Within th~

Centre, the Committee secretariat is provided by the International Instruments
Uni~. In addition, the Committee is assisted by staff from the Communications unit
~f the Centre in its work relating to the Optional Protocol to the Covenant. At
the twenty-first session, members of the Committee paid tribute to the valuable
contribution Mr. Anabtawi had made as Secretary of the Committee during its first
seven years. At its twenty-first and twenty-second sessions, the Assistant
Secretary-General for Human Rights assured the Committee of his determination to do
everything within his power to assist the Committee and welcomed the reaction of
members to a number of suggestions for ways and means to facilitate the Committee's
wor~ (see sect. L).

H. Action by the General Assembly on the annual report submitted
by the Committee under article 45 of the Covenant

18. At its 492nd meeting, held on 27 March 1984, the Committee considered this
item in the light of the relevant paragraphs of the summary records of the Third
Oommittee and General Assembly resolutions 38/116 and 38/117 of 16 December 1983.

19. Mernbers of the Cornrnittee expressed gratification over the many encouraging
remarks made about its work within the Third Committee.

20. It was noted that a number of comments and opinions relating to the
Cornrnittee's work were advanced by representatives in the Third Committee. These
included suggestions to simplify the current admissibility procedure under the
Optional Protocol to extend the time-limit for State party responses to
communications to take a more positive approach in following up Cornrnittee decisions
and to improve co-ordination among the bodies that dealt with reports submitted
under various human rights instruments and the suggestion that the Cornrnittee should
question the legitimacy of lengthy states of emerqency. Note was also taken by
members of a number of comments and opinions expressed in the Third Committee
relating, inter alia, to the scope of the Human Riqhts Committee's mandate, the
slow rate of new accessions to the Covenant, the paucity of reports dealt with by
the Committee, the Committee's request for better publicity, the introduction of a
reporting obligation in cases of public emergency and the Committee's reporting
schedule.

21. Members of the Committee commented on the various opinions and suggestions
that were made by representatives in the Third Committee regarding its work.
Several members pointed out that an amendment of the ru les of procedure had been
proposed to the Committee in the interest of streamlining and expediting the
consideration of communications. Sorne members expressed their agreement with the
view that the current two-month period for submission of comments on the

-3-
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admissibility of a complaint was inadequate, particularly in the case of States
with a federal structure. Regarding the follow-up of Committee decisions, several
members noted that States parties had been invited to inform the Committee of their
reaction to its views under article 5 (4) of the Optional Protocol and that
positive responses of three States parties to such views had already been received
and published in the Committee's last annual report. Regarding the matter of
improving co-ordination among human rights bodies it was noted that the problem
relating to the reporting obligations of States parties might not be easy to solve,
given the differences in the procedures under the various instruments in the
periodicity of the various reports, in the guidelines for their preparation and in
the nature of the issues examined. Nevertheless, there should be an organized flow
of information among the various bodies and the hope was expressed that positive
results might be achieved at the meeting of the Chairmen of relevant bodies,
referred to in paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 38/117.

22. Members noted that a wide range of views was expressed by representatives at
the Third Committee concerning the scope of the Human Rights Committee's mandate.
They did not agree that the Human Rights Committee could do anything that was not
prohibited to it under the Covenant. Members of the Committee were generally of
the view that the Committee's mandate was clearly established in the Covenant.
Several members felt that the Committee could but express its opinion on how the
Coveriant should be understood and inform States parties about the collective
concerns of its members with a view to helping them to fulfil their obligations.
Regarding the decline in the rate of new accessions, which members regretted, it
was pointed out that sorne States not yet parties to the Covenant were developing
countries lacking technical personnel and infrastructure and the legislation
necessary to fulfil the obligations flowing from the Covenant. It was suggested
that sorne of these States could be encouraged to become parties if appropriate
assistance were provided to them. The need for addressing in any promotional
activities the special sensitivities of newly independent States concerning
sovereignty was also stressed. In connection with the concern expressed about the
low number of State party reports considered by the Committee, it was noted that
although the Committee did not have a large backlog of reports it would soon be
receiving an increasing number of second periodic reports and should aim at
e7.<amining reports at a higher rate.

23. The Committee noted with appreciation paragraph 13 of General Assembly
resolution 33/116, in which the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to
continue to take all possible steps to ensure that the Centre for Human Rights of
the Secretariat was able to assist effectively the Human Rights Committee and the
Economie and Social Council in the implementation of their respective functions
under the International Covenants on Human Rights, taking into account General
Assembly resolutions 3534 (XXX) of 17 December 1975 and 31/93 of 14 December 1976.

1. Inclusion of Arabie among the official and working
languages of the Human Rights Committee

24. The Committee expressed special appreciation regarding the adoption by the
General Assembly of resolution 38/115 of 16 December 1983, in which the Assembly
authorized, inter alia, the provision of Arabie language services required for
meetings of the Human Rights Committee. The decision of the General Assembly was
implemented by the Secretary-General as from the Committee's twenty-first session.
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J. Question of the transmission of the Committee's
annual report to the General Assembly through the
Economic and Social Council

25. In connection with Economic and Social Council decision 1983/101 of
4 February 1983, in which the Council invited the Committee to consider the
possibility of rescheduling its meetings, on the basis of further consultation, the
Council, in its resolution 1984/2 of 8 May 1984, decided to request the President
of the Counci1 to continue further his consultations with the Chairman of the Human
Rights Committee and to report thereon to the Council at its organizational session
for 1984. Such consultations took place during the twenty-f~r~t and twenty-second
sessions of the Committee.

K. Question of publicity for the Covenant
and for the work of the Committee

26. Members of the Committee have constantly emphasized the need for more
publicity to be given bath to the text of the Covenant itself (together with the
Optlonal Protocol) and to the work of the Committee in promoting the due observance
and enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in the Covenant.

27. It is important that the text of the Covenant should be available not only in
the working languages of the United Nations but in the official languages, and so
far as possible other native languages of the States parties. To assist with this
process the Centre for Human Rights is compi1ing a collection of different language
texts.

28. The point is also frequently made in the course of the examination of States'
reports that every State party should take steps to bring the Covenant to the
attention of the administrative and judicial authorities so that they are aware of
the obligations that the State has assumed under it (see general comment 3/13).

29. An admirable example of ways in which knowledge and understanding of human
rights can be promoted was an all-island poster competition for schoo1-children
organized by the Sri Lanka Human Rights Centre with the objective of fostering
humanitarian attitudes of mutual respect and to1erance and of creating greater
awareness of the articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Arrangements were made in co-operation with the Governme•• ~ of Sri Lanka to have the
chi1dren's posters, illustrative of human rights, exhibited at the United Nations
Office at Geneva whi1e the Committee was examining the report of Sri Lanka (see
paras. 95-135).

30. In his statements to the Committee at the opening of its twenty-first and
twenty-second sessions, the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights stressed
the importance of improving publicity for the work of the Committee. He referred
to the fact that this had been a matter of continuing concern to the Committee with
a view to ensuring the maximum effectiveness of its function to promete human
~i9hts in accordance with the Covenant. The Secretary-General had prepared a
comprehensive report on promotional activities in the field of human rights
(E/CN.4/l984/23) for the current biennium which also made projections and contained
suggestions for the next biennium. He also pointed out that bath the 1eaflet
entit1ed "Universa1 Declaration of Human Rights" and the book1et entit1ed
"International Bill of Human Rights" were to be reprinted for use by
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non-governmental organizations, journalists, schools and the general public during
the current biennium.

31. In this connection the General Assembly, in its resolution 38/116, urged that
arrangements for the publication in bound volumes of the Committee's official
public records should be expedited. The Assistant Secretary-General for Human
Rights has since assured the Committee that the publication of its records covering
the first two years, namely 1977 and 1978, is weIl under way and that within the
next biennial budqet additiollal resources would be requested in order to catch up
with the publication of the outstanding volumes as soon as possible. The
publication of a volume of selected decisions under the Optional Protocol will also
be completed in 1984.

32. In addition, the Centre for Human Rights has arranged for the general comments
adopted by the Committee under article 40, paragraph 4, of the Covenant
(CCPR/C/21 and Add. 1-2) to he issued in a consolidated version and to be brought
to the attention of aIl other human rights organs which it services. The Committee
was informed that the Centre intended to continue that practice in the future.

33. The Information Service of the United Nations both in New York and Geneva
issue press releases during the Committee's sessions. The Bureau of the Committee
met on 25 July 1984 with the Director of the Information Servic~ at the United
Nations Office at Geneva and discussed ways of ensuring better publicity for the
work of the Committee. The Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights was also
present and the Committee was informed about the meeting by the Chairman. The
Committee appreciates the assistance of the Service in disseminating information
about its proceedings.

34. The Committee is also aware that a number of non-governmental organizations
give valuable publicity to its work in their journals and communiqués.

35. At its twentieth session, the Committee agreed to a request from an
indepen~ent television company to be permitted to film sorne of the Committee's
proceedings with a view to their inclusion in a documentary programme on human
rights.

L. Miscellaneous

36. In his statement to the Committee at its twenty-first session, the Assistant
Secretary-General for Human Rights informed the Committee that the Centre for Human
Rights was considering the possibility of assisting the Committee in various new
ways; in particular in preparing general comments under article 40 of the Covenant,
examining reports by States parties and listing outstanding issues from previous
reports, maintaining a bibliography, assembling and analysing the travaux
préparatoires of the Covenant and the Optional Protocol and performing various
other services. The Committee welcomed these suggestions (CCPRiC/SR.490).

37. The question of more appropriate meeting rooms for the Committee at
Headquarters in New York has been raised several times (CCPR/C/SR.489 and SR.5l7),
with emphasis being placed by the Committee on the need to facilitate attendance by
the public. It has also been observed that those Committee meetings which under
the rules of procedure are to be public have in fact not been accessible to the
public foc reasons of security (CC~R/C/SR.499). Furthermore, publicity concerning
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the programme of work has not been sufficient to facilitate the attendance of
interested members of the public and non-governmental organizations. The
Secretariat has made the Committee aware of certain difficulties regarding the
above matters. The Committee, nevertheless, has expressed the hope that these
difficulties would be overcome in the future.

38. In the previc~s year the Committee also took up the question of technical
assistance to States parties. 11 At the twenty-first session, the Assistant
Secretary-General for Human Rights, referring to the slow rate of new accessions,
stated L~at the Centre for Human Rights was prepared to explore the possibilities
of providing technical assistance to States that needed it in order to accelerate
the procedure before acceding to the Covenant. He also inf.ormed the Committee that
it might be possible to use the programme of advisory services to assist States
parties in performing their obligations under the Covenant by providing training
courses and fellowships to persons who drafted reports.
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M. Future meetings of the Committee

39. At its twenty-first session, the Committee confirmed its calendar of meetings
for 1985 and 1986, as follows: twenty-fourth session to be held at United Nations
Headquarters from 25 March to 12 April 1985, twenty-fifth session at the United
Nations Office at Geneva from 8 to 26 July 1985, twenty-sixth session at Geneva
from 21 OCtober to 8 November 1985, twenty-seventh session at United Nations
Headquarters from 24 March to Il April 1986, the twenty-eighth session at United
Nations Office at Geneva from 7 to 25 July 1986 and twenty-ninth session'at Geneva
from 20 OCtober to 7 November 1986, and that in each case the working groups would
meet during the week preceding the opening of each session.

N. Adoption of the report

40. At its 542nd, 543rd and 544th meetings, held on 26 and 27 July 1984, the
Committee considered the draft of its eighth annual report covering the activities
of the OOmmittee at its twentieth, twenty-first and twenty-second sessions, held in
1983 and 1984. The report, as amended in the course of the discussions, was
unanimously adopted by the Committee.
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II. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES PARTIES
UNDER ARTICLE 40 OF THE COVENANT

A. Submission of reports

41. States parties have undertaken to submit reports in accordance with article 40
of the Covenant within one year of the entry into force of the Covenant for the
States parties concerned and thereafter whenever the Committee so requests. In
order to assist States parties in submitting the reports required under article 40
of the Oovenant, the Oommittee, at its second session, approved general guidelines
regarding the form and content of initial reports, the text of which appeared in
annex IV to its first annual report submitted to the General Assembly at its
thirty-second session. 11

42. In accordance with article 40, paragraph l (b), of the Covenant,. the Human
Rights Committee adopted a decision on periodicity under which States parties would
be required to submit subsequent reports to the Committee every five years. The
text of the decision on periodicity, as amended, appears in annex V to its fifth
annual report il submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session, and
the guidelines regarding the form and content of reports from States parties under
article 40, paragraph l (b), of the Covenant appear in annex VI to the same
report. y

43. At each of its sessions during the reporting period, the Committee was
informed of and considered the status of submission of reports (see annex IV).

44. The actions taken, information received and relevant issues placed before the
Committee during the reporting period (twentieth, twenty-first and twenty-second
sessions) are summarized in paragraphs 45 to 53 below.

Twentieth session

45. The Committee decided to send reminders to the Governments of the Central
African Republic, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago and
Zaire, whose reports were overdue.

46. Sorne members suggested that it would he desirable for a member of the
Committee to take up the matter of overdue reports either during a forthcoming
meeting of States parties or at a meeting of the Third Committee of the General
Assembly and to discuss the rn~tter with representatives of the concerned States.

47. The Committee asked members from the Latin American and African regions to
make appropriate contacts during the Committee's twenty-first session in New York
with the permanent missions of States parties whose reports were still outstanding.

48. The Committee had postponed its consideration of the report of Guinea
four times because no representative of the State party had been designated to
appear before it. In accordance with its decision at the nineteenth session that
consideration of the report could not be postponed beyond the twentieth session ~I

and since no representative of the State party appeared at the twentieth session,
the Oommittee proceeded with the consideration of the previous report at its
twentieth session in the absence of the representative of the State party.
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49. As agreed at the twentieth session, members made contacts with the Permanent
Missions in New York of the Central African Republic, the Dominican Republic and
Zaire. The Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic indicated it was planning
to submit its report in the near future. The representatives of the other
two States parties undertook to contact their capitals.

50. Reminders were sent to Czechoslovakia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Tunisia and Uruguay, whose
reports had been due during the first half of 1983.

51. The Committee also considered the question of how supplementary reports should
be dealt with, but did not reach a final decision in that regard. However, it was
provisionally agreed that such reports would be considered by the Committee in the
normal way when so requested by the State party•

Twenty-second session

52. The Committee was informed that the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic and Spain had submitted their second
periodic reports and that the Federal Republic of Germany would be submitting its
second periodic report in October 1984. Upon a request from Trinidad and Tobago,
whose initial report had been scheduled for consideration at the twenty-second
session, the Committee decided that it be considered at the Committee's ~~xt

session.

53. Owing to lack of time, the Committee decided that aIl action under this item
be deferred to its next session.
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B. Consideration of reports

l. Introduction

54. A major new development in the Oommittee's work during the past year was the
beginning of the consideration of second periodic reports (see paras. 58-63).
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55. In previous years the Committee had only been concerned with the examination
of initial reports of States parties (due within a year after entry into force of
the Oovenant for the State party concerned, article 40 (1) (a) of the Covenant) and
additional information to those reports in accordance with the relevant rules of
procedure as adopted at the Oommittee's first session (rules 66-71). The method to
be adopted for the consideration of initial reports was discussed at an early stage
of the Oommittee's work (second session). The implementation of this method in
practice and the Committee's experience so far was described in its annual report
for 1979. 1/

56. During its twentieth, twenty-first and twenty-second sessions, the Committee
considered the following initial reports: Sri Lanka, El Salvador, Guinea, New
Zealand, India, Egypt, Gambia, Democratie People's Republic of Korea and Panama, as
weIl as second periodic reports from Yugoslavia, Chile and the German Democratie
Republic. ~ne status of reports considered during the period under review and
reports still pending consideration are indicated in annex V below.
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57. A working group established to make recommendations to the twentieth session
on second periodic reports was also mandated to consider certain other issues,
inter alia, the order in which reports should be examined and the possibility of
considering a report in the absence of representatives of a State party (see
paras. 136-138 concerning Guinea). The Group felt that the chronological order of
submission was perhaps the most objective approach in considering reports.
Although the Committee has taken no decision on this point, in practice it has
mostly followed the chronological order. It is generally felt that there should be
no rigid pattern since other criteria - such as geographical distribution or
prevailing urgency - also require to be taken into account.

2. Approach and procedure for consideration of second periodic reports

58. Under article 40, paragraph 1 (b), of the Covenant and in the light of the
Committee's decision on periodicity, States parties are required to submit a second
periodic report generally five years from the date of consideration of their
initial report or of additional information. ~I The initial guidelines on the
contents of such ~eports were set out in para~raph (a) of the statement on the
Committee's duties ùnder article 40 of the Covenant. ~ Paragraph (i) of the
statement provided that prior to the meetings with representatives of the reporting
States at which the second periodic report would be considered, a working group of
three members of the Committee should review the information so far received by the
Committee in order to identify those matters which it would seem most helpful to
discuss with those representatives. Subsequently, at its twentieth session, the
Committee considered a paper submitted by its Working Group on General Comments
which contained additional proposaIs regarding the approach and procedure for
consideration of second periodic reports.

59. The Working Group r~commended, inter alia, that:

(a) As an approach to dealing with second periodic reports, the Committee
should focus on the progress made in each State party since the time of submission
of the initial report. Other focal points in the consideration of periodic reports
should be in line with guidelines stressed in paragraph (g) of the statement on the
duties of the Human Rights Committee under article 40 of the Covenant 21 and
elaborated in the guidelines regarding the form and contents of reports from States
parties under article 40, paragraph l (b), of the Covenant; 101

(b) The method for considering second periodic reports need not in principle
differ significantly from that followed by the Committee in considering initial
reports. However, a different method, whereby replies to questions posed could be
expected during the same meeting, would be desirable, provided the States parties'
representatives would be willing to do that. rt might be even worthwhile to
approach the State party in advance with a view to seeking its acceptanèe to
conduct the dialogue in that way;

(c) The Committee should reconstitute the working group at the beginning of
the session and charge three members, as indicated in paragraph (i) of the
statement, to review the information contained in the second periodic report in
order to identify those matters which would seem most helpful to discuss with the
representatives of the State concerned.
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60. Although the Committee did not take any normal decision on these
recommendations, the approach suggested by the working group was applied by the
Committee when, for the first time, it considered the second periodic report of
Yugoslavia at its twentieth session. In particular, the sessional working group of
three established by the Committee prepared an informaI list inquiring both as to
the general progress made since the examination of the initial report, including
the response to the Committee's proceedings and promotional activities concerning
the Covenant, and as to the state of Implementation of specifie articles which was
discussed and amended in the Committee. In transmitting the list to the
representatives of Yugoslavia, it was made clear that individual members might weIl
wish to pose other questions during the course of the proceedings.

62. At its twenty-first session, the Committee discussed the question of whether
or not to establish a pre-sessional working group on second periodic reports and
the question of the mandate of such a working group.

63. Althouqh there was no agreement as to whether such a working group should be
sessional or pre-sessional, there was broad agreement 0.1 the need for it. In this
connection, sorne members noted that the working group established to examine
Yugoslavia's second periodic report had helped to identify subjects for discussion
and to focus the Committee's attention on the main issues and problems. It was
also pointed out that such a working group was needed to ensure a more disciplined
approach to the examination of second periodic reports and to help the Committee in
developing a meaningful dialogue with each reporting State.
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61. Many members felt that this experimental procedure, followed in
consideration of Yugoslavia's second periodic report, was positive.
general agreement that the specifie form of dialogue employed by the
an experimental basis and made possible by the Yugoslav delegation's
co-oper.ate had clearly proven to be very useful.
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64. Accordingly, the Committee decided to establish a pre-sessional working group
to take up the question of second periodic reports in general and to undertake
preparatory work on second periodic reports scheduled for consideration at the
twenty-second session. The working group on second periodic reports met prior to
the Committee's twenty-second session, when the reports of Chile and the German
Democratie Republic were to be considered. After having reviewed aIl relevant
information regarding these two countries, the working group drafted for
presentation to the Committee two lists - one for Chile and one for the German
Democratie Republic - covering a variety of subjects on which it would seem most
helpful to discuss with the representatives of the State concerned. The working
group also presented recommendations to the Committee concerning procedural aspects
of dealing with second periodic reports to the effect that the Committee should
follow the general approach adopted at its twentieth session when it examined the
second periodic report of Yugoslavia.

65. At its twenty-second session, the Committee considered the draft lists and
recommendations of the Working Group. It ultimately adopted an approach to the
consideration of the second periodic reports of Chile and the German Democratie
Republic which included the following main elements: the preparation and
transmission to the respective delegations of an unofficial, non-exhaustive list of
subjects and issues with specifications which would seem most helpful to discuss,
each issue to be treated one by one and in a manner providing for immediate
replies, if possible, by the representatives of the State party, as well as an
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opportunity for members to seek additional clarifications under each issue; general
observations or supplementary questions to be left until the conclusion of the
dialogue on the issues and points contained in the list; reaffirmation of each
member's right to pose additional questions; and recognition that any Immediate
response would depend on the willingness of States parties' representatives.

66. Later at the same session and in the light of its experience oduring the
session, the Committee reviewed its approach and procedure relati~~ to the
consideration of second periodic reports in ~eneral. After a broad exchange of
views the Committee agreed to continue to develop its procedures within the context
of its statement of duties under article 40 of the Covenant. ~/ The Committee also
agreed that the working group on article 40 of the Covenant, which was to meet
prior to its twenty-third session, ~~ould take the views of the members of the
OOmmittee into account in its preparation for the consideration of second periodic
reports at that sassion.

3. States parties

67. The following sections relating to States parties are arranged on a
country-by-country basis according to the sequence followed by the Committee in its
consideration of reports at its twentieth, twenty-first and twenty-second
sessions. These sections are only summaries, based on the summary records of the
meetings at which the reports were considered by the Committee. Fuller information
is contained in the reports and additional information submitted by the States
parties concerned 11/ and in the summary records referred to.

El Salvador

68. The initial report of El Salvador was placed on the agenda for the twentieth
session following a decision taken at the 462nd meeting, on 28 July 1983, to give
it priority in view of the serious situation in the country (CCPR/C/SR.462/Add.l).
At its 465th meeting, hel~ on 24 October 1983, the Committee was informed that the
Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the United Nations Office at Geneva had
requested postponement of the consideration of the initial report of his country
pending the submission of a supplementary report which would reflect the new
political constitution that was being drafted. The Permanent Representative was,
however, willing, if the Committee so wished, to appear before the Committee in
order to answer factual questions but that he would be unable to deal with legal
issues.

69. At the 467th meeting, held on 25 October 1983, the Chairman announced
(CCPR/C/SR.467) that at an informaI meeting held earlier in the day, a decision had
been taken, in agreement with the Permanent Representative of El Salvador, to
consider the report during the present session subject to his reservations.

70. The Committee considered the initial report of El Salvador (CCPR/C/14/Add.5)
at its 468th, 469th, 474th and 485th meetings, held on 27 October, land
9 November 1983 (CCPR/C/SR.468, 469, 474 and 485). The representative of
El Salvador replied to members' comments and questions during aIl of these
meetings. In this way, a more direct dialogue than usual for the consideration of
initial reports was conducted. For convenience, however, the summaries below are
grouped in the ordinary manner.
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71. In his introductory statement, the representative of El Salvador pointed out
that his country was facing an extraordinary situation in which violent internal
conflicts were shaking the foundations of the country with terrible effects. He
explained that following the coup d'etat of 1979, profound economic and social
changes had taken place and that machinery had been created to e~sure resp~~t for
human rights. These changes gave rise to struggles which were not yet concluded •
Terrorism was adamant on breaking up this process of develcpment. Rebels had taken
up arms against the Governrnent, causing social unrest and hampering the efforts
being made to revitalize the national economy. He mentioned internaI and external
causes of the crisis affecting his country. Among the external causes were the
revolutionary ideas which had invaded Latin America, especially after the Cuban
revolution. His Governrnent firmly rejected foreign intervention, which only served
to exacerbate an already difficult situation.

72. The representative also stated that as long as military action continued,
there ~'?ould be violations of human rights in general and of the basic right to life
in particular; that in the conflict excesses had been cornrnitted on both sides and
that the magnitude of the problem was such that it was beyond the powers of the
judiciary to investigate cases with due speed, although machinery had now been
established to ensure respect for human rights and the Government's own Human
Rights Commission currently published details of cases. He stressed that the
difficul :ies of the existing situation were not primarily of a legal nature and
that what was required was a comprehensive solution. He explained the various
avenues his Governrnent was exploring towards peace as weIl as the various p8ace
efforts that were being undertaken at the international level. He would welcome
any suggestions from members of the Committee which might assist his Governmant.

73. Members of the Cornrnittee welcomed the readiness of the Governrnent of
El Salvador to conduct a frank and constructive dialogue with the Committee with a
view to promoting human rights in El Salvador. It was noted that the statement of
the representative confirmed that it wouId be appropriate for the Committee te use
a new method in discllssing the situation, instead of focusing on the legal position
described in the report. The problem in that country was not one of legal
structure but the product of a combination of social, political and economic
factors going back many years. There was, therefore, no point in blaming the
East-West conflict for the tragic situation in El Salvador; nor could Cuba which
had struggled for independence against dictatorship, be held responsible for that.
It was said that everyone was aware of the difficult situation in which the
Salvadorian people were plunged, struggling as they were for their
self-determination against foreign backed military and paramilitary units and
against the police whose actions had caused thousands of victims. The solution of
the problem couId not be reached by allowing foreign military advisers to help the
Goven'ment in the armed confrontation with the guerillas, which in itself
represented foreign Interference. The social explosion which had culminated in the
guerilla movement had deep roots, and a solution must involve a quest for social
justice through dialogue between the parties to the conflict. In this connection,
one member wondered whether the C~vernment would accept the offer made by its
opponents to begin negotiating without prior conditions. Another member pointed
out that he was reluctant to engage in a discussio~ of the matter because not aIl
the parties involved in the events in El Salvador were represented before the
Cornmittee.

74. In relation to article 2 of the Covenant, it was noted that whereas the
Covenant was said to have been incorporated in El Salvador's internaI law, its
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provisions could not be invoked directly before the judicial syst~m or
administrative authorities and it was asked whether that implied that internaI law
rather than the Covenant should be invoked and, if so, whether complaints relating
to violations of the Covenant had already been brought oefore the courts; what
results were achieved in the light of the adoption of decrees suspending various
rights and freedoms and what remeàies against violations of human rights were
available in the country under the present circumstances. In this connection,
information was requested on the competence and activities of the national Human
Rights Commissior. and on its legal links with the authorities.

75. With reference to article 4 of the Covenant, it was noted from the report that
the state of emergency in El Salvador had been extended several times but that its
proclamation and extension had never been notified to the other States parties to
the Covenant in conformity with article 4 of the Covenant. In this respect, it was
maintained that the requirement to notify any derogation from the provisions of the
Covenant under that article together with the reasons for such derogation was no
mere formality, and that it could lead Governments to abandon their plans with
respect to certain derogations because, aIl things considered, they did not find
them absolutely essential. The report contained little information on the
consequences that a state of emergency entailed for human rights and on the
measures taken to curb their violation. Recalling the statement of the
representative of El Salvador to the effect that his Government would welcome
advice from the Committee, one member advised the Government to respect fully aIl
provisions of the Covenant, especially article 4. In the view of another member,
El Salvador would appear to be not in a state of emergency but rather in one of
civil war, to which rules such as those of article 3 of the Geneva Convention
Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War should apply. So
long as it remained the official policy to protect the power of sorne and to ensure
the exploitation of Salvadorian people, the vicIations of basic human rights would
continue.

76. Commenting on article 6 of the Covenant, members referred to the great number
of civilian deaths in the civil war in El Salvador, many of which were attributed
to the security forces of the State and related rightist extremists and to the
reported abduction and disappearance of the President and other members of the
(non-governmental) Salvadorian Commission of Human Rights of thousands of
intellectuals known to he opposed to government policies, and they wondered whether
that was not the result of an official policy and, if not, what steps the
Government had taken to investigate the situation and prosecute those responsible
and to defend the right to life in accordance with the Covenant; whether the
Government was applying strict regulations on the use of fire-arms by the security
forces and, if so, whether punishment was inflicted on members of those forces who
abused their authority and, particularly, whether there had been a single
conviction for murder in this respect. Information was also requested on the exact
number of persons who had disappeared and on whether there was a governmental body
to which the families of missing persons couId apply for information. Noting that,
according to new procedures establisned in El Salvador in 1980, persons under
16 years of age may be tried for certain serious crimes, one member asked whether
that meant that the death sentence could be imposed on minors under 16 years of age
and whether there had been any such cases or if minors had always been granted a
reprieve.

77. As regards articles 7 and 10 of the Covenant, memhers expressed their concern
over tr~e reported allegations suggesting that torture was widely and routinely used
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by police in interrogations, in particular in the so-called "cain section" at the
headquarters of the national police, and they requested information on measures
taken to punish those responsible and on the number of police officers who had been
tried and sentenced for acts of torture, and acts of terrorism committed against
members of the medical profession. Referen~~ was also made to the reported
mistreatment of prisoners and of inhuman and tragic conditions of detention and it
was asked whether the Standard Minimuœ Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners and the
Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement OfficiaIs had been brought to the knowledge of
military personnel and prison staff and whether the reported abuses had been
committed through ignorance of those norms.

78. In relation to articles 9 and 14 of the Oouenant, members noted that whereas
no mention had been made in the report of derogations relating to the provisions of
those articles, the procedures established under Decree No. 507 of 1980 were hardly
consistent with the provisions of the Oovenant. It was pointed out that this
Decree, for example, contained a series of provisions having the effect of
prolonging pre-trial detention far beyond what had been envisaged in the Covenant,
that it provided for a secret investigation procedure that was absolutely contrary
to the provision of the Covenant and that it denied the right of the accused to
examine the witnesses against them. In this connection, it was pointed out that
although article 4 of the Covenant permitted measures derogating from sorne of the
provisions of article 14, such measures must not go beyond "the extent strictly
required by the exigencies of the situation", and that although the establishment
of military tribunals in times of emergency was not rare, such tribunals may not
carry investigative procedures to such extent as to violate basic human rightso
More information was requested on the procedures of those tribunals, on the rights
of the accused, such as possibilities of appeal, on the relationship of the
establishment and procedures of military tribunals to the Covenant, and on the
reported intimidation of judges, jurors and witnesses.

79. With regard to articles 18 and 19 of the Covenant, members requested more
information on the measures taken to ensure freedom of religion and of expression
and it was asked whether the report of persecution of a large number of university
professors was correct and, if so, whether their only fault had been that of
expressing their views on the situation, whether aIl newspapers really enjoyed the
same rights and how many newspapers had been suspended at the time of elections.

80. Cornmenting on article 25 of the Covenant, one member noted that the
Salvadorian Gove~nment was endeavouring to guarantee constitutional stability
through the electoral process and he pointed out that it was difficult to imagine
the kind of elections that could take place in a situation of armed confrontation.
Another member noted from the report that constitutional guarantees had been
suspended "except in the case of political parties which were authorized to seek
electoral support and carry out election propaganda without being subject to the
restrictions imposed by the suspension of constitutional guarantees", which
prompted questions concerning the criteria applied to decide that sorne parties
might continue to enjoy their rights and others note Information was requested on
the measures taken to ensure respect for the political rights enshrined in
article 25 of the Covenant.

81. As regards article 27 of the Oovenant, information was requested on
minorities, particularly aborigines, which existed in the country, their
participation in political life, the extent to which they were involved in the
internaI conflict ~nd the manner in which their cultural identity was being
preserved and prote~~ed.
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82. Questions were also raised in relation to other articles of the Covenant,
particularly as regards the position of El Salvador concerning the right of the
Namibian and Palestinian peoples to self-determination and independence undet
article 1 of the C~~~nant and the rights of women under article 3. A number of
references were made to the reports by Mr. Pastor Ridruejo, the Special Rapporteur
of the Commission on Human Rights, with a view to stressing the need of
implementing the recommendations set forth therein.

83. Replying to questions raised by members of the Committee, the representative
of the State party stressed that his Government was seeking peace and understanding
and, to that end, had created a Peace Commission which had proposed that members of
the o~Yjsition should lay down their arms and take part in the forthcoming
elections for which purpose they would have to constitute themselves as political
parties and receive legal recognition from the Central Council for Elections. The
opposition, however, had not accepted that proposaI and had dernanded instead that a
new government formed of the existing authorities and guerrilla groups should be
constituted and that the armed forces should be integrated with the guerrilla
groups. The Government of El Salvador had rejected that suggestion, but the Peace
Commission intended to continue the dialogue, which was the recommendation of the
i~ternational community and a means of arriving at a peaceful solution. He
admitted that the solution in El Salvador and in Central America in general lay in
the acceptance of pluralism and that every country should establish the system of
its choice and that the Salvadorian Government, for its part, was prepared to go
along with either Marxist or democratic régimes. He also pointed out that a number
of different movements were trying to influence Salvadorian political life and that
his Government hoped to receive international understanding and co-operation in its
aearch for a solution which would ensure the success of the forces of peace.
Noting that there were possibly 50 foreign military advisers in El Salvador, he
stated that their presence was not at aIl the same thing as foreign military
intervention, but a form of co-operation in the military area.

84. Replying to questions under article 2 of the Covenant, the representative
stated that the provisions of the Covenant could be invoked directly before the
judicial or administrative authorities because they were incorporated in the
country's internaI legislation. As to the competence and functions of the national
Human Rights Commission, he explained that it was to ensure the enjoyment of the
inalienable rights of the individual and to recommend appropriate measures for the
effective observance of human rights. The Commission could hear complaints and
initiate inquiries and, to that effect, it could require the Office of the
Prosecutor, the Courts of the security forces, to furnish information in respect of
complaints, for example with regard to alleged disappearances. Stressing that the
Commission had very broad legal power and that it had been doing important work, he
explained that, in the first half of 1983, it had heard 504 complaints and had
secured the release of 45 persons. In addition, 91 persons alleged to have
disappeared had been located and several detainees had benefited from the Amnesty
Decree.

85. Replying to a question raised under article 4 of the Covenant, he pointed out
that the state of siege had resulted in the partial suspension of sorne articles of
the Constitution regarding the freedom of persons to enter and leave the Republic,
the riqht to free dissemination of ideas, the inviolability of correspondence and
the right of association for illicit purposes. Denying that the situation in his
country was one of civil war to which rules such as those of article 3 of the
FburthGeneva Convention of 1949 should apply, he stated that El Salvador had a
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legitimate Government which exercised its powers with internaI and international
competence; that the left-wing and right-wing guerrillas were clandestine groups
indulging in crime and terrorism outside the legal framework of the nation; and
that those groups were engaged in a rebellion, and not an insurrection, against
their legitimate Government and that such a crime was punishable under civil and
military law.

86. As regards article 6 of the Covenant, the representative stated that the
Government was not responsible for the 30,000 deaths caused by the events taking
place in,his country and he refuted any suggestion of a policy of official
repression against the people of El Salvador. He pointed out that a number of
persons had f~llen victim to political violence and terrorism, while others had
died as a result of being caught in skirmishes. As to the question of
disappearances, he referred to the complaints received by the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights, Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances, regarding El Salvador and to the efforts of his Government to
investigate aIl cases brought to its attention and indicated that sorne of the
persons concerned had not actually disappeared but were in detention and that the
Government had reported the details of the charge against them and their place of
detention; that when a person was in fact missing, it was very difficult to find
any information; and that there were instances of young people who had gon~

underground and taken pseudonyms while others had been found buried in unidentified
graves. His Government was assuming its full responsibilities, which were to
resto~e public order and to ensure the safety of its citizens and the enforcement
of the law, but the task was a difficult one and there was no easy solution.

87. Commenting on questions raised under articles 7 and 10 of the Covenant, the
representative stated that the law established severe penalties for those found
guilty of committing excesses or abuses against detainees; that guidelines for the
treatment of detainees had been laid down; that the Salvadorian Human Rights
Commission and the Red Cross had given lectures to the appropriate authorities in
an effort to promote good treatment of detainees; and that there had been cases of
abuses and excesses where the guilty had been punished after careful
investigation. In this respect, he referred to the recent annual report of the
Ministry of Defence to the Assembly which stated that 202 persons had been punished
for violations of human rights. He also stated that the Special Representative of
the Commission on Human Rights had visited prisons and had found them spacious and
well-ventilated and that his Government had signed an agreement on detention with
the International Committee of the Red Cross which enabled the Red Cross to find
out about the detention of prisoners and to come and talk to them with a doctor
without Government witnesses.

88. Replying to questions raised under articles 9 and 14 of the Covenant, he
indicated that there was no secret detention but only a secret initial
investigation; that Decree No. 507 did not involve any violations of the human
rights guaranteed under the Covenant; and that it had been promulgated because of
the need to deal with the emergency situation. He informed the Committee that in
the light of the new Constitution, the Human Rights Commission of El Salvador had
been requested to analyse Decree No. 507 with a view to submitting a draft revised
version to the Constituent Assembly for consideration and approval and that, in
addition, a committee had recently been set up to review criminal legislation. He
undertook to bring members' observations on the Decree to the Government's notice,
and he hoped that this exceptional measure would be repealed under the new
constitution. He also pointed out that the mili.tary tribunals dealt with serious

-17-

..,



:~'

crimes against the State and other crimes against peace and customary law,
including terrorism, sabotage, subversive association and other crimes specified in
article 376 of the Penal Code. A number of problems affected the judicial system,
such as shortage of funds and staff and inadequate means of investigation, an
unduly heavy work-load which delayed proceedings, cumbersome legal procedures, the
difficulty of gathering evidence when people were afraid to give legal testimony
and intimidation of and attacks on judges. Instances of corrupt justice had
occurred and had given rise to the appropriate proceedings.

89. In connection with questions raised under article 19 of the Covenant, the
representative stated that there had been no press censorship, despite the threat
posed by clandestine groups and that the climate of opinion in the country had been
affected by the general situation, but the press was permitted to criticize the
Government, as could be seen from a reading of the newspapers.

90. Responding to comments made under article 25 of the Covenant, he referred to
the 1982 elections, in which 85 per cent of the electorate had voted and during
which the state of siege had been lifted and he pointcd out that the election had
been a reflection of the will of the people and had showed that elections could be
held even in a situation of violence. He also stated that, prior to the 1982
elections, the political parties had been authorized to carry out election
campaigns over a period of several months and that the fact that they enjoyed
freedom of association had been illustrated recently by the demonstrations held in
San Salvador in connection with sorne aspects of the agrarian reforme

91. Replying to questions raised under article 27 of the Covenant, the
representative stated that El Salvador comprised a homogeneous blend of races and
the small groups of minorities had no major presence in the country; that the
indigenous population were probably no more than 15,000 persons and that their
language and culture had nearly disappeared. However, they had organized
themselves into a National Association of Salvadorian Indigenous Populations, which
had held two congresses, the most recent having been held in 1983. The Government
was engaged in various efforts to support such groups, the Ministry of Labour was
working on employment problems and linguists and anthropologists on linguistic and
cultural problems.

92. He replied briefly to the few questions raised under articles land 3 of the
Covenant indicating his country's support for the Inalienable rights of the
Namibian and Palestinian peoples, the rights of women, family and children. He
also made severa1 references to the reports of the Special Rapporteur of the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights in support of some of his replies and views.

93. The representative of El Salvador stated that his Government was fully
prepared to submit a further report in the light of the legal reforms that were
being instituted.

94. The Chairman declared that the Committee had not completed its detailed
consideration of the report and that the timing of the Committee's further
consideration would depend on the time of submission by the Government of
El Salvador of the supplementary report to which it had referred in its
communication prior to this discussion and which he had stressed should be as early
as possible. He trusted that the representative of El Salvador would transmit to
his Government the deep concern of the Committee regarding the tragic situation and
loss of life in El Salvador. It was the Committee's conviction that efforts must
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continue in the Committee, in other United Nations bodies and in other
organizations to assist El Salvador to revert to a normal situation as soon as
possible.

Sri Lanka

95. The Cornmittee considered the initial report of Sri Lanka
(CCPR/C/14/Add.4 and 6) at its 471st, 472nd, 473rd and 477th meetings held, on
31 October, land 2 November 1983 (CCPR/C/SR.471-473 and 477), in accordance with a
decision taken at the nineteenth session, in view of the public emergency which had
then just been proclaimed, to give priority to this report.

96. The report was introduced by the representative of the State party who
described certain features of the country, its long history of parliamentary
democracy, its position in world affairs, its stand on human rights and sorne
landmarks of the 1978 Constitution which had abolished distinctions between forms
of citizenship.

97. He stated that the Government of Sri Lanka appreciated that the foundation for
maintaining international standards of human rights must be public awareness; and
that it had, therefore, been taking steps to promote understanding and respect for
human rights among the population, mainly tbrough the activities of the Sri Lanka
Foundation, a body corporate created by statute, whose object was the promotion and
protection of human rights and belief in the democratic way of life. The
Foundation, inter alia, had arranged for the Covenants to be translated and
published in sinhalese and Tamil for public distribution and had conducted
competitions among school children with a view to stimulating an interest in human
rights. He also described at length the steps taken to introduce the teaching of
human rights into the curricula of universities and schools.

98. The representative referred to unfortunate developments that had taken place
in Sri Lanka, where the even tenor of political and social life and the functioning
of democratic institutions had been disrupted from about the mid-1970s by the
activities of an extremist group demanding a separate State and pointed out that,
accordingly, it had been necessary to adopt certain legislative measures, such as
the Prevention of Terrorism Act, ta cope with the terrorist attempts to subvert a
legitimate and popularly elected Government.

99. Members of the Cornmittee emphasized the importance and quality of Sri Lanka's
report and of its delegation, which bore witness to the Government's willingness to
enter into a genuine dialogue with the Committee, and it noted that the country was
distinguished by a long tradition of legality and great judicial independence. It
was pointed out that the action taken by the authorities to publish the Covenant in
Sri Lanka's national languages and to stimulate public interest, particularly that
of young people and children, in the question of human rights was especially
praiseworthy. Information was requested about the substance of the human rights
teaching offered in the schools.

100. Cornmenting on article l of the Covenant, sorne members wondered whether the
interpretation given by Sri Lanka of the right of self-determination did not
constitute an excessive restriction since that article was addressed to aIl States
parties and that sovereign and independent States had obligations thereunder. It
was asked whether, for example, part of the population might not claim the right of
secession or plead for a federal form of government in accordance with the right of
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peoples to self-determination as enshrined in this article. Other members pointed
out that the right of self-determination in that article was generally interpreted
as a right that could not be exercised ta the detriment of territorial integrity or
~ elements which formed an integral part of any given country. They did not
agree, however, that this riqht was not applicable to sovereign States since it was
a right of a continuing character - the right of the whole people to choose their
form of government and to elect their chosen representatives to carry out policies
endorsed by the electorate.

101. with reference to article 2 of the Covenant, it was pointed out that the
report merely stated that the Constitution had prohibited discrimination, but that
it wouId be interesting to know how discrimination by private individuals on
9rou~s of race had been dealt with. It was also noted that while the fundamental
rights provided for in the Constitution should apply te aIl persons, sorne
distinction had been made to the effect that aliens in general were unable to enjoy
the rights to freedom of speech, freedom of assembly and freedom of association and
that the Covenant allowed for derogations from article 2, paragraph l, and
article 26 only in situations of national emergency, whereas the Constitution of
Sri Lanka allowed for general restrictions. In this connection it was pointed out
that it appeared from the Constitution that no examination of its national law had
been made by Sri Lanka before its accession to the Covenant to ensure conformity
wi~ its obligations under that instrument - hence the above-mentioned
inconsistencies. Noting that the provisions of the Covenant, which were not
recognized in commen law or incorporated in the domestic legislation of Sri Lanka,
could not be directly invoked before the courts and that the Supreme Court was
competent to rule on the constitutionality of draft enactments, members asked what
r.medies would be available to an individual who considered that a measure of
domestic law or an administrative act violated his or her rights as defined in the
Covenant, which law would prevail in the event of a conflict between common law and
the provisions of the Covenant; whether a general principle of interpretation had
been developed in the court system of Sri Lanka whereby national statutes must be
interpreted in the 11qht of the country's international obligations, and more
precisely, whether the Supreme Court could take into consideration a bill's
consistency or inconsistency with the Covenant and, if not, who could.
Explanations were requested as to the meaning of article 16 of the Constitution,
and it was asked whether the provisions of that article did not restrict the
.ffectiveness of the rights proclaimed in the Constitution or embodied in the
COnvenant.

102. Noting that the Supreme Court had sole and exclusive jurisdiction to hear and
d.termine violations of the rights recognized by the Constitution and that persons
whose rights were infringed by executive or administrative action had only one
month to bring the matter before thge Supreme Court, members pointed out that the
number of cases must, therefore, be limiterl and wondered whether the time-limit of
one month was not toc short, especially in the case of a detainee who might find
access to legal advice difficult. Reference was made to a statement in the report
to the effect that the Supreme Court was asble to "grant such relief or make such
directions as it may deem just and equitable in the circumstances", and information
vas requested on the effectiveness of the remedies offered to citizene by the
Sqpreme COurt and, in particular, about the number of cases that had been referred
to the Supreme Court and their results, whether the Supreme Court had any
di.cretion to extend the time-limit in certain cases and whether, in view of the
distance and cost involved, recourse to the Supreme Court was effectively possible
for aIl persons. In this connection, it was asked what the relations were between
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the Supreme Court and the Ombudsman and whether recourse to the Ombudsman was an
alternative to proceedings before the Supreme Court. More details were requested
about the functions of the Ombudsman and the number and outcome of cases ref@rred
to him, and it was asked how accessible the Parliamentary Commissioner was in fact
to an individual who claimed that his or her rights had been violated and whether
the procedure governing relations between the individual and the Commissioner did
make for the efficient investigation of grievances. Reference was made to reports
of excesses on the part of police officers or the administrative authorities and to
a police superintendent who had lost a court case but had subsequently been
pr~'ted and the compensation he had been ordered to provide had been paid by the
Government, and it was asked whether the executive, at least indirectly, might act
to protect officiaIs who had exceeded or abused their powers and what the effects
of such action could be, considering that respect for human rights in daily life
depended more on the attitude of the Government and police than on court decisions.

103. with reference to article 3 in conjunction with article 23 of the Covenant,
more information was requested about existing legislation and practice relating to
equality between men and women in Sri Lanka and about access of women to
educational institutions, Parliament, foreign service and to free professions.
Recognizing that re1igious laws had to be respected in Sri Lanka as anywhere e1se
and that they often 1ed to discrimination against married women, members wondered
whether the Sri Lankan Government had the means to verify that religious practices
and laws were not contrary to article 3 of the Covenant and whether, when there was
discrimination, the courts were authorized to take cognizance of the case and
whether equality between both sexes existeà in Sri Lanka in case of divorce.

104. Commenting on article 4 of the Covenant, members asked what derogations from
the provisions of the Covenant had been considered necessary fo1~owing the
proclamation of the state of emergency; whether any of the rights listed in
article 4, paragraph 2, had been derogated from; whether the Prevention of
Terrorism Act was considered an emergency measure; and whether the Public Security
Ordinance was compatible with this article. It was asked why the Sri Lankan
Government had not thought fit to make the notification of the proclamation of the
state of emergency, as required under this article, and to what extent the
proclamation of the state of emergency had influenced the situation of human rights
in Sri Lanka. In this connection, it was pointed out that as long as no
notification or justification haà been given in respect of rights permitting
derogation, they must be considered in force and hence the Government must account
for them as in normal situations.

105. As regards article 6 of the Covenant, it was asked what the Government was
doing to protect chi1dren against epidemics, hunger and the like, whether there was
an excessively high birth rate and high infant mortality and whether abortion was
authorized. Information was requested about the use of firearms by the police, the
existence or otherwise of strict rules governing such use and the penalties imposed
on policemen for the careless use of firearms. Reference was made to the recent
intercommunal clashes in Sri Lanka which had been marked by special violence and
the loss of innocent lives as weIl as to the inability of the police to perform its
dutY and the failure of the prison authorities to ensure the safety of detainees,
and it was asked what was the exact number of persons who had been killed; whether
any thorough investigation had taken place of the incidents and, if so, with what
results; and whether any measures had been taken to prevent incidents of the kind
from recurring. In this connection, reference was also made to a provision of the
Emergency Regulations, issued on 3 June 1983, to the effect that the police could
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tak. po•••••ion of and bury or cremate any corpse and forbid anybody to be present
on pain of committing an offenee, and it was pointed out that this provision was
.xtr...ly diequi.ting, ••pecially from a moral point of view, since the respect due
to th. d.ad had be.n common to aIl peoples from the most remete antiquity. In the
abe.nc. of a cl.ar .xplanation, the hypothesis lay open that the provision would
.nabl. th. polie. to diapo•• of potential sources of embarrassment in the form of
corpe••, th••ight of which might give rise to questions, assumptions or
certainti•• about the exact circum.tances of the death and what had preceded it.

106. with r.f.renee to articl.s 7 and 10 of the Covenant, it was noted that the
Con.titution prohib1ted torture and cruel treatment but that some detainees had
CCRPlained of ill-tr.atment by the police and the security forces. It was asked
who ree.iv.d and inve.tigated such complaints, how the offenders were dealt with;
wh.th.r c•••• of torture had been tried by the courts and whether there were any
r.l.vant provi.ion. in the criminal law, how prisons were supervised; and whether
prieon. ver. regularly visited by persons who were completely independent of the
pri.on authoriti... In this connection, reference was made to a statement in the
r.port to th. .ffect that the Supreme Court had unanimeusly decided that there was
no evid.ne. of -an administrative practice of torture or ill-treatment", and it was
a.ked vheth.r that meant that the COurt had found unlawful practices in many
individual ca••s but no .vid.nce of a pattern which could be described as an
-administrative practice- and what the role of the Supreme Court was under this
articl., vhich was linked with article 2 of the Covenant.

107. As r.gards article 9 of the Covenant, it was pointed out that no restrictions
w.re p.rmitt.d on the rights set forth in this article although derogations from
that .rticl. could be made under the emergency powers envisaged in article 4 and
that bath Sri Lanka'. Prevention of Terrorism Act of 1979 and the Public Security
Ordinane••eemed to deroqat. from article 9 without any attempt being made to meet
th. requirements of that articl.. It was also noted that by virtue of an amendment
adopted in 1982, th. Act of 1979, which had been originally of a temporary
charact.r, would h.neeforth r.main in force until repealed and it was asked whether
th. 1982 amendment vas not ineon.i.tent with the emergency character of the
legislation. Mor. information was requested in that respect, since a formaI
notific.tion ••tting out the justification for the departures which had been
.nacted vas r.quir.d under article 4 of the Covenant. Concern was also expressed
on th. measures taken under that Act, especially with regard to arrests without
warrants and preventive det.ntion by order of the Minister of InternaI Security for
a period of up to 18 - ~hs as weIl as over alleged political detentions under
Bmergency Regulation hv. 19, and it was asked whether those provisions were really
justified by th. situation, how many persons were being detained under a
.ini.t.rial ord.r, what the maximum period was for which any such person had been
h.ld, what r.medi•• wer. available to an individual who considered himself to be a
victi. of .rbitrary d.t.ntion, and what the legal status of insurgents was.

108. Oommenting on article 14 of the Covenant, members asked whether the courts
w.r. really acces.ibl. to aIl, what training was required to become a judge, who
~ppointed judg.s and vh.ther any women .erved as judges, particularly in the Court
ot Appeal, vh.th.r th. independenee of the judiciary was ensured at aIl levels and
wheth.r r.t.rr.l of ca.es to the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence might not
thr.at.n such ind.pendene., wh.ther confessions as a means of proof were accepted
und.r Sri Lankan lav and, if .0, vhat happened in the case of confessions extracted
in dubious circum.tances. Noting that the constitution had placed certain
r.striction. upon th. rul. of pr.sumption of innocence and that the Covenant wouid
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allow a departure from the rule only within the framework of a state of emergency
envisaged under article 4, one member expressed the view that the limitation clause
in the Constitution should be reconsidered in the light of Sri Lanka's obligation
under the Covenant.

109. With reference to article 15 of the Covenant, members noted that, according ta
the Prevention of Terrorism Act, acts which had not been criminal offences when
they had been committed could be declared criminal offences and they asked how the
Government of Sri Lanka couId justify the retroactive character of that Act in the
light of the express provisions of this article and the prohibition in article 4 of
any derogation therefrom. It was also pointed out that article 15 (1) of the
Constitution which provided for restriction of the prohibition of retroactivity was
incompatible with article 15, paragraph 1, of the Covenant and it was suggested
that the Law Commission of Sri Lanka should look into the matter.

110. In relation to article 18 of the Covenant, reference was made to ~~ticle 9 of
the Constitution which gave to Buddhism the foremost place, and info~mation was
requested on the actual effects of that provision, particularly with regard to the
application of articles 25 and 26 of the Covenant.

111. As regards article 20 of the Covenant, information was sought on the relevant
provisions of the Constitution and the criminal law which covered the prohibition
of war propaganda as provided for in this article. One member noted the absence in
the report of any mention of the prohibition of racial hatred as required in this
article and he maintained that such prohibition by law wouId be a most effective
means of combating the terrorism now racking Sri Lanka.

112. In connection with article 22 of the Covenant, it was asked what the reasons
were for prohibiting certain political parties, what remedies were available to
them and whether they had been invoked; and what the exact meaning was of
article 15 (4) of the Constitution which authorized restrictions on the freedom of
association in the interests of national economy.

113. With reference to article 24 of the Covenant, it was asked whether the legal
status of children bern out of wedlock was the same as that of legitimate children;
how children acquired Sri Lankan nationality and whether children of Indian Tamils
residing in the country had Sri Lankan nationality or the nationality of their
parents; and what legislative or administrative measures had been taken to protect
children against exploitation and discrimination in employment.

114. Commenting on article 25 of the Covenant, one member sought clarification of
the Fourth Amendment to the Constitution prolonging the mandate of the present
Parliament until 1989 which appeared to involve a serious curtailment of the
democratic rights of the people. Another member requested information about the
constitutional amendment requiring public officiaIs to take an oath disavowing
separatisme

115. Regarding article 27 of the Covenant, it was asked what distinction was made
in practice between the official language and the national language in a country of
multilingual character as Sri Lankas, whether the need to know two languages was
not, for the majority of the population, an obstacle to entry to the civil service
or university, how effect was given to article 2~ of the Constitution which bound
the State ta enable aIl citizens to use their own language, and whether the Tamils,
the majority of whom lived in another country, were eonsidered as an ethnie group
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or as a national minority. Noting that Sri Lanka was a "multinational,
multilingual State", members requested details about the measure~ taken to
guarantee the rights of ethnie and religious minority groups, about the assistance
given to them to preserve their cultural identities, languages and religions and
about the manner in which they were represented in Parliament.

116. It was suggested that nearly aIl of Sri Lanka's problems in the human rights
field arose from racial antagonisms which the newly independent State had inherited
from the colonial eraJ that traditional differences between the majority of the
country's population and a sizeable minority, deliberately encouraged by foreign
political and economic interests, were at the root of the process of deterioration
of the human rights situationJ and that unless a political solution was found, it
wouId be extremely difficult in future to avoid a recurr~nce of the tragic events
which had occurred in July 1983.

117. Members of the Committee asked what the Government of Sri Lanka intended to do
about the observations and questions put forward in the Committee and whether the
~~le of Sri Lanka would be given a full account of the discussion which had taken
place in the Committee. It was stressed that the examination of States' reports
could be fully effective only if the people were properly informp.d, so that a
genuine dialogue cou Id be said to take place between the Committee and the public,
as weIl as the Government, of the country concerned.

118. Responding to comments made by members of the Cornmittee, the representative of
the State party stated that his Government's accession to the Covenant formed part
of its affirmative action to promote human rights in Sri Lanka in line with its
commitments to the Ideals of the United Nations, but that the terror that ravaged
his country recently could not be contained or controlled by normal processes
applied by civilian law enforcement authorities, but could only be done by the
assumption of additional powers limited to the exigencies of the situation and to
the areas where the terrorists operated.

119. Replying to questions raised under article 1 of the Covenant, the
representative pointed out that there was bath a legal and a political problem with
respect to this article and that they were competent to deal only with the legal
question. They also reiterated their Government's Interpretation of the phrase
"the right of self-determination" as applying to peoples still under alien and
foreign rule but not to sovereign independent States or to a section of a people or
country.

120. As regards questions raised under article 2 of the Covenant, the
representative confirmed that certain provisions of the Constitution had restricted
the rights of non-citizens but that this was not done in a manner inconsistent with
the Covenant. He also stated that the restrictions provided in article 15 (7) of
the Constitution, although grouped together for the sake of convenient drafting,
were not applicable to aIl the rights set forth in the Constitution but only to
certain relevant rights in the interests of public health or morality. He conceded
that article 16 of the new Constitution diverged from the provisions of the
Oovenant but explained that its authors, rather than abolish or invalidate any laws
that were not strictly in compliance with the Covenant, had decided to keep them in
force while, at the same time, setting up a Law Commission in order to examine
tho.e laws and change them as necessary from time to time, and that the
Oommission's current programme of work included the study of procedures for the
enforcement of fundamental rights. AlI the rights set out in the Covenant were, in
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substance, enshrined in one or more articles of the Sri ~ankan Constitution; any
bill which was consistent with the Constitution was ipso facto consistent with the
Covenant. The constitutional validity of bills couId be examined, as had been the
case on several occasions, at the request of any citizen or organization composed
of citizens.
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121. Replying to a question concerning the one-month time-limit for invoking the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, the representative stated that a certain
time-limit had to be provided to ensure that complaints were nnt made so long after
the alleged event that the veracity of the complaint could no longer be verified.
However, the Supreme Court had recognized that no one should be denied relief as a
result of having been unable to set the machinery in motion within the prescribed
period. With regard to the cost of instituting an action, if account was taken of
the fact that free legal assistance was availabl~ and that lawyers often appeared
in fundamental rights cases without a fee, it could be said that the cost of
invoking the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court would be about $100. In this
connection, he stressed that there was no limit placed on the power of the Supreme
Court to grant any relief that might seem just and equitable. The Ombudsman or
Parliamentary Commissioner could investigate not only the violation of a
fundamental right but also any other case of injustice; that once he had concluded
his investigation, he had to report to the Parliamentarv Petitions Committee, and
that where complaints were made of any offences or acts of violence by service
personnel, they would initially be examined by a senior police officer and then
referred to the Attorney General who would institute proceedings in appropriate
cases. There was also a procedure whereby any person could institute proceedings
by way of a private complaint before the magistrate. There was no official
tolerance of violence. In every case where there was evidence of a breach of the
law by service personnel, those legal procedures would be set in motion, without
exception.

122. With respect to the questions put under article 3 in conjunction with
article 23 of the Covenant, the representative stressed that no discrimination
between men and women was permitted and that equality of aIl citizens, irrespective
of sex, was protected by the Constitution. He gave a detailed account of women's
active role in aIl spheres of life - political, diplomatie, social,
educational etc. - and pointed out that there was no discrimination in labour law
as b~tween male and female workers except in a few areas such as the tea plantation
sector, in which there was a difference based on the nature of the work performed.

123. Replying to questions raised under article 4 of the Covenant, the Committee
was assured that none of the articles referred to in article 4, paragraph 2, of the
Covenant had been derogatad from in the emergen~y; that the conditions under which
derogations from other articles of the Covenant were permitted under the
Constitution related to the safeguarding of national security and public order, the
protection of public health and morality, and the securing of due recognition and
respect for the rights and freedoms of others; that restrictions on the rights
described in the Covenant could be imposed not only for an emergency but also on
other grounds specified in respect of each article; and that none of the
restrictions stipulated in the Constitution went beyond the restrictions recognized
by the Covenant. He informed the Committee that the necessary procedures to fulfil
Sri Lankais obligation to notify the proclamation of the state of emergency as
stipulated in this article were being devised by the relevant authorities.



124. In connection with questions put under article 6 of the Covenant, the
representative pointed out that the quality-of-life index in Sri L~nka was among
the highest in the third world; that the infant mortality rate compared favourably
even with that of sorne developed countries; that population growth had declined
sharp1y in the last decade; and that family planning clinics in his country had
existed for many years. He also gave details on capital punishment and said that
no one had been executed since 1977. He stated that there were strict laws and
regu1ations under which firearms could be used by members of the security forces;
that members of the police did not carry firearms in tne course of their normal
duties except in the case of ~n emergency; that prison officers were entitled to
cause death in apprehending an escaped prisoner; that the prison incident which
resulted in the death of 53 prisoners involved an unprecedented situdtion where
prisoners in one part of the prison had attacked prisoners in another part, that
the small number of guards within the prison had been unable to control the rioters
who had caused the death of the prisoners in question; that a magisterial inquest
had immediately been held and the proceedings had been made public in the
newspapersJ and that steps had siJ~e been taken by the authorities to prevent a
recurrence of a similar disaster. As to the eme);gency regulations regarding the
disposaI of dead bodies, he pointed out that the question of not holding a public
inquest and excluding relatives from the funeral ~~d a vital relevance in the
context of the situation in Sri Lanka; that poli~ ~ficers had no right to bury
deceased persons without an inquest unless the Sel ary of Defence decided that an
inquest was unnecessary after considering the note~ If investigation; and that the
reason for the exclusion of pE_'~ns from the funeral was to prevent attendance by
sensatfon-seeking journalists wbo might further exacêrbate the feelings of the
public.

125. With reference to questions raised under articles 7 and 10 of the Covenant,
the representative pointed out that on receipt of complaints contain:ng allegations
of torture, action would be taken to instruct the judicial medica1 officers, who
were not members of the security force, to examine the plaintiff. There had been
a1Ieg~tions made by detainees who had given evidence in court and been subjected to
cross-examination but that, on those occasions, it had been established that the
a1Iegation& were faIse and unsupported by any evidence from doctors who had
examined the detainees. Prisons were regularly inspected and every member of
Parliament had tr~ right to make surprise visits and thus complaints of
ill-treatment could be investigated and action taken where necessary.

126. In connection with comments made under article 9 of the Covenant, he stated
that the Prevention of Terrorism Act was an emergency measure; that its preamble
set out the purposes and conditions under which it had come into operation; that
the question really turned on what was meant by an imminent threat to public (L~er

and whether it could be limited to a definite period of time or should continue as
long as the threat existed from a group of people who had already used violence
against government officiaIs and institutions. He also stressed that aIl
detentions under the Act were subject to review by the courts which, IHe the
United Kingdom courts, had never been deterred by the existence of an exclusion
clause from subjecting an order to judicial review; that the writ of habeas corpus
had been resorted to in a number of cases and the reasons to arrest had to be
justifiedJ and that the Act also provided for the release or prisoners on bail in
certain circumstances. The Emergency Regulations provided that where the Secretary
to the Miniatry of Defence was of the opinion that it was necessary ta prevent a
person from acting in a manner prejudicial to national security or the maintenance
of public order or the maintenance of an essential service, or from committing any
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act of sedition or incitement to sedition, or any act of terrorism or fostering
terrorism, such a person might be detained. However, the validity of the detention
order could always be challenged in the courts and in such cases the Secretary to
the Ministry of Defence would have to satisfy the court that the order had been
made bona fide in the interests of national security and not for any collateral
purpose.

127. With respect to questions raised under article 14 of the Covenant, the
representative stated that the Constitution sought to ensure the independence of
the judiciary and provided security of tenure, fixed salaries and insulation of
judges from disciplinary controls by the Executive; and that the superior courts
could not be arbitrarily abolished or the judges removed, except by the procedures
provided for in the Constitution. Noting that the admissibility of confessions
made to police officers as evidence against defendants was part of the law of
several countries, he stressed that the Prevention of Terroricm Act, while making
confessions admissible, contained safeguards against forced o~ non-voluntary
confessions; that since no confession forced from a suspect was acceptable in a
court of law, there would be little purpose in compelling him to make such a
statement by torture or other'means; and that there was the further safeguard that
the court always looked for corroboration of a confession by testing the evidence.
He explained that it had been necessary to enact such legislation because
experience had shown that witnesses to acts of terrorism were frightened of
becominy victims in their turn if they testified against the perpetrators of such
acts. He also pointed out that the provision in the Constitution that "the burden
of proving particular facts may be placed on an accused person" was explained by
the dictum of Lord Ellenborough that where an accused person did not offer an
explanation for circumstantial evidence which pointed to his guilt, it was to be
presumed that he had no explanation to offer, that while the Constitution permitted
the burden of proof in such circumstances to he placed on the accused, the onus of
proving guilt always rested on the prosecution. It was, therefore, not
unreasonable to provide that when an accused person subsequently wished to
challenge the admissibility of his confession as being non-voluntary, the burden of
establishing the facts which had affected his mind should be placed on him.

128. Commenting on questions posed under article 15 of the Covenant, the
representative could not agree that the Prevention of Terrorism Act contained any
provisions that could be construed as having retroactively created offences, but
agreed that article 15 (1) of the Constitution which provided for restriction of
the prohibition of retroactivity could be construed as detracting from
article 13 (6) of the Constitution which prohibited retroactivity. He assured the
Committee that his Government had not hitherto invoked the provision concerned and
that he was confident that it would not do so in the future, but that the point
could be referred to the Law Commission for consideration.

129. Replying to further questions raised, he explained the historical background
for the provision in the Constitution giving to Buddhism the foremost place and
pointed out that the Constitution also stressed that the freedom of aIl Sri Lanka
citizens to practice their own religion was guaranteed, that the people were free
to establish their own places of worshipi and that the Government had been
providing assistance to people of other r~ligious faiths.

130. As regards questions raised under article 22 of the Covenant, he stated that
his Government had considered that it had a right to apply restrictions in the
interests of public safety or puLlic order, as provided for in this article, and

-27-

':1

1
'\

J.~'n"'!i!!'!s!Y;;



137. l
to the
of its
Gover
presen
and co
guaran
Gover
when t
Commit

138.
the Go
be ex
that i
should
as suc
because
that t
inadequ
many of
the vie
Committ
country
questio
Guinea
about t
to more

139. Th
general
Covenan
party 9
to arti
respons
importa
examina
person
with th
bodies"
Covenan
and the
were un
article

1

132. As regards questions put under article 25 of the Covenant, he explained that
the Fourth Arnendment to the Constitution sought to ex tend the life of Parliament by
referendum, and that far from being a diminution of the sovereignty of the people
and in conflict with article 25 of the Covenant, the referendum was an exercise of
that sovereignty. The Fourth Arnendment also stipulated that there must be a
minimum polI of 66 per cent of the entire country and that a substantial majority
of those voting must dernonstrate their wish to extend the life of parliament.
Referring to a question concerning the oath to be taken by a person under the
seventh schedule to uphold the Constitution, he pointed out that it was impossible
to uphold the Constitution and at the same time to agree to dismantling the
territory. It was open to the people of the country to amend the Constitution if
they so wished, but so long as the Constitution existed, it was not possible to
advocate separatisme

131. Responding to questions raised under article 24 of the Covenant, the
representative stated that children born out of wedlock acquired the nationality of
their rnothers, that a child born in wedlock would acquire the father's nationality;
and that if his rnother was a Sri Lankan, he would be granted Sri Lankan nationality
on application. However, there was provision for the granting of citizenship by
registration te any child born in Sri Lanka who was not entitled to citizenship by
right of descente

that there were currently no such restrictions, but that his Government preserved
its right to apply them as necessary.

133. In connection with questions raised under article 27 of the Covenant, the
representative explained the role of the Division of Hindu Religious Affairs
established under the Ministry of Regional Development, the International Hindu
Ce"tre and the Department of Moslem Religious Affairs established under the Moslem
Mosques and Charitable Trusts (Wakufs) Act in furthering religious and cultural
interests of Hindu and Moslem interests, respectively. He also informed the
Oommittee that 23 Tamil members of Parliament - 12 per cent of the total membership
of 168 ~ had been elected in the latest general elections in 1977 and that there
were several procedures for safeguarding the proper representation of minorities in
Parliament.

134. The representative stated that his Governrnent's campaign against separatist
terrorists was not directed against the country's Tamil minority group but against
those of its members who had ch osen to abandon the dernocratic political process and
to proceed instead by methods of inhuman terror with the object of creating a
separate State through armed struggle against the Government.

135. He informed the Committee that there was tremendous interest in human rights
matters at aIl levels in Sri Lanka, that the proceedings reported from Geneva
regarding the consideration of the report wouId undoubtedly be given full coverage;
that there would be questions in Parliament not only about the Committee's
proceedings but probably also about the performance of members of the delegation;
and that the Governrnent would give serious attention and consideration to what had
occurred and would no doubt await the Committee's report on the hearing. Sorne
further observations by members of the Committee were also replied to.



ed
Guinea

'1 of
ity;
litY,
by

it
: by
le
of

:y

,le

lf

.em

:hip

: in

Ist
and

.s

gel

;
ad

136. The Committee considered the initial report of Guinea (CCPR/C/6/Add.5) at its
475th, 476th, 485th and 486th meetings, held on 2 and 9 November 1983
(CCPR/C/SR.475, 476, 485, and 486), in the absence of a representative from the
State party. The decision to do so had been taken in accordance with
recommendations made by a working group and after debate in the Committee
(CCPR/C/SR.473) •

137. It was recalled that at its nineteenth session the Committee had pointed out
to the ~vernment of Guinea, through the Secretary-General, that the consideration
of its initial report had been postponed on four occasions in the hope that the
Government of Guinea would agree to its request that the report be ~~amined in the
presence of representatives of the Government with a view to conducting a useful
and constructive dialogue on the promotion and implementation of the human rights
guaranteed in the Covenant; and that in view of the brevity of the report, the
Government had also been requested to provide supplementary information at the time
when the report was considered in the interest of greater conformity with the
Committee's ~uidelines.

138. The Committee regretted that no response to its request had been received from
the Government of Guinea and that for the first time a State report would have to
be examined in the absence of a representative from that country. It was stressed
that it was the Committee's established principle that reports of states parties
should be discussed with the active support of government representatives in so far
as such procedure was helpful both for the Committee itself and for the Government,
because it facilitated mutual understanding and promoted fruitful co-operation; and
that the initial report of Guinea was brief and incomplete since it contained
inadequate information on legislation and practices and made no reference at aIl to
many of the articles of the Covenant. Notwithstanding the foregoing considerations
the view prevailed that under article 40 of the Covenant, ft was the dutY of the
Committee to examine the report before it whether a representative from that
country was present or not and it was decided to proceed with comments and
questions in the hope that through the relevant summary records the Government of
Guinea would understand the areas in which the Committee had expressed concern
about the implementation of the Covenant and that the present procedure would lead
to more active co-operation in the future.

139. The Committee noted that part l of the report contained statements of a
general nature, inter alia, that "citizens of Guinea felt no need to invoke the
Covenant because national legislation was at a more advanced stage"; that the State
party guaranteed the application of the provisions of the Covenant; that according
to article 35 of the Constitution "The President of the Republic shaH be
responsible for ensuring the independence of the judicial authorityn; that "any
important decision of a general character is always the subject of critical
examination at aIl levels of the structure of the Party and the State ••• n, that na
person who claims that any of his rights have been violated may lodge a complaint
with the different levels of the Revolutionary Power or the different judicfal
bodies n, that part II of the report (Information relating to articles of the
Covenant) briefly referred to the right of self-determination, non-discrimination
and the position of women and stated that "slavery, torture and arbitrary arrest
were unknownn in the country, and that the report contained no information on
articles 4, 6, Il to 13, 17 to 22, 24 and 25 to 27 of the Covenant.
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140. Referring to part l of the report, members noted that the report failed to
give a full description of the judicial organization or of the role of the Party,
that the role of the judiciary should have been better presented so that the
Committee could know what remedies were available to individuals alleging violation
of their rights, in particular whether remedies existed in the event of violations
of individual rights under the Covenant by Government officiaIs, whether Party
officiaIs wielded public power which might affect the enjoyment by private citizens
of the rights guaranteed under the Covenant and whether there were any rememdies
against actions of Party officiaIs. It was concluded that the provisions of
article 35 of the Constitution did not satisfy the requirements of article 2,
subparagraphs 3 (a) and (b), of the Covenant.

141. Pointing to the 13tatement in part l of the report that the Constitution of
Guinea respected and guaranteed to aIl individuals within its territory the rights
recognized by the Covenant without distinction of any kind, it was asked whether
the Covenant had been ratified by enactment of a law and had accordingly become the
law of the land so that its provisions might be invoked before the courts and
administrative authorities.

142. Referring to part II of the report, one member pointed out that the report was
too concise to provide the Committee with information on points concerning which
Guinea had a reputation of having a satisfactory record, such as the right of
self-determination, non-discrimination, the granting of equal privileges and the
imposition of equal obligations for any African who established him~elf in the
national territory, and equality between men and women with regard ta aIl civil and
political rights. In this connection, sorne members noted with appreciation that
Guinea had ratified the Convention on the Elimination of AlI Form of Discrimination
against Women and that the People' s National Assembly IneLuded over 50 women out of
210 deputies. Further information was requested in this connection as to whether
there were laws providing for equal remuneration of women and men for work of equal
value, what was the rate of maternaI illness and mortality, and what measures were
heing taken to reduce it.

143. Referring to the last sentence of part II, one member stressed that it would
he interesting to know what measures had been taken to make it possible that
slavery, torture and arbitrary arrest were unknown in the country, and that other
States should be informed about Guinea's experience, as required by article 40.

144. It then was suggested that the Government of Guinea should provide further
information with regard to issues or problem areas of particular relevance to
rights not permitting of derogation such as detention without trial, treatment of
detainees and conditions of detention, death by execution or otharwise,
disappearances and trials.

145. With regard to articles 6 and 7 of the Covenant, it was observed with concern
that information from many sources indicated that a large number of executions had
taken place in Guinea, sorne of them not even complying with the domestic law, that
a number of persons in Guinea had died in prison as a result of torture or of the
so-called "black diet", which consisted in denying any food and water to detaineesl
and that disappearances of persons had been reported, which also constituted a
violation of article 17 in so far as the family of the disappeared was not informed
of his whereabouts. It was also observed in this connection that article 6,
paragraph 6, clearly looked towards the abolition of the death penalty and it was
asked whether Guinea had given thought to its abolition.
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146. Referring to article 9 of the Covenant, one member asked whether there were
any special legal enactments which would provide for the arrest and detention of
political opponents, or whether the Head of State held discretionary powers not
defined by laws. It was noted in this connection that a number of arbit~ary

arrests of persons with differing political opinion had been reported. Information
was requested in this connection as to whether a state of emergency existed in
Guinea in respect of political prisoners and, if so, whether the provisions of
article 4, paragraph 3, of the Covenant had been complied with.
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147. with regard to article 10, reference was made to inhuman prison conditions,
inter alia, that prisoners were held incommunicado in tiny cells. It was pointed
out, with regard to the treatment of prisoners, that particular attention should be
given by the State party - apart from article 10 - to article 7 and the general
comments adopted by the Committee. It was suggested that a copy of the Standard
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners should be transmitted to the
Government of Guinea which subsequently should provide information on the steps
taken to comply with those requirements.

148. As regards article 12, one member asked whether emigration laws existed, how
many persons had made use of them and whether people were prevented from leaving
the country.

149. As regards article 14 of the Covenant, members noted that article 38 of the
Constitution of Guinea stated only that the judicial organization of the Republic
should be established by law and that article 35 of the Constitution provided,
inter alia, that the President of the Republic should be responsible for ensuring
the independence of the judicial authority. They sought information on what courts
existeo, who the judges were, how judges were appointed, what were their
qualifications and under what circumstances they may be dismissed, and whether
there were genuine guarantees of the independence and impartiality of the judiciary
in accordance with article 14 of the Covenant. Members were of the opinion that it
was necessary to clarify the whole situation with regard ta such trials, which
apparently were not conducted by ordinary courts but by the Central Committee of
the Party, the National Assembly and standing revolutionary committees.

150. Pointing out that according to the report every citizen could have the
services of a lawyer free of charge for grave political crimes such as treason,
information was sought as to whether no such right existed for persons charged with
less serious offences, explanations were also requested about a provision in the
Constitution, namely that the presence of a foreign lawyer who already shared the
views of the accused was nct allowed, further questions were asked concerning the
institutional aspect of assistance by legal counsel which according to the Covenant
presupposed the existence of independent lawyers not acting under Government
instructions but responsible only to the accused person, in this connection
attention was drawn to sorne reports, that lawyers in Guinea were organized as
public officiaIs under the instructions of the Government•

151. Referring to the principle of presumption of innocence enshrined in
article 14, information was sought on the use of confessions, particularly whether
confessions made beforeopolice authorities were accepted as such or had to be
reviewed before the judge.

152. Members further asked how political rights in general were guaranteed in a
one-party State such as Guinea, where sorne degree of political freedom would be
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necessary in order to ensure eomplianee with artieles 19, 21, 22 and 25 of the
Covenant and, more partieularly, with the prineiples of politieal
non-diserimination as set forth in artiele 2, paragraph 1, and artiele 26 of the
Covenant. In this eonneetion information was sought on whether a free independent
press existed in the eountry.

153. Referring to artie1e 27, one member drew attention to information he had
received to the effeet that the Peul ethnie group suffered discrimination and
perseeution by the authorities in Guinea.

154. Referring, inter alia, to article 44 of the Guinean Constitution, a member
asked to what extent public education was free and compulsory and what meahures had
been taken to ensure that young people received an education in accordance with the
spirit of the Covenant.

155. After consideration of the report, the Committee learned that on
4 November 1983 three representatives of the Government of Guinea had visited the
Human Rights Liaison Office in New York and had conveyed the firm wish of their
Government to fulfil its reporting obligations under the Covenant in future and had
b1amed laek of co-ordination for the Government's failure to respond to the various
requests sent to it. They also indicated the need for specialized training in
human rights matters for officiaIs in charge of the preparation of the report. Th~

Committee took note of this visit expressing appreciation at Guinea's reaction,
though unoffieial, to its eonsideration of the report.

156. In eonelusion, members of the Committee decided to request a new report from
the Government of Guinea not later than 30 September 1984, which should be prepared
in aeeordance with the Committee's general guidelines as to the form and content of
States reports under artiele 40 and most partieularly should keep in view the
questions and eomments made by members of the Committee during the consideration of
the first report.

157. The Committee considered that in the relevant letter of the Chairman to the
Government of Guinea positive reference should be made to the unofficial contact by
the three representatives of the Government in New York. The Committee also
deelared its willingness to provide assistanee to the Government in the discharge
of its reporting obligations under the Covenant.

158. The Committee at its twenty-first session was informed orally by the
representative of Guinea of the new Government's declaration of intent with regard
to human rights and about the effeeted release of aIl political prisoners in
Guinea. The representative requested, on behalf of his Government, the Committee's
assistanee, by way of the Seeretariat, in meeting its international obligations.

159. The Chairman of the Committee then invited the representative of Guinea to
draw his Government's attention to the deeision of the Committee adopted at its
twentieth session when the initial report of Guinea had been considered in absentia.

160. At its twenty-second session, the Committee decided to authorize one of its
members, Mr. Ndiaye, to make himself available for consultations with the
Government of Guinea with a view to aseertaining the ways in which the Government
cou1d be assisted in fulfilling its reporting obligations under the Covenant.
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161. The Committee considered the initial report of New Zealand (CCPR/C/IO/Add.6)
including the reports on Niue and Tokelau (CCPR/C/IO/Add.lO and Il) at its
481st, 482nd and 487th meetings, held on 7 and 10 November 1983
(CCPR/C/SR.481, 482 and 487).
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162. The report was introduced by the representative of the State party who pointed
out that, before his country had ratified the Convenant, it had found it necessary
to undertake an extensive review of domestic law and practice owing to his
country's wish to ensure scrupulous compliance with the obligations which it had
been about to accept and to the fact that New Zealand had neither a written
constitution nor a bill of rights. He referred to the means by which the rights
set forth in the Covenant were secured and protected in New Zealand and to the
major pieces of legislation adopted following that review to prornote human rights
in his country, i.e. the Human Rights Commission Act 1977. He emphasized the
long-standing recognition by te executive and legislative branches of government
that the absence of formaI restraint on the authority of Parliament to legislate
did not sanction legislation that invaded individual liberties, as weIl as the
existence of an alert, informed and critical public opinion that found expression
in a free press.

163. The representative also informed the Committee of a number of relevant
developments which had taken place in his country since the submission of the
report, notably, the entry into force of the Official Information Act 1982 which
created a statutory presumption that official information was to be made available
unless there was good reason for withholding it on one of the grounds specified in
the Act, the Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act 1982 concerning the citizenship of a
large number of Western Samoans and the Industrial Law Reform Bill recently
introduced in the Parliament and designed, inter alia, to ensure that mernbership in
trade unions was voluntary.

164. Members of the Committee commended the excellence and comprehensiveness of the
report in so far as it fulfilled the requirements set out in the Convenant and was
consistent with the guidelines laid down by the Committee. Noting the wide-ranging
activities of the New Zealand Human Rights Commission, members requested more
information on its educational programmes and asked whether teaching about human
rights was included in the curricula of schools and universities and in the
professional training of lawyers, police officiaIs, security services, civil
servants and teachers. It was also asked whether only the act of accession to the
Covenant was published or the text of the Covenant as weIl and, if so, in what
language.

165. As regards article 1 of the Covenant, information was requested about the
efforts made by new Zealand for the effective promotion of the principles laid down
in this article and, particularly, about its position with regard to Namibia and
Palestine.

166. Commenting on article 2 of the Covenant, members referred to the Race
Relations Act and wondered why the Act, which had recently been promulgated and
which prohibited discrimination on several grounds, had failed to mention
discrimination on grounds of political or other opinion, property, birth or other
status as provided for in this article, and what justification was there for
educational establishments to be maintained wholly or principally for students or

.,'
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one race or colour as mentioned in the Act. In this connection, reference was made
to the recently enacted Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act 1982 and an explanation was
requested of the human rights issues, mainly dealt with in article 2, paragraph l,
article 12, paragraph 4, and article 24, paragraph 3 of the Covenant, to which this
Act had given rise. Noting that the incorporation of the provisions of the
Covenant in domestic legislation and the granting of superior status to those
provisions was a very efficient means of meeting the requirements of article 2,
paragraph 2 of the Covenant, as that enabled the provisions of the Covenant to be
invoked directly before the courts and the administrative authorities and prevented
Parliament from enacting legislation that could restrict individual rights contrary
to those provisions, members asked whether any proposaIs had been made for enacting
a bill of rights. Noting that the common law system in New Zealand was based on
precedent rather than on written law, one member asked how the opinions of judges
in New Zealand were adapted to contemporary situations, what framework governed the
exercise of their discretion and what guarantees existed to ensure that they
complied with New Zealand's obligations under the Covenant.

167. More information was requested on the terms of refere~ce and functioning of
the New Zealand Human Rights Commission, the Ombudsman and the Race Relations
Conciliator and it was asked whether the Commission's and the Ombudsman's power of
investigation extended to breaches of the rights and freedoms recognized in the
Convenant and to acts commited by local government officersl who removed the
ombudsman and members of the Commission and on what basis their removal could be
effectedl what ha~ been, since its establishment, the number and subject of
investigations carried out by the Commission, and of civil actions it had brought
before the Equal Opportunities Tribunal, whether complaints were brought to the
Equal Opportunities Tribunal more frequently by the Commission or by individuals
themselves, and whether referral of complaints to the Conciliator precluded
referral to the courts.

168. with respect to article 3 of the Convenant, members appreciated the honesty of
the Government in describing frankly the difficulties encountered in applying this
article and welcomed the efforts made to improve th~ situation. They requested
information about the percentage of females attending high schools and universities
as weIl as their numbers in the variuos professions and in Parliament and the
foreign service. It was also asked whether the objective sought by the adoption of
the Equal Pay Act 1972 had been attained.

169. In relation to article 6 of the Covenant, sorne members pointed out that the
right to life included other aspects than those mentioned in the report regarding
the death sentence and requested information on infant mortality, particularly in
ethnie communities such as the Maoris, and on whether the figures varied with
regard to urban or rural population or a particular category of population.

170. In connection with articles 7 and 10 of the Covenant, explanation was
requested of a statement in the report to the effect that, with certain limited
exceptions, the pe~son adversely affected cannot take the law into his own handsl
and it was asked whether corporal punishment had been abolished and what were the
forms of punishment that could be inflicted on pupils and whether any abuses were
committed. Concern was expressed in the Committee that, in theory, it was possible
under New Zealand law to convict a child aged between 10 and 14 years, since
children under 18 years of age required rehabilitation rather than punishrnent, and
that the reeervation made by New Zealand concerning the segregation of ju~enile

ottendera from adulte did not seem to be a matter of necessity and shortage of
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suitable facilities but one of deliberate choice. Information was requested on New
Zealand's success with the rehabilitation of prisoners and on the contents of the
police instructions used in the only prison on the Island of Niue in the absence of
any local rules and regulations governing the administration of prisons. Noting
that in the case of Tokelau, where there was no prison, prisoners had to be
transferred to New Zealand prisons, one member pointed out that such a procedure
made visits by families and friends extremely difficult and couId lead to unduly
harsh conditions of confinement. With reference also to article 18 of the
Covenant, it was noted that, according to the report, a prisoner couId be required
to attend the services of a denomination to which he belonged, and it was pointed
out that this seemed to be an infringement of the right to freedom of religion and
conscience consecrated in the Covenant.

171. Cornrnenting on article 9 of the Covenant, members recalled that the Cornrnittee
had been in favour of a broad Interpretation of the concept of deprivation of
liberty and noted that the report seemed to be confined to cases of arrest and
detention under criminal law. They stressed the need for safeguards to protect the
rights of those detained on other grounds such as infectious diseases, vagrancy,
unsound mind and so forth and asked whether New Zealand had taken steps in that
direction.

172. As regards article 14 of the Covenant, it was asked why it had been considered
necess~ry to establish an Equal Opportunities Tribunal in New Zealand, whether the
Judicial Cornrnittee of the Privy Council tried cases and what its functions and
powers were, what was the composition of the Children and Young Persons' court and
what recourse procedure was available against its decisionsl whether the cost of
litigation was a problem in New Zealand and, if so, what was being done about it,
who paid for Interpretation services when an accused person or a witness did not
speak or understand English, and whether there existed purely moral means of
compensation, sueh as publication in newspapers of the decision rescinding a
sentence.

173. As regards article 17 of the Covenant, it was asked whether citizens were
protected against possible abuse in the handling of the computer-based information
system referred to in the report; what procedures were available to them in the
event of unwarranted intrusion upon their privacy and whether they could claim
compensation for it. Noting that the monitoring of telephone calls was regulated
in New Zealand by legislation, but that the Human Rights Commission was granted
sorne authority in the area of respect for privacy, one member asked whether the
Commission had ever examined the application of the New Zealand Security
Intelligence Service Act 1969 and the Misuse of Drugs Arnendment Act 1978 and, if
so, whether it had made any eomments or recommendations, and whether any new
measures to improve the protection of privacy had been initiated or were planned
for the future.

174. In connection with articles 18 and 19 of the Covenant, it was asked whether
the New Zealand authorities had taken specifie measures to protect the Maori
religion, what specifie means were available to ensure freedom of expression and
opinion, whether section 123 of te Crimes Act 1961 relating to blasphemous libel
was fully compatible with the Covenant, to what extent it was applied, whether any
proceedings had been intitiated under it during the past 10 years and what had been
the decisions of the courts.
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175. Referring to the reservation made by New Zealand with regard to article 20 and
recalling that the Committee had expressed the view that prohibition of war
prop&ganda was compatible with freedom of opinion, sorne members wondered whether
New Zealand might not consider withdrawing its reservation on that article.

176. In relation to article 22 of the Covenant, it was asked what was the
justification for the refusaI to register a union which fulfilled satisfactorily
the conditions required for registration on the pretext that the interests of its
members might be represented adequately by an already existing union.

177. with respect to articles 25 and 27 of the Covenant, it was asked what criteria
had been followed to determine who was a Maori and to set the number of Maori seats
in Parliament at four, whether the administration recruited a percentage of Maoris
proportionate to their number, whether there was Any legislation to protect Maoris'
fishing rights and to prevent the pollution of their fishing grounds, whether a
person who had been educated in Tokelau could find employment in New Zealand,
whether the Tokelauans could enjoy the benefit of aIl the resources in this
exclusive economic zone recognized as such by New Zealand under an agreement with
them, whether there had been any encroachmenl; for economic reasons, on the lands
and other property rights of indigenous peoples, and what were the practical
results of the measures taken in favour of the Maori and Pacifie island peoples.

178. Replying to questions raised by Committee members, the representative of the
State party explained that in order to promote education in the field of human
rights, the New Zealand Human Rights Commission organized lectures in schools,
arranged weekend forums for senior students and had a library of video material
ready for di~tribution, and arranged lectures and seminars for police officers,
public servants, lawyers and university students. The Convenant had been published
in English, and pamphlets explaining its provisions had been published in English,
Maori and aIl the relevant Pacifie Island languages, in addition, copies of the
report of New Zealand to the Human Rights Committee were available in public
lihraries.

179. Replying to questions posed under article 1 of the Covenant, the
representative stated that for many years his country had defended the right of
self-determination of the peoples of southern Africa and Palestine in the United
Nations and in other international bodies, and he gave details about his country's
policies in this regard.

180. As regards article 2 of the Covenant, the representative pointed out that the
limited coverage of distinctions in the Race Relations Act did not reflect a belief
that discrimination on grounds specified in article 2, paragraph 1, either existed
or was permissible, since one of the basic principles of the New Zealand legal
system was the equality of aIl persons before the law, that no person could cl&im
preferential rights on the basis of Any of the distinctions referred to in this
article, or could be placed at a disadvantage under the law by reference to such
distinctions. He also stated that maintaining an educational establishment for
students of one race was in conformity with article l, paragraph 4, of the
International Convention on the Elimination of AlI Forms of Racial Discrimination
which authorized "special measures taken for the sole purpose of securing adequate
advancement of certain racial or ethnie groups or individuals", that there were no
schools in New Zealand reserved for the majority race (Europeans), but that there
were certain schools reserved for Maoris for the specifie purpose of promoting the
advancement of the Maori people. Replying to a question concerning the implications
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of the enactment of the Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act, he gave a detail~d account
of the historical background since the attainment of independence by Westl,rn Samoa
in 1962 and pointed out that the Act was in conformity with the fundamental
principles of international law based on the concept of the State having
responsibility for a specific territory and a specifie population and with a dacree
issued by Western Samoa in 1959 under which the acquisition of another citizenship
automatically entailed the loss of Samoan nationality. The two states had
therefore agreed on the principles and procedures to follow in matters concerning
citizenship and migraton, by adopting a protocol relating to the Treaty of
Friendship.

181. Regarding the question whether the protection of human rights was adequate in
the absence of a basic law detailing those rights, the representative repeated what
he had said in his introductory statement in this respect, he briefed the Committee
on the growing debate in his country as to whether a Bill of Rights was needed ais a
super guarantee of human rights and stated that his Government so far had been of
the opinion tha the guarantees offered by a written Constitution and a Bill of
Rights were not significantly superior to New Zealand's unwritten Constitution and
that the conscience of the people, including those who wielded power, was the
ultimate guarantee of the protection of human rights. He also explained that the
doctrine under which courts were generally bound by prior decisions was not an
inflexible one, and that the common law had repeatedly shown itself to be a living
and dynamic system, that in areas where the common law had not develop~d rapidly
enough or had been found Inadequate for some other reason, statute law bearing on
human rights had been introduced as required.

182. The representative provided more information on the powers and the functioning
of the New Zealand Human Rights Commission and the Ombudsman, whose power extended
to local bodies as weIl as to central government and could investigate any matter
referred to them by a Parliamentary Committee or the Prime Minister. He explained
the grounds on which the Ombudsman was able to determine that a complaint about
administrative action was justified and referred to certain cases to demonstrate
that the Ombudsman promoted the rights recognized by the Covenant. He pointed out
that since the Chief Ombudsman, or an Ombudsman nominated by him, was a member of
the New Zealand Human Rights COinrnission, the possibility of any conflict between
the two institutions was greatly reduced, and indicated that the removal irom
office of an Ombudsman required parliamentary approval since he was an officer of
Parliament. He also informed the Committee that from 1979 to 1983 the Human nights
Commission had undertaken more than 2,000 investigations, mostly conoerning
discrimination on grounds of sex, that most complaints had been settled without
recourse to the Equal Opportunities Tribunal, and that the Equal Opport!lnities
Tribunal had heard seven cases relating to sexual, religious and racial
discrimination, with the Commission taking action on three occasions on behalf of
groups, as compared to action initiated on four occasions by individuals. Replying
to another question, ~e indicated that if an act or an omission was unlawful by
virtue of the provisions of the Human Rights Commission Act and the Race Relations
Act alone, the aggrieved person had to use the procedure provided for in the two
Acts and that, subject to that provision, nothing in either Act affected the right
to hring civil or criminal proceedinqs which might have been brought if the
legislation had not been passed.
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193. As regards article 3 of the Covenant, the representative explained the major
efforts which had been made to increase educationa1 opportunities for women and
gave impressive statist;cs showing the percentage of female enrolment in various
educational institutes and universities as weIl as in professional and technical
occupations and in the diplomatie service. Noting that Government Service Equal
Pay Act, 1960, had been extended in 1980 to cover emoluments other than base wages
and salaries, he pointed out that aIl measures taken to achieve equal opportunitiès
in employment in the private sector, including the Equal Pay Act, had been
implementedl that guidelines had later been established to arrive at equitable pay
levels for both sexeSI and that, according to the 1981 census, the average ordinary
wage of women in industrial occupations was 76.4 per cent of the average male wage.

184. Replying to questions raised under article 6 of the Covenant, he informed the
Committee that infant mortality rates in New Zealand had generally decreased over
the past 10 yearsl that his country occupied an intermediate position in the infant
mortality rates of developed countries, except in the case of the post-neonatal
infant mortality rates, for which New Zealand ranked highest among the developed
countries, the major reason being the sudden infant de3th syndrome whose nature and
high incidence in his country were not yet understood; that differences in urban
and rural life expectancy might exist but that no relevant statistics were
currently available.

185. In connection with questions posed under articles 7 and 10 of the Covenant,
the representative stated that, in certain specified cases, New Zealand's law
allowed for private justice whereby it recogn' '~d a very limited power of citizen's
arrest, but if that limited power was exceeded, the person involved exposed himself
to criminal and civil liabilitYI that corporal punishment or flogging had been
abolished a long time agol that the Children and Young Persons Act provided special
procedure and special protection for ali young persons who had committed offences;
that the practice was to segregate persons under the age of 17 from other offenders
and to keep their detention as short as possiblel and that the Minister of Justice
was considering a proposaI to establish two experirnental regional prison~ for
offenders aged 17 and over. He noted the concern voiced in the Committe~ that the
New Zealand Police Instructions referr.ed to in the report on Niue did not have
force of law in Niue and therefore might not be in compliance with the Covenant and
that he would convey that view to the Niuan authorities. Stressing that the
initiative for the transfer of Tokelauan prisoners ta New Zealand prisons did not
lie with the New Zealand Government, he indicated that if family members of friends
travelled to New Zealand to visit the prisoners, the Justice Department would
permit extended visiting timesl that the New Zealand Prisoners' Act and
Rehabilitation Society would assist in finding accommodation for visitors but there
was no provision for financial assistance from the Government. He acknowledged
that the question concerning the Penal Institutions Regulations under which a
prisoner might be required to attend the religious service of a denomination to
which he belonged was a penetrating one which would be referred to the competent
New Zealand authorities.

186. With respect to questions raised under article 9 of the Covenant, he admitted
that the portion of the report dealing with this article could have been ~poader in
scope, since the liberty of the person couId be affected by means other than the
application of criminal law. In this connection he stated 'that the rights of
persons placed in mental institutions against their will were safeguarded under the
Mental Health Act which contained provisions for the commital, care, treatment and
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discharge of such patients and their right of appeal, i.e. to a judge of the High
Court who could order an inquiry and order the patient's discharge if deemed
appropriate.

187. Replying to questions posed under article 14 of the Covenant, the
representative stated that the Equal Opportunities Tribunal was established because
the technique of special tribunals, which had been widely ussd in this country, had
been thought to have advantages in terms of continuity of experience, specialist
membership, flexibility of proceaure and the expeditious dispatch of cases brought
befo~e them; that the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, inter alia, heard
appeals from members of the Commonwealth which had not abolished such final appeal
from their own courts, and that, since New Zealand had not done so, the Judicial
Committee was its supreme judicial body; that the Childr~n and Young Persons' Court
was composed of à district court judge; that eliçibility for legal aid now covered
only persons with very low income and that a recommendation made in 1983 to extend
that aid to people with modest incomes was being studied by the Government; and
that material or moral compensation, as such, did not exist formally in New Zealand
law but that as a matter of practice, compensation was paid on an ex gratia basis.

188. In connection with questions raised under article 17 of the Covenant, he
stated that the New' Zealand Human Rights Commission had not yet examine~ the
operation of the New Zealand Security Intelligence Service Act, 1969; tnat the
Computer Centre was excluded from the Commission's jurisdiction and that the Chief
ombudsman had already conducted an inve~tigation into the Security In'telligence
Service.

189. As regards questions raised unde~ articles 18 and 19 of the Covenant, the
representative stated that no specifie measures had been taken with respect to the
Maori religion, as distinct from Maori culture and language, and that those Maoris
who professed a religion had generally adopted the Christian faith; that freedom of
expression and opinion was a fundamental principle of New Zealand common law; that
sorne limitations and restrictions imposed by both common law and statute were
thought to be compatible with the Covenant; and that the problem of the
compatibility of section 123 of the Crimes Act 1961 relating to blasphemous libel
with article 19 (3) of the Covenant wouId have to be brought to the attention of
his authorities for consideration.

190. Commenting on questions put to him regarding New Zealand's reservations on
article 20 of the Covenant, he stated that there was no current problem of war
propaganda in his country and that, if such a p~oblem arose, the need for
legislation making war propaganda a specifie offence could be reconsidered.

191. Replying to a question raised under article 22 of the Covenant, the
representative explained that an essential feature of the system established by the
Industrial Relations Act was that only one registered union could cover a
particular category of workers; that there was a right of appeal to the Arbitration
Court against refusaI to register a union on the grounds that its members cou1d be
represented adequately by an existing union; that the fai1ure to register a union
did not mean that it ceased to exist but rather that it was deprived of the
benefits that f10wed from registration; and that in his Government's view. this
restriction was permissib1e under the terms of article 22, paragraph 2, oi the
Covenant.

192. with respect to questions raised nnder articles 25 and 27 of the Covenant, the
representative exp1ained how the 1aw determined who was Maori for the purpose of
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elections and pointed out that, in practice, persons of Maori descent were not
required, when enrolling, to produce any evidence of their ancestry and that people
had a certain freedom of choice as to whether they enrolled in one type of
electorate or another. The answer to the question concerning the allocation of
only four Maori seats in Parliament was that a number of Maoris chose to enrol on
the non-Maori roll. The total on Maori electoral rolls currently made up
3.72 per cent of the total on all-electoral rolls. In 1967, the electoral law had
made it possible for a person registered as a Maori elector to stand for Parliament
in any electorate. At ~resent there were six Maori members of Parliament - four in
the Maori seats and two in others. He also pointed out that several areas in his
country were recognized by legislation as reserves where Maoris had exclusive
fishing rights and that a full 200-mile exclusive economic zone had been
established around Tokelau and that aIl the resources of that zone belonged to the
people of that Island. Replying to other questions, he stated that the Treaty of
Waitangi of 1840 had confirmed and guaranteed to the Maori people the possession of
their lands, estates, forests and fisheriesJ that there was still a strong feeling
of injustice among sorne minority groups with respect to a number of land claimsJ
that there was now a markedly more sympathetic attitude to land claimsJ that it was
the Government's general policy to revert land that was no longer required for the
purposes for which it had been acquired from the original owners and that payment
of compensation was now authorized for the descendants of those who had been
dispossessed of their lands the previous century. He informed the Committee of the
wide range of educational and social programmes which had been established and
which had contributed in many ways to the advancement of the Maori people and he
admitted that more had still to he done for them as weIl as for other minority
groups.

Yugoslavia

193. Sinee the second periodic report of Yugoslavia was the first of its kind for
any State party to be considered various ways and means for approaching and
proceeding with the study of second periodic reports in general were discussed by
the Committee at its twentieth session, 466th and 480th meetings, held on
25 October and 4 November 1983 (CCPR/C/SR.466 and 480/Add.l). The Committee took
into account, in this connection, the guidelines adopted at its thirteenth session
regarding the form and contents of reports from S:ates parties under article 40,
paragraph 1 (b) of the Covenant (CCPR/C/20) 1lI and the suggestions made in that
regard by itf.J Working Group on General Comments (see para. 59).

194. In pursuance of paragraph (i) of the statement on its duties under article 40
of the Covenant, adopted at its eleventh session (CCPR/C/18), 1dI the Committee
during the twentieth session entrusted a working group of three members to review
the information sa far received by the Committee in order to identify those matters
which would seem most helpful to diseuss with the representatives of th~ reporting
State. The working group prepared a list of questions to be put to the Yugoslav
representative, inter alia, dealing with progress made and measures taken by the
Government of Yugoslavia sinee the consideration of its initial report to implement
the provisions of the Cbvenant and defining particular areas of concern under a
number of articles. The list elaborated by the working group and subsequently
supplemented by the Committee was transmitted to the Yugoslav delegation prier to
its appearance before the Committee, together with a note stressing that the
Yugoslav delegation sbould also expect sorne questions regarding other articles of
the Covenant. With a view to achieving a more constructive and richer dialogue,
the Committee also agreed with the concurrence of the representatives of
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Yugoslavia, to use a method - different from the one used for the consideration of
initial reports - which provided for immediate responses by the representatives to

Jle questions that had been posed.

* * *
:1

195. The Cornrnittee considered the second periodic report of Yugoslavia
~d (CCPR/C/28/Add.l) at its 483rd, 484th and 488th meetings, held on 8 and
ent 10 November 1983 (CCPR/C/SR.483, 484 and 488). The report was introduced by the
in representative of the State party who noted that Yugoslavia's second periodic

S report consisted primarily of answers to questions put by mernbers of the Cornrnittee
during consideration of Yugoslavia's initial report. The representative stated
that while no major amendments to Yugoslav legislation pertaining to civil and

he political rights had been adopted during the second reporting period, major efforts
f had been directed towards ensuring the fuller implementation of existing
of regulations. In this connection, he stated that exceptional efforts had been made

ng to strengthen "self-management", which was seen as the basic pre-condition for
realizing and promoting both individual rights and freedoms and for ensuring full

was equality of the various nationalities in his country~ that the Assembly of the
he Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia had examined in detail the question of the
it realization of constitutional rights, freedoms, obligations and responsibilities of

citizens and working people and had called upon the Federal Government to repott on
the the practical steps taken to promote and protect such rights and freedomsJ that the

Federal Chamber of the Assembly had decided to conduct regular reviews relating to
the actual exercise and protection of constitutional rights and freedoms and to the
execution of Yugoslavia's international obligations and had proposed to the other
charnber of the Assembly - the Chamber of Republics and Provinces - to provide for
similar concrete action in areas within its competence.

196. The representative of the State party also referred to various human rights'
lr public information and education activities, citing, in particular, the fact that

the news media had conducted public debates on human rights issues, that human
~ rights topics were incorporated in school curricula and that a conference had been

organized by the Federal Supreme Court in 1981 to acquaint officiaIs of various
Jk national institutions, including judges, public prosecutors and police authorities,
lon with international human rights provisions and to provide guidance in the domestic

implementation of these rights.
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197. Members of the Committee expressed their appreciation to the Government of
Yugoslavia for its second periodic report, parts of which they considered
ir~ressive and demonstrating that the highest political organs of the reporting
State took a direct interest in human rights questions. With regard to the
report's format, however, regret was expressed that the Cornrnittee's guidelines for
the preparation of second periodic reports (CCPR/C/20) 12/ had not been fully
observed and that an article by article approach was not followed.

Progress in the implementation of the Covenant

198. With regard to progress in irnplementing the Covenant's provisions,
clarifications were requested concerning the reasons prompting a review of the
realization and protection of constitutional rights by the Assembly and about the
eventual results of such a review and further information regarding problems and
difficulties being encountered. In élddition, questions were asked concerning the
accomplishment of a special working body which, according to the report, had been
set up to monitor the implementation of the recornmendations adopted by the Federal
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Chamber of the Assembly. More information was also sought about the impact of the
consideration by the Committee of Yugoslavia's initial report, particularly whether
information about the activities of the Human Rights Committee, including its
comments on the report, had been made available to the above-mentioned special
working body and similar groups.

199. Referring to information received by the Committee from other sources about
various initiatives taken by groups in Yugoslavia to amend the Constitution and to
improve the Implementation of human rights, it was asked what the fate of these
initiatives had been.

200. In his reply, the representative of the State party attributed the lack of
specifies regarding human rights developments primarily to the fact that the
various bodies established to monitor the Implementation of various recommendations
made and reviews undertaken by the Assembly and its Chambers had only been in
existence for a year or so and had not issued any reports as yet.

201. As an example of existing shortcomings and difficulties experienced, he cited
a finding by a working group of the Assembly that since the exercise of some human
rights was linked to economic factors regulated, under self-management, by
collectives and the organizations of associated labour, situations existed that
often were not in conformity with existing federal, republican and provincial
statutes. The constitutional courts, if seized with such matters, were able to
provide remedies, he noted.

202. In reply to a question as to whether there had been any court decisions
directly applying the Covenant, the representative cited, inter alia, a passport
case before the Constitutional Court where the federal statute had been upheld as
being "in accordance with international obligations".

203. Finally, the representative asserted that the protection of human rights and
the dissemination of relevant information was being adequately handled by the
media, particularly the broadcasting bodies and newspaper~, which devoted much time
and space to individual complaints and their remedies, that school programmes and
the organizing of human rights days were also devoted to the dissemination of
information on human rights, and that the human rights instruments ratified by
Yugoslavia had been published in th~ languages of the various nat!onalities.

Right of peoples to self-determination

204. Turning to the specifie articles of the Covenant and with specifie reference
under article l to Yugoslavia's reported active involvement in the struggle for
recognition and expansion of human rights and its important role in the realization
of the rights of peoples to self-determination, it was asked what had been done to
promote the rights of minorities in Yugoslavia, how self-management was applied in
concrete terms to the different nationalities of the Yugo:.!l1av population, in
conformity with the principles of the Covenant, how equality was achieved between
those nationalities, and what were the legal provisions on ethnie rninorities in the
Constitutions of the republics and provinces.

205. In response, the representative referred to the Constitution of 1974 which
confirmed the equality of aIl nations and nationalities. He stated that for the
realization of this goal, inter alia, a special fund existed for investment in the
economic development of the republics, that 45 per cent of this fund had been
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allocated to the economically backward autonomous province of Kosovo, that the
Constitution provided for equality through concrete measures often found in the
provisions of self-management bodies, and that special attention was given to the
representation of nationalities in federal, provincial and communal organs of
authority. He expressed his Government's willingness to prepare an additional
report regarding provisions of the Constitution and the legislation relating to the
equality of nations and nationalities in Yugoslavia.

Article 2 of the Covenant

206. As regards article 2, paragraph l, clarifications were asked regarding the
discrepancy between the text of the Covenant and article 154 of the Constitution in
so far as the rights referred to in the Constitution were not recognized "without
distinction to political and other opinions".
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207. The representative, while recognizing that this discrepancy in fact existed,
pointed out that the Covenant could be directly invoked before the courts. He
added that experts on constitutional law were of the opinion that constitutional
law prohibited discrimination on grounds of political opinion.

208. Referring to article 2, paragraph 3, it was noted that although article 180 of
the Constitution seemed to be in harmony with the Covenant, articles 215 and 216 of
the Constitution provided for certain exceptions to the right of appeal and that,
in addition, decisions taken in respect of individuals by the Assembly or the
Presidency of the Republic were not subject to appeal.

209. In addition, information was requested concerning the distinction in the
Yugoslav Constitution between "citizens" and "workers".

210. Replying to those questions, the representative of the State party pointed out
that the right of appeal could be ruled out but only where other remedies existed.
He acknowledged, however, that appeals were ruled out in decisions of the Assembly
and the Presidency, although this provision of the Constitution was a rather
theoretical one. He noted that according to the Constitution "citizens possessed
Yugoslav nationality and thereby certain rights; that "workers" were persons to
whom the Constitution recognized particular rights, and that there also existed a
third category - "every person" - which applied to any other person on Yugoslav
territory, such as aliens or stateless persons.

Fquality of the sexes

211. Referring to article 3 and noting that Yugoslav law seemed to provide women
with a remarkable status, information was requested as to the practical application
of the law; particularly how equality between men and women was actually achieved
in Yugoslavia where the impact of different cultures and religions had necessarily
to be felt; how many women served as deputies and ambassadors, whether requirements
concerning divorce were the same everywhere in Yugoslavia, what were the details in
legislation relating to the voluntary interruption of pregnancy in the various
provinces and republics; wnether a housewife was classified as a "worker" and
whether legal machinery existed to enable women bath to exercise a profession and
to discharge household tasks.

212. The representative replied that the problems of women concerned society as a
whole, men as weIl as women; that women had acquired aIl the rights of "citizen"
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and "worker", that society protected women in their reproductive functions and
ensured that their aspirations were satisfied, and that Yugoslavia had ratified
many international instruments concerning women which had been integrated into
domestic legislation. The representative recalled, however, that Yugoslavia had
inherited different traditions emanating from different republics and the problems
could not be solved immediately and that sorne legislation, for example, relating to
the family reflected the differences among republics.

213. The representative, replying to specifie questions, said that in 1982
17.53 per cent of the members of the Assembly of the Socialist Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia were women and that the percentage in the assemblies of the federal
units varied from 12 to 30 per cent. As regards the status of "housewife" it had
been felt that the Yugoslav community was not required to remunerate work performed
at home, that women working outside the house was no cause for conflictsl and that
legislation favoured women, particularly in respect of retirement. However, a case
had been brought before the Constitutional Court by women doctors who protested
against the alleged advantage of early retirement and consequently the law on
retirement was amended to enable women to work up to the age of 65.

Emergency situations

214. As regards article 4 of the Covenant, it was noted that article 317 of the
Constitution which foresees in case of war or similar situations the suspension of
a variety of rights, regulations and parts of the Constitution by decree had been
adopted after 1978 (when the Committee had considered the initial report).
Information was requested as to whether an exceptional situation had arisen since
1978. The representative replied in the negative, noting that in 1981 because of
disturbances in the autonomous region of Kosovo only the right to movement had been
restricted, under article 12 of the Covenant.

Right to life

215. Noting that, with regard to article 6, the report stated that "the Yugoslav
self-management socialist society is oriented towards abolishing capital
punishment", members inquired how that "orientation" was reflected at the practical
level, how the reported 45 different offences punishable by the death penalty could
be in line with article 6 of the Covenant, which required that the death penalty
might be imposed only for the most serious crimes, and asked whether there was an
organized movement in Yugoslavia for the abolition of the death penalty.

216. The representative of Yugoslavia explained that while the number of offances
subject to the death penalty seemed high, these were quite exceptional cases
related to exceptional situations endangering the internaI or external security of
the State, that Yugoslav authorities continued to support retention of the death
penalty for most serious crimes but that several campaigns were conducted through
the media, calling for its abolition.

Treatment of persons

217. Refe~ring to articles 7 and 10, members remarked that although legislation on
the treatment of persons deprived of their liberty was exhaustive, Implementation
seemed to be quite different, that the second periodic report had not answered
questions asked during the discussion of the initial report, i.e. whether remedies
were available to a person who had been ill-treated by the police, that further
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information was needed on whether arrangements existed for regular inspection of
prisons. It was asked what was the procedure followed in investigating complaints
and what measures were taken against officiaIs found to have infringed articles 7
and 10. rt was also pointed out that the protection envisaged in article 7 of the
Covenant was more extensive than that prescribed in the Law of Criminal Procedure,
and it was asked whether there existed legislation that generally prevented people
from being subject to a medical or scientific experiment without their consent.

218. While recognizing that there had been a few cases of abuse by members of the
police who had been sentenced to imprisonment from one to 10 years, the
representative proposed that Yugoslavia's next report provide more information in
that regard, particularly concerning the prohibition of medical or scientific
experiments.

Liberty and security of persons
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219. Regarding article 9, information was requested on several points: whether in
accordance with article 196 of the Code of Criminal Procedure - which stipulated
that a police officer might make an arrest without a warrant - persons might be
arrested just for questioning or only subject to certain conditions, whether
compensation under article 9, paragraph 5, of the Covenant existed in cases where a
person detained for questioning had been released once his innocence had been
established.

220. The repres~ntative stated that the police had the right to keep a person in
detention up to 24 hours, that such detention was only possible in cases specified
in article 191 of the Code of Criminal Procedure; that conditions for granting
compensation were set out in detail and the prOV1S10ns in the Code of Penal
Procedure so numerous that he would prefer, if the Committee so agreed, to submit
aIl relevant information in an annex to his Government's next report.

Administration of justice

221. With reference to article 14, information was req~ested by members on the
structure of the Yugoslav judicial and administrative system, more specifically, on
the characteristics of the ordinary and self-management courts. In this
connection, one member requested explanations as to article 230 of the Constitution
which stated that judges of regular courts should be elected, re-elected or
relieved of office under conditions and by a procedure which should ensure
professional expertise and moral-political capabilities, which seemed to indicate,
in the member's opinion that the judiciary was not separate but part of a uniform
system of power and self-management.

222. Another member referred to an inconsistency in article 230 of the
Constitution, namely that in paragraph 2 the judicial independence seemed to be
guaranteed for regular judges; that however in paragraph 4 of article 230 no
reference was made to the independence of juàges of self-management courts.

223. As regards article 14, paragraph 3, information was requ~sted about the legal
~ssi3tance offered to an accused person in civil and in criminal cases, most
particularly, at what stage of the investigation or trial the accused was informed
of his right to have legal assistance and could avail himself of the services of
counsel, and as regards the arrangements made to grant legal assistance to needy
persons.
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224. In response to the questions asked with regard to article 14, the
representative pointed out that under the Yugoslav judicial system there were four
kinds of courts! the regular courts, the commercial courts, the military courts
and the self-management courts, including the courts of associated labour. Regular
courts which dealt with civil and criminal action existed on communal, district,
republic and provincial level, the federal court acted as body of last instance in
exceptional circumstances such as in the case of acts punishable by death and in
the case of extraordinary remedies. He stressed the special jurisdiction of the
commercial courts which dealt mainly with disputes involving economic matters and
cases relating to social property, organization of these courts differed according
to the provinces and republics, the supreme regular court of the province or
republic being also the highest instance for disputes on economic activities. The
representative briefly referred to the military courts, it being understood that
they dealt with criminal offences committed by members of the armed forces. He
denied that self-management courts were conventional State organs, describing them
as being mainly courts of associated labour dealing with cases relating to such
matters as labour relations, wages and self-manaqement agreements. He further
stressed that in his opinion, Yugoslav legislature did not make distinctions
between regular and self-management courts.

225. Turning to the question of legal assistance to the accused, the representative
pointed out that in accordance with the provisions of the Code of Criminal
Procedure the defendant was entitled to such assistance at aIl stages of the
proceedings, including the time of first questioning if he was unable to defend
himself, if the offence was punishable by a lO-year prison term or if the accused
was tried in absentia, that in some cases defence counsel was appointed ex officio
by the court but that the accused could ask that a particular lawyer be debarred.

226. The representative then turned to the questions raised concerning the
"capabilities" required from professional and lay judges, stressing that the
requirement of "political capabilities" of the candidate for judicial office meant
this acceptance of the constitutional systems and order of the State, further
noting in this connection that professional judges were elected for eight years and
could be re-elected without limite

227. Answering a question about 1ay judges, the representative exp1ained that 1ay
judges come from Any professiona1 background, that for the 423 regu1ar courts the
number of lay judges was 53,391 in cOmParison to 4,797 professiona1 judges, and for
the commercial courts, 3,451 lay compared to 258 professional, it being understood
that a considerab1y higher number of 1ay judges than regular judges were required
because the former were not a1ways availab1e té serve and because the ratio of lay
to professional judges on a bench was higher.

228. Furthermore the representative asserted that the judicial authorities carried
out regular checks in prisons, tha~ the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for
the T.c!atment of Pdsoners were sldct1y applied in aIl prisons, and that
prisoners, through prisoners' councils, were permitted a degree of participation in
prison administration, particu1arly regarding their living conditi.ons.

Freedom of expression

229. Clarification was sought of the term "offences against the people and the
State" - offences which were punishab1e b~ a prison term ranging from one to
10 years or by the death sentence in the most serious cases.
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230. The representative indicated that this term covered a large range of acts
mostly related to a wartime context, inter alia, counter-revolutionary activities
threatening the social system, service in enemy armed forces in wartime, terrorism,
conclusion of international treaties detrimental to Yugoslavia, incitement to
national, racial or religious hatred and criminal collusion.

231. In connection with the stipulation under 8rticle 19 of the Covenant to the
effect that restrictions must be expressly provided by law, which meant that the
law defining the nature of criminal offences must be very precisely worded, concern
was expressed by the members at the vagueness of expressions used in the Yugoslav
Crirninal Code whose provisions in particu1ar articles 114 and 133 were 1iable to
qive rise to misunderstanding. It was pointed out in this connection that offences
such as "damage to the reputation of Yugoslav society and against the State", for
which severe prison sentences were provided, cou1d therefore also inc1ude
expressi.on of opinions differing from those of the Government and hamper the free
discussion of public affairs in contravention of articles 19 and 25 of the
Covenanl:. Information was also requested as to whether peaceful campaigns for
political reforms and activities of peace movements were authorized.

232. In his response the representative referred to a statement by the Supreme
Federal Court, to the effect that only ma1icious or unjustified criticisrn of
Yugoslavia's social and political system constituted an offence; that freedom of
expression and opinion existed in Yugoslavia, in particular that criticism against
the Yugoslav Government was freely expressed by journalists and broadcasters; and
that only persons acting with intent to spread false information or to stir up
national or religious conflicts had been charged under article 133. The
representative of Yugoslav added in this connection that competent authorities were
currently reviewing the provisions of articles 114 and 133 of the Criminal Code
with a view to formulating observations and proposaIs designed to improve national
legislation.

Political rights

233. As regards article 25, one member requested more detailed information on the
l'ole of the Party within the State; in particular whether the Party could wield
power vis-à-vis individuals.

234. The representative of the State party observed that the League of Communists ­
which was not a political party in the conventional sense - had no power in regard
to individua1s; that it was one of the socio-political organizations - along with,
inter alia, trade unions, the Socialist Alliance of the Working Peoples - which
formed part of the institutions which the Constitution recognized as having a
special l'ole in the development of the Yugoslav social system. He further
illustrated the l'ole of the League of COmmunists by explaining the Yugoslav
electoral system, according to which elections were held on three levels:
,1) local communities elected the members of the supreme organs of the Federative
Republic and the republics and provinces; (2) the organizations of associated
labour elected the members of their boards; and (3) the socio-political organs
elected members of the social and political boards - a system that demonstrated
total separation of powers between the League of Communists and the State.
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Protection of minorities

235. Referring to article 27, it was noted that under the provisions of the
Constitution the various languages spoken in Yugoslavia were on an equal footing.
It was, however, inquired whether children belonging to a minority group residing
outside the region where the minority group originated could receive primary and
university education in their own language and whether there was a particu1ar
demographic threshold to reach.

236. The representative of the State party explained that the six Yugoslav nations
and several nationalities, the latter being certain groups which originated in
other countries, had the right to their language without a particular requirement,
and that, however, there wes a threshold of l per cent of the population in a
community for the enjoyment of the rights inquired about by the Committee.

237. The representative stated that special measures were adopted to promete the
development of the culture of nationalities and to ensure equality despite the
costliness of these endeavors and the limited resources available. Bulgarian,
Albanian, Hungarian, Italian and Czech newspapers were publishedl the Official
Gazette of the Federative Republic was available in aIl seven languages an"
broadcasts were transmitted in aIl languages.

* * *
~eneral observations

238. Members thanked the Yugoslav delegation for its frank and detailed replies, in
particular for the fact that the delegation had accepted as an expe~iment for the
consideration of Yugoslavia's second periodic report the option of an immediate
exchange of questions and answers. Members stated that the co-operation of the
Yugoslav delegation had been most valuable and deserved thanks and that the
constructive dialogue augured weIl for the future relations between the Government
of Yugoslavia and the Comrnittee.

239. The Committee considered the initial report of India (CCPR/C/10/Add.8) at its
493rd, 494th and 498th meetings held on 28 March and 30 March 1984 (SR.493, 494
and 498).

240. The report was introduced by the Attorney-General of India as representative
of the State party who stressed the great importance his country had always
attached to standard-setting in the field of human rights, calling the recessina of
India to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights an important
landmark in this regard.

241. Recalling its size, population, history and traditions, including the caste
system - initially analogous to occupational stratification which had heen
graoually perverted by introducing a heredilary element and social di~:abilities

such as untouchability, he also referred to the crusade against the evils of that
system. India's aneient traditions and cultures were already imbued with humanism
and respect for the dignity of man and "non-violence".
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242. He also referred to the struggle against colonialism and the trauma of the
country's partition which ~ccompanied its independence in 1947 and had strengthened
the people's resolve to maintain the integrity and unity of their homeland. He
then referreà to India's Constitution of 1950 - inspired by the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights - which enshrined wide-ranging fundamental rights
including the right to equality, freedom and the right to constitutional re~edies.

He emphasized that the Consitution embodied aIl the principles and provf.adona of
the Covenant long before the Covenant was adopted. The rule of law, parliamentary
democracy and separation of powers among the legislature, the executive and the
judiciary ~ere among its main provisions.

243. Pointing out that the Supreme Court of India over the years had greatly
liberalized the locus standi of individuals to institute legal proceedings, the
representative of the State party explained that apart fr.om individuals, voluntary
organizations could institute proceedings before a court for the enforGement of the
rights of a third party, individual or collective, and that the Supreme Court coula
initiate proceedings on its own on the basis of a letter or a press report, thus
affording the poorest and most disadvantaged a possibility of asserting their
rights directly before the highest court of the land. This Court had been
remarkably active and considered that fundamental rights created positive
obligations for the State to take measures ensuring the full exercise of those
rights.

244. The representative further indicated that discrimination based on religion,
race, caste, sex and place of birth was prohibited; that untouchability had been
abolished by law. The State had also taken special measures to provide assistance
to disadvantaged groups such as "scheduled castes" and "scheduled tribes". India
had no state religion but it respected the right of aIl individuals and
denominations to practice their faith freely.

245. The representative assured the Committee of India's si~~ere efforts to
implement the provisions of the Covenant. Mass media, the press and voluntary
organizations which had espoused the cause of human rights were raising the
awareness of Indians of their rights. In such a vast developing country, h9wever,
economic and social problems continued to exist, in spite of the efforts made to
resolve them.

246. Members stated that the report of India was clear and well-written but noted
that the information provided by the brief report was too vague and that the ~eport

did not sufficiently indicate the factors and difficulties affecting the
implementation of the Covenant. One member observed in this connection that the
guidelines of the Committee concerning the preparation of initial reports - which
in the case of India had been followed to the letter - tended to induce States to
report on laws and regulations only and not on the human rights situation itself.
Another member pointed out that th~ Committee's g~neral comments, which were
intended to assist States parties in preparing their reports, should have been
taken into account by India.

247. Regarding the legal status of the Covenant in India, members recalled that
trelties were not self-executing in India and that implementating legislation was
necessary. Information was requested as to whether the provisions of the Covenant
could be invoked in courts in India for the purpose of interpreting the domestic
law. Clarification was also sought on the extent to which provisions of the
Covenant were incorporated in India's internaI legislation.
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248. Questions were asked on the amount of publicity given to the Covenant in
IndiaJ whether it had been printed in the Official Gazette, what other measures had
been taken to publicize it, i~ which languages it was available, whether the report
of India had been made available to the public and whether the pr.oceedings before
the Comm1ttee would be publicized.

249. On the subject of remedies, it was observed that the relevant information in
the report was succinct but not helpful since it provided gene~al princ~ples. but
not hard facts and specific details needed if the Committee was to perform its
task. Information needed in this respect was along the following lines, what did
remedies mean to the common man, how was access to courts possible for peasants in
remote areas and what other remedies were available to them, had the question of
setting up an Ombudsman arisen, and did procedural safeguards exist for protecting
the rights of prisoners.

250. Various questions concerning sexual equality (art. 3) are raised (see
paras. 254, 257, 265 and 266).

251. With regard to article 4 of the Covenant, it was questioned whether the
special powers provided for in the Constitution for the re-establishment of public
order were in conformity with the Covenant since they seemed to be unrestricted.

252. As regards article 6 of the Covenant, it was noted that Indian criminal law
provided for the death penalty for serious crimes and information was requested on
how frequently the death penalty had been iinposed in India and whether it was
intended to abolish it in the future.

253. Members further inquired whether, in view of the high infant mortality in the
rural areas which was twice as high as in the cities, the Government would ex tend
the provisions of medical care also to rural areas.

254. Noting that the Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961 had abolished dowries and
prescribed punishments for perpetuating the practice, it was asked what other
action had been taken to solve the continuing problem involving the immolation or
self-immolation, particularly of young Muslim women who were unable to pay the
required dowry. Concern was expressed about legislation promulgated in sorne
disturbed regions of the country which exempted the police from prosecution in
cases where fire-arms resulting in death were used. It was asked whether
investigation had been conducted in such cases and what regulations and training
were provided to police in the use of fire-arms.

255. with regard to articles 7 and 10 of the Covenant, information was sought on
the procedures available to prisoners to follow up complaints against abuses
committed by the police and security forces and regarding any provision allowing
persons independent of the prison administration to inspect prisons or psychiatrie
establishments. More detailed inf.ormation was sought on the prison system, the
means used for the social rehabilltation of prisoners and the treatment of young
offenders.

256. Regarding article 8, it was noted that although Indian legislation contained
many provisions prohibiting forced labour, such practices as bonded labour, to
which the report made no reference, were deep-rooted. Members of the Committee
therefore wished ta be informed about the extent of this problem in certain regions
of India and of action taken to solve it.
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257. Referring to articles 9 and 14, concern was expressed that in acceding to the
Covenant India had appended a declaration stating that there was no enforceable
right to compensation for unlawful arrest. Members also questioned the
constitutional provisions on preventive detention which lacked appropriate
guarantees for the victims, as weIl as the long periods of detention preceding
trial and pending the exha~stion of applicable remedies. It was also asked why
trials against women could be conducted in camera. Noting that destitute women
could obtain free legal aid and advice the question was raised why only women
enjoyed this right and whether the Constitution actually recognized equality
between men and women.

258. Recognizing that the independence of the judiciary was generally weIl
established ih India, a member referred t.o recent cases in which judges had been
transferred from one part of the country to another purportedly as a punitive
action and requested information in this regard.

259. With respect to article Il, the report stated that in exceptional cases civil
arrest was possible; members asked what these exceptions were and to what extent
they affected the implementation of article Il.

260. Regarding article 12, the report stated that "reasonable restrictions" could
be imposed on the right of freedom of movement for the protection of "scheduled
tribes"; members inquired what the meaning of "reasonable restrictions" was and
what the reason was for impo,sing them.

261. As to articles 16 and 26, information was sought about the scope of the
special treatment given to certain well-defined groups such as the "scheduled
tribes a and the question was asked whether this treatment did not amount to
discrimination.

262. Regarding article 19, members noted that freedom of the press was vigorously
defended in India but asked to know, given the size of the population, how widely
that specifie right was implemented. It was further pointed out that the report
enumerated exceptions to the right of freedom of expression other than those of .
article 19 of the Covenant. Clarification was sought in this connection as to how
restrictions on freedom of expression could saieguard the sovereignty and integrity
of the State, as mentioned in the report.

263. In the same connection, clarification was sought about the statement contained
in India's report that "freedom of expression" couId be limited in order to
maintain friendly relations with foreign States.

264. Referring to confrontations which had occurred in India between various
religious groups, a member noted that the report made no mention of that fact and
asked whether efforts were made by the Government to prevent such confrontations
and whether religious tolerance was taught to school children.

265. Regarding article 26, in connection with article 2, paragraphs 2 and 3, of the
Covenant, it was pointed out that the exercise of basic human rights by aIl
citizens on an equal footing was ensured, inter alia, by the possibility of
eliminating privileges i" the field of education. Information was requested about
India's efforts to guarantee education for aIl. In addition, clarification was
sought on the following expressions used in the report: "equality before the law"
and "equal protection of the law". Questions were also raised about the status of
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women, how the legislative and institutional guarantees on the equality of the
sexes were applied in practice, what the Governrnent had done to ensure genuine
equality sinee there were deep-seated cultural traditions and religious beliefs
which had tremendous influence with regard to tha status of women and family law.

266. Interest was expressed in the foregoing connection in knowing how many girls
received a full education and whether they earned the same payas men when entering
the labour market. Additional details were also requested about any special
legislation in favour of women adopted by individual States.

267. RP.garding article 27, the statement of India that the concept of minorities
did not apply to it evoked surprise in view of Indials many different linguistic
groups, particularly the "scheduled tribes~ whose very existence implied that there
were ethnic groups and minorities. The Governrnent of India was requested to supply
further information on this point.

268. In his reply the representative of the State party, referring to the statua of
the Covenant under Indian law, explained that according to a recent ruling of the
Supreme Court, rules of international law must be incorporated into the national
law, even without legislation, provided they do not conflict with acts of
Parliament. When they did conflict, the sovereignty and integrity of the Republic
and the supremacy of the constituted legislatures in making the laws could not be
subjected to external rules. He also stressed that in a number of cases articles
of the Covenant had been invoked directly before the Indian courts and that the
Supreme Court in one such case had held that an article of the Covenant was
comprehended in several different articles of the Indian Constitution. The
adoption by the Supreme Court of the doctrine of incorporation also covered states
of the Union so that the Covenant could be implemented throughout the entire
country providad there was no conflict with the domestic law. However, Parliament
retained the ultimate jurisdiction over international law, including the Covenant.
As regards due publicity for the Covenant, the Committee was assured that every
lawyer in India was aware of it.

269. Referring to questions about Indials declaration with regard to article l of
the Covenant, the representative explained that the declaration reflected Indials
understanding that in keeping with the principles of international law concerning
friendly relations and co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations, the right to self-determination in the international context
applied only to dependent Territories and peoples. He did not appreciate the
relevance of questions concerning certain component parts of the Union.

270. Referring to a question raised concerning the safeguards for the rights which
under article 4 of the COvenant could not be derogated trom, the representative
observed that under the Constitution the President was not empowered during an
emergency situation to suspend articles 20 and 21 of the Constitution which covered
rights equivalent to those mentioned in article 4, paragraph 2, of the Covenant.
The Preventive Detention Act was not to be confused with the declaration of a
public emergency threatening the life of the nation.

271. Regarding articles 7 and 10 of the Covenant, the representative stated that
article 20 of the Indian Constitution prohibited torture and he added that in
general the philosophy of the Indian legsl system was to emphasize reformation
rather than punishment. Under the Juvenile Offenders Act firet offenders were
separated from habituaI criminals and only the more serious offenders were sent to
correctional institutions.
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272. On the issue of bonded or forced labour under article 8, the representative
recognized that despite legislation enacted since 1975 to combat forced labour and
despite encouraging practical results, e.g. that more than 160,000 bonded workers
had becn identified and freed by February 1983, many such cases still existed in
the rural areas of the country. The problem of eradicating debt bondage which
constituted the most frequent kind of forced labour was to be tackled by solving
rural unemployment and the Government had developed a specifie programme in this
regard.

273. The removal of persons who were a menace to public safety in a locality was
temporary and was a "reasonable restriction" on such persons' rights within the
meaning of the Constituti,,)n, controlled by the courts.

274. To questions raised on differences in rights between aliens and Indians and on
India's reservation to article 13, the representative replied that there was no
discrimination in the enjoyment of rights related to life, liberty and remedies;
however, aliens did not have political rights and the reservation applied
specifically to laws relating to aliens on such issues as registrations, passports
and the issues of entry, ~tayand movement in India.

275. As to the questions posed concerning remedies and their effectiveness in the
protection of fundamental rights, the representative ensured the Committee that
violations of human rights, even in the most remote areas, could be brought before
the Supreme Court or the high courts by sending a postcard or entrusting a third
person with the submission of the cornplaint. Human rignts cases had priority
before the courts so that remsdies for the protection of human rights were most
effective in India.

276. Responding to questions regarding the transfer of judges by the Executive, the
representative stressed that such transfer never took place without previous
consultation with the Chief Justice and the practice had been found by the Supreme
Court not to affect the independence of the judiciary.

277. Referring to questions raised on the lack of enforceable compensation in the
case of unlawful arrest noted in the report, the representative confirmed that the
Supreme Court recently in fact had ordered compensation if warranted, and he
further stressed that in addition the Preventive Detention Act and the Constitution
provided many safeguards against unlawful detention, even before the adoption of
the 44th amendment to which sorne speakers had referred.

278. Regarding compliance with article 6, the representative observed that the
right to life was scrupulously respected in India and many safeguards existed
against its denial. The death penalty couId be imposed only for six types of
serious offences. He added that for each sentence special reasons had to be
recorded and recourse to the Government or President for remission was possible.
As an illustration, out of 17,627 prosecutions for murder in 1977, only nine had
resulted in executions. In 1980, there had been only two executions. The
abolition of the death penalty was subject to a lively discussion in India.

279. Answering questions on the possibility of excessive use of arms for law
enforcement, he stated that even during disturbar.ces the forces of law and order
were empowered to make only "proper" use of their weapons.
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280. Infant mortality rates, according to the representative of the State party,
had declined between 1978 and 1981 and life expectancy was rising steadily. Family
planning was voluntary and abortion allowed when termination of pregnancy was
desirable.

281. The rights of women, although guaranteed in the Constitution, in special
legislation such as the Maternity Benefits Act of 1961, the Equal Remuneration Act
of 1977 and the Marriage Law Amendment Act, were still violently opposed by
traditionalists. Several government authorities were studying the problem and
making recommendations. Similarly the dowry system, although prohibited in the
Dewry Prohibition Act, the Penal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure and the
Evidence Act, still existed since established attitudes of a whole nation could not
be easily changed although this was the Government's aime

282. Replying to questions on the education of young children, particularly girls,
the represp.ntative referred to five-year plans and to different schemes for drawing
girls into school, which had resulted within a short time in the enrolment of
24 million girls from classes 1 to 5.

283. Commenting on the reference made by members to minorities in India, the
representative insisted that ethnie minorities did not exist in India, since the
country had no ethnie majority either, aIl the different tribes in India were not
racial categGries but had different religious, linguistic and cultural backgrounds.

284. Answering the question "wha~ ~he equality clause in the Indian Constitution
meant when it referred to equality before and equal protection of tne laws", the
representative explaineè that i~ the first place, it meant that laws must be made
equal so that there was equality before the law. But sinee that in itself was not
enough, it also meant that there must be equality in the application of thcse laws
so that there was eqilal protection of the laws.

285. He stated that it was not against the principle of equality to provide special
treatment to women and scheduled castes and tribes. Such provisions were designed
to eradicate inequality so that the disadvantaged could compete in society on an
equal footing. The Suprerne Court had ruled that to treat unequals as equals was a
violation of the equality clause of the Constitution. He explained the legal and
social situation of scheduled castes and tribes, who constituted 22.5 per cent of
the total population in 1981, and described the various measures taken to promote
and protect their interests.

286. In conclusion, the representative of the State party announced that Any gaps
in the answers he had provided would be filled in by the Gover~nt in its next
report.

287. The Committee considered the initial report of Egypt (CCPR/C/26/Add.l/Rev.1)
at its 499th, 500th and S05th meetings, held on 2 and 5 April 1984.

288. The report was introduced by the representative of the State party who
stressed that the Government of Egypt attached great importance to human rights and
human dignity sinee, as stated in the law promulgating the Constitution, "man was
the cornerstone on which the fatherland was build". Modern Egypt had always
recognized that promotion of human rights was a historie necessity because it was
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the prerequisite for the full development of the individual's personality.
Furthermore, the shari'a, which reflected the principles of the Koran regarding
dignity, honour, freenom and equality of aIl men without distinction of religion,
race, or colour, was a primary source of law in E~ypt. He drew attention to the
explicit statement in the Constitution that Egypt encouraged aIl efforts to ensure
respect for personal freedom, th~ latter being the keystone of Egypt's
modernization and the full development of its population. Against this background
it was clear why Egypt had assumed a major role in elaborating the Universal
Declaration of Human ~ights and the two Covenants on Human Rights.

289. The representative explained that the initial report of Egypt sought to
describe the general framework guaranteeing the exercise of the rights and freedoms
mentioned in the Covenant without going into the details of various legislative
provisions. It should be regarded as a "prelude" to the dialogue which Egypt hoped
to establish with the Committee.

290. Turning briefly to the report itself, the representative highlighted the fact
that under article 57 of the Constitution, any assault on personal freedom, on the
private life of citizens or the violation of other rights protected in the
Constitution was a crime and not subject to prescription. He also noted that the
report covered a number of human rights that were specifically enumerated in the
Constitution, including the equality of aIl citizens before the law (art. 40), the
protection of the human dignity of any citizen arrested or detained (art. 42) and
freedom of the press (art. 48), and also dealt with constitutional guarantees for
the exercise of these rights and freedoms.

291. Members of the Committee welcomed the accession of Egypt to the Covenant
referring to Egypt's major role in the history of the Arab world and thanked the
Government of Egypt for the timely submission of its report. They regretted,
however, that the Committee's general guidelines concerning the form and content of
reports were not followed, that the report was tao concise, particularly with
regard to information on measures taken to implement the provisions on human
rights, that no references were made to restrictions of human rightsJ and that the
report did not discuss any factors or difficulties affecting the implementation and
application of the Covenant.

292. With regard to the status of the Covenant in Egyptian law, members noted that
article 151 of the Constitution stated, inter alia, that "Conventions to which the
Arab Republic of Egypt accedes have the effect of law after they have been signed,
ratified and pubiished in accordance with the prescribed procedures". Hence, they
concluded that the provisions of the Covenant had been incorporated into Egyptian
law. In this ccnnection, it was asked whether those provisions could be directly
invoked in court and, if so, whether there were any judicial decisions in that
field. Information was also requested as to how conflicts between the principles
of Islamic Law and the articles of the OOvenant, particularly articles 2, 3, 23 and
24, were resolved, and whether and in what language the Government had published
the text of the OOvenant.

293. Concerning arUcle 1 of the OOvenant, it was noted with regret that the report
did not provide any specifie information on the right to self-determination.
Clarification was sought as to what meaSures had been taken by Egypt to promote the
exercise of the right of self-determination, particularly with respect to the
Palestinian and Namibian peoples.
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294. It was noted that the report made no reference to article 3 of the Covenant
(equality of women). The question was raised why Egypt felt it necessary to make a
reservation to article 16 of the Convention on the Elimination of AlI Forms of
Discrimination against Women after not having made such a reservation to article 23
of the Covenant which was equally coneerned with equality of women in aIl matters
relating to marriage and family relations. It was also remarked that no specifie
information on the Implementation of articles 23 and 26, particularly with regard
to the equality of sexes, was contained in the report. Statistics were requested
on the employment of women in the public and private sectors as weIl as on the
proportion of women in elected bodies and in educational establishments.
Information was alsa sought regarding measures taken by the Government of Egypt to
improve the status of women and ensure their participation in the development
process, particularly in rural areas.

295. Referring to article 4, memhers remarked that little information was provided
about the "State of Emergeney" introduced by Act No. 162 of 1958, which had been
amended in 1981 and 1982 and had remained in force without interruption since its
adoption, and noted that the increase~ ~owers which it conferred on the executive
had heen institutionalized to such an extent that it could he questioned whether
the provisions of the Constitution were still applicable. Memhers also wondered,
in the absence of notification by the Government of the state of emergency, whether
the implementation of the Act implied no derogation from the obligations set forth
in the Covenant. Regarding the Supreme Court of State Security established by the
Emergency Act, it was asked whether articles 165 to 168 of the Constitution, which
guaranteed the independence of the judiciary, alao applied to that Court and who
appointed its judges. Further questions were posed as to what powers th~ President
of the Republic had unde~ the state of emergency and what remedies were available
to an individual to counter adverse decisions under the state of emergency or to
what court appeal could he made. Noting with satisfaction the adoption of the most
recent amendment to the Emerqency Act (Act No. 50 of 1982), which provided for sorne
1ihera1ization, information was requested whether this process would continue so
th~t article 9, paragraphe 2 and 3, and article 14, paragraphs 1 and 3 (a) and (c),
of the Covenant could he fully implemented. Regret was expressed, however, that
Act No. 50 of 1982 had not abolished the r~wer of the Prime Minister to arder that
a person who had already heen convicted or acquitted by a definitive judgement
shou1d he judged again on the ~ame offenee, such order seeming to he contrary to
article 14, paragraph 7, of the Covenant, and that th~ executive still had the
power to promulgate decrees and ordinances which could affect rights guaranteed in
the Covenant. For example, it appeared that Act No. 34 of 1972, relating to the
protection of national unity, restricted the exercise of fundamental rights.

296. Regret was alao voiced, in connection with article 6 of the Covenant, that the
report made no reference to measures to abolish capital punishment, which still
existed under the Egyptian Penal and Military Codes, and it was asked whether the
legis1ation could be revised. It was added in this connection that in the view of
the Committee, any measure designed to abolish capital punishment would represent
progress in the enjoyment of human rights. Hope was also expressed that
supplementary information would he provided on such subjects as life expectancy and
infant mortality. In connection with articles 7 and 10, information was requested
on a~ steps that had heen taken to prevent maltreatment of persons in police or
military custody, and in connection with article 10, about prison conditions in
Bgypt and about training programmes for pol i.ce and prison guards.
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297. Concerning article 9 of the Covenant, clarification was sought as to the
conditions of preventive detention and it was noted that the intervention of the
President of the Republic in cases of preventive detention was a serious violation
of the principle of separation of powers. In particular, mp-mbers inquired as to
how long a person could be detained prior to appearing before a judge, whether
there was any right of appeal, and whether individuals could be arrested on
political grounds without having committed any criminal acts.

298. Noting that no informatil_~ was provided in the report on article 13 of the
Covenant, it was asked whether any legislation had been enacted to effectively
implement the provisions of that article.

299. A considerable number of questions and points were raised by members
concerning article 14, including the following: (a) what were the qualifications
of appointees to the State Security Courts established under article 171 of the
Constitution and were they such as to ensure the impartiality of the Courts and
their independence of the executive; (b) was there a right to appeal against
decisions of the State Security Courts to high~r tribunalsJ (c) the power of the
President or Prime Minister to order a retrial before another court of per~ons

acquitted by aState Security Court represented double jeopardy - contrary to
article 14, paragraph 7, and hope was expressed that the provision would be
reviewed by the GovernmentJ (d) doubt was expressed that individuala couId he
assured a fair hearing before astate Security Court, if tried tog~ther with other
defendants in mass trial; (e) WdS there an independent professional association of
lawyers, (f) were judges elected or appointed and what moral criteria were used in
the process? Was the term "socialist conduct", used in the report, defined
anywhere?

300. Referring to the prote~tion of privacy laid down in art~cle 17 of the
Covenant, members inquired whether measures such as surveillance of correspondence
and telephone conversations could be ordered or implemented by authorities other
than judicial authorities and, if so, by which authorities and in which casea.

301. As regards article 18 of the Covenant, it was noted that according to the
report Egypt guaranteed freedom of belief and of religious observance. In this
connection, information was sought on the relationship between on the one hand
Christian churches and those of other religions, and on the other hand, Islam, the
State religion. Specific information was also requested concerning reports
indicating that the Coptic community in Egypt did not enjoy equal status, that the
head of the Coptic Church was under a formaI house arrest, that church publications
had ben banned and that the church had difficulty in obtaining permits to repair
and build places of worship. Noting particularly in the context of article 16 that
under the Muslim Code of Religious Law it appeared that Muslims who converted to
another religion were considered legally dead, members requested information on the
legal status of such converts.

302. Referring to article 19 in connection with articles 22 and 25 of the Covenant,
members expressed concern that freedom of speech and of ~ssociation was restricted
on grounns of "prejudice to the spirit of national unity". Member~ wondered what
authority was competent ·to decide whether "the speken word" and "association" were
opposed to national unity and whether remedies were available to individuals in
this contexte
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303. Regarding article 24, information was requested on specifie measures taken by
the Government of Egypt to ensure the protection of children.

304. In connection with article 27 of the Covenant, it was noted that minorities
were not discussed in the report. Information was requested as to whether there
were any minorities in Egypt and whether the situation with regard to minorities
was satisfactory.

305. In his reply the representative of Egypt stated that he would answer sorne
questions immediately and that aIl questions would he answered in a supplementary
report which his Government was ready to submit in the near future. Hi~ Immediate
responses are summarized below.

306. Prison personnel had to be police academy graduates and had to attend courses
on the treatment of prisoners. Egyptian prisons which came under the authority of
the public prosecutor received regular inspections and had to comply with
comprehensive instructions. Detainees could he imprisoned only be decision of the
public prosecutor. Imprisonment which had not been subject to any regulations
until 1971 was now governed by legislative texts, e.g. in case ~ prisoner died an
inquiry had to be initiated by the public prosecutor. He explained the mandate of
the latter even in other respects. The situation in Egypt as ~egards torture and
maltreatment could not he compared with that of many other countries. Prisnners
received normal and humanitarian treatment. A medical examinatio" was obligatory
to determine that a prisoner had not been subjected to maltreatmen~ during
detention. AlI cases of alleged health maltreatment were investigat~d. A law was
recently promulgated stipulating that there was no statute of limitation applicable
to acts of torture.

307. Egypt did not think it was necessary to abolish capital punishment because it
was to safeguard society. It was imposed only on persons jeopardizing the
independence or inteqrity of the State, who voluntarily joined an army hostile to
Egypt or who had been found guilty of wilful homicide or homicide accompanied by
theft. AlI had the right to a fair trial, in the mass trial of President Sadat's
killers sentence had not yet been passed because each of the accused should be able
to defend himself.

308. The proclamation of the state of emergency was a sovereign right of the State
exercised by the People's Assembly. The measure was introduced to ensure stability.
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310. As to the right of self-determination, Egypt felt that recourse should be had
to aIl possible means to end the colonial domination, terrorism and injustice to
which the Namibian and Palestinian peoples were subjected.

309. Only the most eminent persons were selected as judges. The decision to reopen
a trial was entirely in keeping with the Constitution. The Bar Association which
had been dissolved had appealed to the courts and had won its case. This was
evidence of the independence of the judiciary.

311. The Government of Egypt was endeavouring to reduce
due mainly to dehydration during periods of drought, by
supply drinking water in various parts of the country.
service for mothers and children were available also in
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312. Surveillance of telephone conversations had been completely stopped except
where the integrity and sovereignty of the State were at risk and could then he
authorized only by a court decision.

313. The application of article 27 of the Covenant to ethnie minorities in Egypt,
such as the Nubians, was not a problem because they were an Integral part of
society. The status of Islamic law (the shari'a) was explained in sorne detail. It
did not apply to Egyptians of other religions. Egyptian Copts were full Egyptian
citizens, without any discrimination. They were allowed to hold government posts
and admitted to any university without restriction. Economic indicators showed
that Egyptian Copts had higher incomes than Muslims. Church construction for
Christians was not subject to restrictions and the number of churches constructed
per year was rising continuously. The allegation that a Christian could not sue a
Muslim was false. The head of the Egyptian Coptic Church was not imprisoned
because OL tlis religious function and was free to perform his religious duties and
to see members of the Christian community. He had been placed under house arrest
by order of President Sadat in accordance with the Constitution, and the case was
currently before a civil court.

314. Egypt attached great importance to the role of women in society and in
development. Egyptian legislation guaranteed respect for and protection of the
principle of equality between men and women. Women held posts as ambassadors, were
members of governing bodies and worked as administrators and managers.

.,'

315. Members thanked the representative of Egypt for his replies, which again
sérvaà to demonstrate the importance of a fruitful dialogue between States and the
Human Rights Committee. They expressed the hope that the supplementary report of
Egypt would contain answers to aIl outstanding questions and would take into
account the Committee's recommendations and views as weIl as the general comments
on the Interpretation of articles l to 14 of the Covenant. As Egypt had been one
of the pioneers of the movement of non-aligned countries, many of them would surely
wish to follow its example by becoming parties to the International Convenant on
Civil and Political Rights.

Gambia

316. The Committee considered the initial report of the Gambia (CCPR/C/IO/Add.7) at
its SOlst, S02nd and S06th meetings, held on 3 and 5 April 1984 (CCPR/C/SR.501, 502
and 506).

317. The report was introduced by the Solicitor-General of the Gambia, as
representative of the State party, who pointed out that the rights and fundamental
freedoms provided for in the Covenant were reflected in chapter 3 of his country's
Constitution, which could be amended only by a bill approved in a referendum and
passed by a two-thirds majority in the House of Representatives. The provisions of
chapter 3 could, however, be suspended by the President's proclamation of astate
of emergency, but within the limits set by the Constitution itself. Besides, the
judiciary in the Gambia had primary responsibility for ensuring respect for human
rlghts and for considering aIl alleged violations of such rights, as provided for,
in particular, by section 28 of the Constitution.

31ô. The representative also referred to various provisions which guaranteed
certain fundamental rights enshrined in the Covenant and emphasized that the
constitutional restrictions on the enjoyment of those rights were in conformity
with article 5 of the Covenant. He made reference, in particular, to the National



Women's Counci1 Act which had been adopted in 1981 and exp1ained that the Counci1
advised the Government on a11 matters affecting the deve10pment and we1fare of
women. Whi1e the death penalty had not yet been abo1ished in the Gambia, it had
been carried out on1y twice since his country's accession to independence. He drew
the Committee's attention to certain provisions of the Prisons Act the purpose of
which was to ensure that prisoners were treated with humanity. Under the Crimina1
Procedure Code, decisions of the 10wer courts were forwarded once a month for
review by the Supceme Court which was empowered to set aside any order or judgement
which it consi6ered erroneous. Under that provision, sentences handêd down against
individua1s who, for some reason or other, had not appea1ed were reviewed by the
Supreme Court. Gambian 1egis1ation a1so inc1uded a specifie procedure applicable
to minors which took into account their age and was geared towards their
rehabi1itation and reformation rather than their punishment.

319. The difficu1ties which the Gambia had encountered in imp1ementing the
provisions of the Covenant must be viewed in the context of the country's economic
situation. The Gambia was a poor, deve10ping country and the exercise of certain
rights set forth in the Covenant, such as the legal assistance of the accused and
the rehabilitation and vocationa1 training for prisoners, wou1d involve
expenditures that wou1d place a heavy burden on the state's financial resources.

320. The representative reca11ed that important events had recently taken place in
the Gambia. On 30 Ju1y 1981, a group of Gambians had attempted to overthrow the
1awfu1 Government by force and the country had been p1unged into chaos. The
President of the Repub1ic, exercising the powers vested in him under section 29 of
the Constitution, had proc1aimed a state of emergency on 2 August 1981. The state
of emergency, which had been approved and extended by the House of Representatives,
was still in force. Regrettab1y, because of the chaotic situation prevai1ing in
the country, the Government of the Gambia had not been able to notify other States
parties immediate1y in accordance with article 4, paragraph 3, of the Covenant, of
the provisions from which it had derogated and of the reasons.

321. The Committee was provided with detailed information on special measures taken
by C~vernment under the state of emergency, in particu1ar, the emergency powers
regulations and the activities of the Special Division of the Supreme Court which
had been astab1ished te hear cases invo1ving offences committed in an attempt to
overthrow the Government and offences defined in the emergency regu1ations.
Statistics of arrest, detentions, re1eases and trials were quoted. It was a1so
pointed out that even though the state of emergency remained in force, the
par1iamentary and presidentia1 e1ections scheduled for May 1982 had been he1d as
p1anned, with the full participation of a11 the politica1 parties.

322. Members of the Committee praised the high quality of the report which showed
the Gambia's wil1inguess to engage in a dialogue with the Committee and to promote
human rights. It was of higher qua1ity than those of certain countries which had
considerab1y more resources, and therefore there should be no question of app1ying
double standards or creating two classes of countries. They a1so congratulated the
representative of the Gambia for his commendab1e introductory statement which had
provided useful background informatio~ and which had explained what difficu1ties
the Gambia had encountered in imp1ementing the Covenant. Questions were asked on
the progress made in giving effect to the provisions of the charter of human rights
drawn up at a conference in the Gambia by the Organization of African Unity and on
the composition and functions of the Law Reform Commission which had been set up in
1983 to promote development of the Gambia's statutory and traditional 1aws. The
Commission could play a very important part in promoting human rights and ensuring
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that the country's laws were compatible with the requirements of the Covenant. It
was also asked how widely the Government had made the Covenant available within the
country, what had èeen done to draw the Gambia's accession to the Covenant to the
attention of the legal profession, the courts and any authorities responsible for
compliance with its terms, and whether translations of the Constitution and the
Covenant were available in local languages.

323. With regard to article l of the Covenant, members of the Committee wished to
receive more information on its implementation with particular reference to the
right of peoples to self-determination when the Gambia entered into a confederation
with Senegal, whether foreign companies had interests in the Gambia, what share
such interests represented in the country's economy and what the Government's
position was with respect to the new international economic order.

324. In connection with article 2 of the Covenant, members of the Committee noted
that in order for the provisions of international instruments to become part of the
Gambian laws they must be incorporated in the domestic IF.:.gal system by an act of
Parliament, and they asked whether such an act of the Parliament had in fact been
passed and, if the Covenant had been incorporated in the legal system, what rank it
enjoyed, whether it could be invoked before the courts and whether there was in the
country any administrative recourse against violation of civil and political
rights. Since the Gambia lias a common-law country where various customs were also
applied, it was also asked whether the Covenant wouId prevail over both in the
event of a conflict and what role, if any, tribal institutions played in the
settlement of civil law disputes. In addition, reference was made to section 13 of
the Constitution of Gambia which guaranteed aIl individuals the rights recognized
in the Covenant without discrimination of any kind and it was asked why sex was not
mentioned among the forms of discrimination. Clarification was also requested on
the text of section 25 of the Constitution which seemed to leave open the
possibility of discrimination against foreigners.

325. With reference to article 3 of the Covenant, statistics were requested on the
education of wornen, their participation in elected bodies, their number in the
liberal professions and their representation in the public and private sectors.

326. As regards article 4 of the Covenant, it was noted that section 26 of the
Constitution of Cambia appeared to permit derogations from the provisions on
protection against discrimination contained in section 25 of the Constitution and
it was observed that this derogation was incompatible with the requirements of
article 4, paragraph l, of the Covenant. It was also asked whether the
restrictions which had been imposed during the recent uprising remained in effect.

327. Commenting on article 6 of the Covenant, members of the Committee noted that
the Constitution of the Gambia referred to persons being deprived of life when it
was reasonably justifiable and it was observed that the death penalty should be
imposed only in exceptional circumstances. In this connection, it was asked
whether the possibility of abolishing capital punishment had been considered by the
Gambian authorities and, if so, what steps had been taken in that direction and
whether any of the persons who were still under death sentence had been executed.
Clarification was also requested on section 14 (2) of the Constitution which gave
defence of property as a ground for excusing the use of force resulting in death
and en the relationship between presidential prerog6tives to commute death
sentences and the independence of the Judiciary. In addition, members of the
Committee wished to receive information on the birth and death rates, particularly
for children, and on· the meaSures taken by the Government in the health field to
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improve health conditions and to increase life expectancy especially in the
villages. It was asked, in this connection, whether abortion was legal in the
Cambia.

328. In respect of article 7 of the Covenant, members of the Committee observed
that the reservation contained in article 17 of the Constitution of Gambia,
relating to punishments that were lawful prior to 1970, required further
explanation. It was asked, in particular, whether there had been any derogations
to the provisions of the Constitution, what specifie instructions were given to the
representatives of order with regard to the use of force, whether the punishment of
whipping a young offender was still applied and, if so, in what cases, and whether
the Government had considered the possibility of requiring young offenders to
perform community service as an alternative to corporal punishment.

329. Turning to article 9 of the Covenant, members of the Committee asked how long
preventive detention could last, whether Gambian law made prov1s10n for detaining
persons against their will on medical grounds and, if so, what procedure was
followed, whether an administrative or a court decision was required or whether the
recommendation of medical personnel was sufficient, how the rights of the
individual were protected in such cases, whether there was any remedy for persons
who had been detained against their will, whether there could be any appeal to a
higher authority if a subordinate court ruled that the raising of a particular
question was "merely frivolous or vexatious", and whether the compensation ~rovided

to persons who had been unlawfully arrested or detained was purely material or
whether it was also moral. It was also asked what specifie motives must be proven
by the state for detention under section 27 of the Constitution referring to the
state of emergency and where the onus of proof laid, whether there were any
political prisoners currently being held in the Gambia and what was the fate of the
approximately 1,700 persons who had been detained when the state of emergency had
been declared and who had not yet been brought to trial.

330. With regard to article 10 of the Covenant, it was asked whether certain
detainees were still put in irons at the Mile Two prison, what measures, if any,
had been taken or were contemplated for the reformation and social rehabilitation
of prisoners and whether the possibility of obtaining technical assistance and
advice in this respect had been explored by the Government of the Gambia.

331. As regards article Il of the Covenant, it was asked whether there were
exceptions to the rule that contractual obligations did not carry prison sentences.

332. In connection with article 12 of the Covenant, it was asked on what grounds
restrictions could be placed on the right of a person to move freely or to reside
in any part of the Gambia.

333. With reference to article 13 of the Covenant, members of the Committee asked
whether there was any way for an alien to appeal a court decision to deport him.

334. with respect to article 14 of the Covenant, members of the Committee wished to
know whether an accused person could be granted bail if he did not have sufficient
means to pay for it, what was the meaning of the provision in section 20 of the
Constitution concerning the imposition upon any person charged with a criminal
offence of the burden of proving particular facts, and in what circumstances legal
representation could be prohibited under the law referred to in another provision
of the Constitution. The failure to grant legal assistance to persons facing
criminal charges, save those facing charges carrying the death penalty, generally
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weakened the priniple of the right of defence. They asked whether in such cases
the trial might proceed with the individual alone defending himself. It was also
asked whether the judges of magistrate's courts were lawyers or lay persons and
whether they were assisted by assessors, what was the procedure and composition of
the courts martial referred to in section 94 of the Constitution, how the Special
Chamber of the Supreme Court established to try persons arrested after the
attempted coup of 1981 was composed and whether it followed any special procedures
which might not be consistent with the provisions of article 14 of the Covenant.
With reference to article 15 of the Constitution of Gambia concerning detention
pending trial, clarification was requested on the expression "suspicion of his •••
being-about to commit a criminal offence" which appeared to contradict the
principle of the presumption of innocence until proven guilty. In addition, it was
asked whether any provision was made in the Gambia for preventive education in
order to dissuade young persons from breaking the law and undez what circumstances,
according to the Gambian Code of Criminal Procedure, it was not possible to appeal
to the Supreme Court.

335. With reference ta article 15 of the Covenant, it was asked whether the
constitutional provisions prohibiting the retroactive enforcement of an act of
criminal law had been observed in the case of the dissolution of the association
calIed "Movement for Justice in Africa".

336. In connection with article 16 of the Covenant, it was asked whether under
Gambian law life was deemed to begin at conception.

337. With reference to articles 18 and 19 of the Covenant, it was noted that the
Constitution provided that no person should he hindered in the enjoyment of his
freedom of conscience and expression, except with his own consent. Clarification
was requested on the exact scope of that provision. In addition, it was asked
which political parties, if any, were still banned, whether there were any daily
newspapers, how local radio stations were organized and whether opposition parties
had any right to access to the media.

338. With reference to article 20 of the Covenant, memhers of the Committee asked
for clarification of the scope and import of the provisions in section 39 of the
Criminal Code prohibiting individuals from aiding, advising or preparing for any
war or warlike undertaking.

339. In connection with article 22 of the Covenant, it was asked if the Gambia's
trade unions were legal entities in public or in private law, whether there was a
single trade union or many, and whether the right to strike or to bargain
collectively was the prerogative of trade union organizations as such or was
allowed to workers themselves.

340. With respect to articles 23 and 24 of the Covenant, members of the Committee
wished to know what was the minimum age laid down by law for marriage in the
Gambia, what was the meaning of the term "common maintenance and custody" applied
to children of dissolved marriages, whether Gambian law provided for the
determination of paternity in cases of children barn out of wedlock, whether they
had the same rights under the law as legitimate children, what protection was
afforded to working mothers and whether women who became pregnant were assured of
the right to return to their jobs after they had given birth. Clarification was
also requested on the subject of affiliation proceedings.
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341. In connection to article 25 of the Cov~nant, members of the Committee
expressed the view that the requirement in section 58 of the Constitution of the
Gambia that to qualify to be nominated for. election to the Rouse of Representatives
an individual had to be able to speak English weIl enough to take an active part in
the proceedings of the Rouse could be prejudicial to members of minority groups.

342. It was also observed that article 57 (b) and 63 of the Constitution relating
to the election to the Rouse of Representatives of Chiefs' representative members
seemed to be at v&riance with the right of every citizen to be elected under
article 25 of the Covenant. Clarification was requested with regard to section 60
of the Constitution which provided that a person was entitled to vote unless
disqualified by Parliament.

343. As regards article 27 of the Covenant, information was requested on the status
of ethnie, linguistic and religious minorities which existed in the Gambia. It was
asked, in particular, how large they were, whether it was the Government's policy
to promote their assimilation and whether the Government planned to ensure to
preserve their characteristics.

344. Replying to questions raised by members of the Committee, the representative
of the Gambia pointed that although his Government had ratified the African Charter
on Human and People's Rights, that instrument was not yet in force because it had
not received the necessary number of ratifications. The Law Reform Commission
established in 1983 was cOmPQsed of a judge of the Court of Appeal, who acted as
its Chairman, the President and a member of the Gambian Bar Association and two lay
members. Its task was systematically to study the laws of the Gambia with a view
to improving and modernizing them and its first subject was the protection of
spouses and children following the dissolution of marriage. Re assured the
Committee that he would bring its views to the attention of the Law Reform
Commission and impress upon it the need to scrutinize local law in order to
determine whether it was compatible with the requirements of the Covenant.

345. As regards article 1 of the Covenant, the representative stated that in the
Confederation of Senegambia, which had been in existence since February 1982, the
two States retained their sovereignty and independence but adopted joint defence
and monetary pelicies. Neither the Council of Ministers nor the Parliament of the
Confederation, which were purely advisory bodies, could enact laws for the Gambia.
He also referred to action taken by his Government at the international level to
support the right of peoples, in particular in Palestine, to self-determination and
to search for ways to initiate the new international economic order. He explained
that the Gambia was an agricultural country which derived most of its foreign
exchange from the export of ground-nuts. The country had a mixed economy and the
Government had established advisory servI<:as to enable entrepreneurs to participate
in the economic development of the country.

346. With reference to article 2 of the Covenant, the representative indicated that
the legislative action required in the Gambia to incorporate the Covenant in
municipal law had not yet been taken and, therefore, the Covenant could not provide
the basis for a claim in the courts. Furthermore, under the Law of England
Application Act, customary law would apply only to the extent that it was not in
conflict with the statutes or contrary to justice. As regards administrative
remedies available in his country, he explained that, in recent years, several
people had addressed petitions either to the President or to the Ministry of the
Interior instead of filing applications to the court. Such petitions had been
given Immediate attention and, if the parties in question had been wronged, their
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grievances had been redressed. However, that procedure had not yet become
institutionalized and the majority of disputes were resolved by the district
tribunals. Besides, the advice of village eIders and religious leaders was
frequently sought and was heeded. He also pointed out that the provision of
article 25 of the Constitution applied to rights, such as the right to vote and to
own land, which most countries guaranteed only to their own citizens.

347. Sorne information was given about the role of women in society. Detailed
figures would be provided as soon as possible. As to the compatibility of
section 26 of the Constitution with the requirements of article 4 of the Covenant,
he clarified that the purpose of section 26 was to deal with the situation which
had led to the declaration of a state of emergency, not to deal with any particular
social, political, racial or ethnie group. However, it was possible that a
particular group might be implicated in events leading to the declaration of a
state of emergency.

348. Referring to article 6 of the Covenant, the representative stated that the
question of whether force was reasonably justifiable under section 14 (2) of the
Constitution was a question of fact to he determined in each case. He also stated
that his Government had embarked on a maternaI and child health programme and had
initiated a primary health care programme for the whole population with the
assistance of the international organizations concerned. Abortion was prohibited
in the Gambia except in cases where it was necessary in order to save the life of
the mother.

349. In respect to article 7 of the Covenant, the representative explained that the
Constitution had come into force on 24 April 1970 and the purpose of inserting the
date of 23 April 1970 in section 17 (2) was to ensu~e that a person could not
claimthat, for example, whipping, which was allowed by the law prior to the coming
into force of the Constitution, had, by virtue of the new Constitution, become
torture, or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In this
connection, he pointed out that whipping was currently restricted to persons below
the age of 18 who could be sentenced to 12 strokes instead of imprisonment.

350. In connection with article 9 of the Covenant, the representative stated that
there were no preventive detention laws in his country, although such detention was
permissible in a state of public emergenCYI that the review tribunals had the task
to advise the authorities on the need to continue to hoId detainees, that
compensation for wrongful arrest was always pecuniary and that there were currently
no political detainees in the Gambia, nor detainees charged with offences during
the state of emergency awaiting trial.

351. Responding to questions raised under articles 10 and Il of the Covenant, the
representative informed the Committee that the President of the Gambia, in a letter
dated 24 December 1982, had instructed the Minister of the Interior to abolish the
use of leg-irons in prison and that the only situation in which confinement was
possible for inability to fulfil a contractual obligation was under the terms of an
absconding debtor warrant.

352. In connection with article 13
aliens was not subject to appeal.
unless bad faith could be shown or
no jurisdiction in the case.

of the Oovenant, he stated that expulsion of
Such cases could not he challenged in the courts
it could he demonstrated that the authority had
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353. With reference to questions raised under article 14 of the Covenant, the
representative stated that the grant of bail in his country did not require any
payment to the court and that it was presumed that a person should be afforded the
possibility of bail unless he wa~ likely to abscond. He also pointed out that
under section 20 (2) (b) of the Constitution, the burden of proof always rested
with the prosecution. If, however, a fact emerged during a trial and only the
accused could testify to it, then the burden of proof rested with the accused.

354. With regard ta legal aid to ensure a fair trial, he explained that from time
to time the Bar tried to assist impecunious defendants on a voluntary basis and
without payment. The Bar however was quite small and a member might not be
available when needed in a particular court. The fact that no counsel was
available did not stop the court from hearing a case but it imposed a greater
obligation on both the prosecution and the judge to ensure that justice was done.
He explained also that there were in the Gambia two kinds of magistrates in the
magistrate's courts, namely, first-class magistrates, who had legal training and
had been called to the Bar, and lay magistrates with a rudimentary knowledge of the
law who represented the majority because of a shortaage of trained legal personnel
in the country. In addition, he informed the Committee that the Special Division
of the Supreme Court had applied ordinary criminal law and ordinary criminal
procedure, as amended only to ~n~ble the judge to sit alone, without a jury, and to
disregard certain technical rules of procedure in so far as it did not result in a
miscarriage of justice. AlI the judges of the Special Division had been recruited
from abroad. Moreover he pointed out that secondary school curriculum included
civics courses which taught students about their responsibilities in society.

355. In connecton with article 15 of the Covenant, the representative stated that
the question of whether or not criminal law had been applied retroactively in the
case of the Movement for Justice in Africa could have been brought by the defence
of that Movement before the Supreme Court, but the defence had not done so and the
magistrate's decision had been let to stand.

356. With reference to the questions concerning constitutional provisions relevant
to the Implementation of articles 18 and 19 of the Covenant, the representative
explained that an individual entering into an empl0Yment contract might understand
that the working hours would prevent him from taking part in religious observances
at a specifie time but might none the less consent to the restriction. He also
stated that no public political organization had ever been banned in the Gambia,
that in his country papers were published twice or three times weekly, there were
two radio stations, one run by the Government to which the opposition party had
access during election campaigns.

357. Referring to the words "warlike undertaking", which were contained in
section 39 of the Criminal Code and cited in connection with article 20 of the
OOvenant, he suggested that, in the absence of any judicial pronouncement in that
regard, those words could be interpreted as referring to any act which revealed an
unequivocal intention to prepare to engage in war or warlike activities.

358. In connection with article 22 of the Covenant, the representative explained
that, under the Trade unions Act, a trade union was recognized as a legal
personality, and there was no restriction on the number of trade unions that could
he formed. The right to strike was also recognized under certain conditions.
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359. with regard to articles 23 and 24 of the Covenant, the representative
explained that the marriageable age in his country was determined by the relevant
marriage act, for example by the Civil, Christian or Mohammedan Marriage Act. The
responsibility of parents and guardians were regulated by law. Neither customary
law nor English law recognized the inheritance rights of illegitimate children.
Working women were entitled to three months' paid maternity leave either before or
after delivery, and could also opt for early retirement for domestic reasons.
There was no provision in the law relating to the registration of births covering
affiliation proceedings. If the father of a child was nùt known or if no one
acknowledged paternity, the surname of the mother was entered on the birth record.

360. In connection with article 25 of the Covenant, the representative stated that
the language requirement for election to the House of Representatives did not
constitute discrimination, because English was the official language of the
country. Although there were several local languages, none was spoken
nation-wide.

361. Replying to questions raised under article 27 of the Covenant, the
representative informed the Committee that there were no minorities in the Gambia.
There were a number of different peoples, but none could be regarded as a minority
requiring protection or as a majority seeking to dominate the others. Moreover,
through intermarriage the distinction between those peoples had become blurred over
the years.

362. The representative of the Gambia finally stated that other ~uestions which had
been asked by members of the Committee would be answered in his Government's next
periodic report.

363. The Committee thanked the Government for having sent such a high-level
delegation. Members stressed their satisfaction at the excellent exchange of views
and said, inter alia, that the Committee had rarely had the benefit of such a
clear, concise and well-informed response.

Democratie People's Republic of Korea

364. The Committee considered the initial report of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea (CCPR/C/22/Add.3 and 5) at its 509th, 5l0th and 5l6th meetings,
held on 9 and 12 April 1984 (CCPR/C/SR.509, 510 and 516).

365. The report was introduced by the representative of the State party who said
that his Government attached great importance to close co-operation between the
Committee and the States parties. Although the Korean people were divided into two
States, they formed a homogenous nation with a common language and civilization.
The people strongly desired to bring about the peaceful reunification of the
country. Since the adoption of his·country's Constitution in 1948 and after a long
history of colonial domination and foreign occupation, his country had made great
strides in its political, economic and cultural life.

366. The laws in the Democratie People's Republic of Korea were aIl based on the
Juche idea - that man was the master of the world and that things had value only in
so far as they served man. AlI the principles set forth in the Covenant are
embodied in the Constitution of the Democratic People's Republic of Koreal the
legislation of the country was in full conformity with the Covenant's provisions;
and the Covenant has been translated into Korean and published. Korean citizens
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enjoyed various political rights and freedums, including the right to elect and to
be elected, freedom of speech, press, assembly and association, freedom of
religious belief and from anti-religious propaganda and the right to maku
complaints and to submit petitions.

367. Personal security and the right to life were guaranteed by law. Equality
before the law and equal protection under the law were also guaranteed by the
Constitution. There was an independent judiciary and aIl cases were heard in
public. The Constitution also guaranteed economic and cultural rights to
citizens. Women enjoyed equal social status and equal rights with men and played
an important role in aIl spheres of activity•

368. Members of the Committee, in welcoming the commitment of the Democratie
People's Republic of Korea to the Covenant even though, as it was recalled, this
state party was not a member of the United Nation~, and also welcoming its
willingness to co-operate with the Committee as it had demonstrated by
supplementing its report, obse~ved that the report was too general and brief, not
containing sufficient material to make a genuine dialogue possible, it recounted
progress ma~~ in the social, labour and health fields but was insufficient to
understand the situation with regard to civil and political rights. Members
commented favourably on the positive aspects of the report and stressed action
taken by the Democratie People's Republic of Korea such as the abolition of the
death penalty as an ordinary punishment and the considerable progress that had been
made in other areas such as the increase in life expectancy attested to the
fundamental change~ that had taken place. It was asked whether the Democratie
People's Republic of Korea subscribed to the principle of the indivisibility of
human riqhts and whether the Government had taken new measures following the entry
into force of the Covenant to implement its provisions.

369. Among other general questions asked were how the provisions of the Covenant
were being implemented, how the division of Korea affected the enjoyment of human
rights in the Democratie People's Republic of Korea and what had been done to
r.eunite families separated because of that division. Noting that article 10 of the
Constitution stated that the country exercised the dictatorship of the proletariat,
one member wished to know how that affected life in theory and in practice.
Members wanted more information concerning the Juche idea (article 4 of the
Constitution) and asked whether it was used as a source of law or as guidance for
interpreting the Constitution in matters of human rights. Other fundamental
concepts, as the Chongsan-ri spirit and method (article 12) and the Chollima
movement (article 13), also needed clarification. It was asked what the role of
the masses was in the realization of the principle of democratic centralism
(article 9). More information was desired on the everyday, practical application
of the principles contained in the Constitution.

370. Turning to the various articles of the Covenant, information was requested
regarding article 1, as to whether the Government of the Democratie People's
Republic of Korea felt that reunification of the country would be a model of
self-determination in the sense of that article, and whether the SWAPO and PLO were
represented in the Democratie People's Republic of Korea.

371. with regard to article 2 of the Covenant, members askea who would receive
complaints and petitions from citizens pursuant to article 55 of the Constitution
and what action would be taken if such complaints and petitions proved justified.
Members inquired about the recourses available to individuals who felt that their
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civil and political rights had been violated. Could the Covenant be invoked before
a court of law in such cases?

372. Members requested additional details, in connection with article 3 of the
Covenant, about the equality of men and women and the role of women in public life
at aIl levels and in aIl sectors.

373. With regard to article 4 of the Covenant it was noted that the reports and the
Constitution did not refer to it, but the representative had referred to a state of
alert; it was ask~d whether any provision covered such a situation and what legal
provisions had been adopted to govern situations of public emergency, if any.

374. Regarding article 6 of the Covenant, it was noted that the death penalty had
been abolished as an ordinary punishment and was reserved only for special crimes.
In this connection, additional information was requested about crimes f~~ which the
death penalty cou Id be imposed. Were any political crimes punishable by the death
penalty, could it be applied to pregnant women, for example, or to women in
general? What was the meaning of the phrase "international murder"? A member
wished to know whether there was any legal protection of citizens against the
excessive use of fire-arms by the police and other authoriti~s.

375. With reference to article 7, it was asked whether torture and cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment was punishable by law and whether compensation couId be
sought through the cr'Jrts for such treatment. Clarification was sought as to the
punishment of "not more than one year of reformatory labour" for, inter alia,
forcing a person to make a statement.

376. Concerning article 8, it was asked at what age children were permitted to work
and whether the Democratie Peoples' Republic of Korea was bound by the various lLO
conventions on child labour.

377. Regarding article 9, members asked whether preventive detention existed and,
if so, under what circumstances. What was the duration of such detention and what
remedies were available to detaine~s? Clarification was sought of article 64 of
the Constitution that "no citizen can be arrested except by law". What was that
law and did it respect the principles of the Covenant?

378. In connection with article 10, information was requested about the experience
of the Democratie People's Republic of Korea in re-educating and reforming
criminals. Was it true that extraordinary prisons ~xisted where many perSDns were
being detained?

379. Regarding article 12, members asked which body was competent to issue travel
documents and whether such documents were provided as a right or merely at the
discretion of the G?vernment. Additional information was also requested as to
whether travel was permitted between the two Korean States and more generally about
legislation governi:lg the right of citizens to leave the country. In this
connection, members recalled the obligation of Govermnents to allow family members
to be reunited and asked what efforts were being made by the Democratie Peoples'
Republic of Korea to restore contact and communication between divided families.
If travel restrictions had been enacted, how could they be just~fied under the
terms of the Covenant?

380. Under article 13, it was asked what the situation of repatriated persons was.

-69-



381. Regarding article 14, members noted that under the Constitution the country's
highest judieial organ, the Central Court, was responsible to the Supreme People's
Assembly. They wondered how such constitutional provisions could be reconciled
with the requirement for an independent judiciary. It was further noted that
article 138 of the Constitution permitted holding trials in camera and it was
questioned what specifie criteria had to be met co justify such closed hearings.
Members also requested information about the Special Courts and about the existence
of any special labour, juvenile or family courts.

382. In connection with article 18, members asked what religions were practiced in
the Democratie Peoples' Republic of Korea, whether Koreans had free access to
houses of worship and whether Koreans continued to attend them.

383. With regard to article 19, members asked whether freedom of speech and opinion
was fully protected. They also inquired as to whether the press, radio and
television were owned by the Government or cou Id offer opposing views.

384. Ooncerning article 20, details were requested concerning laws under which
propaganda for war was a punishable offence.

385. Ouestions were also asked concerning the existence and number of political
~arties and trade unions, and how large a membership they had.

386. with regard to article 23, several members noted with surprise that divorce
had almost disappeared in the Democratie Peoples' Republic of Korea. They asked in
this connection whether this phenomenon was largely due to the behaviour of
innividuals, or whether there were legal norms or other Government interventions
which made divorce difficult. In addition, members requested information about the
extent of equality of spouses, as weIl as the position of people living unmarried
together, or apart without divorce.

387. Members also raised a number of auestions concerning article 25, including the
following: were there any restrictions on the formation of political parties, did
the voters have a choice of candidates and cou Id anyone present himself for
elections?

388. The representntive of the State party in his reply to questions raised by
members touched on a variety of points, starting with his country's policy
concerning Korean reunification. The peaceful reunification of Korea was a matter
of restoring the country's sovereignty and realizing the right of
self-determination throughout its territory. His country had long favoured the
reunification of families and had undertaken a number of initiatives since 1957 to
bring this about. However, these efforts have thus far not been succesesful. In
further explanation of the Juche ideology, the representative noted that it
consisted of independence in politics, self~sufficiency in the economy and
self-reliance in defence.

389. The Government of the Democratie People's Republic of Korea had already
expressed active support for the national liberation struggle in South Africa and
its firm solidarity with the Namibian people. Tt also supported the Palestinian
people in their pursuit of aIl their legal and national rights. The Palestine
Liberation Or9~nization had established an office in the Democratie People's
Republic Of Korea.
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390. There could be no conflict between domestic laws and international treaty
obligations since the Implementation of the latter was a legal dutY of the
Government. Measures had been adopted to guarantee to aIl citi~ens effective
remedies for violations of rights set out in both the Covenant and the
Constitution. For example, citizens were fully entitled to submit complaints and
petitions, and a timely resolution of petitions was gua~anteed by law. The organs
of State power monitored and ensured the exercise of t~,~ constitutional rights of
citizens. If anyone was unlawfully arrested or detained the public procurator took
steps to secure his Immediate release.

391. Sp~ific action has been taken to ensure equal rights for women and to create
the necessary conditions for the actual enjoyment of such rights. An important law
providing for equality between men and women, promulgated in 1946, accorded to
women ample opportunities for participating in the country's political, economic
and cultural life.

392. The death penalty was reserved for special offenses such as espionage and
premeditated murder. There were no political criminals in the Democratie People's
Republic of Korea except spies. The aim of sentencinq was to prevent recidivism.
Accordingly, convicts sentenced to reformatory labour had acceses to newspapers,
could receive and send letters and he visited hy relatives and friends. Juvenile
offenders were not treated as ordinary criminals but were instead rehabilitated
through the school, the family and social education. There was no preventive
detention and no one could be arrested or detained without the approval of the
Prosecutor or a court order.

393. Citizens were guaranteed complete freedom of movement and residence within the
Democratie People's Republic of Korea and to travel abroad for official or private
purposes whenever they wished. Aliens couId also enter the country at any time,
subject to the relevant legal formalities. Travel into and out of the country was
on the rise. The repatriated Koreans - 100,000 from Japan since 1959 - enjoyed the
same rights as other citizens.

394. The independence and impartiality of judges was fully guarante~d under the
Constitution and any Interference in their activities was strictly prohibited.
Judges of the Central Court were selected by the Standinq Committee of the Supreme
People's Assembly and the judges of other courts by the relevant people's
assemblies. Candidates for the bench had to enjoy the confidence of the people and
have a knowledge of the law. Court hearings were held in public, trials sometimes
at the scene of the crime, with the broad participation of the people. Lawyers
enjoyed complete independence in the conduct of their activities and had formed the
Korean Democratie Lawyers' Association.

395. AlI citizens have the right to freedom both of religion and of anti-religious
propaganda. There were three religions - Buddhism, Chondoism and Christianity ­
and the State ensured reliqious life by law. The religious and non-religious were
treated alike. There was no restriction whatsoever on the right of people to seek
and impart information and ideas and citizens had freedom of expression in the mass
media. Democratie political parties and social organizations enjoyed free activity
and there were three political parties in the country: the Worker's Party of Korea
which had abo'It 2 million members, the Korean Social Democratie Party and the
Chondoist Chongu Party. No restrictions were placed on the formation of political
parties. The trade unions and their General Federation were institutions for the
ideological education of their rnembers and mobilized them to carry out the
political and economic tasks set by the Party and Government.
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396. Particular attention was paid to the protection of children and the minimum
working age had been established by the Constitution at 16. Infant mortality was
the same in both town and country.

397. AlI citizens over 17 had the constitutional right to elect and be elected.
Further details were given about the electoral process and the character and
structure of the State, and class dictatorship, the power and responsibilities of
the state organs and the abolition of taxes.

398. After members had thanked the representative and asked some additional
questions, in particular how the proceedings of the Committee would be taken into
account by the Government of the Democratie People's Republic of Korea and what
publicity would be given to them, the representative invited them to submit Any
further questions even after the meeting and undertock to convey them to his
Government for consideration. In reply to one of the additional questions he said
that the media in his country would be able to publicize the Committee's
proceedings if they so desired.

Panama

399. The Committee considered the initial report of Panama (CCPR/C/4/Add.8/Rev.1)
at its 52lst, 522nd and 526th meetings, held on Il and 13 July 1984 (CCPR/C/SR.52l,
522 and 526).

400. The report was introduced by the representative of the State party who
acknowledged that his country's report was toc brief. He said that he would
therefore supplement the information in the report orally and that he would be
prepared to supply detailed written responses to questions, as may he necessary.
He explained that the brevity of the report did not reflect a lack of interest in
human rights on the part of his Government, but rather the fact that Panama was a
sma1l developing country with many contradictions and only a recent democratic
tradition. He outlined the country's constitutional evo1ution, the basis of which
is the Constitution of 1904, and noted in particular that the provisions of the
Covenant had been incorporated into domestic 1aw by Law No. 14 of 28 OCtober 1976
and that in April 1983 a new Constitution was adopted by a national referendum.

401. The representative provided a considerable amount of additional information
concerning the situation in Panama ~~th respect to the rights enumerated in the
Covenant and stated, inter a1ia, that under Law No. 46 of 1956 citizens enjoyed a
variety of judicia1 remedies such as habeas corpus and Amparo, that the equality of
sexes in the fields of education, health, the fami1y and work was guaranteed by
law, ~nd that women had had the right to vote since the 1940s. Nevertheless there
was still much to be done to correct certain culturally and psychologically based
discriminatory attitudes.

402. Despite its limited resources, Panama had made great efforts to promote
education and health and to protect human life. As a result, infant mortality, for
example, had declined over the past 20 years from 70 per 1,000 to 20 per 1,000.
Fourteen per cent of the population, however, were still illiterate and there were
great differences in the conditions of life of the various socio-economic groups.

403. The representative referred to a number of articles in the Constitution, in
particular articles 19, 20, 21, 22, 28, 30, 35, 36 and 121 guaranteeing the rights
enumerated in articles 9, 12, 14, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 25 and 26 of the Covenant.
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404. The representative also cornrnented on the situation of ethnie minorities within
Panama (article 27 of the Covenant). While acknowledging that such groups were
still experiencing certain educational and economic difficulties, he noted that
there had been progress in other areas such as in the provision of health care to
minorities and in increased political participation by native Amarindian groups.
In conclusion, the representative expressed his intention, in view of the brevity
of the initial report of Panama, to provide additional information to the Committee
in the near future.

405. Members congratulated the representative of Panama on the excellent
introduction which he had given and which had served as a supplementary report
along the lines foreseen by the Covenant and the Cornrnittee's guidelines. They also
expressed their appreciation to the Government of Panama which was doing a great
deal for international peace and security in Central America through the Contadora
Group. The Cornrnittee noted, however, that the report did not provide an adequate
account of the human rights situation in the country and there was insufficient
background information on the implementation of each of the articles of the
Covenant. In this connection, it was asked what measures had been taken by the
Government of Panama to give the wideset possible dissemination to the provisions
of the Covenant and other international human rights instruments te which it was a
party; to what extent the constitutional provisions were actually applied; what
real difficulties the Government had faced in the field of human rights; what
progress had been made in solving Panama's problems; and what the prospects were
for solving them in the f~ture.

406. Sorne members expressed surprise that, despite Panama's being a developing
country, the report did not refer to any difficulties in providing ior the
enjoyment of human rights. They inquired, in particular, whether the restrictions
imposed on the production of banana and sugar in Panama by transnational companies
or other large-scale buyers, which had resulted in unemployment, had interfered
with the enjoyment of civil and political rights. More information was requested
on the extensive constitutional amendments of 1983 and about their effect on the
human rights situation in the country, as weIl as on the statu5 of the Covenant.

407. with regard to article 2 of the Covenant, it was observed that according to
the Panamanian Constitution one function of the Supreme Court was to pronounce
itself on the constitutionality of laws and other acts, including those of the
administrative authorities. In this connection, it was asked whether the Supreme
Court had similar competence to ensure compliance with the requirements of the
Covenant. Furthermore, the Constitution of Panama contained a number of important
provisions designed to safeguard the rights of the individual, while a comparison
with the Covenant showed that in sorne respects those rights were formulated more
precisely in the Covenant than in the Constitution. Members of the Cornrnittee asked
to what extent the Supreme Court was able to ensure that the requirements of the
Oovenant were complied with; whether steps had been taken to bring the relevant
provisions of the Covenant to the attention of the administrative authorities,
including the police authorities and prison officiaIs; whether there had been cases
before the courts in which the Covenant had been invoked; and whether there were
any court decision, based directly on the provisions of the Covenant.

408. As regards article 3 of the Covenant, it was observed that, although the
report noted that men and women were equal, there was no information on any
measures taken to improve the status of women. Members asked what the proportion
of women to men was in the universities, in public and private employment, in the
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legislature and the judiciary and what steps had been taken to integrate women into
the developrnent process bath as participants and beneficiaries.

409. Commenting on article 4 of the Covenant and referring to article 51 of the
Panamanian Constitution which permitted the supension of certain rights in an
emergency, members inquired, inter alia, whether habeas corpus and ampar~ could be
suspended in a state of emergency in Panama. Members also inquired whether a
detainee had any recourse against arbitrary or wrongful arrest. It was noted that
the authority to terminate the state of emergency was vested in the Legislature, if
in session, and, if not, in the cabinet. In this connection, it was asked whether
the executive could continue to govern under emergency rules for an indefinite time
if Parliament had been dissolved, and whether there was a certain time-limit for
the duration of a state of emergency beyond which parliamentary approval would be
required for its continuation.

410. As regards article 6 of the Covenant, members of the Committee asked what type
of domestic disturbance threatening public order could lead to the imposition of
the death penalty. Noting that Implementation of article 6 of the Covenant
involved the elimination of hunger and malnutrition, one member asked what
agricultural development plans had been adopted to improve food production and its
equitable distribution, what agrarian reforms had been undertaken and whether the
Government had developed a nutritional food policy and established health centres.

411. In relation to articles 7 and 10 of the Covenant, the Cornmittee praised the
explicit prohibition in the Panamanian Constitution of any kind of torture and
requested more information on provisions for the effective investigation of
complaints by prisoners of torture by public officiaIs on the existing arrangements
for investigating complaints by detained persons regarding ill-treatment and on
prison conditions. Furtherdetails were asked about the methods for obtaining
confessions, and to what extent and at what intervals visits to prisoners were
allowed by doctors, lawyers and family. Sorne members also requested information as
to whether steps had been taken to prevent overcrowding in prisons and whether
social assistance was provided to former prisoners in Panama.

412. With regard to article 8 of the Covenant, the Cornmittee inquired whether
legislation had been enacted to harmonize the Administrative Code and other laws of
Panama with the lLO Convention on Forced Labour; and whether there had been a
re-examination of police powers and judicial codes to prevent the administrative
authorities from imposing punishment arnounting to forced labour. It was also noted
that under the Commercial Code seafarers who abandoned their vessel might be
required under pain of imprisonment to complete the term of their contract and to
work for one month without payrnent.

413. In connection with article 9 of the Covenant, members of the Committee pointed
out that the National Guard was not only a military organization but also aState
security body and that its functions included police duties. Referring to
article 305 of the Constitution, it was asked whether the National Guard was
empowered to arrest persons, whether it had its own detention centre; and whether
there was any system of preventive detenHon in Panama. Referring also to
article 21 of the Constitution, the Committee inquired in what cases a person could
be arrested without warrant and held incommunicado; and on what grounds bail could
be refused and how often that was done. Members also noted that, as stated in the
report, the provisions of the Covenant could be invoked before the courts which
could enforce them directly. They wondered whether the courts enforced the right
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to compensation under article 9, paragraph 5, and article 14, paragraph 6, of the
Covenant; what remedies were available against administrative acts; and whether the
assistance free of charge of an interpreter was provided when required. Further
information was requested as to what procedures were prescribed for the removal or
transfer of magistrates; whether they were contained in laws enacted by parliament
or rules decided by the executive; and what guarantees existed for the independence
of judges.

414. With respect to article 13 of the Covenant, information was requested on the
provisions for asylum in Panama.

415. In relation to article 14 of the Covenant, clarification was requested on
articles 146 and 154 of the Constitution which stated that impeachment was
applicable to judges of the Supreme Court, in addition to the President of the
Republic. In this connection, it was asked how a legislative assembly couId act as
a tribunal within the terms of article 14, paragraph 1, of the Covenant. More
information was requested concerning article 33 of the Constitution which appeared
ta permit the imposition of penalties without trial since it provided that public
officiaIs cou Id impose fines or arrest upon anyone insulting them or acting on
contempt of their authority. Members wondered to what extent Panamanian public
officiaIs were subject to judicial control; how effective court procedures were;
how often human rights issues had been invoked before the courts; and what the main
issues were.

416. Commenting on article 18 of the Covenant, an explanation was requested on the
legal provisions relating to freedom of religion in Panama; on the concept of
Christian morality and the implications of not being a Catholic on the position and
career of an individual.

417. As regards article 19 of the Covenant, members inquired what degree of
Government control was exercised over the news media, radio and television and to
what extent low-income people were able to run a newspaper or have access to the
mass media. More information was requested on legal limitations and on freedom of
speech.

418. In connection with article 22 of the Covenant and with reference to Law No. 81
of 1978 concerning the activities of political parties, it was asked what criteria
existed for the distribution of State subsidies for that purpose. Referring to the
report of the ILO Committee of Experts which had recommended that Panama should
make adjustments in its labour code in order to bring it into line with the
provisions of Convention No. 87 concerning freedom of association and protection of
the right to organize (1948), it was asked whether any readjustments had been made
in the labour code, particularly in articles 344, 346, 359 and 376. Clarification
was also requested on whether there was any legal provision regarding the right of
public employees to collective bargaining and to strike, especially in public
undertakings which did not involve essential services, as weIl as whether there was
any restriciton on the formation of unions imposed by transnational corporations,
especially on banana workers.

419. With respect to articles 23 and 24 of the Covenant, the Committee noted that
article 51 of the Constitution provided for State protection of marriage and that
Panama was unique in the region for its position in this regard. Members requested
more information on the rights and responsibilities of spouses, the protection of
children and the percentage of maternaI and child mortality as weIl as on the work
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of the family protection agency. In connection with article 54 of the Panamanian
Constitution, which stated that a de facto union had aIl the effects of a civil
marriage after five years, it was asked what the philosophical reasons underlying
that system were, what the position of the Government was concerning de facto
unions, whether after five years they took on the characteristics of legal marriage
and the children became legitimate, and whether there was any legal difference
between a family resulting from a 1egal union and the family of a de facto union.
Members of the Committee noted that minors under the age of 15 made up more than
40 per cent of the population of Panama and inquired whether there was any special
protection for children whose parents or guardians abused their authority, and
whether there were any special laws or provisions affecting them, particularly,
concerning the treatment of young delinquents before the cour-cs •

420. In relation to article 25 of the Covenant, members of the Committee noted that
voting in Panama was not only a right but a dutY and asked what sanctions were
applied in the case of those not voting, whether there were fees for registrat!on
and, if so, how did that fact affect voter participation; whether the results of
the elections genuinely reflected the popular will, and whether provision had been
made for periodic elections to the National Legislative Council or for the
postponement of elections.

421. As regards article 27 of the Covenant, it was noted that the Constitution
contained far-reaching pcovisions in articles 84, 86 and 123 for the protection of
minorities in Panama, and it was asked how the Government had implemented the
provisions of article 84 concerning the special study and literacy programmes for
the indigenous population. Referring to the provisions in the Constitution dealing
with agrarian measures, members inquired how these provisions had been applied, in
particular, to the collective ownership of the land and comarcas, or to grants of
land, what progress had been made in that regard, whether indigenous lands had
suffered from the use made of them by the multinational companies, and what the
environmental and cultural impact of a large foreign work force was on the Indian
population. Furthermore, it was asked what percentage of the population was
constituted by tribal Indians in Panama, what place their tribal laws, customs and
religious practices had in the PL.namanian political and le9al system, and what
percentage of them spoke Spanish. Referring to a report from the World Council of
Churches on a specifie case concerning the Guayni people and their future, one
member requested detailed information on their conditions and the extent of their
incorporation into the development process of the country and whether the
Government was willing to suspend its series of projects within the Guayni
territory until the rights of the Guayni people had been more clearly demarcated.

422.Replying to questions raised by members, the representative of the State party
informed the Committee that his Government was concerned with improving the
provisions of the Constitution so as to meet not only legal requirements but also
other factors which might contain valuable elements for progress and improvementsl
that in the course of Panama's history, there has been a cycle of political crises,
and that a radical change had taken place with the amendment of th6 Constitution in
1983 with people having the right to participate even in the most remote areas and
to vote and make their opinions felt through the National Assembly. He also
informed the Committee that the traditional division of the people into work
brigades was encouraged for community-level projects to improve housing and to
organize a health service in the form of vaccination and drinking-water campaigns,
the construciton of latrines and the training of women in nutrition and midwifery.
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423. In connection with article 1 of the Covenant, he stated that Panama supported
independence movements in Africa and considered that the Palestinian people had a
right to have a nation. He also said that Panama worked with the Contadora Group
and considered that the situation in Central America must be solved by negotiation
and not by military activity which merely postponed a solution.

424. Replying to questions raised under article 3 of the Covenant, the
representative indicated that owing to rivalry between the sexes and a feeling of
machismo, sorne persons in Panama believed that it was not right for women to occupy
certain positions. However, women played an active role and had a broad
participation in the economic, political and social life of the country. He gave a
number of examples and statistics to that effect and pointed particularly to
progress in the areas of teaching, education, medicine and services. As far as
high ranking positions were concerned, he pointed out that there had been women
Ministers for health, trade, economy, a Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs and that
recently two presidential candidates had chosen women as candidates for the
vice-presidency.

425. As regards article 4 of the Covenant, he stated that the suspension of rights
and guarantees during a state of emergency had been kept within fixed time-limits,
and as for the presumption of innocence, this guarantee had not been suspended
since 1968.

426. With regard to article 8 of the Covenant, the representative said that the
Government had submitted a bill to the National Assembly to ensure the respect of
human rights in conformity with the provisions of this article.

427. Responding to questions raised uner article 9 of the Covenant, he stressed
that the National Defence Forces were subject to the law and responsible ~or the
defence of the country and for public safety and that they were obliged to ~espect

the present Constitution and to provide aIl necessary support to the authorities in
their effort to protect the rights of individualss and of society.

428. Replying to questions raised under article 10 of the Covenant, the
representative indicated that efforts had been made in recent years to improve
prison conditions by a process of decentralization, with the establishment of small
prisons whose aim was to facilitate communication with relatives and improve
conditions for prisoners. Advances had also been made in the rehabilitation of
prisoners through the use of psychologists and other experts but much still
remained to be done.

429. In connection with questions raised under articles 23 and 24, he said that the
Government had set up a working group on family legislation which had drafted a
progressive family code for submission to the National Assembly. The head of the
family was a woman in about 30 per ·cent of the households. The representative
pointed out that in rural areas, however, women still occupied a traditional role
and in sorne backward communities the level of participation of women in political
and civic activities was low. Forty-five per cent of the population was under
15 years of age and aIl troubled children were treated by medical institutions with
understanding so as to reunite them with their families and to facilitate their
re-Integration into the community.

430. With respect to article 25 of the Covenant, the representative stated that the
direct presidential and legislative elections recently held in Panama were the
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first for 16 years, that an electoral court was constituted to supervise the
elections which took place without irregularity, votes were counted in public in
the presence of representatives of the political parties and the outcome recorded,
and that numerous parties took part in the elections from left to right including
the Communist Party.

431. Replying to questions raised under article 27 of the Covenant, the
representative stated that the indigenous population participated fully in the
National Assembly where they had 47 representatives. The minorities of Cuna were a
well-organized group which had migrated earlier this century and had established
their own communities with a traditional hierarchy of chiefs. They also had their
own doctors and nurses and justice was administered at the local level in their own
language. Another indigenous group, the Bocas deI Toro, was self-governing and had
recently requested that the region they occupied should be preserved. The
representative said that the indigenous languages were fully recognized, bilingual
textbooks had been prepared for use in schools, and the Spanish language was
gradually taught in the early years at the primary schools.

432. Finally, the representative of the State party recognized that it had not been
possible to reply exhaustively to aIl specifie questions asked and stated that he
wouId convey the Committee's questions and his replies to his Government so that
the competent authorities would complete the information and rectify any mistakes.
He felt sure that his Government would be greatly helped by the questions raised
and comments made in its efforts to perfect laws and institutions and to comply
more fully with the provisions of the Covenant and human rights in general.

433. Members of the Committee thanked the representative of the State party for his
most interesting and frank statement and expressed the hope that the additional
documentation and explanations promised by him wouId cover aIl the questions raised
during the consideration of his country's initial report.

434. Subsequent to his appearance before the Committee, the representative of
Panama provided additional written replies to questions raised during the
considerastion of the report by several members, as weIl as certain legal texts.
It was agreed that additional replies to questions addressed to individual members
would be compiled by the Secretariat into a document, to be made available to the
Committee. The Committee expressed gratificaton to the Government of Panama for
having provided additional information so promptly.

Chile

435. In accordance with paragraph (i) of the statement on its duties under article
40 of the Covenant, adopted at its eleventh session (CCPR/C/18) 14/ and its further
consideration of the method to be followed in examining new reports (see
paras. 57-59), the Committee before its twenty-second session entrusted a working
group to review the information so far submitted by the Government of Chile in
order to identify those matters which would seem most he1pful to discuss with the
representatives of the reporting State. The working group prepared a list of
issues to be taken up during the dialogue with the Chilean representatives. The
list, as subsequently supplemented ~J the Committee, was transmitted to the Chi1ean
representatives prior to their appearance before the Committee, and appropriate
explanations on the procedure to be followed were given to them. The Committee
stressed, in particular, that the list of issues was not exhaustive and that
members of the Committee couId raise other matters, whether within the various
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sections of the list or outside them. The representatives of Chile would be asked
to comment on the issues listed, section by section, and to reply to members'
additional questions, if any.

* * *

436. The Committee considered the report of Chile (CCPR!C!32!Add.l and 2) at its
527th to 53lst meetings, he Id on 16, 17 and 18 July 1984 (CCPR!C!SR.527 to 531).

437. The Chairman of the Committee made a preliminary statement in which he
recalled that on 26 April 1979, after the examination by the Committee of the
initial report submitted by the Government of Chile (CCPR!C!1!Add.25 and 40), the
Committee requested that Government to submit a report in accordance with
article 40 of the Covenant and to furnish specific information on restrictions
applicable to the rights and freedoms under the Covenant during the period of the
state of emergency, since the Committee had found that the information providea by
the Government of Chile on the enjoyment of human rights set forth in the Covenant
and the impact of the state of emergency was still insufficient. The Government ~f

Chile, despite the initial acceptance by its representatives, did not comply with
that request, a failure which the Committee very much regretted. The Chairman of
the Committee also recalled that the Committee could only function effectively and
successfully discharge its difficult task if it had the full co-operation of States
parties and he stressed that the request for a supplementary report was still valid
and should be complied with. The committee wished to continue its dialogue with
Chile with a view to ensuring observance of the provisions of the Covenant in Chile.

438. In introducing the reports of his Government, the representative of Chile
referred to the new Political Constitution which had been approved by plebiscite in
1980. In that connection, he noted that the framers of the Constitution had
provided for a transition period during which constitutional guarantees could,
exceptionally, be limited and the exercise of human rights could be restricted if
the social situation so required, hut that Chile was nevertheless pursuing its
efforts with a view to restoring democracy. As stated in the additional report,
the original report was prepared in circumstances which differed from the ones now
prevailing in the country, inasmuch as the Government had again been obliged to
declare a state of emergency.

Measures adopted to give effect to the rights recognized in the Covenant and
progress made in the enjoyment of those rights

439. Following the list of issues to be taken up in connection with the report of
Chile, the members of the Committee, under the first item, asked, inter alia, what
response there had been to the Committee's consideration of Chile's initial report,
whether the body responsible for drawing up the new Chilean Constitution had been
familiar with the proceedings of the Committee during its examination of that
report in 1979 and, if so, whether that body had taken account of the Government's
international commitments. The members of the Committee also asked what activities
had been ~ndertaken to promote knowledge of the Covenant among the Chilean
population and what factors and difficulties were particularly affecting the
implementation of the Covenant in Chile. The members of the Committee also
expressed a wish for fuller information on progress made towards the establishment
of a democratic system of government in Chile and on the legislation adopted and
the further steps envisaged for that purpose, such as popular participation in the
constitutional process and the consultation of democratic fcLces.
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440. In that connection, it was noted that the concept of a transition period
during which restrictions on democracy were applied in Chile should be clarified.
It was also observed that, while the new Political Constitution of Chile furnished
guarantees similar to those set out in the Covenant, unfortunately the transitional
provisions of that Constitution, numbering 29, cancelled out those guarantees, and
it was asked how progress could be made towards democracy when the country was
governed on the basis of transitional provisions restricting the fundamental rights
embodied in the Covenant rather than on the basis of permanent principles. One
member again emphasized the unique situation obtaining in Chile, which was ruled by
authorities whose very existence rested on the elimination of the democratic and
po1iticia1 rights of the Chilean people•

441. Members of the Committee referred to article 8 of the Constitution concerning
the prohibition of certain so-called "totalitarian" parties and the statements of
the representative of Chile to the effect that the non-totalitarian sectors in the
country's political life were consulted by the Government, they pointed out that it
was, in fact, democratic political parties conforming to article 8 of the
Constitution and the Church that were accusing the authorities of repression. They
requested further information on the steps taken by the Government to ensure the
success of the dialogue called for by the Chilean bishops and on the reasons for
which even par.ties conforming to article 8 of the Constitution were officially
banned and the new organic 1aw on political parties envisaqed in the Constitution
had not yet been adopted. Members of the Committee also referred to article XXIV
of the transitional provisions concerning the penalties, and particularly expulsion
without appeal, applicable to personq acting contrary to the interests of Chile or
accused of promoting totalitarian doctrines, they observed that those provisions
created a discriminatory situation regarding the enjoyment of rights by Chileans
and, in particular, were contrary to the provisions of article 13 of the Covenant,
which provided for an appeal in that kind of situation. Other members asked
whether the individuals who had participated in the violent overthrow of the
Government in 1973 had been punished under the 1958 State Security Act and whether
the victims of that violent disruption of public order, or their relatives, had
been compensated, whether, in general, proceedings could be brought against persons
responsible for violations of human rights in Chile; why the Chilean régime, which
had been in power Binee 1973, had seven years later thought it necessary to
introduce transitional provisions into the new Constitution and what rights or
possibilities provided for in that Constitution it had deemed it necessary to
suspend, why the constitutional provisions concerning the democratic system were
not applicable before 1989, and whether one or other of the provisions of article 8
of the Constitution which, inter alia, involved an element of retroactivity to the
detriment of the accused, contrary to article 15 of the Covenant, could be declared
by judicial decision to be a violation of human rights. It was also asked whether
freedom of association existed in Chile and whether the Government had ratified the
Conventions of the International Labour Organisation on that matter.

442. Ouest ions were also asked concerning the composition, mandate and activities
of the Chi1ean Council of State which, according to the report, was engaged in
consideration of legislation designed to enable a democratic system to operate. In
particular, it was asked what time-limit had been established for complet ion of the
task entrusted to the Council of State and what progress it had made in its work.

443. In addition, members of the Committee requested information on judicial
decisions and administrative practices related to the Implementation of the
Covenant. In that connection, they asked whether the legislation needed for the
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Covenant to be invoked before the Chilean courts had been adopted, what exactly was
the status of the Covenant and of other international instruments under Chile's
domestic law, and whether the judicial decisions adopted by the Supreme Court in
April 1982 whereby the remedies of protection and amparo were not suspended during
the state of emergency couId be made available to the Committee.

444. Replying to the questions raised by the members of the Committee, the
representatives of Chile expressed regret at the misunderstanding which had
occurred between the Committee and the Government of Chile concerning the
submission of reports under article 40 of the Covenant, and said that they were
prepared to provide the Committee with aIl necessary supplementary information.
They further stated that the Covenant, like aIl international human rights
instruments ratified by Chile, was brought to t~e knowledge of lawyers and studied
in secondary schools. As for difficulties experienced in implementing the Covenant
in Chile, the representatives said that they were due to the terrorist acts and
attacks perpetrated by certain groups which did not wish to strengthen democracy
but sought to destabilize the Government. In addition, the world economic
situation was having an effect on the country, and the Government sometimes had to
resort to emergency measures and restrict the exercise of certain rights. Despite
difficulties, however, steady progress was being made towards the restoration of a
democratic system in Chile; in particular, the method of direct universal suffrage
had been instituted for the election of the President of the Republic, 70 per cent
of the membership of the Senate and the entire mernbership of the Chamber of
Deputies. Ideological pluralism was also recognized under the régime, even though,
in the interests of preserving the integrity of the community, any doctrine
prejudicial to the rights of the family, fostering violence or justifying
totalitarianism had been debarred.

445. Political parties were still carrying out activities because the Chilean
authorities had refrained from implementing the transitional provisions of the
Constitution banning political a~tivities. There was open criticism of the
Government and its members published in newspapers and magazines. certain
political parties and the Church had their own radio stations and br.oadcast the
news as they saw it. The absolu te powers of the President were only exercised in
cases of act~ of violence and terrorisme In addition, there had been consultations
between various parties and the Government. The Minister of the Interior had met
aIl types of political groupings, but the opposition had broken off the dialogue by
imposing conditions such as that the President must resign. The Government
nevertheless had expressed its willingness to continue the dialogue and to
considering amending parts of the Constitution. The participation of the people
did take place not only through political parties, but through such bodies as
neighbourhood organizations, professional bodies, and trade unions and there were
no restrictions on them. The Act on the Status of Political Parties was being
considered by the legislature and should be ready for impl~mentation by
September 1984.

446. As regards labour relations and trade unions, the representat.ives stated that
the International Labour Organisation had recently recognized in connection with
Chile's most recent reports that progress had been made. The right to join - or
not to join - trade unions existed and collective bargaining had been fully
restored. The Labour Relations Court, which had been temporarily disbanded, was to
be restored and recently trade unions had held elections for officiaIs and more
would be held.
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447. 1~e representatives also explained that the Council of State was a
transitional organ which would disappear as soon as Congress be9ün to function. It
acted as a review body for the Executive and was composed of form?r Presidents of
the Republic, former Presidents of the Supreme Court, former Ministers of State,
representatives of trade union organizations and a former Commander-in-Chief of the
Army and the Air Force. The Council consulted aIl citizens to ensure that
legislation reflected general opinion in the_ country. It had promulgated a law for
the establishment of a Constitutional Court and a law regulating mining
concessions, which constituted an important sphere of economic activity in Chile.
The electoral system had also been revised, and a law on the powers of Congress had
been drawn up.

448. The representatives stated that the provisions of the Covenant could be
invoked before the courts in Chile once domestic remedies had been exhausted and
that they had frequently been invoked, particularly in amparo proceedings, but so
far the higher judicial bodies such as the Court of Appeal or the Supreme Cov.,t had
not apecifically had the occasion to pronounce on t~e application of the pcovisions
of the Covenant. It could be invoked when aIl legal formalities h3d been
completed. The Supreme Court would then make a pronouncement on this issue. They
also stated that the text of the decisions adopted by the Supreme Court in 1982
concerning the remenies of protection and amparo had been made ava . -.' le to the
Committee.

State of emergency

449. with regard to the second issue, the state of emergency, members of the
Committee wished to receive information on the occasions in recent years when that
situation or a similar situation had been declared in Chile, the duration of such
situations and the measures as a result of them. It was observed in this
connection that since 1973 not one day had passed in Chile without a state of
emergency being in force and that that situation could not be justified. It was
also asked what the pc'Gition of the Government was with regard to the conclusions
concerning measures of ~xception in Chile contained in the report on the situation
of human rights in that country submitted to the General Assembly at its
thirty-eighth session (A/38/385 and Add.l).

450. Information was requested on the extent to which a state of emergency implied
suspension of the normally applicable provisions of the Covenant. Concern was
particularly expressed with regard to the suspension of remedies for the duration
of the state of emergency which continued to be effective. Atttention was drawn,
in this connection, to transitory provision XXIV of the Constitution under which,
inter alia, a person couId be arrested and held for 20 days without trial by an
administrative decision and without the possibility of invoking any remedies except
"reconsideration" and in virtue of a decision taken by the President of the
Republic. It was also observed that the suspension of certain rights provided for
by the Covena~t could only be justified under its article 4 and it was asked
whether the Government of Chile claimed the existence of a "public emergency"
within the meaning of that article and, in the affirmative, why the Government had
not notified any deroqation in accordance with paragraph 3 of the same article. It
was observed also that what was call~d an emergency in Chile had nothing to do with
what was intended by the same term in article 4 of the Covenant and that the
so-called emergency was being used to justify the discriminatory measures provided
for in article 8 of the 1980 Constitution.
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451. In addition, members of the Committee wished to receive further clarification
~n whether the remedies of amparo, habeas corpus and protection for alleged
3eprivation of liberty of person and of other human rights were available for
actions taken by the Government of Chile in a state of emergency or whether aIl
three remedies were suspended under transitory provision XXIV of the Constitution.
It was also asked what places of detention were referred to under article 41 of the
:onstitution by which the President of the Republic could order the detention of
persons "at places which are neither prisons nor centres of detention or
imprisonment of common criminals".

452. The representatives of Chile stated that the state of emergency had been
terminated in 1983; however, on 24 March 1984, the Government had again been
~bliged to declare a state of national emergency following an increase in acts of
~iolence. That situation, nevertheless, did not involve any suspension of the
provisions of the Covenant. As regards the notification of derogations under
article 4, paragraph 3, of the Covenant, they undertook to obtain a detailed
response at a later stage. The representatives also affirmed that the rem~~y of
amparo was fully applied in Chile even under emergency legislation and a detained
person had the right of appeal to the Supreme Court which could reverse the
3ecision. With regard to places of detention in connection with article 41 of the
:onstitution, they stated that Decree No. 594 specifically mentioned the places of
3etention as being located one per reg ion.

Right of self-determination

453. As regards the right of self-determination, members of the Committee wished to
know what was the position taken by the Government of Chile on the right of
self-determination of the people of Palestine, to what extent it had been able to
prornote the realization of that right and how it saw the principle of
self-determination applying to Central American countries, in particular to
~l Salvador and Nicaragua.

454. The representatives of Chile stated that their Government supported without
reservation the right of self-determination of the people of Palestine. They also
pointed out that, although their Government did nct have full relations with the
Palestine Liberation Organization. it supported its aims. However, Chile was too
small a country to give more than diplomatie support to promoting the cause of the
self-determination of the Palestinian people. In addition they expressed the hope
that also El Salvador and Nicaragua would achieve self-determination.

requality of men and women in the enjoyment of aIl the civil and political rights
s~t forth in the Covenant

455. With reference to this iss~e members of the Committee wished to receive
information on the situation of Chile in practice. They asked, in particular, what
was the proportion of women in schools~ colleges, university, administration at the
director and deputy-director level, what was the participation of women in the
cultural and social fields and in the liberal professions, such as lawyers, doctors
and engineers, what kind of participation women had in the political life of Chile,
how many ministers and senators were women and, with regard to the family, who was
regarded as the head of the household, how the woman was protected in the event of
the dissolution of marriage and who was awarded custody of the children. They a~so

wished to know what action had been taken by the Government of Chile for the
effective realization of the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women,
particula~ly with regard to their integration and development and decision-making.
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456. The representatives of Chile informed the Committee that in the judiciary
about 40 per cent of the magistrates of higher courts of appeal were women. In
education, about 40 per cent of the administrative positions were held by women.
with regard to the social sector, women were occupying an increasingly greater
proportion of social welfare positions. As to access to higher education, there
was full equality. In the armed forces and auxiliary elements, women could become
high-level officers such as colonels and majors. Furthermore, they stated that
Chile had been one of the first countries to extend the vote to women. Women had
been elected to public office for many years, there were a number of women in
Parliament and there were quite a few women mayors in the country. Legally, the
head of the household was a man. However, women's rights were protected and the
question of the custody of children was decided by magistrates. A wife who worked
could request the separation of property. In that case it would be for the
magistrates to take the relevant decision. Moreover, in accordance with the
recommendations of the various international organizations, their Government was
trying to ensure the maximum equality between the sexes.

Right to life

457. with regard to the various aspects of the right to life, the members of the
Committee said that they would welcome precise information on the application of
the dealth penalty in Chile. In particular, they asked for which offences the
death penalty couId be imposed, whether the death penalty had been introduced for
new offences and whether the Government of Chile was considering the possibility of
abolishing the death penalty. The members of the Committee also requested
information on the number of cases so far established of persons who had
disappeared in Chile and the measures taken by the authoritites to investigate
those cases and the results. In that connection, it was observed that the
examining magistra~es seemed to lack the means of investigating cases of
disappearance, since their investigations couId not relate to a specifie suspect,
and it was asked whether it would not have been more eftective to establish a
special commission of inquiry. Reference was also made to the investigation into
the discovery of a comrr~n grave at Longuén in 1979, when the bodies of persons
declared to have disappeared had been found, and information was requested on the
results of the investigation. The members of the Committee also asked for
information on measures taken to investigate deaths resulting from the action of
the Chilean security forces and measures taken to control the use of firearms by
those forces. In that connection, information was requested on the number of
deaths resulting from the recent national days of protest in Chile, on the judicial
inquiries instituted in that regard and the reasons for their slowness, on the
application of the amnesty law to the few culprits identified, and on the right to
compensation of the victims or their relatives. Clarification was also requested
on the links between the public authorities and non-offical organizations of armed
citizens who claimed to be assisting the police to maintain order, as weIl as on
the number of persons prosecuted for clandestine executions, on investigating
authorities other than the courts and on possible compensation entitlements of the
victims' families. In addition, it was asked whether the murderers of
Mr. Letelier, former Minister for Foreign Affairs of Chile, had been prosecuted and
punished. The members of the Committee also requested information on health
protection, infant mortality, Chilean legislation expressly protecting the health
and lives of mine workers, and the measures taken by the Government to ~educe

unemployment.
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458. The representatives replied that under article 21 of the Penal Code, the
crimes punishable by the death sentence were those of exceptional seriousness, such
as aggravated homicide, treason in wartime and terrorist acts which resulted in
death. The death penalty was difficult to apply because in no case was it
envisaged as the sole penalty. The court had the power to apply one of a range of
penalties, depending on the seriousness of the offence and any aggravating or
mitigating circumstances. Furthermore, article 77 of the Chilean Penal Code stated
that under certain conditions the alternative of life imprisonment should be
imposed. In addition, the death penalty coul~ not be passed in the second instance
except by a unanimous vote of the Court. The file relating to the case had to go
to the,President of the Republic for decision, with the Court's opinion as to
whether or not there were grounds for commuting the sentence or for pardon. In the
past 10 years, the death penalty had been imposed in only one instance, where two
security officers who had committed abuses had been sentenced to death and
executed. Abolition of the death penalty was not so far envisaged in Chile,
however several Chilean jursists were in favour of its abolition.

459. Referring to the questions on disappeared persons, the representatives stated
that as a result of the excellent work of investigation done in Chile by the
Committee of the International Red Cross at the request of the Government in 1978,
there were only about 500 persons whose whereabouts had not been determined and
they observed that in sorne cases several identity cards might have been issued to a
single person. Several legal procedures had been devised to determine the
whereabouts of persons alleged to have disappeared and the Government was
continuing its efforts to solve those cases. As a result, 60 per cent of the cases
had been clarified. Although the establishment of a special commission of inquiry
on disappeared persons could be useful, the conduct of investigations was always
entrusted to the courts, since they alone had the means to enforce decisions
taken. Culprits who had been identified were brought to court and given a sentence
according to the seriousness of the offence. The representatives of Chile also
stated that they could possibly informthe Committee of the names of persons
already convicted.

460. Furthermore, the representatives stated that in the event of death resulting
from the action of the security forces, a judicial procedure was always instituted
in which the persons responsible were identified. However, they polnted out that
in sorne cases it was difficult to achieve speedy results. They also explained that
cases involving members of the armed forces and security bodies came under the
jurisdiction of the military courts, which were responsible to the Ministry of
Justice and that there were in Chile, at present, 53 trials under way involving
police officiaIs charged with having used unnecessary force in the exercise of
their functions. Under Chilean law fire-arms couId be used by the security forces
only when there was a rational need for such use and in proportion to the gravity
of the situation.

461. The representatives then informed the Committee that the demonstration of
December 1983 had led to 71 investigations intodeaths caused by police violence
and 31 investigations into the deaths of law enforcement officiaIs. The latest
demonstration had occurred in March 1984, and in neither case had judicial
inquiries been completed. The victims of abUSes by the police enjoyed aIl the
rights granted to them by the Constitution, notably the right to choose a lawyer,
to appeal against decisions as far as the Supreme Court and to exercise any remedy
to expedite proceedings. The amnesty law promulgated in 1978 related to acts
committed prior to that date. Consequently, it was not applicable to the cases to
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which they had just referred. Moreover, according to the general Iules in force,
the families of the victims were entitled to apply to the criminal courts fur
compensation, not only in cases involving political offenc@~: but also in cases
concerning offences of any other kind. As to the murderers of the former Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Chile, the Government was following the rules of
international law regarding extradition.

462. The representatives then informed the Committee that a considerable proportion
of the national budget was devoted to protection and improvement of health. Social
expenditure had grown by 80 per cent in real terms between 1974 and 1982 and there
had been a substantial reduction in infant mortality and in maternaI mortality.
Chile also had special provisions enabling workers whose health deteriorated to
retire when they wished, and a law on preventative medicine. The legislation in
force could be made available to the Committee at a later stage. The
representatives added that, in order to alleviate the problem of unemployment,
the Government had decided in August 1983 to allocate an amount of
15 thousand million pesos from the 1983 budget for the creation of jobs and the
construction of housing and that it was also in the process of drawing up plans for
resolving the problem of debts.

Treatment of persons deprived of their liberty

463. The members of the Committee referred to the numerous allegations of torture
or ill-treatment of detained persons and requested information on the steps taken
to ensure that those allegations were duly investigated and on the results of those
investigations, on the steps taken to ensure that such methods were not used and
that aIl detained persons were treated with humanity, and on the penalties imposed
on persons responsible for torture or ill-treatment. In particular, they asked how
many complaints of torture had been lodged, before which courts they had been
brought, what had been the decisions of the courts up to the present date and, in
cases in which there had been a conviction, what was the rank of the culprits in
the police or the military, whether they had pleaded that they were obeying orders,
whether the amnesty laws had affected those prosecutions or convictions and
whether, in the absence of criminal proceedings, disciplinary measures had been
taken against certain members of the police and the army, and what rank such
persons held. They also asked whether prison staff had been informed of the
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners prepared by the United
Nations and were familiar with the Code of Conduct of Law Enforcement OfficiaIs and
the Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the role of health personnel,
particularly physicians, in the protection of prisoners and detainees against
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. It was also
observed that, if victims of abuses and torture often preferred not to apply to the
courts, it was perhaps because regular procedures were not followed, the
credibility of the complaints was impugned and the press and the media were
manipulated to their detriment. It was then askeè what the Government was doing to
bring about the social rehabilitation of prisoners and whether it had considered
inviting international organizations of its choosing to visit the country's prisons.

464. The representatives stated that persons found guilty in proceedings concerning
cases of torture or ill-treatment were always punished, and the death sentence
could sometimes be imposed. In many cases, proceedings were extremely slow and the
trial could last for years, but the courts scrupulously respected procedure, which
had recently been improved in Chile. A law on terrorist acts had been promulgated
which also comprised guarantees for the protection of prisoners. The amnesty law
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was not applicable to persons convicted of abuse of authority or torture. They
also informed the Committee that 47 complaints of torture had been recorded since
the beginning of 1984. The majority of the complaints had been brought before the
military courts and the others before the ordinary courts of justice. In 7 of the
47 cases, sentence was to be handed down and the others were still under
investigation. In 1983, two lieutenants and sorne sub-officers had been involved in
cases of torture and prosecuted and the question of their dutY to obey had not been
invoked. The representatives pointed out that if a police officer was convicted,
he had to leave the institution. They then gave information on conditions in
places of detention in Chile - places which were aIl included in a list published
by the Government and were visited periodically by the International Red
Cross -' and stated that the Government had endeavoured to eliminate torture and to
promote the social rehabilitation of prisoners, for which purpose it had earmarked
substantial resources throughout the prison system. In their opinion, the fear of
reprisaIs was not something that prevented people from lodging complaints of
torture, since almost aIl towns in Chile nad organizations of lawyers acting with
complete freedom and the Vicaria de la Solidaridad also had legal offices.

Liberty and security of ,persons

465. Members of the Committee wished to receive information on the total number of
arrests in 1980, 1981, 1982 and 1983, the total number of arrests at public
meetings in 1980, 1981, 1982 and 1983, the powers of arrest and detention of the
CNI (National Information Centre), the remedies available to persons and to their
relatives who believed that they were detained wrongfully, in particular, the
Recurso de amparo, and the recurso de habeas corpus, the effectiveness of these
remedies and the extent to which the requirements of article 9, paragraphs 2 and 3,
of the Covenant were observed. They also wished to receive information on
prisoners incommunicado, the applicable rules, the contact between an arrested
person and his lawyerJ in particular, the time when first such contact was taking
place and the time when his family was informed of his Arrest. In addition, they
observed that there were allegations about secret places of detention and they
requested information on the subject, as weIl as on steps taken to prevent the CNI
fram holding persons in places of detention that were not legallydeclared
detention centres. It was noted in this connection that according to
Decree-Law 18315 of 17 May 1984, detention centres run by the CNI were legalized
and it was asked who controlled and inspected such centres of detention. It was
noted also that in the first Il months of 1983 there had been nearly five times as
many arrests as in the same period of 1982 and 1981. Yet, according to Chilels
report, there was no state of emergency in force between August 1983 and
March 1984. Thus, those arrests had taken place during a period when the
transitory provisions were not in effect and it was observed that those arrests did
not conform to article 9, paragraph l, of the Covenant. It was also asked why
there had been so many allegations that persons had been arrested because they were
trade-union leaders, persons were detained for their opinions or for their
engagements in the promotion of human rights and in the service of the Catholic
Church, whether there was a selectivity in making arrests and, if so, how it was
justified, on what grounds persons were arrested at public gatherings and released
later without being formally charged and whether measures existed to prevent the
police from arbitrarily arresting the same kind of people time and again.
Furthermore, explanation was requested in particular on 175 persons he1d
incommunicado in secret premises in the first 10 monthe of 1983 against what was
established in Transitory Provision XXIV of the Constitution. In addition, it was
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asked what were the functions of the Jefes de Plaza established under Decree
No. 147 of 8 September 1983 and Law No. 18015 of 14 July 1981, how often the
President had used his power under Transitory Provision XXIV of the Constitution to
arrest persons and whether aIl the arrests in the past year had been made under
that provision, whether in the application by an individual for a remedy such as
amparo, a court, in addition to considering the formaI legality of detention, could
enquire !mto the factual correctness of the administrative or executive action, in
the case of a decision purported to have been made but not factually and correctly
made under the law or by Presidential decree, and whether the right to compensation
of aIl victims of unlawful Arrest or detention was enforceable.

466. The representatives explained that in Chile, as in most countries, whenever
there were disturbances at public gatherings, sorne people were arrested but solely
for the purpose of verifying their identity and they were released either
immediately or after a few hours. The CNI did not have the specific power of
detention. It had to Act on the basis of a written order of a competent authority,
except in the case of in flagrante delicto, and must place the person concerned at
the disposaI of the responsible authority. In carrying out an investigation, the
CNI couId search the premises of the person concerned. If the authorities caused
Any person to be arrested or detained, they should, within the following 48 hours,
notify the competent judge and place the person concerned at his disposaI. The
judge might, ~ an order accompanied by a statement of reasons, ex tend that
time-limit by up to five days and by up to 10 days in the event that the acts under
investigation were classified by the law as terrorist aets. Furtherrnore no one
could he arrested or detained, or held in custody or committed to prison pending
trial, except in his home or in public places intehded for that purpose. The
representatives then made reference to article 21 of the Constitution dealing with
remedies for persons arrested, detained or imprisoned in violation of the
provisions of the Constitution or the laws, they provided detailed information on
those remedies, including the remedy of Amparo, and they stated that the remedy of
Amparo had not been suspended during the state of ernergency.

467. The representatives explained that no person was being held incommunicado in
Chile, and that there was a wide range of freedom for a prisoner to seek the advice
of a lawyer. The only restriction was that, when a defendant had been indicted, he
could be declared incommunicado by the deeision of the judge and could then be
visited by the prison warden and, if the judge so authorized, by his lawyer. As
regards pelitieal prisoners during a state of emergency, the detention had to he
duly authorized and it was obligatory to notify that detention to the immediate
members of the person's family within 48 hours. Prisoners should be taken to
public places of detention and the pessibility of secret places of detention had
disappeared in the country. Detention centres were subject to visits and
inspections by inspecting magistrates.

468. The representatives pointed out that most persons arrested in the first
10 menths of 1983 had heen released or fined. While it was true that trade union
leaders had been detained, it had not been on a selective basis. They were often
involved in the dernonstrations and when so many arrests were made it was inevitable
that sorne trade union leaders had bee~ included. They had generally been released
after a fine. The representatives explained that the purpose of the Jefes de Plaza
was to take rnilitary eommand of the area if the situation required and that their
appointment was a temporary one with a maximum of 90 days. They also elarified the
difference hetween an administrative provision and a provision coming within the
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competence of the law courts in Chile and stated that Illegal arrest was an offence
for which victims were entitled to compensation.

Right to a fair trial and equality before the law

469. Members of the Committee requested information on the guarantees of the
independenc~ of the judiciary, the guarantees of the free and effective exercise of
the responsibilities of members of the legal profession towards their clients, the
competence of military or special courts to try civilians, and on whether these
courts observed aIl the requirements set our in articles 14 and 15 of the
Covenant. They asked, in particular, whether Transitory Provision XVIII,
paragraph (h), of the Constitution, affected the independence and authority of the
judiciàry, and whether it qualified in any way the provisions of article 73 of the
Constitution. They noted that associate judges (abogados integrantes) were
effectively nominees of the Government and they observed that such a system would
seem to have certain dangers for the necessary independence of the judiciary in a
country with political problems of the kind existing in Chile. Furthermore,
reference was made to article 19, paragraph 3, of the Constitution and it was asked
whether peace-time military courts dealt with offences related to fraud and to
unlawful association. with reference to article 14, paragraph 2, of the Covenant
clarification was requested on article 9 of the anti-terrorist law which imposed a
punishment on persons suspected of committing an offence. Moreover, it was
observed that the statement in the anti-terrorist law concerning the secrecy of
statements and identity of witnesses did not appear to be in conformity with
article 14, paragraph 3, of the Covenant.

470. The representatives stated that the judiciary was completely independent in
Chile. They explained that peace-time military courts were part of the normal
legal system in Chile and were subordinate to the Supreme Court. Wartime military
courts, which had functioned for a period during the state of siege, had been
disbanded since the anti-terrorist law came into effect. Peace-time military
courts were concerned with certain offences such as espionage, with offences
committed against military personnel by civilians and with the violations of arm~

control regulations, including the organizing and training of armed groups. AlI
the investigations conducted by the military courts were subject to the rules of
the civil justice penal code and sentences must comply with those rules and could
be the subject of appeal to the Supreme Court.

471. The representatives further stated that, in general, the special courts did
not administer justice. Thus, the Constitutional Court pronounced on the
constitutionality of pending legislation but, although it was composed of
magistrates of the Supreme COurt of Justice and was called a "Court", did not
administer justice. The same was true of the court responsible for supervising
elections, which ruled on possibl~ disputes concerning election results. In
addition, the special wartime court sat only during wartime and for practical
reasons, since it was very difficult for the Supreme Court to hear appeals
concerning events which had occurred in the theatre of war.

472. The representatives then provided clarification regarding the application of
Transitional Provision XVIII of the Constitution, which gave the Government
responsibility for dealing with conflicts of competence between courts. As to the
question raised concerning associate judges (abogados Integrantes), they stated
that, in their country, the number of judges was limited and it might therefore be
necessary to apply either to the prosecutor attached to the particular court or to
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associate judges appointed each year for that purpose. They emphasized, however,
that aIl magistrates could be challenged and, in the event that a magistrate in
that situation refused to accept the objection, it was the court that decided.

473. With regard to the anti-terrorists law, the representatives stated that the
power to request the interception or recording of documents or communications in
the event of terrorist acts lay with the court responsible for the investigation.
Similarly, the court could provisionally deeide to keep statements by witnesses or
complainants secret (although those statements nevertheless remained at the
disposaI of the accused for preparing his defence) in order to protect witnesses
from possible assault during investigations.

474. The remaining issues on the list to be discussed with the representatives of
Chile concerned: IX. Freedom of movement, X. Interference with privacy;
XI. Freedom of expression, XII. Right of peaceful assembly, XIII. Political
activities. The Committee heard observations by the representatives of Chile on
the points raised under the first of these issues, namely: (a) Restrictions on
freedom of movement currently in force, (b) Current practice as regards the
external and internaI exiling of persons, (c) Number of individuals and their
dependants who are at present denied permission to return to their homes from exile
abroad or within Chile, (d) Steps being taken to review these cases and alleviate
the situation of the persons concerned. 15/ (See para. 478.) Before membera of
the Committee could proceed to ask individual questions on these or Any other
matters, it had become clear that for reasons of time the examination could not
without considerable difficulty be completed during the twenty-second session.

General observations and further procedure

475. Some members of the Committee expressed the view that, despite the goodwill
shown ~ the Committee in preparing a list of issues to be taken up and precise
questions designed to elicit comprehensive information on the situation of civil
and political rights in Chile, the representatives of the Government of Chile had
given evasive replies or provided inadequate information in the discussion thus
far. Moreover, as in 1979, the Committee had before it reports which did not give
a true picture of the exceptional circumstanees of daily life in Chile and provided
no specifie information on the restrictions imposed on human rights during the
state of emergèncy still in force in the country, notwithstanding the large amount
of information on restrictions which was in the international community's
possession and which had aroused its indignation and led to the adoption of several
deeisions by the General Assembly.

476. The members of the Committee emphasized that, even if the new Chilean
Constitution were regarded as legitimate, the transitional provisions being
applied, which would remain in force for a very long time to come, made many
constitutional provisions inoperative, p&rticularly those regarding human rights,
and prevented the human rights provisions laid down in the Covenant from being
satisfactorily applied. Consequently, the dialogue which had so far taken place
hetween the Oommittee and the Chilean Government had been extremely difficult and
it was to he hoped that better results could he obtained in the future.

477. In order to achieve those results, the Oommittee intended to ask many more
questions and lcoked forward to receiving detailed replies accompanied by concrete
information.
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478. In that connection, several members of the Committee noted that it would be
difficult to find the necessary time at the present session to complete
consideration of the report of Chile. On the proposaI of the Chairman of the
Committee and with the consent of the representatives of the Government of Chile,
the Committee therefore decided to defer consideration of the remaining questions
concerning that report until its twenty-third session.

German Democratie Republic

479. In accordance with the statement on its duties under article 40 of the
Covenant adopted at its eleventh session (CCPR/C/18), 14/ paragraph (i), and the
guidelines adopted at its thirteenth session regarding the form and contents of
reports from States parties (CCPR/C/20), 16/ and having further considered the
method ta be followed in examining secondlPeriodic reports (see paras. 58-59), the
Committee, prior to its twenty-second session, entrusted a working group with the
review of the information so far submitted by the Government of the German
Democratie Republic in order to identify those matters which would seem most
helpful to discuss with the representative of the reporting State. The working
group prepared a list of issues te be taken up during the dialogue with the
representatives of the German Democratie Republic. The list, supplemented by the
Committee, was transmitted to the representatives of the German Democratie Republic
prior to their appearance before the Committee, and appropriate explanations on the
procedure to be followed were given to them. The Committee stressed, in
particular, that the list of issues was not exhaustive and that members could raise
other matters. The re~resentatives of the German Democratie Republic would be
asked to comment on the issues listed, section by section, and to reply to members'
additional questions, if any.
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480. The Committee considered the second periodic report of the German Democratie
Republic (CCPR/C/28/Add.2) at its 532nd, 533rd, 534th and 536th meetings, held on
18, 19 and 20 July 1984 (CCPR/C/SR.532, 533, 534 and 536).

481. The report was introduced by the representative of the State party who stated
that since its initial report to the Committee in 1978, the German Democratie
Republic had undertaken numerous activities for the continued implementation and
promotion of human rights bath at national and international levels. In
particular, major efforts had been made in his country to improve material
conditions, public education, cultural life, health and social welfare of the
people and to provide conditions and oppo~tunities for the promotion of
international understanding and mutual co-operation. He stressed the close
connection between the right to peace and the right to life and the urgent need for
effective disarmament, referring to the various proposaIs made or supported by the
Government of the German Democratie Republic. He noted, in particular, that in
1983 the Government adopted regulations on the work of foreign cultural centres in
the German Democratie Republic, a decree governing the conditions and procedures
applicable to family reunification matt@rs and marriages between citizens of the
German Democratie Republic and aliens, and that his Government was constantly
improving working people's participation in the conduct of public affairs as
exemplified by recent elections to the local assemblies and election of judges. He
described the process and its results. Moreover, the courts of the country, in
particular the Supreme Court, had developed procedures which strengthened political
and civil rights. In providing legal protection to individuals against physical
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injury and damage to personal property the courts had been much involved in
determining and asserting civil law claims with regard to the payment of damages
and compensation as weIl as the satisfaction of insurance claims.

482. The representative of the State party also referred to various human rights
activities and stated, in particular, that under the new law of 1983 on social
courts, disputes and arbitration commissions had been established in the German
Democratie Republic which helped citizens with advice on legal matters and the
exercise of their rights and gave advice on meeting legal obligations, that in the
case of legal protection, a considerable contribution was made, in addition to
barristers, by trade unions or the legal advisers or counsels appointed by them;
that 37.7 per cent of the representatives elected to local assemblies and
50 per cent of legal officers were women, and that the German Democratie Republic
was among the countries with the lowest crime rate in the world.

483. Members of the Committee welcomed the spirit of co-operation shown by the
German Democratie Republic and expressed their appreciation to the Government for
its second periodic report and for the additional information provided by the
representative of the reporting State.

Constitutional and legal framework within which the Covenant ls implemented

484. With reference to this issue, members of the Committee wished to receive
information on the significant changes relating to the implementation of the
Covenant since the previous report, precisely in what respects had steady progress
been made in the Implementation of civil and political rights since the submission
of the previous report, promotional activities concerning the Covenant, and factors
and difficulties, if any; affecting the implementation of the Covenant. They also
wished to receive information on whether the Government had achieved a balance
between civil and political rights on the one hand and economic, social and
cultural rights on the other, whether any study had been made of the restrictions
placed on civil and political rights in order to determine whether they were really
necessary and consistent with the principle of proportionality, which was the
guiding criterion of the Covenant. with regard to promotional activities, members
asked, in particular, to what extent and in what ways knowledge of human rights
recognized in the Covenant was imparted to schools and universities, to public
officiaIs and law enforcement officers, and to the general public, to what extent
the Covenant was made available to the general public and whether it was available
in libraries and bookshops, whether trade unions and other organizations were aware
of the OOvenant provisions, whether the bulletin of the Human Rights Committee of
the German Democratie Republic was easily circulated in the country, whether the
OOmmittee included people from different walks of life and how its activities were
planned, whether besides the planned activities there were also more spontaneous
ones by non-governmental organizations, or demonstrations of solidarity, and
finally, whether the summary records of the Committee's consideration of the
present report and the Committee's proceedings wouId be published in the bulletin.

485. Clarification was requested on the views of the German Democratie Republic
regarding self-determination of peoples (article 1 of the Covenant). Recalling a
paraIleI question to the Democratie People's Republic of Korea, a member asked
whether the policy of the German Democratie Republic on reunification of Germany
accorded vith that principle, and whether it considered self-determination to be a
dYnamic or static concept. Another mernber wanted additional information on what
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was being done with regard to the self-determination of other peoples referring in
particular to southern Africa and Palestine. It was also asked whether the country
had granted diplomatie status to either the PLO or the SWAPO. Members further
asked what was the legal framework of the participation of citizens in public
administration and whether it was encouraged. More information was also sought
concorning the regulations governing family reunification and transborder
marriages, on the content of the Third Penal Modification Act of 28 June 1979 to
which reference was made in the report; on the petitions and appeals made at the
administrative, judicial and legal levels, and whether petitions could be
classified as effective remedies within the meaning of article 2, paragraph 3, of
the Covenant and whether there were any specific rules concerning their handling.
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486. In his reply, the representative of the State party stated that in the last
10 to 20 years the idea of human rights had become much more widespread in his
country, that human rights issues formed part of the legal education in high
schools and were frequently discussed in the mass media and that the citizens'
consciousness and awareness of human rights had enormously increased, and that
civil and political rights found expression not only in the constitution but in
official commentaries and textbooks published in the last few years; that the
Covenant and the text of the final act of Helsinki and the complete text of the
concluding document of the Madrid conference had been pub1ished in the German
Democratie Republic, that a human rights committee had been in existence in the
country for more than 20 years, issuing a bulletin and most recently publishing the
Government's second periodic report to the Committee, and that the Government had
taken note of the various problems discussed in the Committee, in particular,
during consideration of the first periodic report. He explained that the two
German States were of a different socio-economic system and that it would be
impossible ta compare the situation in Korea with the situation in Europe or use
the reunification policy cf the Democratie People's Republic of Korea as a genera1
model. He also pointed out that there had been a significant increase in the use
of petitions in the last few years under article 103 of the Constitution, that
petitions were a simple and informaI procedure, no fee was payable and they often
produced more bcnefits than filling an action with a court, that about 50 per cent
of petitions challenging judgements or other legal decisions proved successful.
The representative stressed that petitions were not appeals and could not be used
in place of appeals. Moreover, they could not achieve any formaI modification of a
decision of a court. Petitions often consisted of criticisms of decisions or
activities of State organe and other organizations. Article 1 of the Petitions Act
stipulated that exercising the right of petition must not result in any
disadvantage to a citizen or a social organization. Article 7 stipulated that the
petitioner had the right to a detailed written or oral answer to his petition which
had to be delivered within four weeks. Under articles 10 and Il the relevant sta':e
organs and other bodies were required to analyse the contents of petitions with a
view to improving their work. The representative stressed that the highly
developed level of economic, political, social and cultural life in the German
Democratie Republic was the basis for a full guarantee of human rights and the
equality of aIl human beings without any discrimination, as weIl as of the largest
possible political participation of citizens in the conduct of public affairs.

487. As regards the Cammittee for Human Rights in the German Democratie Republic,
the representative said that the Committee was an independent, non-governmental
body without affiliation to any political party, it was not responsible to any
authority, institution or organization. Its membership consisted of
representatives from various organizations and included representatives of
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different parties, mass organizations, central government bodies, acadernic
establishments, hence it represented varying interest and social groups.

Equality of th~ sexes

488. With regard to the second issue, members of the Committee wished ta receive
information on the equality of the sexes which was dealt with in paragraphs 16 ta
20 of the report. In particular, since measures taken to improve the status of
women couId have considerable implications for family life and for the care and
upbringing of children, further details were requested on how those problems were
dealt with in the German Democratic Republic. In addition, information was
requested on whether married women were treated in the sarne way as unmarried wornen,
fram what age interruption of pregnancy was permitted and whether there was any
dietinction between the treatment of minors and adult women, whether a married
warnan eould have an abortioh without the agreement of her husband, what the impact
of abortion on family life was and was the opinion of the husband taken into
consideration, and whether the birth rate had decreased in the country and, if sa,
what problems were envisaged.

489. Replying to those questions, the representative of the State party pointed out
that about 50 per cent of aIl students at colleges and nearly 75 per cent of aIl
students in technical schools were women, that 99 per cent of girls who had
completed 10 years of compulsory schooling bagan vocational training, and that as a
result, the number of women having completed vocational or higher education was
steadily growing. Replying to other questions concerning the status of women and
family l!fe he said that the State provided financial as~ tance for working
mothers, that many mothers took a 7ear's paid maternity leave, that families with
three or more children received priority in housing, that paid maternity leave
would be extended to 18 months, that mothers taking care of sick children received
an allowance equivalent to the sick pay to which they were entitled after the
seventh week of their own in~apacitation and those benefits were also available to
~nmarried mothers. He also stated that the paid leave available for working
mothers who wished to cace for their children had be;;n extended to 18 months. It
was, however, true that working mothers, and especially those more highly
qualified, tended to lose part of their professional development due to rnaternity
and did n~t find it easy to reach the level of their male colieagues, especially in
scientific fields. In the administration of justice, however, women are playing a
large raIe. Replying to additional questions, the representative said that women
were free to decide whether they wished te work or to stay at home and take care of
their families. His country's experience showed that equality for women couId only
be achieved if men gave their full support and participation in what was a
difficult and complicated social process. Progressive steps had been taken to
allow every female to decide during the first three months of pcegnancy whether she
warted a child. In addition effective social measures and widespread family
planning were provided to ensure the equality and freedorn of wornen.

Rights to life

490. With referenc~ to this issue, mewbers of the Committee wished to receive
information on the death penalty, including information on the number of cases and
for what offences the de~th penalty had been carried out, whether any consideration
was being given to its abolition, deaths resulting from action of the security
forces, w~at instructions security forces had received regarding the use of
fire-arms, and in relation to the deployment of nuclear arms in Europe, what
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attitude did the Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic take
and what practical steps had the German Democratic Republic taken to promote
disarmament. Regarding the right to live in peace, the report referred to
"relentless punishment of crimes against peace, humanity, human rights and war
crimes" an indispensable prerequisite for peace and stability, and memhers asked
whether the German Democratic Republic would favour the establishment of a criminal
jurisdiction on an international basis to deal with such crimes. Memhers also
raised questions as to the protection of health.

491. Oth~r questions raised by members concerned the manner in which the German
Democratic Republic conceived and applied the principle of unilateral renunciation
of military force. Other members referred to the inadequacy of article 4 of the
Constitution guaranteeing the right to live in peace relative to the broader right
to life guaranteed under article 6 of the Covenant; the possible violation of
article 6 through arbitrary use of deadly force by frontier guardsr in that
connection it was asked how many persons had been killed by automatically triggered
fire-arms along the frontier since the submission of the German Democratie
Republic's initial report in 1979. The wish was expressed that those devices be
removed.

492. The representative of the German Democratic Republic explained that the right
to life was linked to the right to peaee; that in the opinion of his Government, ••0
one should be arbitrarily depri,"ed of life, it would be wrong to interpret
article 4 of the Constitution as a limited protection of the right to life. Tha~

right was also protected by other provisions of the Constitution and specific
laws. The death penalty (arts. 6 (2), (3), (4) and (5) of the Covenant) was
applicable only to a very few serious crimes, including crimes against peace and
humanity, genocide and war crimes, high treason, espionage and very serious cases
of murder. He stressed that even in the case of military crimes the death penalty
was only applicable when the German Democratie Republic was the victim of
ag9ression and was in a state of national defence. In practice, since the
first periodic report, there had been no cases of death sentences either imposed or
executed. The question of abolition of the death penalty was linked to that of
international efforts towards peace to save the lives of millions from nuclear
war. Nothing was more important than peace and aIl means should be used to achieve
it, even the death penalty. The lessons of history had been learned under fascism
and the Government of the German Democratie Republic would fight with aIl means at
its disposaI against this most serious of crimes.

493. With reference to the question of death resulting from the action of the
seeurity forces, he said that weapons cou Id only he used to an appropriate extent
cornmensurate with the threat of danger offered. He quoted articles 26 and 27 of
the law on the State f~ontier of the German Democratie Republic which stated that
frontier troops might resort to physical action if other means were not adequate to
prevent serious implications for security and order in the frontier area and only
against violent acts. He also said that a complicated situation had existed for
more than 25 years due to the fact that the western frontier of the German
Democratie Republic had not been fully recognized as an international border.
Attempts had been made to destroy the Socialist State in the German Democratie
Republie and national security consequently had become a vital issue. The
situation of the border waS different from that prevailing in relation te other
States because it was a frontier between two differing social systems and dtvided
two military pacts. Turning to another question, he stated that fire-arms were the
ultimate measure against individuals only whe~ other physical action was
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ineffective and failed to prevent the perpetration of a crime. The lives of
persons would be spared if possible and injured persons aided. A similar law
governed the People's Police and corresponded to regulations enacted in other
democratic countries. It had very seldom been used because of the stable political
situation in the German Democratie Republic and the absence of terrorism or
banditry. There had been a strict control on fire-arms since 1945 and prohibition
on their possession or importe

494. with reference to questions on the right to live in peace, he said that the
explicit inclusion of human rights in paragraph 26 of the Penal Code illustrated
the view that the protection of peace, humanity and human rights was one and the
same, that individual human rights were protected by law; that the more serious
crimes, such as mercenary or war crimes, were equivalent to crimes against
humanity, that the Code was particularly clear with regard to crimes against
natienal, ethnie, racial or religious groups and that in the past few years a
number of ex-Nazi criminals had been tried and sentenced for war crimes. The
representative also stated that his Government thought the question of an
international criminal jurisdiction for that purpose was inseparable from the
sovereignty of any State, and that crimes against peace and humanity should be
prosecuted under the principle of universality within the competence of every
State. In relation to concrete steps for disarmament, he referred to the
willingness of the German Democratie Republic to accept the proposaI of the
Goverr~ent of Sweden for a nuclear-free zone in Europe and its efforts to ban aIl
nuclear weapons from European territory.

495. In response to the questions raised with regard ta the protection of health,
the representative state~ that health of the people was considered to be a human
~ight in the Constitution and was guaranteed by article 35 which provided for the
improvement of working and living conditions, the promotion of physical culture and
sport, and free medical care on the basis of the social insurance system.

406. He cited a number of statistics to illustrate health improvements in the
German Democratie Republic, in particul&r, infant mortality in 1983 had improved to
10.7 per thousand live births; in 1949 there had been 9,245 deaths from infectious
diseases but only 390 in 1982; deaths from malignant tumours and heart and
circulatory diseases had also dropped in recent years; the Government had paid
great attention to public health and in 1983 there were 22 doctors available
per 10,000 inhabitants compared with 7 per 10,000 inhabitants ~n 1949. Financial
support for public health had grown from 1 billion marks in 1950 to
Il billion marks in 1983.

497. Re~erring to questions on legislation concerning the beginning of life he said
that the start of life and the development of the personality occurred when the
body of the child separated from the body of the mother and from that moment the
individua! was considered to have human rights protected by penal law, although
even before that moment the foetus was protected under the laws on abortion and
article 363 of the Civil Code according to which a chi!d already conceived had the
right of inheritance. Legislation in the German Democratie Republic prohibited any
active assistance in ending a person's life and medical personnel involved in such
activities were punished. Where the transplant of organs was concerned, the German
Democratie Republic had sorne practice but no legislation; a transplant was regarded
as an operation ann the consent of both parties or their relatives was necessary.
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Liberty and security of persons

498. With reference to this issue, members of the Committee wished to receive
information concerning the circumstances and periods for which persons might be
detained without being charged with a criminal offence; on the remedies available
to persons (and their relatives) who believed that they were being detained
wrongfully, on the effectiveness of those remedies, on observance of article 9, :~.·l'
paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Covenant, on the maximum period for which persons might
be detained pending trial; on solitary confinement; on the contact between arrested
persons and lawyersJ on the prompt notification of family in case of arrest;
detailed' information on the Ordinance of 8 November 1979 on the care of persons and
the protection of dwellings and property in case of arrest, the laws on the
treatment of persons in custody during investigation and their compatibility with
the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Offenders.

499. In addition, members of the Committee wished to receive further information
concerning possible violation of article 9 of the Covenant through the arbitrary
arrest of peaceful demonstrators; concerning the conditions of detention such as
whether prisoners were obliged to work, whether there were programmes for
prisoners' education and for their social rehabilitationJ whether ther0 were
separate places of detention for those undergoing trial and those already
sentenced; whether there were high-security prisons and whether political prisoners
were kept separately from common criminals. In addition, information was requested
concerning the claims made by many persons charged with attêmpted escape, that they
were unaware of the applicable Penal Law covering their offenceJ and concerning
reported violations of article 9, paragraph 4, of the Covenant involving delays of
as much as six months prior to trial.

500. The representative of the German Democratie Republic stated that no arbitrary
deprivation of liberty existed in the German Democratic Republic. In practical
terms, under article 125 of the Penal Code any person could apprehend another if he
were in flight anu if he were suspected of attempting to abscond and his identity
could not be established. The procurator and the investigating authorities could
order temporary apprehension of a person if the conditions for issuing a warrant
prevailed. Such a person, however, must be brought before a competent court not
later than the next day. Following preliminary arrest, a number of legal remedies
were applicable and available to the person concerned. A date must be appointed
for a public trial not later than four weeks after a person had been charged. In
90 per cent of criminal proceedings that period was complied with and only in
exceptional circumstances, which had to he recorded, was that provision not
observed.

501. Turning to the question on the commitment of persons to institutions, he said
that principally the family was involved, and in sorne cases a member of the family
might legally represent the person in question. Under article 14.3 of the Law on
Commitment, a member of the family had the right to apply for the derogation of
commitment to an institution passed by a court provided that the family would see
to the medical treatment of the patient.

502. Replying to questiOns on the execution of criminal justice, the representative
stated that the standard minimum rules of hygiene in places of detention were
stringently observed. Labour safety regulations fnr prisoners were no worse than
those in force outside prison. In accordance with the Covenant, pre-trial and
criminally charged prisoners were separated, and pre-trial detainees were treated
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as persons who had not been proved guilty. Juveniles and adults were separated in
accordance with the provisions of the Covenant except in certain instances where
such juveniles were receiving training and were over 18 years of age. In other
instances juvenile offenders over 18 years of age might remain in juvenile prisons
to complete training. He also said that political opinions were not punished and
there were no special trials for those accused of political crimes nor special
prison regulations for political prisoners and that the German Democratie Republic
only held persons responsible for their criminal acts. Moreover, among the efforts
to rehabilitate prisoners stress was laid on parole before the full sentence had
been served as an important step in the transition from prison to freedom. A
prisoner who was released was given a job in accordance with the qualifications
obtained in prison and provided with lodging (unless he returned to his family) 1
those items were very important in the rehabilitation of former prisoners and were
complemented by social assistance.
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Freedom of movement

503. with reference to this issue, members of the Committee wished to receive
information on the restrictions on the freedom of movement currently in force, the
restrictions for citizens of the German Democratie Republic to enter their country,
the actions, if any, taken against persons who attempted to leave the country
without authorization, and the criteria used for permission to leave the country.
They asked, in particular, what documents were required for application for
authorization to leave the country either temporarily or permanentlYI whether they
included tax statements or statements by the employers or members of the family
regarding the purpose of the journey, documents from other administrations such as
the police and housing services and the duration of such certificatesl whether
citizens had the right to a passport and how the passport system of 1979 compared
to article 12, paragraph 2, of the Covenant, how restrictions could be justified
with regard to article 12, paragraph 3, of the Covenant, what protection of
national security meant and what were the criteria of proportionality to prevent
persons from going abroad, as weIl as how an application by a citizen to leave the
country was assessed in relation to the protection of public order. Furthermore,
explanation was requested on the number of applications to leave the country, on
the percentage of applications made for permission to leave for countries other
than those of Eastern Europe and what percentage of applications were granted or
refused and whether reasons were given for refusaI, which category of persons were
permitted or refused the right to leave, whether the legal reasons for refusaI were
mentioned in any text and whether the person concerned was informed of them and
what effective remedies the person could claim with reference to article 12,
paragraph 2, of the Covenant if a passport was refused. In addition to the normal
frontier posts for police and customs controls, it was asked whether any physical
obstacles existed to crossing the frontier and, if so, when they had been set up
and for what purpose and what the results of their existence and operation had
been, as weIl as how many persons had been condemned under article 213 of the
Penal COde.

504. The representative stated that liberty of movement was guaranteed by
article 32 of the Constitution, that it wes only restricted by law in certain
specifie circumstances in the interest of the citizen and of society, to ensure
security and protect health, for example in the case of epidemics, and that
residence restrictions might be imposed by court decision under article 31 of the
Penal Code in accordance with the nature of the crime.
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505. With reference to restrictions for citizens to enter their country, he said
that there were no circumstances or conditions under which citizens were not
allowed to enter the German Democratie Republic. Under article 10 of the Law on
Citizenship, citizens were allowed to move to another country upon request unless
the law and regulations stipulated otherwise.

506. As regards questions concerning the actions taken against persons who
attempted to leave the country without authorization, the representative asserted
that those persons violated the law, both in the case of citizens of the German
Democratie Republic and of foreigners residing there. Foreigners might have their
permit withdrawn or be expelled from the country, while citizens of the German
Democratie Republic might be charged under article 213 of the penal Code. Persons
known as "escape helpers" who received money for helping persons to leave the
country illegally cou Id be punished on the grounds of conducting traffic in human
beings.

507. Replying to questions posed on the criteria used for permission to leave the
country, the representative explained that requests to leave the country were
processed by the competent organs acting in accordance with national legislation,
such as the Passport Act and Passport and Visa Decree of 1979 and the Ordinance on
the regulation of questions concerning family reunification and marriage between
citizens of the German Democratie Republic and aliens of September 1983, and that
the temporary or permanent exit from one country to another depended on the
relation between States. In order to ensure the legitimate rights of their
citizens, the authorities reserved the right to grant permission to leave, because
the German Democratie Republic was located on the dividing line between two social
systems, even until today its laws on citizenship were not respected by aIl States
and the German Democratie Republic must defend itself against efforts to lure away
skilled manpower. He also stated that permission was refused if the rights of
citizens were impaired by the change of residence and also depended on the family
situation of the applicant, his profession, whether he had met his obligations in
the German Democratie Republic, whether he had given correct information, whether
his desire to change his residence was at conflict with the interests of the German
Democrc.tic Republic, whether he was free of military obligations or whether he was
involved in any criminal proceedings.

508. In reply to a number of questions, he said that the role of the frontier was
to determine the territory of the State with respect to its neighboursJ that his
Government wished for peaceful relations with all its neighbours and enjoyed
relations of friendship with them and that a country's right to its frontiers could
not be questioned under the Charter of the United Nations and the treaty of
Helsinki. '"1

Right to fair trial and eguality before the law

509. with reference to this issue, members of the Committee wished to receive
informalti')n on the legal guarantees with regard to the right of aIl persons to a
fair and public hearing by competent, independent and impartial tribunal, on the
relevant rules and practices conc~rning the publicity of trials and to public
pronouncement of judgements as required by article 14, paragraph 1, of the Covenant
and on specifie rules concerning the admission of the mass media to court hearingsJ
as weIl as on facilities for accused persons to enable them to obtain legal
assistance. Referring to article 94 (1) of the Constitution which stipulated that
only persons loyally devoted to the people and their socialist State couId be
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judges, it was asked whether there was a public body to decide which judges met
those requirements. As regards the admission of the mass media to court hearings,
more information was requested on whether observers from non-governmental
organizations could attend trials, what criteria were used to decide when a trial
should he heId in secret for reasons of State security and what measures were
applied to prevent trials from exceeding a reasonable limit, as required under
article 14 of the Covenant. As regards the right to a public hearing, it was
inquired whether in cases where articular facts were kept secret, was this not an
exception which could be very broadly interpreted and used to hoId trials in camera
whenever the State felt that for sorne reason or another it would be desirable for
them not to be held in public. It was also asked whether trials concerning Illegal
crossing of the frontier were normally held in public or always held in camera. In
addition, further clarification was requested regarding the principle of the
independence of the judiciary.

510. The representative of the German Democratie Republic stated that equal rights
of aIl individuals before the law was a fundamental basis of the legislation of the
German Democratie Republic and were enshrined in articles 20 and 94 of the
Constitution, article 5 of the Penal Code and article 5 of the Criminal Procedure
Code. The right to a fair and public hearing was guaranteed by articlu 105 of the
Constitution, articles 10 and Il of the Court Constitutional Act, articles 211
and 246 of the Penal Procedure Code, and articles 3, 43 and 44 of the Civil
Procedure Code. The independence and impartiality of the judiciary was guaranteed
by article 96 of the Constitution, article 5 of the Court Constitution Act, and
articles 156 and 222 of the Criminal Procedure Code. There were no extraordinary
courts in the German Democratie Republic. Military courts were included in the
general court system and there were no special military codes. The Supreme Court
ensured uniform application of the law by aIl courts, including military courts.

511. In order to safeguard a fair trial by an independent and impartial court,
article 7 of the Penal C~de included important provisions concerning the
eligibility and Election of judges, courts and judges were subject only to the
Constitution and the law and court judgements could only be revised by a superior
court. Only a special body of judges sitting in a disciplinary committee was
entitled to decide upon the disciplinary liability of a judge. The representative
also pointed out that article 94 of the Constitution required that only persons
loyally devoted to the people and their socialist State, and endowed with a high
measure of knowledge and Experience, human maturity and character might be judges.
The fact that judges were elected and had to be scrutinized by citizens' teams
provided a safeguard that people with the right personality became judges and that
has been his country's Experience.

512. As to the independence of judges, he stated that judges of the Supreme Court
were elected by the People's Chamber and might be recalled by it, and that the
People's Chamber issued guidelines for the work of the Supreme Court.
Nevertheless, it did not give orders as to how the Supreme Court was actually to
function.

513. With regard to the admission of rnass media to court hearings, it was a
principle of the administration of justice in the German Democratie Republic that,
in accordance with article 14, paragraph l, of the Covenant, court proceedings were
held in public. The only exceptions were in accordance with articles 44 and 211 of
the Criminal Procedure Code. Court proceedings were regularly reported in the mass
media as part of the process of developing the legal consciousness and awareness of
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the people. In conformity with article 14 of the Covenant, facilities were granted
to accused persons without Any restriction or discrimination. A person charged
with a criminal offence was entitled under article 61 of the Criminal Procedure
Code to defend himself and to avail himself of legal assistance at Any stage of the
proceedings and he was entitled to legal assistance of his own choosing free of
charge. Most advocates in the German Democratic Republic had joined the collegia
mentioned in the report; the collegia ensured that persons seeking advice could
freely choose their advocate from among members. An individual contract had to be
concluded between the client and an advocate which formed the basis for the
activity of the defence counsel.

Interference with privacy

514. with regard to this issue, members of the Committee wished to receive
information on the powers of security forces to search private houses and to
interfere with private correspondence.

515. The representative stated that the rights and duties of the security forces
were strictly stipulated by law and that such interference was admissible only in
regular preliminary proceedings or court proceedings as provided by article 98 of
the Criminal Code. If those legal prerequisites were not fulfilled, no one was
allowed to search private homes or to interfere with private correspondence. Under
article 19 of the Criminal Code, if the information provided gave rise to a
suspicion of a criminal action, a written order would be issued for the institution
of preliminary proceedings. Article 108, paragraph 2, of the Criminal Code
provided that a person could be searched if he was suspected of having committed or
participated in a criminal Act and if the search was expected to produce evidence.

516. Under article 115 of the Criminal Code, the post office might be ordered to
hold letters, telegrams and other postal matter addressed to the accused. If it
was established after opening the mail that retention was unnecessary, it must be
returned to the postal service. The surveillance and recording of
telecommunication might be ordered in the event of a strong suspicion of criminal
acts such as air piracy, and drug trafficking. Under article 121 of the Criminal
Code, application must be made to a court within 48 hours for confirmation of such
restrictive measures and if confirmation was denied, the measures must be cancelled
within 24 hours.

Freedom of expression

517. With reference to this issue members of the Committee wished to receive
information on the controIs exercised on freedom of the press and the mass media;
on cases where persons may be arrested or detained on account of their political
views; on restrictions on political debatesJ on the extent to which artistic
activity was dependent on membership in official organs of artists; as weIl as on
the criteria of admission to and dismissal from such organizations.

518. They also wished to receive further clarificaiton on the application in
practice of article 99 of the Criminal Code, under which it was a criminal offence
to collect information which was not classified as secret with a view to passing it
to foreign agencies or organizations, as weIl as how this article had been
interpreted by ~he courts.
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519. Moreover, members inquired what measures, in particular, were taken by the
State to enable people to seek and receive information, regardless of frontiersl
whether it was true that, in order to publish anything, a person needed the
authorization of the Minister of Information, whether, if an individual wished to
publicize his ideas for change or draw attention to alleged violations of rights,
what means were available for him to do so, whether he had to do it in the
government-controlled mass media or could issue sorne other publication.

520. Further information was also requested on the application of articles 106
and 220 of the Criminal Code, on whether there was any kind of private human rights
committee, in particular, whether there was a branch of Amnesty International or a
Helsinki Declaration Monitoring Group, and also how the German Democratie Republic
justified the fact that German language newspapers from other countries were not
available in that country. Ooncern was expressed that a private peace group, which
had chosen the monument "Swords into Ploughshares" as its symbol, had been
8ubjected to sanctions by public authorities.

521. The representative explained that freedom of expression was a fundamental
right of citizens of the German Democratie Republic and was ensured by article 27
of the Constitution. This guarantee was an essential part and p~e-condition of
socialist democracy. In the Republic the press was owned by the people, the
political parties and other organizations. There were no private newspapers or
journaIs and the press was not governed by commercial interests. The parties and
organizations which represented the ideas and feeling of the working people
determined the general poliey of the press. The people had an opportunity to write
articles and contribute to the press and there was a large network of popular
correspondents who reported on everyday affairs and experiences reflecting the
living and working conditions of the people.

522. There was no State control of the press. Radio and television were controlled
by two State committees which guided their activities. The committees represented
the working people and reflected their interests. Political and other subjects
were frequently discussed on radio and television. It should be noted that while
radio and television were under the control of the State, such control was not
directed at restricting or limiting freedom of expression but at promoting the use
and aprlication of that right to the greatest possible extent.

523. With regard to cases where persons might he arrestea or detained on account of
the political views which they expressed, he said that there had not been a single
case in the German Democratie Republic of arrest or detention on such grounds.
According to articles 19, 87 and 99 of the Constitution, criminal responsibility
arose only in respect of concrete acts and not in respect of a person's conviction,
attitude or opinion. In the case of crimes against humanity, propaganda for war,
and acts directed against the sovereignty of the German Democratie Republic, the
political power of the working people and public order, persons were not punished
as dissenters but were called to account on the grounds of their criminal conduct.

524. with regard ~o restrictions on political debate, he said that there were no
special legal or other restrictions on such debate. The general orientation for
political debate was to secure peac~ and to safeguard the welfare of the people as
laid down in the Constitution. Within the framework of that objective, people in
his country discussed freely in various forums the various problems which arose,
making the use of the right to participate in the conduct of public affairs.
FOllowing such debates, the people frequently submitted proposaIs to the relevant
bodies.
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525. With respect to the extent to which artistic activity was dependent on
membership in an official organ of artists and the criteria of admission to, and
dismissal from, such organizations, he said that artistic activity was an important
part of the cultural life and development of people in the German Democratie
Republic. Therefore, the State and society supported the promotion of artistic
activity. Such activity was not dependent on membership in any official
organization and any one who would wish to participate in an artistic activity
could do so in accordance with his ability. Therefore, groups and organizations of
artists formed in accordance with the Constitution were autonomous in that they
conducted their own affairs and drew up their own statutes. They were of course
registered with the competent State authorities in order to have legal status.

526. Replying to questions about the peaee movement in the German Democratie
Republic, he said that an active and extensive peace movement was independent of
State control. No citizen had been prosecuted for participating in peace movement
demonstrationsJ however, in recent years certain forces external to the German
Democratie Republic had initiated activities of a subversive nature sometimes using
the label of the peace movement.

527. Turning to the question on the possibility of obtaining newspapers from
Western countries in the German Democratie Republic, the representative pointed out
that many newspapers and films were indeed imported from other countries and the
citizens of his country had access to a great deal of information from German
language newspapers and television stations. He himself had travelled to many
countries where it had been impossible to buy newspapers from the German Democratie
Republic. Where reciprocity was concerned, a number of agencies carried out an
exchange of press with other countries, such as Austria, France and the United
Kingdom. Such exchanges, however, had been conducted in hard currency and the
issue was, therefore, complicated. Postal communications had been successfully
extended. Independent publishing houses were able to purchase the books of their
choice. Nationally-owned companies examined the manuscripts they received for
suitability to ascertain whether they were compatible with their publishing
policy. There was no Government interference or censorship.

Right of peaceful assembly

528. Members of the Committee requested information on the restrictions on this
right

529. In this connection, the representative stated that the right of peaceful
assembly was basic to socialist democracy and guaranteed by the Constitution and
all bodies in the State. Every day many meetings of organizations were held and
the only restrictions were provisions regulating material conditions to be met for
health and traffic purposes, for in~tance. Groups inviting the public for such
activities as dances, concerts or pop festivals must apply to the State authorities
for special permission.

Freedom of association

530. with reference to this issue, members of the Committee wished to receive
information on the right of workers to establish organizations of their own
choosing, on the requirements needed to form a political party and on whether a
political party may be formad to promote changes of the present Constitution by
peaceful means.
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531. In addition, members of the Committee wished to receive further clarification
on the provisions of article l of the Constitution, which stated that the German
Democratie Republic was the political organization of the working people •••• led
by the working class and its Marxist-Leninist party·, in particular, whether that
provision did not exclude the possibility of change and whether political parties
in the country could adopt a capitalist ideology and what specifie restrictions had
been posed on freedom of association. Moreover, information was also requested on
whether the German Democratie Republic had acceded to the ILO Convention of 1948
concerning Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize, whether
the statement in the report that the nature and aims of associations had to be in
agreement with the objectives of the socialist society was not restrictive of the
right of freedom of association, as weIl as whether private farmers were able to
form associations or trade unions to de fend their interests.

532. Replying to questions raised under this issue, the representative stated that
socialist society was based on co-operation and mutuaI assistance and needed
appropriate forms of organization. In using that freedom the workers had joined
organizations, namely, trade unions, such as had existed in the pasto Immediately
after being liberated from the Hitlerian dictatorship the workers had formed a
confederation of trade unions, the Confederation of Fr~é German Trade Unions - and
had elected a national executive committee. That body nad become the largest and
most powerful organization in the country, comprising more than nine million
members. Articles 44 and 45 of the Constitution provided that, inter alia, the
free trade unions had the right to conclude agreements with goverliment authorities,
to initiate legislation and safeguard the rights of the working people and their
living and working conditions. Trade unions were under the protection of the State
and, in turn, protected the rights of the workers. Judges in the labour courts
must have the support of the trade union boards who submitted lists from which
judges were elected. At a labour court, there must be one senior judge, one
professional judge and three lay judges proposed by the national executive of the
Confederation of Free German Trade Unions. He found it difficult to imagine that
any warker would try to found a separate trade union, which could never be so
important and influential as the present one.

533. As regards private farmers, who were not in a position of economic dependence
on an enterprise as other workers were, they had seen no need to form unions.
Those farmers who wished joined collectives which were free to choose how to
realize their own aims. The Congress of Farmers which met every five years
discussed their affairs and made proposaIs to the Government for new legialation.

534. As regards the formation of political parties, he said that there were five
political parties which had been re-established after the liberation from fascism,
taking account of the lessons learned from history. They represented the different
strata &nd interests of society. The main one was the Socialist Unity Party, which
was Marxist-Leninist. The others were the Christina Democratie Party, which
refused the Marxist-Leninist ideological basis and reflected the Christian view of
the world, the Liberal Democratie Party, which reflected the interes~s of
craftsmen, the National Democratie Party which was favoured by the intelligentsia,
and the Democratie Peasants' Party. In general, they had common political aims f

which led them to join in a democratic block. They were not confrontational
because of the stable political situation and had an agreed proportion of places in.
the People's Chamber. As an example of the parties' participation in government,
he pointed out that the President of the Supreme Court was a leading member of the
Christian Democratie Party, the Minister of Justice was a leading member of the

-104-



Liberal Democratie Party and one of his deputy ministers was a leading member of
the Na1:.ional Democratie Party. Judges and other legal officials included many
people coming from different parties. In the early days there had been differences
but they now co-operated for the benefit of all.

Protection of family, including the right to marry

535. Members of the Cornrnittee wished to receive information on the restrictions, if
any, on the right of citizens of the German Democratie Republic of mar~iageable age
to marry aliens.

il

~
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536. The representative said that the Family Code of the German Democratie Republic
provided for mar~iage rules similar to those of most European countries. For
marriage to an alien, sorne formal prerequisites were necessary, determined for each
of the two spouses by the law of tne State of which they were nationals. Where
such a marriage was contracted outside the German Democratie Republic, the law of
the State where the marriage took place prevailed, provided it was compatible with
the law of the country of which one of the spouses was a national.

Political rights

537. with reference to this issue, members of the Cornrnittee wished to receive
information on the restrictions on the exercise of the rights set forth in
article 25 of the Covenant. The representative stated that a socialist State
needed the participation of all its citizens more than any other form of society
dià and that all were entitled to vote and to be elected, and secrecy was
guaranteed. Exceptions were people who had been deprived of their rights by court
order, who were mentally incapacitated or prisoners whether before or after
sentence. Of course, special qualifications were necessary for such people as
judges, medical officers and financial experts.

General observations

538. Members of the Cornrnittee thanked the representati~;~ of the German Democratie
Republic for his extensive and careful replies and for his close co-operation with
the Cornrnittee. They welcomed the desire shown by the Government of the German
Democratie Republic to continue the constructive dialogue. Sorne members of the
Committee noted that the representative had been unable to deal with several
important questions, and stated that they were disappointed with a number of
answers of too general a nature. In addition, they expressed the hope that the
remaining questions would be replied to in writing. The fact that the proceedings
of the Cornrnittee would be transmitted to the Government was encouraging. It was
hoped that the questions, answers and observations made would be published
in extenso by the press. Sorne memb~rs welcomed the fact that, despite
disagreements, a dialogue had beenl initiated and expressed the hope that benefits
would be derived from tnis mutual encounter.

539. Further general observations were made concerning the interpretation of the
Covenant. One member cornrnented on the many references made by the delegation of
the German Democratie Republic to the specifie socialist concept of human rights.
He pointed out that the wording and spirit of the Covenant as an international
instrument was the yardstick; the specifie apprûach of aState had to be consistent
with it. Another mernber stressed that the uniform application of the Covenant had
to be ensured by the Cornrnittee. It was finally said by a third member that
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although different social systems made it inevitable that there should be different
concepts, the Committee had to ensure the implementation of the minimum provided
for in the Covenant.

540. The representative stated that his Government would study the various
approaches to the question of human rights in an effort to create all conditions
necessary for the full realization of the human rights covered by the Covenant by
progressively developing economic, social and political relations.

C. Question of the reports and general comments of the Committee

Introduction

541. Earlier annual reports of the Human Rights Committee have given accounts of
its discussions of the question of its reports and general comments under
article 40, paragraph 4, of the Covenant following its study of State reports. !li
It may be recalled that on the basis of this experience and without prejudice to
the further consideration of its duties under article 40, paragraph 4, the
Committee began to give specific attention to the question of the adoption of
general conuuents.

542. The statement on the Committee's duties under article 40, adopted at its
260th meeting (eleventh session), noted that having examined initial reports
received from many states parties from clifferent regions of the world and with
widely differing political, social and legal systems, the Committee should proceed
to formula te general comments, based o~ the consideration of reports, for
transmission to the States parties. The Committee agreed that in formulating
general comments it would be guided by the following principles:

(a) They should be addressed to the States parties in conformity with
article 40, paragraph 4, of the CovenantJ

(b) They should promote co-operation between States parties in the
implementation of the CovenantJ

(c) They should summarize experience the Committee had gained in considering
State reportsJ

(d) They should draw the attention of States parties to matters relating to
the improvement of the reporting procedure and the implementation of the CovenantJ

(e) They should stimulate activities of States parties and international
organizations in the promotion and protection of human rights.

The Committee further agreed that the general commenta could be related,
inter alia, to the following subjects:

(a) The implementation of the ~bligation to submit reports under article 40
of the CovenantJ

(b) The implementation of the obligation to guarantee the rights set forth in
the CovenantJ
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(C) Questions related to the application and the content of individual
articles of the Covenant,

(d) Suggestions concerning co-operation between States parties in applying
and developing the provisions of the Covenant. ~

543. Pursuant to the above-mentioned decisions, the committee, at its thirteenth
session, in 1981, adopted a set of general comments relating to its experience with
the reporting obligation of States parties, their obligation to implement the
Covenant under article 2 as well as articles 3 and 4 of the Covenant.!2/ In the
introduction to these general comments, the Committee reiterated its desire to
assist States parties in fulfilling their reporting obligations. It pointed out
that its general comments drew attention to some aspects of this matter but did not
purport to be limitative or to attribut~ any priority as between different aspects
of the implementation of the Covenant. It added that the purpose of the general
comments was to make its experience available for the benefit of all States parties
in order to promote their further implementation of the Covenant, to draw their
attention to insufficiencies disclosed by a large nu.eber of reports, to suggest
improvements in the reporting procedure, and to stimulate the activities of States
and international organizations in the promotion and protection of human rights.

544. At its sixteenth session, in 1982, the Committee adopted general comments on
articles 6, 7, 9 and 10. 1QI At its nineteenth session, in 1983, further general
comments were adopted on articles 19 and 20. ~

545. During the period covered by the present report, the Committee adopted general­
comments on articles land 14 at its twenty-first session in 1984 (see annex VI).

Method of preparation

546. The method followed by the Committee in the drafting of general comments has
been to ent~ust the preparation of an initial draft to a representative working
group of members. This working group solicits the views of its members as well as
of other members of the Committee, who are all invited to submit wr,itten proposals
for consideration. The various proposals received are then discussed within the
working group, which attempts to prepare ~ text capable of reaching consensus
within the Committee as a whole.

547. The working group on general comments usually prepares a draft for
consideration in the Committee which is circulated as a conference room paper for
discussion in public session. The members of the Committee are then given full
opportunity to comment on the proposals of the working group, ask questions, seek
explanations or clarifications, and propose modifications or additions. In many
instances, the draft is referred back to the working group for further elaborations
and deliberations and the process fs repeated in the working group as well as in
the Committee. After these processes have been gone through and when all members
of the Committee are satisfied, the general comments are formally adopted and
included in the annual report of the Committee. The translations of texts adopted
only in one working language at the twenty-first session were considered and
approved separately at the twenty-second session, at which a number of difficulties
had to be overcome.
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General comment on article 1

548. The Committee discussed its general aomment on article 1 at its 476th, 478th,
503rd, 504th, 5l3th, 514th and 516th meetings, on the basis, first, of an initial
draft provided by its working group and later of a revised draft prepared by the
working group in the light of discussions in public sessions of the Committee. At
its 537th meeting, it considered and approved the translations into the other
working languages of the text adopted in English at its 516th meeting.

General comment on article 14

549. The Committee considered the working groupls draft general comment on this
article at its 504th, 505th, 506th, 510th and 516th meetings. Translations into
aIl working languages were considered and approved at the 537th meeting.

The use of general comments

550. In line with the declared purposes of the Committeels general comments (see
para. 543 above), the Committee itself has placed importance on their use,
primarily within the reporting system but also in other connections, and has
welcomed any observations on them or publicity given to them.

551. Thus, the guidelines for reports from States under article 40,
paragraph l (b), ~ of the Covenant mentions information taking the general
comments into account among matters on which the contents of reports should
concentrate. The Committee and its members have often referred to the general
comments wnen examining reports and putting questions to State representatives.
Sorne States have also done so.

552. Under article 40, paragraph 5, of the Covenant States parties may submit
observations on general comments. However, formaI use of this opportunity has so
far not been made by any State party.

553. On the other hand, debates in the United Nations General Assembly (Third
Committee) on the Committeels annual reports have shown interest in the general
comments, and views on their substance and function have sometimes been expressed,
to which members of the Committee have responded in their turn.

554. At its 490th meeting, the Committee was ia~formed that the Centre for Human
Rights regularly drew attention to the general comments in the various organs
serviced by the Centre and had circulated consolidated versions of them.

555. In the consultations between the President of the Economie and Social Council
and the Chairman of the Committee and in the Councills recent debate, a potential
role has been suggested for the Council as a forum where the Committeels general
comments could be considered and policy recommendations might be made.

Further work on general comments

556. At its twenty-second session, the Committee considered which articles of the
Covenant or other subjects it should now take up for general comments and what
procedure to follow to ensure continued progress in this field. The need for
better planning and more system was stressed, and it was pointed out that its
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method of preparat;.on could be greatly assisted by the Secretariat in the ~ay

suggested by the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights at the twenty-first
session.

557. The Committee decided to ask its next working group under article 40 to
prepare for the next session a programme for its further work on general comments
in the light of the Committee's discussion and to consider, if possible, any
tentative drafts put before the working group by any member.
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III. CONSIDERATION OF COMMUNICATIONS ONDER THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

Introduction

558. Under the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, individuals who claim that any of their rights enunlerated in the
Covenant have been violated and who have exhausted aIl available domestic remedies
May submit written communications to the Human Rights Committee for consideration.
Thirty-fou~ of the 80 States which have acceded to or ratified the Covenant have
accepted the competence of the Committee to deal with individual complaints by
ratifying or acceding to the Optional Protocol. These States are Barbados,
Bolivia, Cameroon, Canada, the Central African Republic, Colambia, Congo,
Costa Rica, Denmark, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Finland, France, Iceland,
Italy, Jamaica, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mauritius, the Netherlands, Nicaragua,
Norway, Panama, Peru, Protugal, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Senegal,
Suriname, Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zaire and Zambia. No
communication can be received by the Committee if it concerns a State party to the
Covenant which is not aIse a party to the Optional Protocol. Communications have
been received with respect to 17 State parties.

Procedure

559. Consideration of communications under the Optional Protocol takes place in
closed meetings (art. 5 (3) of the Optional Protocol). AlI documents pertaining to
the work of the Committee under the Optional Protocol (submissions from the parties
and other working documents of the Committe) are confidential. The texts of final
decisions of the Committee, consisting of views adopted under article 5 (4) of the
Optional Protocol, are however made public. As regards decisions declaring a
co.r~u~ication inadmissible, which are aIse final, the Committee has decided that it
will normally make ~hese decisions public, substituting initiaIs for the nm~as of
the alleged victim(s) and the author(s).

560. In carrying out its work under the Optional Protocol, the Committee is
assisted by Working Groups on Communications, consisting of not more than five of
its members, which submit recornrnendations to the Committee on the action to be
taken at the various stages in the consideration of each case. The Committee has
also designated individual members to act as Special Rapporteurs in a number of
cases. The Special Rapporteurs place their recommendations before the Committee
for consideration.

561. The procedure for the consideration of communications received under the
Optional Protocol consists of several main stages.

(a) Reqistration of the communication

Communications are received by the Secretariat and are registered in
accordance with the Committee's provisional rules of procedure. They are
numbered consecutively, indicating aIse the year of registr3tion
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(e.g. No. 1/1976).** For each session of the Committee the Secretariat
prepares a list of communications registered since the last session, which
contains summaries of new cases brought to the attention of the Committee. An
annex to th~ lise contains summaries of communications which, although they
relate to alleged violations of human rights by States parties to the Optional
Protocol, have not yet been reqistered as cases by the Secretariat, but which
are brought to the attention of the Committee as borderline cases. The
Secre~ariat may also, when necessary, request clarification from the author
concerning the applicability of the Protocol to his communication.

(b) Admissibility of communication

Once a communication has been registered, the Committee must decide
whether it is admissible under the OptionalProtocol. The requirements for
admissibility, which are contained in articles l, 2, 3 and 5 (2) of the
Optional Protocol, are listed in rule 90 of the Committee's provisional rules
of proc~dure. Under rule 91 (1) the Committee or a Working Group may request
the State party concerned or the author of the communication to submit, within
a time-limit which i5 indicated in each such decision (normally between six
weeks and two menths), additional written information or observations relevant
to the question of admissibility of the communication. Such a request does
not imply that any decision has been taken on the question of admissibility
(rùle 91 (3». The decision to declare a communication admissible or
inadmissible rests with the Committee. The Committee may also decide to
terminate or suspend consideration of a communication if its author indicates
that he wants to withdraw the case or if the Secretariat has lost contact with
the author. A decision to declare a communication inadmissible or otherwise
to terminata or suspend consideration of it may, in a clear case, be taken
without referring the case to the State party for its observations.

(c) Consideration on the merits

If a communication is declared a.dmissihle, the Committee proceeds to
consider the substance of the complaint. In accordance with article 4 of the
Optional Protocol, it re~Jests the State party concerned to submit to the
Committee explanations or statements clarifying the matter. Under
article 4 (2), the State party has a time-limit of six months in which to
submit its observations. When they are received, the author is given an
opportunity to comment on the observations of the State party. The Committee
then normally formulates its views and forwards thern to the State party and to
the autho~ of the communication, in accordance with article 5 (4) of the
Optional Protocol. The State party may be requested to transmit a copy of the
views to an imprisoned victim. In exceptional cases, further information may
be sought from the State party. or the author by means of an interm decision
before the Committee finally adopts its views. A Committee member may alao
write an individual opinion, which is appended to the Committee's views.

** The numbering system was changed at the eighteenth session of the
Committee. Previously, the reference number of each case consisted of the
seriaI number of the case in the register, preceded by the number of the list
of communications in which it was summarized and the letter "R" indicating
"restricted" (e.g. R.l/l).
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Duration of procedure

562. Since the Committee, which meets three times a year, must a110w bath the
author and the State party sufficient time to prepare thei! submissions, a decision
on admissibi1ity can only be taken between six months and a year after the initial
submlssionJ views under article 5 (4) may fo110w one year 1ater. The entire
procedure norma11y may be comp1eted within two to three years. The Committee tries
to deal expeditious1y with a11 communications.

Progress of work

563. Since the Committee started its work under the Optiona1 Protoco1 at its second
session in 1977, 174 communications have been p1aced before it for consideration
(147 of these were p1aced before the Committee from its second to its nineteenth
sessionJ 27 further communications have been p1aced before the Committee since
then, i.e. at its twentieth, twenty-first and twenty-second sessions, covered by
the present report}. During these seven years, some 342 forma1 decisions have been
adopted. A volume containing a selection of decisions fram the second to the
sixteenth session is being pub1ished.

564. The status of the 174 communications p1aced before the Human Rights Committee
for consideration, so far, is as fo11ows:

(a) Conc1uded by views under article 5 (4) of the Optiona1 Protoco1J

(b) Concluded in another manner (inadmissible, discontinued, susp~nded or
withdrawn) J

(c) Dec1ared admissible, not yet conc1uded,

(d) Peüding at pre-admissibility stage (15 thereof transmitted to the State
party under rule 91 of the Committee's provisiona1 ru1es of p~ocedure).

565. At its twentieth session, he1d from 24 OCtober to 11 November 1983, the Human
Rights Committee, or its working Group C~ Communications, examined 22
communications submitted to the Committee under the Optiona1 Protoco1. The
Committee conc1uded consideration of two cases by adopting its views thereon.
These are cases Nos. 83/1981 (Raul Noe1 Martinez Machado v. Uruguay) and 103/1981
(Batl1e OXandabarat Scarrone v. Uruguay). Decisions were taken in 10 cases under
ru1e 91 of the Committee's provisiona1 ru1es of procedure, requesting information
on questions of admissibi1ity from one or both of the parties. Consideration of
six cases was postponed. Secretariat action was requested in the remaining four
cases, main1y for the purpose of obtaining additiona1 information from the authors
to a110w further consideration by the Committee.

566. At its twenty-first session, he1d from 26 Match to 13 April 1984, the Human
Rights Committee, or its working Group on Communications, examined
44 communications submitted to the Committee under the Optiona1 Protoco1. The
Committee conc1uded consideration of four cases by adopting its views thereon.
These are cases Nos. 85/1981 (Hector Alfredo Romero v. uruguay), 109/1981
(Teresa G6mez de Voituret v. ULuguay), 110/1981 (Antonio Viana Acosta v. Uruguay)
and 123/1982 (Jorge Manera L1uberas v. Uruguay). Sixteen communications were
dec1ared admissible (under ru1e 88, paragraph 2, of its provisiona1 ru1es of
procedure the Committee decided to dea1 joiht1y with eight of these communications)
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and two communications were declared inadmissible. Decisions were taken in five
cases under rule 91 of the Committee's provisional ru1es of procedure, requesting
information on questions of admissibility from one or bath of the parties.
Consideration of five cases was discontinued. Secretariat action was requested in
the remaining 12 cases, mainly for th~ purpose of obtaining additional information
from the authorF to allow further consideration by the Committee •

567. At its twenty-second session, held from 9 to 27 July 1984, the Human Rights
Committee, or its working Gr~up on Communications, examined 17 communications
sUbmitted to the Committee uuder the Optional protocol. The Committee concâudeô
consideration of one case by arlopting its views ther~on. This i5 case No. 124/1982
(Tshitenge Muteva v. Zaire). One communication was declared admissible and one
inadmissible. A decision was ta~en in one case uùder rule 91 of the Committee's
rules of procedure, requesting information on questions of admissibility from the
State party. Consideration of two cases was discontinued. Secretariat action was
requested in the remaining Il cases, mainly for the collection of further
information.

568. The texts of the views adopted by the Committee at its twentieth, twenty-first
and twenty-second sessions are reproduced in annexes VII to XIII of the present
report. The texts of three decisions on inadmissibility, adopted at the
Committee's twenty-first and twenty-second sessions (Nos. 117/1981, M.A" v. Italy,
163/1984, Group of associations for the defence of the rights of disabled and
hand1capped persons in Italy v. Italy, and 78/1980, A.D. v. Canada), are reproduced
in annexes XIV to XVI.

Issues considered by the Committee

569. The following sU~Ra~y illustrates the nature and reeults of the Committee's
activities under the Optional Protocol. It does not cons~itute an exhaustive
restatement, for the full text of the Committee's findings and views the reader
should consult the annual reports and the forthcoming voluloe of Selected Decisions
of the Human Rights Committee.

1. Procedural issues

570. A nlJrnber of questions relating te the admissibility of communications have
been dealt with in the Committee's earlier reports to the General Assembly or in
the Committee's decisions on particular communicationsc These issues always
depend, directly or indirectly, on the terms of the Optional Protecol, and concern,
inter alia, the following matters •

(a) The stapding of the author

571" Normally, a communication should be submitted by the individual himself or by
his representative, the Committee may, however, accept to consider a communication
submitted on behalf of an alleged victim when it appears that he is unable to
submit the communication himself (ru1e 90 (1) (b». In practice, the Committee bas
accepted communications not only fram a duly authorized legaJ. representative, but
also from a close family member acting on behalf of an a1leged victim, but in other
cases the Committee has found that the author ot a communication lacked standing.
In case No. 128/1982, the author was a member of a non-governmental organization
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and had taken interest in the alleged victim's situation. He claimed to have
authority to act because he believed "that every prisoner treated unjustly would
appreciate further investigation of his case by the Human Rights Committeen• The
Committee decided that the author lacked standing and declared the communication
inadmissible. The Human Rights Committee has thus established through a number of
decisions on admissibility that a communication submitted by a third party on
behalf of an alleged victim can only be considered if the author justifies his
authority to submit the communication.

572. The Committee has also held that an organization as such cannot subr.lit a
communication. In case No. 163/1984 (see annex XV below) it stated: nAccording to
article l of the Optional Protocol, only individuals have the r~ght to submit a
communication. To the extent, therefore, that the communication originates from
the [organization], it has to be dec1ared inadmissible because of lack of personal
standing". Similarly, in case No. 104/1981, the Committee declared a communication
inadmissible, partly because nthe W.G. Party is an association and not an
individual, and as such cannot submit a communication to the Committee under the
Optional Protocol n•

(b) The victim

573. The Committee has clarified in case No. 35/1978 that na person can only claim
to he a victim in the sense of article l of the optional Protocol if he or she is
actually affected. It is a matter of degree how concretely this requirement should
he taken. However, no individua1 can in the abstract, by way of an actio
popu1aris, challenge a law or practice claimed to be contrary to the Covenant. If
th~ law or practice has not already been concretely applied ~o the detriment of
that individual, it must in any event be applicable in such a way that the alleged
victim's risk of being affected is more than a theoretical possibilityn. That is,
a person is not a victim unless he has personally suffered a violation of his
rights. In case No. 61/1979 the Committee stressed nthat it has only been
entrusted with the mandate of examining whether an individual has suffered an
actual violation of his rights. It cannot review in the abstract whether national
legislation contravenes the Covenant, although such legislation may, in particular
circumstances, produce adverse effects which directly affect the individual, making
him thus a victim in the sense contemplated by articles land 2 of the Optional
Protocoln•

(c) Date of entry into force of the Covenant and the Optional Protocol

574. The Committee has indicated frequently that it ncan consider only an alleged
violation of human rights occurring O.i or after 23 March 1976 (the date of entry
into force of the Covenant and the Protocol for [the State party] unless it is an
alleged violation which, although occurring before that date, continues or has
effects which themselves constitute a violation after that date". The Committee
has declared a number of communications inadmissible ratione temporis (or parts of
said communications) when the alleged violations occurred prior to the entry into
force of the Covenant and the Optional Protocol for the State party concerned.
Although this issue is mostly disposed of at the admissibility stage, the Committee
may indicate in its views that "the facts as found by the Committee, in so far as
they continued or occurred after [the date of entry into force of the Covenant and
the Optiona1 Protocol for the State party concerned] disclose violations ••• " etc.
(No. 123/1982, see annex XII below).
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(d) Individuals subject to aState party's jurisdiction

575. In several cases the Committee has had to address the question whether an
alleged victim is "subject to the jurisdiction" of the State party for the purposes
of article l of the Optional Protocol. In case No. 110/1981 (see annex XI below),
the State Party contended that the communication was inadmissible because the
alleged victim had been released from imprisonment and "he left the country to live
abroad and he was therefore not subject to the jurisdiction" of the State party.
The Committee noted in its views that "by virtue of article 2, paragraph l of the
Coven&nt, each State party undertakes to respect and to ensure to 'aIl individuals
within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction' the rights recognized in the
Covenant. Article l of the Optional Protccol was clearly intended to apply to
indiviausld subject to the jurisdiction of the State party concerned at the tlme of
the alleged violation of the Covenant. This was manifestly the object and purpose
of article 1". The same question was dealt with in case No. 25/1978.

576. A related issue arises when the alleged violation of the human rights of a
national of a State party occurs when that person is not residing in his country at
the time of the alleged violation. This was the situation in case No. 57/1979
where the author, while living abroad, requested the renewal of her passport. It
was the Committee's view that "the issue of a passport to a [State party's] citizen
is cl~arly a matter within the jurisdiction of the [State party's] authorities and
he is 'subject to the jurisdiction' of [the State party) for that purpose.
Moreover a passport is a means of enabling him 'to leave any country, including his
own', as required by article 12 (2) of the Covenant. It therefore follows from the
very nature of the right that, in the case of a citizen resident abroad it imposes
obligations bath on the State of residence and on the State of nationality". The
Committee expressed a similar view at its twenty-first session when it declared
communication No. 125/1982 admissible. It stated: "The question of the issue of a
passport by [the State party] to a national [of the State party] wherever he may
be, is clearly a matter within the jurisdiction of the [State party's] authorities
and he is 'subject to jurisdiction' of [State party] for that purpose".

(e) Preclusion under article 5 (2) (a) of the Optional Protocol if the same
matter is being examined under another procedure of international
investigation or settlement

577. 'rhe Optional Protocol precludes the competence of the Cooonittee to consider
cases which are simultaneously being examined under other procedures of
international investigation or settlement, such as the procedures of the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the European Commission of
Human Rights. When this situation arises, the practice of the Committee has been
to instruct the Secretariat to explain to the author that consideration by the
Committee is precluded under article 5 (2) (a) of the Optional Protocol. In the
majority of such cases (which have concerned examination of the same matter by the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights) the authors have then withdrawn their
communications from the IACHR in order to enable the Committee to proceed with
their examination. In one case the author preferred to withdraw the case from the
Human Rights Committee in order to have it considered by the European Commission of
Human Rights.

578. In case No. 10/1977 the Committee concluded "that it is not prevented from
considering the communication submitted to it by the authors on 10 March 1977 by
reason of the subsequent cornplaint made by an unrelated third party under the
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procedures of the IACHR". The rationale for this decision was explained in case
No. 74/1979 where the Committee observed that the provision of article 5 (2) (a)
"cannot be so interpreted as to imply that an unrelated third party, acting without
the knowledge and consent of the alleged victim, can preclude the latter from
having access to the Human Rights Committee".

579. As to what constitutes the "same matter", the Committee decided in case
Nb. 6/1977 that a two-line referp.nce to the person concerned in a case before the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, which listed in a similar manner the
names of hundreds of other persons allegedly detained in the State party, "did not
constitute the same matter as that described in detail by the author in his
communication to the Human Rights Committee".

580. The Committee has also held that the submission of a similar case concerning a
third party to another international procedure does not constitute the "same
matter". Thus in case No. 75/1980 the Committee explained: " ••• the concept of
the 'same matter' within the meaning of article 5 (2) (a) of the Optional Protocol
must be understood as including the same claim concerning the same individual,
submitted by him or someone else who has the standing to act on his behalf before
the other international body".

581. In the first case placed before it under the Optional Protocol, the Committee
had occasion to determine that the examination of a particular human rights
situation in a given country under Rconomic and Social Council resolution
1503 (XLVIII), which governs a procedure for the examination of situations which
appear to reveal "a consistent pattern of gross and reliably attested violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms", does not within the meaning of
article 5 (2) (a) of the Optional Protocol constitute an examination of the "same
matter" as a claim by an individual submitted to the Human Rights Committee under
the Optional Protocol. The procedure governed by Economic and Social Council
resolution 1503 (XLVIII) therefore does not bar the Human Rights Committee from
considering an individual case. Also in one of the early cases considered, the
Human Rights Committe~ determined that a procedure established by a
non-governmental organization (such as the Inter-Parliamentary Council of the
Inter-Parliarnentary Union) does not constitute a procedure of international
investigation or settlement within the meaning of article 5 (2) (a) of the Optional
Protocol.

582. At its twenty-first session, the Committee also observed, when declaring
admissible a number of similar and related cases concerning the same country, "that
a study by an intergovernmental organization either of the human rights situation
in a given country (such as that by the IACHR) or a study of the trade union rights
situation in a given country (such as the issues examined by the Committee on
Freedom of Association of the lLO), or of a human rights problem of a more global
character (such as that of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights
on summary or arbitrary executions), a1though such studies might refer to or draw
on information concerning individuals, cannot be seen as being the same matter as
the examination of individual cases within the meaning of article 5 (2) (a) of the
Optional Protocol. Secondly, a procedure established by non-governmental
organizations (such as Amnesty International, the International Commission of
Jurists or the International Committee of the Red Cross, irrespective of the
latter's standing in international law) does not constitute a procedure of
international investigation or settlement within the meaning of article 5 (2) (a)
of the Optional Protocol".
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-.
(f) Reservations by States parties

583. Several States parties have further limited the competence of the Human Rights
Committee to deal with communications under the Optional Protocol. With reference
to article 5 (2) (a) the Governments of Denmark, Iceland, Italy, Norway and Sweden
made reservations upon ratification of the Optional Protocol, precluding the
competence of the Committee to consider a communication from an individual if the
matter had already been examined under another procedure of international
investigation or settlement. This reservation goes beyond the provision in the
Optional Protocol which only precludes consideration with respect to cases which
are simultaneously being considered elsewhere but not with respect to cases the
consideration of which has been concluded under another procedure. In case
No. 121/1982, the author had first submitted his communication to the European
Commission of Human Rights, which had declared it inadmissible as manifestly
ill-founded. The Committee at its sixteenth session concluded that it was not
competent to consider the communication in the light of the State party's
reservation. In a subsequent case concerning another State party, the author
approached the European Commission of Human Rights but was informed that it was
already toc late to submit an application. The State party itself informed the
Committee that it would not object to the admissibility of the communication on the
basis of its reservation, because the case had not been examined by the European
Commission of Human Rights.

(g) Exhaustion of domestic remedies

584. Under article 5 (2) (a) of the Optional Protocol, the Committee shall not
consider any communication unless it has ascertained that the author has exhausted
aIl available domestic r~medies. Numerous communications before the Cornmittee have
been declared inadmissible on this ground. In its decisions on admissibility, the
Committee has clarified the meaning of article 5 (2) (b) of the Optional Protocol,
explaining, inter alia, that "exhaustion of domestic remedies can be required only
to the extent that these remedies are effective and available" and further
clarified that "an extraordinary remedy, such as seeking the annulment of
decision(s) of the Ministry of Justice" does not constitute an effective rem~dy

within the meaning of article 5 (2) (b) of the Optional Protocol.

585. In a number of early cases a State party had contended that the authors had
failed to exhaust domestic remedies and submitted to the Committee a general
description of remedies provided under the law of that State, without, however,
linking these remedies to the specifie circumstances of each case. The Committee
considered that this was insufficient and informed the State party that it would be
necessary to give "details of the remedies which it submitted had been available to
the author in the circumstances of his case, together with evidence that there
would be a reasonable prospect that such remedies would be effective" (No. 4/1977).

586. The Rules of Procedure also provide that a decision on admissibility may he
reviewed in the light of any explanations or statements submitted by the State
party under article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol (rule 93 (4». Such review
requires that the State party give "specifie details of domestic remedies which it
claims to have been available to the alleged victim, together with evidence that
there would be a reasonable prospect that such remedies wouId be effective".
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(h) Inadmissibility ratione materiae

587. The Committee can consider communications only in so far as they relate to
alleged violations of rights contained in the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. Communications relating to alleged violations of other rights
must therefore he declared inadmissible ratione rnateriae. For instance, the
Oommittee at its seventh session had to declare inadmissible communication
No. 53/1979 hecause "the right to dispose of property, as such, is not protected by
any provision of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights n •

Similarly, in its eighteenth session, the Committee declared communication
No. 129/1982 inadmissible because "the assessment of taxable income and allocation
of houses are not in themselves rnatters to which the Covenant applies".

(i) Substantiation of allegations

588. Although at the stage of adrnissibility an author of a communication need not
prove his case, he must submit sufficient evidence in substantiation of his
allegations as will constitute a prima facie case. The Committee has declared a
number of communications inadmissible on the grounds of non-substantiation of
allegations.

(j) Abuse of the right of submission

589. Under article 3 of the Optional protocol, the Committee shall d~clare

inadmissible a communication which it considers to he an abuse of the right of
submission. In cane No. 72/1980, where the author had alleged violations of rights
not protected in the Covenant, had failed to substantiate in fact or law other
allegations which pertained to rights protected by the Covenant and had hirnself
indicated that he still intended to pursue further dornestic remedies, the Committee
concluded that "in these circumstances, the submission of the communication must be
regarded as an abuse of the right of submission under article 3 of the Optional
Protocol".

2. Substantive issues

590. In its views on the merits of communications under article 5 (4) of the
Optional Protocol the Committee has applied and explained ita understanding of many
provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The
substantive issues considered are discussed below.

(a) The right to life (article 6 of the Oovenant)

591. In case No. 45/1979 the Cornrnittee, cornrnenting generally on article 6, stated
inter alia: "The requirements that the right [to life} shall be protected by law
and that no one shall he arbitrarily deprived of his life mean that the law must
strictly control and limit the circumstances in which a person may be deprived of
his life by the authorities of a State. In the present case it is evident from the
fact that seven persons lost their lives as a result of the deliherate action of
the police that the deprivation of life was intentional. Moreover, the police
action was apparently taken without warning to the victims and without giving them
any opPOrtunity to surrender to the police patrol or to offer any explanation of
their presence or intentions ••• ". In case No. 84/1981 the Committee observed that
while it could not arrive at a definite conclusion as to whether the victirn had
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committed suicide, was driven to suicide or was ki11ed by others while in custody,
"the inescapable conclusion is that in aIl the circumstances the [State party'sJ
authorities either by act or by ommission were responsible for not taking adequate
measures to protect his life, as required by article 6 (1) of the Covenant".

(b) The right not to be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment (article 7)

592. In a number of cases (in particular Nos. 4/1977, 5/1977, 8/1977, 9/1977,
11/1977, 25/1978, 28/1978, 30/1978, 33/1978, 37/1978, 49/1979, 52/1979, 63/1979,
73/1980, 110/1981) concerning various forms of torture and other cruel treatment,
the Committee has expressed the view that article 7 had been violated. A recurring
theme in such cases has been the burden of proof. In this respect the Committee
has established that it "cannot rest alone on the author of the communication,
especially considering that the author and the State party do not always have equal
access to the evidence and that frequently the State party alone has access to
relevant information. It is implicit in article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol
that the State party has the dutY to investigate in good faith aIl allegations of
violation of the Covenant made against it and its authorities, especially when such
allegations are corroborated by evidence submitted by the author of the
communication, and to furnish to the Committee the information available to it. In
cases where the author has submitted to the Committee allegations supported by
substantial witness testimony, as in this case, and where further clarification of
the case depends on information exclusively in the hands of the State party, the
Committee may consider such allegations as substantiated in the absence of
satisfactory evidence and explanations to the contrary submitted by the State
party" (No. 30/1978). Furthermore, the Committee has repeatedly held that "a
refutation of [the author'sJ allegations in general terms is not sufficient"
(Nos. 11/1977, 37/1978).

(c) The right to liberty and security of person (article 9)

(i) Arbitrary arrest and detention (article 9 (1»

593. Although many communications submitted to the Committee claim that the victim
has been subjected to arbitrary arrest, this allegation has proved to be difficult
to establisp, since State parties have been able to show in most cases that the
arrest was carried out according to the law of the State concerned. In cases,
however, where the facts showed that no arrest warrant had been issued or that the
victim was not released from imprisonment after serving his term or after issuance
of a release order, the Committee has found violations of article 9 (1).

594. In case No. 56/1979 the victim was abducted by agents of the State party in
another country, brought across the border and charged with "subversive
association". The Committee found a violation of article 9 (1), "because the act
of abduction into [the State party'sJ territory constituted an arbitrary arrest and
detention" •

595. In case No. 37/1979 the Committee found a violation because the victim "was
not released until one month after an order for her release was issued by the
military court"J similar1y, in case No. 33/1978, because the victim "was not
released until approximately six or seven months after an order for his release was
issued by the military court", in case No. 25/1978 with respect to one victim,
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"because she continued to be detained after having served her prison sentence on
9 November 1977", and with respect to the Qther victim, "because she was subjected
to arbitrary detention under the 'prompt security measures' unti1 12 August 1978
after having signed on 15 August 1974 the document for her provisiona1 re1ease".

596. In case No. 16/1977 the Committee found that the victim had been "arrested on
1 September 1977 in order to force him to disc10se the whereabouts of [S.B) and
that he was not re1eased from detention unti1 1ate in 1978 or ear1y in 1979. The
State party has not c1aimed that there was any crimina1 charge against him. In the
view of the Committee, therefore, he was subject to arbitrary arrest and detention
contrary to article 9 of the Covenant."

(ii) The right to be brought ~rompt1Y before a judge and tried within
a reasonab1e time (article 9 (3»

597. One of the most fundamenta1 rights of persons who have been arrested or
detained on a crimina1 charge is the right to be brought "prompt1y" before a
judicia1 officer and to "trial within a reasonab1e time". The Committee has
received many communications concerning a11eged violations of this right, but it
has not yet estab1ished the precise meaning of the terms emp10yed in article 9 (3)
of the Covenant. The Committee has, however, he1d that the article had been
breached with respect to a victim who had been arrested on 24 March 1977 and
detained until 9 January 1978 (i.e. over nine months) without having been brought
before a judge (No. 90/1981). In another case of a breach the victim was arrested
on 2 December 1980, was kept incommunicado and not brought before a judicial
a~thority unti1 23 March 1981, i.e. over three months 1ater (No. 84/1981). On the
other hand, the Committee found no violation of article 9 (3) where the person was
arrested on 28 September 1978 and charged before a mi1itary examining judge on
7 November 1978, i.e. six weeks 1ater (No. 43/1979).

(iii) The right to challenge one's arrest and detention (article 9 (4»

598. The Committee has considered many communications in which the authors have
a11eged that the right to take proceedings before a court in order to challenge
their arrest has been vio1ated, in particu1ar because they were denied the remedy
of habeas corpus. The Committee has found violations of article 9 (4) in cases
where it was estab1ished that the victims had no way of cha11enging their arrest,
because the remedy of habeas corpus was not applicable to persons arrested under
the so-ca11ed "prompt security measures" in the State party concerned (Nos. 4/1977,
5/1977, 6/1977, 8/1977, 9/1977, 10/1977, 11/1977, 25/1978, 28/1978, 32/1978,
33/1978, 37/1978, 43/1979, 44/1979).

599. In case No. 46/1979, invo1ving anothér State party, the Committee noted: "As
to the a11egations of breaches of the p[~7isions of article 9 of the Covenant, it
has been estab1ished that the a11eged victims did not have recourse to habeas
corpus". The Committee conc1uded that the provision had been vio1ated because the
victims "cou1d not themse1ves take proceedings in order that a court might decide
without de1ay on the 1awfu1ness of their detention".

(iv) The right to compensation for un1awfu1 arrest or detention
(article 9 (5»

600. In a number of cases the Committee has expressed the view that the State party
is under an obligation "to provide effective remedies to the victim, inc1uding
compensation in accordance with article 9 (5) of the Covenant" (No. 9/1977, see
a1so 8/1977, 25/1978, 30/1978, 90/1981, 107/1981).
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(d) The right to be treated humanely during imprisonment (article 10)

601. A violation of this article has been found in a number of cases, including
case No. 49/1979, where the victim had been held "in a cell measuring 1 m x 2 m in
the basement of the political police prison at ••• and has been held incommunicado
ever since"; in case No. 109/1981 "because [the victim] was kept in solitary
confinement for several months in conditions which failed to respect the Inherent
dignity of the human person"; in case No. 85/1981 "because [the victim] has not
been treated with humanity and with respect for the Inherent dignity of the human
person, in particular because he was kept incommunicado at an unknown place of
detentipn for several months (from November 1976 to the middle of 1977) during
which time his fate and his whereabouts were unknown". (See also Nos. 4/1977,
5/1977, 8/1977, 10/1977, 11/1977, 25/1977, 27/1978, 28/1978, 30/1978, 33/1978,
37/1978, 44/1979, 56/1979, 63/1979, 70/1980 and 73/1980.)

(e) The right to freedom of movement and to leave any country (article 12)

602. While the Committee has not had the occasion to pronounce itself on alleged
violations of the right of freedom of movement within a State (article 12 (1», it
has had a numher of cases raising issues under article 12 (2) concerning the right
to leave any country, including one's own, and, in particular, the question as to
how a refusaI to issue a passport to a citizen may affect the exercise of that
right ("passport cases"). The first case involved a journalist living abroad,
whose passport had not been renewed upon expiry on 27 September 1977, in response
to the Committee's decision on admissibility (case No. 31/1978), the State party
informed the Committee that it had instructed the relevant consulate to renew the
claimant's passport, whereupon the Committee decided to discontinue consideration
of the case. In another case the Committee found a violation of article 12 (2) of
the Covenant, hecause the victim had been "refused the issuance of a passport
without any justification therefore, thereby preventing her from leaving any
country including her own" (No. 57/1979). In another case the Committee clarified
further the content of article 12 (2): "As to the alleged violation of
article 12 (2) of the Covenant, the Committee has observed that a passport is a
means of enabling an individual 'to leave any country, including his own' as
required by that provision: consequently, it follows from the very nature of that
right that, in the case of a citizen resident abroad, article 12 (2) imposes
obligations on the State of nationality as weIl as on the State of residence and,
therefore, article 2 (1) of the Oovenant cannot be interpreted as limiting the
obligations of [the State party] under article 12 (2) to citizens within its own
territory. The right recognized by article 12 (2) may, in accordance with
article 12 (3), b~ subject to such restrictions as are 'provided by law, are
necessary to protect national security, public order (ordre public), public health
or morals or the rights and freedoms of others and are consistent with the other
rights recognized in the Covenant'. ~ere are, therefore, circumstances in which a
State, if its law so provides, may refuse passport facilities to one of its
citizens. However, in the present case i the State party has not, in its
submissions to the Committee, put forward any such justification for refusing to
renew the passport of [the victim]" (No. 106/1981, see also No. 108/1981).

(f) The right of an allen not to be expelled arbitrarily from his country of
residence (article 13)

603. The Covenant dces not provide for a right to asylum, but "an alien lawfully in
the territory of a State party ••• may he expelled therefrom only in pursuance of a

-121-



decision reached in accordance with law". The application of this provision of
article 13 was examined in case No. 58/1979, where the Committee underlined that
"the article applies only to an alien 'lawfully in the territory' of aState
~rty ••• The only question is whether the expulsion was 'in accordance with
law' ••• The Committee takes the view that the interpretation of domestic law is
essentially a matter for the courts and authorities of the State party concerned.
It is not within the powers or functions of the Committee to evaluate whether the
competent authorities of the State party in question have interpreted and applied
the domestic law correctly in the case before it under the Optional Protocol,
unléss it is established that they have not interpreted and applied it in good
faith or that it is evident that there has been an abuse of power." No violation
was found.

(g) The right to a fair hearing (article 14)

(i) Fair and public hearing by competent, independent and impartial tribunal
(article 14 (1»

604. In case No. 70/1980 the CI)mmittee made findings of fact that the victim "was
tried in camera, the trial was conducted without her presence and the judgement was
not rendered in public" and he Id that these facts disclosed a violation of
article 14 (1), "because shs did not have a fair and public hearing". Similarly,
in case No. 10/1977 the Committee found that article 14 (1) had been violated
"because he did not have a fair and public hearing". In case No. 44/1979 the
Committee made a finding of fact that the victim was sentenced "in a closed trial,
conducted in writing and without his presence and the judgement of the Court was
not made public", and based thereon a finding of a violation of article 14 (1).
(See also cases Nos. 28/1978, 32/1978.)

(ii) Minimum guarantees in the determination of any criminal charge
(article 14 (3),

The right to communicate with counsel (article 14 (3) (b»

605. Violations of article 14 (3) (b) have been found in numerous cases, e.g.
No. 83/1981 "because the conditions of his detention trom November 1980 to May 1981
effectively barred him from access to legal assistance", and No. 49/1979 "because
he has been denied adequate oppbrtunity to communieate with his counsel, [ ••• J, and
because his right to the assistance of his counsel tô represent him and prepare his
deience has been interfered with by [the State party'sl authorities".

(iii) Right to legal assistance of one's own choosing (article 14 (3) (b)
and td»

606. In numerous cases the Committee found that the victims were denied the right
to defend themselves through counsel of their ôwn choosing and were compel1ed to
accept ex officia counsel (Nos. 52/1979, 56/1979, 73/1980) in violation of
article 14 (3) (b) and (d).

(iv) The right to be tried without undue delay (article 14 (3) (c»

607. A violation of this provision of the Covenant is frequently accompanied by a
violation of the right to be brought promptly before a judge and tried within a
reasonable time (article 9 (c». In neither case has the Committee defined the
relevant terme, sinee the circumstances of each caee must always be taken into
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account. In case No. 43/1979 a victim who had been arrested on 28 September 1978
and tried before a mi1itary court in Ju1y 1979 (10 menths 1ater) was deemed to have
suffered a violation of his right to be tried without undue de1ay. The Committee
has a1so found a violation of article 14 (3) (c) where the victim was arrested many
years before the entry into force of the COvenant and the Optiona1 Protoco1 and was
not tried unti1 sorne time after the entry into force of these instruments for the
State party concerned. A violation was found in case No. 80/1980 where the victim
had been arrested on 4 June 1972, the Covenant and Optiona1 Protoco1 had entered
into force on 23 March 1976 for the State party concerned and judgement was not
pronounced by the court of first instance unti1 14 December 1977. (See a1so
Nos. 4/1977, 5/1977, 6/1977, 8/1977, 10/1977, 27/1978, 28/1~\78, 32/1978, 33/1978,
44/1979, 46/1979, 52/1979, 56/1979, 63/1979, 70/1980, 73/1980.)

(v) The right to examine witnesses (article 14 (3) (e»

608. In case No. 63/1979 the Committee found a violation of article 14 (3) (e)
because the victim "was denied the opportunity to obtain the attendance and
examination of witnesses on his beha1f".

(vi) The right not to incriminate oneself (article 14 (c) (g»)

609. The use of forced confessions in order to convict accused persons has been
found by the COmmittee to be in violation of article 14 (c) (g) in cases
Nos. 52/1979 and 73/1980.

(vii) The right to review of conviction and sentence (article 14 (5»

610. In case No. 64/1979 the Committee noted "that the expression 'according to
1aw' in article 14 (5) of the COvenant is not intended to 1eave the very existence
of the right to review to the discretion of the States parties, since the rights
are those recognized by the COvenant, and not mere1y those recognized by domestic
1aw. Rather, what is to be determined 'according to law' is the moda1ities by
which the review by a higher tribunal is to be carried out". The Committee fou~d

that the facts of the case disclosed a violation of article 14 (5), because the
victim "was denied the right to review of her conviction by a higher tribunal".

611. In case No. 27/1977 the Committee observed "that the right under
article 14 (3) (c) to be tried without undue delay should be app1ied in conjunction
with the right under article 14 (5) to review by a higher tribunal, and that
consequently there was in this case a violation of both of these provisions taken
together".

(h) Nu11a poena sine lege (article 15)

612. In case No. 28/1978 the COmmittee found that article 15 had been violated
"because the penal 1aw was applied retroactively against" the victim, the charge of
conspiracy (Asociaci6n para delinguir) was found to be tantamount to prosecution
for membership in a political party, which had been lawful at the time when the
victim was affiliated with it and which had been banned ohly afterwards. (See also
Nos. 44/1979, 46/1979, 91/1981.)

613. The purpose of the main princip1e of article 15 is to protect individua1s
against ex post facto crimina1 1aws operating to their detriment. The 1ast
sentence of paragraph 1 of article 15 departs from this safeguard when this purpose
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ia absent, on the contrary, it not only allows, but prescribes the retroactive
operation of a new law imposing a "lighter penalty". The Committee has been seized
of two cases where it was claimed that a new law changing the conditions of parole
shou1d have heen applied retroactive1y to two convicted crimina1s. In the specific
circumstances of the cases, the Oommittee decided that no violation of the Covenant
had taken place (Nos. 50/1979, 55/1979).

(i) The rights to family life and protection of the family (articles 17
and 23), Discrimination on ground of sex (articles 2 (1), 3 and 26)

614. The Committee found a violation of these provision!"' taken together in a case
where the State party's immigration law and deportation law subjected for~ign

husbands of native women to certain restrictions, whereas foreign wives of native
men were not so subjected (No. 35/1978). The State party has subsequently informed
the Committee that the laws in qUEstion have been amended, so as to remove the
discriminatory provisions of those laws on the ground of seXe l1/

(j) The riqht to freedom of religion (article 18)

615. The Committee has not heen seized of cases concerning an alleged violation of
the right to adopt and practise a religion, but it has examined the right of
atheist parents to exempt their children from religious instruction pursuant to
article 18 (4) of the Covenant, which provides that "States parties ••• undertake
to hAve respect for the liberty of parents ••• to ensure the religious and moral
education of their children in conformity with their own convictions". Although in
case Nb. 40/1978 the Oommittee found that the author's submissions did not
substantiate his allegation of a violation of article 18, the State party has taken
action in response to the Committee's views by revising a law and charging the
Board of Education with closer inspection of instruction of ethics and the history
of religions. 1!/

(k) The right to hold opinions, freedom of expression (article 19)

616. In case No. 29/1978 the Committee found a violation of article 19 (2) because
the victim "was detained for havinq disseminated information relating to trade
union activities". In case No. 44/1979 the Committee similarly found a violation
because the victim had heen "arrested, detained and tried for his political and
trade-union activities" and explained its finding as follows: "As regards
article 19, the Oovenant provides that everyone shall have the right to hold
opinions without Interference and that the freedom of expression set forth in
paragraph 2 of that article shall be subject only to such restrictions as are
necessary (a) for respect of the rights and reputations of others or (b) for the
protection of national security or of public order ("ordre public"), or of public
health or morals. The Government of [the State party) has submitted no evidence
regarding the nature of the activities in which [the victim) was alleged to have
been engaged and which led to his arrest, detention and committal for trial. Bare
information from the State party that he was charged with subversive association
and conspiracy to violate the Constitution, followed by preparatory acts thereto,
i8 not in itse1f sufficient, without details of the alleged charges and copies of
the court proceedings. The Committee is therefore unable to conclude on the
information before it that the arrest, detention and trial of [the victim) was
jU8tified on any of the grounds mentioned in article 19 (3) of the Covenant." (See
also Nos. 11/1977, 8/1977, 33/1978, 52/1979.)
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617. This right has also been invoked in connection with alleged censorship in
radio and television programmes aealing with homosexuality. In this connection the
Committee had to look into the role of mass media and the application of the
criteria of article 19 (3) to self-imposed restrictions. In its views in case
No. 61/1979 the Committee noted "first, that public morals differ widely. There is
no universally applicable common standard. Consequently, in this respect, a
certain margin of discretion must be accorded to the responsible national
authorities. The Committee finds that it cannot question ~he declslon of the
responsible organs of the [State party'a] Broadcasting Corporation that radio and
television are not the appropriate forums to discuss issues related to
homosexuality, as far as a programme couId be judged as encouraging homosexual
behaviour. According to article 19 (3), the exercise of tile rights provided for in
article 19 (2) carries with it special duties and responsibilities for those
organ&. As far as radio and television programmes are concerned, the audience
cannot be control1ed. In particular, harmful effects on mino:s cannot he
excluded." No violation was found.
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619. In case No. 34/1978 the Committee found a violation, noting that "even on the
assumption that there exists a situation of emergency in [the State party] the
Human Rights Committee dces not see what ground could be adduced to support the
contention that, in order to re~tore peace and order, it was necessary to deprive
aIl citizens, who as members of certain political groups had been candidates in the
elections in 1966 and 1971, of any political right for a period as long as
15 years. This measure applies to every one, without distinction as to whether he
sought to promote his political opinions by peaceful means or by resorting to, or
advocating the use of, violent means. The Gov~rnment of [the State party] has
failed to shaw that the interdiction of Any kind of political dissent is required
in order to deal with the alleged e~ergency aituation and pave the way back ta
political freedom."

(m) Protectio~ of minorities (article 27)

620. Article 27r1as been invaked hefore the Committee primarily in connecUon with
the rights of North American Indians to their cultural heritage. In case
No. 24/1977 a native Indian had been denied, by operation of the Indian Act, the
legal right to reside ori an Indian reserve because ~he had married a non-Indian•
The Committee found a breach of article 27. The State party subsequently informed
the Cornmittee that the Indian Act is in process of amendment so ao to remove
therefrom any discriminatory provisions. 25/

(1) The right to engage in politica1 activity (article 25)

618. Restrictions on the right to engage in political activity have been examined
by the Committee in the light of State party contentions t~at such restrictions
were n@cessary because of a state of emergency. In case No. 44/1979 the Committee
found a violation of article 25, noting "that the sanction of deprivation of
certain political rights is prcvided for in the legislation of sorne countries.
Accordingly, artic~e 25 of the Covenant prohibits "unreasonab1e" restrictions. In
no case, however, maya person be subjected to such sanctions solely because of his
or her political opinion (articles 2 (1) and 26). Furthermore, the principle of
proportionality wou1d require that a measure as harsh as the deprivation of aIl
political rights for a period of 15 years be specifically justified. No such
attempt has been made in the present case."
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621. At previous sessions the Committee has been seized with the questions as to
which possibilities might be open to it under the Optional Protocol to take any
further action in cases which have already been concluded by adoption of views and
cases which have been declared inadmissible. In a number of cases concluded by
adoption of views under article 5 (4) of the Optional Protocol, the authors have
asked the Committee to take additional steps to persuade the State parties
concerned to act in conformity of the views expressed by the Committee. Also, in a
number of cases which have been concluded by adoption of inadmissibility decisions,
the authors have asked the Committee to review such decisions. The opinion of the
Committee is, that its role in the examination of any given case cornes to an end by
the adoption of views or by the adoption of another decision of a final nature.
Only in exceptional circumstances may the Committee agree to reconsider an earlier
final decision. Basically, this would only occur when the Committee is satisfied
that new facts are placed before it by a party claiming that these facts were not
available to it at the time of the consideration of the case and that these facts
would have altered the final decision of the Committee. ~

(n) Questions of action subsequent to the adoption of the Committee's views
under the QPtional Protocol or to a decision declaring a communication
to be inadmissible

622. The Committee, however, takes an interest in any action which may have been
taken by a State party as a consequence of the Committee's views under the Optional
Protocol, or in any action taken by the State party which concerns either the legal
issues involved or the situation of the person concerned. Thus, when forwarding
its views to a State party, the Committee invites the State party to inform it of
any action taken pursuant to the views. 27/

623. During the period covered by the present report States parties have informed
th~ Committee about the release of persons whose cases have been concluded by
adoption of views under article 5 (4) of the Optional Protocol. By note dated
31 May and 10 July 1984 the Government of Uruguay furnished the Secretary-General
with lists of persons released from imprisonment in 1983 and 1984 with the request
that these lists be brought to the attention of the Human Rights Committee. The
listB include the names of two persons whose cases have been considered and
concluded by final views by the Human Rights Committee (case No. 10/1977,
Alt~rto Altesor and case No. 28/1978, Ismale Weinberger Weisz). From other
sources, the Committee has learned about the release of Jose Luis Massera
(No. 5/1977), Lillian Celiberti (No. 56/1979) and Rosario Pietraroia (No. 44/1979).

624. During the reporting period, the Government'of Madacasgar informed the
Committee that Mr. Dave Marais Jr. (whose case, No. 49/1979, was concluded by the
adoption of views at the Committee's eighteenth session in october 1983) was
releas~d from imprisonment upon completion of his sentence and that he had left
Malagasy territory.

625. The Committee welcomes the co-operation of States parties in forwarding to it
information and positive responses relevant to the views adopted by the Committee
under the Optional Protocol.
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Notes

!I Official Records of the General Assembly, Tbirty-eight Session,
Supplement No. 40 (A/38/40), para. 8.

~ Ibid., paras. 42-43.

11 Ibid., Thirty-second Session, SUpplement No. 44 (A/32/44 and C~rr.l),

annex IV.

y Ibid. , Thirty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 40 (A/36/40), annex V.

2/ Ibid. , annex VI.

&! ~., Thirty-eighth Session", Supplement No. 40 (A/38/40), para. 58.

11 ~., Thirty-fourth Session, SUpplement No. 40 (A/34/40), paras. 15-20.

~ SeeOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 40 (A/37/40), annex IV. For States parties not having submitted
initial repo~ts or additional information before the end of the thirteenth session,
the five years are to be counted from the date when their initial report was due.

21 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-sixth Session,
Supplement No. 40 (A/36/40), annex IV

!QI Ibid., annex VI.

!!I The reports and additional information of States parties are documents of
general distribution and are listed in annexes to the annual reports of the
Committee, these documents as well as the summary records will be published in the
bound volumes which are being issued, beginning with the years 1977 and 1978.

~ See footnote 10.

!li See footnote 9.

!!I See footnote 9.

!21 These observations (CCPR/C/SR.53l) will be summarized in the next report
of the Committee together with further questions and replies on the remaining
issues concerning Chile.

!&I See footnote 10.

!11 Under this heading, see Official Records of the General Assembly,
Thirty-fifth Session, SUpplement No. 40 (A/35/40), paras. 370-383) ~.,
Thirty-sixth Session, SUpplement No. 40 (A/36/40), paras. 380-389) ~.,
Thirty-seventh Session, SUpplement No. 40 (A/37/40), paras. 336-346) and
paras. 374-377 of the present report.

!!/ See footnote 9.
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~ (continued)

A!I Official Records ,of the General Assembly, Thlrty-sixth session,
Suppl_nt No. 40 (A/36/40), aMex VII.

W !!!!!!., 'l'hirty-seventh sesBion, SUpplement No. 40 (A/37/40), annex V.

W 1!!!!!., 'l'hirty-eigbth Session, Supplement No. 40 (A/38/40), aMex VI.

~ see footnote 10.

!!I Official Records of the General A8sembly, Tbirty-eigbth sessien,
SURpl...nt No. 40 (A/38/40), annex XXXII.

~ ~., annex XXXIII.

~ ~., annex XXXI.

A!I ~., paras. 391-396.

~ Foc informatiou received fram States parties after the adoption of views
under the Optional Protocol, see Official R&o:iords of tbe General Ass.llbly,
Thlrty-eigbth Session, Supplement No. 40 (A/38/40), pmra. 396 and annexes XXXI to
XXXIII.
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ANNEX 1

States parties to the International Covenant on Civil and
Po1itica1 Rights and to the Qptiona1 Protoco1 and States
which have made the dec1aration under article ~1 of the

Covenant, as at 27 Ju1y 1984

Ao States parties to the International Covenant on Civil and
Po1itica1 Rights

State Party

Afghanistan

Austra1ia

Austria

Barbados

Be1gium

Bolivia

Bu19aria

Bye10russian Soviet Socia1ist Repub1ic

Cameroon

Canada

Central African Repub1ic

Chile

C010mbia

Congo

COsta Rica

Cyprus

Czechos1ovakia

Democratie Peop1e's Republic of Korea

Denmark

Dominican Repub1ie

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

Fin1and

France

Gabon

Date of receipt of
the instrument of
ratification or
accession (a)

24 January 1983 (a)

13 August 1980

10 September 1978

5 January 1973 (a)

21 April 1983

12 August 1982 (a)

21 September 1970

12 November 1973

27 June 1984 (a)

19 May 1976 (a)

8 May 1981 (a)

10 February 1972

29 October 1969

5 October 1983

29 November 1968

2 April 1969

23 December 1975

14 September 1981 (a)

6 January 1972

4 January 1978 (a)

6 March 1969

14 January 1982

30 November 1979

19 August 1975

4 November 1980 (a)

21 January 1983 (a)

Date of entry
into force

24 April 1983

13 November 1980

10 December 1978

23 March 1976

21 Ju1y 1983

12 November 1982

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

27 September 1984

19 August 1976

8 August 1981

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

5 January 1984

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

14 December 1981

23 March 1976

4 April 1978

23 March 1976

14 April 1982

29 February 1980

23 March 1976

4 February 1981

21 April 1983

.,'



State Party

Gambia

German Democratic Republic

Germany, Federal Republic of

Guinea

:" Guyana

Hungary

Ice1and

India

Iran (Is1arnic Republic of)

Iraq

ltaly

Jamaica

Japan

Jordan

Kenya

Lebanon

Libyan Arab Jarnahiriya

Luxembourg

Madagascar

Mali

Mauritius

Mexico

Mongolia

Morocco

Netherlands

New Zea1and

Nicaragua

Norway

Panllma

Peru

P01and

Portugal

Raaania

Date of receipt of
the instrument of
ratification or
accession (a)

22 March 1979 (a)

8 November 1973

17 December 1973

24 January 1978

15 February 1977

17 January 1974

22 August 1979

10 April 1979 (a)

24 June 1975

25 January 1971

15 September 1978

3 OCtober 1975

21 June 1979

28 May 1975

1 May 1972 (a)

3 Novernber 1972 (a)

15 May 1970 (a)

18 August 1983 (a)

21 June 1971

16 July 1974 (a)

12 December 1973 (a)

23 March 1981 (a)

18 November 1974

3 May 1979

Il December 1978

28 Decernber 1978

12 March 1980 (a)

13 Septerober 1972

8 March 1977

28 April 1978

18 March 1977

15 June 1978

9 Decernber 1974
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Date of entry
into force

22 June 1979

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

24 April 1978

15 May 1977

23 March 1976

22 November 1979

10 Ju1y 1979

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

15 December 1978

23 March 1976

21 Septernber 1979

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

18 Novernber 1983

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

23 June 1981

23 March 1976

3 August 1979

11 March 1979

28 March 1979

12 June 1980

23 March 1976

8 June 1977

28 Ju1y 1978

18 June 1977

15 Septernber 1978

23 March 1976

Rwanda

Saint

Spain

Sri L

Sweden

syrian

Togo

Trinid

Tunisi

Ukrain

Union

United
Nort

United

Urugua

Venez

Viet

Yugos

Zaire

Zarnbië

Barba

Boliv

Camer

Canad

Centr



B. States parties to the Optional Protocol

1

State party

Rwanda

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Senegal

Spain

Sri Lanka

Suriname

Sweden

Syrian Arab Republic

Togo

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United Republic of Tanzania

Uruguay

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Yugoslavia

Zaire

Zambia

Barbados

Bolivia

Cameroon

Canada

Central African Repub1ic

Colombia

Congo

Costa Rica

Denmark

Date of receitt of
the instrumen of
ratification or
accession (a)

16 April 1975 (a)

9 November 1981 (a)

13 February 1978

27 April 1977

11 June 1980 (a)

28 December 1976 (a)

6 December 1971

21 April 1969 (a)

24 May 1984 (a)

21 December 1978 (a)

18 March 1969

12 November 1973

16 OCtober 1973

20 May 1976

11 June 1976 (a)

1 April 1970

10 May 1978

24 september 1982 (a)

2 June 1971

1 November 1976 (a)

10 April 1984 (a)

5 January 1973 (a)

12 August 1982 (a)

27 June 1984 (a)

19 May 1976 (a)

8 May 1981 (a)

29 OCtober 1969

5 OCtober 1983

29 November 1968

6 January 1972

-131-
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23 March 1978

9 February 1982

13 May 1978

27 July 1977

11 September 1980

28 March 1977

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

24 August 1984

21 March 1979

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

20 August 1976

11 September 1976

23 March 1976

10 August 1978

24 December 1982

23 March 1976

1 February 1977

10 Ju1y 1984

23 March 1976

12 November 1982

27 September 1984

19 August 1976

8 August 1981

23 March 1976

5 January 1984

23 March 1976

23 March 1976
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·:1

State Party

Dominican aepub1ic

Ecuador

Fin1and

France

lce1and

lta1y

Jamaica

Luxembour9

Mada9aScar

Mauritius

Nether1ands

Nicara9ua

Norway

Panama

Peru

Portu9a1

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Sene9a1

Suriname

Sweden

Trinidad and Toba90

Ur u9uay

Venezuela

Zaire

Zambia

Date of receipt of
the instrument of
ratification or
accession (a)

4 January 1978 (a)

6 March 1969

19 AU9ust 1975

17 February 1984

22 AU9ust 1979 (a)

15 September 1978

3 october 1975

18 AU9ust 1983 (a)

21 June 1971

12 December 1973 (a)

11 December 1978

12 March 1980 (a)

13 Septeinber 1972

8 March 1977

3 OCtober 1980

3 May 1983

9 November 1981 (a)

13 February 1978

28 December 1976 (a)

6 December 1971

14 November 1980 (a)

1 April 1970

10 May 1978

1 November 1976 (a)

10 April 1984 (a)

Date of entry
into force

4 April 1978

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

17 May 1984

22 November 1979

15 December 1978

23 March 1976

18 November 15183

23 March 1976

23 March 1976

11 March 1979

12 June 1980

23 March 1976

8 June 1977

3 January 1981

3 AU9ust 1983

9 February 1982

15 May 1978

28 March 1977

23 March 1976

14 February 1981

23 March 1976

10 AU9ust 1978

1 February 1977

10 Ju1y 1984

New

Norw

Peru

Sen

Sri

Swed

Unit
an

c. States which have made the dec1aration under article 41
of the Covenant

Austria

Canada

Denmark

Fin1and

State Party Valid from

10 September 1978

29 OCtober 1979

23 March 1976

19 AU9ust 1975
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State Party VaUd frOID VaUd until

Geruny, Pederal Republic of 28 March 1979 27 March 1986

Ieeland 22 August 1979 Indefinltely

Italy lS September 1918 Indefinltely

Luxellbourg 18 August 1983 Indefinltely

Netherlande 11 December 1978 Indefinitely
ii

New Zealand 28 December 1978 Indefinltely j
Norway 23 March 1976 Indefinitely 1

"

Peru 9 April 1984 Indefinltely
j

Senegal S January 1981 Indefinltely

Sri Lanka 11 June 1980 Indefinltely

Sweden 23 March 1976 Indefinitely

United Klngdom of Great Britliln
and Northern Ireland 20 May 1976 Indefinltely
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ANNEX II

Membership of the Human Rights Committee
1983-1984

Name of member

Mr. Andrés AGUILAR*

Mr. Mohammed AL DOURI *

Mr. Néjib BOUZIRI**

Mr. Joseph A. L. COORAY**

Mrs. Gisèle COTE-HARPER*

Mr. Vojin DIMITRIJEVIC**

Mr. Felix ERMACORA*

Mr. Roger ERRERA**

Sir Vincent EVANS*

Mr. Bernhard GRAEFRATH**

Mr. Vladimir HANGA*

Mr. Andreas V. MAVRCMMATIS*

Mr. Anatoly MOVCHAN*

Mr. Birame NDIAYE**

Mr. Torkel OPSAHL**

Mr. Julio PRADO VALLEJO**

Mr. Alejandro SERRANO CALDERA*

Mr. Christian TOMUSCHAT**

Country of nationality

Venezuela

Iraq

Tunisia

Sri Lanka

Canada

Yugoslavia

Austria

France

United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

German Democratie Republic

Romania

Cyprus

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

5enegal

Norway

Ecuador

Nicaragua

Germany, Federal Republic of

*
**

Term expires on 31 December 1984.

Term expires on 31 December 1986.
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ANNEX III

Agendas of the twentieth, twenty-first and twenty-second sessions
of the Human Rights Committee

Twentieth session

At its 437th meeting, held on 24 OCtober 1983, the Committee adopted the
following provisional agendd, submitted by the Secretary-General in accordance with
rule 6 of the provisional rules of procedure, as the agenda of its twentieth
session:

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Solemn declaration by the new member of the Committee under article 38 of
the Covenant.

3. Election of a Rapporteur.

4. Submission of reports by States parties under article 40 of the Covenant.

5. Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 40 of
the Covenant.

6. Consideration of communication received in accordance with the provisions
of the Optional Protocol to the Covenant.

Twenty-first session

At its 490th meeting, held on 26 March 1984, the Committee adopted the
fo1lowing provisional agenda, submitted by the Secretary-Genera1 in accordance with
rule 6 of the provisional rules of procedure, as the agenda of its twenty-first
session:

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Solemn declarations by the newly-elected members of the Committee under
article 38 of the Covenant.

1
'1
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3.

4.

5.

6.

Election of a Rapporteur.

Organizationa1 and other matters.

Action by the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth session on the annual
report submitted by the Human Rights Committee under article 45 of the
Covenant.

Submission of reports by States parties under article 40 of the Covenant.

7. Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 40 of
the Covenant.
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8. Con8ideration of communications under the Optional Protocol to the
Covenant.

9. Future meeting8 of the Commlttee.

TwentY-8econd 8e88ion

At it. 418th meeting, held on 9 July 1984, the Committee adopted the following
provi.ional agenda, 8ubmitted by the Secretary-General in accordance with rule 6 of
the provi8ional rule8 of procedure, as the agenda of its twenty-second session:

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Organizational and other n~tter8.

3. Submi88ion of reports by States parties under article 40 of the Covenant.

4. Con8ideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 40 of
the Covenant.

s. Consideration of communication8 received in accordance with the
provisions of the Optional protocol to the Covenant.

6. Annual report of the Committee to the General Assembly, through its
Economie and Social Council under article 4S of the Covenant and
article 6 of the Optional Protocol.
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•
the ANNEX IV

Submission of reports and additional information by States parties
under article 40 of the Covenant during the period unàer review*

Democratie people's 13 December 1982
Republic of Korea

A. Initial reports

23 November 1983

(1) 25 April 1980
(2) 27 August 1980
(3) 27 November 1981
(4) 23 November 1983

Date of written reminder(s)
sent to States whose
reports have not yet

been submitted
Date of

submission

NOT YET RECEIVED

NOT YET RECEIVED

NOT YB'!' RECEIVED

23 OCtober 1983
2 April 1984

Date due

3 April 1979

7 June 1982

20 July 1984 NOT YET RECEIVED

23 April 1984

Il November 1983 Nfrf YET RECEIVED

Belgium

States parties

Afghanistan

Bolivia

Dominican Republic

Central African
Republic

Covenant.

fo110wing
ru1e 6 of

8sionl

:::le 40 of

its
!

Egypt 13 April 1983 8 March 1984

Gabon 20 Apri' 1984 NOT YET RECEIVED

Panama 7 June 1978 15 May 1984

Saint Vincent and 8 February 1983 NOT YET RECEIVED 10 May 1984
the Grenadines

Trinidad and Tobago 20 March 1980 23 March 1984

23 December 1983 NOT YET RECEIVEDViet Nam

Zaire 31 January 1978 NOT YET RECEIVED (1) 14 May 1979
(2) 23 April 1980
(3) 29 August 1980
(4) 31 March 1982
(5) 1 December 1982
(G) 23 November 1983

* From 31 Ju1y 1983 to 27 July 1984 (end of nineteenth session to end of
twenty-second session).
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B. Second periodic reports of States parties du! in 1983 c. s

4 February 1983 NOT YET RECEtVED

30 January 1983 NOT YET RECEIVED

States parties

Zaire

Czechoslovakia

German Democratie
Republic

Date due

4 February 1983

Date of
submission

3 November 1983

Dat~ of written reminder(s)
sent to States whose
reports have not yet

been submitted

10 May 1984

10 May 1984

States parties

Dominican Repub1i

Bu1garia

Chile

Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya

Tunisia

4 February 1983 NOT YET RECEIVED

4 February 1983 NOT YET RECEIVED

10 May 1984

10 May 1984

Romania

Spain

Iran

Lebanon

Uruguay

P..nama

21 March 1983

21 March 1983**

21 March 1983

6 June 1983

NOT YET RECEIVED

î,JO'l YE'" lŒCEIVED

NOT YET RECEIVED

10 May 1984

10 May 1984

D. Md
of

State party

Canada

France
Germany, Federal 3 August 1983 NOT YET RECEIVED

Republic of

Madagascar 3 August 1983 NOT YET RECEIVED

Yugoslavia 3 August 1983 30 May 1983

Byelorussian soviet 4 November 1983 4 Ju1y 1984
Socialist Republic

Ecuador 4 November 1983 NOT YET RECEIVED

Mauritius 4 November 1983 NOT YET RECEIVED

Union of Soviet 4 November 1983 9 April 1984
Socialist
Republics

** At its nineteenth session, the Committee decided that, in the particu1ar
circumstances of Lebanon and considering that its initial report was considered by
the Committee at the same session, the deadline for the submission of the second
periodic report of Lebanon wou1d be postponed unti1 21 March 1986 (see Official
Records of the General Assemb1y, Thirty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 40 (A/38/40,
para. 56).
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C. Second periodic reports of States parties due in 1984***
(within the period under review)

D. Additiona1 information submitted subsequent to the examination
of the initial reports by the Committee

States parties Date due

Dominican Repub1ic 3 April 1984

Bu1garia 28 April 1984

Chile 28 April 1984

Romania 28 April 1984

Spain 28 April 1984

Date of
submission

NOT YET RECElVED

NOT YE'f RECElVED

5 April 1984

NOT YET RECElVED

16 Ju1y 1984

Date of written reminder(s)
sent to States whose
reports have not yet

been submitted

.~.'

State party

Canada

France

Date of submission

7 September 1983

18 January 1984

i

.1
!

*** For a complete 1ist of States parties whose second periodic reports are
due in 1984, see CCPR/C/32.
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ANNEX V

A. Status of reports considered during the period under review
and reporta still pending consideration

States Il

Bye10russi
Soviet S
Republic

States parties

A. Initial reports

Date due Date of submission Meetings considered at

Union of l:
socialis
Republic

El Salvador 28 February 1981 2 June 1983 468th, 469th, 474th,
48Sth (twentieth session)

Sri Lanka

Guinea*

10 September 1981 23 March 1983

23 April 1979 19 August 1980

471st, 472nd, 473rd,
477th (twentieth session)

47Sth, 476th, 48Sth,
486th (twentieth session)

ChUe

Spain

New Zea1and

India

Egypt

Gambia

27 March 1980

9 Ju1y 1980

13 Apr11 1983

21 June 1980

11 January 1982

4 Ju1y 1983

8 March 1984

2S April 1983

481st, 482nd, 487th
(twentieth session)

493rd, 494th, 498th
(twenty-first session)

499th, SOOth, 50Sth
(twenty-first session)

SOlst, S02nd, S06th
(twenty-first session)

State par

Canada

France

Kenya

Democratie 13 December 1982
Peop1e 's Repub1ic
of Korea

Panama 7 June 1978

Trinidad and 20 March 1980
Tobago

23 October 1983
2 April 1984

15 May 1984

23 March 1984

S09th, S10th, S16th
(twenty-first session)

S21st, S22nd, S26th
(twenty-second session)

NOT YET CONSIDERED

Venezuela

B. Second periodic reports of States parties due in 1983

Yugos1avia

German Democratie
Republic

3 August 1983

4 February 1983

30 May 1983

3 November 1983

483rd, 484th, 488th
(twentieth session)

S32nd, S33rd, S34th,
536th (twenty-second
session)

* This report was considered in the absence of a representative from the
State party (see paras. 136 to 138 above).
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States parties

Bye10russian
Soviet Socia1ist
Republic

Union of Soviet
Socialist
Repub1ics

Date due Date of submission Meetings considered at

4 November 1983 4 Ju1y 1984 NOT YET CONSIDERED

4 November 1983 9 April 1984 NOT YET CONSIDERED

C. Second periodic reports of States parties due in 1984
",

Chile

Spain

28 April 1984

28 April 1984

5 April 1984

16 Ju1y 1984

527th to 531st (twenty­
second session)

NOT YET CONSIDERED

D. Additiol.':Ü information submitted subsequent to the examination
of the initial reports by the Committee

State party Date of submission Meetings considered at

Canada 7 September 1983 NOT YET CONSIDERED

France 18 January 1984 NOT YET CONSI DERED

Kenya 4 May 1982 NOT YET CONSIDERED

Venezuela 28 March 1982 NOT YET CONSIDERED
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ANNEX VI

General comments al under article 40, paragraph 4,
of the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights BI si

General comment 12 (21) SI (article 1)

1. In accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the united
Nations, article l of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
recognizes that all peoples have the right of self-determination. The right of
self-determination is of particular importance because its realization is an
essential condition for the effective guarantee and observance of individual human
rights and for the promotion and strengthening of those rights. It is for that
reason that States set forth the right of self-determination in a provision of
positive law in both Covenants and placed this provision as article l apart from
and before all of the other rights in the two Covenants.

2. Article l enshrines an inalienable right of all peoples as described in its
paragraphs land 2. By virtue of that right they freely "determine their political
status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development". The
article imposes on all States parties corresponding obligations. This right and
the corresponding obligations concerning its implementation are interrelated with
other provisions of the Covenant and rules of international law.

3. Although the repclrting obligations of all States parties include article l,
only sorne reports give detailed explanations regarding each of its paragraphs.
The Committee has noted that many of them completely ignore article l, provide
inadequate information in regard to it or confine themselves to a reference to
election laws. The Committee considers it highly desirable that States parties'
reports should contain information on each paragraph of article 1.

4. With regard to paragraph l of article l, States parties should describe the
constitutional and political processes which in practice allow the exercise of this
right.

s. Paragraph 2 affirms a particular aspect of the economic content of the right
of self-determinationJ namely the right of peoples, for their own ends, freely to
"dispose of their natural wealth and resources without prejudice to Any obligations
arising out of international economic co-operation, based upon the principle of
mutual benefit, and international law. In no case maya people be deprived of its
own means of subsistence". This right entails corresponding duties for all States
and the international community. States should indicate Any factors or
difficulties which prevent the free disposal of their natural wealth and resources
contrary to the provisions of this paragraph and to what extent that affects the
enjoyment of other rights set forth in the Covenant.

6. Paragraph 3, in the Committee's opinion, is particularly important in that it
imposes specifie obligations on States parties, not only in relation to their own
peoples but vis-à-vis all peoples which have not been able to exercise or have been
deprived of the possibility of exercising their right to self-determination. The
general nature of this paragraph is confirmed by its drafting history. It
stipulates that "The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having
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L

responsibility for the administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories,
shall promote the realization of the right of self-determination, and shall respect
that right, in conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the United
Nations". The obligations exist irrespective of whether a people entitled to
self-determination depends on a State party to the Covenant or note It follows
that all States parties to the Covenant should take positive action to facilitate
realization of and respect for the right of peoples to self-determination. Such
positive action must be consistent with the States' obligations under the Charter
of the United Nations and under international law: in particular, states must
refrain from interfering in the internal affairs of other States and thereby
adversel~ affecting the exercise of the right to self-determination. The reports
should contain information on the performance of these obligations and the measures
taken to that end.

7. In connection with article l of the Covenant the Committee refers to other
international instruments concerning the right of all peoples to
self-determination, in particular the Declaration on Principles of International
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with
the Charter of the united Nations, adopted by the General Assembly on
24 october 1970 (General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV».

8. The Committee considers that history has proved that the realization of and
respect for the right of self-determination of peoples contributes to the
establishment of friendly relations and co-operation between States and to
strengthening international peace and understanding.

General comment 13 (21) ~ (article 14)

1. The Committee notes that article 14 of the Covenant is of a complex nature and
that different aspects of its provisions will need specifie comments. All of these
provisions are aimed at ensuring the proper administration of justice, and to this
end uphold a series of individual rights such as equality before.the courts and
tribunals and the right to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent
and impartial tribunal established by law. Not all reports provided details on the
legislative or other measures adopted specifically to implement each of the
provisions of article 14.

2. In general, the reports of States parties fail to recognize that article 14
applies not only to procedures for the determination of criminal charges against
individuals but also to procedures to determine their rights and obligations in a
suit at law. Laws and practices dealing with these matters vary widely from State
to State. This divers~ty rnakes it all the more necessary for States parties to
provide ail relevant information and to explain in greater detail how the concepts
of "criminal charge" and "rights and obligations in a suit at law" are interpreted
in relation to their respective legal systems.

3. The Committee would find it useful if, in their future reports, States parties
could provide more detailed information on the steps taken to ensure that equality
before the courts, including equal access to courts, fair and public hearings and
competence, impartiality and independence of the judiciary are established by law
and guaranteed in practice. In particular, States parties should specify the
relevant constitutional and legislative texts which provide for the establishment
of the courts and ensure that they are independent, impartial and competent, in
particular with regard to the manner in which judges are appointed, the
qualifications for appointment, and the duration of their terms of office, the
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condition. governing promotion, transfer and cessation of their functions and the
actual independence of the judiciary from the executive branch and the legislature.

4. The provisions of article 14 apply to all courts and tribunals within the
scope of that article whether ordinary or specialized. The Committee notes the
existence, in many countries, of military or special courts which try civilians.
This could present serious problems as far as the equitable, impartial and
independent administration of justice is concerned. Quite often the reason for the
establishment of such courts is to enable exceptional procedures to be applied
which do not comply with normal standards of justice. While the Covenant does not
prohibit such categories of courts, nevertheless the conditions which it lays down
clearly indicate that the trying of civilians by such courts should be very
exceptional and take place under conditions which genuinely afford the full
guarantees stipulated in article 14. The Committee has noted a serioue lack of
information in this regard in the reports of some States parties whose judicial
institutions include such courts for the trying of civilians. In some countries
such military and special courts do not afford the strict guarantees of the proper
administration of justice in accordance with the requirements of article 14 which
are essential for the effective protection of human rights. If States parties
decide in circumstances of a public emergency as contemplated by article 4 to
derogate from normal procedures required under article 14, they should ensure that
such derogations do not exceed those strictly required by the exigencies of the
actual situation, and respect the other conditions in paragraph 1 of article 14.

s. The second sentence of article 14, paragraph l, provides that "everyone shall
be entitled to a fair and public hearing". paragraph 3 of the article elaborates
on the requirements of a "fair hearing" in regard to the determination of criminal
charges. However, the requirements of paragraph 3 are minimum guarantees, the
observance of which is not always sufficient to ensure the fairness of a hearing as
required by paragraph 1.

6. The publicity of hearings is an important safeguard in the interest of the
individual and of society at large. At the same time article 14, paragraph l,
acknowledges that courts have the power to exclude all or part of the public for
reasons spelt out in that paragraphe It should be noted that, apart from such
exceptional circumstances, the Committee considers that a hearing must be open to
the public in general, including members of the press, and must not, for instance,
be limited only to a particular category of persons. It should be noted that, even
in cases in which the public is excluded from the trial, the judgement must, with
certain strictly defined exceptions, be made public.

7. The Committee has noted a lack of information regarding article 14,
paragraph 2, and, in some cases, has even observed that the presumption of
innocence, which is fundamental to the protection of human rights, is expressed in
very ambiguous terms or entails conditions which render it ineffective. By reason
of the presumption of innocence, the burden of proof of the charge is on the
prosecution and the accused has the benefit of doubt. No guilt can be presumed
until the charge has been proved beyond reasonable doubt. Further, the presumption
of innocence impl!es a right to be treated in accordance with this principle. It
is therefore a dutY for all public authorities to refrain from prejudging the
outcome of a trial.
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8. Among the minimum guarantees in criminal proceedings prescribed by
paragraph 3, the first concerns the right of everyone to be informed in a language
which he understands of the charge against him (subparagraph (li». The Committee
notes that State reports often do not expIain how this right is respected and
ensured. Article 14, subparagraph 3 (a) applies to aIl cases of criminal charges,
including those of persons not in detention. The Committee notes further that the
right to be informed of the charge "promptly" requires that information is given in
the manner described as soon as the charge is first made by a competent authority.
In the opinion of the Oommittee this right must arise when in the course of an
investigation a court or an authority of the prosecution decides to take procedural
steps against a person suspected of Il crime or publicly names him as such. The
specifie requirements of subparagraph 3 (a) may be met by stating the charge either
orally or in writing, provided that the information indicates bath the law and the
alleged facts on which it is based.

9. Subparagraph 3 (b) provides that the accused must have adequate time and
facilities for the preparation of his defence and to communicate with counsel of
his own choosing. What is "adequate time" depends on the circumstances of ea~h

case, but the facilities must include access to documents and other evidence which
the accused requires to prepare his case, as weIl as the opportunity to engage and
communicate with counsel. When the accused does not want to defend himself in
person or request a person or an association of his choice, he should be able to
have recourse to a lawyer. Furthermore, this subparagraph requires counsel to
communicate with the accused in conditions giving full respect for the
confidentiality of their communications. Lawyers should be able to counsel and to
represent their clients in accordance with their established professional standards
and j~dgement without any restrictions, influences, pressures or undue Interference
from any quarter.

10. Subparagraph 3 (c) provides that the accused shall be tried without undue
delay. This guarantee relates not only to the time by which a trial ahould
commence, but also the time by which it should end and judgement be rendered, aIl
stages must take place "without undue delay". To make this right effective, a
procedure must be available in order to ensure that the trial will proceed "without
undue delay", bath in first instance and on appeal.

Il. Not aIl reports have dealt with aIl aspects of the right of defence as defined
in subparagraph 3 (d). The Committee has not always received sufficient
information concerning the protection of the right of the accused to be present
during the determination of any charge against him nor how the legal system assures
his right either to defend himself in person or to be assisted by counsel of his
own choosing, or what arrangements are made if a person does not have sufficient
means to pay for legal assistance. The accused or his lawyer must have the right
to act diligently and fearlessly in pursuing aIl available defences and the right
to challenge the conduct of the case if they believe it to be unfair. When
exceptionally for justified reasons trials in absentia are held, strict observance
of the rights of the defence is aIl the more necessary.

12. Subparagraph 3 (e) states that the accused shall be entitled to examine or
have examined the witnesses against him and to obtain the attendance and
examination of witnesses on his behalf under the same conditions as witnesses
against him. This provision is designed to guarantee to the accused the same legal
powers of compelling the attendance of witnesses and of examining or cross­
examining any witnesses as are available to the prosecution.
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13. Subparagraph 3 (f) provides that if the accused cannot understand or speak the
language used in court he is entitled to the assistance of an interpreter free of
Any charge. This right is independent of the outcome of the proceedings and
applies te aliens as well as to nationals. It is of basic importance in cases in
which ignorance of the language used by a court or difficulty in understanding may
constitute a major obstacle to the right of defence.

14. Subparagraph 3 (g) provides that the accused may not be compelled to testify
against hirnself or to confess guilt. In considering this safeguard the provisions
of article 7 and article 10, paragraph l, should be borne in mind. In order to
compel the accuse~ to confess or to testify against hirnself frequently methods
which violate these provisions are used. The law should require that evidence
provided by means of such methods or Any other form of compulsion is wholly
unacceptable.

15. In order to safeguard the rights of the accused under paragraphs land 3 of
article 14, judges should have authority to consider any Allegations made of
violations of the rights of the accused during Any stage of the prosecution.

16. Article 14, paragraph 4, provides that in the case of juvenile persons, the
procedure shall be such as will take account of their age and the desirability of
promoting their rehabilitation. Not many reports have furnished sufficient
information concerning such relevant matters as the minimum age at which a juvenile
may be charged with a criminal offence, the maximum age at which a person is still
consldered to be a juvenile, the existence of special courts and procedures, the
laws governing procedures against juveniles and how aIl these special arrangements
for juveniles take account of "the desirability of prornoting their
rehabilitation". Juveniles are to enjoy at least the'same guarantees and
protection as are accorded to adults under article 14.

17. Article 14, paragraph 5, provides that everyone convicted of a crime shall
have the right to his conviction and sentence being reviewed by a higher tribunal
according to law. Particular attention is drawn to the other language versions of
the ward "crime" (·infraction", ·delito", "p~estuplenie") which show that the
guarantee is not confined only to the most serious offences. In this connection,
not enough information has been provided concerning the procedures of appeal, in
particular the access to and the powers of reviewing tribunals, what requirements
must be satisfied to appeal against a judgement and the way in which the procedures
before review tribunals take account of the fair and public hearing requirements of
paragraph 1 of article 14.

18. Article 14, paragraph 6, provides for compensation accordlng to law in certain
cases of a miscarraige of justice as described therein. It seems from many State
reports that this right is often not observed or insufficiently guaranteed by
domestic legislation. States should, where necessary, supplement their legislation
in thia area in order to bring it into line with the provisions of the Covenant.

19. In considering State'reports differing views have often been expressed as to
the scope of paragraph 7 of article 14. SOrne States parties have even felt the
need to make reservations in relation to procedures for the resumption of criminal
cases. It seems to the Cornrnittee that most States parties make a clear distinction
between a resumption of a trial justified by exceptional circumstances and a
retrial prohibited pursuant to the principle of ne bis in idem as contained in
paragraph 7. This understanding of the meaning of ne bis in idem may encourage
States parties to reconsider their reservations to article 14, paragraph 7.
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Notes

!I For the nature and purpose of the general comments, see Official Records
of the General Assembly, Thirty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 40 (A/36/40),
annex VII, introduction. For a description of the history of the method of work,
the elaboration of the p~esent general comments and their use, see above
paras. 541-551. For the text of the General Comments already adopted by the
Committee, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-sixth Session,
3upplement No. 40 (A/36/40), annex VII and ibid., Thirty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 40 (A/37/40), annex V, Thirty-eighth Session, SUpplement No. 40
(A/38/40), annex VI. Also issued separately in documents CCPR/C/2l and Add.l and 2.

21 English version adopted by the Committee at its 5l6th meeting
(twenty-first session), held on 12 April 1984. The Arabie, French, Russian and
Spanish versions were approved by the Committee at its 537th meeting (twenty-second
session), held on 23 July 1984.

~ Also issued separately in document CCPR/C/21/Add.3.

~ The number in parenthesis indicates the session at which the general
comment was considered.
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ANNEX VII

Views of the Human Rights Committee under article 5 (4)
of the Optional Protocol to the International Oovenant

on Civil and Politic.l Rights - twentieth session

1
h
f

9
a

concerning

."
Suhmitted by,

Communication No. 83/1981

Victor Ernesto Martinez Machado on behalf of his brother,
Raûl Noel Martinez Machado

1
2
P
t
U
P
r

Alleged victim, Raûl Noel Martinez Machado

State party coneerned, Uruguay

Date of communication, 24 February 1981

Date of decision on admissibility, 15 October 1982

The Human Rights Committee established under article 28 of the International
Oovenant on Civil and Political Rights,

- meeting on 4 November 1983,

having coneluded its consideration of communication No. R.20/83 submitted
to the Committ~e by Victor Ernesto Martinez Machado under the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

having taken into account aIl written information made available to it by
the author of the communication and by the State party concerned,

adopts the followinga

VIEWS UNDER ARTICLE 5 (4) OF THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

1.1 The author of the communication (initial letter dated 24 February 1981 and
further suhmissions dated 18 and 28 June 1981, 27 September 1981 and
12 August 1982) is a Uruguayan national, residing at present in Franee. He
8uhmitted the communication on behalf of his brothér, Raûl Noel Martinez Machado,
who is imprisoned in Uruguay.

1.2 The author states that his brother, a te~h@r of history, born on 7 July 1949,
vas arrested in Uruguay on 16 October 1971 by members of the armed forces. In
1974, his brother had come under the jurisdiction of the military courts. In
1979 - eight years after his arrest - he was sentenced to nine and a ha1f years'
i~risonment. His defenee lawyer, Dr. Rodriguez Gigena abandoned the case after
fruitless attempts to remedy the irregularities of the procedure.
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l
1.3 On 26 November 1980 Raul Mart!nez was transferred from Libertad prison where
he has been held since January 1973 and was kept at an unknown place of detention
for five menths. During this period his family had no contact with him and felt
great concern for his state of health. The remedy of habeas corpus was not
available to them because Raul Mart!nez was subjected to military jurisdiction.
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1.4 The author states that on 26 November 1980 his brother "disappeared". On
26 5eptember 1980 the detainee Mario Teti Izquierdo was taken out of Libertad
prison te an unknown destination. On 25 November 1980, the public was informed by
the authorities of a suspected subversive conspiracy which included the invasion of
Uruguay and which was allegedly planned and directed by detainees in Libertad
prison. The Allegation implied, according to the author, the involvement of
relatives, including children, of the detainees as a link for communicating with
the outside world. The author points out that anybody who knows the prison will
realize that this was impossible. He stresses that the disappearance of his
brother has to be seen in this contexte He adds that during the first weeks of
December 1980 Orlando Pereira Malanolti and other detainees also disappeared from
Libertad. The author further states that in the last days of November and in the
first days of December 1980, several relatives of political detainees were
arrested. On 20 December 1980, an official communiqué announced that
Raul Noel Mart!nez Machado, Orlando Pereira and others were the leaders of the
alleged invasion plan. The author also observes that the disappearance of his
brother and other detainees was no doubt linked to the fact that aIl of them were
saon to complete their prison sentences.

1.5 The author further Alleges that his brother's disappearance violated the
internaI laws of Uruguay, because detainees who were serving their sentenc~c '~ere

theoretically at the disposaI of a judge anG could not be transferred or held
incommunicado without an order of the judge and then only subject to the
limitations imposed by the law of the country.

1.6 Th~ author submits that on 16 May 1981 his brother was seen again when- as a
result of growing international protest, a French lawyer who had travelled to
Uruguay specifically to take up his brother's case was granted a "visit" with him
at the No. 4 Infantry Batallion barracks in the Departmento of Colonia. This visit
took place in an atmosphere of tension and pressure and lasted for only five
minutes, during which the two were allowed to speak only of the detainee's health
and family.

1.7 Subsequently, Raul Mart!nez was taken back to Libertad prison where, on
18 June 1981 he received a family visite The author submits that during this visit
his brother informed his relatives that he had been re-tried (reprocesado) and that
at the court of first instance he had been sentenced (penado) to a year's detention
in a military prison, plus three months precautionary detention (medidas de
seguridad) and six years ·conditional liberty·. The author adds that his family
did not know the ·charges· which had been brought against his brother. He also
states that his brother's physical condition had noticeably deteriorated aftar six
menths of torture and ·disappear«nce·, but that he was apparently mentally weIl.

1.8 As to the question of admissibility, the author states that he has not
submitted the same matter to another procedure of international investigation or
settlement and that domestic remedies were not available in his brother's case.

;1
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1.9 The author claims that his brother is a victiro of violations of articles 6, 7,
10 (1) and 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

2. By its decision of 17 March 1981, the Human Rights Committee transmitted the
communication under rule 91 of the provisional rules of procedure to the State
party concerned, requesting information and observations relevant to the
admissibility of the communication and asking for: (a) copies of any court orders
or decisions relevant to this case and (b) information as to the whereabouts of
Raul Noel Martinez Machado.

3. In its notes dated 14 August and 6 OCtober 1981 and 2 June 1982, the State
party objected to the admissibility of the communication on the ground that since
domestic remedies had not been exhausted, it did not fulfil the requirernents of
article 5, paragraph 2 (b) of the Optional Protocol. The State party informed the
Committee that any person ~n Uruguayan territory has free access to the public and
administrative courts and authorities and is free to invoke aIl the remedies
guaranteed by the domestic legal system. The State party also stated that in
mid-December 1980, the population was informed of the discovery of plans for the
reactivation of the Tupamaros National Liberation Movement, recrganized under the
name of nseispuntista", from within Military Detention Establishment No. 1. At
that time, the identity of several of the conspirators was made known and
information was given on each one's legal status. Raul Martinez Machado, allegedly
a subversive and one of the ringleaders of the movement operating from within the
Establishment, was brought to trial (procesado) on Il May 1981 for the offence of
nconspiracy to subvert". The State party added that the accused, under military
justic~, had access to the following internaI remedies ~ppeal against the
decision to refuse to allow a tr~al (procesamiento), appeal, complaint for refusaI
of leave to appeal, appeal for annulment, and the special remedies of appeal to
vacate a judgement and appeal for review.

4.1 In hi~ comments dated 27 September 1981 and 12 August 1982, the author
reiterates that, in his brother's case, no domestic remedies were available which
qould have been invoked. He recalls that his brot!:er had been detained
incommunicado for several months (after 26 Novernber 1980) and thus he was deprivea
not only of free access to the administrative authorities and courts, but of any
opportvni~y to give anyone a sign of life or of his whereabou~s, that he had been
at the mercy of his captors who did not admit ,that they were holding him. Thus,
the author claims his brother had been cut off from any contact with the outside
world and deprived of aIl rights, including the right to s~curity of life. In such
circumstances any recourse to internaI remedies had been made virtually impossible.

4.2 In connection with the alleged participation of his brother in an alleged plan
to reactivate the MLN-Tupamaros, the author stresses again that, after the
plebiscite held on 30 November 1980 and due to the fact that the majority of the
Uruguayan population voted against the draft Constitution proposed by the
authorities, a policy of repression was directed agai~st political prisonere and
their relatives. This led to new arrests and trials. He considers that in such
context of repression and of non-respect for the law, his brother's re-trial
(renrocesamiento) can only be seen as illegal. The author also affirms that his
brother was denied a proper defence since his ex officio defence counsel,
Colonel Ramirez, was a member of the armed forces who had to obey his superiors
rather than defend his brother's interests. He adds that, although the Government
stated that his brother was re-tried on Il May 1981, his family had been assured by

-150"

1
il
;1

li
\;

!,
U
r ~

'i

his defence counsel
1982. The author e

4.3 In summary,
took place after
to tortureJ that he
had completed his p
fair defenceJ and t

4.4 In substantiat
(approximately 200
concentration" and
Prisoniers Politiqu
therein, inter alia
months tmprisonmen
association, depri'
other detainees he
description of suc
been taken urgentl
upon him.

5. with regard t
assertion that the
international inve

6. With regard t
note of the State
exhausted the dome
understood that th
were initiated or
However, in the ab
been applicable in
unable to conclude
remedies. Accordi
inadmissible under
it related to even
explanations which
Protocol, giving
the alleged victi
prospect that suc

7. On 15 OCtobe

(1) That th
said to have cont
the Covenant and

(2) That, i
State party be re
of the transmitta
clarifying the ma

(3) That th
statements submit



lis defence counsel that he was not re-tried but would be released in OCtober
1982. The author expresses the hope that this would prove true.

4.3 In summary, the author maintains that bis brother's re-trial (reprocesamiento)
took place after six months of "disappearance" during which he had been subjected
to torture; that he was "brought to trial" (procesado) on 11 May 1981 although he
had completed his prison sentence on 16 April 1981, that he had no possibility of a
fair defence, and that he was a victim of the arbitrariness of military judges.

4.4 In substantiation of his allegations r the author submits various enclosures
(approximately 200 pages), in particular two publications, entitled "Les camps de
concentration" and "La politique de rejugement", from the comité des Familles des
Prisoniers Politiques Uruguayens (FPPU, Paris, 26 November 1981). It is stated
therein, inter alia, that in 1979 Raul Martinez was sentenced to nine years and six
months imprisonment on groL·ds of attempt against the constitution, unlawful
association, deprivation of freedom, co-author of theft, that as in the cases of
other detainees he is subject to inhuman prison conditions at Libertad (a detailed
description of such conditions is given), and that in November-December 1979 he had
been taken urgently to the military hospital due to inhuman treatment inflicted
upon him.

s. with regard to article 5 (2) (a), the Committee noted that the author's
assertion that the same matter had not been submitted to any other procedure of
international investigation or settlernent had not been contested by the state paT.ty.

6. with regard to article S, paragraph 2 (b), the Human Rights Committee took
note of the State party's assertion.tnat Raul Noel Mart!nez Machado had not yet
exhausted the domestic remedies available to him. In this connection the Cownittee
understood that the State party's assertion related merely to the proceedings which
were initiated or took place on 11 May 1981 and not to events prior to that date.
However, in the absence of any specific indications as to which remedies would have
been applicable in the particular circumstances of this case, the Committee was
unable to conclude that Raul Noel Mart!nez Machado had failed to exhaust domestic
remedies. Accordingly, the Committee found that the communication was not
inadmissible under article 5 (2) (b). It observed that this decision, in so far as
it related to events after 11 May 1981, could be reviewed in the light of further
explanations which the State party might submit under article 4 (2) of the Optiona1
Protocol, giving details of any domestic remedies claimed to have been available ·to
the alleged victim, t~ether with evidence that there would be a reasonable
prospect that such remedies would be effective.

7. On 15 OCtober 1982, the Human Rights Committee therefore decided,

(1) That the communication was admissible in 50 far as it releated to events
said to have continued or taken place on or after 23 March 1976, the date on which
the Covenant and the Optional protocol entered into force for Uruguay,

(2) That, in accordance with article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol, the
State party be requested to submit to the Committee, within six months of the date
of the transmittal to it'of this decision, written explanations or statements
clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that may have been taken by it,

(3) That the State party be informed that the written explanations or
statements submitted by it under article 4 (2) of the Optional protocol must relate
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primarily to the substance of the matter under consideration. The Committee
stressed that in order to perform its responsibilities, it required specifie
responses to the allegations which had been made by the author of the
communication, and the State party's explanations of the actions taken by it. The
state party was requested, in this connection, to enclose copies of any court
orders or decisions of relevance to the matter under. consideration.

9. In its submission under article 4 (2) of the Optional protocol dated
4 OCtober 1983, the State party rejects - without providing additional facts - the
author's contention th~t his brother was subjected to ill-treatment, that he
"disappeared", that he has been denied a proper defence and that the effective
application of domestic remedies available under the procedural laws of the country
is not possible. The State party reiterates that military tribunals enjoy total
independence in the exercise of their judicial function and it asserts that
procedural guarantees are auly observed during aIl stages of the proceedings and
that the defence may apply for such remedies as it considers appropriate.

8. By a note dated 22 November 1982, relating to the author's submission of
12 August 1982, the State party reiterates that Raul Martinez was one of the
principal leaders of the Seispuntista Movement. It points out "that the action
taken with respect to the emergence of the subversive organization concerned was
based on investigations carried out in accordance with the requirements of the
law. Mr. Martinez Machado was not the subject of a 'forced disappearance', as
suggested in the author's communication, but was merely moved from his place of
imprisonment for security reasons, with a view to frustrating the Seispuntismo plan
by thus impeding communication among its members. While Mr. Martinez Machado's
unconditional release might have been effected recently, the discovery of his
participation in this movement made it necessary to institute new proceedings which
prevented its materialization." With respect to the conduct of the ex officio
defending counsel, the State party further points out that the persons concerned
are independent lawyers who are not subject to the military hierarchy in the
performance of their technical functions. "These were in strict conformity with
the principles that should regulate any counsel of a technical and legal nature."

10. When adopting its decision on admissibility on 15 OCtober 1982, the Committee
observed that this decision, in so far as it related to events after Il May 1981,
could be reviewed in the light of further explanations which the State party might
submit under articl~ 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol. The Committee notes that,
despite the receipt of the State party's most recent submission, no details have
been furnished to it of any domestic remedies claimed to have been available to the
allegeà victim, together with evidence that there would be a reasonable prospect
that puch remedies would be effective. The Committee therefore sees no reason for
reviewing its decision on admissibility.

Il.1 The Corrmittee decides to base its views on the following facts which have
been either essentially confirmed by the State party or are uncontested except for
denials of a general character offering no particular information or explanation.

Il.2 Raul Noel Martinez Machado was arrested on 16 OCtober 1971. In January 1973
he was transferred to Libertad prison. In 1974 he came under the jurisdiction of
the military courts. In 1979 he was sentenced to nine and a half years'
imprisonment. Re was to have completed the sentence on 16 April 1981. On
26 November 1980 he was moved from Libertad prison to another detention
establishment for interrogation in connection with his alleged involvement in
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operations aimed at reactivating a subversive organization (the "Tupamaros"
movement) from within Libertad prison. From November 1980 to May 1981 he was held
incommunicado. On Il May 1981, Raul Martinez was again brought to trial
(procesado) for the offence of "conspiracy to subvert". His ex-officio lawyer is
Colonel Ramirez.

12.1 In formulating its views the Human Rights Committee takes into account, in
particular, the following consideration:

12.2 In operative paragraph 3 of its decision of 15 October 1982, the Committee
requested the State party to submit copies of any court orders or decisions of
relevance to the matter under consideration. The Committee notes with regret that
it has not been furnished with any of the relevant documents or with any
information about the outcome of the criminal proceedings commenced against
Raul Martinez Machado in 1971 and 1981. Taking into account the delay in the first
trial, it must be concluded in this respect that he has not been tried without
undue delay as required by article 14 (3) (c) of the Covenant.

13. The Human Rights Committee, acting under article 5 (4) of the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Righl~, is of the
view that the facts as found by the Committee, in so far as they continued or
occurred after 23 March 1976 (the date on which the Covenant and the Optional
Protocol entered into force for Uruguay) disclose violations of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, particularly:

of article 10 (1) because Raul Martinez was held incommunicado for more
than five months~

of article 14 (3) (b) because the conditions of his detention from
November 1980 to May 1981 effectively barred him from access to legal
assist~nce,

of article 14 (3) (c), because he was not tried without undue delay.

14. The Committee, accordingly, is of the view that the State party is under an
obligation to take immediate steps to ensure strict observance of the provisions of
the Covenant and in particular (i) that Raul Martinez Machado is treated with
humanity as required by article 10 (1) of the Covenant, (ii) that the guarantees
prescribed by article 14 are fully respected and, in so far as this has not been
done in any proceedings already taken, an effective remedy will he applied, and
(iii) that a copy of these views he transmitted to him.
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ANNEX VIII

Views of the Human Rights Committee under article 5 (4)
of the QPtional Protocol to the International Covenant

on Civil and Political Rights - twentieth session

concerning

Communication No. 103/1981

Submitted by, Estela Oxandabarat on behalf of her father,
Batlle Oxandabarat Scarrone

All!9~ victim, Batlle Oxandabarat Scarrone

State Party concerned, Uruguay

Date of communication, 30 June 1981

Date of decision on aàmissibility, 27 OCtober 1982

The Human Rights Committee established under article 28 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political rightsa

- meeting on 4 November 1983J

having concluded its consideration of communication No. R.24/l03 submitted
to the Committee by Estela OXandabarat under the Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political RightsJ

- having taken into account aIl written information made available to it by
the author of the communication and by the State party concernedJ

adopts the following,

VIEMS UNDER ARTICLE 5 (4) OF THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

1.1 The author of the communication (initial letter dated 30 June 1981 and further
letter dated 23 Slptember 1982) is a Uruguayan n~tional residing at pres~nt in
Spain. She submitted the communication on behalf of her father,
B&tlle OXandabarat Scarrone, a11eging that he is imprisoned in Uruguay and that he
ia a victim of a breach by Uruguay of several articles (specified by the author) of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

1.2 The author states that her father, a 57-year-old Uruguayan national, had been
per.onnel chief of the electric shop at the Administraci6n Nacional de
Ca.b~atible., Alcohol y Portland, co-founder of the Federaci6n de Empleados de
ANCAP and Pr.sident of the Convenci6n Nacional de Trabajadores for the Salto
dl.trlct. She states that because of his trade union activities he was arrested in
June 1972 and kept incommunicado for six months at the Unidad Militar de Infanteria
in Salto, where he was allegedly subjected to torture including physical beatings,
electrlc .hocks (picana) And immersion in water (submarino). He was then taken ta
the -Penal de Libertad- and Bubmltted to military justice. Since he was detained

-154-

unde
auth
took
Supr
did
were

1.3
medi
the
repo
trau
impa
Bat!
prem

2.
that
inte
of v
17,

3.
Comm
proc
rel
aIs
deci
inf

4.
Bat
off
H'34
was
a me
act'
la
on
and
for
cir
Con
'di
9
the

5.1
end
la
in
led
the
kin



al

ted
he

by

ther

he
) of

een

d in
eria
g8,
ta

ed

under "prompt security measures" recourse to habeas corpus was not available. The
author does not mention when sentencing by the military tribunal of first instance
took place. A final sentence of 13 years' imprisonment was imposed in 1980 by the
Supreme Military Tribunal of second instance. The author alleges that her father
did not commit any act punishable under the law and that his trade union activities
were protected by the Uruguayan constitution.

1.3 The author also submitted a copy of a statement written by Dr. J. J. Arén, a
medical doctor who was himself a detainee at the Penal de Libertad, where he had
the opportunity to examine severaI prisoners, including the alleged victim. The
report states that in 1976-1977 Batlle Oxandabarat suffered a cranioencephalic
traumatism and that since then his faculty of perceiving time and space is
impaired. Moreover, as a result of prolonged imprisonment and ill-treatment,
Batlle Oxandabarat suffers from physical and mental deterioration, anaemia and
premature aging.

2. The author states that domestic remedies have been exhausted and indicates
that the same matter has not been submitted under any other procedure of
international investigation or settlement. She claims that her father i5 a victim
of violations of articles 7, 9 (1), 9 (2), 9 (3), 9 (4), 10 (1), 10 (3), 14, 15,
17, 19, 21, 22 and 26 of the Covenant.

3. By its decision of 13 OCtober 1981, the Working Group of the Human Rights
Committee transmitted the communication under rule 91 of the provisional rules of
procedure to the State party concerned, requesting information and observations
relevant to the question of admissibility of the communication. The Working Groùp
also requested the State party to transmit to the Committee any copies of court
decisions against Batlle Oxandabarat Scarrone, and to give the Committee
information of his state of health.

4. In a submission dated 29 June 1982 the State party informed the Committee that
Batlle Oxandabarat "was lawfully detained after being found to have committed
offences expressly defined in the Ordinary Penal Code in force in Uruguay since
1~34. Contrary to what was stated by the author of the communication, Oxandabarat
was not harassed or arrested on account of his trade union activities; he had been
a member of the Tupamaros National Liberation Movement since 1968 and his criminal
activities included participation in the raid on the Salto branch of the Banco de
la Republica and in the escape of two prisoners from Salto gaol. He was sentenced
on 4 March 1980 by the court of second instance to 13 years rigorous imprisonment
and to precautionary detention (medidas de seguridad eliminativas) of 1 to 2 years
for the following offences: 'Criminal conspiracy' with the aggravating
circumstances as set out in article 151 (1), (2) and (3), 'action to upset the
Constitution in the degree of conspiracy followed by criminal preparations',
'disloyal assistance and counselling', 'escape from custody', 'receiving stolen
goods', 'theft', ùll in the Ordinary Penal Code." The Btate party furtner informed
the Committee that the present state of health of Batlle Oxandabarat is good.

5.1 In a further letter datp-d 23 September 1982, the author claims that since the
end of 1975 her father had not had counsel of his choice but a court-appointed
lawyer; that the lawyer 'never visited her father nor informed him of de~elopments

in his case; that the conditions of his imprisonment h~ve remained inhuman and have
led to her father's progressive physical and mental deterioration, a11eging that
the prison regime to which her father is subjected is not designed to produce any
kind of refo~m or rehabilitation but aims at his psych01ogica1 and physical
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annihilation. She further alleges that many times when she went to the
penitentiary to visit her father she was informed that he was being held
incommunicado and couId not he visited. She claims that medical care for the
prisoners is Inadequate, and resubmits a copy of the statement by Dr. J. J. Arén on
her father's state of health (paragraph 1.3 above).

5.2 With respect to the criminal proceedings against her father, the author claims
that although they started before the entry into force of the Covenant for Uruguay
(23 March 1976), the critical phase of the trial, evaluation of evidence allegedly
obtained by torture, and sentencing took place after the Covenant had entered into
force.

6. On the basis of the information before it, the Committee found that it was not
precluded by article 5 (2) (a) of the Optional Protocol from considering the
communication, as there was no indication that the same matter had been submitted
to another procedure of international investigation or settlement. The Committee
was also unable to conclude that in the circumstances of this case there were
effective remedies available to the alleged victim which he had failed to exhaust.
Accordingly, the Committee found that the communication was not inadmissible under
article 5 (2) (b) of the Optional Protocol.

7. On 27 October 1982, the Human Rights Committee therefore decided:

(1) That the communication was admissible so far as it related to events
which allegedly continued or took place after 23 March 1976, the date on which the
Covenant and the Optional Protocol entered into force for Uruguay,

(2) That, in accordance with article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol, the
State party be requested to submit to the Committee, within six months of the date
of the transmittal to it of this decision, written explanations or statements
clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that may have been taken by it,

(3) That the State party be informed that the written explanations or the
statements submitted by it under article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol must relate
primarily to the substance of the matter now under consideration. The Committee
stressed that, in order to perform its responsibilities, it required specifie
responses to the allegations which had heen made by the author of the
communication, and the State party's explanations of the actions taken by it,

(4) That the state pa~ty be again requested to furnish the Committee with
(a) specifie information on the state of health of Batlle Oxandabarat and the
medical treatment given to him, and (b) copies of any court decisions taken against
Batlle Oxandabarat, including the decision of the military court first instance.

8.1 In its submission under article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol, dated
27 May 1983, the State party informed the Committee "that Mr. Oxandabarat Scarrone
was at no time subjected to physical maltrea~ment and that he was detained nol
because of his trade union act!vities, but after being found to have committed
offences established ~ the Uruguayan legal system, on which the Committee has
a1ready been informed. With regard to Mr. Oxandabarat's health, on 26 December 1975
he waS discharg~~ after having been treated with Calciparine and Tromexan for a
pulmonary i11ness. Check-ups on his hea1th were subsequently made at the
po1yclinic of EMR No. 1. In December 1981 he ~as treated at the surgical polyclinic
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for haemorrhoidal prolapse. A haemorrhoidectomy was carried out, with good
post-operative recovery, and a rectosigmoidoscopy showed no pathological lesions.
He continues to undergo examinations and is being treated with Fluxan and Hemuval.
The findLng of the latest general examination is that he is in good health."

8.2 No additional information or observations have been received from the author
in this connection.

9.1 The Human Rights Committee, having examined the present communication in the
light of all the information made available to it by the parties as provided in
article 5 (1) of the Optional Protocol, hereby decides to base its views on the
following facts, which appear to be uncontested.

9.2 Batlle Oxandabarat was a trade-union leader and had been a member of the
Tupamaros National Liberation Movement since 1968. He has been kept i.n detention
continuously since he was arrested in June 1972. A final sentence of 13 years'
irnprisonment was imposed on 4 March 1980 by the court of second instance. He did
not have counsel of his choice, but a court-appointed lawyer, who did not visit him
nor inform him of developments in the case.

10.1 In formulating its views, the Human Rights Committee also takes into account
the following considerations, which reflect a failure by the State party and by the
author to furnish the information and clarifications necessary for the Committee to
formu1ate final views on aIl allegations.

10.2 In operative par~graph 4 of its decision of 13 OCtober 1981 and again in
operative paragraph 4 of its decision on admissibility of 27 October 1982, the
Committee requested the State party to enclose copies of any court decisions taken
against Batlle Oxandabarat, including the decision of the military court of first
instance. The Committee notes with deep concern that in spite of its repeated
requests in this case and in many other cases, no such documents have ever been
received from the State party. The Committee recalls in this connection the
assurances given to it by the Representative of the Government of Uruguay on
8 April 1982 (see summary record of the Committee's 359th meeting, document
CCPR/C/SR.359, para. 17) that these documents are readily available to any
interested party. In the light of these assurances given before the Committee by
the Representative of the Government of Uruguay, and which assurances the Committee
does not wish to doubt were given in good faith, it is aIl the more disturbing
that, 18 months later, not a single such document has been received from the State
party, in spite of the Committee's continued and repeated requests. In these
circumstances and considering that the State party has never offered any
explanation as to why the documents in question have not been made available to it,
the failure to produce these documents inevitably raises serious doubts concerning
them. If reasoned decisions exist, it is not understandable why such pertinent
information is withheld. The lack of precise information seriously hampers the
discharge of the functions of the Committee under the Optional Protocol.

10.3 With respect to the state of health of the alleged victim, the Committee
finds that the information before the Committee in regard to the treatment of
Mr. Oxandabarat after 2J March 1976 (the date on which the Covenant and the
Optional Protocol entered into force for uruguay) does not justify a finding of a
violation of article la (1) of the Covenant.
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11. The Human Rights Committee, acting under article 5 (4) of the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, is of the
view ~~at the facts as found by the Comm1ttee, in so far as they continued or
occurred after 23 March 1976, disclose violations of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political R1ghts, particularly of.

Article 14, paragraph 3 (b), because Batlle Oxandabarat did not have
adequate legal assistance for the preparation of his defence,

Article 14, paragraph 3 (c), because he was not tried without undue delay.

12. The comm1ttee, accordingly, is of the view that the State party is under an
obligation to prov1de Batlle Oxandabarat with effective remedies, and, in
particular, to ensure that he continues to receive all necessary medical care and
to transmit a copy of these views to him.
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ANNEX IX

Views of the Human Rights Committee under article 5 (4) of the
Qptional Protocol to the International Covenant of Civil and

Political Rights - twenty-first session

concerning

Communication No. 85/1981

Submitted by: Nelly Roverano de Romero on behalf of her husband,
Hector Alfredo Ramero

A11eged victim: Hector Alfredo Ramero

State party concerned: Uruguay

Date of communication: 2 March 1981

Date of decision on admissibility: 22 July 1983

The Human Rights Committee established under article 28 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Po1itical Rights:

Meeting on 29 March 1984J

Having concluded its consideration of communication No. R.21/85 submitted
to the Committee by Nelly Roverano de Romero under the Optional protocol to
the International Covenant on Civil and Political RightsJ

Having taken into account all written information made available to it by
the author of the communication and by the State party concernedJ

adopts the following:

VIElHS UNDER ARTICLE S (4) OF THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

1. The author of the communication (initial letter dated 2 March 1981 and further
letters dated lS Qctober 1982, 7 June 1983 and 22 February 1984) is a uruguayan
national, residing at present in Sweden. She submitted the communication on behalf
of her husband, Hector Alfredo Ramero, who is detained at Libertad prison
(EMR No. 1) in Uruguay. The author doea not specify which articles of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights have been allegedly vi01ated.

2.1 In describing her husband's situation, the author relies partly on information
provided by Edgardo Carvalho, a former Uruguayan defence lawyer now residing in
Spain, and on a more recent report given to her by David Campora Schweizer, !I who,
in December 1980, arrived from Uruguay in the Federal Repub1ic of Germany, and
according to whom Hector Alfredo Romero was being detained in a cell alone at
Libertad prison and had been subjected during the entire month of November 1980 to
punishment at a cell called "la Isla", where rainwater filters in and one lives in
the midst of human ex<:,.rement.
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2.2 It is stated that Mr. Ramero was a worker at an industrial plant, a militant
trade unionist and member of the Resistencia Obrero Estudiantil, a leftist
organization which was declared illegal by the military Government in Uruguay in
December 1973. H6 was reportedly arrested for the first time in September 1970 on
charges of attempted robbery and illicit association. He subsequently escaped from
prison in September 1971 and was rearrested in December 1971. At the end of 1975
he was sentenced to a five-year prison term which, counting the time he had already
spent in detention, was soon finished and his release was ordered. However, he was
immediately transferred by order of the military authorities to the central police
prison where he allegedly was held at the dispos~l of the executive authorities •
His application to opt to leave Uruguay (a right applicable to a person so held and
still valid at present) was rejected. From then on, Hector Romero was allegedly
transferred from one police detention centre to another, he Id incommunicado, and
during that time allegedly subjected to torture and ill-treatment in order to have
him confess crimes he had not committed. At the end of May 1976, Hector Romero,
together with other political prisoners, was brought briefly before journalists in
arder to silence rumours from abroad that he and other political prisoners had
disappeared in Uruguay.

2.3 According to José Valdes Pieri, a former Uruguayan prisoner at present
residing in Spain, Hector Romero was transferred by the military in November 1976
to an unknown place and kept incommunicado until the middle of 1977, when he again
appeared in Libertad prison, awaiting another trial before a military tribunal.
The author Alleges that the new trial was a travesty of justice.

3. ay its decision of 18 March 1981 the Human Rights Committee transmitted the
communication under rule 91 of the provisional rules of procedure to the State
party, requesting information and observations relevant to the admissibility of the
communication and asking for copies of any court orders or decisions relevant to
that case.

4. ay a note of 3 June 1981 the State party objected to the admissibility of the
communication on the ground that the same matter was already being examined by the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) as case No. 3106.

5. Further proceedings before the Human Rights Committee were delayed until it
was ascertained that the case had been effectively withdrawn from IACHR pursuant to
a written request by the author, dated 4 May 1982, subsequently confirmed by IACHR
in December 1982. The State party was informed of the withdrawal by note of
1 March 1983.

6. In its reply dated 4 May 1983 the State party submitted

Wthat the person in question was arrested because of his links with the
Tupamaros National Liberation Movement and while attacking a branch office of
a bank. A sentence of second instance has been handed down in the case of
Mr. Ramero: he was sentenced to 25 years' imprisonment and to froM 1 to
5 years' precautionary detention, having been found guilty of the offences of
'criminal conspiracy', 'aggravating circumstances', 'action to upset the
Constitution amounting to a conspiracy followed by criminal preparations',
'co-perpetration of robbery', 'co-perpetration of deprivation of freedom',
'co-perpetration of the use of bombs, mortars or explosives in order to cause
fear in the community', 'co-perpetration of usurpation of functions' and
'co-perpetration of damage', aIl offences in the Ordinary Criminal Code.

-160-



"Mr. Romero is currently imprisoned in EMR No. 1. The criminal trial was
held in accordance with the relevant legal provisions. What the autbor
wrongly presents as a travesty of justice is the stage in the trial when the
sentence of first instance was handed down, and not a new trial. Finally,
Mr. Romero was at no time subjected to physical maltreatme~t. In Uruguay, the
integrity of prisoners is protected by strict provisions ot positive law and
also in fact."

7. In a further submission dated 7 June 1983 the author alleges that, according
to information obtained through the Swedish Embassy in Uruguay, her husband has
been subjected to three judicial proceedings, two under civilian and one under
military justice, and that he has heen sentenced to 25 years' imprisonment and
to l to 5 years' precautionary detention.

8.1 With regard to article 5 (2) (a) of the Optional Protocol, the Committee
ascertained from the secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Hüman Rights
that the case concerning Hector Alfredo Romero, submitted to the Commission by a
close family member on 20 July 1979 and registered under number 3106, had heen
withdrawn from active consideration in September 1982. Accordingly, the Committee
found that the communication was not inadmissible under article 5 (2) (a) of the
Optional Protocol.

8.2 With regard to the exhaustion of local remedies the Committee was unable to
conclude, on the basis of the information before it, that there were effective
remedies available to the alleged victim which he should have pursued.
Accordingly, the Committee found that the communication was not inadmissible under
article 5 (2) (b) of the Optional Protocol.

9. On 22 July 1983, the Human Rights Committee therefore decided:

(1) That the communication was admissible in 50 far'as it related to events
which allegedly continued or took place on or after 23 March 1976, the date on
which the Covenant and the Optional Protocol ~ntered into force for Uruguay,

(2) That, in accordance with article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol, the
State party he requested to submit to the Committee, within six months of the date
of the transmittal to it of this decision, written explanations or statements
clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that may have been taken by it,

(3) That the State party he informed that the written explanations or
statements submitted by it under article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol mus~ relate
primarily to the substance of the matter under consideration. The Committee
stressed that, in order ta perform its responsibilities, it required specific
responses to the allegations which hod been made by the author of the
communication, and the State party's explanations of the actions taken by it. The
State party was requested, in this connection, (i) to enclose copies of any court
orders or decisions of relevance to the matter under consideration and in
particular to Mr. Romero's continued detention after he had served a five-year
prison term to which he was sentenced in 1975, (ii) to inform the Committee of the
reasons for his continued detention and of any further proceedings against him, and
(iii) to inquire into the allegations made concerning the connitions in which

Mr. Romero has been detained (paras. 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 above) and to inform the
COmmittee of the result of its inquiries.
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10.1 In its submission under article 4 (2) of the Optional protocol, dated
23 January 1984, the State party reiterated what was stated in its reply to the
Committee dated 4 May 1983, explaining the grounds on which Mr. Ramero was
imprisoned. The State party also reiterated "that the conditions to which
prisoners are subject have been observed by international officiaIs and diplomats
accredited in Uruguay, in the course of numerous visits made by them to the various
prison establishments·.

10.2 ln her letter of 22 February 1984, the author maintains her allegations and
points out that the State party has not specified who are the international
officiaIs and diplomats who have visited the prison establishments, whereas she
mentions aIl ~~r witnesses by name, e.g., Edgardo Car~alho, David Campora Schweizer
and José Valdes Pieri.

Il.1 The Human Rights Committee, having examined the present communication in the
light of aIl the information made available to it by the parties as provided in
article 5 (1) of the Optional protocol, hereby decides to base its views on the
following facts, which appear uncontested.

Il.2 Hector Alfredo Ramero was a militant trade unionist and member of the
Resistencia Obrero EstudiantilJ he was arrested for the first time in
September 1970 on charges of attempted robbery and illicit associationJ in second
instance he was sentenced to 25 years l imprisonment and to from 1 to 5 years l

precautionary detentionJ from November 1976 to the middle of 1977 he was he1d
incommunicado at an unknown pla~e of detention.

12.1 In formulating its views. the Human Rights Committee a1so takes into account
the fo1lowing considerations.

12.2 In operative paragraph 3 of the Working Groupls decision of 18 March 1981 and
again in ope~ative paragraph 3 of the Committee's decision of 22 Ju1y 1983, the
State party was requested to enclose copies of any court orders or decisions of
relevance to the case, and in particular with respect to Mr. Romero's continued
detention after he had served a five-year prison term to which he had been
sentenced in 1975. The State party was also requested to investigate the author's
allegations with regard to the conditions of Mr. Romero's detention (paras. 2.1,
2.2 and 2.3 above) and to inform the Committee of the result of its inquiries. The
Committee notes with regret that it has not received the requested information.

12.3 With regard to the burden of proof, the Committee has already established in
other cases (e.g., No. 30/1978) that this cannot rest alone on the author of the
communication, especially considering that the author and the State party do not
always have equal access to the evidence and that frequently the State party alone
has access to relevant information. It is implicit in article 4 (2) of the
Optional Protocol that the State party has the dutY to investigate in good faith
aIl allegations of violations of the Covenant made against it and its authorities
and to furnish to the Committee the information available to it. In cases where
the author has submitted to the Committee allegations supported by witness
testimony, as in this case, and where further clarification of the case depends on
information exclusively in the hands of the State party, the Committee may consider
such allegations as substantiated in the absence of satisfactory evidence and
explanations to the contrary submitted by the State party.
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13. The Human Rights Committee, acting under article 5 (4) of the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, is of the
view that the facts as found by the Committee, in so far as they continued or
occurred after 23 March 1976 (the date on which the Covenant and the Optional
Protocol entered into force for Uruguay), disclose violations ofl

r

Id

le

Article la, paragraph l of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, because Hector Alfredo Romere has not been treated with
humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person, in
particular because he was kept incommunicado at an unknown place of
detention for several months (from November 1976 to the middle of 1977)
during which time his fate and his whereabouts were unknown.

14. The Committee, accordingly, is of the view that the State party is under an
obliga~ion to ensure that Hector Alfredo Romero is henceforth treated with
humanity, and to transmit a copy of these views to him.

Notes

~ The Committee's views in the Câmpora Schweizer case were adopted at its
seventeenth session (CCPR/C/D/(XVII)/66/1980).
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ANNEX X

Views of the Human Rights Committee under article 5 (4)
of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights - twentY-first session

concerning

Communication No. 109/1981

Submitted bys Maria Dolores pérez de Gémez

Alleged victims Teresa G6mez de Voituret (author's daughter)

State party concerneds Uruguay

Date of communications 17 August 1981

Date of decision on admissibilitys 22 July 1983

The Human Rights Committee established under article 28 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rightss

- meeting on 10 April 1984J

- having concluded its consideration of communication No. R.25/l09 submitted
to the Committee by Maria Dolores pérez de G6mez under the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and political RightsJ

having taken into account all written information made available to it by
the author of the communication and by the State party concernedJ

adopts the followings

VIEl'IS UNDER ARTICLE 5 (4) OF THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

1. The author of the communication (initial letter dated 17 August 1981,
further letters dated 20 November 1981 and 18 September 1982) is
Maria Dolores pérez de G6mez, a uruguayan national living in Montevideo, Uruguay,
writing on behalf of her daughter, Teresa G6mez de Voituret, who is allegedly
detained in Uruguay and is not in a position to present her case herself to the
Human Rights Committee. Mrs. pérez de G6mez clairn8 that her daughter is a victim
of a breach by Uruguay of article 10 (1) of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights.

2.1 The author states that Teresa G6mez de Voituret, a medical doctor, was
arrested on 27 November 1980 at the airport of Carrasco, Uruguay, upon her retu~n

from a medical seminar held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 24 to 27 November 1980.

2.2 The author submits that her daughter was arrested by plainclothes men without
any warrant and taken to Military Unit No. 1 of the Artillery in the area of Cerro,
where she allegedly was he1d in solitary confinement in a cell almost without
natural light and which she was not allowed to leave until she was brought to trial
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in June 1981. From then on she was allowed periods of recreation outside her cell,
hooded and forced to walk without interruption during this time.
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2.3 The author was allowed to visit her daughter in the Military Unit 30 days
afte~ the arrest occurred. The visit took place in the presence of three guards
who listened to every word of the discussion between mothe~ and daughter. The
author states that these kinds of visits continued, once every two weeks, until
Teres,:a Gémez de Voituret was transferred to the Punta de Rieles prison where she is
still detained. In Punta de Rieles prison she is allowed one half-hour visit by
close family members every two weeks.

2.4 Mrs. pérez de Gémez states that at her first visit in the Military Unit she
could observe that her daughter's state of health had visibly deteriorated since
the time before her arrest. She claims, based upon information she received from
a person who had been detained for sorne time in the same place as
Teresa Gémez de Voituret and who had later been released, that her daughter was
subjected to torture during interrogation in order to extract confessions from her.

2.5 'l'hus, Teresa Gémez de Voituret falsely confessed t.hat she was a member of a
political group which kept close links with persons in and outside Libertad
prison where her husband has been detained since 27 December 1974.
Teresa Gémez de Voituret later revoked this statement in h~~ written declarations
before the court. She further admitted during interrogation that she had tried to
mobilize international human rights bodies and related religious institutions,
inside and outside Uruguay, drawing their attention to the critical situation of
her husband and other prisoners in Libertad prison, claiming thereby that her
husband's life was in grave danger because of death threats he allegedly had
received from prison personnel.

2.6 The author claims that the Uruguayan authorities perceived her daughter's
efforts before these human rights bodies as a threat to the country's image abroad.

2.7 In June 1981, Teresa Gémez de Voituret was charged with "subversive
association and attempt against the Constitution followed by preparatory acts".

2.8 The author alleges that the proceedings in her daughter's case before the
military court of first instance do not provide the necessary guarantees for a fair
judicial process as they do not permit her daughter to be brought before the judge
in person, but provide only for written statements by her daughter which are taken
by a court clerk. The author further alleges in this connection that, although her
daughter had been given the possibility to appoint a defence lawyer of her own
choice, in reality she can expect only very little assistance from him because she
is prevented from consulting him freely. The conversations have to take plac~ by
telephone, while the defence lawyer and ber daughter are separated by a glass wall
and continuously watched by guards standing at their side.

2.9 The author maintains that there ar6 no domestic remedies which could be
effectively pursued in her daughter's case. The author also submits that to her
knowledge the same matter has not been submitted to the Inter-American Commission
for Human Rights.

2.10 Finally, the author states that she submits the case of her daughter to the
Human Rights Committee with the request that the Comm~tt~e take appropriate action
to secure a fair trial for her daughter and her subsequent release.

,
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3. By its decision of 16 March 1982 the Working Group of the Human Rights
Committee transmitted the communication under rule 91 of the provisional rules of
procedure to the State party concerned, requesting information and observations
relevant to the question of admissibility of the communication. The State party
was also requested (a) to provide the Committee with copies of any court orders or
decisions relevant to this case, and (b) to inform the Cornrnittee whether the
alleged vict1m was brought before the military judge of first instance in person
and what were tbe relevant laws and practices in this respect.

4.1 By a note dated 24 June 1982 the State party informed the Committee that
Teresa G6mez de Voituret was tried on 23 March 1982, charged with the offence of
Nsubversive associationN under article 60 (V) of the Military Criminal Code. The
State party adds that Teresa G6mez de Voituret had been accused of this offence "on
the basie of evidence confirming her active participation in the subversive
movement known as 'Seispuntismo', which sought to reactivate MLN and about which
the Committee has already been informed N• The State party stresses that
"Teresa G6mez de Voituret was a member of the most active centre of agitation and
propaganda and [that] her primary task was to try to recruit new members for this
seditious organization".

4.2 The State party did not however submit copies of any court orders or decisions
of relevance to the case or reply to the specifie questions set out in
paragraph 3 above.

5.1 On 18 September 1982, the author of the communication forwardeà her comments
in reply to the State party's submissi~n of 24 June 1982. She rejects the State
party's contention that her. daughter ever was an active mernber of MLN. She claims,
in this connection, that ~the Military Government of Uruguay simply invented the
subversive movement known as 'Seispuntismo' in order to bring to tzial once again a
group of prisoners who had completed or almost completed their sentences in
Libertad prisor. N•

5.2 Mrs. pérez de G6mez asserts that her daughter merely reported to the Red Cross
and to the organization NJusticia y Paz" in Buenos Aires the physical,
psychological and moral pressure that was being exerted at that time in Libertad
prison against her husband Jorge Voituret Pazos and other political prisoners. She
maintains that acting thus in defence of her husband was the only offence her
daughter committed.

6. In reply to the author's comments and observations on its submission of
24 June 1982, the State party, in a further note dated 28 December 1982, reaffirms
its statement on the case as contained in its note of 24 June 1982.

7. On 3 May 1983 the State party was again requested to furnish additional
information inter alia as to whether judgement of first instance had already been
rendered in the case. The time-limit for the State party's response expired on
2Q June 1983. No such additional information had been received from the State
party when the Committee decided on the admissibility of the communication in
July 1983.

8. With regard to article 5 (2) (a), the author's assertion that the same matter
had not been submitted to Any other procedure of international investigation or
settlement was not contested by the State party. As to the question of exhaustion
of domestic remedies, the State party did not contest the author's statement
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concerning the absence of effective remedies in her daughter's case. The
Committee noted in this regard that it would appear that the trial of
Teresa Gamez de Voituret, although begun on 23 March 1982, might not yet have been
concluded, sin~e the Committee had no information that judgement had been given.
However, the allegations of violations of the Covenant related to ill-treatment in
prison and the lack of guarantees of a fair trial, as required by the Co~~nant, in
resp8ct of which the State party did not claim that there was an effective domestic
remedy which the alleged victim had failed to exhaust. The Committee ther~fore was
unable to conclude that in the circurnstances of this case there were domestic
remedies which ~ould have been effectively pursued. Accordingly, the Cornrnittee
found that the communication was not inadmissible under article 5 (2) (a) and (b)
of the Optional Protocol.

9. On 22 July 1983 the Human Rights Committee therefore decideds

1. That the communication was admissibleJ

2. That, in accordance with article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol, the
State party be requested to submit to the Committee, within six months of the date
of transmittal to it of the decision, written explanations or statements clarifying
the matter and the remady, if any, that might have been taken by itJ

3. That the State party be informed that the written explanations or
statements submitted by it under article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol must relate
primarily to the substance of the matter under consideration. The Committee
stressed that, in order to perform its responsibilities, it required specifie
responses to the allegations which had been made by the author of the communication
and the State party's explanations of the actions taken by it. The State party was
again requested (a) to enclose copies of any court orders or decisions of relevance
to the matter under consideration, (b) to inform the Committee whether the alleged
victim was brought before the military judge of first instance in person and what
were the relevant laws and practices in that respect, and (c) to inform
the Cornrnittee as to the outcome of th~ trial at first instance of
Teresa G6mez de Voituret and whetber the judgement of the court of first instance
was subject to appea1.

10. By a note of 22 August 1983 in response to the Cornrnittee's request of
3 May 1983, the State party submitted the fo11owing additiona1 informationz

~In the proceedings against Teresa Gamez de voituret, the accused was
sentenced at first instance on 28 September 1982 to five years' rigorous
imprisonment on conviction of the offences of 'subversive association' and
'conspiracy to undermine the Constitution fo11owed by cr.imina1 acts'.

"On 15 June 1983 judgement was given at second instance confirming the
sentence. The proceedings were conducted with al1 the guarantees provided for
under the Uruguayan legal system, including that relating to the right of the
accused to appropriate legal assistance."

11.1 In its submission under article 4 (2) of the Optional protocol, dated
14 December 1983, the State party addedz

"In all cases the legally established trial procedures are observed,
which includes appearance befora the competent judge. with respect to the
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judgements of first and second instance there are remedies to which recourse
may be had within the prescribed periods. Finally, it must be pointed out
that in Uruguay maltreatment and threats are not methods employed, and the
physical integrity of prisoners is fully protected."

The Committe~ notes with concern that, in spite of its repeated requests, it has
not been furnished with any copies of court orders or decisions of relevance to the
matter under consideration.

Il.2 No furtber submission has been received from the author.

12.1 The Hu~~n Rights Committee, having examined the present communication in the
light of aIl the information made available to it by the parties as provided in
article 5 (1) of the Optional protocol, hereby decides to base its views on the
following facts, which appear uncontested.

12.2 Teresa G6mez de Voituret was arrested on 27 November 1980 by plainclothes men
without any warrant and taken to Military Unit No. l, where she was held in
solitary confinement in a cell almost without natural light and which she was not
allowed to leave until she was brought to trial in June 1981. She was subsequently
transferred to Punta de Rieles prison, where she is still detained. In June 1981
she was charged with "subversiv~ association and attempt against the Constitution
followed by preparatory acts". Ber trial at first instance began on 23 March 1982
and she was sentenced on 28 September 1982 to five years' rigorous imprisonment.
On 15 June 1983 judgement was given at second instance confirming the sentence.

13. The Human Rights Committee, acting under article 5 (4) of the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, is of the
view that the facts as found by the Committee disclose a violation of article 10 (1)
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, because
Teresa Gémez de Voituret was kept in solitary confinement for several months in
conditions which failed to respect the inherent dignity of the human persen.

15. The Committee, accordingly, is of the view that the State party is under an
obligation to ensure that Teresa G6mez de Voituret is treated with humanity and to
transmit a copy of these views to her.
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ANNEX XI

Views of the Human Rights Committee under article 5 (4)
of the Optiona1 Protoco1 to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights - twenty-first session

concerning

Communication No. 110/1981

Submitted by: Antonio Viana Acosta

A11eged victim: The author

§tate party c~ncerned: Uruguay

Date of communication: 12 August 1981

Date of decision on admissibi1ity: 31 March 1983

The Human Rights Committee established under article 28 of the Interr,-:·' l,ona1
Covenant on Civil and po1itica1 Rights:

Meeting on 29 March 1984;

Having conc1uded its consideration of communication No. R.25!110 submitted to
the Committee by P~tonio Viana Acosta under the Optiona1 Protoccl to the
International Covenant on Civil and Po1itica1 Rights,

Having taken into account ~11 written information made avai1ab1e to it by the
author of the communication and by the State party concerned,

Adopts the fo110wing:

VIEWS UNDER ARTICLl.. 5 (4) OF 'l'HE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

1. The author of the communication (initial letter dated 12 August 1981 and
further submissions dated 26 OCtober 1981, 27 September 1982 and 11 June and
22 November 1983) is a Uruguayan national, residing at present in Sweden. He
submits the communication on his own beha1f.

2.1 The author (born on 30 OCtober 1949) describes the background to the case as
fo110ws. Between 1969 and 1971 when he worked for Senator Ze1mar Michelini of the
Uruguayan opposition party Frente Amp1io he was arrested severa1 times on the
suspicion of association with subversive movements but no charges were ever
retained against him. After the defeat of Senator Miche1ini's party in the
e1ections of November 1971, he 1eft Uruguay with his family for Buenos Aires,
Argentina. He continued to work for Ze1mar Miche1ini, most1y as a journ~li~t.

2.2 The author a11eges that on 24 February 1974 he was kidnapped by a join~

Uruguayan-Argentinian commando at his home in Buenos Aires, Argentina. AfteE
having been subjected to severe torture at severa1 places of detention and
interrogated with a view to making him admit that he had been involved in the
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activities of the Ar'~entinian ERP (Ejército Revolucionario deI pueblo) and the
Uruguayan MLN (Movimiento de Liberaci6n Nacional, Tupamaros) he was brought on
4 April 1974 to the Metropolitan Airport of Buenos Aires, where he met his family.
They were put on a regular flight to Montevideo, Uruguay. Members of the Uruguayan
police were waiting for them at Carrasco Airport and they were taken to police
headquarters.

2.3 The author claims to have been held at the following detention places in
Uruguay: Batallon de Infanteria No. 12, where he allegedly was tortured for two
months in 1974, and Batallon de Infanteda No. Il, where he wns also subj~cted to
torture of which he gives a detai1ed description. On 23 December 1974 he was taken
to Libertad prison, where he remained until his "adv..;.nced release" on
13 February 1981. On 24 OCtober 1974 he was brought before a judge to be
indicted. Subsequently his wife was released. The background to the case, as
described above, relates to events said to have taken place prior to the entry into
force of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights for Uruguay on
23 March 1976.

2.4 On 26 April 1976 the author was taken before a military tribunal of first
instance (Juzgado Militar de Primera Instancia, 5 Turno). There he replied to a
questionnaire prepared by his defence lawyer, Dra. Maria Elena Martinez Salgueiro.
The military judge, Colonel Eduardo Silva, listened to his replies but no witnesses
were heard. The ~~thor then was taken back to Libertad prison and held there
incommunicado. nis defence lawyer was informed two weeks later that he indeed was
at Libertad prison but that no visits were allowed. Before the tribunal of first
instance the author was charged with subversive association and sentenced to seven
y~ars' imprisonment.

2.5 On 18 April 1977 the author was taken before the Supreme Military Tribunal and
new charges were brought against him, such as attempting to subvert the
Constitution at the level of conspiracy followed by preparatory acts, possession of
arma and explosives and use of false identity papers. On that date the author was
sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment.

2.6 The author states that both his first and second defence lawyers,
Dr. Martinez Salgueiro and Dra. Susana Andreasen, had to renounce his defence in
1976 and later to leave the country. Before the Supreme Military Tribunal the
author had to accept a military ex officio counsel, Colonel otto Gilomen, although
a civilian defence lawyer, José Korsenak FUks, was ready to take up his defence.

2.7 The author alleges that in 1976 he was subjected to psychiatrie experiments
(giving the name of the do~tor) and that for three years, against his will, he was
injected with tranquilizers every two weeks. He alleges in this connection that in
May 1976 when he put up resistance to the injections, Captain X (name is given)
ordered a group of soldiers to subdue him forcibly in order to inject the drug and
that he was subsequently held incommunicado in a punishment cell for 45 days. He
further claims, without providing any detail, that on 14 and 15 April 1977 he was
interrogated and subjected to torture at Libertad prison, that on 22 November 1978
he was again subjected to torture (giving the names of his torturers in both
instances), that he started a hunger strike protesting against this ill-treatment
and that in retaliation he was heId incommunicado in a punishment ceIl for 45 days
without any medical attention. He claims that in April 1980 he was againheld
incommunicado because he had spoken with members of the International Red Cross
visiting Libertad prison. The author lists the names of several Uruguayan
officiaIs who allegedly practised torture.
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2.8 The author states that he was re1eased on 13 February 1981 under the régime of
"advanced re1ease", that he had to report every day to a particu1ar unit and that
he did so from 13 February up to 14 April 1981 when he went to Brazil. He states
that his family continues to be subjected to harassment in Uruguay.

2.9 with regard to the question of admissibility, the author states that he has
not submitted his case to another procedure of international investigation or
settlement. He further alleges that, because of the state of 1awlessness
prevailing in Uruguay with regard to cases submitted to military jurisdiction,
there·are no further domestic remedies which could be invoked.

2.10 The author claims that he i5 a victim of violations of articles 7, 8, 9, 10
Ipdras. l, 2 and 3), 12, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19 (paras. 1 and 2), 21, 22, 25 and 26 of
the International Covenant on Civil and political Rights.

3. By its decision of 16 March 1982 the working Group of the Human Rights
Committee decided to transmit the communication under rule 91 of the Committee's
provisional rules of procedure to the state party concerned, requesting information
and observations relevant to the question of admissibility of the communication.

4. By a note dated 18 August 1982 the State party informed the Committee that the
Government of Uruguay wished to state that, in view of article l of the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which
provides that a State party to the Covenar.t recognizes the competence of the
Committee to receive and consider communications "from individuals subject to its
jurisdiction", it considered the communication in question to be inadmissible.
Mr. Viana Acosta was not entitled to request the implementation of the machinery
provided for in the Covenant because, once he was unconditionally released on
5 April 1981, he left the country to live abroad and he was therefore not subject
to the jurisdiction of the Uruguayan State. The Government of Uruguay nevertheless
wished to explain that the author of the communication was not a "political
prisoner" but, rather a common criminal who was connected with the seditious
"Tupamaros" movement and was tried for the offence of "aiding and abetting a
conspiracy to subvert".

5. Commenting on the State party's submission, the author argued, in his letter
of 27 September 1982, that it was impossible for him to submit the communication
from his own country, since no individual guarantees existed there.

..,

6. When discussing the admissibi1ity of the communication the Human Rights
Committee observed that the events complained of allegedly occurred in Uruguay
while the author was subject to the jurisdiction of Uruguay. The Committee
recalled that, by virtue of article 2, paragraph l of the Covenant, each state
party undertakes to respect and to ensure to "all individuals within its territory
and subject to its jurisdiction" the rights recognized in the Covenant. Article l
of the Optional Protocol was clearly intended to apply to individuals subject to
the jurisdiction of the State party concerned at the time of the alleged violation
of the Covenant. This was manifestly the object and purpose of article 1.

7. On the basis of the information before it, the Committee found that it was not
precluded by article 5, paragraph 2 (a), of the Optional Protocol from considering
the communication, as there was no indication that the same matter had been
submitted to another procedure of international investigation or settlement. The
Committee was also unable te conclude that in the circumstances of this case there
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were effective remedies available to the alleged victim which he had failed to
exhaust. Accordingly, the Committee found that the communication was not
inadmissible under article 5, paragraph 2 (b), of the Optional Protocol.

8. On 31 March 1983, the Human Rights Committee therefore decided:

1. That the communication was admissible in 50 far as it related to events
which allegedly continued or took place after 23 March 1976, the date on which the
Covenant and the Optiondl Protocol entered into force for Uruguay;

2. That the author be requested to submit to the Committee, within six weeks
of the date of transmittal of this decision, further, more precise information
(together with any relevant medical reports) concerning the psychiatrie experiments
to which he alleged that he was subjected (see para. 2.7 above),

3. That any information received from the author be transmitted as soon as
possible to the State party to enable it to take such information into account in
the preparation of its submission under article 4, paragraph 2, of the Optional
Protoco!,

4. That, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 2, of the Opticnal
Protocol, the State party be requested to submit to the Committee, within six
months of the date of transmittal to it of this decision, written explanations or
statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that may have been taken
by it,

5. That the State party be informed that the written explanatiQns or
statements submitted by it under article 4, paragraph 2, of the Optional protocol
must relate primarily to the substance of the matter under consideration. The
Committee stressed that, in order to perform its responsibilities, it required
specifie responses to the allegations which had been made by the author of the
communication, and the State party's explanations of the actions taken by it. The
State party was requested, in this connection, to enclose copies of any court
orders or decisions of relevance to the matter under consideration.

9. By a note dated 5 April 1983, the Government of Uruguay repeated "what it
stated in the reply given to the Committee in its note dated 18 August 1982
concerning the same case" (see para. 4 above).

10. In a letter dated 11 June 1983 the author regrets not being able to provide
the Committee with the requested precise information concerning the psychiatrie
experiments he allegedly had been subjected to during his detention. He explains
that all information of this kind remained in the hands of the doctors, sorne of
whom he iden~ifies by name, who belonged to the military health establishment in
Uruguay. He repeats his earlier allegations that every fortnight for more than
three years he was injected against his will with a psychotropic drug. He claims
that.the doctors stopped administering th~ drug after he had informed the Chief of
the Red Cross mission which visited Libertad prison in April 1980. The author
alleges that no competent medical supervision was exercised when the drug was
administered to him and he lists in this connection several members of the Armed
Forces Health Corps, who allegedly collaborated in the psychological and physical
destruction of detainees. He further completes his earlier list of names of
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Uruguayan officia1s having a11eged1y practised torture (see para. 2.7 above),
mentioning a total of 62 names. He a1so encloses two medica1 reports, one from a
Brazi1ian doctor dated 16 June 1981 and one from a Swedish hospita1 covering the
period 29 September ta 18 December 1981. In the first medical report it is stated
inter a1ia that " ••• examination revea1s ••• a number of scars on the fists,
ank1es, penis and glutea1 region, caused by e1ectric shocks".

11. In its submissions under article 4 (2) of the Option~l protoco1 dated
27 September and 4 OCtober 1983, the State party reiterates its views previous1y
expressed ta the Committee (see para. 4 above).

12. Commenting on the State partyls submissions, the author in a 1etter dat~d

22 November 1983 points out that the Government of Uruguay, despite the Committee's
requests, has fai1ed ta respond in substance and ta provide the Committee with
copies of court orders or decisions of re1evance ta his case. He further disputes
the State partyls contention that he was "unconditiona11y" re1eased.

13.1 The cornmittee decides ta base its views on the fo11owing facts which have
been either essentia11y confirmed by the State party or are uncontested except for
denia1s of a genera1 character offering no particu1ar information or exp1anation.
However, it fo11ows from the Committee's decision on the admissibi1ity of the
communication that the c1aims re1ating ta events said ta have taken place before
23 March 1976 (see paras. 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 above) are inadmissible for the purpose
of any finding by the Committee.

13.2 Antonio Viana Acosta was seized by a joint uruguayan-Argentinian commando on
24 February 1974 at his home in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and was f1.own on
4 April 1974 ta Uruguay, where he was detained in custody. He was subsequent1y
held at various places of detention in Uruguay unti1 23 December 1974 when he was
taken ta Libertad prison where he remained unti1 his re1ease from prison on
13 February 1981. On 26 April 1976 he was taken before a mi1itary tribunal of
first instance where he rep1ied ta a questionnaire prepared by his defence 1awyer
in the presence of a judge. He was thereafter taken back ta Libertad prison and
he1d incommunicado for severa1 weeks. He was charged with subversive association
and sentenced by the mi1itary tribunal of first instance ta seven years l

imprisonment. On 18 April 1977, Antonio Viana Acosta was brought before the
Supreme Mi1itary Tribunal where new charges were brought against him. He was
forced ta accept a mi1itary ex-officia counse1, Colonel Otto Gi1omen, a1though a
civi1ian defence 1awyer, José Korsenak Füks, was ready ta take up his defence. He
was sentenced ta 14 years l imprisonment. On three occasions, one starting in
May 1976, one in November 1978 and one in April 1980, he was he1d incommunicado in
a punishment ce11. He was re1eased from detenti - 13 February 1981. On
14 April 1981 he 1eft Uruguay.

14. Concerning the author's a11egations of torture, the Committee notes that the
periods of torture, except for 14 and 15 April 1977 and 22 Ne Tember 1978, (see
para. 2.7 above) occurred before the entry into force of the Covenant and the
Optiona1 Protoco1 thereto for Uruguay, and that regarding torture a11eged ta have
occurred after 23 March 1976 no detai1s have been provided by the author. These
al1egations are therefore, in the opinion of the Committee, unsubstantiated.
Neverthe1ess, the information before the Committee evidences that
Antonio Viana Acosta was subjected ta inhuman treatment.
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15. The Human Rights Committee, acting under article 5 (4) of the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, is of the
view that the facts as found by the Committee, in so far as they continued or
occurred after 23 March 1976 (the date on which the Covenant and the Optional
Protocol entered into force for Uruguay), disclose violations of the International
Covenant on Ci.vil and Political Rights, with respect to:

articles 7 and 10 (1) because Antonio Viana Acosta was subjected ta inhuman
treatment)

article 14 (3) (b) and (d) because before the Supreme Military Tribunal he
did not have counsel of his own choosingJ

article 14 (3) (c) because he was not tried without undue delay.

16. The Committee, accordingly, is of the view that the State party is under an
obligation to provide Antonio Viana Acasta with effective remedies and, in
particular, with compensation for physical and mental injury and suffering caused
to him by the inhuman treatment to which he was subjected.
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ANNEXXII

Views of the Human Rights Committee under article 5 (4)
of the Optional protocol to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights - twenty-first session

concerning

Communication No. 123/1982

Submitted by: Gabriel Manera Johnson on behalf of his father, Jorge Manera Lluberas

Alleged victim: Jorge Manera Lluberas

State Party concerned: Uruguay

."

sed Date of communication: 10 June 1982 (date of initial letter)

Date of decision on admissibility: 25 March 1983

The Human Rights Committee established under article 28 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights:

Meeting on 6 April 1984,

Having concluded its consideration of communication No. R.26/123 submitted
to the Committee by Gabriel Manera Johnson under the Optional Protocol to
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

Having taken into account all written information made available to it by
the author of the communication and by the State party concerned,

adopts the following:

VIEWS ONDER ARTICLE 5 (4) OF THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

1. The author of the communication (initial letter dated 10 June 1982 and further
letter dated 11 February 1983) is a Uruguayan national, residing at present in
France. He submitted the communication on behalf of his father,
Jorge Manera Lluberas, alleging that he is imprisoned in Uruguay and that he is a
victirn of a breach by Uruguay of several articles (specified by the author) of the
International Covenant on Civil and political Rights.

2.1 The author describes the background to the case as follows:
Jorge Manera Lluberas (barn on 18 November 1929), a civil engineer, was a principal
founder of the Movimiento de Liberaci6n Nacional-Tuparnaros (MLN-T).

2.2 Jorge Manera Lluberas was arrested in Uruguay for the third time in
July 1972. He was kept incommunicado during the first 195 days of his detention
and allegedly subjected ta severe torture. The author further states that in
Septernber 1973 his father was transferred as "hostage" from Libertad prison to the
Batal16n de Ingenieras No. 3 in Paso de los Taros and he alleges that up ta the
present his father continues to he held as "hostage". This status has caused hirn
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to be transferred 17 times from one prison to another, to be detained under
extremely harsh prison conditions and to live under the continuous fear of being
executed if MLN-T takes Any action. In this connection the author encloses a
statement from Elena Curbelo, a former hostage.

2.3 Concerning the events that took place after 1976, the author states that from
January to September 1976 his father was held at the Pavilion of Cells at the
Batal16n de Infanteria No. 4 -Colonia-. He states that the cells measured
1.60 x 2 m, that the electric light was continuously on, that the only piece of
furniture was a mattress provided at night and that detainees had to remain in the
cells 24 hours per day in solitary confinement.

2.4 From 8eptember 1976 to August 1977, Mr. Manera was held at Trinidad prison.
Concerning this period of imprisonment, two statements are enclosed: (a) from
David Campora who Alleges that he was held at Trinidad from March 1975 to
August 1977 and (b) from Waldemir Prieto, allegedly held there from June 1976 to
March 1977. They bath state that prison conditions were inhuman (dirty cells,
without light, without furniture, extreme temperatures, very hot in the summer,
very cold in the winter, lack of food, no medical attention). In particular, they
state that Jorge Manera was in poor health (glaucoma, infected tooth) and that he
did not receive Adequate medical treatment. They point out that Manera, even more
than other detainees, was continuously subjected to harassment by the guards and
they give the names of several prison officials. For instance, they mention that
Manera's cell was searched almost every night by the prison guards. W. Prieto adds
that detainees were often beaten by the guards without Any reason or subject to
·plantones~ for 10 to 12 hours.

2.5 From August 1977 to April 1978, Jorge Manera was kept at the Regimiento de
Infanteria No. 2 Durazno. The author mentions that he has no first-hand
information (by former detainees) on his father's conditions of imprisonment for
the last five years. In April 1978, Jorge Manera was transferred to Colonia where
he remained until March 1980. The author Alleges that at Colonia his father was
again subjected to tq~ture, that he was kept for six months in complete isolation
and that between May and November 1980 he was not allowed to sleep more than two
hours at a time. In ~ay 1980, Jorge Manera was transferred to the Batal16n de
Ingenieros No. 3 in Paso de los Toros where he ls detalned at present. The author
states that his father is kept 24 hours a day in a cell wlth electric llght only,
without Any daylight, and that his state of health ls extremely POOr. (He lists
his father's illnesses.)

2.6 with respect to the judicial proceedlngs against his father, the author states
that on 12 January 1973 his father was brought before a military judge and charged
with the following offencesl ~~tempt to subvert the Constitution, production,
trading in and storage of explosive substances, manslaughter, association to break
the law and escape from prison. He further states that six years later, in 1979,
his father was sentenced to the maximum penalty of 30 years of imprisonment and
15 additional years of precautionary detention (medidae de seguridad eliminativas)
by a military tribunal of first instance. The author claims that his father's
trial was not public and that he was not given the opportunity to call his own
witnesses. In his further submission of 11 February 1983, the author mentions that
his fal~er has been sentenced by the court of second instance, without givlng
furthel: details.
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2.7 Conc~~ning his father's defence, the author al1eges that from 1969 to 1971
Alejandro Artucio defended Manera, Dr. Arturo Dubra was his second defence lawyer,
and then in March 1975, Dr. Jos~ Corbo became Manera's third defence lawyer. In
mid-1977 Dr. Corbo had to leave Uruguay. He had never been allowed to see his
client. The author encloses a statement from Dr. Corbo. The author maintains that
the present official lawyer assigned to his father has never done anything on his
behalf.

2.8 The author claims that his father is a victim of violations of the following
articles of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rightsl of
articles 2 and 26, because he was discriminated against and treated worse than a
common criminal because of his political ideas, of article 6, because he is held as
a "hostage" and bis life is in danger, of articles 7 and 10, because he has been
subjected to torture, he has been detained under inhuman prison conditions and he
is denied proper medical attention, and of article 14, because he did not have a
fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal since a
military tribunal does not fulfil these criteria, he was not presumed innocent, he
could never communicate with counsel of his own choosing and he had no facilities
for the preparation of his defence, he was not tried without undue delay and he was
denied the opportunity to obtain the attendance and examination of witnesses on his
own behalf or to dispute the evidence against him, often obtained under torture.

2.9 The author claims that domestic remedies have been exhausted. He maintains
that the domestic remedies which are provided for in the uruguayan legislation
cannot protect his father, because none of them is allegedly applicable in
practice, if the human rights violation has been committed by military personnel or
by mernbers of the police in connection with State security as interpreted by the
military forces.
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2.10 The author states that the same matter is not being examined under another
procedure of international investigation or settlement. He encloses a copy of a
letter dated 9 February 1982 addressed by Olga Johnson de Manera to the Executive
Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), requesting that
consideration of case No. 1872 concerning Jorge Manera Lluberas should be
discontinued before that body.

3. By its decision of 7 July 1982 the working Group of the Human Rights Committee
decided that the author was justified in acting on bahalf of the alleged victim and
transmitted the communication under rule 91 of the provisional rules of procedure
to the State party concerned, requesting information and observations relevant to
the question of admissibility of the communication. The working Group also
requested the State party to transmit to the Committee any copies of court
decisions against Jorge Manera Lluberas, to give the Committee information on his
state of health and to ensure that he rece1ves adequate med1cal care.

4. By a note dated Il OCtober 1982 the State party 1nformed the Comm1ttee that,
notwithstanding the fact that it remained ta be determ1ned whether the
communication was admissible, the Governrnent of Uruguay wished to make the
following comments with respect to Mr. Manera Lluberasl

"This communication is further praof that, even today, instead of the
truth about the situation in Uruguay ga1n1ng ground, the real situation
rema1ns unknown, with a di~torted picture prevailing 1n the international
sphere, where there has been exploitat10n of manifestly untrue and
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ill-intentioned information, such as the information which has been used to
depict Kr. Kanera Lluberas as a 'victim of political repression'. Political
opinions have not been suppressed in Uruguay, rather, steps have been taken to
punish criminal acts which are duly defined in Uruguayan law and which have
been committed by those who would replace the traditional means of expressing
the views and wishes of the people through direct and secret balloting in free
elections by organized violence which serves the interests of groups that are
by no means representative of the people on whose behalf they claim to be
acting and for whose supposed happiness they do not shrink from committing
outrages and heinous crimes, which are universally repudiated in the country.
The declared 'devotion' of such groups to the people's causes had not kept
them from attempting to create the conditions for an insurrection by means of
assault, robbery, kidnapping, murder, etc., crimes for which much of the blame
belongs to Kr. Kanera Lluberas in his capacity as a leader of MLN Tupamaros.

~r. Manera Lluberas is described in the communication as a 'hostage'.
The Government of Uruguay rejects the use of that term to describe someone who
has treacherously indulged in the kidnapping of foreign diplomats and in
depriving them of their liberty in an attempt to put pressure on the
legitimate Goverl~ent of the Republic in order to attain his objectives, and
has thereby jeopèlrdized the lives of the human beings taken as hostages and
undermined th~ ralations of sincere friendship and co-operation with countries
which are traditionally friends of Uruguay. Kr. Manera Lluberas is not in any
Sense of the term a hostage, since he enjoys the same rights as any other
prisoner. The only circumstance which distinguishes his situation from that
of others imprisoned for crimes of subversion is that he is being held in a
different place of detention, a matter with regard to which the Government of
Uruguay reserves the right of decision since it falls exclusively within its
domestic jurisdiction.

­...
-The Government of Uruguay rejects the whole series of accusations

contained in the communication, such as the allegations of torture and
ill-treatment, failure to provide medical care, inadequate food, lack of
medicines and so on. It should be emphasized in this connection that
Kr. Kanera Lluberas, like all prisoners, is subjected to periodic medical
examinations and that, in the specifie case of the urinary infection and
bilateral lumbar myalgia from which he has recently suffered, he was given
adequate medical care and the necessary medicines by the official health
services, he is at present in good health.

-The author of the communication has resorted to false evidence to
assemble a set of truthless accusations with the aim of compiling a document
that, by its excessive length, would impress the Committee and lead it astray
in its decisions. Koreover, the similarities between paragraphs contained in
the communication to which this reply relates and expressions used in other
communications provide clear proof of the existence of an apparatus which has
been established for the sole purpose of drawing up complaints to be submitted
for the consideration of relevant international organizations.-

s. Comaenting on the State party's submission, the author reiterates, in his
letter of 11 February 1983, that his father has been subject~d to torture and
inhwsan treatment for the last 10 years, that his trial of both first and second
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instance were a travesty of justice and that his father received the inhuman
sentence of 45 years' imprisonment. The author further Alleges that because of his
father's status as "hostage" he has been kept incommunicado from time to time and
this has amounted to approximately 21 months during which his relatives could not
visit him. The author also argues that the State party "confirmed" in fact that
his father is held in solitary confinement since it has admitted that he was being
held "in a different place of detention". The author informed the Committee that
since June 1982 (the date of his initial letter) his father's state of health has
deteriorated. In particular he states that owing to inadequate medical attention
and lack of medicines his father was urgently taken to the Central Hospital of the
Armed Forces in December 1982 to be operated on agail.. The author, who has often
referred in his submission to the views adopted by the Human Rights Committee in
the case of Raul Sendic (R.14/63), explains that he does so mainly because both of
them are considered as "hostages" and because he wishes to rely on the
jurisprudence of the Human Rights Committee.

6.1 The Committee has noted that the observations submitted by the State party on
11 OCtober 1982 did not affect the question of the admissibility of the
communication under the terms of the Optional Protocol.

6.2 On the basis of the information before it, the Committee found that it was not
precluded by article 5 (2) (a) of the Optional Protocol from considering the
communication, as the case submitted to IACHR on behalf of Jorge Manera had been
withdrawn and the same matter was not being examined under Any other procedure of
international investigation or settlement. The Committee was also unable to
conclude that in the circumstances of this case there were effective remedies
available to the alleged victim which he had failed to exhaust. Accordingly, the
Committee found that the communication was not inadmissible under article 5 (2) (b)
of the Optional Protocol.

7. On 25 March 1983, the Human Rights Committee therefore decided~

1. That the communication was admissible in so far as it related to events
which allegedly continued or took place after 23 March 1976, the date on which the
Covenant and the Optional Protocol entered into force for Uruguay,

2. That, in accordance with article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol, the
State party be requested to submit to the Committee, within six months of the date
of transmittal to it of this decision, written explanations or statements
clarifying the matter and the remedy, if Any, that may have been taken by it,

3. That the State party be informed that the written explanations or
statements submitted by it under article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol must relate
primarily to the substance of the matter under consideration. The Committee
stressed that in order to perform its responsibilities, it required specifie
responses to the Allegations which had been made by the author of the
communication, and the State party's explanations of the actions taken by it. The
observations contained in the State party's note of 11 october 1982, to the extent
that it contained only refutations of these allegations in general terms, were
deemed insufficient for this purpose,

4. That the State party again be requested to furnish the Committee with
(a) information on the present state of health of Jorge Manera and (b) copies of
AnY court decisions taken against Jorge Manera, including the decision of the
military court of fi~st and second instance.
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8.1 8y a note dated 9 June 1983, the Government of uruguay reiterates what it had
etated in its submission of 11 OCtober 1982. Regarding the state of health of
Mr. Manera, the State party adds that

-on 27 December 1982 an internal urethrotomy was performed on him, with
satisfactory results. It is intended to check his condition by means of 0

urethrocystoscopy to be carried out by the urological service of the Armed
Porces Central Hospital. He is also being treated for lumbalgia, which has
respanded to oral medication."

8.2 The tlme-l1mit for the State party's sUII.-"lission under article 4 (2) of the
Optional Protocol expired on 28 OCtober 1983. The Committee has not received any
further explanations or specific responses to the author's allegations, as
requested in operative paragraph 3 of the Committee's decision on admissibility.
Moreover, the State party has not fUl~ished the Committee with copies of any
relevant court decisions, as requested in operative paragraph 4 of the decision on
ac:blissibility.

9.3 No further submissions have been received from the author.

9.1 The Human Rights Committee, having examined the present communication in the
light of al1 the information made available to it by the parties as provided in
article 5 (1) of the Optional protocol, hereby decides to base its views on the
following facts, which appear uncontested, except for denials of a general
character offering no particular information or explanations.

9.2 Jorge Manera Lluberas was a civil engineer and a principal founder of the
Movimiento de Liberaci6n Nacional-Tupamaros (MLT-T). He was arrested in July 1972,
fram January to September 1976 he was held at the Pavilion of Cella at the Batal16n
de Infanteria No. 4 "Colonia-, where cells measure 1.60 x 2 m, electric lights were
kept continuously on, the only piece of furniture was a mattress provided at nights
and where detainees had to remain in the cells 24 hours per day in solitary
confinement. From September 1976 to August 1977 he was held at Trinidad prison,
where prison conditions were described by two witnesses as being characterized by
dlrty cells wlthout light, without furniture, very hot in the summer and very cold
ln the winter. In April 1978, he was transferred to Colonia, where he was kept in
complete isolation for six months, in May 1980 he was transferred to the Batal16n
de Ingenieros No. 3, were he is detained at present.

9.3 Mr. Manera was indicted on 12 January 1973. Six years later, in 1979, he was
sentenced to the maximum penalty of 30 years' imprisonment and 15 additional years
of precautionary detention (medidas de seguridad eliminativas) by a military
tribunal of first instance, he was subsequently sentenced by the court of second
instance. From March 1975 to mid 1977 Mr. Manera was not a110wed to see his
defence lawyer.

10. The Human Rights Committee, acting under article 5 (4) of the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, is of the
Yiew that the facts as found by the Committee, in so far as they continued or
occurred after 23 March 1976 (the date on whicn the Covenant and the Optional
Protoco1 entered into force for uruguay), disclose violations of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, particularly of:

Article 10 (1), because Jorge Manera Lluberas has not been treated with
humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person,
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Article 14 (3) (b), because he was not allowed adequate facilities to
communicate with his counsel,

Article 14 (3) (c), because he was not tried without undue de1ay.

11. The Committee, according1y, is of the view that the 5tate party is under an
obligation to provide Jorge Manera Lluberas with effective remedies and, in
particular, to ensure that he is treated with humanity, and to transmit a copy of
these views to him.
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ANNEX XIII

Views of the Human Rights Committee under article 5 (4)
of the ~'ional Protocol to the International Covenant
on Clv~.~.nd Politlcal Righta - twenty-second .esaion

concerning

Communication No. 124/1982

2.2 Nina Mute
adding that he
husband had be

2.3 She furth
former detaine
became unrecog
conditions. S
pamphlets cons
however, that

Date of communication; 30 June 1982 (èate of initial letter)

Date of decision on admissibility: 25 March 1983

State Party concerned; Zaire

Alleged victim;

2.5 Nina Mute
procedure of i

2.4 Concernin
such steps cou
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anything on hi
aIl the member
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had been arres
alleged victim

Tshitenge Muteba

Nina Muteba, on behalf of her husband, Tshitenge Muteba (also
represented by John N. Humphrey) and later joined by Tshitenge
Muteba as co-author

Submitte~:

The Human Rights Committee established under article 28 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights:

2.6 She clai
and 19 of the

- Meeting on 24 July 1984,

Having concluded its consideration of cowmunication No. R.26/l23 submitted
to the Committee by Nina and Tshitenge Muteba under the Optional Protocol
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

Having taken into account aIl written information made available to it by
the authors of the communication and noting that no information has been
received from the State party concerned,

3.1 By its d
transmitted t
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the question

3.2 The Stat
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adopts the following:

VIEwS UNDER ARTICLE 5 (4) OF THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

1. The initial author of the communication (initial letter dated 30 June 1982,
further submission posted 21 September 1982 by the author's legal representative
John N. Humphrey) is Nina Muteba, a national of Zaire, at present living in France,
writing on behalf of h'ar husband, Tshitenge Muteba, a Zaire national born in 1950,
who àt the time of the subrnission of the communication was detained in Zaire.

2.1 Nina Muteba enclosed a copy of a brief note from her husband, addressed to the
International Red Cross and received by her in February 1982. In this note her
husband stated that he had been living in France since 1979 as a political refugee
fram Zaire, that he was arrested on 31 OCtober 1981 by members of the Military
Securityof Zaire (G 2) when arriving from Paris vta Brazzaville (Congo), that he
waa at that time detained at the prison of "OUA II" in Kinshasa, Zaire. He further
stated that he had no contact with the outside wor1d, that he did not receive
visits ar~ that food was insufficient. He c1aimed to be a po1itica1 detainee.
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2.2 Nina Muteba, in her statement, repeated the information given by her husband,
adding that he was arrested at Ngobila Beach in Zaire. She also stated that her
husband had been granted political asylum in France in June 1980.

2.3 She further added that she had been informed by one of her brothers and by a
former detainee that her husband had been su~'ected to such severe torture that he
became unrecognizable and that he continued to be held under inhuman prison
conditions. She stated that the authorities of Zaire allege that documents and
pamphlets considered subversive were found in her husband's luggage. She claimed,
however, that her husband had not been charged or brought before a judge.

2.4 Concerning the exhaustion of domestic remedies, Nina Muteba stated that no
such steps could be taken because her husband had never been allowed to establish
contact with a lawyer or a judge, and that no member of his family dared to do
anything on his behalf because they were afraid of retaliation. She mentions that
all the members of her family, still living in Zaire, were under house arrest and
that their mail was interfered with. She also mentions that one of her brothers
had been arrested and subjected to torture on grounds of his relationship with the
alleged victim.

2.5 Nina Muteba stated that the same matter was not being examined under another
procedure of international investigation or settlement.

2.6 She claimed that her husband was a victim of violations of articles 9, 10, 14
and 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

3.1 By its decision of 7 July 1982 the working Group of the Human Rights Committee
transmitted the communication under rule 91 of the provisional rules of procedure
to the State party concerned requesting information and observations relevant to
the question of admissibility of the communication.

3.2 The State party was further requested in the decision to inform the Committee
whether Tshitenge Muteba had been able to contact a lawyer and whether he had been
brought before a court, and to transmit to the Committee any copies of court
decisions taken against Mr. Muteba.

3.3 In view of the observations made by Mrs. Muteba on the health of her husband,
information on the state of hea1th of Mr. Muteba was also sought from the State
party and the latter requested to ensure that Tshitenge Muteba received adequate
medical care.

3.4 The time-limit for the observations requested from the State party under
rule 91 of the provisional rules of procedure expired on 13 October 1982. No
submissions were received from the State party.

4.1 In a further submission on beha1f of Mr. Muteba of 21 September 1982,
Mr. John N. Humphrey, a British attorney appointed by Mrs. Muteba ta represent her
husband before the Committee, reiterated and supplemented sorne of the information
already provided by Mrs. Muteba.

4.2 He affirmed, inter alia, that Mr. Muteba arrived in Brazzaville (Congo) on
28 OCtober 1981; that "on or about 31 OCtober 1981 he crossed the river Zaire by
ferry and was arrested at the ferry terminal at Ngobila Beach by members of the
Military Security (G 2)". He stated that it appeared that Mr. Muteba was arrested



for political reasons and accused of being the leader of the popular and Democratie
Union of the Congo (Union populaire et démocratique du Congo). From the time of
his arrest until about March 1982 he was detained at the "OUA II" detention
centre. Mr. Humphrey stated that his client's whereabouts were then unknown.

4.3 Mr. Humphrey stressed that because the powers of the Military Security to
arrest and detain do not come within the ambit of the consitutional and legal
provisions of Zaire, no court review could be requested and that therefore domestic
remedies did not exist in the case of Mr. Muteba.

4.4 Mr. Humphrey concluded that Mr. Muteba was a victim of breaches by zaire of
articles 2, 7, 9, 14 and 16 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights.

5. The submission from the legal representative of Mr. Muteba was transmitted to
the State party for information on 17 December 1982. No comments from the State
party were received.

6. The Committee found, on the basis of the information before it, that it was
not precluded by article 5 (2) (a) of the Optional Protocol from considering the
communication. The Committee was also unable to conclude that, in the
circumstances of the case, there were domestic remedies available to the alleged
victim. Accordingly, the Committee found that the communication was not
inadmissible unàer article 5 (2) (b) of the Optional Protocol.

7. On 25 March 1983 the Human Rights Committee therefore decided:
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1. That the communication was admissibleJ

2. That, in accordance with article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol the State
party be requested to submit to the Committee, within six months of the date of the
transmlttal to it of this decision, written explanations or statements clarifying
the matter and the remedy, if any, that may have been taken by it,

3. That the state party be informed that the written explanations or
statements submitted by it under article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol must relate
primarily to the substance of the matter under consideration. The Committee
stressed that, in ordc, to fulfil its responsiblities, it required specifie
responses to the allegations which had been made, and the State party's
explanations of the actions taken by it. The State party was again requested to
enclose copies of any court orders or decisions of relevance to the matter under
consideration and to inform the Committee whether the alleged victim had effective
contacts with a lawyer and whether he had been brought before a court,

4. That the State party again be requested to provide the Committee with
information about Mr. Muteba's state of health and to ensure that Mr. Muteba
received adequate medical care.

8.1 By a letter dated 28 March 1984 Mr. Tshitenge Muteba informed the Committee
that pursuant to an amnesty of 19 May 1983 he was ~eleased from imprisonment and
that he joined his family in France in August of 1983. He enclosed a detailed
report on his detention substantiating the allegations made by his wife and legal
representative.
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8.2 with regard to his arrest and subsequent treatment he states, inter alias

"1 was arrested at Ngobila Beach on 31 OCtober [1981] and taken to IG 2 1
,

the service responsible for military security ••• l was interrogated for nine
days ••• All kinds of methods were used to torture me and force me to speak.
On the first day l was beaten up at the lOUAI prison on orders given by
Mr. Nsinga, Mr. Bolozi and Mr. Seti and executed by Colonel Zimbi. l was
arrested in the very early morning, when l still had an empty stomach, so that
by about 5 p.m. l was hungry and tired. This was the very time that was
chosen for the first session of interrogation and beatings. Mr. Zimbi was
aceompanied by his officers and by ordinary soldiers who did the dirty work.
l was stripped and subjected for an hour or more (1 donlt know how long) to a
hail of blows from cords, slaps and kicks administered by officers to a
solitary defenceless individual. Only the Colonel kept his hands off me
After this session l was taken back naked to my cell, which they took care to
soak with water, and Sergeant-Major Lisha, a friend of Zimbils, assured me
that l would not survive for more than two days. He then expressed the hope
that l would refresh my memory in my flooded cell and would be able to give
them all the information they wanted.

After this there were mock executions First cornes the mock execution
in order to extract confessions from the prisoner and then the genuine
execution once there is no further purpose in keeping him. The Itypict l ­
another form of torture which consists of squeezing the prisonerls fingers
after pieces of wood have been placed between them - electric shocks and
withholding of food were also used during the interr01ation.

After nine days of questioning, l was returned to my cell - l had been
taken out a few days after my arrest and transferred to a secret villa in a
rich area of Kinshasa, where members of the various security services came and
interrogated me as a committee, the celebrated Committee of Analysts which
prepared a consolidated report for submission to the National Security Council
(CNS) that was to meet to take a decision on my case. l would recall that the
National Security Council is a body which meets to deal with serious cases and
includes the President of the Republic among its membership. Mr. Seti, his
special security adviser, co-ordinates the activities of CNS

Major Buduaga, who 1s the legal adviser to Colonel Belozi, the chief of
IG 2 1 , personally escorted me back to the lOUA III prison. My long struggle
against death then commenced.

My committal order specified my crime, namely an attack on the internal
and external security of the State. l was accused of having established a
clandestine political party and of having, while abroad, sought ways of
changing the established institutions - acts which are provided for and
punished by death under Zairian law. However, they had very little evidence.
Special instructions were given on how l was to be treated: no contact with
the outside worldJ no family visitsJ solitary confinementJ lashings morning,
noon and night; no food. This special treatment is expected to result in
death by torture, starvation or sickness. The régime also hopes that the
prisoner will go made

However, they failed to take into account the solidarity among the
prisoners and the discontent among the soldiers of the Presidential guard, who

-185-

fi
1

J

J
. 1



are very unh~ppy with their material situation. Sorne of these soldiers also
came to prison and sometimes shared my celle l did not miss an opportunity to
talk poli tics with them and show them how aberrant it was to serve a régime
that expoited them. l established contact with these young soldiers, and
today l have friends among them who will support me to the end.
Paradoxically, it was these young soldiers who fed me - very sporadically, it
is true, but they enabled me to survive •••

After being cut off from the outside world for nine menths, l received
visits fram sorne members of my family without the Zairian authorities'
knowledge, thanks to those young soldiers. My relatives and l were not able
to see each other, but they brought me food which the soldiers passed on to
me. This game of hide-and-seek continued for the last four months of my
detention in the 'OUA'.

Thanks to these contacts, l was able to smuggle out letters to my wife,
who had stayed in Europe, to the French Embassy and to other bodies that were
already helping me.

During my lengthy period of detention, the International Committee of the
Red Cross did not succeed in visiting me in my place of imprisonment, but the
Kinshasa office received news of me owing to the help of numerous
well-wishers. Soldiers of Mobutu did me a lot of personal favours. Whenever
the ICRC representatives came to see me in prison l would be taken away from
the gaol, but the next day they would be informed of what was going on. The
régime's official position was that l had been transferred to another prison,
and the confusion created on this point was long used in order to whisk me
away quietly •••

On 17 November 1982, Major Shaliba, Security Officer for the President of
the Republic and Commander of the Battalion of Presidential Bodyguards, came
to the prison to carry out an inspection. When he found that l was still
alive, he ordered that l should be locked up and relieve myself in the celle
On 20 November the situation took a turn for the worse. They had apparently
received instructions to execute me. At about 10 a.m. they came and took away
the clothes with which l had been provided a few days previously by a member
of my family. l was also deprived of the blanket which the ICRC had managed
to send me Oh a very unofficial basis and was left naked •••

On 5 February [1983] l was banished to my native region, where l remained
in a village at Demba, 60 kilometres from the town of Kananga, until
19 May 1983, the date of the arnnesty. On 10 June [1983] l left Kananga for
Kinshasa and arranged my return to France, where my wife and children had been
waiting for me for two years. n

9. The time-limit for the State party's submission under article 4 (2) of the
Optional protocol expired on 6 November 1983. A copy of Mr. Muteba's submission of
28 March 1984 was transmitted to the State party on 24 May 1984 with an indication

. that the Human Rights Committee intended to conclude examination of the case during
its twenty-second session in July 1984. No submission was received from the State
party.

10.1 The Human Rights Committee, having considered the present communication in
the light of aIl the information made available to it by the authors as provided in
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article 5 (1) of the Optional Protocol, hereby decides to base its views on the
following facts, which, in the absence of any submission from the State party, are
uncontested.

10.2 Mr. Tshitenge Muteba was arrested on 31 OCtober 1981 by members of the
Military Security of Zaire at Ngobila Beach, Zaire, when arriving from Paris via
Brazzaville (Congo). From the time of his arrest until about March 1982 he was
detained at the nOUA lIn prison. During the first nine days of detention he was
interrogated and subjected to various forma of torture including beatings, electric
shocks and mock executions. He was kept incommunicado for several months and had
no access to legal counsel. After nine months of detention members of his family,
who did not see him in person, were allowed to leave food for him at the prison.
Although in the prison register he was charged with attempts against the internal
and external security of the State and with the foundation of a secret political
party, he was never brought before a judge nor brought to trial. After more than a
year and a half of detention he was granted amnesty under a decree of 19 May 1983
and allowed to return to France. Mr. Muteba was arrested, detained and subjected
to the ill-treatment described above for political reasons, as he was considered to
be an opponent of the Government of Zaire.

11. In formulating its views the Human Rights Committee also takes into account
the failure of the State party to furnish any information and clarifications
necessary for the Committee to facilitate its tasks. In the circumstances, due
weight must be given to the authors' allegation. It is implicit in artcile 4 (2)
of the Optional Protocol that the State party has the dutY to investigate in good
faith all allegations of violation of the Covenant made against it and its
authorities, and to furnish to the Committee the information available to it. In
no circumstances shoûld a State party fail to duly investigate and to properly
inform the Committee of its investigation of allegations of ill-treatment when the
person or persons allegedly responsible for the ill-treatment are identified by the
author of a communication. The Committee notes with concern that, in spite of its
repeated requests and reminders and in spite of the State party's obligation under
article 4 (2) of the Optional Protocol, no submission whatever has been received
from the State party in the present case.

12. The Human Rights Committee, acting under article 5 (4) of the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and political Rights, is of the
view that these facts disclose violations of the Covenant, in particular:

of articles 7 and 10, paragraph 1, because Mr. Tshitenge Muteba was
subjected to torture and not treated in prison with humanity and with
respect for the inherent dignity of the human person, in particular because
he was held incommunicado for several months,

of article 9, paragraph 3, because, in spite of the charges brought against
him, he was not promptly brought before a judge and had no trial within a
reasonable time,

of article 9, paragraph 4, because he was held incommunicado and
effectively barred from challenging his arrest and detention,

of article 14, paragraph 3 (b) (c) and (d), because he did not have access
to legal counsel and was not tried without undue delay,

of article 19, because he suffered persecution for his political opinions.
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13. Tbe Committee, accordingly, is of the view tbat tbe State party 1a under an
obligation to provide Mr. Muteba witb effective remedies, including compensation,
for the violations wbicb be bas suffered, to conduct an inquiry into tbe
circumstancea of bis torture, to punisb those found guilty of torture and to take
eteps to ensure that similar violations do not occur in tbe future •
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APPENDIX

Individual op1n1on submitted by five members of the Human Rights
Committee under rule 94 (3) of the Committee's provisional

rules of procedure

Communication No. 124/1982

Individual opinion appended to the Committee's views at the request of
Messrs. Aguilar, Cooray, Ermacora, Errera and Mavrommatis:

In our opinion the facts as appearing in the file of the communication are
insufficient to sustain a finding of a violation of article 19 of the Covenant.
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ANNEX XIV

Decision of the Human Rights Committee under the
Optiona1 Protoc01 to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights - twenty-first session

concerning

Communication No. 117/1981

Submitted bya The family of M.A., later joined by M.A. as submitting party [names
deleted)

Alleged victim: M.A.

State party concerneda Italy

Date of communication: 21 September 1981 (date of initial letter)

The Human Rights Committee, established under article 28 of the International
Covenant on Civil and political Rights,

Meeting on 10 April 1984,

Adopts the followingl

Decision on inadmissibility

1.1 The authors of the communication (initial letter dated 21 September 1981 and
three subsequent letters) are the parents, brother and siste~ of M.A., a
27-year-old Italian citizp.n and right-wing political militant and publicist, who
joined as submitting party by 1etter of 16 February 1982 and numerous further
1etters.

1.2 The a11eged victim is M.A. who at the time of submission was serving a
sentence upon conviction of involvement in "reorganizing the dissolved fascist
party", which is prohibited byan Italian penal law of 20 June 1952. By order of
the Court of Appeals of Florence, M.A., was conditionally released and placed under
mandatory supervision on 29 July 1983.

1.3 The authors do not specify which articles of the Covenant have allegedly been
violated. It is generally claimed that M.A. was condemned to prison solely for his
ideas and that he has been deprived of the right to profess his political beliefs.

2.1 In his communication of 16 February 1982 M.A. stated inter alia that, although
he had had contacts with sorne of the organizers of the Fronte Nazionale
Rivoluzionario (FNR), he had not participated in the constitutive meeting of
22 January 1975. He disputed the accusation that he was one of the organizers of
FNR and challenged the fairness of the trial against him.

2.2 In their letter of 27 January 1982 the family of M.A. stàted that he was born
in Lucca, Italy, on 14 July 1956 and was 15 years old when he joined the Movimp.nto
Politico Ordine Nuovo, which was dissolved by order of the Italian Ministry of the
Interior on 23 Noverober 1973. Thereafter, M.A. participated in the cultural
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organ1zation of Movimento Sociale Ita1iano (right-wing party represented in the
Italian Parliament, MSI). In May 1977 he founded the "Committee against repression
and for the defence of the civil rights of anti-Marxist political prisoners". In
June 1977 he founded the monthly newspaper "Azione Solidarietà" and in OCtober 1977
he became the cultural organizer of MSI in Bologna. He went into exile in France
in OCtober 1978.

2.3 Court proceedings against M.A. were initiated in 1974, when he was 17 years of
age and he was sentenced to four years imprisonment on Il May 1976 by the Arezzo
Court pf Assizes. He was detained from September 1976 to April 1977, when he was
released on mandatory daily supervision. The Florence Court of Appeals confirmed
the sentence on 30 November 1977 and the Rome Court of Cassation confirmed the
judgement on 1 December 1978. In the meantime, however (OCtober 1978 according to
the authors), M.A. went into exile in France. There is no indication as to whether
the mandatory daily supervision had been lifted or other information explaining the
circumstances in which he left Italy. (The French "Carte de séjour" indicates that
he entered France on 6 January 1979.) AlI these events, based on the information
furnished by the authors, took plac~ prior to the entry into force for Italy of the
Covenant and Optional Protocol on 15 December 1978. Subsequent to t~i~ date, on
6 September 1980, M.A. was extradited from France and imprisoned at the Casa
Circondariale di Ferrara in Italy. He claims that the extrqdition order violated
his rights, because he had been convicted of a political offence.

3. On 28 January 1982 the M.A. family stated that the same matter had not been
submitted to another procedure of international investigation or settlement.

4. The authors do not specify which articles of the Covenant have allegedly been
violated. It is generally claimed that M.A. was condemned to prison solely for his
ideas, and that he has been deprived of the right to profess his political beliefs.

5. Various documents submitted with the communication include copies of the
judgements of the Court of Assizes of Arezzo and Court of Appeals of FlorenceJ a
request for amnesty directed to the President of the Republic of Italy, original of
a memorandum commenting on the evidence before the courts and the original of a
brief challenging the consitutionality of the Italian law of 20 June 1952.

6. By its decision of 16 July 1982, the Human Rights Committee transmitted the
communication under rule 91 of the provisional rules of procedure to the State
party, requesting information and observations relevant to the question of
admissibility of the communication, in particular in so far as it may raise issues
under articles 19 (right to hold opinions and freedom of expression), 22 (freedom
of association) and 25 (right to take part in the conduct of public affairs) of the
International Covenant on Civil and Politica1 Rights.

7.1 By a note dated 17 November 1982, the Italian Government objected to the
admissibi1ity of the communication, inter a1ia, because the author "did not specify
in any way the violation of which he claims to be a victim ••• but is mere1y asking
for a rev~ew of his trial, since he believes that the Human Rights Committee wou1d
have competence to dec1are him 'not gui1ty'. In these terms, it is obvious that,
so far as the 'request' of the authors of the communication is concerned, the
Committee is not competent to review the sentence passed by the Ita1ian courts".
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7.2 The 5tate party notes, however, thatr

-when the Human Rights Committee examined the documents received in the light
of the relevant provisions of the Covenant and, in so doing, acted
'ex officio', it considered that it wouId be advisable to obtain information
regarding such connection as might exist between the legal proceedings
instituted against M.A. and articles 19, 22 and 25 of the Covenant.

-In this connection, the Italian Government, while considering that the
conclusions referred to in the preceding paragraph make any further comment
superfluous, does not challenge the examination carried out ex officio by the
Committee and, in a spirit of co-operation, wishes to make the following
observations regarding the admissibility of the communication on the basis
that the latter does have sorne bearing on the above-mentioned articles of the
Covenant.

­...
-The legal proceedings against M.A. led to the decision of the Arezzo

Court of Assizes dated 28 April 1976, confirmed by the decision of the
Florence Court of Appeals dated 30 November 1977 and made final when the
appeal to the Court of cassation was dismissed by decision of 1 December 1978.

-The chronological order of events, together with the legal decisions,
show unequivocally that, at the said periods, Italy was not bound by the
United Nations Covenants or by the Optional Protocol which came into force for
Italy on 15 DecemLer 1978, that is, after the decision of the Court of
Cassation.

-Accordingly, in the opinion of the Italian Government, it follows that
the communication is inadmissible on the ground of lack of competence
'ratione temporis '•

-The Italian Government is aware, however, that the Committee, while
stressing the communications will be inadmissible if the facts which are
subject of the complaint occurred before the entry into force of the Covenant,
deems itself competent, by virtue of its earlier decisions, to take such facts
into account if the author asserts that the alleged violations had not ceased
after the date of entry into force of the Covenant. But in the present case
it is clear fram the dossier that the author of the communication has not
alleged any violation, nor has he asserted that the alleged violations did not
cease after lS December 1978.

- The author of a complaint, communication or even request addressed
to an international body can only invoke the same violations as those already
alleged in national proceedings and for which he has not obtained satisfaction.

-Accordingly, with a view to ensuring that this aspect of the matter is
properly reviewed, it is necessary to consider the alleged violations referred
to in the communication in the light of the action taken in his defence by
M.A. and his lawyer in the proceedings before the Arezzo,and Florence courts,
and also before the Court of Cassation.
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"On the basis of the papers submitted in connection with the dOEsier, the
reply is clearly in the negative. • •• If, on the other hand, it is decided to
follow the course adopted by the Human Rights Committee and to assume that the
applicant is in fact alleging violations of articles 19, 22 and 25 of the
Covenant, it is necessary to determine whether the author invoked the same
rights before the Ita1ian courts.
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"In this connection, a1thèugh the said provisions of the Covenant could
not be invoked by M.A. - because the Covenant was not in force for Italy - it
must be recognized that corresponding provisions are to be found in
articles 9, 10 and 11 of the European Convention on Human Rights.

"As is well known, the latter Convention, which was ratified by Act
No. 848 of 4 August 1955, forms ~n integra1 part of Italian law. The
application of these provisions ~an therefore be referred directly to the
1 talian cour cs ,

"If M.A. considered in the present case that his rights had been violated
by the application of the Act No. 645 of 20 June 1952, he should have asked
for the relevant articles of the European Convention to be applied immedlately
at first instance or, failing that, on appea1 to the Court of Cassation.

"M.A. never invoked the said provisions and never complained of the
violation of rights which, according to the Human Rights Committee, are the
subject of the communication under consideration•

"The Italian Government therefore considers that the communication is
also inadmissible on the ground indicated above.

"Lastly, if it is none the less intended to invoke the said articles of
the Covenant, it may be noted that paragraph 3 of article 19 contains an
explicit provision whereby certain restrictions, which must, however, be
expressly stipu1~ted by law and which are necessary (a) for respect of the
rights or reputations of others and (b) for the protection of national
security or of public order, or of public hea1th or morals, are deemed to be
lawful. Similar restrictions are also provided under articles 22 and 25.

nHowever, an examination of the indictment against M.A. shows that it is
for 'reorganizing the dissolved fascist party' that is, for organizing a
movement which has as its object the elimination of the democratic freedoms
and the establishment of a tota1itarian régime.

nIt is clear1y a case of restrictions 'express1y stipulated by law
(Sce1ba Law)' and 'which are necessary ••• in a democratic society fOI the
protection of natioilal secur Ley , public ozder ••• '.

"In light of the foregoing considerationsi the Ita1ian Government
considers that M.A.'s communication, being inadmissible on the grounds
referred to above, ahou1d also be deemed inadmissible, by virtue of the
restrictions provided for under article 19, paragraph 3, article 22,
paragraph 2, and article 25, since it is manifest1y devoid of foundation."

8. In response to the State party's submission under rule 91 the author forwarded
the following commenta dated 6 January 1983:
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·In its reply dated 17 November 1982, th* Italian Government considera
~hat ~he communication which l submitted to you should be •inadmissible'
because,

·(a) ••• the Human Rights Committee is not competent to review the
sentence passed by the Italian courts'.

·The Human Rights Committee should, however, be deemed to have the
competence and the power to do so, inasmuch as it is ehe judicial organ which
has ~o ensure that the provicions of the Covenant are implemented by the
Governments that are signatories to it.

·(b) •••• the legal proceedings against M.A. took place between 1971 and
1978' at which time 'Italy was not bound by the United Nations Covenants or by
the Optional Protocol·.

·However, the Italian Goverrunent knows that the legal proceedings against
M.A. did not end in 1978, but continued until 6 August 1980 (on which date 1
was being held in prison in Nice, France) when the French Government was asked
by the Italian Government to Arrest M.A. (the ]~-'ian Government then applied
for his extradition on a charge of 'reorganizing; ~issolved fascist party'
and other charges).

·It thus follows •••• tha- ~he alleged vicIations did not cease following
the date of entry into force of the Covenant' but, in the present case, as is
clear fram the communication which 1 have submitted to you, they continued
beyond the entry into force of the Covenant and the P~otocol since, on
6 August 1980, after the arrest of M.A., the Italian Government applied for
his extradition, under Act No. 645 of 20 June 1952, article 2 (1), in respect
of the charge for which he had been sentenced in Italy to four ye~rs'

imprisonment (as can be seen from the decision of the Aix-en-Provence Court
(~~'Accusation),France, dated 5 September 1980).

NThe timing of events makes it quite clear that the violations of one or
more provisions of the Covenant and subsequently the unlawfulness of his
detention extend ~yond the entry into force of the Covenant and the Protocol.

·(c) According to the Italian Government, l 'should have asked for the
relevant articles of the European Convention to be applied immediately at
f1rst instance, or, failing that, on appeal to the Court of Cassation'.

·It is, however, a. weIl known fact that, under articles 2 and 3 of the
Italian Cr1minal Code it is for the court itself to apply the law that is most
favourable to the accused.

·It is stated, 'Nobody may be punished for an act which, under a
subsequent law, doeS not constitute an offence, and, in the event of a
conviction, it shall not be enforceable nor have penal effects.'

·Consequently, it was not for M.A. to request that the relevant articles
of the European Convention be appliedl it was for the judges of the Arezzo
Court of As6iz~~ or of the Florence Court of Appeals or, in the final
instance, of the Court of cassation to apply them •••••
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9. on 10 January 1983, the legal representative of MeA. submitted further
comments, noting that:

"(a) The violations did not come to an end prior to 15 December 1978,
which is obvious since he is currently serving the sentence for which he was
tried. Thus, the law applied is still in force and the sentence against M.A.
is being carried out,

"(b) The restrictions in the law applied in M.A.'s case are themselves
ba~~d on a law which was purportedly enacted in order to protect public
safety, but which in reality does not permit the expression of one particular
ideology even by democratic and non-violent means. Therefore it is a law that
persecutes or discriminates on the basis of ideology and as such is in
violation of article 18 of the Covenant. It is also inherently discriminatory
because it is aimed not at aIl allegedly 'anti-democratic' movements
(anarchistic, Leninist, etc.) but solely at movements with fascist leanings.

"Cc) These facts were also put forward by legal counsel in proceedings
brought before the Italian Courts ••• "

10. In a further letter, dated 25 June 1983, the author informed the Committee of
a decision taken by the French Conseil d'Etat, dated 3 June 1983, published on
17 June 1983, annulling the French e~tradition decree of 5 September 1980. The
author appealed to the Committee for assistance in obtaining his Immediate release
from imprisonment, recalling that he has been detained in Italian prisons since
6 September 1980. In an annex to this letter M.A. encloses the text of the
annulment decision, which was taken on the grounds of administrative
irregularities, in particular because the extradition decree was issued without
taking due account of the Law No. 79-387 of Il July 1979 relative to administrative
acts in France.

Il.1 In a letter of 16 May 1983, M.A. informed the Committee that his legal
couns~l Mr. M.B. [name deleted] had been arrested. There is no indication,
however, that this has any bearing on or relevance to the present case. In a
further letter, dated 6 September 1983, the aulhor in reply to a Secretariat
request for information informed the Committee that following the arrest of his
attorney, he has not taken a new legal representative. He also points out that no
further submissions on his behalf will be made in response to the observations of
the Italian Government.

Il.2 The author also indicates thal, upon his application, the Court of Appeals of
Florence ono29 July 1983 ordered his release from imprisonment and placed him under
mandatory supervision, prohibiting him from leaving the town of Lucca or Italian
territory and furthe~ restricting his political activity. The author thus appeals
to the Committee to Intercede on his behalf in order to end his state of "detention
in liberty".

12. Before considering any claims contained in a communication, the Human Rights
Committee shall, in accordance with Rule 87 of its provisional rules of procedure,
decide whether or not it is admissible under Optional Protoco1 to the Covenant.

13.1 The Human Rights Committee observes that in so far as the author's complaints
relate to the conviction and sentence of M.A. for the offence, in Italian penal
law, of "reorganizing the dissolved fascist party" they concern events which took
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place prior to the entry into force of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the Optional Protocol for Italy (i.e. before 15 December 1978)
and consequently they are inadmissible under article 3 of the Optional Protocol, as
incompatible vith th~ provisions of the Covenant, ratione temporise

13.2 In so far as the autho~al complaints relate to the consequences, after the
entry into force of the Covenant and the Optional Protocol for Italy, of M.A.ls
conviction and sentence, it must he shown that there were consequences which cou Id
themselves have constituted a violation of the Covenant. In the opinion of the
Committee there vere no such consequences in the circumstances of the present case.

13.3 The execution of a sentence of imprisonment imposed prior to the entry into
force of the Covenant is not in itself a violation of the Covenant. Moreover, it
would appear to the Committee that the acts of which M.A. was convicted
(reorganizing the dissolved fascist party) were of a kind whichare removed from
the protection of the Covenant by article 5 thereof and which were in any event
justifiably prohibited ~ Italian law having regard to the limitations and
restrictions applicable to the rights in question under the provisions of
articles 18 (3), 19 (3),22 (2) and 25 of the Covenant. In these respects
therefore the communication is inadmissible under article 3 of the Optional
Protocol, as incompatible with the provisions of the Covenant, ratione materiae.

13.4 M.A.ls additional claim that the extradition proceedings, initiated by Italy
while he was living in France, constitute a violation of the Covenant, is without
foundation. There is no provision of the Covenant making it unlawful for aState
party to seek extradition of a person from another country. The claim is therefore
inadmissible under article 3 of the Optional Protocol, as incompatible with the
provisions of the Covenant, ratione materiae.

14. The Human Rights Committee therefore decidesl

The communication is inadmissible.
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ANNEX XV
'8)
as Decision of the Human Rights Committee under the optional protocol

to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ­
twenty-first session

d
concerning

e.
Communication No. 163/1984

Submitted by: A group of associations for the defence of the rights of disabled
and handicapped persons in Italy, and the persons signing the
communication

Alleged victims: Disabled and handicapped persons in Italy - not specified

State party concerned: Italy

Date of commüJiication: 9 January 1984

The Human Rights Committee, established under article 28 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

Meeting on 10 April 1984,

adopts the following:

Decision on inadmissibility

1. The authors of the communication, dated 9 January 1984, are a group of
associations for the defence of the rights of disabled and handicapped persons in
Italy (a non-governmental organization hereinafter referred to as the
"Coordinamento") and the representatives of those associations, who claim that they
are themselves disabled or handicapped or that they are parents of such persons.
Although the representatives are primarily acting for the Coordinamento, they also
claim to act on their own behalf.

2. The authors challenge article 9 of the Italian law decree of
12 September 1983, No. 463, which was later confirmed by Parliament and enacted as
article 9 of law No. 638 of 11 November 1983.!1 They contend that this provision
infringes article 26 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in
that it violates the right to work of disabled and handicapped persons. No
submissions have been made regarding individual cases. The authors apparently seek
a pronouncement of the Human RightsCommittee that article 9 of law No. 638 was
enacted in violation of Italy's commitments under the Covenant.

3. Article 9 contains a modification of the legal régime providing for the
compulsory employment of disabled and handicapped persons laid down in law No. 482
of 2 April 1968. According to articles 11 and 12 of that law, private as well as
public undertakings whose work force exceeds 35 persons are obliged, in principle,
to employ 15 per cent disabled or handicapped persons, a percentage which may rise
to 40 per cent for "auxiliary personnel" in the case of public undertakings. At
the same time, article 9 of the 1968 law divided the total number of disabled and
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handicapped persons to be employed compulsorily into different categories,
reserving, in particular, 25 per cent for military war victims and 10 per cent for
civ1lian war victims, while 15 per cent were allotted for victims of labour
accidents and 15 per cent for ordinary disabled or handicapped persons (-invalidi
civili-). To b~e extent that Any particular category could not be filled by
persons within that category, the entitlement was transferred to persons in the
other categori.es. Considering that few war victims remain, the redistribution
scheme stgnificantly benefited disabled and handicapped persons in other
categories. By virtue of paragraph 4 of the impugned article 9, this
redistribution scheme was abolished. As a consequence, the authors Allege that the
amendment has considerably reduced the number of work posts available to ordinary
disabled or handicapped persons (-invalidi civili-). Furthermore, they criticize
paragraph 3 of the same article which permits employers to take into account, for
the purpose of demonstrating their compliance with the compulsory element of
15 per cent of the work force, also those workers whom they have hired outside the
special procedure for the employment of disabled and handicapped persons, provided
that their disability or handicap exceeds 60 per cent.

4. Before proceeding to the merits of a case, the Human Rights Committee must
ascertain whether the conditions of admissibility as laid down in the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights are met.

5. According ta article 1 of the Optional Protocol, only individuals have the
right to submit a communication. To the extent, therefore, that the ~omm~nication

originates from the Coordinamento, it has to be declared inadmissible because of
lack of personal standing.

6.1 As far as the communication has been submitted on their own behalf by the
representatives of the different associations forming the COârdina~ento it fails to
satisfy other requirements laid down in articles 1 and 2 of the Optional Protocol.

6.2 The author of a communication must himself claim, in a substantiated manner,
to be the victim of a violation by the State party concerned. It is not the task
of the Human Rights Committee, acting under the Optional Protocol, to review
in abstracto national legislation as to its compliance with obligations imposed by
the Covenant. It is true that, in some circumstances, a domestic law may by its
mere existence directly violate the rights of individuals under the Covenant. In
the present case, however, the authors of the communication have not demonstrated
that they are themselves actually and personally affected by article 9 of law
No. 638 of 11 November 1983. Consequently, the Committee is unable, in accordance
with the terms of the Optional Protocol, to consider their complaints.

7. The Human Rights Committee therefore decides

The communication is inadmissible.
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!I Article 9 of law No. 638 of Il November 1983 reads as follows:
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"1. Pending amendment of the compulsory employment régime, the
provincial offices concerned with labour and promoting full employment shall,
prior to the assignment to work of persons entitled to the benefits provided
under Act No. 482 of 2 April 1968 and subsequent amendments thereto, ensure
that auch persons whose degree of disability ls less than 50 per cent undergo
a medical examination to be conducted by the competent health authority in
order to verify whether their state of disability is unchanged. Arrangements
shall be made for the examination to be given within fifteen days from the
date of the decision to assign them to work. Otherwise, in every case they
shall be assigned, subject to later confirmation•

"2. The names of persons failing to present themselves for the
examination referred to in the foregoing paragraph shall be deleted from the
relevant lists in article 19 of Act No. 482 of 2 April 1968.

"3. Persons employed under the regular placement procedure and
subaequently found to be suffering from disabilities not incurred in their
work or service and having a degree of disability of less than 60 per cent
shall be considered for the purposes of the aggregate compulsory work
percentage referred to in article Il, pargraph 1, of Act No. 482 of
2 April 1968.

"4. The prov1s10ns concerning them in article 9, last paragraph, of Act
No. 482 of 2 April 1968 shall not apply."

-199-

,

"T"",..~=Â .. ·:'k;~~;~i;-~'7'"~~~~~=~=""R''''7'''''''''''''''c''' " 'P"'?""""""'7P'P';C'<;W:~T~:C'T;:~-": ~.



,"

ANNEX XVI

Decision of the Human Rights Committee under the Optional Protocol
to the International COvenant on Civil and Political Rights ­

twenty-second session

concerning

Communication No. 78/1980

Submitted by. A. D. [name deleted]

Alleged victims the Mikr.~q tribal society

State party concerned, Canada

Date of communications 30 September 1980 (date of initial letter)

The Human Rights Committee, established under article 28 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

Meeting on 29 July 1984,

adopts the following,

Decision on inadmissibility

1. The author of the communication (initial letter dated 30 september 1980,
supplementary information of 9 December 1980, and further submissions dated
26 June, 3 OCtober, 11 November 1981, 15 July 1982, 3 August 1983, 6 January and
6 Pebruary 1984) is A. O., "Jigap'ten of Santeoi Mawa'iomi" - Grand Captain - of
the Mikmaq tribal society. He submits the communication on behalf of "the Mikmaq
PeOple" who claim as their territory the lands which they possessed and governed at
the time when they entered into a protection treaty with Great Britain in 1952, and
which are known today as Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and parts of
Newfoundland, New Brunswick and the Gaspe peninsula of Quebec.

2.1 The author alleges that the Government of Canada has denied and continues to
deny to the people of the Mikmaq tribal society the right of self-determination, in
violation of article l of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. It is further submitted that Canada has deprived the alleged victims of
their means of subsistence and has enacted and enforced laws and policies
destructive of the family life of the Mikmaqs and inimical to the proper education
of their children.

2.2 It is stated to be the objective of the communication that the traditional
Goyernment of the Mikmaq tribal society be recognized as such and that the Mikmaq
nation be recognized as aState.

3. Responding to a request by the Committee for clarification (decision of
29 OCtober 1980) A. o., in a letter dated 9 December 1980, reaffirms that the
eam.unication is concerned essentially with the violation of article l of the
Covenant (••• "article l is our goal, our vision" ••• ) and rejects r.ategorically
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the applicability of article 27 (concerning the rights of persons belonging to
minorities). He also submits that he has been authorized by the Grand Council of
the Mikmaq people to represent his kinsmen before the Committee. !I

4. By its decision of 9 April 1981, the Human Rights Committee transmitted the
communication under rule 91 of the provisional rules of procedure to the State
party concerned, requesting information and observations relevant to the question
of admissibility of the communication.

5.1 In its submissions, dated 21 July 1981 and 17 May 1982, the State party
objects 'to the admissibility of the communication ratione materiae, on the ground
that article l of the Covenant cannot affect the territorial integrity of aState,
a principle asserted in United Nations declarations such as the "Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and peoples" (General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960), the "Declaration on Principles of
International Law Concerning Friend1y Relations and Co-operation among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations· (General Assembly res01ution
2625 (XXV) of 24 OCtober 1970) and stated in a great number of legal opinions.

5.2 The State party further submits that the communication does not fulfil the
requirements of articles 1 and 2 of the Optional Protocol. It is argued that, in
the circumstances of the case, A. D. cannot claim either that his own rights have
been violated, aince according to article 1 (1) of the Covenant the right of
self-determination ia a collective right, or that he is duly authorized under the
relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to act on behalf of the Mikmaq nation.,

5.3 The State party also maintains that the remedy sought in the case, nameiy the
recognition of statehood, goes beyond the competence of the Committee.

5.4 Referring to allegations advanced by A. D. relating to self-government,
education, enfranchising of aboriginal people, property rights, and subsistence,
the State party rejects the claims, with one exception, as inadmissible, contending
that these issues der ive from the principal issue of the communication, the right
of self-determinatlon. The exception in this connection related to the situation
of Indian women who marry non-Indians and thereby lose their status as Indians.
The State party refers to the Indian Act 1970, which provides for limited
self-government of the aboriginal peoples to laws and procedures governing their
land claims and to the recently amended Canadian constitution, the Constitution Act
1982, which in its Charter of Rights and Freedoms envisages equal protection of the
human rights of everyone and in its section 25 contains specifie provisions as to
the protection of rights and freedoms of the aboriginal peoples of Canada.

5.5 The State party does not consider the issues raised by the author concerning
the legal aspects of the relationship between the United Kingdom, the Mikmaq tribe
and Canada to be relevant in the present case, since it considers the communication
inadmissible on the issue of self-determination.

6.1 By letters, dated 3 OCtober 1981, Il November 1981 and 15 July 1982, A. D.
submitted his comments to the State party's submissions under rule 91 of the
provisional rules of procedure. He refutes the State party's contention that the
communication is inadmissible. with regard to the State party's argument based on
tarritorial integrity, he contends that this is inapplicable in the circumstances
of the case "because it assumed a disputed fact, viz. whether the territory of the
'Mi'kmaq Nationimouw' ever lawfully became part o~e territory of Canada". The
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author ass.rts in this connection that the territory never was ceded or surrendered
te Great Britain and, th.refore, not to Canada.

6.2 A. D. disagr.es with th. State party's contention that the right of
s.lf-d.t.rmination cOnstitutes only a collective right, citing in substantiation
th. Unit.d Natiqns study on the Right of self-Determination, 1980, BI prepared by
Mr. Hector Gros-Eapiell, Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minoriti~s. A. D. submits that this study shows
that the Commission on Human Rights has repeatedly invoked self-determination as
th. right of individuals a. much as a right of peoples collectively.

,., 6.3 The author furth.r chall.nges the validity of the ~tate party's submissions on
th. substance of -subaidiary violations of human rights·, commenting in detail on
th. issu.s of self-gov.rnment, involuntary enfranchisement, education rights,
property and human rights issu.s relating to the Constitution Act, 1982. He
sugg.sts, howev.r, that before more evidence is 8ubmitted on these matters, the
qu.stion of the admissibility of the communicati~n should be decided.

6.4 A. D. finally suggests that the Committee should, if it finds that the present
communication calls outside its competence, bring the Mikmaq people's case to the
att.ntion of the Economic and Social Council with the recommendation that an
advi.ory opinion be sought fram the International Court of Justice.

7.1 &efor. consid.ring a communication on the merits, the COmmittee must ascertain
wh.th.r it fulfils aIl conditions relating to its admissibility under the Optional
Protocol.

7.2 Articles 1 and 2 of the Optional Protocol provide for the competence of the l'

COIIIIitt.e to r.ceiv. and consider communications from individuals who claim to be •• ",
victims of a violation of the rights set forth in the Covenant.

7.3 Th. communication pos•• in particular the question whether Canada has violated 1
articl. 1 of th. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. A. D. i
clai.. not to repr.s.nt a minority within the meaning of article 27, but a people !
within th. m.aning of articl. 1 of th. Covenant. In this context he also Alleges
that th. right of parents and famili.s provided for in article 23 in connection
with article 18 has been violated, most particularly with regard to the religious
.ducation of the children.

7.4 The Committee agr.ed to clarify first the standing of the author in so far as
h. clai.. to r.pre.ent the Mikmaq tribal society.

7.5 whil. s.eking to clar ify the standing of the author, the Committee received a
-ea.-uniqu'- dat.d 1 OCtober 1982 from the Grand Chief of the Grand COuncil of the
Mik..q tribal society, D. M., stating that nobody was authorized to speak on behalf
of th. Mikmaq nation or on behalf of the Grand Council or the Grand Chief, unless
th. latt.r -will give this authority in writing to the person or persons for each
s.parat. corr.spondenc.-. Consequ.ntly, the Committee requested the Grand COuncil
of th. Mikaaq to comment on or clarify A. D.'s authority to Act on behalf of the
Mikaaq tribe and to provid. th. nl.vant information not later than,
l February 1983. In r••ponse, R. B., 1.9al couns.l for A. D., informed the
ca.aitt.. by t.legr.. of 31 January 1983 that th. Mikmaq Grand COuncil had
r.affir..d th. authority of A. D. to pursu. ca.aunication NO. R.19/78 before the
Ca.aitt.. and that a document .igned to this effect by the Grand Council wouId be
tranamitted by regiat.red asile
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7.6 Slx months later, on 3 August 1983, a letter mandating the legal couneel of
A. D., Mr. R. B., to represent the Grand Council was rec~ived. This 8~fiissionN

was signed by the author of the communication himself and by the Assistant Grand
Chief. The content of the -Commission- shows clearly that it is not the Grand
Council in its legal entity whlch authorizes A. D. to Act but that it is the author
himself who confirms his self-authorlzatlon.

7.7 Later submissions of the author dated 6 January and 6 February 1984 referred
to the substance of his complaints without providing evidence on his standing in
the case of the Mikmaq people.

8.1 Before considering Any claims contained in a communication, the Human Rights
Committee shall, in accordance with rule 87 of its provisional rules of procedure
decide whether or not it is admissible under the Optional Protocol to the Covenant.

8.2 The Human Rights Committee observes that the author has not proven that he is
authorized to Act as a representative on behalf of the Mikmaq tribal society. In
addition, the author has failed to advance Any pertinent facts supporting his claim
that he is personally a victim of a violation of Any rights contained in the
Covenant.

ascertain
Optional

9. The Human Rlghts Committee therefore decides,

The c~mmunication ls inadmissible.
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Notes

!I The author states that the Grand Council, whose members are the Grand
Chief, the Grand Captain and the Assistant Grand Chief, constitutes -the
traditional Government of the Mikmaq tribal society-.

Docump.nt E/CN.4/Sub.2/405/Rev.l.
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APPENDIX

Individual opinion

Mr. Roger Errera, merober of the Human Rights Committee, submits the following
individual opinion relating to the admissibility of communication No. 78/1980
(A. D. v. Canada) 1 t •

A. D.ts communication is based primarily on a violation of article l of the
Coyenant relating to the right of aIl peoples to self-determination. The
.xaaination of the admissibility of this communication accordingly raises the
following questionS1

(1) Does the right of "aIl peoples" to "self-determination", as enunciated in
article l, paragraph l, of the Co~enant, constitute one "of the rights set forth in
th. Covenant" in accordance with the terms of article l of the Optional Protocol?

(2) If it does, may its violation by a 5tate party which has acceded to the
Optional Protocol be the subject of a communication from individuals?

(3) DO the Mikmaq constitute a "people" within the meaning of the
abov.-mentioned provisions of article l, paragraph l, of the Covenant?

The inadmissibility decision adopted by the Committee does not answer any of
th••• three questions, even though they are fundamental to the interpretation of
article l, paragraph l, of the Covenant and article l cf the Optional Protocol, and
to the jurisprudence of the Committee relating to individual communications
alleg1ng.violation of article l, paragraph l, of the Covenant. To my deep regret,
th.r.fore, I cannot endorse this decision.
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ccPR/C/1/Add.6l

CCPR/C/l/Add.62

ccPR/C/10/Add.7

CCPR/C/10/Aè.d.8

CCPR/C/IO/Add.lO and Il

CCPR/C/14/Add.4 and 6

CCPR/C/14/Add,5

CCPR/C/22/Add.3

CCPR/C/28/Add.l

CCPR/C/28/Add.2

CCPR/C/30

CCPR/C/SR.465-489 and
corrigendum

CCPR/C/2/Add.7

CCPR/C/22/Add.4

CCPR/C/22/Add.5

CCPP/C/26/Add.l/Rev.1

CCPR/C/3l

Supplementary report of Tunisia

supplementary report of Canada

Initial report of the Gambia

Initial report of India

Supplementary report of New Zealand

Initial report of Sri Lanka

Initial report of El Salvador

Initial report of the Democratie people1s Republic
of Korea

Second periodic report of Yugoslavia

Second periodic report of the German Democratie
Republic

Provisional agenda and annotations - twentieth
session

Summary records of the twentieth session

B. Twenty-first session

R~servations, declarations, notifications and
ccnaunfca t ions relating to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
Optional Protocol thereto

Supplementary report of France

Supplementary report of the Democratie people's
Republic of Korea

Initial report of Egypt

Consideration of reports submitted by States
parties under article 40 of the Covenant - initial
reports of States parties due in 19841 note by the
Secretary-General
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C. Twenty-second session

CCPR/C/4/Add.8/Rev.1 Initial report of Panama

-206-

= n1111f

8~-21948 l358-6lu {E)

CCPR/C/SR.518-544 and Summary records of the twenty-second session
corrigendum

CCPR/C/34 Provisional agenda and annotations - twenty-second
session

CCPR/C/32/Add.l and 2 Second periodic repoi.'t of Chile

CCPR/C/10/Add.9 Initial report of Trinidad and Tobago

CCPR/C/SR.490-5l7 and Summary records of the twenty-first session
corrigendum

CCPR/C/33 Provisional agenda and annotations - twenty-first
session

CCPR/C/32 Consideration of reports submitted by States
parties under articl~ 40 of the Covenant - second
periodic reports of States parties due in 19841
note by the Secretary-General
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COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

HOW TO OBTAINUM1ED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

UnitedNations publications lIIay he obtainedfrom book.tores and distributors throughout the
world. Consultyour bookstore or write10: UnitedNations. Sales Section. NewYorkor Geneva,
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Lespublications des Nations Uniessont en ventedansleslibrairies et lesagences dépositaires du
mondeentier.Informez-vousauprèsde votrelibraireou adressez-vous à : Nations Unies. Section
des ventes. NewYork ou Genève•
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:!HHaX H 3reH't'c't'133X 130 acex paüonax MHpa. HaBO,llH't'e crrpaaxn oIS H3,1laHHliX 13
BameM.KHIIJIUIOM "lara:mHe HJIlI nmUH't'e no anpeey : OpraHH3auHR OIS'be,llHHeHHbIx
HaUHll, Cel<UKSI no npO,llame K3,1l31IKIl. HbID-HopK Hml.JKeHeBa.

. Laspublicaciones de las Naciones Unidas estân èn venta en librerias y casasdistribuidoras en
todaspartesdei mundo, Consulte a su librero0 dirijase a: Naciones Unidas, Secciôn de Ventas.
NuevaYork 0 Ginebra,

in UnitedNations. NewYork
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