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Report of the Secretary-General on the strengthening
and widening of scientific activities in the. field
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1w This report is submitted in accor&ance with resoLution 1147 (XII) of the
General Assembly, which reguested the Secretary—General; in consultation with
the Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radlation, to "consider -the
question of the strengthening and widening of scientific sotivities in this
field, taking into account in this connexion the diécussion'of this item at the
twelfth session of the General Assembly, including the proposals submitted
thereunder, and to report to the Assémbly-at its thirteenth session".

2. My Tirst consultation with the Committee, in the nature of a preliminary
exchange of viéws,ftook place on 19 Februafy 1958, in the course of its fourth
session. I consulted further with it bn 13 June 1958, during its fifth session,
oﬁ the -basis of & first draft of this report. The report now suhmittéd takes
into account the views expressed and proposals made in the Committeé and in the
twelfth session of the General Agsembly, as well as the nature of the work and
the working procedures of the Commititee and 1ts comprehensive report to the
General Assembly in 1958 (A/5858),£/ in response to resolution 913 (X) of

3 December 1955.

3. The report called for by the General Assembly is to be concerned with ways
and means of "strengthening and widening" scientific activities in -the field of
problems,relatihg to the effects of icnizing radiation‘upon mau and his

‘1/ official Records of the Gemeral Assembly, Thirteenth Session, Supplement
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enviromment. The starting point and firm foundation for any such programme

is eclearly the existing Committee. This Committee, established in 1955, has
functioned well. In its three years of activity, the Committee has developed

8 close and fruitful co-operation and hes become a well-balenced selentific
instrument for carrying out the purposes of the General Assembly, as defined in
resolution 913 (X). As its 1958 comprehensiﬁe report indicates, 1t has sought
to assess known sources of risk from radilation and to uncover previocusly unknown
sources. It has stimulated research in this field. The international
colleboretion among scientists in the work of the Committee has contributed to
the advancement of knowledge about radioblology, changes in the natural levels
of rediation and the possible impact of such changes on the human organism. In
view of this experience, and the clear need for conbinbing wérk‘of this kind

by the United Hetions in this vitel area, it is my considered view that the
Scientific Cqmmittée on the Effects of Atomic Redlation should be prolonged.

L, The exisbting Cbmmittee consists of scientists designated by thé foliowlng
fifteen Member States: Argentine, Australis, Belgium, Brazil, Cenads,
Czechoslovakie, France, Indle, Japan, Mexlco, Sweden, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, the United Arab Republic, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ifeland and the United States of America. The question
has been raised as to whether & messure of flexibility in the ccmposltion of
the Committee, if it is kept on, might be achieved in the future. The objective
would be to afford an opportunity for more countries to participate in this
important scientific effort, while at the same time fully safeguerding continuity
in the work of the Comittee. It geems clear thet .if its effectiveness as a
scientific working body 1s to be maintained, the number of members of the
ICommittee should not exdeed the present fifteen. Some flexibility could be
achieved by & rotation, which, however, in the interest of continuity, should

be moderate. In this direction, I would suggest & rotation of not more than two
members of the Committee each year. It 1s likewise desirable that no member
should serve less than two ﬁears.

5. In view of the very nature of its work, the Committee, 1f continued, should
be extended for an indefinite time. The work the Committee will be called upon
to do will be the best measure of how long it will be needed.' It will be readily
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" gpperent, and it would certainly be polnted out to the General Assembly, when
there is no longer need for this Committee.

6. If the Committee is prolonged, ite terme of reference and work programme
should ineclude, of course, sll of its present activitles, as provided in
resolufion 913 {X). The question is valid, however, whether, in the light of
experience to date, mow is not the time to ccnsider scme broadening of the
Committeg's terms of reference towards the end of enabling that body more
effectively to perform its intended tesk, and to assure the continuing active
interest and internatiornal collaboration of scientists on the seme basls as

in the past.

T The basic activity of the continuing Committiee, necessarily, would be that
of bringing up to date, periodically, its original (1958) comprehensive report
on radistion levels and radiation effects on man and his envirorment, and meking
the required evaluations. Although the Committee has covered much ground in
its 1958 report, 1t ls epparent that there is still & great deel of work to

be done in the fleld of radiation end rediation effects, particularly the
ecological. The problem of fall-out; of course, would continue to be of special
significance to the work of this Committee. Increasing importance should be
attached to the Commitiee's "watchdog" role, whereby it would be constantly on
the look-out for all sources of risk from rédiation and concerned with ensuring .
thelyr exemination and evaluation by appropriate means. A widened programme of
work for the Commitiee, and the resultant demands mede on the sclentists
comprising its membership, should be kept consistent with maintaining the
effectivencss of the Commitiee as a strictly scientific body. The Committee
itsélf, naturally, will afford the most competent judgement on how to carry on
its activities within the limits which the General Asgembly will define.

8. Tn the direction of a wider range of activity, abttention should be given
to the extent to which the Commithee might teke initietive in research beyond
the indiecatlion of research projecis requiring further study, as provided in
resolution 913 (X). Tn the comprehensive report of the Comiltitee are many
indications for research which might be followed up by sppropriaste Committee
inltietive, instead of being left to chance. In this regerd, adventage should
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be taken, to the extent practicable, of facilities and resources to be found
within the United Netions femily.

9. In the wide area of facllitating exchange of scientific information, it
hes been suggested that the Committee might underteke the sponsoring of
appropriate conferences, symposis and seminars. It may be pointed out, however,
thet while there may be opportunity for useful initiative by the Committee in
this direction, perticulsrly in providing opportunities for technical experts
of different scientific disciplines to meet and exchange ideas in smell panéls
and working groups, and in convening experts on unexplored problems, the
Comuittee's responsibility would necessarily be limited to proposals to the
General Assembly. It may be added that as the Comititee iteelf comes to serve,
as 1t properly should, as a éentre for the eveluation and co-ordination of
information end knowledge in the realm of the effects of etomic radiation, the
significence of and need for special conference activity might be reduced.

10. It bas been suggested also, as & means of widening activity in this field,
that the Committee might underteke, on a modest scale, certain operational
functions, such as sponsoring a publicatbion for the dissemination of the
information it collects and collates, rendering essistence in the form of experts
and equipment;, or the institution of & kind of internatlonal monitoring service
for carrrying out necesssry messurements on a purely volunﬁary basis. An activity
such as a monitoring service, of course, should be established and mainbained
only on & high sclentific level, which would involve the availability of
adequate staff and equipment and support by appropriate research and development
services in iﬁstrumentation and. methods of'analysis. This, in turn, reises the
question of costly laboratory facilities essential to the support of any such
service. The possibility of developing an international laboratory hes been
mentioned by scome, but this would be beyond the scope of the activities of this
Cammittee, &s orgenized. Thus, should the Camnitbee be authorized to proceed
in this direction, it would need to explore alternative means of securing the
necessary sclentific and technical support for a monitoring service, such as by
contract or by farming-cut to established laboratofies. It may be pointed outb,
in this context, that the Inbternationsl Atomlc Energy Agency will have an
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increasing interest in the development of internationally standardized and
co-ordinated measurement, with particular regard to the application of nuclear
energy to peaceful purposes. '

11. It is a natural development that the Scientific Committee on the Effects

of Atamic Rediation, esteblished by the United Netions, should remain e centre
for the co-ordinetion of knowledge in the field of problems relating to the
effects of ionizing radliation upon man and his environment, and for the
prcemotion of co-operation in the work necegsary in that field. There are a good
many national and international bodies, both public and privete, working in this
field, and there 1s definite need for more co-operation and for an gveoidance of
duplication of effort arising from the overlepping of interests. Amongst the
gspecialized agencies, the Food and Agriculfure Orgenizaetion of the United Nations,
the Internstional Civil Aviation QOrganization, the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development, the International Labour Orgenisetion, the
United Netions Educaitional, Scientific and Cultural Orgenization, the World
Health Organizétion end the World Meteorological Organization heve been interested
in and have perticipated in the work of the Committee. Some of them - notebly
FAQ, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and WMO - have asgsisted it wilth reportes end information.
The International Atomic Energy Agency, whose permanent steff will include a
number of atomic energy experts in verious specialities, has a special interest
in the work of the Committee, has participated in it, and wishes to co-operate
closely with it in thoae aspecﬁs of its work relating to the peaceful uses of
atomle energy, which is the sole concern of the Agency. The International
Commigglon on Radiolbgical Protection and the International Commission on
Redlological Units and Meagurements, as non-governmental bodies, have also
assisted the Coamittee, on ifs invitation. In the course of the comsultatlons,
it was suggested by some sclentists that an effective means of expending
activities in the field of radistion protection could be through s formal
co-ordination and integration of certain internetional hodies in the field, such
as the Committee, the ICRP and ICRU. The twenty-seécnd report of the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordinetion to the Economic and Social Council
(E/3108)}, pointed out thaet the Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic
Radiation "provides & fremework within which specialized egencies, the IAEA and
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non-govermmentsl scientific insﬁitutions can co-operate on specific matters of
common intefest in the radiation field, and through which the relevant research
programmes cen be stimulated and co-ordinated and results evaluated”.

12. In the light of the foregoing, I recommend the continusnce of the
Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Rediation, under reﬁised terms

of reference suitebly broadened to cover sctivities of such types as those
indicated above, as the best means of achieving “the strengthening and widening
of seientific setivities in this-fiel " envisaged in General Assembly

- -resolution 1147 (XII).
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