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I'NITED TdATIOI{S ONFERENCE ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESIBIqTIONS OF USE OF

CERTAIN @NVEMIONAI, TIEAPONS WIII CH MAY BE DEEI@D TO BE EXCESSIVELY

INJURIOUS OR To EAVE IIIDISCRIMINATT BFFECTS

Report of the secretarv-General

l. By reEolution 35,/93 atbPted on 9 Decenber 1981, the @neral Assenbly, after
having recalled the successful conclusion of the Conference' which resulted in the
adoptlon of a conventlon on Prohibltions or Restrictions on the use of celtain
Conventional Iseapons lltr ich Uay Be Deened to Be Daceasively Injurious or to Have

Indiscrininate Effects, a Protocol, on llon-Detectable Fragments (Protocol I), a

PEotocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby Traps and other
Devices (Protocol II), a Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the use of
Irrendlary Weapon6 (Protocol III) and after taklng note with satiafaction of the
report of the secretarf G€neral ' in which inalication had been given that nany
Stites had already signed the convention nhich wa€ opened for signature in New York
on 10 Alrril 1981' inter aria, requested the secretarl'-General as Depositary of the
Convention of the three Protocols annexed thereto to inform the General Assetnbly
frqr tltrE to tine of the state of adherence to the convention and its Protocolat
anal deciateal to include the itetn in the provlsional agenaLa of its thirtraeventh
session.

2. Artlcle 5, paragraPh 1, of the convention provides that it shalt enter into
force six rDnths after the date of dePosit of the twentieth instrument of
ratlfication, acceptance, atproval or accession. I{rrsuant to article 5,
paragraph 3, each of the Protocolg annexed to the convention shall enter into force
six months after the date by which 20 states have notified their consent to be
bounat by it. E<Pressions of consent to be bound by any of the Protocols is
opt ional for each State, provided that at the tine of the deposlt of its instrunent
of ratiflcation, acceptance or approval of the convention or of accession thereto,
that state shall nottfy the Delrcsitary of its consent to be bound by any two or
nore of the Protocols.

3. As at 3l Argust 1982, 53 countrles hatt signed the Conventiont 15 had ratified
lt, and 14 haal notifled the acceptance of the three Protocols of the convention'

4. Pursuant to the above requeat of the General Assernbly I the state of adherence
to the Convention and its Ptotocols is glven in the annex to the Present report.

S2-26332 03480 (E)
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B. Declaratlons and reservations

FR,ANCE

loriginaL: Frenchl

After signing the conventlon on Prohibitions or Restrictlons on the use of
Certain Conventlonal w€apons fch tch May Be Deetned to Be E(cessively Injurious or to
Have Indiscrininate Effects, the I'rench cjovernment, as it has already had occasion
to state

through its representative to the ttnited Nations conference on Prohlbitions
or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional l{eapona in Geneva 'during the discussion of the proposal concernlng veriflcatlon arrangernents
subnitted by the delegation of the Ebderal Republic of Germany and of which
the French Governnent became a sponsor, and at the final neeting on
I0 October 1980;

on 20 November L980 through the representative of the Netherlands' speaking
on behalf of the nine states rFrnbers of the European Comunity in the Pirst
Comnittee at the thlrty-fifth session of the ttrited Nations General
Assenblyt

Regrets that thus far it has not been possible for the States which
partlcipated in the negotiation of the Convention to reach agreement on the
Provisions concerning the veriflcatton of fact6 which nlght be aUeged and which
night constitute violations of the undertakings subscribeal to.

It therefore reserves the right to submit, possibly in assoclatlon t{ith other
states, proposals airEd at f luing that gap at the first conference to be held
Pursuant to article 8 of the Convention and Eo utilize, as appropr iate, procedurea
that would nake It possible to bring before the internatlonal comnunity facts and
informatlon which, if verified, coulat constitute vlolations of the proviEions of
the Convention and the Protocols annexed thereto.

Interpretative statenent

The apPlicatlon of this Conventlon nlll have no effect on the legaL status of
the parties to a conflict.

Reservation

France, which is not bound by edditlonal Protoco.L I of I0 June 1977 to the
Geneva Conventlons of L2 August L949s

Considers that the fourth paragraph of the preamble to the Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of qertaln Conventlonal weapons which May
Be Deerned to Be E(cessively Injurious or to Eave Indiscrinlnate Effects' t hich
repr.oduces the provisions of artlcle 35, paragraph 3, of Additlonal Protocol I'
applies only to States parties to that Protocolt

' u' ,...
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States, nith reference to the scope ot application defined in article I of the
Convention on Prohibitlon6 or ReEtrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional
weapons, that lt wlll appLy the provlalons of that Convention and its three
Protocol6 to al1 the arrEd confllcts referred to ln articles 2 and 3 corurpn to the
G€neva Conventions of 12 August 19491

States that a6 regards the Creneva @nventlona of 12 August 1949, the
aleclaration of acceptance and apptlcation provided for in article 7,
Paragraph 4 (b), ot the Conventton on Prohibitiong or Restrictlons on the Use of
certain conventlonar Hbalnna wllr have no effects other than those provided for ln
article 3 connon to the Geneva Conventtons, in eo far as that article ls applicable.

ITALY

lorlginals Frenchl

On 10 October 1980 ln ceneva, the representative of Italy at the lrnlted
Nations ionference rrh lch aatopted the textE of the convention andl protocols on
Prohibitions or Restrlctions on the Use of certain conventional weaponE tih ich trtay
Be Deemed to Be E(ces6ivel.y rnJurloua or to Have rndiscrinlnate Effects, speakina
at the cLosing rEetlng of the conference, enphagized that the latter, in an effort
to reach a conpronise betreen what waa desirable and what was possible, had
probably ach ieved the naxlmrm reaulta feaslble ln the circunstances prevaillng at
that tine.

Ifowever 
' he observed ln h16 statenent that one of the objectives which had not

been achieved at the Conference, to his Go\rernnent is great regret. wag the
inclusion in the telt of the convention, in accordance with a proposat originateat
by the Federal Republlc of cermany, of an artlcle on the establlahrErt of a
conaultative cotlEnlttee of expertg conpetent to verify facts whlch might be alleged
and rvhlch might constltute violations of the undertakings subscrlbed to.

on the sane occaslon, the representatlve of ftaly expresEed the wi6h that that
proposal ' wttich was aitEd at strengthenlng the credlbility and effectlveness of the
conventionr should be reconsidered at the earliest opportunity nithin the franenork
of the rEchanisns for the atnendment of the Conventldl expressly provided for in
that instrunent.

Subsequently, through the representative of the tGtherlands, speaking on
behalf of nine statea mnbers of the European conrnunlty in the First comnittee of
the uriited Nation6 ceneral Assenbry on 20 November r98b. when it aalopted draft
resolution A/C.V3VL.LS (subsequently adopted as ceneral Asselbly resolution
35/L53r, Italy once again e:(pressed reqret that the States whlch had participated
in the preParation of the texts of the Conventlon and lte Protocols had been unableto reach agreement on provisions that would ensure respect for the obllgations
deriving fron those textE.

In the sa$e spirlt, Italy - shlch has just signed the Convention in accordance
with the wishes expressed by the General Asseroly ln its resolution 35,/153 - wishesto confirn solemnly that lt intends to undertake active effortg to ensure that the
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probrem of ure estabrlshnnt- of a r*ctranism that sour.d nake it posslbre to fiu agap- ln the convenrion and 
.thus. ensu;;;; i''J"t r.o." rnaxiuum effectiveness andDaxlnum credrb*'tv vte-r-vis ure interniiiJai-Lnnunity rs taken up again at theearllest opportunity in every ccmpetent for[u.

RO!,IANIA

loriginal3 EngtlEhl
rhe co\rernnent 

"t-!!:,*tar18t Republic of Ronania has slgned the conventionon Prohlbitlon or Restrictr.one on ttr. uI. 
"-i-c":tt. conyer.rtional iyeapons lorich uayBe Deelned to Ee E(cesslvelV lnjurfoua "r-al-"."" Inatiscrlnlnate sffecla, attopted onl0 @tob€r re80 ar the unileo i.ai;;; ;;";;;"" ar ceneva.

bmanta conalders 
- 
that the. convention and the three proto@ra annex€d th.retoconEtltute a posltrve etep. wrgrrn-ttri"iiitlrr. of.the etforte which have been nadefor th€ gradual 

'reveroqent or rnternatiiili-iunanrtartan rae atrpllcabre durlngarned confllcte and which ain at prorrJt;;;; broad and reliable protectlon forthe ctvtttan population and the dd;;il;.'-.,
At the same tine' blania nould llke to emphasrze that the provi.iona of the@nvention and its protocora. hav. . r."lrr"iJ character ."o J" i"i'iiiure aaeq,rateprotectlon either to the_civfian p"p;ili;;;, to the ccmbatants a6 thefundarnentat princlpJ-ea ot tnternatioiiii.i."ii.rr* ra!, requrre.
The hnanlan covernnent wiahea to atate on thrs occasron arso that rear andeffective protectron for each rnatvrauar aiJ io, p.opr"r and aasurance of theirrtght to a free and rndependent rtre n.cesEariiy p"."oppo"e the er.rninatron of atlact6 0f agsreeslon and :h: *""."i"ii"iriii'.'iu a* all 0f the use of force andthe threar of rhe use of fo.ce, 

"i-ii.JrJ"iliiii' ,n arr" dcme€tic affairs of otherstates and of tre portcy_or aomrnatroi-;;;i;;.. and atricr obeervation or the;:[Hiil:i":nd independence of peoptes u;-il;i, resitinare rlshr ro serr_

fn Ure pregent clrc
accunu,.ated i" *" *iiil!il;- :;#:H #':"L*l#l;r:i.1":*.:r:ii"H"li:"T:"cloaery linked witb the ::rusgie rot pea""-"ii1r="rr*r"na and rrith the aaloption ofauurentic n.a6ure6 to hart ur; .rr.-r;;;l#"!rrlu.. the graduaL reduction ofnuclear lfeapon8 until they are totally ellninated.

Itle Ronahian Government sTl:? once agaln lts declslon to act, together lrithother statea, to ensure yre.prohlbition oi'iJrtii"tion of all "or,rr.rriiii.r weapon.Irhich are excesgively inJuriius ; -;;;; inailiiirtr"." effecrs, and the a.toprion ofutgent and effectivo mea.ures for nuclaai ti"i*r".nt which rourd prot€ct p€opresfrqr .'re nuclear nar whrch 
"".r"u.ii-GL.iiil"&r.i, right to rlfa - a fun.ramentarconditton for rhe prorection rtri"rt i"i"iililoi"r- r-.rrrtarian ra' muat ensure rorure individuar, ur. c rvthan populatlon and the cc,t'batants.
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UNITED KINGDO{ OF GREAT BRITAIN AIID NORTHERN IREIAND

[Origina1" erglish]

The Government of the United Klngdon of Great Britaln and l'brthern rreland

wilr give further "orr"ia"tuiiott 
to ceitain provisions of the conventron'

particularly in retation lJ 
-it'e prot'ttfons of protocol I additional to the Geneva

conventions of 12 August 1949, and may wish to nake formal declarations in relation

to these provisions at the tine of ratification'

TJNITED STAfES OF AI'IERI CA

[originalr Engl ish]

The United states ctovernnent welcomee the adoPtion of this convention' and

hq)es that alr states *iii-;;;" the most eerrgyl c-onsideration to ratification or

accession. vle believe ttit-tttt convention ttptt""ni" a positive steP forward in

efforts ro minimize irr:ur'-oi i. 
"ge 

to the civilian poputttlott- itt.:iTe.of artned

confrict. our signature-lr uti" dnvention 'errt"it 
irrl gettetat wirlingness of the

uniteal states to adopt p,iitl"ti tna itt"ottture pi"visioni concerning the conduct

of nilitary oPerations, for the purpose of Protecting noncombatants'

At the sane tltrE' ne ttant to erqrhasize that fornal adherence by states to

agleements restricting ai. u"t of weipons in arred conflict ttould be of little

purpose if the Partie" ,rii"-iot firml-y counitted to taking every apProPriate shep

to ensure comPr iance ,rii-in""t '""tiitti""" 
after their intry into force' rt

woutd be the firm intention of the t'nited states and' we trust' all other Parties

to utilize the proceauret-"ni-tt"ta its pronided bv this convention' and by the

general Iaws of war' to 
-""" 

to it that lff p"rtit's to the convention neet their

obrigations under it. tt.-u"it a states strongly supported proposals.by other

countries aruring the conference to include spect-ar piocedures. for -dearing 
with

compl iance fiatters' *a 
-i"""'u"t 

the right t" pr"p"!" at a later date additional

procedures and renedieE, should this pt ot'" "t"tt"-"ry ' 
to tleal nith sush pr oblerns '

rn addition, the Lnite'l stateg of courge reEerves the rightt at the time of

ratification, to exercise the oPt ion provi<tedl bv article 4(3) of the convention'

and to nake statemenrs ;; ;;;";i""dt-ng and,/or i""""uttr*"' to the extent that it

may deem that to o" n".!-t"l'i'l;-;";;;; that the conventlon and its Protocols

conform to humanl tar l.n-"ii 'oirit"'y rtqt'irtttnl"' As lndicate't in the negotiatlng

lecord of the 1980 conference' the Prohlbitions and restrictlons contained in the

convention and its Protocols are of course new cdrtractual rules (with the

exception of certain provisions which restate existing lnternational law) which

wiII only bintl states qbon thelr ratiflcatlon of' or accession to' the Convention

and their consent to -pg'bountl by the Protocols in guestion'




