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; ; New York, 26 August 1957

l; I have the honour to subm}i.t in accordance with rule 20 of the. rules of
groc;edure of the General Assembly the explanatory memorandum to the item

! N
"Efﬁ‘}ects of atomic radiation” jproposed for inclusion in the agends of the
twelfth session of the General}j Agsembly by the Czechoslovak Government.y

" ‘

) ; (8igned) Josef ULLRICH

i "

Permanent Representative of Czechoslovakis
to the United Nations

1/ 'See 4f/361k, ‘1
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

Developments in the use of nuclear energy have in the past years resulted in
a constant inecrease in the levels of radicactive radiation on a global scale.
This is & cause of deep anxlety to world public opiniton.

A number of sclentific institutions and prominent repregentatives of sclence
have etressed the dangers involved and warned the world of the harmful effects of
atomic radiastion on the health of mankind, Nor is this = danger affecting only
geographically or politically limited areas, it is a denger affecting humanity
28 e vhole. This menace 1s the more seriocus since, even 1f irmediaste messures
were taken, the level of radioactivity will inevitebly continue to increase in
the years to come, Nuclear test explosions have as & conseguence the
contamination of the upper strata of the atmosphere with radicactive producte.
This radloactivity condenses on dust particles of varying slzes which settle to
the earth's surface at & varying speed of descent ln relation to the effects of
gravitation, The veloelty of radicactive depopits ip estimeted at 10 to
20 per cent per year.

The movement of air currents scatlers the radioactive partleles over all
parts 5f the globe. The hazard of radiocactive fall-out thus affects the
population of all States which heve no protection against the penetration of the
alr currvents carrylng radioactive particles and fhereby also ageinst the
inevitable increase of radiocactlive activity in the aress subject to their
povereignty. BEven 1f sclence is ep yebt engaged in e study of the relations
hetween levels of rediation and the extent of the hazerd, a nurber of
authoritetive experts consider the present level of radisticn as dangerous.

It is contrary to the tradition of sclentific progress to augment the risk
of a harmful agent if the extent of its effects are not as yet Tully known. Nor
can an estimate of this risk besed on velues asseseed today determine the exact
degree of the future hazerd. An Incomplete knowledge of this risk must in no
cage permit of an irresponsible gamble with the future of the humsn race,

The potential hezard of the harmiul effects of atomic radiation on the
health of mankind, and in particular on the heelth of the future generations,
is primsrlly that of the genetic injuries whose effects may become mamifest
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;only in the generatlons to come, It is universally recognized today that, from
the genetical point of viéw, there is no tolerable dose and that thus every
inerease in the amount of radiocactivity cumulates genetic mutations which are
essentielly always harmful. The statements of many cutatanding scientistse,
,especially of geneticists; place parﬁicular emphasis on precisely thie hezard,
:Moreover, medicel experience (for instence with the use of natural radicactive
' elements) clearly shows that even a small emount of redicactivity can endanger
‘man's life by the growth of malignent tumours.

_ These conaeguences glsc may become menifest only over a very long latent
:period (lLasting for decadés) go that the ebsence of similar cases at the present
time cannot in itself Justify an attitude of unconcern.

. This risk has given rise to the groving imperetive and Justified demand of
;the nations that 1mmediaté steps he taken vhich would prevent the possible
fserious couseguences of tﬁe harmful. effects of atomic radiation on the health
?of mankind, The same objéctive is sought in the declarations of prominent
:scientists and of scientific institutions effirming thet atomic rediation
:constitutes a serious dénéer to the health of the human race and in the
Pstatements made in this cbnnexion by a number of ocutstanding reprgsentatives
cof public life in different countries,

‘ Recognizing the importance of the question of the effects of atomic
iradiation, the tenth esession of the General Assenbly of the United Nations
?Organization established, by its resolution 913 (X), the Scientific Committee
on the Effects of Atomic Radiation and, inter slia, requested the Committee to
" include in its report informetion on the effects of atomic radiation upen man
‘and his enviromment. The Committee is to submit the report on the results of
j;:l.'ts work only teo the thirteenth session of the General Assembly of the United
:Nations Ofganization. Ithould therefore serve a highly useful purpose if the
'Scientific Commititee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation and the respective

: specialized agencies would continue to give intensive study within the sphere
:of thelr competence to thé gquestion of the effects of atomic radliation, in
Eparticular on men and his environment, and 1f consideration were glven %o the
:ipossibility of convening a broad scientific conference on the effects of atowic
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radiation which would serve ag a forum where men of science would state their
views on the issues rela.tgd to thls problem.

The United Nations Orgenization caennot remeln inactive in the face of the
continued and growing hazard of radicective redlation. It would therefore be
approprlate and opportune i1f the United Nations Orgenization were to take
immediate steps capeble of preventing eny further ilncrease in the levels of

radiocactive radiation.






