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REQUEST tr'OR THE INCLUSIOIT OF AIV ITEM ]N THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
OF THE THIRTY-F]FTH SESS]ON

CONS]DERATTON OF EFFECTIVE MEASURES TO ENHANCE THE PROTECTTON"
SECUR]TY AND SAFETY OF DIPLOMAT]C AND CONSULAR MISS]OIIS AND

REPRESENTATIVES

Letter dated 1l- June loRn f-^- fha ra^lqsentatives of Denmark,
,,"

ad"d.ressed. to the Secretary-General

We have the honour to request, on behalf of the five Nordic countries, the
incfusion in the provisional agenda of the thirty-fifth session of the General
Assembly of an item entitled. "Consideration of effective measures to enhance theprotection, security and safety of d.iplonatic and consular missions and"
representatives " .

fn subnitting this iten for consideration by the General Assembly, we would
request you to circulate the attached explanatory memorand.um as an official
docr:ment of the Assembly und.er rule 20 of its rules of proced.ure of the General
Assembly.

(sienea) wir-h. ULRTcHSEN
Ambassador

Permanent Representative of Denmark to the Unj.ted Nations

I]kka PASTINEN
Ambassad.or

Permanent Representative of Finland. to the United Nations

Kornelius SfGMUNDSSON
Charg6 d.tAffaires a.i. of fceland to the United. Nations

ore Br,c8rt
Ambassad"or

Permanent Representative of Norvay to the United Nations

And"ers TIIiJIVBORG

Ambassad.or
Permanent Representative of Swed.en to the United Nations
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AI{NEX

Expl-anatory memo randqg

1" The respect of the rul-es of international law governing the exercise of
diplonatic and consul-ar rel-ations, in particular the inviolability of diplonatic
and. consular missions and representatives, is a basic prerequisite for an
orCLerly cond.uct of relations betveen sovereig;n States and" for the ful-filment of
the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United_ Nations.

2. The strict observance of these rul-es has particular significance in viev of
the rapid increase of the nirmber of sovereign States and the ensuing
intensi.fication of contacts between States in all fields. The establishment and
maintenance of appropriate guarantees and cond.i'cions for an rmimped.ed. cond-uct of
international rel-ations is therefore in the common interest of all nations.

? l'rnm ea rl rr hi stnrrr enlrnrrs harrc hcen or:nf'ed snee ia.'l nroteetiOn in theJ. vvLJ ? vrrYvJ 6f srrveq

interest of creating favourabl-e cond,itions for peaceful negotiations " For
centuries, these ancient custonary rufes have been the basis of the privileges
and irnmr-rnities granted. to diplomatic and consul-ar missions and representatives.
fn modern times, they have been further iLefined and cod.ified in bind,ing ru1es,
recognized by international- law. They have been elaborated. and strengthened,
through a number of international conventions" The most important of these
conventions are the 196f Vienna Convention on Diplornatic Relations af and, the
1963 Vienna Convention on Consul-ar Relations b/ which have to date been ratified-
or acceded to by well over 100 States.

Lt Tn rpnpnt lreqrq hnuarron fhefe haVe been inerea.sinslV freOUent ViOl_atiOnS!f U\a

of or faih.rres to observe the relevant provisions of in'bernational 1aw, and
specifically conventions governing diplomatic and consul-ar refations, including
the physical safety of diplomatic and- consular personnel and the inviolability
of diplomatic and consul-ar premises. This development constitutes a risk of
brinp'ino irrela.rable harm to the verv fa.brie of international relations. Itv vf J

invariably lead.s to international friction and may cause disputes likeJ-y to
end-anger the maintenance of international- peace and secr-rrity. fn the light of
*hi c Aa"ar nnran* - the internetiona.l cormlnitv shorr] d e orpe nn cf fgglive meaSureSuflv fIIvellfaulvusr uvlurlurrauJ urrvL&u @tsr9u vll uI

to improve the present situation, vhich und,ermines the normal functioning of
international- co-operat ion "

,. The General Assembly has in the past d,ealt vith certain aspects of this
problem" It has repeatedly called for strict observance of the relevant rul-es
of i-nternational l-aw. In vj.ew of the importance of the normal- functioning of
the diplomatic and. consular relations for the entire international- conmunity

a/ Unitea l{ations, Tregt,y Series_, vol. 500, }To. T3l-0, p. 9j.
g/ rbid" e vol_ " ,96, No. 8538, p " 26r.
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aird for the fu-lfil-ment of the purposes and" principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, it is urgent that the Generai Assembly consider ways ancl means
of enhartcing the respect of the rul-es of international 1av governing diplomatic
and- consul-ar relations. It is therefore requesteci that an item entitlecl''Consideration of effective measures to enhance the protection, security and safe-u;r
nf r]-in] nmaf in onfl consul-ar missint s snd renre<cnfativestt be incl_rrded in the nrcndSsl/r urrLrt vu f rtLr uuvu rrr uriL aE\gri

of the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly.




