
UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Thirty-fourth seGS ion
Agenda item 39

Di str.
GENErAL

A/3)! /749
B December 1919

OEIGII"AL: ENGLISH

P:1PLEMEll'rATIO!! OF THE DECLAHAC'ION 01'1'1'1\ PJDTNI OCEAN

AS A ZONE OF PEACE

Report of the First COffiF1ittee

Rapporteur: 'Ir. Ernst SUCHARIPA (Austria)

1. T~e itffu entitled:

i1Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace:

(a) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean;

(b) ~eport of the 1"'eetin8' of the Littoral and Einterland States oftbe Indian

Ocean"

was included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-fourth seSSlon in accordance
with General Assembly resolution 33/68 of 14 December 1918 .

2. At its 4th plenary TIeeting~ on 21 September 1979, the General Assembly, on
the recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the iten in its
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee.

3. At its 3rcI meetin8', on I October, the First Committee d,ecided to hold a
combined seneral debate on the items allocated to it relatinp to aisarmament~

namely) items 30 to 45~ 120 and 121. The p,enera1 debate on those items took n1ace
at the 4th to 30th meetings, from 16 Oct,oher to ~ 'lovember (A/C.I/34/PV. 1,··30).

4. In connexion \-I-ith item 39, the First Committee had before it the follm.rinp:

documents:

(a) Report of tbe Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean 1/ containing,
inter alia, two draft resolutions unanirrously recom;ended by the
Ad Hoc Committee for adoption by the General Assembly; Y

1/ Orficia1 Records of the Ge~eral ~sse~bly~ Thirty-fourth Sessio~,

Supplement ':)0. _ 29 (A/3 h /29).

2/ Ibid., para. 21.
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(b) Report of the Meeting of the Littoral and Hinterland states of the
Indian Ocean; 11

(c) Letter dated 6 July 1979 from the Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting
the documents of the Mildsterial Meeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau
of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from 4 to 9 June 1979 (A/34/357);

(d) Letter dated 27 July 1979 from the Charge d'Affaires a.i. of the Permanent
Mission of Morocco to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary
General, transmitting the text of the resolutions and final communique
of the Tenth Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, held at Fez from
8 to 12 May 1979 (A/34/389);

(e) Letter dated 1 October 1979 from the Permanent Representative of Cuba
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting
the documents of the Sixth Conference of Heads of States or Government
of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Havana from 3 to 9 September 1979
(A/34/542) .

5. At the 33rd meeting, on 12 November, the representative of Sri Lanka, Chairman
of the Ad lfuc Corrmittee on the Indian Ocean, introduced the report of the Ad Hoc
Corrmittee containing draft resolutions A and B.

6. On 28 November, the Secretary-General submitted a statement (A/C.1/34/L.53)
on the aruninistrative and financial implications of the draft resolution.

7. At its 50th meeting, on 30 November, the First Committee voted on the two
draft resolutions recommended by the Ad Hoc Committee in paragraph 21 of its
report. The voting was as follows:

(a) Draft resolution A was adopted by a recorded vote of 102 to none, with
23 abstentions (see para. 8, draft resolution A): ~

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Bahamas~ Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil~

Burma, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cuba~ Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen~

Dominican RepUblic, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Greece"
Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Iceland, India, Indonesia,
Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta,
Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique~ Nepal~ New Zealand,
Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan~ Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,

1/ Ibid., Supplement No. 45 (A/34/45 and Corr.l).

~I Subsequently, the delegations of Cyprus, Guinea and the Seychelles advised
the Secretariat that, had they been present, they would have voted in favour of
the draft resolution. I ...
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Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates" United Republic of
Cameroon, United Hepublic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay,
Venezuela~ Viet Nam, Yemen, YUBoslavia J Zaire, Zambia.

Against: None.

Abstaining: Belgium, Bulgaria., Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Eepublic ~

Canada, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France~ Germe,n Democratic
Republic, GermanY, Federal Republic of, Hungary, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Luxembourg, Mongolia, Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United Statps of America.

(b) Draft resolution B was adopted by a recorded vote of 111 to none, with
14 abstentions (see para. 8, draft resolution Bl, 21

In favour:

AGainst:

Afghanistan, Al[Seria, Angola, Argentina:. Australia, Austria,
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape
Verde, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt) Equatorial Guinea" Ethiopia, Fiji,
Finland, Gabon) Gambia, German Democratic Repu1)lic J Ghana,
Greece, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana) Hungary) Iceland)
India) Indonesia) Iraq) Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho,
Liberia) Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, r'J!adagascar) Malaysia, Maldives)
Mali) r·1al ta.; r...iauritania, Nexico, Mongolia') l\lorocco, !'.10 zambi que j

Nepal) New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Oman) Pakistan, Papua New
Guinea, Paraguay::, Peru, Philippines, Poland') Q,atar, Romania ')
Rwanda; Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka) Sudan~ Swaziland,
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Toga, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia) Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay~ Venezuela, Viet Nam~ Yemen~

Yugoslavia~ Zaire~ Zambia.

None.

21 Subsequently, the delegations of Cyprus, Guinea and the Seychelles advised
the Secretariat that, had they been present, they would have voted in favour of the
draft resolution,

I.,.
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J\bstaining: :::elgi1.::.rrl, C,wada? Denmark ~ FrEDcP, Gern!sny, Federal Republic of j

Ireland ~ Isra('l.; -'ta~y, Iuxemboure:, ~'Tetherlanc1s:; Horway,
?ortnr;al, United Ki:r:.rdom of' Great Britain and :;'-Torthern Ireland,
United States cf America.

~{CCU":HBF[)ATIOlTS OF 'THE FIRST cO::IT:~rI"r:r::E

8. The first COllIDlittee recoIT.tInends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutions:

ImuleKentation of the Declaration of the
Indian OceEm as El Zone of Peace

A

~he General Assembly,

Recalling the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zor:.e of Peace, contained
in its resol~tion 2832 (XXVI) of 16 DeceKber 1971, and recalling also its
resoluticns 2992 (XJ0TII) of 15 Dece~ber 1972, 3080 (XXVIII) of G December 1973,
3259 A (XXIX) of 9 DeceEber 1974, 3468 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 31/88 of
14 December 1976, 32/86 of 12 December 1917, S-10/2 of 30 June 1978 and 33/68 of
lie December 1978,

Encouraged by trle continued SUDport extended. to the Declaration by the Sixth
Conference of Heads of State or Governr.r..ent of Non-AlifSned Countries 9 held at
Havana from 3 to 9 September 1979 9 !i/

Reaff"irminp, its conviction that concrete action in furtherance of t~'1e

objectives of the Declaration 'irould be a substantial contrib-u.tion to the
strengtheninG of interdational -oecLce and sect;rity)

Deepl::r concerned at the intensification of gregt·_·Pm,rer military presence,
conceived in the context of great-Pm.rer rivalry" leading to an increase of tension
in the area,

Considering that the continued military presence of the great Pm,,-.-ers in the
Indian Ocean, conceived in the context of c;reat-Fo....rer rivalry, ·pith the danger
of a competitive escalation of such a militar;y presence, gives greater urgency
to the need to take practical stEpS for the early implementation of th~

Declaration of the Indian Ocean as 8., Zone of Peace,

CGnsidcring 0..180 that the crea.J,:,lon of a zone of ·peace in the Indian Ocean
reQuir~~s' co'::operation amonc; the regional States to en~ure candi tions of peace
and security\.Tithin the ree;ion~ as envisC:'le;ed in the Declaration, and the
sovereignty and territ·orial integrity of the littoral and hinterland States,

Further consiclerinc: that, at its tenth specie.l session, devoted to
disalTIament" it noted the proposal for establishing the Indian Oce~n as a zone of

~ See A/34/542.

/ ...
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peace, takine; into account its deliberations and its relevant resolutions and the
need to ensure the maintenance of peace and security lD the reeion, ])

ITotinp,- thfl..t talks Fere initiated beb·reen the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of A..mcrica regardine; their military presence in
the Indian Ocean, and that tb.e tUD countries have kept the Ad Hoc Connnittee on the
Indian Ocean inforllled of the current situation concerninr; these talks,

Rer,retting, hmvever, that the talks still remain suspended,

Encouraged by the holding of the ',eeting of the Littoral and Hinterland States
of the Indian Ocean:) ';/Thieh :provided an opportunity for the further harmonization
of the positions of the littoral and hinterland States,

1. ~akes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean u/
and the report of the ,'ieeting of the Littoral and Hinterland States of the Indian
Ocean; 2)

2~ Takes note with satisfaction ef the issues on w"hich the 1,leetine; of the
Littoral and 3interland States of the Indian Ocean succeeded in harmonizing a
common position;

3. Expresses the hop,= for the early implementation of the Declaration of
the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace as contained in General Assembly resolution
2832 (XXVI);

4. Urges that the talks between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and
the United States of America regardinC'; their military presence in the Indian Ocean
should be resumed without delay and that the parties should refrain from any
activity prejudicial to the implementation of resolution 2832 (XXVI);

5~ "F;ene1:rs the general mandate of the ll.rt Hoc Committee as defined in the
relevant resolutions:

6. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to submit to the General Assembly at its
thirty-fifth session a full report on its work;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to render all necessary
assistance to the Ad Hoc Co~mittee, including the provision of summary records.

Jj Resolution S-10/2, para. 64 (b).

8/ Official Hecords of the General Assembly, Thirty,-fourth Session,
Supplement Eo. 29 (A/34/29L .

2/ Jbid., Supplement Ho. 45 (A/34/45 and Corr.l).
/".
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B

The General Assembly,

Recalling the recommendations contained in paragraphs 34 and 35 of the report
of th-e Neeting of Littoral and Hinterland States of the Indian Ocean,

1. Decides to enlarge the Ad Hoc Corr~ittee on the Indian Ocean by the
addition of new members to be appointed by the President of the General Assembly
on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc COIDEittee'

2. Invites the permanent members of the Security Council and major maritime
users of the Indian Ocean referred to in paragraph 12 (c) of the report of the
Meeting of the Littoral and Hinterland States of the Indian Ocean that have not yet
done so to serve on the expanded Ad lIoc Committee;

3. Decides to convene a Conference on the Indian Ocean during 1981 at
Colombo, Sri Lanka, for the implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean
as a Zone of Peace as contained in General Assembly resolution 2832 (XXVI);

4. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to undertake the preparatory work for the
convening of the Conference~ including consideration of appropriate arrangements
for any international agreement that may ultimately be reached for the maintenance
of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace, as referred to in paragraph 3 of resolution
2832 (XXVI), and to hold its preparatory sessions at United Nations Headquarters
in New York and at least two such sessions) including the final one~ in Mauritius;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to make the necessary provision for the
Conference, including the essential background information, relevant documentation
and sQmmary records, and to render all necessary assistance to the expanded Ad Hoc
Committee, including the provision of summary records and interpretation in the
languages of the General Assembly, as required.
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L The item entitled "Horld Disarmament Conference: report of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the v.!orld Disarmament Conference!1 1,ras included in the provisional
agenda of the thirty-fourth session in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 33/69 of 14 December 1978.

2. At its 4th plena~r meeting, on 21 September 1979, the General Assembly,
on the recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item
in its agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee.

3. At its 3rd meeting, on 1 October, the First Committee decided to hold a
combined general debate on the items allocated to it relating to disarmament,
namely, items 30 to 45, 120 and 121. The general debate on these items took
place at the li·th to 30th meetings, from 16 October to 5 November
(A/C.l/34/pv.4-30).

4. In connexion with item 40, the First Committee had before it the following
documents:

(a) Report of the Ad Hoc COlJll1littee on the Uorld Disarmament Conference', y

(b) Letter dated 6 July 1979 from the Permanent Representative of
Sri Lanka to the United Nations addressed to the Secreta~r-General,

transmitting the documents of the '!inisterial Meeting of the
Co-·ordinating Bureau of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from
4 to 9 June 1979 (A/34/357);

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session,
~uppl~ment No. 28 (A/34/28).

79-3418'1 / •..
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(c) Letter dated 1 October 1979 from the Permanent Representative
of Cuba to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General,
transmitting the Final Declaration of the Sixth Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at
Havana drom 3 to 9 September 1979 (A/34/S42).

S. On 14 November, Burundi, Peru, Poland, Spain and Sri Lanka sutmitted a
draft resolution (A/C.l/34/L.22~whichwas subseQuently also sponsored by
Mongolia and Viet Nam. The draft resolution was introduced by the representative
of Sri Lanka at the 3Sth meeting, on IS November.

6. At its 40th meeting, on 23 November, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.1/3)I!L.22 "ithout a vote (see para. 7).

REco~~mNDATION OF THE FIRST CO/1MITTEE

7. The First Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of
the following draft resolution:

World Disarmament Conference

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 2833 (XXVI) of 16 December 1971, 2930 (XXVII) of
29 November 1972, 3183 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, 3260 (XXIX) of
9 December 1974, 31,69 (xxx) of 11 December 1975, 31/190 of 21 December 1976,
32/89 of 12 December 1977 and 33/69 of 14 December 1978,

Reiterating its conviction that all peoples of the world have a vital
interest in the success of disarmament negotiations and that all States should
be in a position to contribute to the adoption of measures for the achievement
of this goal,

Stressing anew its conviction that a world disarmament conference,
adequately prepared and convened at an appropriate time, could promote the
realization of such an aim and that the co-operation of all nuclear-weapon
Powers would considerably facilitate its attainment,

Taking note of the report of the Ad Hoc Corr~ittee on the World Disarmament
Conference, ?J

Recalling that, in paragraph 122 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session of General Assembly, 2/ it decided that, at the earliest appropriate
time, a world disarmament conference should be convened with universal
participation and with adequate preparation,

?j Resolution S-10/2.

I ...
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1. Notes with satisfaction that in its report to the General Assembly
the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference stated the following:

"Having regard for the important requirements of a world disarmament
conference to be convened at the earliest a~propriate time, with universal
participation and with adequate nreparation, the General Assembly may wish
to decide that, after its second special session devoted to disarmament,
a world disarmament conference would take place as soon as the necessary
consensus on its convening has been reached 11

; }/

2. Renews the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee;

3. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to maintain close contact with the
representatives of the States possessing nuclear weapons in order to remain
currently informed of their attitudes, as well as with all other States, and
to consider any possible relevant proposals and observations which might be
made to the Committee, especially having in mind paragraph 122 of the Final
Document of the Tenth Special Session;

4. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to submit a report to the General Assembly
at its thirty-fifth session;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-fifth session
the item entitled "Horld Disarmament Conference".

3/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 28 (A/34/28), para. 15.




