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JOINT U.S.-U.S.S.R.
COMMUNIQUE, VIENNA,
JUNE 18

By mutual agreement, President of
the United States of America Jimmy
CJ.rt~r ~;;j Gener2.1 Secre~:'!fY of the
CPSU [Communist Party of the Soviet
Union] Central Committee and Presi
dent of the Presidium of the USSR
Supreme Soviet Leonid I. Brezhnev
held meetings in Vienna, Austria, from
June 15 to June 18, 1979. President
Carter and President Brezhnev con
ducted their discussions with the par
ticipation of:

On the American side, Cyrus
Vance, Secretary of State of the
United States of America; Harold
Brown, Secretary of Defense of the
United States of America; Zbigniew
Brzezinski, Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs; and
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General David Jones, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

On the Soviet side, A. A. Gromyko,
Member of the Politburo of the CPSU
and Minister of Foreign Affairs; D. F.
Ustinov, Member of the Politburo of
the CPSU and Minister of Defense; K.
U. Chernenko, Member of the Politbu
ro of the CPSU and Secretary of the
Central Committee of the CPSU; and
Marshal N. V. Ogarkov, First Deputy
Minister of Defense of the USSR and
Chief of the General Staff of the
Armed Forces of the USSR.
I Also participating in the talks were:

On the American side, George Seig
nious, Director of the Arms Control
and Disarmament Agency; Hamilton
Jordan, Assistant to the President;
Jody Powell, Assistant to the Presi
dent; Malcolm Toon, Ambassador of
the United States of America to the
USSR; and Ralph Earle, Chief of the
US Delegation at the Strategic Arms
Limitation Talks.

On the Soviet side, A. M. Aleksan
drov, Assistant to the General Secre
tary of the Central Committee of the
CPSU; L. M. Zamyatin, Section Chief
of the Central Committee of the
CPSU; G. M. Korniyenko, First Dep
uty Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
USSR; A. F. Dobrynin, Ambassador
of the USSR to the United States of
America; V. G. Komplektov, Member
of the Collegium of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the USSR; and
V. P. Karpov, Chief of the USSR
Delegation at the Strategic Arms Lim
itation Talks.

President Carter and President
Brezhnev signed the Treaty on the
Limitation of Strategic Offensive
Arms. Basic issues of US-Soviet rela
tions and pressing international prob
lems were also discussed. The
exchange of views was characterized
by the desire to expand mutual under
standing and to find mutually accept
able solutions to problems of interest
to both sides. In their discussions they
devoted special attention to reducing
the risk of war through further limits
on strategic arms and through other
endeavors in arms limitation and disar
mament.

The two sides expressed their appre
ciation to the Government of Austria
for its hospitality and for providing all
necessary facilities for the success of
the meetings.

I. General Aspects of lJS-Soviet
Relations

There is agreement between the
sides that the state of relations between

the United States and the Soviet Union
is of great importance for the funda
mental interests of the peoples of both
countries and that it significantly af
fects the development of the interna
tional situation as a whole.
Recognizing the great responsibility
connected with this, the sides have
expressed their firm intent to continue
working toward the establishment of a
more stable and constructive founda
tion for US-Soviet relations. To this
end, the two sides acknowledged the
necessity of expanding areas of coop
eration between them.

Such cooperation should be based
on the principles of complete equality,
equal security. respect for sovereignty
and non-intervention in each other's
internal affair:,. and snould f:.cilitate
the relaxation of international tension
and the peaceful conduct of mutually
beneficial relations between states, and
thereby enhance international stability
and world peace.

The sides reaffirmed their convic
tion that full implementation of each
of the provisions of the "Basic Princi
ples of Relations between the United
States of America and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics" as well as
other treaties and agreements conclud
ed between them would contribute to
a more stable relationship between the
two countries.

The two sides stressed the impor~

tance of peaceful resolution of dis
putes, respect for the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of states, and of
efforts so that conflicts or situations
would not arise which could serve to
increase international tensions. They
recognize the right of the peoples of
all states to determine their future
without outside interference.

Recognizing that an armed world
conflict can and must be avoided, the
sides believe that at the present time
there is no more important and urgent
task for mankind than ending the arms
race and preventing war. They ex
pressed their intention to make every
effort to attain that goal. To that end,
they also recognized the value of con
sultation between themselves and with
other governments, at the United Na
tions and elsewhere, in order to pre
vent and eliminate conflict in various
regions of the world.

The sides note with satisfaction the
growing practice of contacts between
government officials of the USA and
the USSR in the course of which key
questions of US-Soviet relations and
pressing international issues are dis
cussed. The process of developing use
ful ties between the US Congress and
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the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and
of exchanges between non-govern
mental organizations is continuing.

The talks again confirmed the spe
cific significance of personal meetings
between the leaders of the USA and
the USSR in resolving the basic ques
tions in the relations between the two
states. In principle, it has been agreed
that such meetings will be held in the

.future on a regular basis, with the
understanding that the specific timing
will be determined by mutual iigree
ment.

Agreement has also been reached on
broadening the practice of consulta
tions and exchanges of opinion be
tween representatives of the sides on
other levels.

n. Limitations of Nuclear and Conven
tional Arms

The two sides reaffirmed their deep
conviction that special importance
should be attached to the problems of
the prevention of nuclear war and to
curbing the competition in strategic
arms. Both sides recognized that nu
clear war would be a disaster for all

. mankind. Each stated that it is not
striving and will not strive for military
superiority, since that can only result
in dangerous instability, generating
higher levels of armaments with no
benefit to the security of either side.

Recognizing that the USA and the
USSR have a special responsibility to
reduce the risk of nuclear war and
contribute to world peace, President
Carter and President Brezhnev com
mitted themselves to take major steps
to limit nuclear weapons with the ob
jective of ultimately eliminating them,
and to complete successfully other
arms limitation and disarmament nego
tiations.

SALT. In the course of the meeting,
President Carter and President Brezh
nev confirmed and signed the Treaty
Between the USA and the USSR on
the Limitation of Strategic Offensive
Arms, the Protocol thereto, the Joint
Statement of Principles and Basic
Guidelines for Subsequent Negotia
tions on the Limitation of Strategic
Arms and the document entitled
Agreed Statements and Common Un
derstandings Regarding the Treaty
Between the USA and USSR on the
Limitation of Strategic Offensive
Arms.

At the same time, the sides again
stressed the great significance of the
Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-Bal
listic Missile Systems and strict com
pliance with its provisions and of other
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agreements previously concluded be
tween them in the field of strategic
arms limitations and reducing the dan
ger of nuclear war.

Both sides express their deep satis
faction with the process of the negotia
tions on strategic arms limitations and
the fact that their persistent effor b [or
many years to conclude a new treaty
have been crowned with success. This
treaty sets equal ceilings on the nucle
ar delivery systems of both sides; to
begin the process of reductions it re
quires the reduction of existing nuclear
arms; to begin to limit the threat repre
sented by the qualitative arms race it
also places substantial constraints on
the modernization of strategic offen
sive systems and the development of
new ones.

The new Treaty on the Limitation
of Strategic Offensive Arms and the
Protocol thereto represent a mutually
acceptable balance between the inter
ests of the sides based on the principles
of equality and equal security. These
documents are a substantial contribu
tion to the prevention of nuclear war
and the deepening of detente, and thus
serve the interests not only of the
American and Soviet peoples, but the
aspirations of mankind for peace.

The two sides reaffirmed their com
mitment strictly to observe every pro
vision in the treaty.

President Carter and President
Brezhnev discussed questions relating
to the SALT III negotiations and in
this connection expressed the firm in
tention of the sides to act in accord
ance with the Joint Statement of
Principles and Basic Guidelines for
Subsequent Negotiations on the Limi
tation of Strategic Arms.

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. It
was noted that there has been definite
progress at the negotiations, in which
the UK is also participating, on an
international treaty comprehensively
banning test explosions of nuclear
weapons jn any environment and an
associated protocol. They confirmed
the intention of the USA and the
USSR to work, together with the UK,
to complete preparation of this treaty
as soon as possible.

Non-proliferation. The two sides
reaffirmed the importance they attach
to nuclear non-proliferation. They
consistently advocate the further
strengthening of the regime of non
proliferation of nuclear weapons and
confirm their resolve to continue to
comply strictly with the obligations
they have assumed under the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear

Weapons. They stressed the impor
tance of applying comprehensive in
ternational safeguards under the
International Atomic Energy Agency
and pledged to continue their efforts
to strengthen these safeguards.

They noted the profound threat
posed to world security by the pi oM
eration of nuclear weapons, and
agreed that the states already possess
ing nuclear weapons bear a special
responsibility to demonstrate restraint.
To this end, they affirmed their joint
conviction that further efforts are
needed, including on a regional basis,
and expressed the hope that the con
clusion of the SALT Il Treaty will
make an important contribution to
ward non-proliferation objectives.

Both sides further committed them
selves to close cooperation, along with
other countries, to insure a successful
conclusion to the Non-Proliferation
Treatv Review Conference in 1980,
and c~lIed upon all states which have
not already done so to sign and ratify
the Non-Proliferation Treaty.

Vienna Negotiations. President
Carter and President Brezhnev em
phasized the great importance the
sides attached to the negotiations on
the mutual reduction of forces and
armaments and associated measures in
Central Europe in which they are par
ticipating with other states. A reduc
tion of the military forces of both sides
and the implementation of associated
measures in Central Europe would be
a major contribution to stability and
security.

ASAT. It was also agreed to contin
ue actively searching for mutually ac
ceptable agreement in the ongoing
negotiations on anti-satellite systems.

Conventional Arms Transfers. The
two sides agreed that their respective
representatives will meet promptly to
discuss questions related to the next
round of negotiations on limiting con
ventional arms transfers.

Chemical Weapons. The two sides
reaffirmed the importance of a gener
al, complete and verifiable prohibition
of chemical weapons and agreed to
intensify their efforts· to prepare an
agreed joint proposal for presentation
to the Committee on Disarmament.

Radiological Weapons. President
Carter and President Brezhnev were
pleased to be able to c.onfirm that
bilateral agreement on major elements
of a treaty banning the development,
production, stockpiling and ).lse of ra
diological weapons has been reached.
An agreed joint proposal will be pre-
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sented to the Committee on Disarma
ment this year.

Indian Ocean. The two sides agreed
that their respective representatives
will meet promptly to discuss the re
snmption of the talks on questions con
cerning arms limitation measures in
the Indian Ocean.

Other Questions of Arms Limitations
and General Disarmament. In discuss
ing other questions connected with
solving the problems of limiting the
arms race and of disarmament, the
sides expressed their support for the
Final Document adopted at the Spe
cial Session of the UN General Assem
bly on Disarmament. The sides noted
their support for a second special ses
sion of the UN General Assembly de
voted to disarmament and for that
session to be followed by the convoca
tion of a World Disarmament Confer
ence with universal participation,
adequately prepared and at an appro
priate time.

The USA and the USSR will con
tinue to cooperate between themselves
and with other member states of the
Committee on Disarmament with its
enlarged membership for the purpose
of working out effective steps in the
field of disarmament in that forum.

In summing up the exchange of
views on the state of negotiations be
ing conducted between the USA and
the USSR, or with their participation,
on a number of questions connected
with arms limitation and disarmament,
the sides agreed to give new impetus
to the joint efforts to achieve practical
results at these negotiations.

Ill. International Issues

There was a broad exchange of
views on major international issues.
The sides expressed their support for
the process of international detente
which in their view should become
increasingly specific in nature and
spread to all areas of the globe, thus
helping to promote increased interna
tional stability.

President Carter and President
Brezhnev devoted particular attention
to situations of tension which compli
cate the international situation and in
terfere with positive developments in
other areas. The two sides believe that
all states must conduct themselves
with particular responsibility and re
straint in order to contribute to the
elimination of present situations of ten
sion and to prevent new ones from
arising.
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The two sides noted the importance
of increasing international cooperation
on such global issues as the promotion
of worldwide economic development,
the protection of the environment, and
the peaceful use of space and the
world Gcear. for ~he benefit of 3.!l T!'!an
kind. They expressed their support for
'the efforts of the developing countries
to deal with the problems they face.

Noting the important role of the UN
as an instrument for maintaining peace,
security and the development of inter
national cooperation, the USA and the
USSR confirm their intention to pro
mote the improvement of the effec
tiveness of this organization on the
basis of the UN Ch;ner.

The sides noted with satisfaction the
positive developments which have
taken place in recent years with re
spect to the situation on the European
continent. They underscored the sig
nificance of the Final Act of the Con
ference on Security and Cooperation
in Europe. The two sides agreed that
continuation of the CSCE process is
important .to promote security and co
operation in Europe. They called at
tention to the need for full imple
mentation of all the provisions of the
Helsinki Final Act. The USA and the
USSR will work to facilitate a con
structive meeting of the representa
tives of the participating states of the
All-European Conference, which is
scheduled to take place in 1980 in
Madrid.

Each side reaffirmed its interest in a
just,· comprehensive and lasting peace
in the Middle East and set forth its
position on ways and means of resolv
ing the Middle East problem.

There was an exchange of views
concerning developments in Africa.
They noted some normalization of
the situation in certain areas of that
continent, and the efforts of the inde
pendent states of Africa toward
cooperation, economic development
and peaceful relations and tne positive
role in this respect of t:Ie Organization
of African Unity. They also indicated
their respective views regarding the
situation in Southern Africa.

The sides recognized the impor
tance to world peace of peace and
stability in Asia. They agreed that the
independence, sovereignty and territo
rial integrity of all nations in the area
must be fully respected. They also
indicated their respective views re
garding the situation in Southeast
Asia.

IV. Cooperation in Bilateral Matters

The importance of cooperation be
tween the USA and the USSR on the
basis of mutual benefit, in accordance
with the agreements which exist be
tween the two countries, was empha
sized. Tne sides rook nore of positive
developments in the wide range of
cultural, academic, scientific and tech
nical exchange programs, which are
continuing between the two countries.

Proceeding on the established prin
ciples of equality, reciprocity and mu
tual benefit as the basis for the conduct
of such programs, the sides reaffirmed
their commitment to continue and in
tensify cooperation in these areas.

The two sides confirmed that eco
nomic and commercial relations repre
sent an important element in the
development of improved bilateral
ties. Both sides stated their position in
favor of strengthening these relations,
and recognized the necessity of work
ing toward the elimination of obstacles
to mutually beneficial trade and finan
cial relations. The two sides expressed
their determination to encourage the
relevant organizations and enterprises
in their respective countries to enter
into mutually beneficial commercial
agreements and contracts on a long
term basis.

President Carter and President
Brezhnev expressed mutual satisfac
tion with the results of the talks which
were held. They are convinced that
the deepening of mutual understanding
between the sides on several issues as a
r("sult of the meeting and the consist
ent implementation of the agreements
which have been reached will facili
tate the development of US-Soviet re
btions and represents a joint contribu
tion of the two countries to strength
ening detente, international security
and peace.

JIMMY CARTER

President of the
United States of America

L. BREZHNEV

General Secretary, CC CPSU
President of the Presidium
of the Supreme Soviet o[
the USSR

June 18, 1979


