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Letter dated 6 July 1979 from the Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka
to the United Nations. addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit herewith the following documents of the
Ministerial Beeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau of Non-Aligned Countries, held
at Colombo from 4 to 9 June 1979:

Final communique (annex I);

Implementation of the Colombo Action Programme for
among Non-Aligned and other developing countries:
co-ordinating countries (annex 11);

Economic Co-operation
reports of the

Resolution of thanks to the Government and people of Sri Lanka as the
host country (annex Ill);

Keynote address by His Excellency J. R. Jayewardene, President of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, made at the inaugural session
of the Meeting (annex IV).

I would be gratefUl if you would kindly have these documents published and
circulated as a document of the General Assembly under items 12, 14, 18, 21, 22,
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 39, 40, 42, 45, 46, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 68, 69, 70,
71,73,75,80,82,86,87,91,92,94 and 116 of the preliminary list.

(Signed) B. J. FERNANDO
Permanent Representative

Chairman of the Co-ordinating Bureau
of Non-Aligned Countries
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I. POLITICAL MATTERS

A INTRODUCTION

1. The Co-ordinating Bureau of Non-Aligned Countries met at the level of

Ministers of, foreign Affairs in Colombo, Sri Lanka from 4 to 9 June 1979. The

Bureau,assessed the implementation of the decisions and Action Programme for

Economic Do-operation among Non-Aligned Countries adopted at the fifth Conference

of Heads of Sta~e or Government and reviewed the international situation and

the role played by the policy of non-alignment and the Movement of non-aligned

countries. It also considered the preparations for the Sixth Conference of

Heads of State or Government to be held in Havana, Cuba in September 1979.

2. The following members of the Bureau participated:

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Botswana, Cuba, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iraq,

Jamaica, Liberia, Niger, Nigeria" Palestine Liberation Organization, Peru,.
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syriart Arab Republic, United Republic of Tanzania, Viet Nam,

YugoslaVia, Zaire, Zambia.

3. The following full members of the Non-Aligned Movement also participated

in accordance with the Decision of the Colombo Conference of Heads of State or

Government: lcrgentina, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Burma, Cape Verde, Congo,

Cyprus, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia,

Gabon, Gh~'lR, Guinea Bissau, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kampuchea, K"nya, Kuwait,

Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan lerab Jamahiriya,

Mallagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal,

Omart, Panama, Qatar, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,

Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda,

United Arab Emirates, United Fiepublic of Cameroon, Y"men. During the meeting

the ChlUrI'£n ):Jade the following statenont in Ple:-:,',ry:

"'''ith regard to tho ll=ticip,'ltion of Kampuchea in this meeting of

the-Co-ordinatitlg'Bureau consulhtions have been 06nJucted -md are

still proceeding without having reached a oonsensus as yet.

/." ..
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Therefore as long as this consensus is not reached and without

setting a precedent nor prejudging the definite· decision on this

matter neither this questicnnor any other related to Kampuchea

will be raised at the Plenary or at any of the cOIDlllittees."

4. The following liberation movements, Observers in the Non-Aligned Movement,

attended the Meeting on invitation:

Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, African National Congress.

The following Observers and Guests in the Non-Aligned Movement also attended

the Meeting:

Afro-Asian People's Solidarity Organization, Arab League, Islamic Conference,

Grenada, Mexico, Organization of African Unity, Socialist Party of Puerto Rico,

United NatiOlla (Observ"l's), Austria, Committee on the ExGro1so or Inalienable Rights

of Palestinian People, Special Committee of Twenty-Four, Finlnnd, Pakistan,

Philippines, Romania, Special Committee against Apartheid, Sweden, Switzerland,

United Nations Council for Namibia (Guests).

5. At the Inaugural Session, His Excellency ~.R. Jayewardene, President of the

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka delivered the keynote Inaugural

Address. It was the unanimous decision of the Bureau that the text of this

inspiring and thought-provoking Address should be included in the records of the

Ministerial Meeting. The Address w"s acknowledged as an important and valuable

statement on the Role and Policy of Non-Alignment viewed in " historical perspective

and through a philosophical prism. It was agreed that the Bureau derived

invaluable guidance from this in its deliberations ensuring the suocessful

results' of the Ministerial Meeting.

6. The Bureau paid tribute to the outstanding and innovative career of

President J .R. Jayewardene as a national and international statesman and noted

in particular that his principled and enlightened involvement in the field of

international affairs had extended over a period of three decades and was

characterized by a dedication to the cause of peace, the non-violent settlement

of disputes and the development of higher standards of liv1JlB internationally.

The Bureau recalled the deep humanism of President Jayewardene in the post World

War 11 reconstruction of the International Order, his pioneer work in the forums

of UNCTAD for the cause of international interdependence and economio developmont

and his passionate conCern for the cause of disarmament in the interest of

achieving a peaceful and equitable international society.
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7. The Bureau welcomed President Jaynwardene's perceptiYc ~lysis or,the

mainsprings or Non-Ali~e~t ant,his lucid restatement cf th,efundamental principles

and, achievements of the Ncn-Aligned}lovement in his can,,:j,ty.,as Chairman of the

Ncn-Aligned !'!ovement. His call for the unity of the lfuvement and a commitment 'to

specific goals and objectives constituted an articulation, of, the thoughts and

aspirations of the,Peqp~es of~on~uligned Countries which provido the Mbvenent with

its innate dynamiSlI),aod~dieputedinfluence in the internat,ional cOl!ll!lUllity.

8. The Ministerial ~~e~pg ,or~he Co~rdirtati~ Bureau cpnsidered and recommended

the applications of Bolivia" G!"enada,. Iran, Pakistan and Suriname for full, ,lI)emberel't.l.p

of the Non-Aligned I'klvement. The' Bureau nbted that the desire, of" these countries

'to join' the Non-Aligned llovement "as indicative of the gro>ling relevance of the

Movement to contelllPorary international relations and the t,rend reflecting the

d±Stinctive independent and non-bloc role of the Non-Aligned Countries in their

ende1Lvour to create a ne,,~, democratic system of political and econolI)ic relations.

9. The Bureau took, note of the desire of the Organization of the, ,Islamic Conference

to co-operate >lith the Non-Aligned Movement in all mttersrelatlng,te,poli<lles and

principles of non-alignment. The Bureau further recalled that the Organiz~tion of
the Islamic Conference attends meetings of the Non-Aligned Movement in the capacity

er WlIerver.

10. The ministers alsc stressed their satisfaction, that this further confirms, the

ever-widening acceptance o£th" ,policy of non-alignment in all regions of 'the world,

as the broadest and firmect, support and base of'their free social and national

development.

11. The Bureau reaffirmed the fundamental conviction of non-aligned countries that

military pacts concl1i.d,,'\Lin the context of great Pover rivalries are a so=c~' or

tension in internationaLaffairs and seriously undermine the in<iependence, and

sovereignty of nations and expressed the hope that the positive trendto"ards the

dismantling of military alliances would be accelerated loosening the links within

blocs and strengthening1;h-e Il,:m-aligned assertion cf States. In this context,' the

Bureau ~elcomed the dismantling of certain mUltilateral lI)ilitary allianoes such as

CENTO and SEATO. At the.same time th~ BureaU recognized the need tcguard against

ne" arrangements and. interlock.tng'alliances ,-,hich coUld serve the, saJD;S,purposeas

the military pacts of the cold War era,

12. The Bureau agreed that del'pite the many challeng'es faciBi> the non-Aligned.

MOvement, lOhe non-ali"ned, cQuntJ;'ies'-hadrespond.ed positively to the developments

in the international situation and achieved notable results on the basis of the

principles, goals and objectives as well as on the basis of the decisions and

resolutions of previous non-aligned gatherings especially the

Fifth Conference of lle,"do of St,~te ~r (kve=ent of the Uon-:.ligned Countries
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The Non-Aligned rfuvement therefore continues to assert its unique and independont role

maintaining its undisputed influE!!'lce on the course o:frinternational events, on the

basis 'of its unity and autonomy.

l~. The Buroau asserted that while there had been "Tars of aggression,' outbrei3ks of

violence, repression, violations of human rights and other events disruptinb'

international peace and stability in various regions, the main thrust of international

developments since the Conference of Fo~eign Ministers of Non-Aligned Countries in

Belgrade had been to strengthen the st~~le against imperialism, expansionism,

oolonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid, racism including Zionism, exploitation. power

politiCs and all forms and manifestations of foreign occupation, domination and hegemony.

There had .been an increasing realization of the. need to demoCratize decision-mak!nS in

international relations and. to diffuse political and economic power so as to reaUse

the unfettered development of. the genuine independence of States and create the

conditions necessary for a nel< international order "here peace, justice, equality and

international co-operation "ill prevail.'

14. The Bureau noted that the non-aligned. countries had played a significant role at

the thirty-third qession of the.United Nations General Assembly emphasizing their united

co=itment to the principles of non,.alignment and a ded,ication to the progressive

implementation of non-alignedpoli,des wit.h :regaJrdto the issues confronting the

international communitYPClI'ti,.cu:J,arly in the field of decolonizatlon, for the eliJllinatioill

of hotbeds of crises, in disarmament and international security and for the

establishment of the New International Economic Order. The achievement of the

non-aligned countries in ensuring the adoption.of resolutions which endorsed basiC

postulates and principles of non-alignment was welcomed as a concrete expression of

non-aligned unity. The Bureau noted in particular the role of the non-aligned countries

in the United Nations Security Council. It also recognized the effective role of

non-aligned countries in the adoption of ,resolutions on the establishment of a new

international information order and further. strengthening of national information and

mass media systems.

15. Through its meetings held ir. the Unit.ed Nations in New York at the level of

Permanent Representatives, the Bureau lw.c1a.ssiduously fulfilled'its task ot'
co-ordinating the joint activities of the non-aligned countries aimed a.t·implementing

the decisions and programmes of the Non-Aligned Movement within the framework of the

Decision Regarding the Composition .and .1"Jandate of the Co-oI'dina.ting'Buriiau ~doPted

at the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the N6n-Aligned.

Countries.
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16. The increased activities of the Bureau and the expansion of its ranGe

of concerns within the framework of its Mandate reflected the crowing

importance of the Non-Aligned Movement md the leadin:: role it ~Ias called

upon to play in internationcl affairs. It was clso noted that the increased

participation of non-members of the Bureau at Bureau meetin:;s, represented a

l1elcome interest in the work of the Bureau ond demonstrated co-operative effort

to ensure the effective dischcrG~ of the responsibilities of the Bureau based

on cenuine consensus.

17. The Bureau also l1elcomed the increasinG frequency of and active participation

in plenary meetinG~ of Non-Ali:;ned co\'ntries at United Nations Headquarters.

which testified to the readiness of the Non-Alicned countries to contribute

fully to the implementation of the decisions of the 110vement.

18. The Bureau expressed its appreciation for the dedication, efficacy and

strict !1.<lherence to the principles of non-alicnment with which Sri Lcnka hi¥'
been co-ordinatinG the work of the Bureau and the Movement.

13. POLICY OF NON-JlLIGNNENT fJm FURTHER STRENGTHENING OF ITS ROLE

19. ~~c Bureau reViewed and assessed the implementation of the policy of

Non-Alicnment !1.S formulated at previous Summit Conferences, J.linisterial

Conferences ~nd I~etinG~ and' other Non-JuiGned Qitherin~~, particularly at

the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the Non-AliGned

Countries in Colombo (".nd thereafter, at the Belcrc.de Conference. It reaffirms

that the quintessence of non-nlic;nment, in accordance with its oriGinal-principles and essential char~cter, involved the struGGle ab~inst imperialism,

colonialism. neo-colnni~ism, apartheid, racism, includinc zionism

exploitation, GTeat Power and bloc policies, !\Od all forms of foreign

occupation, domination and heG~mony - in other words, the rejection of any

form of subjugation. dependence, intervention and interference, direct or

indirect or pressure be it economic, political, military or cultural in

international relations.

20. Genuine non-alic;nment as an independent non-bloc Clobal factor in

international relations free from GTeat Power and bloc rivalries and influences,

represents a sicnificant develop~nt in mankind's persistent quest for freely

established, peaceful and equitable relations amonc nations irrespective of

size, location or power and a determined rejection of dependent or unequnl

relationships of all kinds whether politicnl, military, economic or cultural.
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21. The Bureau reiterated its faith in one of the cardinal principles and

objectives of non-alignment, namely, the non-membership of military alliances

and the refusal of Non-Aligned countries to participate, directly or indirectly,

in any military or hostile arrangements or interlocking or regional military

glliances conceived by great Pmrers.

22. The Bureau was convinced that Non-Aligned countries would safeguard their

independent judgement and action on international issues only through the

faithful adherence to these principles and objectives focusing on the struggle

for national independance and sovereignty, territorial integrity, equality,

free social and economic development of all countries, non-intervention and

non-interference in the internal and external affairs of States and

self-determination of all peoples under COlonial and alien domination.

23. The Bureau emphasized that in order to maintain the role and influence

of the !,10vement and to continue to achieve success, the members of the

Non-Aligned Movement are under a special obligation to be vigilant, individually

and collectively, against all attempts, covert and overt, to undermine,

subvert or dilute the principles of the Movement. Respect for all the

principles of the Non-Aligned Movement and faithful adherence to them was

required as an indispensable safeguard for strengthening the policy of

genuine non-alignment.

24. In this context the unity and solidarity of non-aligned countries was

acknowledged as beine fundamental in defending the independence an,I strength

of the 1.lovement as also its achievements and in forging toward their further

consolidation. The Bureau stressed that the fundamental principles of

non-alignment had, for almost two decades, gathered together an expanding

group of nations despite their ideological, political, economic, social and

cultural diversity. These nations have alw,\ys been able to strengthen their

role through democratic dialogue, the search for the common denominator and

through the promotion of mutual co-operation, concentration on common goals

and interests, thereby underlining the universal necessity of the application

of these principles in the context of the contemporary world situation. The

durable links forged by non-aligned principles have helped to transcend

differences in the past and should continue to do so, resisting outside pressures

/ .....
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and influence from whatever quarter. In this context any attempts to raise

divisive issues and to exploit·the Movement for narrow national objectives,

jeopardizing the unity and solidarity of the Movement must be resisted.

C. REVIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

25. The Bureau reviewed the current international situation and felt that

there were some positive 'lle'VcJ.oopUClltcsuch "s thu int.onsifi~:)atrucr;').El (Jf

peoples and countries ;for national independence, free development, equal

participation in ihternational life, independence, peace and security and

the rights of peoples and countries to free choice of social and economic

systems. The Bureau considered that despite these developments there

has been a deterioration in the climate of international security, ss a

consequence of a setback in the process of the relaxation of international

tensions. While noting the progress made in the US-USSR negotiations

on the lilnitation of armaments, the Bureau expressed grave concern over

the intensification of the arms race, particularly the nuclear arms race.

The Bureau deplored the growing threat to the independence, sovereignty

and territorial integrity of Non-Aligned countries arising out of

increased efforts by the great powers to seek to enlaz'ge their spheres of

influence. The Bureau reiterated the well-known position of the Non-Aligned

countries that the relaxation of international tensions, if it is to be

stable and durable, must not be limited to relations between power blocs

but become universal and encompass all spheres of international relations

with the participation of all cmllltries.

26. The Bureau reaffirmed its total commitment to ~he achievement of

genuine decolonj.....t1on in non self-governing ~erritories throughout the

world. It deplored the fact that the welcome trend towards the peaceful

transfer of power to the genuine representatives of the people of

Zimbabwe and Namibia has been abruptly reversed by those who want to

cling to the discrerited and inhuman system of racism and apartheid

through the encouragement of vested interests seeking to perpetuate the

status quo.

27. There has been little progress towards resolving the crises in

different parts of the world which pose a serious threat to international

peace and security.

I ...
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28. The Bureau reca.rcl.ecJ it as c. natter of pnrticulrr grdification for the

future strencrth of the Fon-AHQ'led hovement thClt more r.nd more ;!on-Hic;ned

cnd developing countrieS h.'we ?s",erted, their:?erm2.I1'"m'l;, -.sovereienty over

their naturel resources c~d hnve ~chieved notable success in the struggle

for peace, inclepen(l,ence, equ:;.l ;riEhts an,d proeress. At the same time it

noted that the deliberations of the recently concluCIed u~!CTIU) V

demonstrated ,thnt the developed countries persisted in their stubborn refusal

to accept the legitimate aspirations and clemends of the developing countries

~nd resis~ed every effort aimed. at the establishment o['the Ne>' International

Economic Order.

29. The Burep.u th,en ,ex~.mined specific iss\l.es of concern to Non-Aligned

Countries in the light of decisions renched e.t thE> Fifth Conference of

Heads of State or Government.

D. SOUTHillll! l!.FRI CA

'0. The Burez,u recalled that an 1'::traordinary HinistE>rial ,-jeeting of the

Co-ordinating Eurecu uas held in K'\puto from 26 January to 2 February 1979

exclusively to considE>r the ,situation in southern Africa, and to reiterate

the collective solidarity, ~d un1favering support of the Uon-Aligned llovement

for the liberation struggle of the people of southern Africa and the

front-line States.

31. The Bureau reaffirmed the definitivE> reco~nendations contained in the

t~puto Finel Communi~ue for achieving the objectives of the libera~ioh

struC'cle in southern Africa, ancl declared, these to be incohsohance\rith the

highest ideals a.nd principles of the l1on-Aliened Hovement. It further

expressed its appreciation to j\loZambic.ue, ,one of the !cost frontiers of freedom

in southern Africa and a. lllEllllber of the, front_line States, 10Ihich had suffered

great hardship cnd sacrifice in the course of promotinG the just cause of the

liberation movements, for hosting the extr!'.ordinary llinisterial Neeting.

32. Hecallinc the continued identification of the African

contin~nt with non-Qlignm~nt, re~ffirpeu Qt the Fifth Conference of

Hea.ds of state or Govemnont and notin,; th" prOVisions of the

Charter of the Organization of African Unity which enshrined

I ...
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adherence to the policy of non-alignment, the Bureau reasserted the special

concern of the Non-Aligned Movement for the liberation of southern Africa

was a priority consideration. In this context it noted the significance of

the admission of the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) to full

membership of the Non-Aligned I·lovement at the Extraordinary Ileeting of

Non-Aligned Foreign ltinisters held in New York on 2 October 1978. This

event was viewed as symbolic of the Non-Aligned Hovement' s long and

successful crusade against colonialism and a herald of the final elimination

of this scourge from Namibia in particular and from Africa and the world in

general.

33. The Bureau noted with satiSfaction the resolute action taken by Non-Aligned

countries in the united Nations pursuant to the Maputo Meeting. It

regretted, hmTever, that the pace of change in southern Africa had remained

slow due mainly to the immutable racism of the illegal white minority regimes

in southern Africa. The Bureau noted that the people of southern Africa, led

by their national liberation movements, had consistently shmrn their readiness

to negotiate for a peaceful transition t01·rards freedom and independence, and

warned that the perverse refusal of the racist minority regimes to yield

their illegally obtained power and privilege, with the tacit connivance of

their imperialist supporters left the liberation movements no option but to

intensify their armed struggle for the attainment of freedom and independence

of their countries. The Bureau therefore, expressed its full support for the

legitimate armed struggle of the peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa

to achieve their goal.

34. The freedom of the peoples of southern Africa represents the final phase

of the decolonization process in which the Non-Aligned Movement had

played a crucial role. Entrenched in their last bastions, the forces of

imperialism and colonialism supported by those with heavy investments in the

status guo, have proved to be brutal in their repression, ruthless in their

aggression and devious in their diplomacy. The military, technological,

economic and diplomatic support given to the illegal minority racist regimes

by major Western P01,ers encourages them in their defiance of world opinion

leading to the reneging of carefully negotiated agreements, with apparent

impunity.
/ ...
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'5. THe Bureau, having noted with concern the alarming increase in the

sympathy and support given to the minority raoist regimes in southern J.frica,

denounoed, in partioular, the United States of fJUerioa,Franoe, tbe Un~ted KiDgdOm

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, ,the Federal Republio of GermallY, Israel,

Japan, Belgium and Italy for' oollaborating with the regimes by giving them

political, diplomatic, military, economic, material and financial s~pport and
"

for providing South Afrioa lfith the teohnology to d.evelop nuolear lfeapons,

thus perpetua.ting the systems of oppression in these oountries. In the faoe

of these manoeuvres the Bureau emphasized that now, more than ever, there

was a vital need for the Non-f.ligned Countriell to maintain the olosest

possii:le ...nity with one another. To this end Non-Aligned Countries are

oontinuously taking the lead. in promoting equitable oo-operation with all

peaoe-loving, freedom-loving, progressive and demooratic foroes throughout

the world, thereby successfully strengthening their oapaoity to combat the

desperate efforts of imperialism to recover the ground it has lost in recent

years. In this oontext the Bureau weloomed the deoision by Iran to impose an

oil embargo on the raoist regimes and expressed the oonviotion that this

aotion, toeether with the oonsistent moral and material support of the

non-aligned oountries, ',"ould be a souroe of enoouragement to the peoples

of southern Afrioa in their struggle for freedom.

~. The Bureau examined the situation in Southern Rhodesia in the light of
(:,

the formation of an illegal regime ay Ian Smith-Bishop Abel Nuzore>ra as a

result of the sham elections of April 1979. The Bureau oondemned this manoeuvre,

designed to perpetuate White raoist minority rule d.isguised as a black

majority-ruled government. It reaffirmed the position that the formation of

the Smith-Nuzorewa regime· notwithstmding, R."lodesia remained a British oolony

under an illegal and raoist regime, and stated oategorioally that this faoade

oannot oontribute to the real solution of the problem of Rhodesia. The

Bureau oalled upon all States to refrain from according allY reoognition to

the Smith-Muzorewa regime, in accordanoe with the' relevant resolutions of'the

United Nations Security Council. The Bureau expressed serious oonoern over the

reported. moves by the British Government and the United States Senate towards

the recoe;nition of the illegal regime in Southern Rhodesia and unilaterally

lifting sanotions imposed against the rebel colony.

I ...
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37. The Bureau reaffirmed the identity of views between the OAU

and the No,IL""Higned Noveme.nt on th~'~IaYll an<t lnean'S of meeting the

challenges ..p~ed by imperialism ~n, southern- !frica, recalled ,that
: "_"v.. ; .__ " - ,"'. ,.

the liberation" ,s;,truggle in Zil/ll>abwe and elsewhere 'in' southern' Africa

is a con~equence ~r the. process of·dec9loni.zationwhich.the

Non-Aligned ¥.ov.emept,had helped to promote world-~Iide from its

very inception, 90ncludeP,t:l;hattheinsJ;",Uation of the puppet

Muzorewa ret\iimein Zimbabwe,was a direct provocation and an affront .,,-. .

to the lfon-Alil5Jled ~!ovement and .called upon all the members of the

Movement to t~e. all .necessarY economic and diplomatic measures,

both individually and collectively to discourage arry attempt. to

accord any form o.f legitimacy to .the regime .and unilaterallY 1:I:£t

economic sanctions. It strellsed the i~erativeneoessity:of

taking t,W,Il,i>9t,ipn bot1:) aSj ia meanlSof enhancine the- credibility,):

of the Nov~ment,; <md also: in. orqerto make·imperialism pa.~y: an"
unaccepti3.blyllign .price ·for its.)nalefactions.and advehtilrismiil

southe~,Africa.

3$. The._Bureaureaf£i~ditstotal support for the Patriotic! Front· .

whioh is "T/l,e;i.nga hero.ic struggle for .the true,·liberatl.<m and'genUine

independence of Zimbam'le. It commended the Patriotic Front f6r the
positive lltepsit:h~.d taken to conllolidate the unity.of the:lr'iibest'ibn';

movement wh,ich,it was convinced" :was .essential forthe"lIlOre efil'ect1:te
prOllecut,ipp: or the'_ arlged stt'1:lggle ag-,lins:Lthe Smith-Muzorewa regime;'

The BureaBP~edged ,tl}e continuing ,support of the Non-iHgrted Mdveilient'

for the ;1?atl'iotiq-.D:;ont anQ.appealed to allpeace-Qld'freedi:llJlO;loving

countries of ,the"wOJ;'ldto. o.ff.er·and'increa:se their'materii>l .assistance,

political" ..lIl.O:r:»l BIld dipwma'tic support; for 'the intensi'ficationof -tihe

armed. stru,o:gle .,.iI\'JlhpdesJ-aina,ccord-al'lce-wd,th. -the NaputoFinal Cormntinique

39. Tbe.. BJ,U:'eau -r--eaffiI,'lllSd its r.ec~eri\'lation'at ,the Mii.putd Meeting<.cf._",_' , "_' '0- • '.-'- . ," ••

:that the Pa'tri".i;...0"R,,·ont. o~ Zimbabl.fe,sbbul.:d .be"adlnittea to£u11

membership of ,the .Ncn-l\ligned. Nbve.!!I9I'It "as'an eXpreSsion' ,of 'sti:p~ort- 'tor

the libel;'~i9n,st;t;'~gle",1(;l,ged bythepeopleofZi'llibl!.blle:;l;ild''by t'he

Patriotic, Jry:o~t.'.. ,Md.., fOJ: ,the; s:p.eedY:establisbment" 01a;:fi'ee ,:;thdepend~t.

un~tea .. ~dnon~li,o:nedZilll~hwe,
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E. NJllHBIA

40. The Bureau considered the question of Namibia against the background

of the resumed ,t~irty-third session of,the United Nations General Assembly,

recently held :in l'fewYork, at which-the critical situation in Namibia

was most seriously and thoroughly examined. The'Bureau strongly endorsed

the determination by the General Assembly that South JlJrica haq been

deceitful during the protracted negotiations for the holding of free and

fair election~ in Namibia under' United Nations supervision and control,

and that i t ~ras seeking to destroy fMA:PO and impose a puppet regime in

Namibia in contravention of United Nations resolutions; in particular,

Security Council resolutions 345 (1976) and' 435 (1978).

41. The Bureau strongly condemned South Africa for the establishment of

a fraudulent and illegal "national assembly" in Namibia designed to

achieve recognition for its puppets, through whom it intends to perpetuate

its illegal occupation of Namibian territory as well as its exploitation

of the natural resources of the territory. The Bureau also strongly condemned

South Africa for the recent arbitrary arrests and detentions of SWA:PO leaders

and members in its desperate attempt to wipe out the liberation movement and

frustrate the aspirations of the Namibian people for freedom and genuine

national independence.

42. In accoJ;'dance with the NapUto Final ComliJunique and the relevant

resolutions o.r:.theUnited Nations General Assembly and Security Council,

the Bureau calls upon all States to refrain from aocording any reoognition to,

or co-operation with, the illegal "national 'assembly" 'or any regime which

racist Southilfrica,.may ,impOSe upon the Namibian people. The Bureau reatrirlnli

its solidar.ity withSHAPO" the sole and authentic representative of the

Namibian people; in ,its struggl'e for the liberation of Namibia by all means

at its disposal,. Having regard to the' need for intensified armed' struggle,. '.' ",;-.. . .',.'".

in view of South Africa'scfrustration,of efforts at artegotiated settlemem,

the Bureau calls upon: the international community to render irtcreased and

susts,ined materi~l, .f,inancial· and, military support to S\<lAPO.' The Bureau

furthermore strongly:.enqorses the call made on the' SecUrityCouncflby the

General AsfjembJ,y at· its reaumed·Seasi·onon Namibia to convene urgently for
, , .

the purpose of taking enforcement measures against,South Africa, UnderChap~erVf!

of the United Nations Charter, in order to ensure its compliance with the

resolutions and decisions of the United Nations on Namibia.

1 _
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43. The system of apartheid in South Africa ,ras viewed ,rith disgust by the

Bureau as being a gross violation of human dignity and denial of the

inalienable political rights of the people of South Africa. The policy of

bantustans was rejected as a manoeuvre designed to perpetuate apartheid

and to create illegal, artificial entities that are inimical to the basic

interests and rishts of the people.

44. The Bureau viewed as revolting the announcement by the racist South African

regime of plans to establish the so-called Constellation of Southern African States

under its direction. The Bureau condemned this racist manoeuvre

through which the Pretoria regime intended to continue to perpetuate

its domination of the region, create instability and continue to wage wars

of aggression from Namibian and Rhodesian territories against independent

African countries in defence of the vicious and repugnant system of apartheid.

45. The Bureau pledged its full support for the struggle of the oppressed

people of South Africa under their national liberation movement. The Bureau

was confident that no manoeuvre by South Africa will prevent the people of

that country from achieving their goa: of destroying the system of apartheid

and asserting their inalienable rights. The Bureau called on all States to

strictly implement the mandatory arms embargo against South Africa imposed

by the Security Council in its resolution 418 (1977).

46. The Bureau pledged unflinching and continued support to the front-line

States in recognition of the tremendous sacrifices they have made, and the

hardship they continue to endure as a result of the savage aggression on them

by the racist minority regimes in southern Africa. The Bureau condemned this

act of aggression and called on all States to increase the defensive capability

of the front-line States in accordance with Security Council resolution 411

and to continue to extend to them all other necessary material support.

The Bureau recalled Security Council resolution 445 (1979) and reiterated

the indignation of the non-aligned countries over the armed invasions

launched by the Smith regime on Angola, Botswana, l10zambique ani!. Zambia.

The attacks by the Pretoria regime were also condemned, especially the

bonbinr: of Cahama in the People's Republic of l\ngola on 14 ~Iarch 1979 and

the continuing acts of aggression against the front-line States.
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F. MAYOTTE

47. Regarding the prpblem concerning the isle~d of Mayotte, which continues to

be illegally~ccupiedby France, the Bureau expressed active solidarity wit4 the

Republic o~ ~omoros in its legitimate struggle for the freedom of this island

and for safeguarding its independence, its national unity qnd territorial

integrity.

G. ' WESTERN SAHARA J.NJ) OTHER COLONIAL_ ISSUES

48. The Bureau recalled the' ,decision adopted at the Fifth ConferenCE! of

Heads of State ,or Government in Colombo and at,~e Belgrade Conference of

Foreign Ministers of Non-Aligned Countries as ,well as the resolutions adopted

by the last OAU Summit and the thirty-third session of the

United 1htione General Assembly on the question of vJestern Sahara. It then

expressed. ,-,,~ sati,sfaction that the Oi,U, taking into account United Nations

General Assembl~ resolution l514 (XV), had established an ad hoc committee

which is currently actively seized of the matter and hopes to assist in

findillg_ a ,just and permanent solution to the, question with a view to ensuring

the exercize by the people of Western Sahara of their right to self-determination.

H. SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE E,iST

49. The Bureau examined the situation in the Vuddle East, and in particular

the developments in the area since the Belgrade ~linisterial Conference

(July 1978). It noted that the situation in the l'lLddle East continues to

pose an alarming threat to international peace and security, to the extent

that it may lead to a new armed conflict, as a result of Israel's continued,

policy' of aggression and colonial expansion ,. and its refusal to implement the

United' Nations resolutions calling for total withdrawal from the occupied

Palestinian and Arab territories and the, realization of the inalienable

national rights of the Palestir,W..;1 people.

50. The Bureau deems it, necessary to reaffirm the principles and decisions

adopted by the non-aligned conferences with regard to the question of Palestine

and the Middle East problem, particularly since the Israeli aggression in

June 1967. It asserts, in particular that the only solution to thE! question,

of Palestine and the Middle East lies in the application of all of the following

I ..•
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prinoiples jointly and without exoeption~

(a) The question of Palestine is the core of the Middle East

problem and the Arab-Israeli conflict;

(b) There is an intrinsic interrelationship between the problem

of the Middle East and the question of Palestine constitutes

an integral whole both in its oonsideration and in seeking its

solution. Consequently the solution to the latter cannot be

partial, or made applicable to some parties to the confliot or

restrioted to only some causes of the conflict - likewise it

will be impossible to achieve partial peaoe - since peace must

be oomprehensive and inolude all'parties, be just, and

eliminate all causes of the conflict.

(0) 1. just peace in the region can only be aohieved on the basis

of total and unoonditional withdrawal of Israel from all

oocupied Palestinian and Arab territories and restoration to

the Palestinian people of their national, inalienable rights,

inoluding the right to return and to self-determination and

statehood.

(d) The Palestine Liberation Organization is the sole legitimate

representative of the Palestinian people, and is solely entitled

to represent this people and have full and equal participation

in all the international oonferences, activities and fora conoerned

with the question of Palestine and the ~rab-Israeli conflict,,
with a view to realizing the national, inalienable rights of the

Palestinian people. No so~ution shall be oonsidered as

oomprehensive and just unless the Palestine Liberation Organization

partioipates in its formulation and ss an independent party aooepts

it on equal footing with the other parties conoerned.

(e) All measures, installations, settlements, modifications or

changes made by Israel in the political, oultural, religious,

natural, geographical and demographic conditions and features

and whioh tend to change the political and legal status of the

ocoupied Palestinian and 1~ab territories are considered null,

void and illegal.

/ ...
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(f) ~~e Israeli pr$ctice of establishing settlements

in the occupied territories is considered DS an

obstacle to peace and should be rescinded forthWith.

All such settlements are illegal and should be removed.

(g) The Arab City of JerUsalem should be restored to

Arab Sovereignty."

51. The Bureau reiterated the demand made by the 'Fourth Conference of

Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries to all member States,

in conformity with the provisions of Chapter VII of the United J~tions Charter,

that the relevant sanctions should be applied'to the State of Israel and'it

regretted that this objective had still not been achieved although the Bureau

had called on member States of thehovement to ensure their total application.

52. The Bureau also condemned the sale of arms by Israel to South Africa,

as well as the increased military and 'economic links between the two countries

following upon Israel's policy of hostility towards Arab and African peoples,

It noted with concern Israel's,'sales ofsrms 'to other countries, such as those

to the deposed regime in Iran and, at present, the dictatorship of

Somoza in Nicaragua, thus strengthening'the armaments industry in Israel.

5'. It also denounced the attitude of the Government of the United States

of America which provided repressive regimes with arms and military equipment

through thc intermediary of Israel, thereby proving the hypocrisy of its

so-called h~n rights policy.

54. The Bureau noted that United States policy had played, and continues

to play an important role in aggravating the situation 1n the l:iddle East,

and that the United States has persisted in its hostile attitude towards

the rights of the Palestinian people and the total withdrawal from all

occupied Palestinian and Arab territories, a policy contrary to United Nations

resolutions on the question of Palestine and the hiddle East. 'l~is atti tud'e

has become an obstacle to the establishment of a just peace in the region.

The Bureau, therefore, condemns the policies which the United States seeks to

impose on the' region, 'to the detriment of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian

people and the total liberation of occUpied Palestinian and Arab territories.

I ...
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5S', The Bureau noted that certain countries, ))articularly the United States

of Lmerica, continue to ~uppl;l' ,~srael with -aspons and various forms of

assistance. This has helped Israel 'to continue its occupation of

Palestinian and Lrab terrHories,' its denial' of the national inalienable

ri~lts of the Palest~nianpeople and to defy the will of ,the international

community. Such military and financial support by the United states of

Lmerica has recently increased reaching an alarming magnitude, and

coPStituting one o~ the main f~ctors responsible for the continued

dangerous and potentially expiosive situation in the region.

5$. The Bureau reit"rated its support for tne unity of Lebanon both

its people and i.ts ~?r;r'itory and for Hs independence and sovereignty.

It strongly condmned Israel for its delay iD w±thdra~'from

certain are~s still under its occupation and for its cont~~ued and

repea.ea ag[~ession against Lebanon, especially in the southern peaceful

toJns and villageS, thU$, inflicting severe casualties, among innocent

women, old people and children as well as heavy damage to property,

resulting in' the evacuation of,$cores of thousands of. peaceful people

from their homes in the area. It also condemned attempts by Israel to

~etpetuate its occupation of Southern Lebanon through its agents with

the objective of tUldermining the unity of Lebanon and ' the Lebaoeeo'

people and their sovereignty over 'their homeland.' The Bureau called

upon'the Security Council to implement its resolutions on this question,

~specially resolutions 425 and 426, and to take such measures against

Israel as are provided in Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter with

a view tbputting an end to itecaggression against Lebanon and pr.,veniing

further deterioration of the situation in the region.

57,. The Bureau considered that non-aligned principles and objectives

required that non-aligned countries support the Arab States in order

to liberate their territories, and support the Palestinian people to

restore its ,inalienable rights. That support should be reflected in

practical ~u effective measures and attitudes by all member States.

I ...
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58. In this context the ~eau emphasized. the need for continued implementation of

the decisions by the· Colombo Conference of Heads of State or Government (August 1976)

and the Belgrade rliinisterial Conference '.:1uly1978) .. on the severing by non-aligned

countries of all types of political. d.iplomatic., consular,. economic, cultural, sport

and tourist relations and of. all forms ofcollllllunicat~ons, and other links l1ith Israel

at all formal and. non-formal levels. The Bureau called upon non-aligned States which

have not done so to sever all such relations. It also reaffirned. the·decision.~

the Belgrade llinist.erial Conference \~hich called on ,non-aligned countrhs to join' in

the Arab boycott of lsrael and.to,co..ordinate-.their efforts in this area with all.

other Third 1;forld.COUI' ...... ,,<;. ;"" ord.er ~o 1IIIp",,,",en~ the boycott a.eainst all racist.

regimes, particularly those in Palestine and southern Africa.

59. The Bureau noted·once again that statements are made from time to time by

colonialist and imperialist circles uhich threaten to resort to the use of force

against oil-prod.ucing countries especially those in the i>ra,b region, expressed. its

deep concern over their:implications, end condemned them as a disrupting and

destabilizing element in international relations.

60. The Bureau r!;iterll,ted, ;the provisions of the Belgrade Declaration \·,hich stat!3.

that attempts nnd endeav0\il"s by theUnited States of 1'.merica to liquidate the

Palestine issue and its·assistence to Israel in realizing its. expansionist,

imperialistic and racist policy. in occupied Palestine, through encouragement.of

bilateral and partial solutions, ~lOuld not lead to a just solution of the problem.

Therefore, the Bureau cond.emned such policies, lO'.ttempts and. endeavours and :~al1ed

for resistence to them. The Bureau. also stressed the right of the Palestine

Liberation Organization to reject all forms of.settlements, projects and solutiQn~.

aimine. at the liquina.tion of, the Palestine question anddenyiO{( the national rights

of the Palestinian people.

61. The Bureau \ms of the opJ.nJ.on that the Camp David Accords (llld the Peace Treaty

of 26 March 1979 ,:iolated the Decisions and Resolutions of the Non-Aligned 110vement

and the United Nations and appealed to all l'lon-Alicned Hembers not to extend any

recognition to these Accords and Treaty.
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62. In the course of the consideration of the Middle East and Palestine questions,

the Meeting had before it a proposal for the temporary suspension of Egypt from

the Membership of the Non-Aligned Movement. During the consultations the Bu:reau

Members felt that it was beyond their competence to deal with this matter.

Accordingly, the Bu:reau left the proposal for the Sixth Conference of Heads of

State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries.

I. QUESTION OF PALESTINE

63. The Bu:reau considered it important in the present context to enphasize that

the question of Palestine is the core of the present conflict in the Middle East,

and denounced all policies of the United States of America that aim at ignoring

the legitimate, national and inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, the

non-recognition or the Palestine Liberation Organization, as being the a~le

legitimate representative of the Palestine people, and imposing partial or

bilateral solutions.

64. The Ministerial Meeting endorsed the Co-ordinating Bu:reau's Communiques

of 7 March and 3 April 1979, issued at the United Nations on this question and

reiterated that a solution to the Palestine question must be within the framework

of the United Nations and its Charter and on the basis of United Nations

resolutions and non-aligned decisions. -,,.
65. The Bu:reau recalled that the Conference of Foreign Ministers held in

Belgrade, 25-30 July 1978, condemned the policies of the United States of America

and its attempts and end.eavours to liquidate the question of Palestine through

encouragement of bilateral agreements and partial solutions. The Bureau condemns

all parties to such agreements and stresses the right of the

Palestine Liberation Organization to reject all forms of settlements, projects

and solutions aiming at the liquidation of the question of Palestine and the

denial of the national inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

66. The Bureau recalled that the United Nations General Assembly in its

resolution 33/28 declared: that the validity of agreements purporting to solve the

problem of Palestine requires that they be within the framework of the United Nations

and its Charter and its resolutions on the basis of the full attainment and exorcize
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of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including the right of

return and the right to national independence and sovereignty in Palestine,

and with the participation of the Palestine Liberation Organization.

67. The Bureau deolares all agreements which do not meet the said requirements

as null and void, and calls upon all members to support the Palestinian people

under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization, in its struggle,

in all military and political forms, by all means, against the zionist racist

occupation of Palestine until it fully attains and exercises its national

inalienable rights, a prerequisite to the establishment of a just and

comprehensive peace in the Middle East.

68. 'l'he Bureau notes with grave concern that particularly since. the agreement

on the Camp David Lccords among Egypt. Israel tind the United Staus of America

in September 1978, Israel has intensified the implementation of~its

policy of annexing occupied Palestinian territory. includ.'.ng Jerusalem, and

establishing paramilitary Zionist settlements thereon, thus introducing new

elements which will exacerbate the already explosive situation and further

threaten international peace and security.

69. The Bureau condemns Israel and demands .aJl immediate halt to this policy

and the dismantling of existing settlements.

70. The Bureau expresses very serious concern over the fact that significantly

since the conclusion of the Israel-Egypt treaty in March 1979, Israel has

escalated its continuous' criminal attacks on Palestinian refugees in South Lebanon

with the aim of eliminating them - a virtual genocide of the Palestinian people.

These acts of aggression by air, sea and land, utilizing the most sophisticated

weaponry supplied by the Government of the United States resulted in the death

of hundreds of innocent Palestinian and Lebanese civilians and the dispersion

of hundreds of thousands of men, women and children.,
71. The Bureau calls upon all member States to condemn Israel and to demand

that the Security Council take measures against Israel in accordance with the

provisions of the United Nations Charter, and in particular, measures provided

for in Chapter VII.
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72. The Bureau notes with regret that the ~ecurity Council has failed to consider

and take a decision on the recommendations of the United Nations General Assembly

concerning the inalienable rights of the Palestini~ psople, as stipulated by

General Assembly resolution 33/28A (paras. 8 tmd 9). The Burenu 'urges, the Secwny

Council to consider those recommendations as soon as possible. In this context

the Bureau recalls the decisions of the Ministerial Conference in Belgrade calling

for the convening of a Special Session to consider the question of Palestine, with

a view to adopting measures leading to the implementation of United Nations

resolutions relevant to the withdr~w"l of Israel from the illog"l occupied
Palestinian and other Arab territories, including Jerusalem, and the realization

of the national inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

73. It welcomes'the decision of the United Nations General Assembly to authorize

and request the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian people, to consider the situation and to make the suggestions it deems

appropriate.

74. The Bureau deplored the decision of the Government of Canada to instal its

embassy in Jerusalem, and considered this decision as a flagrant violatron of the

'relevant resolutions of the United Nations General bssembly and Security Council.

J. CYPRUS

75. The Bureau welcomed the 10 points agreement reached on 19 May 1979 between

the President of the Republic of Cyprus, Mr. Kyprianou, and the Leader of the

TUrkish Cypriot Community, Mr. Denktas, under the auspicos of the United Nations

Secretary-General, and expressed the hope that theintercommunal talks to be resumed

on 15 June 1979, on the ,basis of the aforementioned agreement, will be meaningful

and constructive and will lead soon to a mutually acceptable solution in accordance

wi th the principles of the United Ne.tions and the Non-Aligned Movement. At the same

time' the Bureau expressed its grave concern that part of Cyprus remains still under

foreign military occupation Bnd called for the imrnediatewithdrawal of all foreign

'armed forces and every other foreign military presence 8l1d stressed the urgent need

for the safe roturn of all refugees to their homes, respect for the hum8l1 rights

of all Cypriots, including the tracing and accounting for those missing, and

non-interference in the demographic structure of the Republic of Cyprus. The Bureau
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called uport'nll St~tes to rospect the inee~ehjenco. sovereisnty, territorial

integrity and ~on-~licn~ent of the Republic of Cyprus onc in this context re~ffi%rned

',the right oftho rtepublic'and thepeoplecf Cyprus to full and effective soverei{nty

and ccntrol over th~ occupied territcryand its 'natural and other resources.'

76. The Burcau reaffi~oed the Declarations ~dopted so far by the ~on-Aligned

gathorincs on the question of Cyprus e.nd in particular the Belgrade' Dechrotion et
July 1978. In this regard, the Bureau called for the i!:'~ediate inple:mntaticn of

the United ;,ations resolutions'on Cyprus a"ld c,o're particularly resolution 3212(XXIX)

,;mminously adopted by the General Lsse:1bly and end'orsed t,y Security Councii

r;solution 365 (1974).
77 ~ The proposal of the Prosident of Cyprus for the total deC1ili tarizetion ana

dis::lrr'S'-,el1t of Cyprus >:as ,,'01co'.1ed !lS a significant contribution to the sea.rch fer

c. soluti.on in Cyprus. The Bureau docided that the ContE'ct Group' of~:on-!.ligncd

Countries should continue to xeep the situation under review ao as to'f~cilitate

the 'continuing search for a. soluticn.

78. The Bureau expressed its deep regret at the continuing' tension in the region.

It called fer the re~oval of the causes for the crisis situetions and the

eli::lination of outside i.ntcrference as \-lGll as the reouetion of tension end ar::led
\ '

forces in the region. The Bureau re-enphasized that the secu~ity of ZUrope, the

::idcle Zl1St a.nd the :teoltcrr:mean :,rc ip_t'crrc1:.ted and it wae therefore "inperative

to find just and lasting solutions to the conflicts in the ar~.

79. The Bureau reitcrz.ted i'cs suppo:-t for the transformation of the area into ,a

Zone of Pe~ce ar.d Co-op2ration. In this context the Bureau applauded the courageous

~ction of N~lta in eli~inatingforci~~ilitary bases fron }~~lta with effect fron

31 ~arch 1979 in the full CX8~:jZ0 of its sovereignty, and pledged the support of

the 1':on-J>lign8d' c01il1tries to ;Ial tz.. In pc.rticul~.r the Bure~u recoi!l.':lends to :~e::bcr

Shtes froD whot:: ;;".lte, has requestsd ecoilotlic, finanoial end political guarentees,

in order to preserve its sovereignty "-ne non-aligned statue after 31 :'.:arch 1979, to

t~(e the necessary decisions without further delay c.nd to provide such guarantees

I ...
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as are being requested so that t1alta r s political independence and its

continued commitment to peace and stability in the Mediterranean will be

assured.

80. The Bureau stressed the need to strengthen~co~~cratio~onr,.the.

Mediterranean countries. In this connexion the Bureau recOIlllll£inds 'ctha.t 'a

meeting be called during 1980 between the Mediterranean

states of the Non-Aligned Movement and the Mediterranean States participating

in the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe to launch projects of

co-operation and to prepare for the Madrid Meeting 0f the Conference.

81. The Bureau reiterated its conviction that the efforts to normalize

relations an~ consolidate the foundations of equal co-operation, transcend

divisions between bloes nnd military pach and broa:den detente in E=pe i

'canhotyield durable results, .un1css they are e,xtended to other regions., - , .
The Bureau notes with satisfaction the fruitful co-operation and joint

efforts of the non-aligned and. neutral countries of Europe within the

framework of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe.

The Bureau expresses its conviction that the continued co-operation of·

these countries will contribute to the successful preparations and results

of the forthcoming Madrid Meeting of the Conference on Security and

Co-operation in Europe, so that it ensures a greater contribution of

European countries to the just settlement of global problems, particularly

those.. of developing countries decolonization, disarmament and other.

1. , INDIAN OCEAN

82. .'l'he BUreau deplored the reported decision by the Unite<;l States to

establish a Fifth Fleet and the strengthening of existing military bases

such as Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. It also noted with deep concern

the deplQyment of United States neval units in the Arabian sea in connexion

with the recent developments in the area. These and other similar acts of

coercion, provocation and.manoeuvI'es· as well as the escalation of the

repeated United States threats against oil-producing countries especially

in the Arab Gulf constitute a direct threat to the independence, security

and stability of the littoral and hinterland States. The objectives of the

Declaration on the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace adopted by the

United Nations General Assembly in 1971 were to free this region nf great

power rivalries and competition for influence which resulted in increasing

military presence threatening the peace and stability of the are~

I ...
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B5. The Burenu therefore nffirood thnt the pX<Jsence in the Indian Oce= and

its natur1.\l extensions of foreign bnses, militnry installations and

logistical supply f1.\cilities, nuclear weapons, weapons' of mass destruction

and f1.nYt41nifestatiort of grent Power military presence conceived in the

context of great PmlOr rivalries oonstituted a flagrant violation of the

Declaration of the Indian Ocean ns n Zone of Peace. The Bureau eJ<Pressed

satisfaction that certain littore~ and hinterland States have withdrawn

from membership in military alliances and pacts conoeived in the context

of great Power rivalries.

84. It is a Cause of great'regret that, despite the expre~sed wishes of

the littoral and hinterland St",tes, great Power milite~y presence in the

Indien Oceen inst~~d of decreasing, has actually increased over the years.

Most recent developments indicate that the great Powers intend to intens1t,r

their rivalry in the area and to stntion mlitary and naval forces on a

permanent basis. These unfortunate developments correspond to a setback

in the relaxation of international tensions and to the intensification of

the arcs race between the great Powers. Consequently, contrary to the

principles of peaceful co-eXistence, the great Powers continue to seck and

enlar~ their respective spheres of influence.

8S. The Bureau noted with satisfaction that the Ad Hoc Committee on the

Indian Ocean had nade preparations for a l1eeting of the littoral and

hinterland States of the Indian Ocean to be convened in New York in July 1979

as the next step towards the convening of a Conference on the Indian Ocean.

The hope was expressed that all the States concerned would actively participate

in the deliberations and would contribute significantly towards harmonizing

the comnon position to be taken by the littoral and hinterland States and the

early convening of an international conference. The Bureau deplored the lack

of response from the great Powers. At· the saMe time it noted that the

Uni ted States-Union of Soviet Socialist Republics talks-mJ-the-demHitt.<:i-ization

of the Indian Ocean despite their limited scope had been halted. The Bureau

called upon the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to

forth~dth resune talks which oust be based on the Declaration of the

Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace.

/ ...
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The Bureau also expressed the hope that the great J;'owers and the major

maritime users would co-operate effectively wi~h the Ad Hoc Committee to

implement United' Nations General AsSembly re~olu~ion 2832 (XXVI).

M. •. SITUATION" IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

86. 'l'he Buree.u noted >li th grave concern the rising tensions and conflicts

that have occurred recently in South East Asia which jeopardize peace and

stability in the region.

870 The Bureau expressed the hope that the ellrliest aspirations of the

countries of the region for peace and stability would be :r.ea1:tsad. on the

basis of the Non-Aligned principles of respect for sovereignty,

independence,territorial integrity, non-interference in internal affairs,

non-use of force 'and'non-aggression.

88. The Bureoo expressed the hope that the countries in South East Asia

110uld continue the consultations on the establishment of a zone of peace.

freedom and neutrality in South East Asia.

N. LATIN AMERICAN ISSUES,

89. The :Bureau reaffirmed its solidarity >lith the continuing struggle

of the peoples of Latin America against political and economic aggression

and expressed its unconditional support for peoples struarling to safeguard

their national sovereignty, recover control of their natural resouroes

and change the political, economic and social structure of their ~ountries

for the benefit of the people of these countries. It noted with satisfaction

the application of the three Latin ~erican countries Bolivia, Grenada and

Suriname to be admitted as full ~embers of the Non-Aligned Movement and

welcomed this as an important advance of the policy of non-alignment in the

region.

90. The Bureau condenned the continuation of the blockade imposed

on Cuba by the United States and called upon the latter to lift the

blockade and to put an end to its continuing efforts to destroy the

Cuban revolution. 'In addition, it supported the right of the Cuban

people to ~e compensated for the considerable material losses brought

about by the aggression and the blockade.

I . .'.
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91; The Bureau also condenmed the continued UniteJi Stll.tcNI ·ocouplltion of· the

territory containing the Guantanamo naval base and called for the immediate

and unconditional withdrawal by the United States from this territory,

which it occupied against the will of the people and Government of Cuba,

and its return to the Cuban people. The Bureau expressed its solidarity

with the Cuban Government and people on this question.

92. The Bureau condenmed the continued existence in Latin America

of territories still subject to colonial domination, once again Called

on the United Nations Committee on lJecolonizati0Il to ensure immediate

application by the "cdlonizing powers of resolution 1514 (XV) of the

United, Nations General Assembly and,:reiterated its solidarity with

the peoples of these territories in their just struggle for self-determination

and independence. Furthermore, it also condenmed the continued attempts to

impose neo-colonialist structures which ,constituted a threat to peace and

security in the region.

93. In the special and particular case of the Malvinas Islands, the Ministers

firmly support the just aspirations of Argentina for the restoration of that

territory to Argentine sovereignty and urge that the negotiations to this'end

be accelerated.

94. The Co-ordinating Bureau duly acknowledged the concern of the

Panamanian nation for the full implementation of the Treaties on the

operation and neutrality of the Panama Canal, signed in 1977, which

must ensure the effective exercize of sovereignty by Panama over its

entire national 'territory. The Bureau accordingly expressed its deep

concern over the introduction in the United States Congress of proposed

legislation, which, if passed, would violate the letter and the spirit

of the Torrijos-Carter Treaties, and thus constitute an obstacle to

the successful completion of the peaceful settlement of the Panama Canal

question in accordance with the wishes of the international community.

The Bureau consequently arranged to keep constant vigilance over the

process of implementation of the Torrijos-Carter Treaties and reiterated

its firm support to Panama in securing the full and consistent

implementation of these Treaties.

,...
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?5. The Bur~au reaffi~'med the position previously adopted by the

/iiovement of' Non-AligLuijd Countries concernin~ the situation in Puerto Rico

and c0111'i~ed .the ~iep,2\:bleright of' the people to seH-determination

and independence, in conf'roII!i ty lnth resolution 1514 (XV) of' the

United Nations General Assembly and other relevant resolutions of' the

qommittee on Deeolonization.

96. The Bureau rea:t:firood its uncql)dit.ioO;l.l support of' the

inalienable right of' t~·~ople· of.Be~ize to self-determination,

independence and tem-itorial integrity.

97. It expressedits graVe"ClOnoern at the oontinuing-threats arul..

pressures on the territorial integrity of' Belize, whicnconstituted

the prinoipal obstacle to the independenoe of' thatoountry.

98. The Bureau reaf'f'irmed its Wlequivocals)lpport of' the policy

of the Government. of Belize directed towards ensuring rapid and

secure independence and it emphasized that 'this could only be ac/lieved

through negotiated agreement acceptable to people of that t~rritory.

99. The Bureau noted thospocial responsibility devolving on

Great:E:ottain ~o ensure that Belize attains 11 secure lndependenoe.

100. The Bureaureaffi:uned i.tssolidarity with the struggle of the

people of Chile and condemned the continued vtolatiops of the people's

rights. It also reafHrmed its support for the relevant resolutions

of the United Nation!!.. The Bureau oalled upon all States, in particular,

those of the Non-Ali&ned r1oYement, to adopt neasures to facilitate the

speedy restitution pf'demooratic rights in Chile.

101.. The. Bureau voiced i:~s .conoern over events in Central Amerioa,

.particularlythe serious situation in Nioaragua which tbreatens the

,peac,eand security of' the regi 011, , and expressed its solidarity with

the peoples subjected to repress,1;oOd\lld violence that havlil already caused

so r:IUch suf'f'ering and death, particularly among the Nicaraguan, people.

102. The, Bureau urged . the int.emationa1 c=ity as a :w1'lole and the

Novenent of' Non-Ali(Jl'led Countries in particular to further practical

rneasurlils leading· to the isolation of' the Sonoza.tyranpy rung ,contributi~g

effectively to the Cause of the Nicarguan people, so that thlilymay

/ ...



-35-

freely choose their own destiny, without any form of outside interference,

and enjoy freedom, peace and stability.

103. The Bureau drew attention to the importance for these purposes

of the Declaration signed in Cartagena, Colombia, on 28 May 1979, by

the Presidents of the Andean countries.

104. The Bureau affirmed its solidarity with the new Government of Grenada,

which represented the legitimate interests of the people.

105. The Bureau noted with serious concern the attempts made by the

Government of South Africa to increase political, economic and

military links with certain Latin American countries and it called

upon Latin American Governments to resist such attempts, which

reinforced the support given to this racist regime.

106. The Bureau likewise condemned the continued presence of foreign

military bases in the area, such as those in Cuba and Puerto Rico. It

reiterated the demand made to colonialist powers by the Fifth Conference of

Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries that they should

immediately return the occupied territories to national sovereignty and

should dismantle their military bases, which had been installed against

the will of the people and which constituted a serious threat to peace

and security in the area.

O. NON-INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF STATES

107. The Bureau recalled that the question of non-interference in the

internal affairs of States had been a deep concern of non-aligned conferences

and reiterated the importance of this principle. It viewed with grave concern

the increasing number of violations of this principle which lies at the heart

of non-alignment, and without which international anarchy could be let loose.

These violations ranged from infiltration, subversion, undisguised aggression,

foreign military intervention and open incitement to subtler forms of

subversion and destabilization. It is of paramount importance that the

Non-Aligned countries, most of whom had acquired independence from colonial rule

in recent years, should not be hindered by any form of outside interference from

pursuing their policies aimed at national integration and reconstruction. In this

context the Bureau considered it necessary to reaffirm the inalienable sovereign

right of every State to determine the political, economic and social system it

would adopt, manage its domestic affairs and conduct freely and without

interference its relations with other States.
/ ...
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106. The Bu~eau recalled the position tnken at the Fifth Conference

of Heads .of state ,of the Non-i~ignod Countries in· Colombo which reeolut~ly

rejected any attempts to justifY fOreign ·interference under .any·

P,1'.E1text whate08'/er from any sourc€-; The, Burea\1 called on all

Non-Aligned Countries to resolutely resist any threat of foreign

pressute, subversion·, .domination and, interference.

109. tneBureau noted resolution 33/74 of the' United Nations General Assembly

and, convinced that the time .was opportune for a declaration· on non;"interference

in the internal .affaip of States, called on· all states espeeiaily ihe Non-Aligned

to wor,k for the speedy adoption of this Declart>.tion~ The special .roH, ot- the

non-ali~ed· countries because of their consistent stand against the p011tics

of pressure and their deep conrnitment to peacefUl co-existence was regarded

as crucial ino.Ghieving respect for the principle of non-interference in

internal affairs within the Non-Aliened groUp arid outside.

P. INTElWATIONAL SSCURITY AND .DISAIDfAl'I8N'l'

110. The Bureau r.eaffiil"lled the close connexion between ·international

security, disarmament and· economic develOpment :and called for the extension

of the process of .relaxation of tens.ions"to all regions of· tha world and

to cover all spheres of. international relations.

111. The Bureau once ;:'.Gain called for a halt to competi tioil for

innu~Qe .between the great POl'lers andi'otlners ·which has led to an

aggravation. of tension in the world. It also stressed' that relaxation

of international tension could·not be secured through the policy of

balance or PQW~£S,. s~eres of influence, rivalry bet,~engreat'Powers,

military alliances and the arms race, particularly the nuclear arms race.

112, The Bureau noted .•rith special concern the negative phenomtima in

international relations l1i th gre.V:o consequences for the security of

non-a.,l.i~d· and.other developing',countries. ItaxpreSSed the need

to wo*:~wn.rds finding ways to cste.blish equal; geriuiileand lasting

securitY"fc:p:,¥l,S;t~QBri-F.L-thout.elCception. Onc'c8.0oain it was

underlined :.tllr",t.sUqhse@rHy.isfeasible only aspart'ofithe

effor,+'s i t~, chebgethe!W)equal int&:i'natioMl':,relations ,- whfchpresupposes

the resolution of tlwessential problebs of the .conterilpol'ary ,·rorld.
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113. The Bureau emphasized that peace and security cannot be built

through the accumulation of weapons, by miU tary allian'ces or by a balance

of terror and reiterated that peace can only come through effective

implementation of the security system provided for in the United Nations Charter

and called for the strengthening of the role of the United Nations in the

sphere of disarmament. The Bureau, particularly expressed its dismay over

the, increasing, tendency of nuclear-weapon states to blindly follow their

own narro~' security perceptions without any regard to the survival of

manki.nd~ It called upon the Security Council to fulfill its primary

responsibility for the maintenance ~f peace and international security and

to effectively discharge its functions through the implementation of its

decisions.

114. The BureaU once again expressed its determination to work towards

the democratization of international relations and expressed the hope

that all countries would have the right to equal participation in resolving

key international iSSlles. Particular reference ~Tas made to the right of

states to participate on an equal footing in those negotiations which have

a direct bearing on their national 'security.

115. The Bureau reiterated its adherence to the aim of general and

complete disarmament under effective international control. It reaffirmed

that the final document of the'Tenth Special Session of the United Nations

General Assembly devoted to Disarmament convened on the initiative of the

Non-Aligned countries, constituted a solid basis towards the realization

of the objective to deliver mankind fron the scourge of war and to remove the

growing threatto lI)an's suryival •

116. In this context, the Bureau called for urgent and time-bound

implementation of the Programme of Action, partiCUlarly of the nuclear

disarmament measures envisaged therein. The Bureau called for the immediate

cessation of the qualitative improvement of nuclear ~Teapons and their DElllonS'

of delivery, a halt in the production of fissionable material for weapons

purposes and of all nuclearweapons,and a reduction of nuclear '-Teapons
stockpiles ultimately leadillGw, their elimina:tion. Pendincthe eliminatiAn

of nuclear weapons, the nuclear-weapon'States are called upon to renounce the

use of nuclear weapons and to cease the testing of nuclear weapons.
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117. While noting the progress made by the United States and Soviet Union towards

the conclusion of a second SALT f,greement, the Bureau expressed the hope that

these bilateral negotis,tionswould lead Bxpeditiously to genuine disarmament

measures and that they would not be utilized for a further qualitative and

quantitative escalation of the nuclear arms race. In this context, the Bureau

reiterated the primary role of'the United Nations in disarmament negotiations

and deliberations.

118. The realization ,of, the central role and_.increased influence of the

United Natiqns is imperative and an essential condition for the realization

of the goals of real and comprehensive disarmament. It noted with 'satisfaction

the increasl.ngly active role of·!.'!on-Aligned countries in the machinery created

by the Special Session for' dis=ent • In this 'connexio'n, Non-Aligned

countries attach importance 1;0 the .meaningful and efficient work of the

Unite~ Nations Commission on Disarmament. 'They also attribute particular

importanoe and underline th~ responsibility of the Disarmament Committee to

complete negotiations first of all on the comprohensive ban of nuclear tests

and chemical "!,eapons,, as wen as the elaboration of a -comprehensive programme

of disarm~nt to be submitted to the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly

of the Unite~.Nations on Disarmament. ' The Bureau calis 'on the Non-Aligned

countries. to make their contribution" to both the work of the Commi~"ion on

Disarmament and·to the Disarmament Committee as well as to exert efforts in., . :

order to assure ,the best possible preparations for the success of the Eleventh

Special Session of the General Assembly of the United. Nations on Disarmament.

119. The Bureau refe=ed with regret to the mounting and wasteful expenditure

on armaments which has significantly reduced the availability of vital resources

for development purposes and, called for the immediate reduction in armament

expenditure especiallY by the nu~lear-weapon States and other allies in order

to ensure~nat not only is the arms race halted but also that the savings

accrued are released for development. The Bureau also declared that the

arms race is inconsistent with efforts aimed at achieving the New International

Economic Order.

120. The Bureau reiterated the urgellt need to adopt effective measures leading

to the convening of the proposed World Disarmament Conference with universal

participation and adequate preparation.
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Q,•. NUCLEAR ENERGY FOR r:~,CEFffi., PURPOSES

::,.':1. Following the principles It1id down in pn.rngr"phs. 151 nnd152 of the Belgr1l.d'e

Declaration, the 'Bureau renffirurod the exc:eptiomiL imporl=c8. of. international

co-operation~,:J;l:long"the Non-Aligned counlrles in the field. of nuolear energy fo!!:'

peaceful purposes. Thisco~opern.tion is of spacin.l significance in fields'in which

... high degree of self-reliance is fe'lsible' in utilizing nuclear._energy, for the

purppee of the developc~nt of these countries.

122. To this end, the Bureau reaffirmed the inalienable right of developing

countries cO acquire and develop nuclear technology, equipment and materials for

peaoeful purposes in conformity with their eoonomio priorities, interests ~d needs.

123. The Bureau regretted the maintenanoe of national and international

monopolistic policies and practices of some nuclear suppliers, and stressed the

neoessity f~r observanoeof the principles of unhindered and non-discriminatory

international oo-operation for the promotion of the transfer and utilization ef

nuolear tec~~ology for economic and social development.

R. LAW OF THE SEA

.1221. The Bureau expressed ooncern over the slow progress in the negotiations

on the Law of the Sea whioh affeots the rights of all developing countries

inoluding the N.m-Aligned oountries. I-t also stressed the need to provide for

the interest of landlocked and geographically-disadvantaged States and others

with speoial problems imposed by geographical and geological faotors. The Bureau

deplored the t4reats by some oountries to take unilateral 'lotion for undertaking

deep sea rrdning operations and expressed the view that a spirit of understanding

and aooommodation on the part of these countries would better serve to aohieve

a just and durable Convention whioh will truly serve "the oommon heritage"

prinoiple. The Bureau expressed the hope that the Eighth Resumed Session of

the Law of Sea Conferenoe soheduled to be held in July 1979, would be able 'to

resolve satisfaotorily the outstanding issues ooming in the way of the successful

oonolusion of the Conferenoe.

I ...



-40-

S. . UNITED. NATIONS

125. The Bureau recognized the positive role played by the United Nations in

recent years .and expressed :its·· sati&faction over the fact that the United Nations

hae contributed in no small measure tcwards the ltk1.intenance of global peace and

security and to the development of co-operation in many areas ef internRtion~l

relations.

126. The Bureau reaffirmed its faith in the Urtited Nations and called once again

for the strengthening of the United Nations as an effective instrument for promoting

international peace and security, and the struggle against colonialism,

neo-colortialism, racism, zionism, racial discrimination and apartheid. The Bureau

emphasized the importance of the United Nat~ons in the development of international

economic co-operation and the establishment of equitable economic relations iletween

States. The Bureau noted with satisfaction the useful role played by the

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development as its central forum in

international economic negotiatiens.

127. The Bureau stressed the need for settlement in accordance with the

United Nations Charter, Jf matters of concern and relevance to the Non-Aligned

and developing countries. In this context, it particularly stressed the need

to reorient the policies and activities of the United Nations system in the

social and economic sectors in order to accomplish the objectives of the New

International Economic Order.

·128. The Bureau expressed its concern at the continuing tendency of some great

Powers to byPass the United Nations in seeking solutions to problems of crucial

importance to the international community, stressed its determination to work

towards.the democratization of the United Nations and expressed the conviction

that all countries have a right to equal ,articipation in resclving key issues

through the United Nations.

1~9. It'reemphasized the urgency of transforming the United Nations into an

effective and dynamic instrument for safeguarding international peace and security

and for promoting international co-operation and development. Disputes among

nations should be settled by peaceful means in accordance with the United Nations

Charter. The Bureau also stressed the·1mportance of increasing the representation

of Non~Aligned countries in the United Naticns and its specialized agencies and

particularly in the Security Council.

I ...
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130. The Bureau drew attention to the need for ensuring a better representation

in the International Court of Justice of the main forms of civilisation and the

principal legal systems of the world.

'131. The Bureau re-emphasized the need, 'for 'regu.lar:collSultailins and unitrof

action by the Non-Aligned countries in various' United Nations forums.

13e. The Bureau greeted the celebration in 1979 of the International Year of

the Child, proclaimed by the United Nations in view of the growing poverty,

hunger and illiteracy, laok of health and rising mortality rates that faoe

'mIilions of childre~ in 'the world, particularly in the developing countries and

especially those that are victims of foreign aggression and occupation, and it

expressed theho'6e that this year would help to promote an improvement in the

living conditions and life expectancy of this sizable sector of the population.

133. The Bureau noted with satisfaction the decision adopted by the United

Nations General Assembly in its resolution 32/174 of'1977 to hold a Special

General Assembly on International Economic ¥;atters in 1980 to boost the New

International Economic Order.

134. The Bureau greeted the calling of a. United Nations world conference on

women on the basis of the principles of equality,develbpm.,nt"and peace.

T. HUMAN RIGHTS

135. The Bureau'reiterated the need for strict respect for 'hurtk~n rights as a

matter of great significance for ensuring the dignity of the i~dividual and

pesOe, security and international co-operation on the b&sis of equality. The

Bureau pointed out that the issue' of human rights cannot be isolated from its

national, economic and socfal context, that the freedom of the 'individual is

inseparable from the rights of the people and that hunk~ rights and the

fundamental freedoms of the individual and of the people are J.nalienable.

The comprehensive ensuring of huiIian ri~hts is an integral part of the

struggle for change in international relations as a whole and should not be

exploited as a political instrument of the great PoWers in the competition

between social systems or for interference in the internal affairs of

sovereign countries; The· Bureau pointed out that in considering human

rights questions priority attention should be accorded to the searoh for

solutions to the mass and flagrant violations of hwnan rights of peoples

and persons affeoted by situations such as those resulting from apartheid,

from all forms of racial discrimination, from colonialism foreign



domination a8d occupation, f~om aggression and threats against

national sovereignty,natiQnal unity and, territorial integrity as

well as from the refusal to recognize the fundamental right of

peoples under colonial and alien domfnation to self-determination,

and that of every nation to the exer~ize of fun sovereig,,".I" over

its wealth and natural resources. The Bureau also reiterated the

need for strict, respect' for the rights of national ethnic, linguistic

and religious minorities as well as thbse of'migrant workers., The

Bureau pointed to the need for close co-operation among Non-Aligned

countries in the United Nations in the implementation of

resolution 32/130 on the basis' of the ccncepts cnumerateJ in

that resolution.

U. PEACEFUL SE.'l'TLEMENT OF DISPU'I'ES AMONG MEMBER STATES OF THE
NOlI-ALIGNED MOVEMENT

136. "The Bureau noted with concern the danger of the ~I",akcning of the

unity of the Non-Aligned Movement by the growing eSCalation of bilateral

disputel,into armed conflicts. It approved,the need to try to find

peaceful solutions to their disputes on the basis of ,the principles of

Non-Alignment and the Charter of the United Nations. The problem of

bilate-rafdisputes had reached alarming proportions leading to the danger

of great Power involvement directly or indirectly and at times to the

return of formal colonial powers thereby undermining the independence,

sovere1gnty, territorial integrity and non-alignment of the

countries concerned.

137. The Bureau recognized that a solution to the problem. of bilateral

disputes had engaged the attention' of' the Non-Aligned Movement for

some time and noted that the Belgrade Conference of Foreign Ministers

had examined the possibility of establishing informal ad hac groups

for providing good offiCes when the parties to a dispute so require

and recommended that this proposal be studied further in preparation

for the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the

Non-Aligned Countries.

I ...



138. In this connexion the Bureau noted with satisfaction the recent

efforts of the OAU to reactivate i t.s Comnissionof Mediation, Conciliation

and Arbitra.Uoll.The Bureau alsC' took flote of the information concerning

the proposal of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Sri Lanka, current

Chairman of the Co-ordinating Bureau, for the establishment of a Commission

for the Settlement ·of Border Disputes within the Non~Aligned Movement, and

was convinced that the proposal,mer.ite.1i ~.~rious and careful consideration /i-S

a contribution to the discussion on the role of the Non-Aligned Movement in

the solution of disputes among its members. The Bureau decided to refer the

matter to Member states for consideration.

V. REPORT .OF THE ,PLENARY CONFERENCE OF NON.ALIGNED COUNTRIES ON
AGENDA ITEM XV OF 'l'HE BELGfuUJE CONFERENCE

~)~. In terms of paragraph 174 of the Belgrade Declaration the Bureau

considered the ReP9rt and Recommendations subrrdtted to the Plenar,r Conference

on Non-Aligned Countries held in New York on agenda item XV of the Belgrade

Conference and noted the recommendations of the Working Group indicated at

the end of the Communique. In respect of those proposals on which no

consensus c.uld be reached. it was agreed that an open-ended Working ~Q\lP.·

consisting of Cuba, Iraq, Nigeria, Singapore, Sri Lanka,and Yugoslavia, w,.u1d

continue its work and report to the Plenary of Non-Aligned Countries in New

York which, in turn, ,will report t" the Sixth·' Conference of ·Heads of S"ate or

Government in Havana, through the Co-ordinating Bureau in its capacity as

Preparatory Committee for the Conference.

W. PREPARATIONS FOR TFm RUTH CONFERENCE OF HEADS OF S'l'ATE OR GO~
OF THE NONC.ALIGNED GOUNTRIES

I4Q. The Bureau expressed its eonviction that the Six.h conference of the

Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries, to be held in Havana

in September 1979 would be a significant landmark in the history cf the

Ncn-Aligned !10vement. The fact that the venue of the Conference· 'was in Latin

America was considered a tribute to the contribution made by that continent

to the Non-Aligned Movement and an expression 01· solidarity and support for

the struggle of the Latin American people against imperialism, colonialism,

neo-colonialism and all forms of foreign exploitation and domination. The

Bureau looked forward to the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Governcent

of the Non-Aligned Countries maintaining and developing the fundamental
principles of Non-Alignment consistently developed by successive eummits
which have chartered an inexorable course aimed at consolidating



the unity and strengthening the action of Non-l,ligned countries as an

independent global factor in international relations striving for a fundamental

restructuring of the world political and economic order where peace, justice

and.freedom'.will prevail. ~he Bureau stressed the importance of achievillg the

broadest participation of all ~on-Aligned countries in the prepa'ration'for the

Sixth'Conference of the Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned

Coun.tries in 'Havana tq ensure its fullest success.

141~ ,The~eau considered the Draft Agenda for the Sixth .Conference of the

Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries andrecommendetr ifs

adoption as ..a. comprehensive basis for discussion of the internatiollal political

and ecollOllli.c.situation at Havana. The Bureau also noted that .the host country

of theS$~~h COnference 'of the Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned

Countries would circulate a draft final document by the first week 'of July 1979

and called. upon countries- members of,theMoveJ'leilt to submit their observations

by the f.i.rst week of August 1979. The Bureau recalled the decisiollS of the

Be);g.t:ede .:Confer.ance to entrust the Co-ordillating Bureau in New York with the

task of co~ordiilating the necessary preparations for the Sixth Conferenoe of

the HeaJis of ::>ta:te or Government of thE> Non-Aligned Countries in closest

co-operation with- Cuba as the host country and Sri Lanka as the current Chairman

of the Non-Aligned Movement. In accordance with tile decisions of the Fifth

Conference of the Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries

on the 'composition and the Mandate of the Co-ordinating Bureau, the Bureau

in New York wOuld function as,the Preparatory Coniniittee for the Sixth Conference

o:LHeadsofState or Government of· ,the Non-Aligned Countries.

142, ,The Bureau noted the recommendatf'Oll to thtSixth Conference of the Heads

,e>f. !:lotate or Government of ,the Non-Aligned'..Countri·es to accep," the offer of

Iraq to host the Seventh Conference of Heads of State in 1982 and that of

India, at.Maputo, to host the Conference of Foreign Ministers of the

Non-Aligned Countries in 1981.

X. CO-OPERA~TON /\MONG NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES IN THE FIELD OF MASS MEDIA

143. The Bureau underlined the importanc'e of the role of Non-Aligned 'oountries

in rsetruc,t1,U;'ing the present international order in'the field of hlf,)rmation.

The decolonization of information',was: reiterated' as an integral aspect of the

broad struggle of Non-Aligned countries to create a new international order

based on peaceful and equal relations among all nations. The Bureau noted the

growing participation of Non-Aligned countries in the field of information and



mass media and thc mutually beneficial co-operation developing among these

countries particularly with regard to technological aspects. The Bureau

agreed that the diversification of sources of information and the abolition of

inequalities in the international flow of information was essential for the

growth of internationa.l dialogue and understanding.

144. The Bureau noted with satisfaction the following reports on the activities

of the Non-Aligned countries and their co-operation in the field of information

and mass media.l

(a) The Report of 'l'unisia as Chairman of the Inter-Governmental

Council for Co-operation in the field of information and mass media.

(b) The Report by India as Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee

of the Non-Aligned News agencies Pool.

(c) The report of YugoslaVia. Chairman of Committee for. Co-operation

among Broadcasting organizations of the Non-Aligned Movement.

145. The Bureau noted the contribution made by the Director-General of UNESCO

anu the successful outoome of the Twontieth Session of the General Conference

of~CO whi~~ resulted in a Declaration of fundamental principlesconoorning

the contribution of mass media to the strengthening of peaCQ and international

understanding, the promotion of human rights and countering of racialism

apartheid and incitement to war. The Bureau noted with satisfaction the

development of regional news agencies networks and their efforts to co=ect the

imbalance in the flow of information and expressed the support of the Non-Aligned

cnuntries for their endeavour.. The Bureau noted especially the decisions ~ing

made by some Non-Aligned countries to reduce the high level· of telecommunication

tariffs as a means of combating unfa1r advantages enjoyed by press organizations

belo~ing to developed countries and urged other Non-Aligned countries to follow

this course as a prerequisite to correct the imbalance in the exchange of

information.

·146. The Bureau noted with satisfaction the positive results, aohieved at the

thirty-third United Nations General Assembly in the field of information, which

had led the international oommunity to endorse olearly and unequivocally the

need for a more just and effective new information order•.

I ..•
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147. Tbe Bureau considered tba t the ~.cbieveLlents in tbe field of

information by tbe Non-Aligned countries botb at tbe United Nations

and. UNESCO constituted an outstand.ing success· and called upon member

countries to make increased efforts to reullze tbeir common objectives'

witbin tbeUnited Nations Committee on review of Uni~ed Nations policies

and activities i.n tbe information field and. also at tbe fortbcoming

UNESC..O intergovernmental plar.ning conference wi tb a view to promoting

tbe acc~ptance of tbei~ common Jbjectives.

148. Tbe Bureau acknowlQdged "it11 satisfaction tbe resolution On
tbe oo··opera'tion and activities of Non-A.igned countries in tbe field

of information, ad"uted at tbe tbird meeting of tbe Inter,..Governmental

Co-ord.inat,ing Ccuncil of Non-Aligned Countries for Information, beld in

Lome (Togo), st~tbg tbe p!:'inciples of co-operation and programme of

action wbicb constitutes obo concrete contribution of Non-Aligned.

countries and. COY.'T8Ct tb;} imbalar:lCe. in the exJ.e:tL."1g' iLternational system

of information and communications as part oe tbeir efforts for tbe

establisbment of equal and d'2TI10cratb r2).ations in tbis field.

149. It also strongly supported tbb recommendation of tbe Council to

tbe effect tbat the infoTll'iationm)dia ·of Nember States sbould seek

to sunroxt tbe liberation movemen~s, especially in so~tbern Africa,

by correctiIlg tbe misi."1formation and. propaganda now" being circulated.

/ ...



Y. REC01'U;NDATIONS RELATING TO TIlE PREPARATION AND CONDUCT OF liEETINGS;
THE CO-ORDHTATING BUREAU; DECISION-LJJGNG BY CONSENSUS
AND n~P1El'~WfATION OF DECISIONS

150. Recommendations relating to the preparation and conduct of meetings

(a) It is recommended that participating countries at all meetings

and conferences of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Uon-Aligned

Countries and Summits should circulate draft document resolutions

and working papers for adequate joint preparatory consideration

in the D~eau and the Group of Non-Aligned Countries •• This does

not preclude the possibility and does not infringe the right of

any country to submit a renolution at the meeting itself if a

special sittlation warran'~s i i ;

(b) It is further recommended that as far as possible the practice

be avoided in future of adopting separate resolutions on subjects

which are dealt. with in ~he Final Documents;

(c) It is :cacemmended that the yra-.tice be adopted of brief annotations,

whenever feasible, referring to the Fositions adopted at previous

meetings of Non-Aligne~ 0ountris3. positions 'supported by the

Non-Aligned cou11tries in the United Nations General Assemblyand- ..--_... ------ -"-- ----_.-

other international conferences OL different topics under consideration;

(d) It is recommended that the lieetings of Foreign liinisters immediately

preceding Stunmit Conferences should be authori~ed to set up the

Political and Economic Committeer, so that they may begin

consideration of Final Documents. Tids would give additiorwl time

needed for consideration of the drafts presented. The same

practice should be applied in the preparation of all other meetings

and conferences of Foreign Einisters of Non-Aligned Countries;

I ...
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(e) It is recommended that the practice in existence be continued

of holdins l'.inisterial Leetings of the Co_ordinating ilureau

and/orof.the ·Group of Non-Aligned·Countries as a whole at the

level of Foreign hinisters at the. beginning of·the General

Assemb~.of the United Nations • These meetings are held in

order to. determine priorities and set up wor~inggroups for

action by Non-Aligned Countries during the session of the

General~sembly;

(f) It.. is recommelld~d that jllenary meetings of the Grcup o.r Non-Aligned

Countries as. a whole be held in Hew York at the level of Permanent

Representatives to the United Nations at regular intervala,at

least once in two months, or frequently whenever necessary;

(g) It is recommended that the Chair/mm of the Group of non-Aligned

Countries, . the Chairman of the Bu:t'eaux of the Summita, aJ: the

~;inist~rial.~onrerenceaand of the hinisterial meetings of the

Co-ordinating Bureau should play an active role both in conduoting

the meatings and in initiating. and assisting consultations on all

the important issues under consideration, especially with regard

to controversial issues, with a view to achieving consensus;

(h) It is reco~nendcd. that the Bureau at every meeting or conferen~e

of Non-A),igned Cout. tries, .shouldproposethe organization 01 Wun.

and allocate ite~s for consideration ineccordance with a

tentative. timetable;

(i) It is reco~ended that no proposals for the establisbmentof

new organs, mechanisms or programmes should be conSidered by the

Surrmit~less their feasibility and productivity have been

carefi111y studied at ex:pert level and reviewed' by the

Co-ordinating Bureau, but that en~~h room should be left for

initiatives ang actions prOVided they arG within the. framework

of summit declarations and Yinisterial. de'clarations and,

communiques;



(j) It is recommended that no conference should be convened,'

nor mechanism created, in the name of the ~bn-Aligned Group

unless it h£s been considered and approved bY the Co-ordinating

Bureau and/or the Group of the whole;

(k) It is recommended that the host country shO\lld continue to bear

responsibili ty for the accuracy of adopted I·'inal DoC\llllents of

~;eetings and conferences of Non-Aligned Countries, but that all

countries should be invited to communicate at the earliest

possible time their observations to the host oountry for correction

of accidental omissions in printing and for the issue of a second

corrected edition. In this connection, the proposed DoC\llllentstion

Centre in Colombo, Sri Lanka" could fUlfil a usefUl'purpose in

serving as a depository for such authenticated texts of Final

Documents;

(1) ,It is recommended that governments of psrticipatiilg Non-Aligned

,and 'developing cOUl1tries consider thefessibility of providing

adequate technical and political representation at meetings of the

Economic Co-ordinator Groups entrusted with the Implementation

of the Action Programme for Economic Co-oPeration.

151. Recommendations relating to the Co-ordinating Bureau

(a) Tt is recollimendad that the rola,(and DltIndate) of the Jlnoeau shall

continue to be as indicated in section I (I) of 'the Colombo Decision

on the Bureau. (See also (d) to (j) for additional fUnctions);

(b) It is recommended'that the Bureau continue to be composed of

representatives to ba Choaenby the Sixth C'onference of Hesds of

State or Government,taking into Consideration the principles of

balanced geographical distribution, continuity and rotation;

(c) It'is recommended that the provisions of section I (,) of the

Colombo Decision continue to be followed in respect of th~ level
and frequency of }~eetinga;

I ...



-50-

(d) It is recon~ended that the functions of the Bureau, outlined

under I (4) of the,Colocbo Decision,. continue to be.considered

as valid. However, some delegations have commented on various

aspects relating to the issue of communiques/releases (section

I (4) :(vi) of tho Colol:lbo D0cision);

(e) It is recommended that the Bureau should review and facilitate

the harmonization of the work of the growing number of organs,

Economic Co-ordinator Groups, Working Groups etc.

(r) It is recommended that the Bureau should. consid.er concrete and

practical measures. to eneure steady and organised dissemination

of information to the public and the media regardin,g' the

principles, positions and activities of the Non-Alignedl

(g) While the Co-ordinating BUreau functions at the United Nations

Headquarters in New York, it is recommended that consideration

be given to ensuring concerted Non-Aligned action in specialised

fields by Economic 'Co-ordinator Groups at international

conferences;

(h) It is recommended that the Bureau shOuld encourage Non-Aligned

countries to co-ordinate their activities and positions within

the Group of 77 and UNCTAD, so as to ensure that the Movement

could exercize the catalytic role envisaged for it since the

Algiers Summit;

(i) It is recommended that the Bureau should assist in the peaceful

settlements of disputes 'among Non-Aligned oountries, if and

when the parties involved so request it.

(j) It is recommended that as a general rule, communiques should be

issued in New York at the level of Permanent Representatives at

Plenary Meetings. However, the Bureau may issue communiques at

its open-ended meetings on its own behalf in exceptional

circumstances where there are practical problems about the urgent

issue of a cornrnuniqueby a Plenary Meeting. Provision should

be made for reservations, which couidbe circulated to all

members by the Chairman, although these should. not be incorporated

in the text of the communique;
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(k) It is' reco~~ended that the tradition~l practice be continued,

whereby the, country that hosted the i~~ediately precedine Summit

serves as Chairman until the next Summ,it

(1) It is recommended that: the present practice relating to the

convening of meetings, as indicated in section I (6) of the Colombo

Decision, be continued;

(m) It is recommended that the practice of notifying all members of

the Movement individually about the convening of' Bureau meetings

and their agenda should continue;

(n) It is recommended,' in view of the complexity of the question of

supporting services as well as its importance, that Ministers set up

a small 1>lorking Group to function in Ne;; York, which could examine

in ,det~il the necessity and feasibility of establishing such a

unit as discussed "bolow Md' report comprehensively on all aspects

of the question to the (Co-ordinating Bureau at Ministerial Level)

(the Sixth Conference of Hoads of Stato or Government);

]espite·the increased function of co-ordination necessitated as a

"esult cf the 'growth in the number of subsidiary Working Groups,

Co-ordinator Groups and other Co~~ittoes, as well as the increased

frequency of meetings at all, levels, the Permanent Mission of the

presiding country, Sri Lanka, has borne the responsibility for

providing all secretarial services and facilities, including the

prepaFa}ion, reproduction and circulation of all docurr~nts,

notification ,and organis,ing, of meetings, and other facilities required

l~:r: ,the :J.aily fw.:ctioning of the ,Movement's many activitieq.

Ministers may consider, in view of the proposals made, the necessity

and, feasibility of establishing an adninistrative unit to assist the

Bureau and its, Chairman in the discharge of its gro"ing tasks.

Careful oonsideration'should be given to the question of such a

unit., inclJ,1ding matters relating to its tenure, its functions,

its staff,,:,its financing, its location, and its relation to the

Mission of the presiding country.



-52-

152. Recommendations relating to decision-making by consensus

(a) It is recommended that the practice of adopting decisions ef the

Non-Aligned countries by consen~s be continued;

(b) It is recolllIllended that in clarifying the concept of consensus

the fonewing elements be taken into account:

Consensus is,

(a) a general convergence and hnrmoniz~tion of views reflecting

the broadest consent ef the conference or meeting,

(b) bcth a process and a final compromise formula.,

(c) shaped by prior consultations, discussicns and negOtiations

into a .generally agreed position.

(c) It is recommended that since n~ contrary views were expressed,

the practice of allowing reservations on decisions adopted at

Meetings and Conferences of Non-Aligned Countries be continued.

However, reservations should be avoided as far· as possible

because they tend to weaken the consensus;

The instrument of reservations enables the maintenanfle of the

democratic character of the Movement and sovereignty of every one

.f its members. It is also generally agreed that reservations

cannot block or veto a consensus;

(d) It is·reeommended that the follow~lg guidelines be applied when

the extent of disagreement indicates the absence of consensus:­

(a) Open ccnfrontations between cpposing views threatening to

disrupt the Movement should be avoided, but discussion of

issues may be necessary in order, to overcome differences.

(b) The Chairman and/or the.llureau of the Conference or the

meeting concerned, and the Chairman of the Movementand/'r
~

other interested delegations.should render assistance

whenever such assistance would· help resolve differences.

(c) Prior informal consultations and negotiations among members

should be held on all issues.

(d) Ad Hoc open-ended Working Groups could be set up to assist

in the promotion of consensus.

I ....
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(e) Where there are a number ofmem1:lers who by vir"tUe·of their

geograp~cal location have a special interest in a particular

issue, cOnsultations among these members, open to other

delegations., could take place in the effort to find a

consensus ..

(f) The results of the consultations as indicated in (d) and (e)

above, should be submitted together with any recommendations

to the Plenary'of the meeting or conference concerned for

dispussion and approval.

(g) When. all -the above methods as well as any o'ther efforts at

promoting consensus· have been'exhausted without success, and

any .furtherdeferment,of a decision on a con'traversial issue

is not·,possible due to the closing of the Conference and a

delegation/group of delegations continues to express

reservations on any decision, it is recommended that the

following method be utilised to reflect the reservations in

t~e body of the text of the'communique/declaration, an

asterisk would be placed at the .head~f any paragraph/section

on which reservations have been expressed, with a cor~esponding

foot-note indicating the delegation expressing the reservation.

The full text of the reservation will be reprdtluced in an

anne~ ·If a delegation ~hould so desire it, a reservation

.ma:,r also be made. without it being' entered in the reccrds.

15~. Recommendations relating to the implementation of decisions.

(a) In view of the continuously grave situation prevailing in the

Middle East and in Southern Africa and the continued denial of the

inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people, special

effor:ts should be made.. to implement non-aligned decisions on

these issues in solidarity with the Palestiftian people and Arab

states, and the peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa

and the frontline States;
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(b) In the context of the struggle against colonialism, it

is recommended that the Non-Aligned countries should

continue to support and increase practical assistance

to national liberation movements;

(c) It is recommended that Non-Aligned countries should

consider the feasibility of oonvening Extraordinary

Ministerial Meetings of the Bureau or the Plenary, such

as that held in Maputo, on issues that are of particular

interest and Concern to the Movement in order to promote

Non-Aligned solidarity;

(d) It is reoommended that the Ministerial Meeting of the

Co-ordinating Bureau in Colombo make provision for a

review of the progress in't~e implementation of the Action.

Programme for Economic Co-operation and make practical

recommend[n~on8 to the Sixth Conference of Heads of State

or Government of the Non-Aligned Countri8s to ensure its

implementation, idenfifying where possible areas of. .
prwrity;

(e) In this context, it is recommended that each Co~ordinator

Group organizes meetings in respect of its partiCUlar

field on a regular basis with appropriate expert and

political representation;

(f) It is reoommended that Ministerial Meetings of the Bur"au

and the Plenary devote suffioient time and attention to

the consideration of report~ of Doonomio Co-ordinator Groups

in order to take, where neoessary, effective steps to

ensure practical follow-up action in the implementation of

the EConomic Action ProgreJrrffie.
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II. ECONOMIC MATTERS

1. The Bureau reviewed the evolutioJ;lof the international economic

situation and reiterated the stat~rnent of the Heads of state or Government

of the Non-Aligned Countries at .their. Meeting in Colombo in t.ugust 1976

that "the crisis of the world economic system coi1tinues to assume

ever-growing proportions" and that it has retarded further the prospects

for the development of developing cl>untries, the narrowing of the

ever-widening gap between developed and developing countries and the

eradication of poverty, hunger, sickness and illiteracy in the developing

countries. The Bureau expressed grave cencern that the negotiations with

the developed countries undertaken sinoe the Fifth Conference of Heads sf

state or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries have not yielded the

expected results so far, and that no significant progress has been achieved.

in the implementation of the Declaration. and FfOgramme of Action on the

Estahlishment of the New Internationa~Economic Order adopted at the Sixth

Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly owing to the lack

of political will on the part of most of the developed clluntries.

2. The Bureau recognized'· that the economic malaise in the international

e~nomic system is not a phenomenon of a cyclical n~ture but a symptom

of underlying structural maladjustment characterized, inter alia, by

increasing imbalances and iniquities that operate inexorably to the

detriment of the developing countries. This has made it imperative for

the Non-Aligned and other developin~?ountries to intensify their

struggle to ensure the early establishment of the New International

Economic Order and their efforts to echiev8 collective self-reliance.

3. The Bureau noted that for the elimination of the current malaise

afflicting the world economy there Thust be a.recognition by the developed,
countries of the interrelationship between sr~ctural changes in their

eoonomics consistent with the implementation. of the New International

Economic Order an<;l. measures·.designed to gonelrate growth in aggregate

demand and production ,capaoities in the developing oountries.

TheselstrdcturQI changes cover snifts in the pattern of

pr~dtlction. consumpt1&n,~,trade in the world eoOnomy;

I ...
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of effective national control over the use of na~ional resources;

and restruc:turing o~ the international ,institutional :£'raJllll.WOrk,

including the 9reation of, new institutional.arrangem&nts, if necelils~,

through whichth~ develqping oountries would have fUll and effective

participation ,on the international decision-making process.

4. :Bearing in mind the existing situation in the world economy ,and

international. economicrelation!il, the position of Non-Aligned and ,other

developing c01llltries and in particular, the intransigent position of

developed countries opposing theoeed for struc,tUI:'al 9harl#leS a.iIlIed at

the early establishment of the New.ll'lterna.tionaJ..Economio,Qrder_.aB·we.S..

apparent, during 'the recently conclucledUNCTAD V, the Bureau'reaffit'llied
,'. " - . -'

that econOm1C co-operation among Non-Aligned and otherd6Veld~

couritries had become an imperativeiforthem all.

The Bureau further recognized increased. econoDdcco-operation amdng"

Non-Aligned and other developing countries as one'of'the key elements 'in

the restructuring of 'the present international economic order and for

acc~ierating·thegi'owth of'the developing ~ountries and're-emphasized

the need'to inte~sirY'effortsbQsed on the principle of 'the consoliaation

of their national econo;Ues and collective self-reliance; to. strengthen

and develop trade and economic links between these countries.

The Bureau stressed that the ~stabli~hm~t of the New International.

Economic Order ~plied a rUrid~ental r~st~cturing of the world. eC~~mYan:d
in the, i.~ght of past eVidomce rejected ~he cl~~that su6h arest~turing ,

could be achieve~ simply through th~free;i.nterPlayof lnarket rotces. The

Bureau,' therefore, called upon developed countries t~ ~c6ept global

consriltations within ':the Unitecl Nations on their eCdnomic~licies'in view., ( . , . " .,'

of the major'impact of these policies on the world economy and in order to

achieve'consistency between their short~term and. long-term policies'in a

manner which would be conducive to the iltrPlementation' of the

New lnternationa,l Economic Ortler.

5. ,The Bureau reiterated that the struggle to eliminate the injulltices

of the existing international economic system'and to establish the

New International Economic Orde,r is' an integra.l part 01' th,estrugglk of

peoples for the elimination of foreign aggression; for:eign occupation,'

I ...
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racial discrimi~1iion;" zionism1.apartheid" imperialism, colonial1Sl11and

neo-coloI!ialism. and all othel:1 forms of dependence and subjugation,

interference'inintertjal affairs, domination and .exploitation. These

condemned practices.c.onstitute'major obstacles to the developnent of the

developing)/erldasa whole and thc,greatest threat to world peace and

security., Thej,r elim~nation is,therefore, a prerequisite for the

promotion or deVelopnent aJ:ld int!lrnational: economic Qo-operation.

Review of- the International Economi,c Situation
and the Prospects ,for the Developing Countries

~. The B~eaunoted that the failure'b; the, developed countries, to take

the measures necessary to achieve strUctura.l changes -41 the' international

economy has had repercussions ?n,the edonomies,of the developing countries.

The inability of the qeveloped market econolJl3" countries to' control their

chronic.balance-of-payments imb~lances, high,levels of infiation and

unemployment have been uSdd as a Pretext for, postponing the adoption of

measures in favQur of th~ developing: countries. This has given rise to new

concern!! for the developing countries and has thrown a disproportionately

large share of the burden of adjustment in the world economy on the

economies of the ~ev~loping countries.

7. The Bureau E,lxpressedde,ep dissatisfaction over the protectionist

measures introduced by develOPed countries in recent years in secters where

the comparative ,advantage had shifted in' favour ef the, developing countries

with potential for growth of their industries and reaffirmed its conv1ction

that the proper solution is to, be found in world industrial restructuring which

should be linked, inter alia, with the target of 25 per cent share in world

production of manufacturers for developing countries by the year 2000. The

Bureau reiterated that,developed countries sho~d phase out the ezisting

protectionist and other b~iers, refrain from raising new barriers ana evolve

policies and make the necessary adjustments and accommodation to achieve the

Lima target. In pursuance of this goal, they' should not impose upon

developing countries any sectoral agreements which seek to restrict ,the' trade

of developing countries. Such agreements already in existence shouid be

progressively phased out t~ provide for unlimtted' access ,for the 'products

of developing countries.

I ...
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8. The Bureau expressed its regret that the developed countries have

failed in the fultilateral TrB.d.e Negotiations to respond to the interests and

concerns of the developing countries, including the least developed countries.

The negotiations did not cover many issues of import¥Ice to these countries

and the lists of exceptions proposed included items of principal export interest

to these countries. Contrary to the commitments made by the developed countries

in the Tokyo Declaration, there was no real attempt in the negotiations to
~~1 . .

provide special and differential treatment for the developing countries. The

Bureau therefore' called upon the developed countries to initiate a new round

of negotiations with the developing countries early in the comiDg decade

geared to·the specific problems of developing countries including, inter alia,

the need for differential and special treatment in favour of the developing

coun~ries'and,explicit:recognition of 'the principle of non-reciprocity.

9. The ~eau,regretted the deficiencies in the functioning of the

Generalized System of Preferences and, recommended that it be improved and

given a legal character, and'that its operational date be extended beyond
, ,. . - . . .'" ! J.:,: .. '~·"l',' ..

1981. The Bureau reiterated that the system should be generalized,
:"" ',.'

non-reciprocal ,and non-discri~natDr,Yand should cease being used,as an

instrument for political and economic coercion or retaliation.

10. The Buroau no~e~ that agreement had ~,een reached on, the fundamental

elements at the Negotiatipg Conference on the Common Fund under the

Integrated Programme for Commodities, and urg"d the early convening of the
; ~.. L"

Interim Committee to draft the Articles of Agrepment, ~or ratification ,before

the cnd of the year. The Bureau recalled that although tho proposed Common

Fund fell short' of its original expe~tations, it did, however, provide a

basis for)nitiatil,lg int.crna'&ional action in the field of Commodities•. The

Bureau, therefore, callea. upon all states members of 11NCT~, 'particular;Ly
, .: \' t" 1": ):,: . r

the developed countries, as woll as interna'&ional organizations, that

had not done so to urgently announce their pledaes to the "second window"

of the Fund.
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11. Th", Bureau notecl with regret the lack of progress in action on

Individual Commodity Agreements under the Integrated Programme for

Commodities and urged governments concerned to move from the stage OL

commitment to that of action and implementation., The Bureau further

requestsd that Negotiating Conferences on Commodities on which the

technicai stage of problem identification has made enough progress be

concludki within the extended time-frame of the Integrated Programme

for Commodities and urged that preparatory meetings on the remal-mng

commodities be convened as soon as possible, so that concrete aspects

can be identified with a view to holding Negotiating Conferences on

e'theee products ••

12. The' Bw:eau noted that, at mlc'lliD V, acor.mlitment had been teken
for the establishment of a comprehensive framework for international

co-operation for expanding in developing countries the processing of

primary commodities and the export of processed goods and also noted

the commitment for the establishment of a framework for international

co-operation in the field of marketing and dis"ribution of primary

commodities with a view to increasing the participation of the developing

countries in these activities.

13. The Bureau reaffirmed the importance that Producers' Associations

have as mechanisms for the Non-Aligned and other developing countries to

exercise their legitimate rights to obtain just and remunerative prices

for their raw materials and primary commodities and to improve their

bargaining position in international trade. The Bureau urged the

Non-Aligned and other developing countries' to strengthen the existing

Producers' Associations and establish new ones. In this connexion, the

Bureauunderlinea"the significance of the initiatives taken by the

Non-Aligned and other developing countries to establish aCouncil of

Producers' and ExportersiAssoc~at10riS.

14. The Bureau noted that a major proportion of the balance-of-payments

disequilibria of developing countries has been caused by external factors

due to fUndamental diseqUilibria in the developed countries leading to

prolonged world recession, high rates of inflation imported from developed

countries, increased protectionism and the accelerated deterioration in the
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terms of trade of the developing countries which haa compelled developing

countries to curtail their development programmes and imposed upon them

a crushing burden of debt and debt-servicing. Given the structure of

the international monetary system, the -burden of- exchange rate adjustments

has fallen disproportionately on developing countries with the concomitant

adverse impact on their development programmes. These adverse effects

have been further compounded by the rigid system of conditionality applied

by international monetary institutions. In this context the Bureau

recalled the urgency for a ~~damental and thoroughgoing reform of the

International Lonetary System consistent with the liquidity and development

needs of the developing countries inclUding the establishment of a link

between the creation of SDRs and the provision of additional development

finance. The Bureau emphasized that an essential feature of the reformed

monetary system must include full and effective participation of the

developing countries in the decision-making process.

15. The Bureau stressed the importance of finding appropriate and

effective measures to combat inflation exported to Non-Aligned and other

d&velop1ng countries by developed countries. The Bureau noted With

appreciaticnthe initiative of ~ne Government of Iraq in submitting a

proposal to establish an International Fund in order to help developing

countries alleviate the adverse effects of inflation.

The Bureau recognizing that this proposal merits serious study,

recommends that an Inter-Governmental Co-ordina~ing Group -be requested to

study the-details and implications of this proposal and to present a

report on it to the forthcoming Sixth Conference of Heads of state or

Government of theNon-}~ignedCountries to be held in Havana for decision.

16. The Bureau noted with deep concern the decline in the net flow

of real resources to developing countries to only 0.'0 per cent and the

worsening conditions of resource transfers from developed to developing

countries, and called upon those developed countries that had not yet

reached the target of 0.1 per cent for O.D.A flows to do so within a

stipulated time-frame to be agreed upon within the 1-ramework of the
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new International Development Strategy. The Bureau also recognized

with appreciation the efforts of some developed countries in taking

steps to alleviate the O.D.A. debts of some developing countries and

urged other developed countries, which had not done so, to take as

early as possible the necessary steps to fully implement resolution 165(S-IX)

to benefit all the poorer developing countries covered
by the resolution without discrimination and the completion of

negotiations on detailed features of future debt operations in the light

of the basic concepts contained in resolution 165(S-IX).

17. The Bureau deplored the lack of results at UNCTAD V on an

International Code of Conduct for the Transfer of Technology and

urged the developed market economy countries to show evidence of

a more co-operative spirit, so as to resolve the outstanding

fundamental issues at the forthcoming Negotiating Conference. In this

context the Bureau reaffirmed that the Code of Conduct should be

legally binding.

18. The Bureau noted with appreciation the decision taken at

UNCTAD V to launch a comprehensive and substant~ally expanded

programme in the form of an Immediate Action Programme (1979-1981)

and a Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s in favour

of the Least Developed Countries. The Bureau urged the immediate

implementation of these programmes and urged all developed countries

who entered reservations thereon to withdraw them.

19. The Bureau also stressed the need for financial and technical

assistance from the developed countries and the international agencies

as a means to help the efforts of the countries concerned,to alleviate

the common transit and transport problems relating to land-locked

developing countries and, as appropriate their neighbours. The Bureau

urged specific actions related to the particular needs and problems of

island developing countries as contained in the relevant

United Nations resolutions.
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20. The Bureau recognlzlng the evolving role of UNCTAD, reaffirmed its clear

recognition of UNCTAD as the principal instrument of the General Assembly for

international economic negotiations on international trade and related problems

of. economio development, particularly in the context of negotiations on the

Gstablishment of the New International Economic Order and its role as one of the

m.s.;lor instruments for revie;1 and folloH-up of internati·onal economic developments,

with due regard to the relevant provisions of General 'Assembly resolution 1995 (XIX)

and Conference resolution 90 (IV). The Bureau also reiterated that the

strengthening of UNCTAD should be seen as one of the key elements in the ongoing

process of the restructuring of the social and economic sectors of the

Uni ted Nations. In this connexion the Bureau urged 8.11 countries to provide f'ull

support to the implementation of the resolution adopted at UNCTAD V on

institutional issues with respect to the ,work of UNCTAD.

2l~ The Bureau welcomed the successful conclusion of the negotiations on the

conversion of Ul'l1DO into a specialized agenoy. The Bureau urged all countries to

take appropriate steps to ratify the agreement to convert Ul'l1DO into a specialized

agency before the Third General Conference of UNIDO and expressed the hope that

UNIDO would be instrumental in achieVing the target of 25 per cent share in

world production in manufacturing by developing countries by the year 2000.

22. The Bureau reaffirmed· the 'point of view expressed by the Conference of

Labour Ministers of Non-Aligned and other developing countries (Tunis - April 1978)

that the objective of satisfying basic human needs and ·the eradication of mass

poverty can only be durably achieved through a flindarnentalchange in the

v/orld Economic system, in accordance with the decisions of the Sixth and Seventh

Special Sessions of the United Nations General Assembly. In this context the

Bureau therefore, expressed deep concern at the introduction of concepts, norms

and prinoiples such as access to supplies, graduation, selectiVity, the

utilization of the so-called "Strategy of. basic needs" and the concept of

differentiation in order to shift the fomls of the international oonrnunit1 away

from the negotiations on the New International 'Economic Order, to distort

national development priorities or to attempt to breach the unity of the

developing countries.
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23. The Bureau noted that the guidelines on the formulation of the

International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development

recade given' at the llinisterial YJeeting at Havana and endorsed by the vonference

of Foreign 11inisters of Non-Aligned Countries in Belgrade have been broadly

reflected in the resolution adopted by the General Assembly at its

thirty-third session on the preparation for a New International Development

Strategy.

24. The Bureau reaffirmed that the main objective of the new strategy should

be to accelerate the development of the developing countries and to ensure the
early establishment of the New International Economic Order through an

appropriate and concerted restructuring of the World Order.

25. The Bureau called upon the Non-Aligned and other developing countries

represented in the Preparatory Committee for the New International Development

Strategy to lDake every effort to see that the guidelines for the formulation

of the new strategy laid d~wn in the General Assembly resolution 33/193 are

fUlly reflected during the process of the ·detailed formulation of the Strategy.

The Bureau requested the Non-Aligned and other developing countries to

participate effectively in the formulation of the Stra·tegy and work towards·

its oompletion in time for adoption by the Special Session of the General Assembly

to be held in 1980.
26. As a vast undertaking involving the entire international community, the

New Strategy, inter alia should:

within the framework of viable, consistent, specific and both qualitative

and quantitative goals and objectives, define the role and agreed

commitment of all countries expressed in quantified terms and in an agreed

time-frame for the adoption and implementation of policy measures to

achieve the goals and objectives of the Strategy;

establish an average rate of growth for developing countries as a group

during the n,cade at a level commensura te wi th the need to reduoe to half

the present income gap between developed and developing countries by the

end of the century, whiCh will >!arrant the establislU'lent of a target for

over-all growth of developing countries at a level higher than that for

the Second United Nations Development Decade;

I ...



- seek to achieve a breakthroul)h ~n the resolution of major issues which

are subjects of negotiation in the context of the efforts for the

establishment of the New International Economic Order,

- incorporate the Comprehensive New Programme of Action for the least

developed among deVeloping oountries adopted at UNCTAD V.

27. The Bureeu in a prellmin&1'7 assessment of negotiations at UNCTAD V

expressed grave concern at the IU'lsatisfactory outoome. In this context" tak1ng

accoUnt of ~o large number of issues referred back to the pe:rmanent iDaohinery
. .'- ,"

of UNCTAD as well as of the laCk of support of developed countries for

proposal8 elaborated jointly with 'the developing countries, ae expressed thr0u8h

voting or reserV'ationson the part' of the former on consensus texts, the'lluroau

deplored iJl particular that, full agresment was only reached on a slllall' n\IIJIber

of ~ssues many of which wore of a fprmal character or of iimitedsoope. 'It

therefore, urged develop8d countries to reconsider their attitude on the '

substantiai mattere which are now to be discUssed in· the appropriate iJNCTAIl '

machinery and to withdraw their roserV'ations iD order to broaden' the area of

agreement.', It fUrther~60~ the developed ,cOIU'ltries to' demonstrate a pOlitical

will to resume negotiations in a mOre uie~ingtul mannor•
. ~ .";.. .~':' .' . \" :./ -. .'. .

28. The Bureau obso1'V'ed that the world food situatien continued to be

critical, particularly for food-deticient develop~g'colU'ltries and reaffirmed

the full torce of tho deoisions adopted at the Fifth'Conferenee of Heads ot
State cr Government ,of the NOJl-AUsnod Countries :i.ridcondomnod the threat

to use toodas a weapon 'against dovcloping countries.

29. .Tho Buroeu rcaftirmecltho view expressed by Non-Aligned cOlU'ltrios that

llCOOlU'lt should be tekenotthc ';'itUlltion fMOd by countries whose territ6ries

remained IU'lde.: oolonial domination or toreign occupa.tion, with 11 view to

considering'measures to support their justca.use for national liberation and

the detence: of thoir naturll1 ros~~ccs', and also ro~firmed the right ot those
'., , . .

pooples to comp~~~ation tor the loesoe auftorod during the period ot struggle

Q6IlJ.nst colonialoc'cuPlltion, ziOli1sm,' discrimination and o.pa.rtheid.

/ ...
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30. TtjQ ..Bllrei:lu .,lso .r()it()rs.tcdth(~ 'n~H tmable riBht of the developing

countries to exercise their legitimate riBhts for the eff~ctive and

permanent sovereignty and control over thoir natural ana all other

rCSOllr.ces, such as their ~~ershiP,the utilizntion of such resources,

~d right to nationalize them in acoordanoe:~ith their national

legislati~m.

11. The Bureau noted 'nth satisfaction the deci.sion. of the United Nations

.General Assembly to convene an International Conferenbe on new and renewable

sources of energy in 1981. The beau :ree0mm0c4od, in view of the llrgonoy

of·this matter, pending the oonvening of this Conference, llrgent steps

should be taken in the United Nations system for placing greater c,mphasis

on provision of assistance to the developing countries for undertaking,
resoarch in the devolopment of new and renewable sOllrces·of energy, for

ensuring access of the developing cOUlltrics to latest technologies and

developments in this vital area of tDterest to them and for mobilizing
,'- ."\

reso\.u.ces for the above purposes.

3Z. The Bllreav. consiClered that in the light of the results of the

negotiations of UNCTAD V and other recent nosotiations between the
:' .l,,"- ,,',' , ":. • , . ,.'

developed and developing countries, it hadbocomc illlperativefor

Non-Aligned and ·other developing countries· to undertake an a.ssessment

of the w'\t in which these negotiations had proceeded in order to adopt

appropriate meaSllres to enSllre more significant rcsult~ In this

respect, the Bureau urged the Non~igned and other developing countries

to take steps to achieve an effective co-ordination of their'pelicies

in regard to the negotiations with developed countries and also to

ensure the early implomentation of theproarammc of· economic co-operation

among developing countries, based on·thc principle of 'collective

self-reliance' with the vie,~ to acce16rating their own dcVelopmentas well

as to strengthen the necessary countervailing power to sustain their

bargaining position.

33. The Bureau condemned the attelllpts of some developed countries

to break the unity of the Group of 77 by introducing the subject of

energy in the negotiations at UNCTAD V. The Bureau considered that

this matter should properly be discussed in the broader context of the

global negotiations envisaged in paragraph 38 hereunder.

I ...
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34. The Bureau recognized the necessity fcr the Non-Aligned and

other developing countries to reinforce their mutual assistance and

solidarity in the context of the principle of collective self-reliance.

It accordingly decided that a consultative group of Non-Aligned countries

sho~~Q meet at an early date with a view to elaborating proposals

concerning ~uitable arrangements aimed at achieving this objective

and submit a report to the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government

oftllc Non-llignuu Countries for.:decisicD.

35. The Bureau welcomed the proposal of the Governmc:.:t of Guyana to

host .this meeting.

36. The Bureau assessed the methods applied in the~egotiations

on international economic co-operation between developed and deVeloping

countries taking into' account the very limited results achieved so far~

In this conneXionit was of the opinion tha.t the ,apP:lCsaph for future

?egotiations should have the following characteristics:

- be action n~1ented

allow for an integrated approach to iss~~s

-proceed simultaneously on different planes

- be open to universal participation •

. 37. It was .felt that this might require 'some shift from traditional

approaches to the present'organization of the debate in. the concerned

economic forums of the United Nations in order to provide the reqUired

politioal.impulse for a forthcoming round of global and sustained

negotiations.

38. The Bureau therefore recommended to the ,Non_Aligned o,ountries

to examine the methods to be applied in the negotiations between

developed and developing countries en the basis ef the abeve and other

proposals if any to this end,· while also ,taking into account the

provisions of paragraph 32 above in order to take a final decision

thereon at the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the

Non-Aligned Countries.
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39. The Bure~.u further rGcommended th"t, if r:. positive (lecision ""re to be

taken by the Si"th Conference of lIer:.ds of Sk.te or GovernLlent of the

N~n-i~licned. Countries on this ClobD-l round of ncgotintions, c. oecision

,",ould likm'lise be token concerninc the conveninG of c. prep8.r"tory meetine

of the Non-Aliened. "nc1 other d.eveloping countries to e):D.IJline the oifferent

components of·the neGotirrtions prior to the l~unching of this global round.

~O.The Bureau considered thc.t the Speci£.l Session of the United Nations

Genera.l Assembly to be convened· in 1980, should be devoted. to ~. revie~! of

the implement[\tion of the Nell Internc,tiond Economic Order and for

conclud.inG the ne(;"Oti,,-tions for adoptinG 2. llm-r International DGvelopment

Strategy. The Special SGssion shnulc1, in 'O,,-rticular, provide the

appropriate political forum for resolving the outst=dinc: issues relatinG

to the Np·,: I'lternatiOIlal Development Strt'.tegy in the context of the need.

.Jr restrllcturing of the ,"orld. economy. It should also ~stablish priorities

and lay dOlm a time- .able for negotiations, '.·r~thin the framework' of the

Ne'" Stratef,Y, during the 1980s on ne", issues.

41. The Bureau called upon the Non-Ll~bned and other dev~lopinG countries

to make a concerted effort to ensure the success of the Special Session.

For this pur")ose, a meeting of the Group of 77 should. be convened. prior to

the SpeCial Session in order to establish the common position of the

developing countries in respect of the mD-jor issues to be discussed. and

negotie.ted during this session.

42. The BureD-u stressed. that it Hes neceSSD-ry for the Non-Aligned

countries to suste,in tho initiative 2.S rege.rds policies of interna.tional

economic co-operation bEm-ring in mind. the limitec1 results of the

negotiat~ons between the developod_.3lld.developing countries since the

Sixth Special Session of the G0ner~1 Assembly.

~ 3. The Bureeu thelefore emph1lsized the role of the Non-Llie,'ned Novement

as the centrQl forum fur the elaborD-tion D-no. adoption of policy decisions

of developinG countries relD-ting tointern;:tional co-operation.

~L:. The Bureau further re"ffirmed that so far es non-aligned action at the

level of UnitGd. Ne.tions economic fore is concerned the Group of 77 is a

most v~luable instrument for the co-ordinated implement~tion of such

policy decisions thrOUGh neG'Oti2.tions Hith developed countries.



-68-

45. The Bureau considered that the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or

Government of the Non-Aligned Countries should take a position on the

possibility or otherwise of creating a technical support machinery for the

developing countries in the light of all available reports on the subject

of international economic co-operation.

46. The Bureau also recalled in this connexion the decisions taken by the

Ministerial Conference of Non-Aligned Countries in Belgrade calling on

Non-Aligned countries to continue to play their pivotal and crucial role

within the Group of 77 thereby not only strengthening the common front of

all developing countries in their negotiations on the New International

Economic Order but also the implementation of programmes of co-operation

among developing countries for the promotion of their collective

self-reliance and for mutual benefit.
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ANNEXII

Implementation of the Colombo Action PrograllDlle for
Economic Co-operation among Non-aligned and other
Developing Countries: reports of the co-ordinating

countries

/...



-70-

IMPLEMENTJ.TION OF THE CCLOMBO ,ACTION PROGRi'.MME
FOR ECONOMIC Co-OPBRATION mOlfG NON-ALIGnED
AND OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES' REPORTS OF
THE Co-ORDL~ATING COUNTRIES

1. The Bureau reviewed the implementation of the Aotion Programme

for Economic Co-operation adopted in Colombo and noted that insufficient

progreas had been achieved towards the implementation of the decisions

taken at the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the

Non-Aligned Countries.

2. The Bureau recornizcc' the need for establishing priorities and

target dates for the various proposals contained in the Action Programme.

The Bureau recalled the decision of the Heads of State or Government of

the Non-Aligned countries at the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or

Government of the Non-J.ligned Countries held in Colombo to review

annually the implementation of the Action Programme and decided to

convene for this purpose a meeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau in

New York, to consider proposals from the Co-ordinating Countries before

the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned

Countries to be held in Havana. The Bureau also decided that the

Co-ordinating Bureau in New York should review annually the progress

in the implementa,tion of the Action Programme and take appropriate

measures to accelerate the implementation of the Programme.

3. The Bureau reiterated the urgency for the Non-Aligned and other

developing countries to increasingly co-operate with one another to

further their national and collective self-reliance as an JDportant

element of their strategy for 'international development co-operation

aimed at the establishment of the New International Economic Order.

A. RJ.W !''tATERIALS

4. The Bureau recalled that the Statute relating to the establishment

of a Council of Associations of Developing Countries Producers-Exporters

of Raw Materials, had been adopted and urged all Non-Alignod and other

developing countries to ensure that their concerned PrOducers-Exporters

i.ssociations speedily acceded to the Cotulcil with a view to making, it

operational as soon as possible.

I ...
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B. TRlJlE

5. The Bureau noted that the report on the study on fullest use of

complementaries in terms of resource endowments and industrial and technological

capacities would be ready for submission, by India to all the Non~Aligned

countriea in July 1979 and noted that this would make it poasible for the

forthcoming Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the

Non-Aligned Countries to consider taking follow-up action,in this respect.

The Bureau recalled that the'meeting of the Co-ordinating,.Bureau held in

New Delhi in Lpril 1977. had commissioned this study.

6. The Bureau recalled the decision. taken at, the Fifth Conference of

of Heads .0f.State or,Government of the Non-Ali:gned Countpies as also the

subsequent :r:eij;eration of this by the Arusha Meeting of the -Group of 77 .
regarding the urgency to undertake negotiations with a- vi9ll\' to establishing,

at anearJy d,{lte, a Global System of Trade Preferences among developing

countries. The need for this had assumed even greater urgency in:,the,

light of the ab!3ence of Progress in the negotiations between developed ,alnd

developing countries in th.. field of international economic cc-operation.t· .. . .: ' .

In this connex;l.cn, t1;,,~u~:the~1Jy'afJlIlS ~a'IlI-JfU

developing countries. on this subject at UNCT.ffi V and expressed the'view

that this provided a good point of departure for negotia,tions.

7. The Bureau also took,not~ of the work being done in this sector· by the
r~ , 'c

APEC ~I project in Gl'orgetown with sp~cial reference tc the pUblication

of a quarterly review of, cOlDll!odity ,trade and activi ties "f producers'

associations of developing countries and the preparation 9f-a study on

trade flows among developing countrias based on:a select list of export
-

products.

C. FINANCIAL AND MONETARY Co-OPERA,TION

8. The Bureau noted the delay in the preparation of studies by the concarned

co-ordi~ting countries in the field of monetary and financial co-operation

and called upon them to. urgently fiI:\alize t,he st1.4die,j with a view to

submitting them:to. t1;e Sixth, COnferen,ceofl{eads" o-f Sta teorGOvernment

of the Non-Aligned Countries, for,decision.
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9. The Bureau welcomed the decision tc held the meeting of

Ministers of Finance of the Group of 77 on the eve of the illinual Meetir!k

of the World Bank in Belgrade and recommMded to the Group of' 24, which

has been'charged with the task to prepare fOT this meeting. The

Ministerial meeting sh6Uld take into acccunt the decisions 0;£ the Sixth

Conference' of Heads of State or Government of the Non-i..ligned Countries

.relevant to the eo-opera.tion in monetary and finanoial fields and ID turn

identifY specifio aotions with a view tC' 'ensuring the sucoessful .

implementation of these decisions.

D.THE'SOLIDARITY FUND FoR :E:CONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES •

10. The Bu:ceau noted tha,tallthe·formal lega;lrequirements for the

J'OI!lll1el\.oeJ!jent of .tb,e op.era.tiol;O.;of ·theSolidarity Fund for EoonoDiio· and

Sooial.. Development of N~-Al.igned Countriea have not been met as yet and'

that nn,twithstanding the endeavours.,made so far, the number ef oountries

which acaeded to the Fund is, not ·sufficient.

l~ .. The Bureau reoalled that .the Belgrade Conference had urged all'

J,ilo~7.Al~ll:lle.q. oountrie~ ",I:j,,)la~not ye1;~·don'l'.llo to· .aooede to· the Statute of

the Fund.as soon as possible, in view of its ecenomio.and·politioal

signifiOllnce.

12. Takingint') aooount the urgenoy for the Solidarity Fund tobeoome

nperational if possible, prior to·the· Sixth Conference of Heads of state

or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries; the Bureau reoommended to the

co-ordinator countries and to the Government <If Kuwait, the oountry

hosting the Fund, to ,intensify oonsultations to that effeot and, to take

all measures so that the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government

of the Non-Alignp.d Countries coUld, by its decisi()ns, make possible the

~ommencement of the nperation of the Fund.

E. INDUSTRIALIZATION

1.'). The Burell.u not.ed with .appreciation the work done in this sect~r by

the /lPEC TTISecretariat in Georgetown, .particUlarly in relation ·to the

implementation of the Inte=egional Pr9-ject.onPharma0euticals•.. It also

took note of the ongoing work on fertilizers, pesticides, sugar

derivatives and food prooessing.
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F. FImRIES

14. The Bureau expressed its satisfaction with the results obtained at

the First Meeting of the Co-ordinating Countries in this sector which was

successfully held in Rome from 18 to 20 April 1979, to assess and analyse

the possibilities for implementation of the recommendations adopted by the

first and second meetings of the Non-Aligned and other developing coUntries

interested in this sector of co-operation.· Ii,: this connexion, the

Bureau decided:

(i) To urge the Non-Aligned and other ~~ve1opin~ countrieA tn

communicate to the co-ordinating countries, as soon as possible

their interest regarding collaboration in fisheries as well as

of the possibilities in assisting in the sphere of·co11aboration

as requested in the questionrlli4.~ vrepared to this effect I

(ii) To express satisfaction to the FAO for its collaboration

in these working programme and in particular for its help

in facilitating the· work which will bring up-to-date the

situstion·of the fishing resources of the Non-Ji1igned·eOuntrles

in order tliat, tbgether with the interests of these couritries .

and their disposition to collaborate, it serves as a complement

for the elaboration 'Of future projects of collaboration in

this sectorl

(iii) That it is necessary to call for a meeting of the

co-ordinating countries in this sector prior to·the Sixth

Conference of Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned·

Countries to analyse .the wdrk )lndertaken' and llhe
aspects to be considered for the preparation of·the report

to this Conference of Heads of State or Government. In this

connexion the Bureau expressed the desire thet one of the

·co-ordinating cOuritries offer~ itself·as host country for

this meeting.

15. The Bureau expressed satisfaction at the steps being taken for the

rapid imp1ementstion of co-operation activities in this sphere.

I ...



G. TRANSPORT

16. The :Bureau noted the intention at the APEC/TTI Secretariat in Georgetown

to embark, subject to the availability of funds, of a work programme in

this sector designed to:

(i) investigate the transport problems and means to improve

the existing situation for commodities delivered by the

existing producersassocia~ionand those which will be

covered by new producers association;

(ii) . to study the trade rates, costs and forms of shipment

for those commodities identified in the study on trade

plans among developing countries;

(Hi) study the transport aspects of these problems of those

industrial sectors that are covered in the industry

sector of the APEC/TTI project.

H. TELECOMMUNICATIONS

17. The Bureau also took note of the recommendations of the meeting

of the Telecommunications Administrators of Non-Aligned countries in

Yacunde from 7'''0 10 May. 1979 and endorSed. the recommendations of that
meeting.

18. The :Bureau welcomed the constitution of an ad hoc group of experts

to examine in full all the documents in order to evolve a joint stand to be

taken by the Non-Aligned countries at the World ~dministration Radio

ConfQrence (WARC) in 1979.
19. The Bureau noted the programme of action submitted by the United Republic

of Cameroon with a view to strengthening co-operation among Non-Aligned

Countries in the field of telecommunications. In view of the importance

and interest of this Programme, the Bureau inVited the Non-Aligned Countries

to study the proposals contained therein, which would be submitted to the

Sixth Conference of Reads of[ state or..Government·cl!- the Non-Aligned Countries

for considerat~on anJ adoption.

I ...
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1. THE INTERNl.TION1,L CENTRE FOR PUBLIC ENTERPRISES

20. The Bureau noted with satisfaction the successful activities

of the Internat.ionalCentre for Public Enterprise..

Ljubljana, Yugoslavia. f,ssessing its work as a concrete

and significant contribution to the promotion of

co-operation among Non-~ligned and other developing countries

in the implementation cf the principle of collective

self-reliance, the Bureau expressed its hope that with the

active support and participation of Non-~ligned and other

developing ~ountries the Centre will continue .to pursue

its very useful activities.

21. In this regard, the Bureau called upon all Non-~ligned

and other developing countries which have not done so

as yet to accede to the Centre and, by their active

ccntribution to make possible its even more successful

functi oning.

J. HEl.LTH

22. The Bureau noted with satisfantion the progress achieved

in this field of co-operation, as well as the work

undertaken,following the adoption of the Programme of

Action, in order to implement the Programme in accordance

with the principal objectives, which were of urgency and

importance to Non-Aligned countries as contained in the

recommendations of the Meeting of Experts on Health,

held in Havana in March 1979 and subsequently approved by,
the Third Meeting of Ministers and/or Representatives of

Health of Non-Aligned and other developing countries,

held in Geneva in May 1979.

I ...
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23. The Bureau noted the decisions taken by the Third Meeting

of Ministers andlor Representatives of Health and referred them

for consideration to the Sixth Conference of Heads of State

or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries. which will be held in Havana.

Cuba in September 1919.

24. The Bureau reiterated the recommendation adopted by the

Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned Countries. at their

meeting held in Belgrade in July 1918. that an annual meeting of

Ministers of Health of Non-Aligned and other interested developing

countries should continue to be held during the World Health Assembly in

Geneva.

K. TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION AND CONSULTANCY SERVICE

25. The Bureau welcomed the announcement by India that in pursuance

of the decision taken at the Bureau meeting held in New Delhi. a meeting

of experts from leading consultancy organizations in developing countries

is to be held in New Delhi from 18 to 20 July. 1919 to consider the

feasibility of setting up a Project Development Facility (PDF). The

Bureau expressed the hope that all Non-Aligned and other developing

countries would ensure participation in the proposed meeting with a

view to making a recommendation on the feasibility or otherwise of the

project and if feasible to formulate a definitive proposal for

establishing a Project Development Facility to be presented to the Sixth

Conference of Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries.

L. SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT

26. The Bureau noted with satisfaction that steps were being taken

by India to ensure that the Plenipotentiary Conference to adopt the

Statutes of the proposed Non-Aligned Centre for Science and Technology

in India would be convened in the near future.

I ...
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27· The 13u-reau welcomed the initiative taken by the Group of 77 in preparing

a draft pl~~ of action to serve as the basis of. disoussion at the forthooming

United Nations Conference on Science and Technology .and Development in Vienna

and called upon all Non-Aligned countl;ies to oontinue to pla;y a vital and

catalytic role Wi1;mn ,;ne c,roup of 77 •. in p~icular, in meet.ings ef the Gre'})

prior to the Vienna Conferenoe, so as to ensure the suooessful conolusion "f

the Conference.

28. With respect to the Code of Conduct on the Transfer of Technology, the

Bureau considered that it would be necessary for. the Non-Aligned an,d other

developing countries to hold a meeting prior to the resu~ption Of the
,",'.. '

Plenipotentiaries Conference scheduled to take place. in the last quarter of. .:. . ','.

1979 in order to harmonise their positions on this. crucial matter. In this

connexion the llure'l.u welcomed the. offer of the Government of India to host

this meetinG'.

M. TRANSNATIONAI, CORPORATIONS

29. The Bureau noted that as of end Marcn 1979, 21. countries have signed ehe

Statutes of the Information Centre on Tran~national Corporations and four of these

countries have ratified it so far. The .llureaU, therefore,ca11ed upon all. - . ! - , .

NOI).-Aligned countries to sign and ratify the statutes so that the Centre could

commence operations at an early date.

30. The llure.au took note with satisfa:-tion of the agreement reached in New York

to authorize the Government of Cuba to begin the preliminary work of, the

Information Centre of Transnationals.

N. RESEARCH AND INFORMATION SYSTEM

31. The llureau took note of the Final Report of the First Meeting of the

Researcn and Iniormation System of the N'Jn-bligned and other developing ~ountries

held in Belgrade from 23-25 Januaxy, 1979.

32. The Bureau appreciated the progress maae by the Research and Information

System in this regard, espe~ially in view of the. fact that activities which will

be encompassed under this Research and Information System should be helpful in

the following areas:
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(i) in negotiations of the Non-Aligned a~d other developing

countries within the framework of discussions on an

International Strategy for the Third Development Decade;

(ii) in negotiations between those countries and the developed

States in the context of efforts to establish the

New International Economic Order;

(iii) in negotiations of the Non-Aligned and other developing

countries in international organizations and the

United Nations P,gencies;

(iv) as an analytical basis for documents on economic development

to be reviewed by the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or

Government of the Non-Aligned Countries in Havana, in 1979

(v) in all other cases indicated by the Non-Aligned countries

Co-ordinating Bureau at ministerial level.

33. The Bureau noted that almost all the countries members of the

Research and Information System have nominated the National Institutions

and Experts which will be participating in the system of linkages.

34. The Bureau endorsed the agreed programce of work in partiCUlar' the

preparation of analytical papers and background documentation for:

(i) the International Development Strategy for the Third Development

Decade, which should be drafted by the International Centr~ for

Economic Investigations, Havana (Cub~), the Indian,Council of

Social Science Research, New Delhi (India), the Centre for

Economic and Social Studies of the Third Horld, Nexico City (Nexico),

and the Consortium of Seven Institutes (Yugoslavia);

(ii) on relevant issues of the ~ew International Economic Order

which should assist the developing countries in the process of

preparation of the Special Se~sion of the General Assembly on

the New International Economic Order in 1980. The papers should

be prepared by members of the System from liexico, Yugoslavia

and probably also from Cuba and Tunisia. Contributions from

all other interested institutions in this effort would also

be welcome.
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35. The Bureau noted that Sri Lanka's proposal related to Primary

Commodities has been accepted for inclusion in the programme of work of

the Research and Information System, with the provision that there should

~e.a methodology to mention the trends in the production of primary products

which are of significance for the developing countries e;xports.

36. The Bureau also strongly supported the decision of the first meeting

of the System that all Non-Aligned and other developing countries should

be invited to participate in the System and nominate appropriate national

institutions in their country fOr that purpose.

37. The Bureau took note with great satisfaction that the next meeting

of the Group of Experts of the System would be o:qga.nized as early as possible

·in 1980 and that India's offer to consider the p~$Sibility of hosting the

meetin~was,supportedwholeheartedlY.

O. ROLE OF VOMEN IN DEVELOPNENT

38. The Bureau took note with satisfaction that the Conference of

Non-Align~d and other developing countries on the Role of Women in Development

was held in llagbdad from 6 to 13 Nay 1979. The Bureau took note of the

report presented by the host· cbuntry, Iraq, and f>xpressed the view that

theConferellcce had made important recommendations which would go a long waif

in furth~~ing international co-operation and the adoption of strategies for

enhancing'the role of women in development. The Bureau felt that the

Conference had played a positive role in the process of sharing of valuable

national experiences of developing countries on the role of women in

development and had clearly hiehliBhted the need for more bilateral, r;3gional

. and international co-operation in this field. The Bureau endorsed the report

of the Conference and recommended that the concrete proposals ~e by the

Conference shoula serve as an essential input into the forthcoming

United Nations Conference on Women to be held in Copenhagen in 1980.

I ...



39. The Bureau further recommended that the Sixth Conference of Heads of

State or Government of' the Non-kligned 'Countri~~ endorse the report of the

Conference whiCh would ,serve as a Qasis for future co~operation among

Non-Higned and other developing countries to further the role of women in

development.

P. TOURI&1

40. The Bureau took note thst the co-ordinating ,countries 'had oirculated

the Action Programme for co-o»erationin'Tourism among Non-Aligned and

other developing countries in July 1978.
41. The Bureau renewed its in.Jitation'to interested Non-ldigned countries

to offer to host t~e ~1eetingof the, Group ,of Governmental l':xperts. }.sit

has not been able to ha"(a this, Meeting, ot. the, E:lcperts before the Sixth

Conference of Heads of state or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries as

scheduled earlier, the Bureau urges the ilnportence of holding it as early

as possible after the sixtq,Conferenoeof Heads of state or Government of

the Non-Aligned Countr~es.

Q. PE.! ci;FUL USES OF NUCfEf.!1 ENERGY

42. Th~; Bureau i~ happyfu note the work done by the Group of Non-Aligned

Co-ordinating Countries on peaceful uses of nuclear energy at their ,First

Pr~paratory Neeting held in Belgrade in December 1978. The Bureau

reiterates the importance of the~mplementationof decisions taken at the

Preparator.v 14eeting. The main decisions were as follows:

(i) The Non~A1igned countries should have a co-ordinated

approach in the IAEA which will strengthen the role of

the GroUp' of 77 in the Association;

(ii)'The necessity to convene an international conference on

the use of nuclear energy for economic and social

'development;

43. The Bureau reiterated its recommendation to all Non-Aligned countries

to support the holding of an international conference on peaceful uses of

nuclear energy for economic and social development/General Ji.ssembly

resolution 32/50 adopted u,y consensus and to inform the Secretary-General

of the United Nations of their support.
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44. It expressed concern at the obstaoles imposed by the developed

countries on the transfer of technology relating to the peaceful uses

of atomic energy through setting term!! and conditions incompatible

with their national sovereignty and with the criteria of finanoial

viability.

45. The Bureau emphasised the necessity in particular under these

oircumstances for developing countries to strengthen their co-operation

in this field and decided that the group' of co-ordinators on nuclear

energy should make concrete proposals on the framework and contents

of such co-operation.

R. SPORTS

46. The Bureau studied the report submitted by the Co-ordinating

countries and noted with satisfaction the progress made in the formulation

of principles and plans for democratization, encouragement and co-operation

in this field.

47. The Bureau considered that the recommendations adopted at the

Ministerial Meeting in Belgrade concerning the need to support the

Plan of Action in this field should be implemented, in order to achieve

the objectives set out therein, to strengthen oollaboration and

exchange among Non-Aligned and other developing countries, as well as

the preparations of sports meetings bet'1een them.

48. The Bureau called upon international organizations, in particular,

UNESCO, to provide the necessary support in order to ensure that the

Plan of Action was implemented. In this connexion, the Bureau decided

to support the work of the UNESCO Inte~t.u COIIIIlIittes. for

Physical Education and Sport and to co-ordinate thb activities of

Non-Aligned Countries within that Committee.

49. The Bureau decided to encourage Non-Alignej and other interested

developing countries to participate in appropriate activities contained

in the Programme of Action and to support the principles set out in

the Sports Declaration during the sports meetings and international

conferences in which they participate.
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ANNEX III

Resolution of thnnks to the Government and people of Sri Lanka

/ ...
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Resolution of Thanks to the Government and People of Sri Lanka

as the Host Country

The Ministerial Meeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau of Non-Aligned

Countries held in Colombo, Sri Lanka from Jume 4 - 9, 1979)

Noting with great satisfaction the excellent facilities and the

meticulous arrangements provided by the Host Government and the

traditionally warm hospitality and spontaneous friendliness of the

people of Sri Lanka which provided a congenial atmosphere conducive

to the success of this Meeting as in previous conferences held in

Colombo I

Encouraged by the presence at the Meeting and the inspiring

inaugural address of His Excellency J.R. Jayewardene, President of

the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, in which he

described Non-Alignment as a golden thread running through the

Foreign Policy of Sri Lanka where the Colombo Conference 25 years

ago led directly to the concept of Afro-Asian solidarity and the

policy of Non-Alignment;

Expresses its satisfaction and pays tribute to His Excellency

J.R. Jayewardene for his leadership as Chairman of the Non-Aligned

Movement in this decisive stage;

Conveys its appreciation and deep thanks to the people

and Government of Sri Lanka for the consistent role of the country

in nurturing and developing the principles of Non-Alignment both

nationally and internationally particularly during the period of

its incumbency as Chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement;

Commends the efficient and patient steering of the Meeting

by its Chairman, His Excellency Mr A.C.S. Hameed, Minister of

Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Socialist Rep~blic of Sri Lanka

ensuring the successful outcome of its deliberations and for the

skilful manner in which he co-ordinated our Movement in this

period.
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ANNEX IV

Statement by His Excellency J. R. Jayewardene. President
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. made

at the inaugural session of the Meetinp;

/ ...
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YOUR EXCELLENCIES,

DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES AND

FRIENDS,

I consider ita privilege to be able to inaugurate this Ministerial

Meeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau of Non-Aligned countries, preparatory

to the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned

countries in Havana in September 1979.

It is interesting to remember that the first idea of a meeting of

Afro-Asian nations, which later led to the first meeting of Non-Aligned

nations, originated in Colombo at the Colombo Powers Conference held here

in April/May 1954.

U Nu of Burma; Sir John Kota.laweJ.a of Ceylon (Sri Lanka);

Jawaharlal Nehru of India; Kobalood Ali of Paki~tan; and Ali Sastrealllli:ctjojo­

of Indonesia, attended as the Prime Ministers of their respective countries.

As Leader of the House of Representatives, together with

Sir Oliver Goonetilleke, the Leader of the Senate, I was one of the members

of the Ceylon Delegation.

Among other decisions we unanimously declared our faith in democracy

and democratic institutions, and our unshakable determination to resist

interference in the affairs of our countries. We also discussed the

desirability of holding a conference of Afro-Asian Nations and favoured a

proposal that the Prime .Minister of Indonesia might explore the possibility

of such a conference.

It was at the Colombo Conference that Jawaharlal Nehru in his

opening address on 28 April 195tFsMd, "The main probl~m in the
World was the continuing problem of the 'Cold War' between two blocs

of big powerful countries. Most of the countries represented at the

Conference had attempted to follow a policy of non-alignment with these

great power blocs and to live their own lives according to their notions

wi thout dictation or compulsion from abroad".

As far as I am aware, this was the first public o~casion and

conference where the word "Non-Aligned" was used.

I ...
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The Colombo Powers met again at Bogor, in Indonesia, in December 1954.

The main object of the meeting was to consider matters concerning an

Afro-Asian Conference first suggested at the meeting in Colombo in April.

The purpose of the Afro-Asian Conference was -

(a) To promote goodwill and ~~-operation among the nations

of Asia and Africa; to explore and advance their mutual

as well as common interests and to establish and further

friendliness and neighbourly relations.

(b) To consider social, economic, and cultural problems and

and relations of the countries represented.

(c) To consider problems of special interest to Asian and

African peoples"- for e~ple, l'roblems a!fe~ting na.t.tonal

sovereignty and of racialism and colonialism.

(d) To view the position of Asia and Africa and their peoples

in the World of today and the contribution they can make

to the promotion of World peace and co-operation.

The following 25 countries were to be invited: Afghanistan,

Cambodia, the Central African Federation, People's Republic of China,

Egypt, Ethiopia, the Gold Coaatt Persia, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Laos,

Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Nepal, the Philippines, Saudi Arabia, the

Sudan, Syria, Siam, Turkey, North and South Vietnam, and the Yemen.

This Afro-Asian Conference met in Bandung, Indonesia, from

18 to 25 April 1955. It was attended by delegatee from

29 countries with a total population of about 1,400 million people.

An astonishing range and diversity of race and opinion was represented

at the Bandung Conference. The variety of religions and doctrines

included, as was observed by Dr. Soekarno in his opening address,

"Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Jainism,

Sikhism, Zoroastrianism, Shintoism, and Marhaenism, Socialism,

Capitalism and Communism". This was the first major conference of the

newly independent nations of Asia and Africa.

This diverse assembly had certain bOnds which bound them

together. The spirit of independence and nationalism, and the common

I ...
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feeling of anti-colonialism. The whole of Africa and the whole of Asia,

except Japan, had been under the rule or dominance of the Western Powers.

They were now free. They felt that they were not adequately recognised

by the rest of the world as an independent force in international affairs.

Throughout their declarations, firstly"t Colombo, and later at Bogor alid

at Bandung, they were not only talking of economic development but trying

to stretch their hands out to be able to take a leading part in the shaping

of world events. They also feared that the powerful nations may again

seek to dominate them, if not te=i.torially, but in some other ways.

The speeches made by some of the delegates showed the fear some of

them had of the use of atomic weapons in the possession of the USA and USSR

at that time, and the possibility that the vforld could gang up behind one

or other of these countries. There were also many ooun:tJ:i1i8 wh.il.d1 h!l4 !\let

aligned themselves to one bloc or another and refused to be camp followers

of one or more of the Bigger Powers.

In addition to adopting several resolutions on International Affairs,

political, economic, social, etc., the Bandung Conference also recommended

that the five sponsoring countries consisting of Burma, Ceylon, India,

Indonesia and Pakistan consider the convening of the next meeting of the

Conference, in consultation with the participating countries.

Six years later in September 1961 and on a broader geographical basis,

a group of countries now calling themselves Non-Aligned countries met at

Belgrade. This was the first Conference of Heads of qtate or Government

of this Movement. Thus the idea conceived in Colombo in 1954; nurtured in

Bandung in 1955 J WB.& born in Belgrade in 1961.

This was a time during "hich the Cold \~ar polarised the World into

two antagonistic blocs. Non-Alignment >rith either of the two Super Powers

constituted and still constitutes the fundamental tenet of the group.

The histor,yof the Non-Aligned Movement is the history of the

evolution of an important aspeot of international relations during the

last twenty-five years. It began as an alternative to the military

alliances of the Super Powers. It now represents the most comprehensive

political coalition outside these alliances. Eighty-six countries and

two organisations today identify themselves with this Movement, beginning

I ...
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with 25 members at the Belgrade Summit in 1961; 47 members at the Cairo

summit in 1964; 53 members at the Lusaka Summit in 1970; 75 members at

the Algiers Summit in 1973; and 86 members at the Colombo Summit in 1976.

The observers and guests have also increased from 3 at Belgrade to

19 observers and 7 guosts at Colombo.

This is an opportune moment for reflection. As the Non-Aligned Movement

approaches another Summit meeting, we have to consider the resolutions and

declarations which will guide our Movement over the next few years. Debates

wi thin the Movement are dynamic and vibrant. That dynamism must be preceded

by a thoughtful examination of where we are today; whither we are going;

and how we are trying to get there.

It is argued that the bi-polar World does not exist any longer and

that Non-Alignment as a middle course between two contending power blocS

is no longer relevant. The end of bi-polarity as the dominant feature of

iuternational relations makes Non-Alignment to my mind even more relevant

than before, because the existence of different centres of power makes it

all the more necessary that the Non-Aligned countries pursue evenhanded

relationships with all of them, without getting drawn into any of their

conflicts.

Some of the new centres of power are economic, not political.

Our cauntries must deal with them, while pursuing our own interests, and

without turning ourselves into economic appendages of any particular

economic power. Other centres of power continue to remain political.

We have to deal with them, too, carefully avoiding the risk of potential

alignment in the context of rivalry between powers. How to achieve this

state of balance is BOnsthing that your deliberations will have to take

into account.

Your agenda shows that many of the issues that worried us in the

past have been solved, some exist. in d.ifferent forms and some remain

unresolved. That should not deter us. History proves to us that in

affairs between nations there are no quick answers to difficult problems.

We in Asia have always believed that time is a dimension that has to be

taken into a.caunt as a vi tal element of any discussion or negotiation•

.,...
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It will take time to resolve th,e problems that you discuss. But time

alone'will not suffice. There must be determination tco - determination in

terms of commitmerit to achieve specifi.c goals and objectives I determination

in terms of the desire and sincerity to remain united· and strong.

Your presence here gives continuity to a historic tradition of important

meetings being held, and far-reaching decisions being taken, in our capital.

In 1951 .the Colombo Plan was bomhere.

The decision to draw the emergent nations of Asia and Africa that had

newly regained their freedom to a Conference was taken ·her~ in 1954.

The word "Non-Aligned" as far as I am aRSre was first used here.

The Fifth Summit Meeting of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned

countries was held here in 1976.

The proposal to make the Indian Ocean a Zone of Peace and the creation

of a World Disarmament Authority, both now under consideration by the

United Nations are Sri Lanka's initiatives.

Today we mee'!; to prepare for the Havana Summit Conference.

Several international organisations have alsc met here to plan

strategies aimed at improving relations among peoples, and among governments

in what has turned out to be a rather trying age. Colombo has thus earned

a reputation as an international "conference city" and Sri Lanka as a

Non-Aligned and· neutral nation. For that reason alone your presence here

is appropriate and welcome.

Sri Lanka has therefore a commitment to the policy cf Non-Alignment

and has contributed to the grcwth of the Movement. Non-Alignment runs

like a golden thread thrcugh the fabric of our country's Foreign Policy,

though changes may take place in the qualify, colour and shape of that

fabric from time to time.. At no stage has our country deviated from that

policy. At no .stage I make bold to say, wi1J. it do~o j;n the ru:tU:re.

The post-Second World War years have brought about substantial changes

in the living conditions of people in the less· developed nations.

In Sr~ Lanka, for instance,there has been a steady rise in standards of

health, in literacy and, overall, in the physical quality of life.

Similar achievements have been recorded in many other countries. Yet,

millions of people in the Third World go to bed hungry every nigh't.
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Is there no hope for them? That is the question which the Non-Aligned

Movement should ponder because the prosperity and health of every citizen

is what we must seek to establish in all our countries.

Technicians and other experts see these situations against a

background of statistics and theories. We must look at them differently.

We are talking about people not figu+es. Governments, of whatever

persuasion, are formed to so crganise society that human suffering is at

least reduced if not elhinated. This is an exacting tasks. It is also a

vital task. It 5s a task involving a ccmbination of many factors from

social policy to international trade. If we remain united, and if we· use

that unity to turn men's minds away from destruction and domination

towards creativity and friendship, then there is somehc~e that in our

lifetime we will at least lay the foundation for a better tomorrow.

It has to be tomorrow of peace. That is "'by we must strive as

Non-Aligned countres for such goals as Disarmament and the peaceful

settlement of disputes. A better tomorrow must also be a tomorrow of

economic justice, within our countries as well as in international relations.

We must endeavollr to bring about a successful completion of negotiations,

such as those set in motion at UNCTAD, whDs" objedive. is not ch<t;):'ity but

justice. Above all, we must ceaselessly remember that our primary aim is

to enrich the various aspects of human acti1ri:;;y which add. up to the sum

total of human life, avoiding violence of speech and action but seeking

by peaceful means to achieve prosperity fer those whose need is greater.

YOUR EXCEI,LENCIES, DISTINGUISIDm DELEGATES
AND FRIENDS,

I spoke to you as the Chairman of the Fifth Conference of the

Non-Aligned Countries. I speak to you now and welcome you on behalf of

the Government and the people of Sri Lanka. I hope you will h3.ve the

opportuni~y during your stay to get better acquainted with Sri Lanka and

its people. They will give you a warm welcome.

I wish to speak to you a few words about my own country, and in doing

so my thanks and our thanks are due to the Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka,

Hon. A.C.S. Hameed, for the patience, care and dedication with which he

has performed the tasks entrusted to him of presiding over the meetings

of the Hon-Aligned Countries.



-91-

There are political, philosophical and geographical reasons for

Sri Lanka I S adherence to a policy of Non-Alignlllent throughout its period as

an independent nation. Freedom came to us soon after the Second World War

had ended. The Big Powers seemed ready to embark on a new type of

confrontation, which has since come to be known as the Cold War. A new

nation,just learning the art of standing on its own, cannot aftord the

"luxury" of any form of war. Thus, -while in the earliest phase of

independence we looked to our friends abroad for assurances of support in

the event of our having to defend ourselves against any external threat,

we scrupulously avoided alignment wi th one power bloc or another.

Friendship with all and the enemy of none wae our policy and it so r"mains.

Almost all the great religions of the world are found in our Island

home. Of these, Buddhism has played a dominant part in shapin~ our

destiny, and continues to occupy a position of veneration and influence

throughout the country. Buddhism has been a source of personal inspiration

to me, as it has been to the majority of the people of Sri Lanka. It is

historically demonstrable that Buddhism is the only world religion over

which no wars have been fought, and whose followers have not felt the urge

or the need to impose their beliefs on others. That gives our policy of

Non-Alignment a firm philosophical base which, in turn, affects the nature

of our policy, making it unshakable under any circumstances and under all

forms of pressure.

Geographically we are lucky that the Indian Oeean surrounds us on all

sides and makes us an emerald isle set in a silver sea; it protects us

and helps us in various other ways.

We adopted a new Constitution last year which combines the Presidential

form of Government and the Parliamentary system of Government. The President

who is the Head of the State and the Head of the Government is elected

once in. every six years by the whole country. He chooses his Prime Minister

and Cabinet of Ministers from the Members of Parliament and presides

over their deliberations. They constitute +he Executive authority of

the State.

I ...



The Parliament is elected once in every six years by univers.al

franchise"but the elections are not contemporaneous with the Presidential

elections. It is the supreme legisiative authority. It considers and.

has to approve all laws and by-laws.

The Judiciary once· appointed, some by the President and others by the

Judicial Services Commission, functions as"an independent authority.

"The rights" of minorities; religious, racial and" social, are included"

among the fundamental rights and are justiciab1e. So are the other

fundamental rights, such as Freedom of Speech, Writing, Assembly and the

Right to Vote.

Emergency powers cannot be assumed by" ths" Government without the

sanction of the Legislature. After three months of such assumption a

two'-thirds majority in the Parliament is" necessary to continue it. Any

decision to extend the term of office of the President, or the life of

Parliament, beyond six years must be approved by a Referendum.

The sovereignty of the people is thus preserved.

It is a Consi tution" that seeks to combine the best :fea.tures of

Freedom and Justice contained in the British, American and French

Consti tutiona1 systems.

The Parliamentary and Local Government elections are conducted

according to the sYstem of Proportional Representation. Local Government

elections were held recently after 11 years, under this system.

The right to practise the religion of one's choice is guaranteed

under the Constitution. Every citizen is treated alike irreSp'otive of his

race, religion or social status. The Cabinet of Ministers today has been

chosen and functions on that basis.

We have enjoyed Universal franehise sinee 1931. Men and women over

18 years now have the right to vote. General elections on that basis

have been held since then and governments changed by the vote on several

occasions. We are accustomed to the ballot and not the bullet to

change Presidents, Prime Ministers, Governments and elected Members.

You are therefore in a land which can call itself one of the Free

and Democratic Nations of the World.
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We are also Socialist. Sixty percent of our means of production,

distribution and exchange are owned by the State on behalf of the people.

They will remain so and we hope under more efficient and' honest managem~t

than in the past,

It. is because of the Democratic Freedoms we enjoy, and the Socialist

system and ~losophy of equal opportunity for education, jobs, health and

housing which prevail, that. we called our country, "The Demoratic,Socialist

Republic of Sri Lanka ".

You have a heavy agenda before you. I express the hope that your

deliberations will be guided by the thought that righteoueness must

ul tima tl'lly triumph.' Keep for ever in mind the futility of force and the

sanctity of life. May the thoughts I have left with 10U today lead.You

along the Path that culminates in right livelihood and right und!lrstanding

for us all.

-


