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REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION OF AN ITEM IN THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
OF THE THIRTY-THIRD SESSION

CREATION OF THE POST OF UNITED NATIONS HIGH COff1ISSIONER
FOR HUPAN RIGHTS

Letter dated 18 July 1978 from the Permanent Representative
of Costa Rica to the United Nations addressed to the

Secreta~r-General

On instructions from my Government, I have the honour to inform you that, in
accordance with rule 13 (e) of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the
Government of Costa Rica requests that an i tern entitled "Creation of the post of
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights" should be included in the
provisional agenda of the thirty-third session.

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, I am appendin~ an
explanatory memorandum setting forth the reasons governing my Government's request
for the inclusion of this item in the provisional agenda of the thirty-third
session ..

I shall be glad to submit in due course the relevant draft resolution for
your consideration.

(Signed) Rodolfo E. PI7~.-ESCALANTE

Permanent Representative of Costa Rica
to the United Nations
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After appralslng the stat'..ls of' the item entitled ;'Cre5;tion of the post of
United Eationo Hi(?h COITil.'lissioner for lIl_li~j}al1 PiZhts';') 'H11ich 9 at t1i.8 reques'c of'
Costa Rica W88 included in the agenda of the GeneralrsseITnly as e~rly as 1965, at
the twentieth session~ my GoverEr!~ent b.a,s ae;a.in decic.ed to requez~t its inclusion in
the agenda of the thirty-third session of the GeneTal Assembly.

Over the years the proposal has been enriched bv the ideas and contributions
of many delegations and took shape in the draft resolut5_on cODslde:,,:,ed. by the
Third Committee at the thirty-second session in doc~ment A/C.3/32/L.25/Rev.l. This
resolution provides a more thorough and comprehensive definition of the functions
to be conferred on the United TIations High CO~TIiESioner for H~~an Fights. As is
evident" the 'i\To:cding of this resolution is 8..1so an improvement on the text adopted
by the Economic and Social Council on (; June 1?67 in ;esollltion 1237 (XLII), in
vhich the Council recomm.ended the creation of the post to the Genel~Ed .L\.ssembly.

In view of the interest "I·Thich the Government of Costa Rica has shm"Tl in the
item during the years since the submission ef its first proposal:l I should_ like to
advance a further reason in support of the present request.

During the thirty-second session of the General Assembly, it seemed that the
improved and up-to-date version of the proposal submitted to the Third Committee
for considera.tion in document A/C, 3/L. 25/Rev, 1 on 16 ""ovewber 1977 'lOuld receive
the final approval a"lvaited for so many year8~ As is knovffi, however:l such approval
was not forthcoming owing to proceGural circumstances. At the time the climate of
opinion appeared to indicate that the proposal was sufficiently mature for the
Committee, end subsequently the Assembly, to take a final decision on the matter.
However~ again procedural circumstances intervened~ preventing the adoption of the
proposal, and the Third Committee decided:

" not to vote on the draft resolution contained in document
A/C.3/32/L.25/Rev.l on the understanding that the said. proposal and all
documents related to it that have been before the Third Committee during the
thirty-second session of the General Assembly, as well as the opinions
advanced in the course of the debate on the said proposal, are to be
transmitted to the Commission on Human Rights to be consideTed at its thirty­
fourth session during the over-all analysis it should undert8.ke on the
alternative approaches and ways and means for im~roving the effective
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms."

The Third C0IT~ittee adopted this decision by a narrow margin of 62 votes in
favour, 49 against and 21 abstentions; in other words, the svm of the negative votes
and the abstentions exceeded the affirmative votes. Furthermore, because of the
late hour, some delegations had left llefore the vote ,·,as taken. Had they been
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present, the voting no GDV.·;:)t l,rol.11o.. have produced a differe!lt result. It T:if3-Y have
been for this r>8ason the.t tile very dele-:;e-tion which proposed the draft ci.ecision
adopted by the Third Committee opposed its ratification by the General Assembly,
as can be seen from pages 71 to 31 of Yer~)ati];l record A/32/'''i' .105 of
16 Decepber 1977. It ,{as adduced that the Committee had already decided not to
vote on the substantive draft resolution. proposin0 the creation of the post~ and.
that it ";.ra8 t~'lerefore siTLlply necessary :1:01' the Assembly., on that occ8.sion~ to take
note of t"e controversial decision in para[~raph 23 of documentU32/L'23.

That beinG SO~ n~ Governnent consiQers that it is high time for the General
Assembly to take a decision on the actual propos8l designed to contribute to the
promotion and. more effective enjoyment of hUL'l21! rights which \,ra,S co-s~onsored

by the delegation of Costa Rica and a representative group of distinguished
delegations and 'vt.icl1 appeared in the afore:'Ilc:~,""!.tioned Thir0~ COmrlittee docum.el':"t
(A/C.3/32/L.25/Rev.l). It is the i"clu8:Lon of this iteel that I have the honour to
request.

fi'his request is ifithout }Jrej1-',dice to the decision taY.en by the Cmmnission on
Human Rii,!hts "9 8.8 a consec:uence of Ge!leT3,1 .\ssem"bly resolutJon 32/130 concerning
item 76 .. B.t its thirty··fourth session in February 1973, uhich 'ms reflected in
resolut ion 26 (XXXIV):> pare.c;raph 2 ~ as follows:

"Considers it advise.ble to set u.p an open-ended ,mrking rsroup which ,rill
mee":: fffiaw:eek" irruuecU"8,tel:Y-before th~ thirty~fi.fth session of the Commission
to undertake the necessary worJ:;:: relating t.o this allEliysis and report to the
Commission with its conclusions and recofJIllendations."·1

I trust that the General Assembly ,·,ill be willing at its thirty~third session
to take Cl decision on the idea which for so rEany years has 81iaited the A.ssemblyY s
final approval~ as a positive contribution to the wish expressed in the
aforementioned resolution 1237 (XLII) of the ECOI1.Omic and Social Council, the
Universal Declgratio!l ef Human Rights and the Charter of the United Ngtions.


