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REQUEST FOR THE IRCLUSION OF AN ITEZM IN THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
OF THE THIRTY-THIRD SESSION

CREATION OF THE POST OF UKITED NATTONS HIGH COM{ISSIONER
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Letter dated 18 July 1978 from the Permanent Representative
of Costa Rica to the United Naticns addressed to the
Secretary-~General

On instructions from my Covernment, I have the honour to inform you that, in
accordance with rule 13 (e) of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the
Government of Costa Rica requests that an item entitled "Creation of the post of
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights" should be included in the
provisional agenda of the thirty-third session.

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, I am appending an
explanatory memorandum setting forth the reasons governing my Government’s request

for the inclusion of this item in the provisional agenda of the thirty-third
session.

I shall be glad tc submit in due course the relevant draft resolution for
your consideration.

(Signed) Rodolfo E. PIZA-ESCALANTE
Permanent Representative of Costa Rica
to the United Naticons
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Explangtory memorandum

After appraising the status of the item eptitled "Crestion of the post of
United Hations High Commissioner for Huzan Bishts™, which, at the request of
Costaz Rica was inclided in the agenda of the Gerneral fssembly as early as 1965, at
the twentieth session, my Goverrment has sgain decided te request its inelusion in
the agenda of the thirty-third session of the General Assgembly.

Over the years the propecsal has been enwziched bv the idess and contributions
of many delegations and took share in the draft resolution considered by the
Third Committee at the thirty-second session in document A/C.3/32/L.25/Rev.l. This
resolution provides a more thorough and comprehensive definition of the functions
to be conferred on the United ations Figh Cormicsioner for Humar Pights. As is
evident, the wording of this resolution is also an improvement on the text adopted
by the Economic and Social Council on € June 1267 in resciution 1237 (¥LII), in
which the Council recommended the crestion of the post to the Generel Assembly.

In view of the interest which the Covernment of Costa Rica hes shown in the
item during the years since the submission of its first pronssal, T should like to
advance a further reascn in supvort of the present reguest.

During the thirty-second session of the General Asserbly, it seemed that the
irpreved and up-to-date version of the rroposal submitted to the Third Commitiee
for considerstion in document A/C.3/L.25/Rev.]l cn 16 Yovenber 1977 would receive
the final approval awaited for so many years. As is known, however, such approval
was not forthcoming owing to procedural cirecumstances. At the time the climate of
opinion appeared to indicste that the proposal was sufficiently mature for the
Conmittee, and subseguently the Assembly, to take & final decision on the matter.
However, again procedural circumstances intervened, preventing the adoption of the
proposal, and the Third Committee decided:

"... not to vote on the draft resclution contained in document
AfC.3/32/L.25/Rev.,1l on the understanding that the said propcesel and all
documents related to it that have been before the Third Committee during the
thirty-second session of the General Assembly, as well as the opinions
advanced in the course of the debate on the said proposal, ars to be
transmitted to the Commission on Human Rights to be considered at its thirty-
fourth session during the over-all snalysis it should undertake on the
aiternative approaches and ways and means for improving the effective
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms."

The Third Committee adopted this decision by a narrow margin of 62 votes in
favour, 49 against and 21 abstentions; in other words, the sum of the negative votes
and the sbstentions exceeded the sffimetive votes. TPurthermore, becsuse of the
late hour, some delegations had left hefore the vote was taken. Had they been
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present, the voting no douvirt would have vroduced & different result. It may have
been for this reason that the very declezetion which proposed the draft (dzeision
adopted by the Third Committee opposed its ratification Ty the Ceneral Assembly,
as can be seen from vages Tl to 31 of verbatinm record A/32/7FV.105 of

16 Decerber 1977. It was adduced that the Commitbes had already decifed not to
vote on the substantive draft resolution proposing the creation of the post, and
that it was therefore simply necessary for the Assembly, on that occasion, to take
note of the controversial decision in parasraph 23 of document A/32/k23,

That beins so, my Government considers that it is high time Ffor the General
Agzembly to take a decision on the actual Droposel designed to contribute to the
promotion end more effective enjoyment of human rights which wes co-smonsored
by the delegation of Costa Rica and a renrecentatlve group of distinzuished
delegations and which appeared in the aforemcntioned Third Committee document

(A/C.3/32/1.25/Rev.1l). Tt is the inclusion of this item that I have the honour to
request,

This request is without vrejudice to the decision taken by the Commission on
Human Ricshts - &g a conseguence of Gensral Assembly resolution 32/130 concerning
item T4 - st its thirty-fourth session in Februasry 1978, vhich was reflected in
resclution 26 {¥IXIV), peragraph 2, as follows:

“Corsiders it adviseble to set up an open-ended vork1n9 group which will
mee: for z week immedistely before the thirty-fifth session of the Commission
to undertske the necessary work relating to this anelysis and report to the
Cormission with its coneclusions and recommendsbions.’’

I trust that the General Assembly will te willing at its thirty-third session
to take =z decision on the idea which for so many years has awaited the Assembly'’s
final approval, as a positive contributicn to the wish expressed in the
aforementioned resclution 1237 (XLII) of the Fconomic and Sccial Counecil, the
Universal Declerstion of Human Rights and the Charter cof the United HMations.

(Sipned) PRodolfe E. PIZA-ISCALANTE



