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QUESTION OF PALESTINE
REPORT OF THE 3PECTAL COMMITTET TC TNVESTIGATE ISRAELI FPRACTICES
AFFRCTING THE HUMAIT RIGHTS CF THE POPULATION OF THE OCCUPLED
TERRITORIES

Letter dated 2¢ July 1977 from the Permanent Representalive of
Cman to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

On behalf of the Arab Group, I should like to draw your attention to the
Tollowing:

On 25 July 1977, Israsl took it upcn itself to legalize three Jewish
settlements in the occupied Arab territory near the towns of Kafr Kaddum,
Khan Al<Ahmar and Ramallah, This latest measure in Israel’s persistent
policy of expansion and colonization violates the Charter of the United
Yations, the Geneva Convention and the nmmercus resolutions and decisions by
the Security Council. It aggravates further an already explosive situation.

We wish to recall the consensus statement issued by the Security Couhcil
on 17 Wovember 1976:

‘Following the reguest submitted by Faypt on 20 October 1976, the
Security Council held four meetings between 1 lovember and
11 Jovember 1975 to consider the situation in the occupied Arab
territories, with the particivation of the representative of the
Palestine Liberation Organization., After consuliing all the members,
the President of the Council states that the Council has agreed on the
following:
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(1) To express its grave anxiety and concern over the pre:
situation in the ceccupied Aral territories as a result of ¢
Ierasell ceccunation;

“(2)  Reaffirmation of its call upon the Govermmert of Tsrael to
the safety, wellfare and sscurity of the inbsbitants of the territories
and to facilitate the return of thase inhahitants who have fled the are
since the outhr=ak of hostilities;
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“(3) Tts reaffirmetion that the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilisn Persons in Time of War is applicable to the Arab
territories occupied by Tsrael sirce 1667, Therefore, the occupying
Power is called upon once again to comply strictly with the provisions of
that Conventicn and to refraln from any mcasure that viclates them. In
this regard the measures taken by Israel in the cceupied Arab territories
that alter their demcgrarhic comnosition or geographical nature and
particularly the establishment of settlements are accordingly strongly
deplored. Such measures which have no legal validity arnd cannot nrejudice
the outcome of the search for the establishment of pesce constitute an
obstacle to peace;

"(h) It congiders cnce more that all legislative and administrative
measures and acticns teken by Israel, including ezprovriation of land and
rroperties thereon and the transfer of populations which tend to change
the lepal stabus of Jerusalem, are invalid and cannot change that status
and urgently calls upon Isrsel once more to rescind 211 such measures
already %aken and to degist forthwith from taking any further action which
tends to change the status of Jerusalem. TIn this connexion the Council
deplores the failure of lsrael to show any regard for Security Council
resolutions 237 (1967) of 14 June 1967, 252 (1908) of 21 May 1968 and

208 (1971) of 25 September 1971 and General Assembly resolutions

2253 (ES-V) and 2254 (¥8-V) of 4 and 14 July 1967;
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"(5) Tts recognition that any act of profanation of the Holy Places,
religious buildings and sites or any encouragement of, or connivance atb,
any such act may seriously endanger internstional peace and security.
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with a VleW'tO meﬂtlnp again should circumstances recuire.” (5/12233)

The Permanent Representatives of the Arab States to the United Nations and the
Permanent Observer of the Palestine Liveration Organization have asked me to bring
Lo your attenticn ard, throush you, to the attention of the States Members of the
United Hations, this latest threat to peace and security.

ter as an ¢fricicl doctment of the

I xindly ask you to circulate this le
T vigional agenda.

General Asgemoly under 1tems 30 and 57 ¢

(S8igned) Mahmoud ABOUL-TASR
Ambassador
Fermanent Representative of {man
to the United Wations
Chairmar of the Arab Group



