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Add endum

1' rn paragraph 5 of resor-ution 3r/r9 of 2)+ Novembe r 1916, the General Assembr-y
requested the secretary-Generar to report to the Assembly at its thirty-second
session on refevant developments concerning hunan rights in arned conflicts, inparticular on the proceedin€s and 

"esul-ts of ttr" fgTT session of the Diplomatic
Conference on the Beaffirmation and DeveLopment of fnternational Hu.ncanitarian T,awApplicable in Arrned Conflicts, The report of the Secretary_General on theproceedings and results of the fourth session of the Diplonatic conference, vhich
vas held in Geneva from 1T March to L0 June 19TT, was issued as document Ai3Z/fU+.
This addendum contains a sumary of the inforns.tion received by the secretaxy-
General subsequent to the adoption of resofut iol 3I/f9 

"orr".rrri.rg 
activities of

non-governmental organizations which have shown a special interest in variousproblems relating to respect for human rights in arned conflicts.
2. The International Institute of Humanitarian Law 1,/ was founded. on
26 Septenber 1970 at the first congress on rnternatioi"r i.*""if urirr,--1,"" held at
San Remo, Italy, in which mo"e than fOO delegates of various professions took pa"t,
most of whom had a legal background and all being specialists in the fiel-ds cfh,manitarian 1aw and human rights. rt r,,as inspired by the work and effa'ts alread.y
und'ertahen by several organizations in trre field of hunan rights and international
hunanitarian 1aw, notably by the United Nations, the International Red Cross andthe Councl]. of Europe.

. !/, F.ar previous activities of the fnstitute, see A/10195 /Add.l and
Al 3r /163/ Ad.d .r.
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3. During the period from October 197 6 to September t9?7, the Institute had a wide
range of activities: the Institute continued. to organize special courses for young
office"s in the field of humanitarian 1al.r and hurnan rights. Two of these courses
were organized: one for French-speal<ing people coming from different European and
African countries and a second. course for ltalian-speaking people, i.e. for ltalian
officers and for some European and African countries. At these courses, the young
offi.cers were taught about the irnplenentation and application of fund.amental- human
rights ard rules of humanitarian lav during armed conflicts. The progranme of the
courses Lras ad.apted to nilitary peopte and each course vas divided in severaf
classes direeted by experts in the field of humanit€rian 1aw. The Institute intends
to continue to organize regular courses in the future. A-l-1 courses were organized. in
co-operation vith the International Conmittee of the Red Cross, vhich pfaced at the
disposal of the Institute a specialist in the field of ].aw of war as Director of the
courses.

\' It is useful to mention that already during the Diplornat ic Conference problems
appeared in relation to the applieation of the Additional Protocol-s within the amed.
forces, Some provisions retating to the cond,uct of combat contained in parts III
and IV of lYotocoJ. I were considered as being too complicated or c"eating problems
that vould be difficult to soLve, The Counsel of the Institute took the opportunity
of the courses on law of vax scheduled for 19?7 to make practical tests. Thanks to
the vide range of qualifi.cations of the officers taking part in the courses, it was
possible to reach valuable concl-usions. The Institute a;nd especially its Connittee
on Military Instructions vil1 prod.uce a detailed eval-uation of the tests mad.e.

,. The Mh Round Table on Current Problems of International Hr:manitarian Law took
place from 30 August to )+ September I97T at San Remo. Initially organized to be a
forum for informa]- discussions between the sessions of the Diplomatie Conference in
Geneva, it was set up again after the end of this Conference {hich adopted tvo
Additional Protocols. tne 83 participants felt the coffnon interest and need for
keeping and inst itutionaJiz ing the round tables. The IVth Round Table discussed the
question of ratification aJId implementation of the Add.itional Protocols, the role of
tLle 1egal ad.visers in armed forces (article 82 of Protocol I), and the role of the
United Nations concerning the ratification and dissemination of the Additional-
Protocols. During the discussion it was st"essed that much shouLd be done for the
d.issemination of humsnit aa i aJr 1a1,', The activity of the International Conmittee of
tbe Red Cross earned general appreciation on that natter. The dissemination should
be as practical as possible and teke into account the clirnate in which live the
peopfe among ffhom the 1aw is to be disseminated.. Priority should be given to the
dissenination smong the armed forces. It was also stated that the lega1 advisers
within the armed. forces provided in Additional Protocol I vere necessary. The
subject of the role of the United Nations concerning tbe ratification and
dissemination of the Protocol-s evoked special interest among the participants. The
participa.nts also mentioned that the United Nations peace-keeping forces were
obliged to respect the fundamental rules of international humanitarian l-aw.

6. Sesides the main problems in rel-ation to the Dipl-omatic Conferenee, the Round.
Table discussed the question of torture in its hr":manitarian and fegal aspects and
how to sunnaxize the essentials of humanitarian Iaw for peopJ-e in genet:al.



A/32 /r\\ /Add.r
English
page 3

7. Fina1ly, tbe nound Table discussed the 1ega1 and. practical aspects of relief
in peace time and during armed conflicts and the possibility of the preparation of
a document on the fundamental rules of internstional hmanitarian 1aw which could
be adopted by the International Conference of the Red Cross.

8. Obher neetings and congresses were held togetheT vith organizations
interested in humanitarian studies and activities: the "Congress on rigbts of nan
and armed forces" cf the International Society of Penal Military T,aw and l-,aw of
War, the "Seminar on relief actions in case of natural disasterr' rith the Italian
Red Cross and the League of the Red Cross Societies and. the course on humanitarian
law and principles for teachers of secondary schools with the Societd Italiana per
L I Or gani-zzazione internazionale .


