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Report of the*tr'i_lt_li Connittee

Rapporteur: l4r'. E. Brian NASOII (Ireland)

I. At its \7th meeting, on 13 December 1976, the Fifth Cornmittee, pursuan! !o
rule 153 of the rul-es of procedures of the General Assenbly, considered a statenent
by the Sec?etary-General (A/c.5/31/58) on the administrative and financial
implications of draft resolution 3 reconmended by the First Cormittee (A/3I/386,
para, 15).

2. Under the tems of the draft resolution, the General Assembly would:

(a) Decide to convene a special session of the General Assembly d.evoted to
disarmament, to be he1d. in New York in May/June lplB;

(b) Further decide to establish s. Preparatory Connittee for the Special
Session of the General Assenbly Devoted to Disarmament, composed of 5)+ Member
States appointed by the President of the Assenbly on the basis of equitable
geographicat distribution, with the mandate of exarnining a1J- relevant questions
relating to the special session, including its agend4, and to subrnit to the
Assenbly at its thirty-second session :ppropriai-- :ecor,nendat r:ons thereon;

(c) Request the Secretary-General to transmit the replies of Member States to
the Preparatory Comrnittee and to render it all necessary assistance, including the
provision of essential background information, relevant documents and summary
records i

(d) Request the Preparatory Comaittee to meet for a short organizational
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3. 1n L,is stateroent, the Secretary-General estirnated the requirenents for 1977 at
$9O,0oO for consultants and $202,800 in conference servicing costs of the
Preparatory Connnittee for the Special Session of the General Assembly Devoted. to
Dis armanent. As regard.s the latteT arount I he indicated that those costs would be
reviewed tovards the end of the current session of the General Assembl-y' and a
report would be made to the Fifth Conmittee as to how nuch could be absorbed from
within resources in the light of the over-a1l pattern of conferences for 197T and
how nuch vould be required in net add.itional appropriations for the biennium t9?6-
L977. Theref.re, only th€ anount of $9O,oOO was being requested at this stage.

)+. As for the special session of the General Assenbly devoted to disarmament ' the
Secret at y -General provided the estimates of conference ssrvicing costs fol" one week
in respect of plenary meetings and also meetings of a l{ain Conunittee, as indicative
of orders of nagnitude. He also indicated that a statement of financial
implications in this regard would be submitted to the Assembly at its thirty-second
session, taking into consideration the 

"econmend.ations 
and observations of the

PreFaratory Conrnittee.

5. The Chairman of the Advisory Cornnittee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions, introducing the report of that Conmittee (n/:r/8/aaa.f\, paras. 2!
through 30), stated that in the Advisory Corurittee's opinion the provision of
essential background. information, for r^,hi ch the Secretary-General "equested $90,000
for consultants, would appear to relate to vork more in the nature of compilation
than of original tesearch, aJ}d that the Conmittee was nct convinced that it \^tould
require much expertise that r,ras not already available vithin the Secretariat. The
Advisory Committee recornnended in this connexion that the estimate for consul-tants
be reduced frorn $9O,OO0 to S30,0OO.

6. The d.elegation of Mexicoo supported. by a,nother delegation, stated, regarding
the provision of essentiaf background infornation, that in its view it was
necessary to obtain required expertise which wou,Ld not be available fTom vithin the
Secretariat and vould hawe to be secured from outside the Organization.
Consequen;ly, it proposed that an ad.ditional a.nount of $9O,OOo for this purpose, as
hqd }\cen ra^rrFetc,l }\v 1-ha qp.rai a fl/-e,ph arA 1 l'p ,n.l^.rri,]+.c.] -

7. Some delegations expressed. their regret that this background infornetion could
not be provided from within the Organization, arld that the Secretary-General had
not tried. to abscrb the costs relating to activities in disarmament affairs and
others by redistributing already apprrpriated resources,

DECISIOI'IS OF THE FIFTH COIMITTEE

B. The Committee adopted., by \J votes to 9, with 27 abstentions, the proposal by
Mexico that an additional- amount of $9O,OOo be provided in respect of consultant
servi ces .
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). 15e ;iftir Conr.njtLee then decioed, virhout objection, to lnforrn Lhe Ceneral
Assembly Lhat, should jt adopt drafl resolution B reconrnended by L:re First
conrnittee (A/3f/386, para. 16), addibional appropriations of $90,000 under
section 2C of the progaanme budget for the biennlum \9'f6-I977 would be required.
Conference servicing costs not exceeding $203,000 would be considered by the
Assenbly in the context of its consid.eration of the total requlrernents for the
revlsed cal-endar of conferences for 1977. Appropriations with regard to the
special session of the General Assernbly would be considered in the context of the
proposed progra.nne budget for f9T8-I979.




