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1' The item entitled 'trncendiary and other specifie conventional weapons which
may be the subject of prohibitions or restrictions of use for humanitarie'reasons: report of the secretary-Generalrt r,ras included in the provisional agend.aof the thirty-first session on the basis of General Assenbly resoluticn 3r+6\-(xxx)of fl December 1975.

2, At its \th plenary meeting" on 2)+ Septemb er :-9-16, the General_ Assembly, onthe recomendation of the General connittee" decided to incrude the iten in its
agenda and to allocate it to the First Connittee.

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the fiTst Comrnittee decided to hol-d a
combined general debate on the iterns allocated to it relating to disarnament,
namely, iterns 3)+ to 50 a.nd 116. The €leneraf debate on these iterns took place atthe 20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November.

l+, In connexion with itern 35, the First Comnittee had before it a retrort ofthe Se cretary-Generat (A/37/r\6).

L. . o" 19 N:ve$el, A1serij1" Austria, Eeypt, Ethiopia, Tretand, Jordan, Kenya,
-Yexr cq, the let4erJ"anqs, {oryay, 9veden, Tunisia, Venezuela and yuEoslavia submitteda orarl resorutlon A/C.I/3I/L.30), which was subsequently al"so supported byKu'ait. The draft resolution '^ras introduced by the repres entative- of sweden at
the l+Bth meeting" on 1 December. A statement on the administrative and financialinplications of the dTaft resolution (a/c.L/S:./t .ZB) was submitted by the Secretary_
General on 1 December.

6- ,At.its lOth rneeting, on 2 December, the First Conmittee adopted draftresofution A/c"t/31/L.3o without a vote (see para. ? belorr).
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RE COIII..4ENDATT ON Otr' T]IE FIRST COIOIITTEE

T. The First Committee recommends to the General Assemblv the adortion of the
fo11or,'ing draft resofution :

.L11SSnd-i_q1I 9!q_!tESt_"pSS:_li g _"_""fent iqF,! _qeagon!-l4lj.glr. mav
L 

"_,!h9__Eub_J 
e_s t*-,ol--pf9!l!!t !o_g"_-el lsnt-ll s!_to]]s of *use_ for

hunaniLarian reasons

The General As s_emb Iy,

Convinced that the F,rr'faFih- nf -irrjtjr- -^pulati.ons and combatants could
-;- ----be s.]gnrlrcantly r'educed if general agreerpnL t.an he atr,a.ined on Lhe prohibition

or restriction for humanitarian reasons of the use of specific conventlonal
weapons r includin€! any which malr be deemed to be excessivelv injurious or to
have indiscriroinate effects -

l+.< p< rpd.i^. i^n-use or r':sLriction of uSe for
humaniLarian reasons of slrecific conventional \.,ea_cons liould serve, in addit;on, as
enccuragenterrt in the broader field of disa-rrarenl anJ rnipht faci-LiLaLe sLbsequenr
agreement on the elirination of such weapons vhjch vere conDlctely bannect for use,

RecauinA that the issue of prohibitions or restrictions for humanitarian
reasons of the use of speci-tic conventional l,,eacons has been the sub.ject of
serious and. substa.ntive discussion for a nr.mber of yearsr notably at the
conferences of government experts held under the auspices of the International
Contnittee of the Red Cross f"or 2ir September to 18 October ]9T\ at Lucerne 1,/ and
frorn 28 January to 26 February Jr976 at Lugano 2/ and at three sessions of the
Diploroatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and-eveloprnent of International
Hri'rqnitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts and ln the General Assenblv since
'I O7r

Iloting that the discussions and proposals regardinl prohibition or
restTiction of use for humanitarian reasons of certain weapons have focused on
napalm and other incendiary weapons, indiscrininate nethods of using land mines,
on perfidious weapons and r,reapons which rely for their etfect upon fragments
invisible on X-ray, on certain types of smal1 calibre projectile which rray be
especially injurious and on certairr blast and fragmentation r,reapons.

V Fo" the report of this session of the Conference, see Conference of
Government Experts on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons 

-o-uc 
e.rne 31 .qepternber

Lo lo uctob_er 19f4), InLernaLiona1 Co,rniLLee of the led Cross, Ceneva, 197),

? &l_q. , (!C.""a- _$e5;;_l-o" - r,"sqlp, 4 t*"qfv:z _Eqbrq4y_ 1975) , International
Connittee of the Red Cross, Geneva. 19754--
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Noting that the issue vi1l cone before the fourth session of che Diplonatic
ccnference on the Reaffirnation and Developrient of rnternationat Humanitarian
Lav Applicable in Armed Conflicts, to be 'rlld at Ceneva fron lT l,4ar^ch to
10 June 1977,

Convinced that the I'ork of the for.rth session of the Diplonatic Conference
shoul-d. be inspired by the sense of urgency and the vish to attain concrete
results vhich l./as stressed in the appeal bv the Fifth conference of lIeads of
State or Governnent of ltron-Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to
19 August 1975, 1/ concerning particularJ_y the prohibition of the use of napalrn
and other incendiary l.reapons ,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General on the ffork of the
lipr omatic-Idi?EiEide on the Reaffirrnation and Development of International
lhxaanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts as regards the work of the
Conference relevant to the present resolution; J+/

2, Invites the Diplornatic Conference to accelerate its consideration of
the use of-sp-JZTTic conventional weapons, including any lrhich may be deened to
be excessively injurious or to have indiscrirninate effects, and to do its utmost
to agree for humanitarian reasons on possible rules prohibiting or restricting
the use cf such l/reapons;

3. lgqBgElg the Secretary-Cenera1, vho has been lnvited to attend the
Diplonatic Conference as an observer, to report to ihe General Assenbly at its
thirty-second session on aspects of the lrork of the DiDlonatic Conference
rel-evart to the present resolution;

)r. Dccides lc incl,rrle in Lr,- nrnrriei^r" l .-ohn- ^r i+ tr"iT+ ' ^^^

".s,ion th.-#";;i ;;"i'*i"::":l;J':;l=::;:i :i::l?t:'J:;.:ii*'".,";:H.""
vhich rnay be the subject of prohibition or restrictions of use for humanitarian
reasons tt 

.

1/
]1/

See A/1l/lpl, annex IV,
A/ro222 and A/ 31/1\6.

resolution 12.




