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l. · ' By ~13. letter d.B.ted 9 July 1953! (~/2405), the Permanent Representatives of 
' ~ • ; 1 · I " 

Afgbanidtan, Burma, Egypt, India, findOI;~esia,. Iran, ;rraq, Lebanon, Liber:tk.., 

Pakistalj, the Philippines., Saudi ~abi!l<, Syria, Thailand and Yemen requ~~ted that 

the Tun:!laian question should be' ii;~cl:ud.~d 111 t!).e pro:visional agenda of tn~ eighth 

session 
1

1of' the Get\eral ilflse!libly' ~is. letter ''Was f'bllowed by sri ex:Planaitory 

memp.ranq,\Jm (A/2405/Add.l).. ,. • . . ' 
•. : I , : · ·i 

2. On 117 September, at its 4:55th m,ee:ting, the Gen~ral Assembly decided to 
1 I ' • I' 

include:;the question in its agenda, shd·ref'erred it to the First Committee f'or 

consideiation and report. 

3. . By :a letter dated 7 October 1953 (A/C, l/L.58) ,I the represet;~tative df Fwance 
I ' I ' • : ' • . 

inf'orme~ the Chairman of the ]l'irsii q~ttee that the French delegation :woul.d 
I. : .' :· , •. . . :; 

abstain ~·from participating in the discussions :i;n tb,e Committee on the item. The 
' " , I 

Gove~nt of' the ll'rench Republ.,ic cons~dered that s\:tcb discussions repr~sented 
outrighlf intervention by the United Nati6ns in 'matters Which were essentially 

'I ' • , I 

within ~he domestic jurisdiction of Fre.nce. 

4. Th~ Firat Committee considered ~he question at, its 64lst to 647th llfeetings 

inclusite, held frOm 21 to 26 October' 1953· . ., . 

5. Onl'22 October·,. Afgha.nistan, Bm:,na., Eg_;tgt, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
I 

1 
' ,' I 

Lebanont Pakistan, Philippines,, 'Saudi @'abia, Syria· and Yemen sUbmitted ;a joint 
! 

53-29986. . .: 
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draft resolution (A/ C .1/L. 64) which, after recalling General Assembly 

resolution 611 (Vii) of 17 December 1952, provided, inter a1ia, that the General 

Assembly should (a) recoomend that all necessary steps should be taken to ensure 

the reali.zation by the people of Tunisia of their right to full sovereignty and 

independence; and especially (b) recomnend that the existing state of martial :j.a.w · 

and all ether exceptional measures in operation in Tunisia should be terminated, 
' . ' 

that political prisoners. should be released and that .all civil liberties should 
' ' 

be estl!-blished; (c) recoomend that negotiations should be undertaken Without 

delay with representatives of a Tunisian Government established through free 

elections.held on the basis of tiniversal suffrage and.enjoying the necessary' 

suarantees of freedom, with a view to enabling the Tunisian people to exercise 

all the powers arising from their legitimate rights to full sovereignty; and , 

(d) re~uest the Secretary~General to transmit the. resolutio~, together with the 

record of the proceedings, to the French Government and to report to .the General 

~sembly at its ninth session. 

6. At the 647th meeting on 26 October, the Coomittee proceeded to vote by 

. roll-call, paragraph by paragraph, on the thirteen-Power ~ resolution, With 

the following results: 

The first paragra.ph of the preamble was adopted by 38 'votes to ll, With , 

5 abstentions, as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, ,Canada, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Demoo.rk, Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, 
Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, 
Syria, Thailand, Ukrainian Soviet Socialis;!; Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United States of America, Venezuela, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Against: Be:).gium, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, ·Haiti, Honduras, 
Israel, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Nicaragua:, Union of South :Africa. 

Abstaining: Australia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Turkey:. United Kingdom of · 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

• 
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Th!il second :paragraph of the -,!Jreamble was adopted by 36 votes to 5, ,,With 

13 abst~ntions, as.follows: 

In favour: 

Abstaining: 

Afghanistan, Argei)tina, .Bolivia, :Brazil, Burma, Canad!i!-, C):l.ina, 
Cuba, Detliilark, l!gypt, Etpiopia, Greece, Guateli!B.la, Haiti, 
~onduras, India; Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Leban¢n, · 
Liberia, Mexico! New Zea:iand, Nomy, Pakistan, Peru, 
J;'hilippines, .Saudi A;j?abia.; Swede%)., Syria, Thailand, 

. United States ot; America;, Venezuela, Yemen, Y1!1goslavia. 

Belg~um, Chi:Le, .Netherlands, Nicaragua, Union, of South M __ rica. 
' ' ' ' ' 

·Australia-, Byelorussian Soviet S(i)cialiat Republic, CoJLOiribia, 
Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, El SaJI. vador, 
Luxembourg, foland, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialisi; Republic, 
Union of s~iiet Socialist Republ~cs, United-Kingdom a# · 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland•. · 

The third paragraph of the preamble was adopted by 29 votes t<;> 16, With 

ll · absteptions, 

·In· favour: 

~inst: 

as follows: 

4fgbapistan, Bolivia, Burma,' Byelorussian Soviet Soci$.list 
Rept·blic,. China, Czechoslovakia,, Denmark, Egypt, Ethiopi~, 
Guatemala, India,.Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, 
Mexico, Norway, . Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Saudi :1\ra.bia, 
Sweden, Syria, Thailand, Ukraini~ Soviet Socialist R¢public, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 

, , ' II 

Australia, B<;llgi~, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominicah Republic, 
, Ecuador, Israel, :Luxembourg,· Netherlands, Nicaragua, ii?anama, 
Turkey, Union of South Africa, Ullited Kil'lgdom of Grea,t Britain 
and Northern Ireland,· United States of America. 

' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ~ ' 

AQstaining: Argentina, Brazil, Cos~ Rica, Cuba, El salvador, Gre~>ce, Haiti, 
Honduras, Ney ZeBJ.and, Peru, Venezuela. 

The fourth parragraph of the Preamble was adopted by 33 votes to 13~ with 
, . . . , I ,, ::· 

10 abstentions, as follows: · 
• ' ' - ', :1 

In favour: :Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Braz11, Burlna, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, China, Czechoslova.kia, Dentnark, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Iran, Il:'aq, 
Lebanon, Liberia, lolexico, Norway, Pakistan, Peru,.Philippines, 

. Poland, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, B:n"ia, Thailand, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic;:, Union of Soviet Socialist Republ:Ucs, 
Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslav:ta.. 

Against: Australia, Belgium, ,Chile, Colol$ia, Domildcan Republtl.c,. 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zeal!md, Nicaragua, Pan~,. 
Union of South Africa, ~ited Kingdom of Great Brita.ip. a.!ld 
Northern Ireland, United states ot; .Aitlerica' .! : 

Abstaining: Canada, Costa Rica, :Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Greece, 'lfaiti, 
Honduras, Israel, Turkey. '' 
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The fifth ;paragraph of the preamble was adopted by 34 votes to 14, with 

8 abstentions, as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Bl.)rma.,_ Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, China, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece, Guatemala, mdia, In(lonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, SwedeE, 'Syria, Thailand, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union,of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia •. 

Against: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile; Colombi~, Dominican Republic, 
.Luxembourg, .Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America• 

·Abstaining:, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, 
Israel, Turkey. . 

Paragraph 1 (a) of the operative ;part was adopted by 32.votes to 19, with 

5 abstentions, as follows: 

In favour: AfghanistSD, Argentina, Bolivia, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist RepUblic, China, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Egy];lt, 
Ethiopia, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, IrSD, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Liberia, Mexico, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Saudi, Arabia, Sweden,· Syria, Thailand, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union· of Soviet Socialie;t Republics, 
Venezuela, Yemen, Yugqslavia, · · 

.Against: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, Israel, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Panama, Union of South 
Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northertl Ireland, 
United States of America. 

Abstaining: Brazil, Costa Rica, El Sal-yador, Greece, Turkey. 

Paragraph 1 (b) of the operative ;part was rejected by 26 votes to 23, with 

7 abstentions, as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Burma, B:yelorussian Soviet So'cialist Republic, 
CzechosloVakia, Egy];lt, .Ethiopia, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Mex~co, Paki!'ltan, Philippines, 
Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria; Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Repub;Lics, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia·. 

Against: Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, 
Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, Israel, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands·,·. New Zeal~, Nicaragua, Norway, ;>e.p.ama., 
Peru, Sweden, Turkey, Union of South Af.rica, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United, States of America, 
Venezuela. · 

Abstaining: Argentina, Bolivia, China, Costa. Rica, El Sal vader, Greece, 
Thailand. 
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'· 
~~~~_l,Jib;2)....£0f~t~h~e~o~~~~~ar~t was; :r:-ej~cted by 26 votes to ~2, 'ylith 

f:'ollowsi 8 abst -tiona, as 

In !!favour: 
,, 
:; 
I ,. 
I;. 

Agiinst: 
·' 

' 
' 

' -I. 
i: ,_ 

'I 

Argha!lis'tan, B-) ~yelbrussian f!oviet Socialist Rep~blic, 
Czechoslovak~;a, fggy:pi;., _ Ei;hiopia, ~temaJ.a, ~dia, Ipqonesia, 
!:ran, I:r:-aq, Leb$01'1, Lib~ria, Pal!!ietan, Philippines, ~oland, 
Saudi Arabia~ .SW"ia, : llkr'aini_an Sqviet Socialist Repub~ic, 
Union of Soviet_ Socialist Rep)iblflcs, Yemen, Yugoelavi!l,. 
i ' :i ! ,, • .., : '' ' ', :. :. ' ' i: :; 
~ustral,ia, Belg~1l!l1;~ Braz!i1, Cana.dia, Chile, Colombia, .quba, 
:Oenmark, bom;tniqan', ~~public,. _Ecuaflor, Haiti:, ¥ondurasi Israel, 
·IJuxemboUI(g, ~etb,e~J,.Mds, New Zealand, Nicara!Na, Norwey, ' 
Fanama, Peru;, Sweden, Tu;l:key> Union of South 1\frica, Qnit!ild 
Kingdom of G:):'eai; Bhtain' ana ):ilorthern Ireland, United Sta~es of 
1\!merica Venemela. •'- . ' . ·· · -, · 

' ' . !: ·: ,; ' ', I ' 

Ab~taining: kgentiila, B~li~i~, Cnin~, ;;:,osta ~ica, El SalVador, Gljeec~, 
i] _ Mexico, T!laiJ;an~ •. :· :;:, , _ 1 : __ _ 1 • 

Payagraph 2 of the operative pBfti•was' ad~!l;ed rb;)' 26 votes to 25, with · 

5 absteJ:i\tions, as follows: 1 

In !:favour: Atgllanistan, ;BolJivia) J;lu:hna, Byelorussian Soviet Soci!p.is:t; 
I' Republic, China.,: CzechOslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Guatemsj!.a; 
i1 !Lndia, Indonesia,, ,J:r$n, ~raq,. Leb~non, Liberia, MexicQ, ,. 
' PW;istan, Philippip.e~, POland, Sa\.idi Arabia, Syria, Thailand, 

Ukrainian So'll'ieti soe1ali$t llepublic, Uniqn of Soviet Sqeialist 
:, Republics, Yi!men, tugoslavia. ' _, : •-,. ' 

AfW:inst: 1-l,ustralia, Be:t,giuui,- :B~aztl, c!mada, Chile, Colombia, duba,, 
i' :Oe!lllliu:-~, Dolllfniaan Repub),ic ~ Ecuelior, Haiti, Honduras,, ; 
,, ~srael, Lux8J!IibOL1l'eJ', ~eth~r.a.s, New Zealand, .Nicaragt\a, . 

" !; Fana!lla:, Peru, swed¢n, Turkey,. Union of South Africa, lj'pit!(Jd 
i ,Kingdom of G~eai; Biri ~aiD'' and, Nort~ern Irel!Uld, United ,~ta;tes of 
, 1\merica, Venezuela,. •·· ,. · .· , i · : .• 
! i . : I ' ; ~ ' 1 , , , - ' ~ I • ' • ' ! : : ' 

Ab~taining:, Jl;rgentfua, Costa 1\ica, Ell SG,l vado;t-, Greece, Norway. •i 
1
: 

. Th1-joint. draft resolutio~ as a., whole!, o/(· amen~ed, was adol)tad by 19 v9tes 

to 22, ~th 5 abste~ntions, as fb~bw~: , · ' ! · · ' · I ' 

' In !f.t'avour: Afghanistan, i~o~iv:;La~ Burma,· Byefurussian Sov£et SoCi~liet 
!iepublic, Ch~ila/ C~e¢hoslov~:La, 'Penmark, Egypt i EthitdJpia, 
G'uatewaJ.a, !ililfisi,. iin9-one!pia, Iran1

, Iraq, Lebanon, Libejria1 
Mexico, Norwlio/, ?all:ifjltan, P!:d,lip:pltnes, Foland, Saudi 1\tr.'abia, 
~eden, Syri~, Tbail!!md, ·Ukrainill!;l Soviet Soci!llist Ref.pubUc, 
Union elf', Sov~et f6f!i~~st RepubliFs, Yemen, Yugoslavi1. ~· 

' ,, 
I ,, 
t!· 

.1\:ust:r:-alia, :Belgium, Jilraz11, Canaaa, Ch.ile 1 Colombia, q;uba•; 
Dominican Rej>Ublic ~ ~cuador ~ Hai tl,i, Honduras, Israel, :: 
t\lXembourg, N~tb,erlam,ds, 1New Zeal~M, Nicaraglia, Panan),a, 
\furkey, Uniol!!' o~ Soutih.Atric;:a, Un!i.ted Kingdom 'of !}reail! Br~tain 
!Uld Northern _IrEiJ.¥d1 United. States of· America, Venezu,ela:. 

'I ,::· ' I ·:· I' .·. ' ' :' , :r I! 

A,b ,taining: ,l\rgentina, Cc;>sta, Rica, E:l, Sa1vadqj[" ,' Greece, Peru. · 
I , ';:· ·j, ,:; , . , 

,, 
' 
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7. The First Commi-ttee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the 

adoption of the following resolution: 

THE TUNISIAN QUESTION 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Tunisia, as proposed by fifteen 

Member States in document A/2405, 

Recalling its resolution 6ll (VII) of 17 December ~952, 

Noting that the objectives of this resolution have, not, yet been 

achieved, 

Desirous of creating the. necessary conditions for the restoration 

between France and Tunisia of normal relations based on. the principle' of 

equality of rights of nations large and small, 

· Convinced that full effect should be given to the sovereignty of 

the· people of Tunisia by the exercise, as early as possible, of their 

legitimate. rights to self-determination and self-government in conformity . 
with the Charter, 

1. Recommends that all necessary steps be taken to ensure the 

realization by the people of Tunisia of their·right to full sovereignty 

and independence; 

2. Requests the se.cretary~General to transmit the. present resolution, 

together with the record of the proceedings, to the French Government. and to 

report to the General Assenibly at its ninth sessiO]J:• 




