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ADDRESSED TJ THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Paris, 30 November 1951

Ae reported in the presa ’ 'l:.he World Federatlon of Trade Unioms recently
eddresaed the followmg communication to 'bhe aixth sesslon of the United_ Neticng
General Assembly -

"The General Council of the World Federation of Trade Unloms, &t
2 moeting in Berlin, draws'the sttention of thé General Assembly of the
United Nations to the poverty of the workers in oa.pi‘bai:le‘l: end colonlal
Gountriel, aggraveted by the orazy armamentes race which is being carrisd
on by impe;-ialist governments, These governments are spending enormous
sume on preparation for war and decreesing considerably thelr expenditure
on oultural end sociel needs., Real earmed weges are falling, prices are
rising incessantly, the burden of texation is increasing, the oost of
living 1s rising, infletlon le growing and t.rade union rights are 'being
viol&ted.. |

"At the meme time, capitallst monopolles ‘are making fabulouse prof:lts
at the e:zp;;nse of the starvation and poverty of the working maesses. The
steady deterioration of the econdmic position of the workers causes snxiety
and disquiet to all honest people throughout the world., The workers and
employees in cepitalist, colonial end dependent countries ars protesting
end denouncing more end more resolutel;y the policy of destitution impoaeﬁ.
upon them by imperialist govornments,

"The World Federation of Trade Unions, which refleots the interssts of
the workers of the whole world, cemnot disregerd their demends. It
therefors appoels to the General Apserbly of the United Wetioms,

"Wo are forced to do this for the further reason that meny of the
oonstructive proposals mede by the World Federation of Trede Unicns in the
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»Eoonomic-and Soclal Council of thé United Natlons have been disregarded .
That was the case, as you know, with such proposals as those on liguldation
-Gf unemployient and guarentees of full employment, the campaign sgainst
lowvering the standard of living of the workers, in connexion with the
armamants ‘rege, the abolition of raciel discrimination,

' "In the axisting azrcumatances,-it 1s absolutal; essential to take
reallstic maasurea uO alleviate the ‘position of the workera. The Gensral
Gouncil of the WETU. requeata the Genersl Assembly to recommend that the
Economic-and Sooial Council should glve conaidaration to the. pxopoaals
submitted to it by .our organization.l‘ wé invita tha Genaral Aasembly 5
draw ‘the attention of the Ecohomic and Social Council to tho wrgent o
neceaaiﬁy of drawing up a practical vrogreme of roesures e X raise the
standard of. living of the vorking masaea, to improva social legialation, to
develop and guarantee trade union rights and to pramote normsl: sconomic
ralationa between all countriss.

The General Council of the' JFPTU fully supports the appeal mdds by
the WOrld Peaca Gouncil to the United Nauions and to-the peoplaa of the
world The VFTU lnsists that effective maasurea ahnuld be taken agsinst
the armaments race- and the unlaashing off a new war, such maaaures ghould:
include in, the first inataaae ' the prOgreasive and simultanaous reduction
of armamanta . the prohibitlon of etomic weapons the cessation of military
operaniOns in Kores, the wilthdrawal of invading troopa froam the territoriesA
and terriltorial watera of .other countriea and nonuinterferance in ths
internal affairs of nations ‘and the conclusion of 2 peace paet betwedn the
five great Powers. The workers of the WDrld demani that the colbesal ‘sums
which are now heing spent on the production of armamants should-be uged for
raising tha standard of living ana cultural leval of, all peoples,™

would agk you, Slr, %o have thles letter 1saued a8 a General Assembly
document and distributed to all delegations,

{Blgmed) A. VYSHINSKY
Head of the Delegmtion of the
Union of Soviet Soclalist BRepublics





