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6. Notes that the U nited N ations forces which were 
sent to Korea in accordance with United Nations reso­
lutions have in greater part already been withdrawn, 
that the sole objective of the United Nations forces at 
present :n Korea is to preserve the peace and security 
of the area, and that the Governments concerned are 
prepared to withdraw their remaining forces from 
Korea whenever such action is requestcd by the Re­
public of Korea or ,vhenever the conditions for a !asting 
settlement formulated by the General Assembly have 
been fulfilled. 

1751st plenary meeting, 
20 December 1968. 

2467 (XXIII). Examination of the question of 
the reservation exclusively for peaceful pur­
poses of the sea-hed and the ocean ftoor, 
and the suhsoil thereof, underlying the high 
seas heyond the limits of present national 
jurisdiction, and the use of their resources 
in the interests of mankind 

A 

The General Assembly, 

Reca!ling the item entitled "Examination of the 
question of the reservation exclusively for peaceful 
purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the 
subsoil thereof, underlying the high seas beyond 
the limits of present national jurisdiction, and the use 
of their resources in the interests of mankind", 

Having in mind its resolution 2340 (XXII) of 18 
December 1967 concerned with the problems arising 
in the area to which the title of the item refers, 

Reaffirming the objectives set forth in that resolution, 
Taking note with appreciation of the report prepared 

by the Ad Hoc Committee to Study the Peaceful Uses 
of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor bevond the Limits 
of National Jurisdiction,28 keeping in mind the views 
expressed in the course of its work and drawing upon 
its experience, 

Recognizing that it is in the interest of mankind as 
a whole to favour the exploration and use of the sea­
bed ami the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond 
the liinits of national jurisdiction, for peaceful purposes, 

Cu1isldering that it is important to promote inter­
national co-operation for the exploration and exploita­
tion of the resources of this area, 

Con'vinced that such exploitation should be carried 
out for the benefit of mankinrl as a whole, irrespective 
of the geographic:il location of States. taking into 
account the special interc,b anrl neecls of the develop­
ing countries, 

C onsiderin_r¡ that it is essential to provide, within 
the United ::-,:ations system, a focal point for the elabora­
tion of desirable measures of international co-operation, 
taking into account altcrmtiYe actual and potential 
uses of this are:1, and for the co-ordination of the ac­
tiYities of international organizations in this regard. 

l. Establishes a Committee on the Peaceful ·eses of 
the Sea-Ded and the Ocean Floor bevond the Limits 
of N ationa! J misdiction, composed of forty-two Sta tes; 

2. lnstructs the Committee: 
(a) To study the elaboration of the legal principles 

and norms which would promote international co-opera-

28 Jbid., Twenty-tl,ird Srssion. agenda ítem 26, rlorument 
A/7230. 

tion in the exploration and use of the sea-bed and 
the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the 
limits of national jurisdiction and ensure the exploita­
tion of their resources for the benefit of mankind, and 
the economic and otl1Pr requirements which such a 
régime should satisfy in arder to meet the interests of 
humanity as a whole; 

( b) To study the ways and means of promoting the 
exploitation and use of the resources of this area, and 
of international co-operation to that end, taking into 
account the foreseeable development of technology and 
the economic implications of such exploitation and bear­
ing in mind the fact that such exploitation should 
benefit mankind as a whole; 

(e) To review the studies carried out in the field 
of exploration and research in this area and aimed at 
intensifying international co-operation and stimulating 
the exchange and the widest possible dissemination of 
scientific knowledge on the subject; 

(d) To examine proposed measures of co-operation 
to be adopted by the international community in 
order to prevent the marine pollution which may result 
from the exploration and exploitation of the resources 
of this area ; 

3. A/so calls upon the Committee to study further, 
within the context of the title of the item, and taking 
into account the studies and international negotiations 
being undertaken in the field of disarmament, the reser­
vation exclusively for peacefnl purposes of the sea-hed 
and the ocean floor without prejudice to the limits 
which may be agreed upon in this respect; 

4. Requests the Committee: 
(a) To work in el ose co-operation with the specialized 

agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agency and 
the intergovernmental bodies dealing with the problems 
referred to in the present resolution, so as to avoid any 
duplication or overlapping of activities; 

( b) To make recommendations to the General As­
sem bly on thc questions mentioned in paragraphs 2 
and 3 above; 

(e) In co-operation with the Secretary-General, to 
submit to the General Assembly reports on its activities 
at each subsequent session; 

5. Invites the specialized agencies, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency and other intergovernmental 
bodies including the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scien­
tific and Cultural Organization to co-operate fully with 
the Committee in the implementation of the present 
resolution. 

B 

The General Assembly, 

17 52nd plenary meeting, 
.:1 necember 1968. 

Rccogni:::iny that it is in the common interest of ali 
nations that the exploration and exploitation of the 
resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and 
the suhsoi] thereof, should be conductecl in such a 
manner as to ayoi<l infringement of the other interests 
ami established rights of nations with respect to the 
uses of the sea, 

M indful of the thrcat to the marine environment 
presented by pollution and other hazardous and harmful 
effects which might result from exploration and ex­
ploitation of the areas under consideration, 
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Desiring to promete effective measures of prevention 
and control of such pollution and to allay the serious 
damage which might be caused to the marine environ­
ment and, in particular, to the living marine resources 
which constitute one of mankind's most valuable food 
resources, 

Recognizing the complex problem of ensuring effec­
tive co-ordination in the wide field of environmental 
pollution and in the more specific area of prevention 
and control of marine pollution, 

N oting with satisfaction the measures being under­
taken by the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization to prevent and control pollution of the 
sea by preparing new draft conventions and other 
instruments for that purpose, 

RecaJling, in this regard, the progress achieved 
towards such concerted action by intergovernrnental 
bodies and the establishment, by the Food ancl Agricul­
ture Organization of the United Nations, th.e United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza­
tion and its lntergovernmental Oceanographic Com­
mission, the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization and the ,v orld :\1eteorological Organiza­
tion, of a joint group of experts on the scientific aspects 
of marine pollution, 

Recalling further the competence and continuing 
valuable contributions of the other intergovernmental 
organizations concerned, 

l. W elconzes the adoption by States of appropriate 
safeguards against the dangers of pollution and other 
hazardous and harrnful effects that might arise from 
the exploration and exploitation of the resources of the 
sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, 
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, notably in 
the form of concrete rneasures of international co-opera­
tion for the purpose of realizing this aim ; 

2. Considers that, in connexion with the elabora­
tion of principles underlying possible future international 
agreements for the area concerned, a study should be 
made with a view to clarifying ali aspects of protection 
of the living and other resources of the sea-bed and 
the ocean floor, the superjacent waters and the adjacent 
coasts against the consequences of pollution and other 
hazardous and harmful effects arising from various 
modalities of such exploration and exploitation ; 

3. Considers further that such a study should 
take into consideration the importance of minimizing 
interference between the rnany means by which the 
wealth of the ocean space rnay be harvested, and that 
it should extend to the exarnination of the circum­
stances in which measures may be undertaken by States 
for the protection of the living and other resources of 
those arcas in which pollution detrimental to those 
resources has occurrecl or is imminent ; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation 
with the appropriate and competent body or bodies 
presently undertaking co-ordinated work in the field 
of marine pol\ution control, to undertake the study 
referred to in paragraphs 2 and 3 above and to submit 
a report thereon to the General Assembly and the 
Committee on the Peaceful 1Jses of the Sea-Bed and 
the Ocean Floor beyoncl the Limits of Xational Jurisdic­
tion. 

1752nd plenary meeting, 
21 December 1968. 

e 
The General Assembly, 

H aving considered the item entitled "Exarnination of 
the question of the reservation exclusively for peaceful 
purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the 
subsoil thereof, underlying the high seas beyond 
the Iimits of present national jurisdiction, and the use 
of their resources in the interests of mankind", 

Reaffirming that exploration and exploitation of the 
resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and 
the subsoil thereof, should be carried out for the benefit 
of mankind as a whole, taking into special consideration 
the interests and needs of the developing countries, 

Recalling that international co-operation in this field 
is of paramount importance, 

Bearing in mind its resolution A above establishing 
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed 
and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of N ational 
Jurisdiction, and the mandate entrusted to it, 

l. Requests the Secretary-General to undertake a 
study on the question of establishing in due time appro­
priate international machinery for the promotion of 
the exploration and exploitation of the resources of this 
area, and the use of these resources in the interests 
of mankind, irrespective of the geographical location of 
States, and taking into special consideration the interests 
and nee<ls of the developing countries, and to submit 
a report thereon to the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the 
Limits of N ational T urisdiction for consideration during 
one of its sessions ·¡n 1969; 

2. Calls upon the Committee to submit a report on 
this question to the General Assembly at its twenty­
fourth session. 

D 

Thc General Assc1J1l•!_\', 

1752nd plenary meeting, 
21 December 1968. 

C onvinced that the nations of the world shottld join 
together, with due respect far national jurisdictíon, in 
a common long-term programme of exploration of t he 
ocean as a potential source of resources, which should 
eventually be use<l for meeting the needs of all mankind 
with due recognition of those of developing countries 
and irrespective of the geographical location of States, 

Rcralling also that in its resolntion 2172 (XXI) of 
6 December I 966 the General Assembly requested 
the Secretary-General to prepare proposals for ensuring 
the most effective arrangements far an expanded pro­
gramme of international co-operation to assist in a 
hetter understanding of the marine environment through 
science, and for initiating ami strengthen_ing marine 
education and training programrnes. 

Rccalling f11rthcr the proposals ma<le by the Secre­
tary-General in his report,29 pursuant to resolution 
2172 (XXI), as well as the Yarious views expressed 
during the consicleration of this subject by the General 
Assembly at its twenty-thircl session, 

N oting that the Bureau and Consultative Council of 
the I ntergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of 
the l.:nited Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

29 E/4487 and Corr.1-6, and Add.l. 



Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Firet Committee 17 

Organization considered the proposed international 
decade of ocean exploration a useful initiative for 
broadening and accelerating investigations of the oceans 
and for strengthening international co-operation, , 

Endorsing the objectives expressed in Econornic and 
Social Council resolutions 1380 (XLV), 1381 (XLV) 
all(l 1382 (XLV) of 2 August 1968 ancl recalling par­
ticularlv thc invitation to the General Assembly to 
endorsé the concept of a co-ordinated long-term pro­
gramme of oc.eanographic research, taking into account 
such initiatives as the proposal ior an international 
decade of ocean exploration and international pro­
grammes already considered, approved and adoptecl by 
the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission for 
implementation in co-operation with other spe.cializrd 
agencies, 

Awarc of the considcration given to the proposal 
in the ,·1d Hor Committee to Study the Peaceful Uses 
of the Sea-Bed ami the Oce;in Floor beyond the Limits 
of ;\'. ational J uriscliction, arising from the contriln1tion 
which the international decacle of ocean exploration 
would make to scientific research and exploration of 
the sea-bed ami ocean floor, as an important part of 
a co-ordinatecl long-term international prograrnrne of 
oceanographic research, 

Sceli:inrJ to enrich the knowleclge of ali mankind liy 
encouraging a free flow of scientific information on the 
oceans to all States, 

1. W elcomes the concept of an international decade 
of ocean exploration to be undertaken within the 
framework of a long-term programme of research and 
exploration, including scientific research ancl exploration 
of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, under the ;egis of 
the lJnited Nations 011 the understancling that ali such 
activities falling uncler the national juriscliction of a 
State shall be subject to the previous consent of such 
State, in accordance with international law; 

2. Invites Member States to formulate proposals 
for national ancl international scientific programmes ancl 
agreecl activities to be unclertaken cluring the interna­
tional clecacle of ocean exploration with clue regare! to 
the interests of developing countries, to transmit these 
proposals to the United .'\ations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization for the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission in time to begin the decacle 
in 1970, and to emhark 011 such activities as soon as 
practicable ; 

3. Urges Member States to publish as soon as 
practicable the results of ali activities which they will 
have undertaken within the framework of the inter­
national decacle of ocean exploration as part of a long­
term co-orclinated programme of scientific research 
and exploration, ancl at the same time to communicate 
these results to the I ntergovernmental Oceanographic 
Comrnission; 

* 

4. Requests the United Nations Eclucational, Scien­
tific and Cultural Organization that its Intergovern­
mental Oceanographic Commission: 

(a) Intensify its activities in the scientific fiel el, 
within its terms of reference and in co-operation with 
other interested agencies, in particular with regard to 
co-ordinating the scientific aspects of a long-terrn and 
expamled programme of worlcl-wide exploration of the 
oceans and their resources of which the international 
clecadr of ocean exploration will be an important ele­
ment. including international agency programmes, an 
expandec] international exchange of data from national 
programmes, and international efforts to strengthen 
the research capabilities of al! interestecl nations with 
particular rt'gard to the neecls of the developing coun­
tries: 

( h) Co-operate with the Secretary-Ceneral, in ac­
corclance with paragraph 4 of General Assembly re­
solution 2414 (XXIII) of 17 December 1968 on the 
resources of the sea in the preparation of the com­
prehensive outline of the scope of the long-term pro­
gramme of oceanographic research of which the inter­
national decade of ocean exploration will be an im­
portant element, making available its views as to the 
appropriate relationship hetween the severa! interna­
tional programmes alreacly consiclered, approved and 
adoptccl by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Com­
mission for implernent;ition, thc decacle, and the long­
term programme; 

(e) Keep the Secretary-( ;mera! informed of ali 
proposals, programmes and activities of which it is in­
forme<! in accordance with paragraphs 2 ancl 3 above 
together with any comments it may consider appro­
priatc; 

( d) Report through appropriate channels to the 
Cenera\ Assemblv at its twentv-fourth session on 
progress made in, thr irnplernent;tion of the present 
resolution. 

* 

175:!nd ¡,lenary mcetin_r¡, 
71 Derember 19ó8. 

* * 
fo arcorda11c,· ,c•ith 1/:,, daisio•• takrn /,y tlrr 1:irst Com­

milfcc al its 1648th meeting, on 19 Decetnber 1968. the C om­
mittce on the Peaceful Uses of the Sca-Bcd and the Ouan 
Floor bcyond lhe Limits of National .lurisdiction, established 
under paragrap!, 1 of reso/utioii A above, will consist of tht 
following Jfcmbcr SICllcs: ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA, 

BELGWM, BRAZIL, Bu1.GARI', c.,~irnoo:--:, CANADA, [EYLON, 

CHILE, CZECHOSLO\'AKL', EL SAL\'ADOR, FRANCE, TcELAND, 

[NDJA, !TAL\', ]APAN, KEKYA, Kn\'AIT, LlllERTA, LIBYA, MADA­

c;ASCAR, MALAYSlA, MALT,\, :\ÍAl'RITANIA, MEX!CO, :\'IGERJA, 

NoRWAY, PAKISTAN, PERl'., Por.A:,;n, RoMANIA, SrERRA LF.ONE, 

SUDAN, THAlLAND, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, UNION 0F SnvJEr 
SüCIAL!ST REPUBLICS, UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC, UNITED KINGOOM 

0F GREAT BRlTAIN AND :\'ORTHERN ]RELA'.-lD, UNITED REPUBLIC 

oF TA-:\'ZAXIA, lrN"ITFD STATF.S OF A:\tERlCA and Ytrc;ost.\V1A. 

* * 

Other decisions 
Elimination of foreign military bases in the countries of Asia, Africa and 

Latin America 

(ltem 29) 
At its 1750th plen~ry meeting, on 20 Decrmber 1968, the General Assembly 

took note of paragraph 6 of the repnrt of the First Committee.ªº 

30 0./Jicial Rccni·ds of tl1c c;cnera/ Asscmbly, TwcH/y-third Session, A11J1c.rcs. agrnda items 
27, 28, 29, 94 and 96, document !\/7443. 


