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  Succession of States in respect of State responsibility 

  Text of draft articles 7, 8 and 9 provisionally adopted by the Drafting 

Committee at the seventy-first session 

  Addendum 

  Draft article 7 

Acts having a continuing character  

 When an internationally wrongful act of a successor State is of a continuing 

character in relation to an internationally wrongful act of a predecessor State, the 

international responsibility of the successor State extends only to the consequences of its 

own act after the date of the succession of States. If and to the extent that the successor 

State acknowledges and adopts the act of the predecessor State as its own, the international 

responsibility of the successor State also extends to the consequences of such act.  

  Draft article 8 

Attribution of conduct of an insurrectional or other movement 

1. The conduct of a movement, insurrectional or other, which succeeds in establishing 

a new State in part of the territory of a predecessor State or in a territory under its 

administration shall be considered an act of the new State under international law.  

2. Paragraph 1 is without prejudice to the attribution to the predecessor State of any 

conduct, however related to that of the movement concerned, which is to be considered an 

act of that State by virtue of the rules on responsibility of States for internationally 

wrongful acts.  

  Draft article 9  

Cases of succession of States when the predecessor State continues to exist 

1. When an internationally wrongful act has been committed by a predecessor State 

before the date of succession of States, and the predecessor State continues to exist, an 

injured State continues to be entitled to invoke the responsibility of the predecessor State 

even after the date of succession: 

 (a) when part of the territory of the predecessor State, or any territory for the 

international relations of which the predecessor State is responsible, becomes part of the 

territory of another State;  

 (b) when a part or parts of the territory of the predecessor State separate to form 

one or more States; or 
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 (c) when a successor State is a newly independent State the territory of which 

immediately before the date of the succession of States was a dependent territory for the 

international relations of which the predecessor State was responsible. 

2. In particular circumstances, the injured State and the successor State shall endeavour 

to reach an agreement for addressing the injury. 

3. Paragraphs 1 and 2 are without prejudice to any apportionment or other agreement 

between the predecessor State and the successor State when implementing paragraphs 1 and 

2. 

    


