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International Law Commission 
Seventy-first Session 

Geneva, 29 April–7 June and 8 July–9 August 2019  

  Succession of States in respect of State responsibility 

  Text of the draft articles as provisionally adopted so far by the Drafting 

Committee 

  Draft article 1 

Scope 

1. The present draft articles apply to the effects of a succession of States in respect of 

the responsibility of States for internationally wrongful acts. 

2. The present draft articles apply in the absence of any different solution agreed upon 

by the States concerned.   

  Draft article 2 

Use of terms 

 For the purposes of the present draft articles: 

 (a) “succession of States” means the replacement of one State by another in the 

responsibility for the international relations of territory; 

 (b) “predecessor State” means the State which has been replaced by another State 

on the occurrence of a succession of States; 

 (c) “successor State” means the State which has replaced another State on the 

occurrence of a succession of States; 

 (d)  “date of the succession of States” means the date upon which the successor 

State replaced the predecessor State in the responsibility for the international relations of 

the territory to which the succession of States relates; 

… 

  Draft article 5 

Cases of succession of States covered by the present draft articles 

 The present draft articles apply only to the effects of a succession of States occurring 

in conformity with international law and, in particular, the principles of international law 

embodied in the Charter of the United Nations. 
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